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THE BE^GAJL, LEGISLATIVE § ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

(Official Report of the SecoriW Session.^ 

Vojigne LI-<-tyo. 3. ( 

^ \ # n I | ^ 

Proceeding* of the Bengfel Legislative Assembly assembled 
• under the provisions of the Government Of Indin Act, 1935 . 

• 0 t 

The As^ejibly yidt in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
♦h* 20tlj 4 Augifst,*19^7, at 3-45 p.n. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the. iftm’ble ‘Khan BaJiaduj* 4l. A-y.izuL Hague, c.i’.e.) 
in the Chair t the eleven Hon’ble Ministers anti' 219 ’members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS. 

% 

(to which oral answers were ^iven) 

Consumption of salt. 

•71. Mr. AfUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge of the Forests and Excise Department be pleased to state the 
present annual consumption of salt in Bengal? ’ 

p n 

MINISTER in charge of FORESTS and EXCI8E DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble M*. Prasanna Deb Raikat) : No exact estimate is possible, 

but on a rough animate the animal consumption of salt in Bengal is 
about 80 lakhs of maunds. 

• 

Dr. NAUNAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will ihe Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how much of this total amount consumed in Bengal 
was produced and manufactured in Bengal f 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: I wunt notice. 

Instructions for the guidance of the subordinate civil courts. 

*72. Khan Bahadur JALAI UDDIN AHMAD: (a) Is the Hon~ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department aware — 

(i) that instructions in book form are issued by the Registrar of 
i, the High Court in the^ Appellate »Side for the guidance of 
' civil court# in districts ; 

{it) that those instnjciious are, in practice, followed* tinder ihe 
8U$arvi$ioo of District Judges; and ^ 



322 QUESTIONS. [20th Aug., 

(in) that tb^se instructions as inte^r^tM t)y tia^District Judges 
adversely a # fl^ct the discf^tion Rested Mn # *th£ . subordinate 
judicial officers* by the^Civil Pijceaure Gocfce ? # 

* # n * 

# « (b) If the t&iswels to (a) are in the^nr^ative, are *t fie Goveru- 

ment considering the dewrabilijy^of holclj j^ an enquisyvinto the matter? 

' «. ' • • * L' t 

MINISTER in charge <$ JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Vtewab Musharraf! JHossain, Kijai) Bahadur): («> 

(i) The High Court has issued a hook called “Manual of Practical 
Instructions for the f Conduct of CivU Cases” for ’fjie guidance of sub- 
ordinate civil courts'. fl * • m 

t , f 

* (ii) This is presumed to be.the .case. 

No. 

(b) Does not anse. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN t. Finter wliat autnorUy nas tne 
Manual of Piuctical*l£Lstnutions for the Oonduct # of Civil Cases been 
issued? Was it under section 121 of the •Civil Procedure Code or 
under Ihe Letters Patent or under the Government of wiffia Act? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN,* Khan * Bahadur: 

J want notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAF. SANYAL^ Were not the High Court 
Ciiil itules and Orders considered to be injurious to the administra- 
tion of justice by the Bengal and Assam Lawyers’ Conference? 

< » « 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

1 am not aware of that as I was not present at the conference. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8FN : Has not the issue of the Manual 
raised a general feeling of discontent throughout ihe entire province? 

The Htyn’ble Nawab MU$HARRUF C HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I am aware tof the discontent and I have se°n several questions like these 
bsing put in the Old Legislative Council. < 

( 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA; Is Che Hobble Minister 
aware of the t fact that since after the instiuctions have been issued, 

adjournments are never allowed by the civil courts? 

« 

i • 

The Hon’ble 4l«<vab MUSHARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I an\ not aware of it, but it may be the effect of such iyiles. 
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Babu HAC.ENDRk.HAXH SEN: What steps^ i£ any, have been 
taken by the for tiie redress of tlie grievances? 

*•••*' V * . * 

The doo’ble* Najwab jMUSHA^RUFF HOSS^IN, Khan. Bahadur: 

So*far as »Ais » coi^ified, I have enquired jpout ^he defects of t hi^ 

' manual and I have uhen # told that •tliis is genially objected to. Thcti* 
I wanted to know wlj4thgc*TBe Department *could poin^out jto me the 
rules or parts thereof which were Suppose*! to be ira ective. ho\\ - 

ever, was not forthcoming. 1 # shall take necessary action if it is brought 
to my notice* Unit a partieulai rub .«ur pnit of jt has*been the cause of 

some trouble. 

I . 

Jute mills’ strikW. 

*73. Maulvi .ABUL IJUASEM,: ' \\ilt the Hon’ble Minister ii 
charge of the Commerce ami Labour Department he pleased to state— 

*** • , • 

(/) the t^rms, if any, on £vhich the jut^e mills strikes m May and 
l June last were called off; an^J # 

(ii) the rssurancessiT any, given by the government in the matter 
•o* remedying the employees’ grievances? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART* 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (?) and (ii) There were 
no terms dn which jute mills’ strikes in May and June were tailed off. 
Most ol‘*tke mills had gojie*baek to wotk by the 7th of May and there 
was no general strike in progress aT that time. Certain aflsufunccs 
were given*by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister on that date. A copy 
of the assifranije# is laid on the -table. 


* Extract from the speech of t\e Hon’ble the Chief Minister on the 8th 

• • * • 

May, 1937, referred to in the answer to clauses ( i ) arid (ii) of starred 

qvmtion No. 73. 


I t • 

The eilkployers have assured us that there will be n^victimisation 
for taking part in the tyrike op in trade union activities. If a i^ttle- 

ment is arrived $t, and the worker agree to resume work, the chance 
of a breach of peace disappears, and with it the necessity for orders 
under section 144, Criminal Procedure Code, the imposition of which 
has* been force^ upon the Government by I * * 4 circumstsfhces which the 
Government have all along deplored. t 

The Government ai^ # anxious that a peaceful # atmosphere should 
prevail for ft satisfactory and speedy settlement of all disputes and I 
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hope it will be possible to adopt a liberal p£li/>y ^regapdlng all cases 
arising out of the strikes. Some, however, pi th^Memands of the 
labourers are such as rlquire careful invesVtga(iotf % anrf negotiation 
before they can be sMisfactorily de'jilt with.'* TW question of wages 
^i^one of them. Then tjeere are the powers of th# sard&rs and 'overseers 
Si thp matters of appointments agd dismissals, /%hich hive given rise* 
to grave ^Jm^s. 1^ such* anjJ other cases'Vth^fe will be a thorough 
investigation, wliich will, I itm confident, he satisfactory to all parties 
concerned. 


I can give the assqtance 01^ behalf 4 M the Governnient* that no pains 
will be sparred to help labour and capital to settle their long drawn- 
, out disputes and create a better atmosphere for, arriving at a lasting 
solution of labour’s troubles. 0 * * , 

\ ( ‘ 

Mr, 8IBNATH BANEiFrJEEi Is it not a fact that the assurance 
of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister implies his acceptance of certain 
terms so as to give the Government a elianee of coming to*a settlement? 

« 

0 / • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. T ou can draw youi\own conclu- 
sion from that but yours is not at all a question for the purpose of 
eliciting further information. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Has the Hon’blc Minister 
investigated a single ease of grave abuse of power by the sardars *and 
overseers after the general strik^ was called off? 

The Hor/ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Yes, such instances 
■have been brought to my notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: ls the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter aware that prolonged negotiations had taken place between the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister and members of the strike committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I am aware. 

Mr. HIHttRENDU DUTTA MAZUMDttR: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that on the l£Hli t May last, when the strike was called off in 
pursuance of the terms of settlement, - meinhers and leaders of the 
strike committee were allowed to go to the strike areas de.-qd+e prohi- 
bitive orders in older to call off the strike? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Yes. , 

Mr. NIHARE.ND'U DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Can the Hon’ble 
Minister still say now that there were no terms of settlement? 
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Therg were a till- no terms 


.Mr. SYED «A_^ 

abuse of* power # by s\ 
the Hon’ble *Ministei 


^Ll/bDIN tfASHEMY ; / as any cas, of giave 
Jlrs and overseers, been^rought to the notice .of 


Ord£r, order 


• «# * - 

bus ajreait/answeied that 


Mr. SPEAKER 

question. 

I,, fs it not a fact that 

J he ut hdrWa] of he j.end.no Yase.s arwin/otf of the strike was one 

t l !r"r'‘ ,ni '? dl r*' m " U “ ass,nn '"' t * as in the , unique 

to vrie Members of th* Strike •Committee* 

• • - • " t ’ 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARtij; I, would ,al 
‘ assuramVs where 1 


i , J .. rail the llon’hle 

Member s client mji to the a>ssuramVs wliei / hr ^ ill find that (hr with- 
drawal ot eases was not one of jllir assurances oiven 

• . • • 

,h n N , , ; H ^ RENDU 1 - tUJTTA MAZuRlDAR,* ])o r understand that 
the Hon lje Minister denies (hat the wilhdttftvl of the pendiim eases 
was not in (lie terms of the settlement and, if so, is it not a fad that 
"" chums. were put ftntAml t.y the Ifon'hle Minister that certain eases 
were to he withdrawn in pursuance of t|„t settle, neitt of the stiikef ’ 

The Mon’ble Mr. H. 8. $UHRAWAHDY : It is verv diffi. nlt to -m 
on answering questions which have already been answered. Nevertho- 
loss I ",H ♦HU <a, 1 the Hon’ble Member's attention to th f statement: 
liope, it will, he possible io. adopt a liberal policy regarding nil 

weTllnTtr 'T ° f S,rik< '-” Tl '" Member knows fully’ 

"ill 1h.il (Ins does, not mean withdrawal of all cases. 


Cases of victimisation of workers in different jute mills. 

*74. Mr 8IBNATH BANERJEE: < a) Will .the Hon'hle 
Minister charge of the Commerce ayd Labour Department he pleased 
to state whether it is a far? — • 

• 

(i) that number of eases wising oht of the last strike are periling 
. ,m Uc. different courts mid have not yet been withdrawn; 

(u) that aver 400 strikers of Fort (Hosier Jate Mills, Sepahi 
Si«gh ot Fort William .Tute Mills, 300 men in Niiddea Jute 
Mills;, 300 men in Belvedere Jute Mill and 300 men in other 
mills have been t v!fetimised ; and 

(m) that the assurance regarding institution^ « thorough enquiry 
ip the working of the jute mills, has not vet been fulfill.^ P 
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(6) Do the Ilon’ble Ministers concerned pit>po£e ta^fnplement the 

r iji i • c _ J • i . i o M - 


terms of settlement immediately? 

(c) If the answerVo (b) is in the^egative^ 
be pleased to state thJkreasons? 


* f , * 

ri ljfthe TToii’ bL Minister 


r. h/V. 


Tift. -Hon’ble Mr. H. ft 8UHftAWAWY:J^a) (i) Yes. 

( z?) So far a’j.I am aware*tfiere Save been no cases of victimisation. 

ft ‘ f 

(Hi) I am mqkii <t r a e it enquiry inio *tlt,e. conditions, of labour in the 
jute mills. 1 , , 1 

\ ' t. * e . 1 , » 

(fr) I am not awar« ot'sany^ terms df* settlement. «Certairt assurances 
were given, by the Hon’ble^the Chief Minister Ion the 7jh ^[ay, r ’1937, 
, arid /bese assurances have been amply t implemented. 

(c) Does not arise .** 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: .Is flic Ilon’ble Minis- 
ter aware that a eommunbation, date<l s the. 14th .Inly, tvas addressed 
to the Uon’ble t lie Chief Minister making a i ej^esentatjoh against 
victimizat ion of workers* in I lie Nadia and otfiei -7 u t e Mills? 

c • 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 lememher ‘that the 
Ilon’ble the Chief 'Minister was pleased to forward such representations 
to me. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE; Is it not a tact that 400 worker of 
the Fort (Roster date Mills were not taken hack to work after the 
"strike was called off? ’ . 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY : 1 am not awaie ot tin,, 
{Sir, 1 >ut 1 "do know that so f8r as the Hon’ble Member himself is con- 
cerned he made representations in this connection. Tt was pointed 
out to him that it any of these strikeis made representations personally 
first to the employers and then let Government know’ that their re- 
lresontat ions have been made, Jieir cases would lie looked into. So 
far as I am nware no such representation has been made by persons 
alleged to have been* victimised* 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Is it not a fact that 
within 7 days of ‘the visit of the Ilon'hle Minister to Kankinara, 126 
employees of Anglo-India Jute Mills were dismissed? 

*■ • « i 

Mf. SPEAKER: Order, order: that hardly arises out of the terms 
of settlement. 
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Mr. N I H A R E N*Q U y pJLI Tf A MAZUMDAR: But it has been said 
that there was ijo case viftimization and I pm askmg whether the 
Hon’ble Minister iMwa^ that y 126 workers *)f the Anglo-India Jute 
Mills wer£ victiipisear 

Mr. 8PEAkER: Wt can you fr^me th^this was as a result* of* 
the last strike? 

Mr. HIHARBRDU DUTTA* MA*UMDARt # ^s. that is my con 
tention. t 

The Hbh’ble Mr, H; 8.' SUHRAWARftY: I do remember of 
my going t<^ Kankinar\: hpt *J*do wot know when tlA*se persons Were 
dismissed from Ihe ^ifglo-India Jute Mil\.I I believe 1 have received 
a report that certain persoys have ’djpftiiseed. So far as I am 
aware it hits* nothing tp do whatsoever wit If the last strike, but it was 
due to indiscipline and disobedience on tho # pnrt of the workers con- 
cerned. * 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

lio which answers were laid* on the talble) 

Posting of officer jat*the Eden Sanatorium, Darjeeling. 

* • * 

1. Maufci AFTAB HOSAIN JOARDAR: (o) Will the Hon bh 

Minister in* charge of the Public Health and Local SelLUovornraiflit* 
Department he pleased to state whether only a Bengal Medical Service 
.officer is posted at Hie Eden Sanatorium, Darjeeling? 

(b) If the answer Jb (a) is in the affirmative, will tin* ITon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

• • 

• • 

(i) the qualifications necessary foi this post; and 

* (li) the name of the inciknhcnt of the post? 

* 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC WEALTH • and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT .DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maulvi Syed Nausher 

All’)! (5) and (h) (/) No. Tntil very recently a specially-experienced 
officer belonging to the Bengal Medical Service dapper or Lower) 
possessing radiological training was performing the duties of Resident 
Medical Officer at the Eden ^fospital and Sanatorium, Darjeeling. 

• (ii) The present tenfpifrary incumbent is Dr. Yen Singh of • the 
Bengal Medical Service (Lower). 
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Principals of Training CoAoges. ^ 

• ’ c 1 •/ h • • 

2. Dr. H. C. ftUJKHERill: (a) Is the JfontAe Miifisteff’ in charge 

of the Education Dej^rtnmnt awarft — ^ Jr J ^ ^ t 

( i ) that of late m^ribers of the Indian t/ucationdl Service have 

^ ks^n appointed as l^incipal^ftfr Tjftining Colleges; and 

• • t • . 

(it) *that experienced t and trained officers r with administrative 
expeipen*?, are available *fof &ueh appointments? 

\ • • / 

(h) If the answer 4o (ty (u) is in # tke affirmative, # \f hat* a^e the reasons 

for appointing members oj the Indian Educajional ^Service? r ‘ 


MINISTER in charge! / if .EDUCATION ‘.DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fjazlulltfuq}:* (a) Yes. 

(h) The Principalships of Training Colleges berng “Special posts” 
in the Indian Educational Service, i.e.,* posts with duty allowances 
attached, such Indiafi f Educational Service officers as are- eligible to 
hold them have preferential claims to such posits according to tlie ( rders 
of the Secretary of State. * 


Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that by ap- 
pointing I. E. S. untrained officers as principals of the Training Colleges 
tl'e work of the colleges is suffering materially? • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of that but 
Umight make an enquiry. 

Mr. ABDUL BARI: Is it in the contemplation of Government to 
appoint members of the 11. E. S. as Principals of the Training Colleges. 

« r 

f t 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HU^: There is a proposal bnjt it 
tas not yet been decided definitely. 


Posts Qf Principals of Arts and Training Colleges. 

3. Dr. H/ C. MUKHERJI : (a) ‘Will the Hon’ble’ Minister in 
clAirge of the Education Department be pleased to stale whether the 
postb ( of Prmcipals^of Arts and Training Colflegks have been reserved for 
the members of the Indian Educational Service? ’ 



1937.] 


QUESTIQNS. 


(6) If the ^nswar ^•(a) f is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pieced to state — , • 

* * \\ * ' * | * 

(t) what ts the principle underlying th6 said policy of reservation ; 

* . «i d .* 5 V . * • / 

( ii ) the reason foX*lot« making t any such Reservation in respect «f .. 
posts 'of DrlfdoijaUnspeehirs of S 4iools ? 


The Hon’ble Mr.' A. K. FAZLUL HUQl Up Ye / 

(i) (it I'ertaiy poststvhich carried a specia’/pay in addition to the 
ordiuary ei^okumnits of an officer here so re^ervpd for members of the 
Indian* Educational Service, by flic SecreVrv of •State for India. These 
are called special post#. * • 

f • * • , ( # * * 

(?? )• Be(*aus« tln^se do nof cifrn the sfsjciid p;f\ referred to in (Ii) (?) J 
above. ’ - 1 * 


Ministerial officers of the eitil courts. 

4. Mri» $ERAJUL ISLAM: (a) Is the Hfto’ble Minister in charge 

of the Judicial and Legislative Department aware— 

* * * « • 

(?) that ilte apprenticeship periods of 4 large number of ministerial, 
officers of the ci\il courts are not counted towards their 

# pension ; * 

* * . 

(ii) that on the introduction of fly* system ot tune-scale of pay in 

1922 the “period of apprenticeship” was abolisheef and in 
Jts yliye the “period of promotion” was introduced; and 

( in) that for tlw officers appointed after 1922 their period of proba-* 
tion is counted towards their pension while those 1 appointed 
before 1922*. are for ever debarred from enjoying t lie said 
benefit ? * 

(b) Do the Government intend taking any action with a view to 
placing the aforesaid two glasses of ministerial officers* # on t lie same 
footing so # far as the counting of tlleir services before 9 confirmation 
towards pension is concerned? 

• 

MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DEPART- 
MENT (the Kon’ble'Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (a) 

(i) JThe apprenticeship period of those who* entered seijice before 1922 
does not courj; towards pension. 

(ii) and (Hi) Yes. 

(b) No. • 
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Facilities for students of the schedule cflte^fo schools- and colleges. 


5. Mr. RASIK^LAL BISWAS; Will % 

charge of the Education Department be pleasei 
m i# any scheme infthe o\templation of the 

*■ . \ . • • r , 
(z/^ipr giving ^special facrijity thestfg] 



on ’hie • Minister in 
state ^hether tiiere 
ent — t 

who are members of 


the Scheduled cartes, in schools and colleges, both in the 
general o^d^chnical branches ; .and ^ 

(it) for giving bette^ facilities Jo the qu&llfied .youths of the said 


community* t\ ,ipin 
^Department? ^ | 


the services iti* the.* Education 


The Hon’me Mr. a. kj^aZLUL HUfJ: (?)* Yes. A statement of 
such schemes is placed on \he Tfibrary table. # - , , 

• • 

(it) There are already Government orders on this subject in so far 
as ministerial appointments age concerned. * A copy of the circular is 
placed on the Library t&ble. As regards posts»in the leaching branch, 
claims of qualified candidates of the scheduled castes are duly Considered. 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: With reference to answer (?'), is it in 
the contemplation of Government to provide special facilities for-stu- 

denls of the scheduled castes iq schools aryl colleges. 

. 

• . r 

, The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HVQ: Representations have been 
“received from membeis of the scheduled castes and the matter is under 
the consideration of Government. I might add that representations on 
this point would always he given the utqiost consideration. 


Ranaghat.Jaguli Road f project. 


* 6. Dr. taLINAKSHA SANYAL: («’,Will the Hon’We Minister 

in charge of the ( 1 otifmufiiratioif.s and ^J r orlv.s J)epartment be pleased to 

state — • . * . 

• • 

(i) when was* the Ranaghat-Jaguli Road project sanctioned; 

(it) what artiount was allotted for the same each year since then ;• 
4 (teV) whqn was the construction of tin? coad Jaken in hand ; and 
(iv) at Mfhat stagers it now? 
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(b) Is it a fact that s^cjie inetals for the said road have been lying 

at the site? * . . , • 

• 1 \» » ' * • 

(c) If the imWerY (b) is in tly affirmative, fpr how long is the 

same, lying? ' * }V • f 

« . # • <\# * f ‘ • 

( d ) When the roiVljjliUdv to be completed -aid mdde available for, 

public use? * 


MINISTER in charge lot COMMUMCATlOfcfe knd ^ORKS 
^DEPARTMENT (Jhe Hon’ble Maharaja Sris'ch^ndr* Handy, of Kasim- 
bazar): On (n In 1935., # * T 

(/?’) In l^,b>3(>,‘R*s. 80,000. # In *1930-37, Es. 30,000. The question 
of {urf fier # , allotment djiritig the curreiit^fiiuTnciul year is under 
consideration. * * * 

(w) Tn PebrTiary, $35. 

(/r) Eaithwnrk in raising the road^ is'pugresvsing. (Collection of 
metal and solrtig brinks has* be^n partly made. Tlic work of constructing 
now culverts and bridges and^ improving the old ones is far advanced. 

(b) Yes. , » i 

(c> The stone metals were collected in the dij\ seasons of 1035-30 and 
1930-37. They are lying at the site since they were collected, as it has 
subsequently been decide*,! U> raise the road further by earthwork. 

{(f) It is expected that the road will he cfunpleted W the end of 1939. * 


Dr. NtALINAKSHA SANYAL: With regard to Jaguli ltfinaghat 
Koad Project, will the Holi’hle Minister* be pleased to state as to wdio 
will bear tin; loss due to the collection of the materials onwards lying 

lc, the side yf the joad from 1935-30? 

* * .» 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

J do not know whether there has been any actual loss. 

* V 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it the view of the Ilon’ble 
[Minister that if road metals are lying by' the side of p a road for nearly 
tvo years, there will be no loss to anybody ? 

•> i 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SftlS CHANDRA NANDY, of * Kasimbazar : 

It might or might not be. ^ $ 

* * t » i. 

Dr. NALIKAK8HA SANYAL:, Will the Government be justified 
in transferring the loss to the contractors or will they transfer it to their 
own department? " 1 * 

fhe Hon’ble Maharaja 8R 18 ‘CHANDRA' NANDY, bf Kasimbazar: 

As will appear from the replies 1 have given the delay was due to un- 
avoidable reasons but M)iA information I have got so far no complaint 
ha« been maffe about the loss of any metals, 5 



DEMANDS FOR GRAN 


[20th Aug., 


THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT. OF BENGAL 
* . . FOR 1957-38.* ‘ 


‘ J 

.DEMAND FOR GRANT 

-Tf 

p/y*T i. 


&— General Administration. 

^ ) •• 

Mr. 8YED JALALUI^DIN HA5HEMY: On a^fointqf information, 
Sir, if tins Congress Paijy proposes to t ifket such <\ long .time £^s 2 h 
tours, ill A balance of the lime that will be saypd will not be imiph for 
9 you to allow memh(*hiof ;J1 groups to liaYc a change of expressing tbeir 
view-points F * 


. • . • • 

Mr, SPEAKER: I think Mr. Jalalifddin *IIasliemy should have 
patience before I ask the fneinbers to begin Hie diseussion. I pave made 
this preliminary arnfn^emenf in consultation with tbe Leaders of t lit' 
different groups and iii aeeordanee with the wishes of the* majority of 
all sections of the House. Tu view of the fact that there should be an 
effective debate on the budget cut motions, this being /tin* 'first* year, 

• we have drawn u$i a programme which lias been circulated to you. Ac- 
cording to this programme the Congress Party will initiate the discus- 
sion talcing two and a half hours and they will be followed by tbe 
Coalition Party for one hoar, h* the T inted ?Sat innalist Party and sche- 
duled castes for three quarters of an hour and by tbe Proja Party for 
half an hoftr. In two days we will have six boujs tiniQ and T have 

• already allotted 4*| hours. Tbe balance will be an bo\ir and a quarter 
and that would bo available to other members who Jo not belong to any 
of the groups, subject of course, to the discretion of the Speaker. Ill 
case any party is left out, it* will have one houiVs time but the balance 
of the time will not be allottei} to aqy definite group but to the remaining 
members. I inigfht also inform the House that there are four motions 

which the Congress party proposes to take. up. 

• , 

* The Hoifple Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDtN: On the recommendation 
of Ilis Excellency * tli« Governor I« # beg yf move that a sum of 
Rs. 1,18,35, 000 be granted for expenditure under the. lifcad f “25 — Gene- 
ral Administration”. * § 

* 


Mr. MAMMATHA NAtH ROY: *1 beg to move that the defhand 
be #/ reduced by rupees one hundred. « % 

Sir, this is a token cut for the purpose of discussing the question of 
retrenchment of expenditure. The question of retrenchment has never 
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been seriously tackled* by^this^ Government. Retrenchment Commit- 
tees were appointed, soleipn .promises were made, by Government, but 
they all practieHll^nhqSl in Woke. The quesjidn has assumed a serious 
importance since the introduction of 1 the present reforms in April last. 
Mr. S. B. «Saiker €nay f jia*e the satisfaction to feel thaj he is the first 
elected Finance Minister lof" this Province. M^. N. It. Barker may ' 
entertain great faith in ,te immense possibilities of the present cnnsti- 
tution, but lie must nol’ for^-ei that 111 is alsp responsible to rlie people. 
Jhe Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Barker in the course of his midget 
speech* ha»]> remarked that it &oufd fake some years to eome, to tackle 
the problem* of naticvnal i*et'onstnuctign. But I would ask him to look 
to the Congi^&p Provinces. There the congress 'Ministers who took 
office only the oth?r day lost no time in inkling the problems of 
national reconstruct ion /and they, have taken courage in both haryls 
to proceed v^lth ‘the question *of # retrenchment. They came into office 
only a month ami a half ago and within this sfyort^time they have done 
much more ttban what our Ministers’ have done during the last five 
months. 

v 

Sir, retrenchment is the only solution >to a national reconstruction. 
Taxation has reached its' farthest, limit, and it Js impossible to impose 
any further Autden. Mr. Barker’s policy in regard to the present budget 
is in no way (Jiffereut and is not a bit different from the policy of his 
predecessor in "office, Sir John Wood head, to whom he has expressed 
his great gratitude. Now let us see what are the main* provisions under 
the head “General administration.” It will be noticed that the problem 
of retrenchment is not at al] taken up; on- the other hand there has been 
an increase to the extent of Rs. 25 lakns over the expenditure^ the 
last year. Whereas the expenditure during the last year was 
Rs. 1,57,2G,000 thfc demand for the present year is Rs. 1,58,08,000 an I 
there is a a saving of Rs. 8,47,000 this year in respect of the general 
elections. That makes an increase of Rs. 25,00,000 over the figure ot 
the last year. To this <again, jyou will remember, as a result of the 
vote of this House on the Members’ Salary and Emoluments Bill, must 
be added another 15 or 10 lakhs roughly.' It will he noticed that this 
amount exceeds the amount which would have been necessary if the 
suggestion of the Government in that Bill had been carried out. You 
must remember how, in order to securediigher salaries for tjie Ministers 
themselves, ‘ higher salaries oand emoluments had to he $iven to the 
Members. There could Dot have been a w r orse form of conspiracy <*nd 
corruptiop.* Let us see what the other figures are. Under the head 
“Ministers” the present figure is Rs. 5,01 ,000 in plane of Rs. 2,90,000 
under the hea^J “Ministers and Executive Council Members” of' last year. 
To n5eet the opposition to the appointment of so many as eleven ministers 
it was said thdt although there had been a larger number of ministers 
the total expenditure under the head would in no way increase but here 
it is patent frhat the increase has been by about 6ne lakh. »The second 
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increase is under Legislature. It 1$^. 3,15,000 in place of 
Its. 1,(55,000. Hi othpr words the figure has douhled.itself. It appears 
that the Assembly *reqtir,es lls. 2,64', 000 ifml (/£• QwnVi'l Rs. 51,000. 
In this connection^ may suggest that thtre jL no. need /or a second 
Chamber in thjs Province. It was not at all ileedwl atid it is hot at 
*ajl necessary. 'It wasvmly thurst* upon out* sloulders. During the last 
few da } h we have noticed the sftme inatt^ilebj^ed both in the Assembly 
■ and m the Council* 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, ordeu. * While I do not tfish'to rule out any 
Jiscussion as to the opinion of th^ lloaise oft f the« position <s£‘ the Upper 
Chamber I would ohly .appeal to Members, soMoqg* £3 the Upper 
Chamber^exists, to conduct the debate in suel^a manner a«*to maintain 
feopdwill betw^n the two Chambers. # •- 


Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: I did not mean any offence to the 
other Chamber or to its members— — 


The Hon’ble Mr. ,H. S. SJUHRAWARDY: Sir f< the existence of the 
Upper Chamber caniu/j, he attributed to the Ministry and so far as 
retrenchment is concerned it is not within the province ef*rhis Govern- 
ment to make any retrenchment with regard that Chamber. I sub- 
mit therefore that the discussion is not relevant. 


Mr: SPEAKER: It is really one of the most complicate^ points as 
to the way in which discussibp should be earned on about the Upper 
House! I do not realise that there is a statutory provision of doing 
nothing at* least for ten years in relation to the Uppjer House, but I do 
Rot think that that debars a member from making certain recommenda- 
tion or representation to the Governor, Viceroy or to the Secretary of 
State. In view of that I hold that it is quite permissible in a general 
way, without disturbing theCiarmony tflat should exist between the two 
Chambers, to debate that point. 

• 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: During the last few days the pue 
matter was discussed by the tjvo Chambers at different hours even of 
the same dify\ What is needed is that the voice of the people should be 
expressed by their representatives. But for [Hat purpose two Chambers 
are not at all needed. f * 

t • 

With regan} to the Civil Secretariat, I find that in place of 
Its. 13,08,000, the revised estimate for the last year,, the figure is 
Its. 17,68,000*for the current year. 'This means an increase of about 
fip© lakhs. In this connection I would suggest that the Indian Civil 
Service sh6uld be provincialised. We have'sefcn also that the members 
of the Provincial* SeVvice have served as District Magistrates, have 
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served in the Secretariat, Vi tly ability, zeal and efficiency apd J do not 
think there is any necessity *o! retaining the Indian 0ivil Service any 
longer. It is onfy ardie oi' the anient and dlitiquatefl days and there 
is n.o longer ^any necessity for retaining that septate service in the 
matter of the administratlcvn of the Government. My Kuropeah friends 
may misunderstand my point of view but they ought not to forget-^-* 

A member from the European Croup: Ponly •smiled at his# remark 

on the new Constitution AcV. 1 * * 


Mr, MANMATHA NATH ROY: The European members ought not 
to forget that the number of Indians in the Indian Civil Service is not 
inconsiderable. . It is high tun? that retrenchment is Mfeeted in that 
direction. 

There is another new iiem uiub*r this head — the Public Service 
Commission. It is one of th ,»hite elephants under the new Reforms 
and 1 do not know what efficiency will be gained in having a separate 
Public Service Commission. , ' 

Then, Pir. comes the item of “Commissioiws.” It may have been 
noticed by members of this House that it was only the other day that 
the demand tor Commissioners was thrown out by the Assam Legisla- 
ture. What are the functions that these ( 'ommisdoners discharge? 
They are no more than conduit pipes from the District Magistrate to 
the Secretariat. A matter has io come from the District Magistrate to 
the Divisional Commissioner and from 4 he Divisional Commissioner to 
the Assistant Secretary and then to the Secretary and from Secretary to 
the Minister. 1 do not see the fun of so many successive stages and 
the sooner the post of Commissioner is abolished it is a relief to the 
finances of the country. 

• 

The next item is “district administration,” sub-head ‘‘other estab- 
lishments”; there in place of Rs. 2,84,000 for last year there is a pro- 
vision of Rs, 17,27,000. It is said thui this excess is due to the 
expenditure which has to he incurred this year for the establishment of 
tlfe Debt Conciliation Boards. Now, 1 cannot help saving in this con- 
nection tl\pt. as Chairman of the District Board ot Howrah have noticed 
that the selection of members of the Debt Settlement Boards is not 
made on a right basis aid that in the matter of selection of the 
members there is considerable scope for improvement. 

Then, Sir, the pay of the officers and their allowances should 
gradually Unreduced. Reduction to a large extent all on a sudden may 
cause hardship, but I would ask the members of this House to see what 
•was done in Bombay only the other day. They effected a cut of Rs; 4J 
lakhs from the head of “allowances to officers” drawing morp J than 
Rs. 75 a month. In some provinces there have been proposals for the 
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reduction of salaries on a graduated scafc f^om ^5 per cent, to 25 per 
cent, in the case of officers who drew salaries exceeding a certain 
amount. I would- ask tha Jlon’ble Finance Minister |^) t^ll us when he 
proposes to introduce such reductions. t 

Now, one cannot but be amazed at the indifference of bur Ministers 
- in <the matter of retrenchment. The Hon’ble Ministers must appreciate 
the change in r the outlook which is almost Universal — a change from an 
ideal of ^material p'i?>wer to ah' ideal' of service. You must change your 
policy and you must take courage to move in a path not trodden in the* 
past. You must? not forget the -pledges that you gave to your consti- 
tuencies. You must not forget tbje undertaking v th s at you ^ave them 
in the matter of reduction qf emoluments ant} salaries. ‘’The Hobble 
Mr. Barker must noi-be w^very anxious for ^circumspection.” (This 
is' Jhe word that*! he used in his budget speec}>.) The Hon’ble t Mr. 
Fazlul ITuq must noi'be so very anxious^ for “careful handling.” I 
say, take courage in* buth" hantfs and with determination and grit 
proceed to tackle the problem of hationel reconstruction. - You have 
the power. I believe it is beyond controversy that our Chief Minister 
has promised dal aml^bhat. ^You must prbceed to finance adequately 
the nation-building departments which are simple starving. You have 
to shun your indifference to this vital problem. You haYe *io face the 
verdict of the country and do not believe thnt c your seats in the Treasury 
Bench are absolutely safe. e * * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 may say at this stage that it must not be mis- 
understood that because the Congress groyp has initiated the debate, 
other parties cannot participate in it. 1 may tell the House that 
although the Congress party began the debate, other sections are not 
debarred from taking part in it. Mr. -Goswami, I Wtuild like to have 
the names of your group in order, so that I may at the earliest oppor- 
tunity give them a chance. 

Mr. TULSHI CHANDRA GO&WAMI : I will not give you many 
names because thore are some cognate subjects which are grouped 
together. 

Mr. SPEYER: So far as this amendment is concerned it involves 

all other amendments which deu-l witk the same issue. 

0 

Rai HARENDfA NATH CHAUDHURI: Ma# I have my motion 
No. 7? • 

*Mr. SPEAKER: No, your amendment is covered by the motion 
unde? discussion, so your purpose will be served if you speak on this 
motion. 




*Zahur Ahmed Cifoudhury, Mr* . * [*M^lda N^rth (Muhammadan).] 
Zaman, Mr. A. ,*M, A.° 1 [Hoogbly cum Serampore (Registered 
Factories) Labour.] ’ * * 

2 - vji > ■ l * .j 

*Ceased to exist as a membor of the Bengal Leg vf'Mive Assembly from the 31st 
August, 1937. * ’ 
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Rai HARENORA NATR 6HATJDMURI : Sir, after the able and 

elaborate speech of my honorable friend ,Mr. Mdnmatha Nath Roy I 
thinly I have very few w<?rds to add to this* discussion. India with all 
its provinces has been presenting" since thq, last century the rare 
spectacle £>f*,a poor country saddled with one^of the •most expensive, 
administrative systems in the wbrlit* Sjnce the yiception of the Indian, 
National Congress, Sir, preSidenA after president* whether Hindu or 
Moslem, Barsi or Christian, even days of modes de 1 ascendency 

.was pleased to draw the # # atte?ifion of the \rovermneiP to the high 
administratis expenditure prevailing in t/L7'* country. Since the days 
of ltanade oT Digby oi*Dutt there lias been no writer on Indian#oonoShics 
and finance of note, who has not dwelt on the point and has not criticised 
the Government of the <jhy for its Vndifterence to the question of high 
administrative expenditme. Sfr # even inside legislatures,* legislators 
after legislators sinctf therVlays of Gokhale have also drawn the attention 
of the Government* to thmnpitter. When this question passed from 
the Legislative Cliamhers to the public platform naturally voices of 
protest became more indignant and demands fttr retrenchment more 
insistent. Yet, "however persistent may have^bm^the popular agitation 
against this extravagant administrative expenditure, the Government 
attitude has* always been one of indifference uihC non-c, balance. They 
lane never cared to understand the public point of view and have never 
consideredT the question of retrenchment seriously. Even^when after the 
introduction of the Moniagu-Chelmsford Reforms there was deficit 
budget after deficit budget and budgets had to be balanced by impqmng 
new taxes, retrenchment committees were f Armed, just to lead us to think 
that real retrenchment would be effected but '.heir recommendations weit* 
never sufficiently heeded. Soon after the Montagu-Ch^lmsford 
Reforms the first retrenchment committee was appointed by the Gov- 
ernment with Sir Raj&idra Nath Mookerjee as Chairman of that Com- 
mittee. That committee recommended a total retrenchment of Rs. 1,05 
lakhs taking all departmental expenditure^ into account, and sjp far 
as General Administration is concerned they recommended in particular 
a retrenchment of Rs. 17J lakhs but, Sir, us soon as thjj purpose of the 
Government was served, namely, the new taxes that had to be imposed 
began to operate ai^d revenue-.-receipts went up and the remission of 
provincial contribution to the Government of India was obtained, there 
was a change and the forge juoyiises o£ reduction or intrench merit 
faded away or rather th£y lapsed into smooth Axcuses only. Sii«$ 
desjiitc tin* recommendations of Sir Rajendra Committee expenditure 
under head of Genera^ Administration alone prog*£^sqfl by so much as 
24*42 Jakhs between 1921 and 1929-30. Then, Sir, when after 1929 
the world entered upon an unprecedented period # of economic depres- 
sion and every bead of our budget received a rude shock and receipts 
began to'droj) abruptly, then another Retrenchment Committee was 
thought of and in 1932 the Second Retrenchment Committee was 
3 ... 
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appointed -by the Government Tiot with* airy hon-official Chairman who 
could be in favour of any, such catastrophic retrenchment as the aboli- 
tion of the posts of Commissioners and such other things, but an 
I.C.S. " Chairman was apointed and the Chairman was no other than 
Mr. Swan who had inside knowledge cf the administration. The 
Btvan Committee again recommenced a' Retrenchment of 17*89 lakhs, or 
something like that "so far as General Administration alone was con- # 
cerned. A^ain, Sir, those rtfi^iimendations Went unheeded and we 
find that in coite of tbore recommendations flie expenditure under head 
‘‘General Administration” .vent up by 16*24 lakhs ^betwc en 1929-40 and 
1967-48. /So during the previous period of Reforms expenditure under 
“General Administration’' alone hade gone up by 24 \V\ plus 16 *24 that is 
by 40 or 41 lakhs. Thai is. Sir, ’the ^xtylyn^tion of my eagerness to 
have this ihotion tabled. Not only tli&t. Sir, we know that there is 
not a single member on theTreasury Benc h \ *>-day who is not aware of 
these recommendation". Many of them wfeMron t lie non official benches 
when these Committees sat and recommended. So we could have 
expected and reasonably expected that .those recommendations would 
be kept in view in framing this budget and making demands for expen- 
diture. But, Sir r .vo see that the present Hon’ble Ministers — 
whether the Finance Minister or the Home Minister or any of their 
colleagues — are behaving altogether like new men in their places as if 
they are quite unaware, of all these things. On the contrary, Sir, we 
see some very ominous indications of their atiitude. For instance 
bot,h the retrenchment committees recommended that the Cabinet 
should be a very small cabinet of four or five members: instead of that 
've see here a cabinet ot l 1 members. Take another point. The Swan 
Committee recommended that the post* of the Deputy President should 
carry no salary at. all: in place of that we have, provided some 4,000 
rupees 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I just interrupt lor a moment \ You cannot 
discuss the question ot emolument because that is a matter of decision 
by this Legislature and does not lie with Government. You cannot 
say that it is the result of Government policy unless you can show that 
Government is res}>onsiblo for the same and thip Legislature is not. 
1 hope you will realise this. 

r < 

i Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDhOrI: Therefore we see that 
there are ample reasons for coming to the conclusion that' the present 
Government is determined to move on old lines and there is absolutely 
no change in its angle of vision. With these words, Sir, I resume my 

seat. 

/ 


Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Mr. Speaker, Sii, I must con- 
fess that It is with a great deal of hesitation that I have risen to taka 
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part in this discussion. , Th£ objection *of the jetrenchment that this 

House is asking for is fey the* purposes of chrrjing out activities which 
would benefit the* nation at large ; During, the general discussion of 
the Budget, $ir, I expressed tlie hope that* the Cabinet would give us 
pome indication of what natipn-bjiilding actifities they were to-cjfrrJ 
•ut during their administration. 4 *It *ls; Six, a # matter* of regret that 
• *neither in this House, nor by nhrap^qf communique published ^in the 
papers, no member of tji^ Government has given us 1ii> slightest idea 
*of*what nation-building Activities they intend t« carry out during their 
administration. ••( 1 oiisequentlj, k>ir, I find it great deal of^itticuJty in 
carrying on discussions in connection with the Budget. At the same 
time, Sir, it cannot be forgotten t\ui’ Miere i*re many kinds ot activities 
which are well-kilown ^hat t^ie Cabinet’ has to earr\ ouf in order To 
benefit the people at, la rye : industries have # to be spread, agriculture has 
to be improved, education has to be carriXl indaj-ger measure, medical 
and sanitation reliefs have got to be given V the people. For all these 
purposes monTy is required. It istauite true. Sjr, that the Budget lias 
shown a surplus of ‘14 lakhs of rupees. Aiter^all the Bills that we 
have passed in'this^IIouse \ do not know, Sir, tayv much is left of the 
44 lakhs ojj rupees at tl* j \present stage, but ?ven assuming that 44 
lakhs would still be left to us 1 consider that the mone\ thus lett will 
be found* to He too short for Jhc purpose of .carrying out those bene- 
ficient activities foi* which people are clamouring. Then bow are those 
activities to be carried out it retrenchment be not effected in Regard 
to the admimstration of this province? Sir, 1 doubt whether there is 
a single Minister present here* who has not in the course ot his public 
life insisted on retrenchment being canied out in regard to administra- 
tion of this province and Sir, this House is entitled to know from 
Government as to wliat steps they intend to take to carry out the 
tilings that the\ demanded in the course ot their public career before they 
became Ministers. I believe, Sir, that before this debate is finished 
we shall get some indication of what the Ministers intend to do in order 
to make money available for the purpose of tjie nation-building activities 
before they resort to additional taxation. I do not know lipw much 
room there is for tthe purpose of levying additional tnxefl from the 
people. 1 myself a believer in the beljyf that there ^ not much 
scope for any additional tg\a4ion? If iftition-hjiil^ing activities are 
to be carried out it must he doite means of retrenchment on <!?e 
existing Administration of the province. When, Sir, we ask for 
retrenchment, we certainly do not ask for retrenchment in the total 
expenditure, fos it would please us all if the total expenditure could 
he increased much beyond the present extent buf that the expenditure 
should be incurred in nation-buildirfg activity and not simply in carry- 
ing on the 'Judicial administration or the Police* administration or 
. similar administration of the province. It is not, Sir, the^trenpth of 
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votes that “will keep the Ministry afive r either”in this province or any- 
where else. It is on the strength ofi the 'nation-building activities that 
they take up in launching tipon new yirogrammes foi the benefit of the 
people that they will demonstrate iheir efficienby. It is^on these pro- 
grammes that their strength and iheir life “will ultimately depend. I 
doubt not, Sir, that it is because of’ the shortness of time that has been 
at the disposal of tM, Ministry that they have not been able to tell uri 

so fai 1 what programmes they have in their minds, but I hope, Sir, that 
. . e - * \ ’ 

before this discussion js finished this House will be„told what is their 

programme >hoth as regards retrenchment of existing, expenditure and 
as regards increased expenditure on those activities to which we are 
looking forward. There gre several, items # of retrenchment and one has 
teen mentioned by Mr. Manmatha Nath c Roy, namely, the abolition of 
Commissioners of Divisions. I belie. e, Sir,, I jpn entitled .to state 
that even the old Government admitted repeatedly that the Commis- 
sioners of Divisions are i»‘> longer required. That post was created 
at a time when the whole province |.vas administered by one Lieutenant 
Governor with the help of \i few Secretaries; after that,. Sir, the Execu- 
tive Councillors and Ministers numbering^ seven with the help of an 
additional number of Secretaries used to parry on the administration. 
Now, Sir, we have eleven Ministers and perhaps we ‘shall have 11 
Parliamentni \ Secretai ies and 11 Parliamentary Under-Secretaries with 
tin* lu'lj) ot whom and with the help of Secretaries* they can certainly 
carry on the administration of the province in a much better ’manner 
than the Lieutenant Governor could do with the help of the 4 or 5 
Commissioners that he hadi 1 hope the Ministry will soon decide to 
abolish the Commissioners that still exbjt, as a relic of the past and for 
whom nobody can claim that there .is much use. . Similarly, Sir, the 
Ministers, if they investigate properh , will find that there is expen- 
diture in other directions that can be cut down either by appealing 
to the Secretary of State, for example, ‘fin regrrd to the Lee Concessions, 
or there might be other expenditure which they can control themselves. 
But in any event, Sir, whether ithey affect the present salaries of the 
I. C. 8., or other superior services or not, it is the duty of the Cabinet 
to see that retrenchment is exercised in order that money may be 
available to benefit the people at large. 

At this stage the House was adjourned fqy 15 minutes. 


(After Adjournment.) 

Mr. SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Sir, with the reforms of 1937 
everybody expects that something will be clone to ameliorate the con- 
dition of masses, to give them medical relief, to drive a*way ignorance 
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by the introduction of prtmSVy eduiation ajut all that. * During the days 
of the Montagu-£helmsford Kefortus ev»r\d) 0 (^y r * cried hoarse for the 
improvement of the natum-buildin^ departments; but* unfortunately 
the Ministers in char^. of the nSPtion-bui^ling departments in those 
days^oulcT n*ot do much to Ameliorate the condition of the people. With 
tie advent of the new reforms everybody expects that this time at any 
^•ate the nation-building departures will not be Starved ]>ut that they 
will be sufficiently well fed, so t hal H will really be found that # some- 
•thkig is being doiy* for the* improvement of tlfe masses, ^>ir, we require 
money fot* agriculture,* grimary education, and for giving l^edieal relief 
to the people. But .where is t*he money to come from? WPhave seen 
in the Budget tliftt there is a # small surplus tyid a portion of which lias 
been taken away by t lit* Bills.recently passed by the Assembly m this 
sessidn. . We require mopey forihe departments of Agriculture, Educa- 
tion, Public' Health and 'Industries. But Wie question is where are we 
to get the money .from. Sir* taxation is <\t- of fhe question. It' you 
begin the reforms with taxation, iiuno time \ou will become unpopular 
and you will n<*t be able to face \oi\r constituency at the next election. 
Therefore, the *onlv# course is to find mone\ truifl somewhere, perhaps 

• w f 

from the receipt side and 4]icn to * 11 1 i ! ise it in 4he best possible way. 
So on the question of retrenchment I wholeheartedly support the cut 

motiqp oi» inj» friends. 

• 

Sir,* there are various departments which require overhauling^ If 
you take the Education Department, l think we shall find that ihere 
are some redundant posts. 1 may say tjiat the posts of the Sub- 
divisional Inspectors of School^may he very conveniently abolished and 
a number of * sub-inspectors increased in order that efficient super- 
vision may be exercised over tbe primary schools. 

Sir, much has been sajd aboist the abolition of the Divisional Com- 
missionerships. Those who were in the first term of the old \ Auncil 
know that since 1021 — when I had tjie honour of being a member-- 
there has been much more talk about doing* away with the posts of the 
Divisional Commissioners. Long 10 years have passed but* nothing 
substantial has been done. Therefore it lies with the Cabinet to Hee 
how far they Van accede* to the washes of # thf House, to d^away with 
the Commissionerships. Muny questions will arfse Us to how to utlliftf 
the staff oi the Commissioners. The'tU are very serious questions which 
will require to he seriously considered by the Cabinet before they can 
do anything in this matter. 

Sir, in the Police Department I wofald suggest that the pasts of t^ie 
Deputy Superintendents may be conveniently abolished and tbe dirties 
now performed by them may* well be done by the* In Rectors and the 
necessary nujn^er of Inspectors be increased. 
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Sir, as regards Circle Officers, 1 should a f is© think that they are 
unnecessary. They are f nothing but frietads, philosd^he^s and guides 
of the President Panchayatft. Their main duties life in checkings the 
accounts of the union boards which*'can very cflnvement^V be done by 
auditors of the'^Co-operative Department af much lower cost. There 
are many items in the f Budget which if gonp through carefully may b$ 
cut down an$ rhonef can be saved if due consideration is given to* 
them. r Then wien it is the wisfi of tfye House that there should be 
some retrenchment in order that money may be saved ( for nation-' 
building departments, I thin* it is tl^e duty of 'the Cabin ej/^f I may 
say so, juf4 to appoint a committee to find out what retrenchments are 
possible in the expenses of the admipistra/ion . Otherwise the Cabinet 
will be unpopular and attempts are being nufde from some quarters 
to make the Cabinet unpopular. But we are hpre to see that the 
Cabinet works properly an# catches the imagination of the people. 
Therefore money must be ^Aaved somehovf, so that *the Ministry may 
show that something tangible has Reen done and the people will see 
that the\ have got a set ot^Ministei/; who are anxious to do them good. 

Sir, there are mam\ things which should be considered by the 
.Retrenchment Committee. Therefore I ho'peMhai the (bbfnet will be 
pleased to appoint a retrenchment committee ver\ shortly consisting of 
both odicials apd non -officials, so that enough mone\ ma\ J>e sa\Vd to 
foster education and give medical relief to the people. About primary 
education I would sa\ that even one almost all of us, here have given 
a pledge to our constituency tliat we will A see that the Primjjn Education 
Act is introduced very soon. Sir, it is nearly six years since the Brimary 
Education Act was passed; nothing unfortunately ha*, been done. 
Only some school boards have been established apd this state of things 
should not continue, as nothing can he done without money. I would 
therefore request the Cabinet to see ( fbat the Primary Education Act 
may l ^ given effect to immediately, without taxation. The Hon'ble 
Nnwab Bahadur of Dacca in his speech delivered in May last at the 
Town Ilall of Rftngpur said that the Primary Education Act would be 
brought #Mito force without any further taxation. Of course, it has not 
been possible for him to do anything owing to circumstances over which 
he has no dpntrol. Everybody gave some sorts of hope'fo the peo])le 
and it is time that* these hopes should be fulfilled. 1 understand the 
Cabinet has got great difficulties «to overcome. 1 understand that the 
Cabinet is hampered in its work. My learned friend, Mr. Kb a i tan, 
has complained 'that he has not seen a programme of their work. 
Of course tlrey have not got a direct programme', but I ' think 
they will ( adopt the programme which has been outlined by the coalition 
group. I sympathise with the Cabinet because the Ministers have not 
had time enough during the last five nfbnths to really look to these 
thipg$, as .they were disturbed by the Opposition. I would ask the 
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Opposition to allow th§ 0aWne4 sufficient iime and after that period if 
they do not show* any willingness* to ameliorate* the condition of the 
peoplp, we shall join haifds — — (Mi* Santc*sh Slumar ’Hasu: Will five 
years doP) with the Opposition. 

/ Mr. SPEAKER: Henceforth fO hiinutes \fill be given to each 
* speaker. 

Dr. I^ALINAItSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I rise to accoNd my whole- 
hearted support to tfie* cut motion proposed by my Hontyle ftiend 
Mr. Mamnatha Nath Iioy. 1 do this as much to draw the attention of 
this House to the Congress programme’ of administering t^e affftirs of 
the S^ate with the utmost possible economy as to draw your attention 
to t lie demands of*tlTe various groups nmWections of our countrymen, 
of whatever creed and whatever caste theyYelohg*to and of the people 
at large in tlf£ villages as well as in the towns of Bengal. This has 
been a demand^ Sir, which has bee|i put forward year in and \ear out 
both in the old. legislature as well as the legislature even before that, 
because we have all felt and^felt very keenly that # Jhe system of adminis- 
tration introduced in Indid l?y the British has been one oi an extremely 
unbalance^ character. My esteemed friend, Mr. P. N. Banerjee, luid 
before you a few days ago the comparative •expenditure incurred in 
Japan, .France and some other progressive countries; and compared 
with that the expenditure that we have incurred in India appears to 
be nothing sljort of a sheer wantage. 1 dr^w attention to the need for 
economy and retrenchment as much to finance the beneficent activities 
as to stop wastage of people s resources in directions that* can be 
pi evented, i have jujft drawn up a few statistics of expenses on some 
1 feuds during the last few \ears. I would like the House to see how 
in spite of insistent demands fi^ni time Jo time the expenditure on 
certain departments has gone up very much beyond reasonable limits. 

With regard to General Administration,, the expenditure in 1917-18 
was only Rs. 25,88,000; that expenditure suddenly jumped up after 
the Montagu-Ghelmsford Reforms was introduced, and in *1927-28 it 
came up to Rs. 1,17,44,000. By 1987-88 it has soared up-so high as 
Rs. 1,58,00,000. The expenditure on Jails in 1927-28, i.e., 10 years 
ago amounted to Rs. 38,59,000. • This year the fmdget provision fe 
Rs. 44,49,000. Under Police, the department which I dare say has 
been very greatly criticised year in and year out *for Uie huge wastage 
of resources, the expenditure in 1917-18 was Rs. 1 ,20,00,000* only ; in 
1927-28 it went up to Rs. 1,85,00,000; now *it has soared pp to 
Rs. 2,28,00,000. Though there hm been a small saving or a smfill 
retrenchment of Rs. 70,00(7 this year, yet, compared wjth the previous 
. increase the reduction is absolutely illusory. 
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Sir,* in *the beneficent departments* on'tfie -other hand, i.e., the 
departments that go t(^ build the nation* and the * departments for 
strengthening 'which the c Am try lias been crying hoarse from time to 
time, we find on the contrary a very sad tale of* negligence — negligence 
/•effected almost* in every sphere. * , 

Sir, in 1017-18 the •provision \infler “Education” was Rs. 81 ,00,001? j 
in 1027-28 it*w$nt up* to Rs. I,37f8(i,0(j0 ; and in .193^-38 it still remains * 
near that figure, namely, # Rs. 1,37,70,000. hn fact, if the total amount 
is calculated/^ e find that there ‘has been a slight /d.’op ,b.y Jts. 16,T)00 
under this^ead from 1027-28 to 1937438* If, during -the last*10 years, 
this has been the achievemenl, of course, God will Only help us and our 
poor population who are* clamouring for primary education and an 
Extension o\ ? the facilities iliat can mtfst na/urally be demanded by 
people when they think of sad f -government. ( , 

Sir, under Medical feliefl; there has be$n afi increase of 5 lakhs only 
— I have combined the Medical and Public Health h£ads together, 
because these two are* allied. j 

Sir, under Agriculture and Go-operation the ^amount provided in 
1027-28, i.e., 10 year* ago was Rs. 22 Ivkhs. It has gone up to 
Rs. 2b, (>8,000 and that also includes the new* provision f6r f J)ebt Set t le- 
nient Boards and some additional expenditure which has. been provided 
for various things which really do no! come under the 'category of 
permanent and recurring improvement grants. * 

' t. 

Under ‘Industries’ again,* the amount has gone up from nearly 11J 
lakhs in 1027-28 to Rs. 10, (<*0,000 and urtder ‘Ci\il Works' 1 the expendi- 
ture has^ gone up from Rs. 1 ,11 ,00,000, in .1027-28 to Rs. 1,31700, 000. 
We have been fold in reply to a question put l>y c me 7o the Uon’ble 
the Finance Minister a few days hack that on account of the new 
Reforms, that have been introduced there lias been a regular increase 
in recurring expenditure to the extenpof Its. J 0,00,000 in this province, 
and so* far as this year is concerned there has been an additional 
expenditure provided for bringing up that total to the extent of 
Its. 20,7)0,000. 1 submit. Sir, that the need f or economy and retrench- 

ment was never felt more keenly than to-day, when on account of the 
expansion of democracy we have to provide for new things and services, 
and when the Upper House and for this Rouse, for the Ministers’ 
j|nd members’ salaries we have to find additional money from some 
source or other. I am not criticising the decision, of this r IJouse as to 
the payment of salaries to members or provision of high salary for the 
Ilon’ble Ministefla and other officers of the Stat£. I submit, Sir, that 
the need for*eeonomy has been all the greater because extra expendi- 
ture has become necessary. I jfciy that in addition to these, we find 
that there 1 are numerous other possible items for which demands may 
be made but which are not now before Ms and for which the Budget 
does not make any provision ]\\9t now. We apprehend ‘ tjiat in course • 
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of time — in two or thr^e * mcsitbs’ time|— we should havn a ’supple- 
mentary budget ^brought up # befofe this*Hou^e.* I realise that there 
may > be a clamour for fmilding adotlier Hohse for the 4 Upper House, 
and an amount for fluff. purpose iffliy be demanded from us. I realise 
that, as tlifc Ilon’ble Mr.* Shirker himself ha$ pointed* out, there 
J)een no provision in the present Hudget for additional .expenditure on 
•the salaries of members ufid for increased provision for the salaries of 
Ministers. That •also, will have lb ie* provided for. Taking aU these 
• thjngs into consideration,* Sir * it would perhaps not he very wrong for 
me to a.^fuihe that* the total expenditure under this liei^C would go up 
nearly to fiali a emit*, b\ the* end of this year; and in ordt^ that 1 there 
should be no uiyJue pressure upon the ]MH)r tax-payers of this country, 
it is very necessary thaj thele should be retrenchment started straight- 
away. I submit that when we demand this economy and retrenchment, 
there is not the ,sltgh test desire on our, part to accuse the present 
Cabinet for any negligence^ on their pai\no? {pr the actions of the 
late Government. 1 submit that as \et lS is a question of omission 
and not one ol commission. 4 I 1 i d that them is 41 good lot for the 
present Government to do. Let us hear t *-da\ # from the Ministry on 
t he floor of this Hohse what* they propose to do^vwlh regard to retrench- 
ment. 1 npist also submit *in the same connecfion that mere promises 
or assurances will not do. We would like that these promises are 
implemented “definitely by some action or oilier. We have had from 
the lips of the Ho a hie the Finance Minister long promises about this 
question of retrenchment, but at the same time he has said that milling 
could be done immediately. Well, there are difficulties; there will be 
difficulties. If the Ilon’ble Mr. Sarker is'prepared to take this House 
into his confidence, let him apj*>int, as my friend on the other side, who 
is a supporter of th<e present Government, pointed out — lei him take the. 
House into his confidence and proceed to retrench expenses at once* 
&nd straightaway, just as the Ministries in the Congress provinces have » 
done. Let him at once s»tart action on this matter, just to let us know 
what actually he means by his promises and proposals for retrenchment. 

Sir, I would not take much of your time, but I would like to say 
only this that so far as civil administration is concerned, thisj province 
has one of the most expensive administrations. From comparative 
statistics I notice that while Bengal in 19ty‘l-34 had to sMnd J ‘3*4 per 
cent, of her general revenues ^n General Administration, Bombay 
spent 7*5 per cent., the United 'Provinces 11*4 per cent., the Punjab 
9*2 per cent, and so on. I say that there must be some time when, 
somehow and through some method, we shall he 'ablet to effect economy 
and retrenchment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I wguld like to know the views of the Leader of 
the Congress Group whethe£ he would desire me to bring the discus- 
sion on this motion to a close at about 5-45 p.m., so tfyat tlje pext 
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motion may -be taken up. If ^,hat is *their dfcsii^,.I would suggest thai 
the Hon ble Finance Minister or the Hon’ble the Honnj A^inister mighl 
immediately rise up to reply*, and after that I 4 shall put the motiop tc 
vote. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08,WAMl:“ I have no objection, Sir. 

* * • ' * . 

Tha Hon’ble* Mr. NALINI ' ItANJAN 8AftkPR: Sir, I quite 
appreciate the feelings ofHhe members * of fljis House in regard Jo 
retrenchment/^?! the administrative cost # of the •Governments. Sir, if 
we have nq^ndicated any scheme of retrenchment? in the budget, it is 
not because we are indifferent to it or that we do not appreciate the 
necessity for ^retrenchment, *but because wifh th’« time at our disposal- 
very short time at»our disposal — it w^s*not possible to consider the 
question of retrenchment. I^hall also be able Vo show wit a -later stage 
of my speech that, s <4 fiir k\M Bengal is concerned, fi lot* of retrench- 
ment. has already been madpnnd this leaves less scope for retrenchment 
than is usually believed* Sir, administration is expensive all the world 
over, and no country ^an diaim that it has attained an’ideal stage of 
economy, so that these ‘•is always room for •economy and retrenchment 
in every country, of course, including Bengal. We, tqo,# appreciate 
the need for retrenchment, and Government’s policy is that, so far as 
the important departments of Government are concerned— I mean 
General Administration, Administration of Justic*e and Police — we 
shall wgurselves prepare memoranda on the lines of the debate in this 
House suggested during the general discussion on the Budget, and on 
tiro demand for grants. Wv hope to have complete proposals for- 
mulated at an early opportunity. We want to bold a conference of 
members of this House before the nex^ Budget is presented in order to 
discuss across the table what are the lines on which retrenchment can 
he effected, as well as to analyse and dismiss the difficulties and* 
obstacles towards effecting hetrenchnYenf , and also to arrive at a 
solution on the basis oi such discussion. So, Sir, Government is not 
indifferent to proposals for retrenchment. On analysing' the Budget 
estimates it will be found Flint if retrenchment lias to be effected it 
will have Mo be mostly in the direction of the salaries of the existing 
Government servants. So far as future and new entrants are con- 
cerned, the previous Government has reduced • their scales of pay to 
sqph an extent, viz.*, liy about 15 per cent.p that as a matter of fact 
the salaries are now lower than the salaries that are in vo<?u£ in other 
provinces even those ^prevailing in the Congress provinces. As the 
House knows, Sif, under the Government of India Act, we cannot 
touch the salaries of the. superior services; so we can offly lay the axe 
on p the provincial and the subordinate services under the control of 
this ^Government. But, Sir, whether it is desirable or not to cut down 
the salaries of the existing officers, that *will be a matter which will 
have to be Jiscusse4 at the conference proposed in order’ t^ oome to a 
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conclusion on this matter/ I *think, Sir J I have be*en able to make 
my position cl^ar*so far as Gftvernfnent’s •policy in regard to retrench- 
ment is concerned.* * 4 * * 


. *• 9 

Then, po/ning to the statements made by different members of this 
Housb, I wa*s very much disappointed to heiir*the speech of my friend 
^Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy. •When d member of his position and stand- 
* ing and one representing the Congress Party was mitkftin^ tlie debate, 
I thought that it wou\d ,be really helpful to Government ill that 
constructive .suggestions *would be received from him. ^Vt the outset, 
Sir, I sh child fike. to bring to joiw notice — perhaps you coiNd not cjatch 
his words at the time — that he said that we perpetrated eoiTuption by 
increasing the salaries of thp members of tj^ie Legislature in order to 
get our own salaries invreasej. Sir, my knowledge of jphe hlnglisji 
language is very, very limited, i 1 have been trying for t lie last half 
an hour to find a proper’ word -as to how iVl describe that sort of state- 
ment, and T tail to do «*o m* terms ot language Hiat would be Parlin- 
mentan. I can only say that this is n most untrue statement. It is 
the members ot, this House who voted a salary ^higher than that pro- 
posed In Us. t A VOTCK FROM 'I11K CoWRF.SS IU.NT1IKS * I loilie-tlirust . ) 
Then, he also complained jiiat we»are indiffereyt* to formulating any 
const ru< tive" programme such as 1ms been initiated in the Congress 
provinces, I ^submit, Sir, I have not yet seen what other provinces — 
the Congress provinces included — have dorte towards initiating a 
programme of reconstruction on a large scale. 1 have seen only one 
Congress province whose (io\ eminent has ordered that hhiuldar should 
be worn by a}Hts officers. (M # r. Kiimn S\nk\r R \y : They have not 
prepared tbcir budget as yet.) For the information of Mr. Kiran 
Sankar Rn\, Sir, 1 might say tfiat the Bombay Government hao already 
presented its budget*. Our polic\ also, Sir, is that, Indian-made goods 
and particularly Bengal-made goods should he used in all Government 
departments. # ^ 

Then, Sir, in the Congress election programme and also in the 
speeches of its President, Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru, scaling down of 
debts ot cultivators was a very important* item of Hie programme. 
Though we are not a Congress Ministry here, we, too, have started 
operations tor scaling down tl*e debts of the agriculturists which are 
so burdensome ; but, Sir„ a solution of this problem camu^ he reached 
overnight, and I do not tfyinfc tfiat any* Congress, province, too, has 
solved it overnight. We have s*tarjed organizations throughout, the 
whole province, and we hope that within a year or two our arrange- 
ments for scaling down debts will be completed. *Mo%t. of the Congress 
provinces have .not yet made a start even. 9 


Another item in the Congress programme is to amend the*land l^jvs 
of this country so as to g^ve relief to the tenantry. In this province, 
also, the Government are sliortly introducing a BilP to amend the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. Further, the Government propose 1 q appoint a 
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Commission' to go into the various intricate. questions of land laws in 
order to find a solution # of n Variety* of problems. (Mr. Jf. C. Gupta: 
Why not a committee of *tlfe whole House?) * 

Then Sir, as I have made it perfectly clear in my Budget statement, 
thefre are other matters also engaging ouf attention, viz^, the qu^tion 
of adult education and*free comptilsfiry primary education. I may sa>* 
Sir, that my. colleague the Edp^ttjon Minister, h* giving his serious 
attentfbn to this subject, and he hopes # t<* evolve a scheme very shortly. 

ltegarding^chemes in other departments, * we hate i$ad% a begm- 
ning»in alj^Tst every department, and ifcy colleagues* will *put before 
the House the policies that they want to pursue reg*ard;ng their respec- 
tive departments. I may* also say that, practically, most of the 
important itfcms that found a place in thf election manifestoes of other 
groups in this House have been taken u'p by the departments concerned, 
so that it will be seen tjiat 3re have gone a’boqt giving a # good start to 
the various principles' and policies of the different groups $f this House. 
Irrigation was also ong of the itenv* in the election maifife,».toes. We 
have taken steps to initiate certain Irrigation schemes t»oo. Of course, 
members will see thin „t he amount provided for this purpose is very 
small, inasmuch as in •order to fran'e a comprehensive scheme, surveys 
will have to be made first, and, thereafter large operafions could be 
undertaken. We have made provision for surveys for a 'big -irrigation 
scheme. (Uni •Hakkndka Natii Ohai diii iu : By means of your 
Tanks Bill?) 

There is a great demand for improvement of waterways, and it was 
mentioned in the election manifestoes cff some of the groups in this 
House that the waterways of this province should be improved. We 
have, therefore, made some provision Jor the establishment of a Water- 
ways Board. When the Waterways Board will H* established, the rest, 
of the work will he undertaken by that Board. Mr. Manmatha Nath 
Roy said that though Retrenchment Committees were appointed, 
Government in the past did not give any effect to the recommendations 
of those Committees. On enquivy into the matter, I have found that 
during the last 16 years,* since the inauguration of the Montagu- 
Chelmsfovd Reforms, the previous Government could make retrench- 
ment to the extent of Rs. 270 lakhs of which Rs. 150 lakhs was perma- 
nent. retrenchment. * 

• * * 

* My friend Rai Hafendra Nath Qhaudhtiri said that Government 
have not given effect to the Swan Committee’s report. The Swan Com- 
mittee recommended Betrenrhment to the extent of about Rs. 150 lakhs 
quoting from memory and up to date retrenchment involving an 
ultimate savifig of about a crore of rupees under various lieads has been 
effected. ‘There .were recommendations of the Swan Committee which 
oould not be given effect to because Government thought they were not 
practicable and Subsequently it was found* that they were not necessary 
either, because the. Swan Committee sat at a time when othere was a 
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deficit of Rs. 1£ crores- to’inapt . ^ioriual|expenditure. So . necessarily 
many of the recommendation* of Hie Confmittee have not been 

thought necessary, to give effect to* 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: # Because *you have gcst a 
surplus ? ' 

The Hon’ble Mr. N ALIN I RANtfAN BARKER: I am coming to 
•that, do not be impatient-’ One" of their recdmmendatkms was that all 
roads maintained dut \)f Provincial Revenues, save onfS^those which 
are important lines ^of ’communication, should be handed t\ver to the 
local authorities* thereby effecting a saving of almut its. 31 lakhs. 
This could not be done, in view of the financial condition of the local 
bodies. Then a saving *if Rs': 03,900 was estimate;] by the Retrench- 
ment Committee <]uP to Abe closing of sub-registry offices. Rut on 
individual examination <mly 32 offices wen clo*e<] thereby resulting in 
a saving of Rs. 12,090. It was found that the closure of more offices 
would seriously inconvenience, the *public. I ran place the whole list 
of the recommendations of that Committee before this House. 1 have 
gone into almost every item. of their recommendations and T think that 
under the present condition* most of them are not necessary and the 
few which will he found necessary will ho given effect to in due course. 

Ti'ien, Sir, regarding the \nrious statistics camparing pur expenditure 
with that ot hi pan — 1 ha\c no experience of hipan and I do not want to 
go so far. Rut if comparison is necessary we can \cn well compa** 1 our 
expenditure \v,9h that of our sister provinces. 

So far as the expenditure on civil administration is concerned, I can 
show from the. budget figure of 1930-37 that whereas Bengal's expendi- 
ture pel head ot population is 1*04, Bombay’s is 1*5, Madras 1*18 and 
the Punjab 1*30. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Tt is very easy to compare the 
expenditure per head of population hut what about the revenue? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: 1 wilh read to 
you what is the expenditure of Bombay. Bombay is a Congress pro- 
vince and th‘e» Finance Minister there who bas presente(}^lhe budget 
estimate a few days ago is a Congress Minister, and so far as the 
General Administration is concerned I can say that Bengal has not 
fared very much worse than that Congress province. Now, Sir, coming 
to the Civil Secretariat, our expenditure is Rs. 17,07,000, which has 
been so much criticised in this House, while that of# Bombay is 
Rs. 16,35,000. I am comparing our figures with that in th§ Bombay 
Finance Minister’s statement. Though the population of Bombay *is 
half of that of BengaP for their Civil Secretariat they $pend 
Rs. 16,35,000. ‘ 
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Then with regard to thegprovisibn /or •Comipissioners of which we 
have heard so much,* evep, 5i the Congiess province of Bombay they 
have not up till now albtdifched tlfe Commisliionerahips of divisions. 
Their expenditure is Rs. ^06,800 And our expenditure is Rs. 4,27,000 
because we haua got double their population* and our area ijfc much, more 
than that of Bombay^ “ *“ 

• • 

Dt NALlNAKSHA SANYAt: 'How many days*in a week do they 
come to office ? * 

Yhe H^bie Mr. NALINI RANJAH BARKER : That is not the 

Finance Minister’s job. His job is to enunciate policies. 

• . * • 
f Then with regard to the Public Service Commission which has been 

chracterised by Mr. Roy as a white* elephant, I say that the 'same 
white elephant is beinjj maintained at the same co£t by the Congress 
province of Bombhy. Our estimate *is Rs. 88,000 and theirs 
Rs. 87,000. 

Dr. NALINAKSKfl SANYAL: What # a bout relief of taxation and 
relief of excessive reift ? * 

Mr. SPEAKER: L tlpnk there ought to he a limit to’TnteTruptions. 


TJie Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: There is no 
permanent settlement there and so they could gave rel^f. We shall 
give relief through the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act. We 
cannot give direct relief except through such a measure. 

1 do not wish to deprecate the services rendered by my confreres 
in other provinces. Naturally the difficulties are equal in case of 
Congress and non-Congress Ministries* The Congress Ministers cannot 
change the whole system overnight and we the non-Congress Ministers 
cannot also transform the whole, system in a day. So far as the effect 
of the retrenchment is cont'erned, in Bombay the rate of salary is about 
00 per cent, more than what we pay in Bengal. The last Government 
reduced the pay of the future entrants \o provincial and other services 
to an exteiH* which the Obn<jress provinces have not ye! been able to 
£euch. * 

My friend Mr. Manmatlia Nalh Roy said that* the cost* of general 
administration has been increased by 24 lakhs iij comparison with last 
year. The explanation of this is given at pages 7H72 of the Red 
Book. 

L My frfend Mr. Khaitan has said that we are indifferent to retrench- 
meAtg. Certainly not. We are not only hot indifferent but we are 
as enthusiastic as any member of this House to effect retrenchment. 
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Mr. D. P. KHAITAN l On a^er^onal explanation, Sir. ,1 never said 
they are indifferent. ’ * J 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I vould advise, you not |o be so w icliy. 

- 

* , *> 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAUNI RAN JAN BARKER: Coining to the 
question of retrenchment I should frankly say thaf the 'system of large 
salaries which is usually prevalent in (lie profession to \Jhich my friend 
Mr/ Khaitan Jieloqgs is a great obstacle in fhe way of. retrenchment. 
Government canmjt give a salary which will he disproportionate to the 
environments and 1 know that the salaries which are giveh- in com- 
mercial houses are very high. If we come to the ideal state of things 
so far as Government '‘salarie*’ are concerned, as envisag'd by some 
of the members of the House \'ou will find that they are quite dispro- 
portionate. Government,, must be prepare?!* to nay the economic value 
of the servicer winch they 'get. If the businessmen give us help by 
moving towards that ideal both in their own life and also in the lives 
of people serving under them, the Government would be helped in 
giving effect to retrenchment, 

M\ friehd'was also disappointed that we have not put our programme 
before the Hpuse. 1 made it perfectly clear in my budget speech that 
it was not possible to formulate in detail the p/ogrammtyj of the depart- 
ments within the little time at our disposal. The respective Ministers 
will, in appropriate time, gi\e an indication of what they intend do. 
I ma\ make u* general statement that out ot an\ available resources 
that liuvy'oe^fef t after meeting the normal obligations even piee of that 
will be spent -on naiion-lmilding departments. 

Mr. Khaitan criticised that the Government had not provided much 
for expenditure on agriculture and industry. Hut as I have indicated 
in my budget speech this •’was nb‘t possible* It is not that agriculture 
and industry were two persons who came to the Secretariat and asked 
for their share of the revenues, so that we could, pav one cheque to 
Mr. Agriculture, another to Mr. Industry and a third to Mr. Public 
Health. Is that possible? For every demand made for an# depart- 
ment a scheme must be prepared. My friend Mr. Khait^i knows the 
difficulty. He and myself in our respective Chambers were crying 
ourselves hoarse for improving the cottage industries. But we havs 
not been afble to fraifie schemes whiefi a responsible Minister could give 
effect to. We could only intimate our ^nxietv to do 
certain tilings for Industry and Agriculture. So * far as 
Industry is concerned, this Government is helping an 
Industrial Syndicate or industrial ^corporation for financing sitfall 
industries And in that industrial corporation Mr. Khaitan a director. 
I think that the prosperity of small industries will be gwen a great 
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fillip if thqt industrial corporation is forked out properly. Govern- 
ment has advanced money 9 Government has guaranteed against loss: 
and Government is bteayijig the maintenance cost to the extent of 
Rs. 20,000 a year. ^ jt ; 

* Then about * the Commissioners he 'says that the system of 
Commissioners was ^devised when there w r as only one Lieutenant 
Governor I • quit*? appreciate that it wa, to assist tftet 

Lieutenant Governor that the posts of Commissioners were devised. 
Even now in jilace of oifc Lieutenants fiovernor there are one Governor 
and 11 M lifters and 1 do not say th^t the Commissioners are* absolutely 
nedessaryT But if you say th&t because^ there was one 

Lieutenant Governor 50 years ago so the post of Commissioners should 
be abolished, I do not agree.. There w^s no Council then, no members. 
There were not so many questions ar.d resolutions and so m.uclf dis- 
cussion at that time. If the volume of work is an index of the requisite 
number of officers; 1 trunk under the prevailing conditions Commissioners 
can find a place in our presen I -day elaborate schemes -of things. By 
that I do not say that Government will not review the position of Com- 
missioners to see if ib .is possible that Commissioners can be utilized 
in other spheres of work than thc\ have hitherto been doing and the 
Government will examine the question and the findings xv i It be commu- 
nicated to the Assembly next year. When occupying the Bench 
opposite I ofbm said myself that the Commissioners in some respects 
were the fifth wheel of the coach, they were Cost Offices but there are 
other duties and other things now devolved on them which may neces- 
sitate utilizing their services in some other useful writ's.. Sir, I have 
heard some of the speakers say that some of us gave pled'gvs to the 
constituencies that the administration cost should be reduced. T do 
not say that it will not be reduced where possible but 1 ask my friends 
not to give too much stress on the election pledges. 1 have seen pledges 
and J have seen manifestoes wherein it was, stated that some members 
entered the Council only to end it but from subsequent attitude we find 
that they have come to work the constitution. Sir, this is what I want 
to sa> in this connection, that we are not indifferent to the question 
of retrenchment. We shall try our best to cut, down the expenditure 
in our administration wherever possible, but I would point out that 
there are difficulties because- there are some Services which we cannot 
touch and in those others I do not think that you will be able to effect 
so much saving that this will be sufficient for the national reconstruc- 
tion scheme envisaged by some of my friends opposite, but in any case 
whatever- retrenchment is possible Government will try to effect. 

k The Non’ble Mr. A. K. FAZbUL HUQ: I think we may fairly 
congratulate ourselves that our friends of the Opposition have been 
crediting us with possessing supernatural powers. Since we came into 
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office on the 1st of April. Iffrpes *%re expressjd that we would be’ able to 
change the fa^ie of Bengal in *the bourse t)f *a %ingle .night. Perhaps 
we have belied expectations and I am certainly sorry Sir,* if with our 
human limitations we haw not beefi* able t(f fulfil their expectations. 
Sir, we lie'ar every day in this House and on the t publie* platform and » 
tha columns of newspapers ^escripAon* of the gj-eat achievements of 
oilier provinces wlie^e. Congress Ministers are in office.* is not for 
me to criticise the activities of our colleagues in other provinces bu4 our 
misfortune is, Sii* that Ve have got.no newspapers Jo boom our 
activities.** (A* Voip" rrtbM Co$gi;ess Benches: “Star India”?) 
The “Star of India V*is only a Journal and not a newspaper. A news- 
paper, Sir, under* conditions prevailing in Jndia, is only a sheet of 
paper containing false news, innuendos aud most abominable puhlico- 
tion>*to 4 suil t lie 4 pui|»ose> parUcular factions and cliques. Tin* “Stai* 
ot India" is nothing of th£ kind. It is a cltaui ] taper and 1 do not wi>h 
to disgrace the'^fthfr of India” by putting it oit the same level with 
other journals published. 

• i 

Now, Sir, let ine come to one or two facts vlii<Ji l wish the membeis 
of this House to retdember in, connection with tlfis question of retrench- 
ment of expenditure. Let, me say at once that* wc definitely accept 
the policy of economising the expenditure, and in order to show that 
we are in*earnest, I am going to repeat the statement which has been 
made by my Hon’ble friend the Finance Minister and which mav 
perhaps *have escaped the notice of the members of this House, ^iir. 
it is always very easy to say that economy should be effected in a 
particular (JlWttion but when you come to gtve effect to suggestions of* 
that kind* you will fijid practical difficulties in the way. I will give 
one or two concrete •instances. M.y friend the Finance Minister has #( 
said that the Swan Committee recommended the abolition of 71 Sub- 
Kegistry offices and we have as a matter of fact closed down about 31 
offices. Now, Sir, when i cam£ into offide and took charge of that 
department I found half a dozen applications awaiting me urging on 
behalf of the general public in certain* areas not merejy not to close 
down but to create half a dozen more offices, and up to now there has 
been an incessant cry from many districts for the opening ot more Sub- 
Registry offices. Whenever I want to close down an office at one place 
or amalgamate it with another. neighbouring Sub-Registrjroffice, there 
is immediately a great agitation not only not to close it but to have* 
another in addition to the one already in existence. That shows that 
although this House jnay recommend that the SubjRegistry offices 
should be closed when it comes to actual practice, it is found • that the 

public themselves do not like economy to be effected in those directions. 

* • 

• Then, Sir, if you will^ permit m*e, Mr. Speaker, to bring to # the 
notice of this’ House that when you were a membei of a certain 
Retrenchment Committee you advocated retrenchment in tb6 sphere; of 
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education in vafrious directions and L reifiefiiber, Sir, when I proposed 
in this House reddc^on# -in thg expenditure in °the department of 
Education on those lines 'y° u we ^ e th® first man 1° U P an( l s^y 
these retrenchments eannut be effected. That' shows, Sir; the difference 
.between making a recommendation and c carrying it .out' in , actual 
practice. t 

Then another instance, Si;> i* of Mr. Haidar? When he was thfe 
Secfetary of the Retrenchment Copyuittee . lie recommended certain 
retrenchment' in the Department of Excise but .when Jie fyecamb t tie 
Cu^nmissiptfer of Excise he came up to Government not cnly not to 
economise but to increase expenditure under tlmse heads. I do not 
for a moment mean to 'av that retrenchment is impossible. Even 
in the wotst conditions it is always possible # to economise expenditure. 
What we propose to do is this, and T hope 'this assurance will satisfy 
the House. We have heftrd the debates, we have taken a note of the 
points which have fieen brought out prominently for tjie purpose of 
effecting economy. We propose ,to discuss these matters with depart- 
mental officers and before we meet again in March, before we put 
forward our budget, we propose to have, conference, more than one if 
necessary, with different sections 'of the House, sitting across the table 
and ourselves make out plans for retrenchment in all directions. 
Retrenchment Committees will not do. These Committees fire always 
looked at with' disfavour by the public and for very good reasons. There 
have been retrenchment committees and all the materials will be at 
our ^disposal. We will discuss and arrive at means of % economising by 
exchange of views and — *’f 1 may use that expression-' -bv means ol 
negotiation with the members of opposite Benches. Having considered 
every question on its merit and having considered the practical diffi- 
culties raised in the way, we will find out ways and means to get over 
the difficulties. 1 think these conferences will lead to a good deal of 
useful results. This is not mere assurance if we do not do this in the 
next few months, you can then say that we have broken our promise. 
We do not break our promises, we really mean to affect economy if 
only to get a credit for having done something in consonance with 
populai’ views. With this assurance T hope the House will be satisfied 
that we have accepted the policy of looking into the budget in order to 
effect ecomfenies and that we will be able to find out some means of 
satisfying the popular demand. ^ * 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 1,18,5*1,000 under the head 
“General Administration” be reduced by Rs. 100 on the ground of 
retrenchment of expenditure was put and lost. 

r Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, if I had no 
grievance at all against this department, ihe evasive and misleading 
and 'incorrect replies given by the Hon’ble Labour Minister to-day to 
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my question would supply me wfth sufficient incentive and provocation 
to move for* ilie* cut the entire ambuflt 4iept -at his disposal. 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, \t ha| been our experience in this House that when- 
ever any legVimate criticism of the Government or the Treasury 
Benches is staffed, the cry of^Tslam in danger" or o communal i ff 
iscaised, be. it the question ef release (ft detenus, «be it the question of 
•release of Andaman . prisoners, ‘be ^ the question *>f- salaries of 
Ministers 

• *9 

The Hcftl’ble Ith. |f, 8( SUK(R AWARD Y : On a point of order, iiir. 
Will the Hon’ble # Member be asked to stick to the subject of discussion 
instead of talking about release of prisoner#? 

'• \ 

Rai. HARENDRA NAjH CHAUDHURJ: May I ask, Sir, if it is 
a point of ordor? . •• 

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 do not think it is a point *ot ordei. *Xor do I 
think I can stop Mj. Kilmath Banerji. But* 1 said before and 
I would repeat it now, I wtdild appeal to every «sect ion ot tin 4 House 
that the debate might not* be conducted in a manner which might 
jeopardise, t he, communal relationship and harmony for which you are 
all anxious. Sir, l (juitc appreciate the feelings expressed and I hope 
the Hobble Mr. Suhiawardy will see. the relationship ot what 1 was 
>a\ ing. •* 

Mr. Banmjr, I would remind you 1 hat thft debate will close at (>--{(>* 
p.m. I "would ask \o\i to com# to \our point so that the ljon'bh* 
Mr. Kuhraw ard\ might give Ins reply. 

• 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: !^r, I was raightinvay coming to the 
point. This communal cry has been raised by the members of the 
Treasury Bench and by no other person than the ffon’hle 
Mr. Sulnawardv . ((’inks or: No, no.) 1 ( # aii prove if to (lie Houm*. 
The strike in the jute mills started long before this Government came into 
office. But after this Government assumed power- — whatever power is 
given to them* by the Constitution, immediately attempts^vere made 
to break the strike. It mu^ remembered by this* House that wr 
discussed ail £*ljourmnent motion rlgaiding the jute mill strike when 
an order un3er section 144 was applied to make i^ impossible for the 
leaders of t lie working* people to go to their respective constituencies. 
Even Ave were assured then that wdiatever might have bappmed it was 
not going to happen again. I am sorry to inform this House that eve* 
after this solemn assurance these things happened and happened .to 
the members of t*his House-*-T mean comrade Xiharendu Hutto 
Mazumdar, cojnrade A. M. A. Zaman and myself — we,were nq£ alfpwfd 
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to go to our constituencies, f When I am leaking this statement I know 
the full gravity of it 1 . \ have been warneyl by the Speaker twice 
but in spite of that I am going to makq thi^ statement, because 
eveiy where we bad gone, we had been fape'd with this qqestion — that 
we did not want an improvement ok, the condition of labour ‘in the 
jute mills but we wanted to break' the Ministry by no-confidence in Vhe 
Hon’ble Mi-, ^uhrawardy. , t , ' ‘ 

(The Hon’mj*. Mr. IF. S. Suiirawakdy : Can he prove it?) 

t r i# *■ 

I have no proof to show that this has been 'done 'direct ly by the 
Hdn’ble Mr. ttuhrawardy, but this fact hus been "brought to his notice 
mail} times. At least L can accuse him of conniving. 

<r ' 

Mr. WEAKER; Mr. Ranerji, the personal conduct of a Minister 
is not in issue. You are^here concerned vV it h tliu labour policy. It 
you want to bring in personal issues, your remedy i'^ a vote of no- 
confidence on the Minister concerned. In discussing the policy of the 
department, \ou must confine your points to the policy and unless you 
can show that your' remarks have something to do with the labour 
policy of the Govenyuent they aje out b£ order. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, 1 was exact 1;. referring 
to the labour policy, as I feel that it has taken a communal colouring, 
hut I shall not refer to these matters an\ more and shall now take 
other points. 

Sir, referring to the answers given to the questions *pigt to him this 
at 1 ci noon the llon’hle Minister has been pleased to say thah most of 
the mills had gone hack to work by the 7th Ma\ and there was no 
general strike in progress at that time. Sir, I* may say that that state- 
ment is an absolutely incorrect one. It has been ]K)iuted out by 
comrade Niharendu Duttf. Mazumdhr that there was a general strike 
at that time and prolonged negotiations were going on in which no 
other person than the Chief Minister and the Labour Minister took 
part for days together and ultimately terms which were given to the 
two Ministers were mostly accepted and the assurance was drawn up 
b\ them and accepted by us. Perhaps he is technically correct when 
he says t i&t there were no •terms of settlement between the strikers and 
the jute mills association. But there wer« certainly terms of settlement 
between t he representatives of the strikers on ore side arnj Government 
ami Ministers on the other. And in a way in^ regard to the terms of 
settlement with the jnte mills association the Hon’ble Ministers acted 
as go-between. 

* Sir, Regarding cases of victimisation, the workers in different mills, 
a “(question was put that over 400 strikers of Fort Gloster Jute Mills, 
Sepahi Singh of Fort William Jute Mills, 300 men- in Nuddea Jute 
Mills, 300 men in Belvedere Jute Mill and 300 men in other mills 
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have been victimised. this# question ^the Hon’ble Minister has 
replied that so far as he is'awase there hav£ heei^ llo cases of victimisa- 
tion. I shall remind himtihat only hfter the ‘strike was called off the 
Hon’ble Minister iasuedLy statement«in which he said that there were 
400 cases »of Victimisation. • Of course, he tried to defend himself Igv 
saving that 400 was a small nuiriber^s compared with the. total number 
of 3,00,000 jute workers. Perhaps lie forgot this # whqp he said that 
*he was not aware oJ any case of vietfhrisation. ‘These erases of victi- 
misation were brought to ‘the ^irttice of the* Hon’ble Minister when 
these casas numbered only 400 and to-day it is nearly 2.Tl00. Rut the 
Hon'ble Minister says that he is* not aware of such cases. In ftne 
case it was pointed out by comrade Dutta Mazumdar that 1 20 persons 
were victimised on accQunt o£ their Trade Vnion activities, altlfou^ji 
in the assurances it was Hearly^tated that no one v<pild he victimised* 
lor joining* the gfrike *or the Trade lijiion. (Thk Hon’w.io ALk . 
iSniHAWAHDY : *The>* werf» ojily dismissed.) Nftw he says that t hey 
were not victimised but dismissed — I do not know what he really 
means. The Mill Association on one side asserted that there was no 
victimisation, tint we said that there was vicffimfsation. In the assur- 
ance itself he had accepted .tb at theje would be pn investigation, and 
this was a fit case for investigation. 1 am sorry to say that the Hon’ble 
Minister ^cceyts every word which the -lute Mills Association sa> in 
a waf as if it is his master's voice and that is tlfe most deplorable thing 
in the wjiole affair. 

Sir, then there was an assurance that there would be thorough 
investigation in which all the parties would he satisfied. In reply, the* 
Hon'ble Minister said that he wjys making an enquiry into the condition 
of the labour of the jute mills. May 1 ask him how there have been 
so many cases of dismissal? AVe have always insisted on the formation 
nt a Board of Enquiry according to the Trade Unions Act, as it 
was assured during t lie adjfliirnmAit motion* which we moved in April 
last, but it has not been accepted. About the withdrawal of cases the 
Hon’ble Minister is technically correct,* as there was no word of with- 
drawal in writing hut there was an assurance that cases arising out 
of the strike would, he liberally considered. 1 want to infohn this 
House that oqt of nine oases three have been withdrawn hi which b> 
persons were involved. The», m x. oases •which were nor withdrawn 
involved about GO persons. • In on,e case one liufii A*as convicted and 
sentenced t<* four mouths’ imprisonment and he is still serving out his 
term. I submit that Jhe Hon’ble Minister has given, us a misleading 
answer when he says that the assurances have beeu ampK imple- 
mented. Are we to take the assurance of the fhief Minister and the 

Labour Minister in this way to be of.no value? * • 

• 

Sir, these are the acts *of •ommission and omission ^regarding the 
assurances. JTiis, I am constrained to say, is due to the encouragement 
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that the mill auihorities ar^ getting either fr&m the district authorities 
or from the Ministry i/self and thfey are tlius victimising^ about 200 to 
300 men from the dift'efeiit mills and the ‘number of such cases is 
already over 2,000. We think, Sir, that there is a deliberate attempt 
to provoke another stride and the reasons aVe not far to seek.* I think 
the Hon’lble Mr. Suhrawardy lias jfot f>£en able to forget that he liipi- 
self went to Kankinara and asked the- men foot to jqin the strike. Thty 
result was that on the next ddy* they all joined thl strike. Therefore 
he says that there was incitement giVt*fi to men to strike. If he w e ants. 
some consolation in saying this, we have no objectSoii. rBut f £ want to 
wai'n this House that about 2,50,600* men* wertt ’on strfke having 
legitimate grievances which have been admitted * by the Hon’ble 
A^r. Suhrawardy and the ‘Chief MinisteV and # unless these grievances 
ure redressed things will not be normal. and jnuiceful, and 1 think A very 
soon then* will be another ^jrike of still larger dimensions.. I' wish to 
remind only one sentum-e in the statement that was t issued by the Chief 
Minister in which lie said that he was making the statement with the 
full concurrence of the Labour Minister, and that no ^Government in 
India had before thisf held out such assurances to labour. I would 
like to add only — that "never before have, Government assurances been 
so callously broken. * ' , , 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is a very important debate. ‘ I under- 
stand that the Nationalist thirty has practically no motion of their own 
to igove. In view of the importance of the subject, 1 will extend the 
time-limit. 1 shall ask Mr. Cooper, Mr. Dutta Mazumdar and 
'Mr. Aftab Aii to speak a fid then Mr. Khaitun and each of^ them will 
ha\e It,) minutes. The debate will then be brought to a close. This 
is the only mutter on which the labour representatives will be able to 
ventilate their grievances and 1 do not want ho curtail the time. 

Mr. C. G. COOPER: * Sir, I have had the honour of being a 
member of the Bengal Legislature for nearly 15 years and during that 
long term it has been lyy privilege to represent one constituency, 
namely, the Indian Jute Mills' Association. My Hon'ble friend 
Mi. Sibnatli Banerjee, I am glad to say, made the tfrst public disavowal 
of an allegation which has been frequently made in the«press that we 
the Indian Jute Mills Association made, an agreement with our labour 
* which we did not ahitlc by. I confirm his statement by saying that we 
made no agreement with labour whatsoever. * « 

* i 

Mr. SIQNATH BANERJEE: On a point of personal explanation, 

Sir, I said that the Ministrv did. 

1 * 

« 

Mr. C. C. ‘COOPER: I am not aware whether Government did or 
did npt. so far as my Association is concerned we $id not. We 
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made it clear to our labour frhai if'and wfcen they returned uncondi- 
tioually to wor£ wespromised'them that then! be no victimisation. 

M e have abided loyally and truly by bur promise and any one who says 
that we kave«not abidec? by our prcmiise is Incapable of speaking the 
truth. I ieifipliasi.se, Sir, that there has been pio vuftimisation. 
friend Mr. Sibnath Banerjee has*madb s<yne reference in this connection 
Jc? the Nuddea -Tute M\ll — a Will in which 1 am particularly interested. 
There has been nf> victimisation *iir % \he Nuddea Mill. The «nen 
were, dismissed and their ’JismisTsifl had^ nothing whatever to do with 
the strike!^ Tkeij* dismissal was ^ caused by direct defiance and dis- 
obedience or orders find, 'Sir, who taught these men to strike labour 
vho previously *had been perfectly loyal and law-abiding, who 
incited them to such disobedience Y My friend Mr. Sibnath Banerjpf 
and his colleague, the otlieV communist, Mr. NiharemhuDuttu Mazumdar* 
— it is they \vho taught thrse unfortunate ntgn the spirit of lawlessness 
and taught them (Jis'obedienoe, and these poor inln are now suffering 
f oi heeding tliew teachings of the communist party. 


Mr. NIHARENftU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Member explayi what is his definition ot the “communist” before he 
again uses this words' 

• 

Mr. SHBNATH BANERJEE: On a point of order, Sir. The com- 
munist party in .India may or may not he illegal. But so far as 1 am 
concerned I hare openly declared at the Meeibt Conspiracy Case that I * 
am not it communist. # . 

i 

* 

Mr. C. C. COOPER: Well, Sir, they may or may not he pr.oud of 
being communists but their teachings are of a communistic nature. 
We have heard a great deal about the grievances of labour. 1 sav that 
the hulk of those grievances are more .imaginary than real, the hulk 
of these alleged grievances were manufaciuredMuring the strike. When 
you have 3 lakhs or more of labour working up and down tin 4 river, 
it is inevitable that at times thei'e must he causes of minor grievances. 
It is to our interest to loyally investigate the causes of all 'grievances, 
which are placed before us by our labour. It is our policy and it is the 
policy by wfiibh we abide. It is perfectly simple why we do so. If 
we have a discontented labour who are suffering under any real sense 
of grievance they cannot work well. It is, therefore, in the joint 
interests of both* the employer and the employee to hatfe mutual 
sympathy and understanding each witji the other as both are employed 
in producing wealth for Bengal. So far as the Indian Jute MHls 
Association is cpifterned, we have always had, and wilt always fiave 
sincere sympathy for pur labour. I have worked at* a jute mill«wkh 
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labour, alongside labour; ^nd so Kav$ ( my colleagues Mr. Walker and 
Mr. Nimmo. We can t}i before idaim tc hare fUst-band knowledge 
and understanding of labour. TT’nderstandiiig our labour, we come to 
like our labour. AVe wafit, therefore, so far* as ii is possible within 
Ipnnan power„to help our labour, to work with them and for- them as a 
unit ed whole, because' the prosperity 'of the jute mill industry is the 
whole life blo<J of ^Bengal. To this end ii is the aim of the employees 
to l^eep the industry united, aMl work in unison with our employees. 

t t » 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr Spea^r, Sir, I 
propose at the outset to make short tvork of certain remarks of the 
honourable member who Just spoke lief ore me. I ' would advise the 
honourable member, through \ou, Sir, That he* sliould educate himself. 
Hf, in the fourth decade of the twentieth “century, the honourable member 
is perfectly ignorant ot wbut is meant by thv* worth “Coinitnmiat , \ and 
ii lie used this term Without knowing its meaning; their I would advise 
him to spend a few rupees out of the enormous profits tlu^'li is association 
is making out of t ln^lifc-blood of d lakhs of workers in this province to 
buy a few manuals and \o acquaint himself with what is happening in 
the great country wljich is under, ComnnVpist regime, where the ruling 
power is in the hands of the Communist Party and where Hi* re is no such 
complaint raised, as lias been raised here by the jute mill workers, where 
these difficulties and oppressions and grievances, which gave rise'to the 
recent jute-ivnil strike, do not exist. 

<i 

‘Now, turning to the question of the proposal for a cut on the tMi- 
„ mates for the Labour Department, I would say that* it would he a 
welcome thing if time was a Labour Depuitment , well-organ* zed. and 
representing the inteiests of labour — a Labour Department demon at i- 
cally controlled by the representatives of labour, in whom labour has 
reposed its confidence and trust, and to whom labour lias given its 
mandate for its welfare.,, But the* leason for our objection to this 
demand is primarily due to the fact that we have here proposals for 
a Labour Department and the proposal for a considerable sum of money 
to be voted for a Labour Department. But line time is no pi oof 
that the men who control that Labour Depuitment enjoy the confidence 
of labour or nijo\ the confidence of (hose who alone are fit to s]>eak 
on behalf V>f labour. My , honourable friend Mr. Klribnaih Bann jee 
in his speech expressed his sentiments qml expressed his considned 
views, and lie has behind him the Inundate of oyer 20,000 actual work- 
ers, who voted for him during the last elections. I can claim to speak 
for labour, representing as I do nearly 52,000 workers, Hindus and 
Muhammadans alike who voted for me. Those workers have sent me 
l^ere not; because I am a Hindu or a Muhammadan, but because those 
labourers are not divided into Hindus and Muhammadans and because 
they, want singly to stand as labour, and they want to be represented by 
one in whom they have complete trust. 

* * 4 
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Following close upon jhe. gyiekl elee^ons of 1937, there. was a 
great jute strike \*hieh ‘terminated un the # 40th ok May, when, in pur- 
suance of an agreement, \?e, on hehtrif of tl^.Sfrike Committee, called 
off that strike. I shall hiot trouble AJiis Hoi^e with very many details 
of that strike* hut I would. only inform the House a* to the demands 
for which the* workers resorted* to »a strike. If you will permit me 0 , 
Sir, I shall read out their #ficvanees briefly. Th^y wanted recognition 
of their union, rest qhi’t ion ot the eut.iitpay introduced in 1931-32 — this 
.cut relates to the cut in. pay t« the extent cjr' (> pice to two aunts in 
every rupee wl^ict* ivas # ini rod need wlu*n hours of labour were reduced 
from 54 to^40 hours. » Bu4 wherfllit 1 hours of labour were again increased 
from 40 to 54, tV>* demanded that the cut should he restored. It was 
not a demand for any inereu'e.in wages; it w«as simply a demand fpr the 
lesto^ation of the wage cnj pivvjously effected. Then, security of servifg 
and a \ ra ng emen t s juw keeping Service records, Prefper service rules 
should he framed with pi;ovi>iou for leave, ^eusym, gratuity, ]>rovident 
fund, and myterinlv benefit* pension rules to he framed and published; 
consideration *of pension for all dismissed workers; no victimization ; 
reinstatement ot workers wrongfully dismissed, stoppage of bribery, 
fines, and corruption, and s<; on. All these ikms of malpractice and 
corruption, Sir, have, in unequivocal terms, be*m condemned by the 
findings of the Whitley Commission; attention of the hon’lde member 
is part ic'Alarly invited to those grievances. The standardization of 
wages; cancellation .of orders regarding minimum production; no 
rationalization at the cost of the workers; prompt repairs and prompt 
supply of machinery parts and working materials; men forced to £o on 
leave on account of sealing up of looms to he absorbed b\ giving then; 
the firft preference whenever ^vacancy occurs; free quarters; proper 
arrangements for education and # medical aid; lighting and watei- 
supply , interval for r#rre*ation, refreshments, etc., during work with 
provisions for relieving hands. Sir, even cattle are allowed sufficient 
time for meals and here ii; the jirte mills the workers are obliged to put 
forward a demand tor an interval for recreation. (The llon’ble Mr. 
H. S/’SrHKAAVARDY : Totally unnecessary.) I think, Sir, the Hoifhle 
the Labour Minister has still to acquaint hhnself further with the con- 
ditions under which the labourers live in the mills; then appointment or 
dismissal of # workers by the ifianager in consultation with the union 
leaders and not thiough Bahus, sardars or.line ovei seers; t*Bs is in order 
to put a check on whimsical 'dismissal of men.. How, Sir, I ask this 
House thrqu'gh you:. “Is there anyhsidy here who can say that any one 
of these demands is unreasonable, that any one of Jhese demands is Midi 
as is extravagant?’’ ‘l maintain, Sir, that all these "demands are very 
modest demands intended only to ensure a human and ju#t a tolerable 
condition of living— neither living in comfort nor in affluence*—, Jmt 
just a bare minimum winch would ensure a told able living staiwlaid 
to the worker*. And here, Sir, I may point out I have it here; in the 
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words of no. less a person th%n a jut6 magnate* viz., Mr. Hajee Adamjee 

Dawood — that in the* jute industry, during thfe last 10 years, the owners 
have amassed an ‘enornfoivs'jjrofit o£ over 100 chores of rupees. It is well 
known that the jute industry is oy^ of the moSt vitul industries of the 
province of Bengal and that the jute industry is directly connected with 
rf'orop, viz., jute crop/on which tt e welfare of the Bertgal peasantry 
depends. And, therefore, the jute-wprkerft* can claim the attention of 
this House particularly, to the renditions of their lifee and labour. 

X^hen the st like took«place, and wc B nt oftj -what was the attitude of. 
Government Y 9 The strike started on the 1st of Fehiuaty firing the 
old,, regime, but after the “autonomous” '/Government/ as we are assured 
the present Government is, came into office on the ls*t of April, let us 
see wjiat we received at th* hands of 1 lie* so-called autonomous Govern- 
ment. On the 5th of April a letter wak addpessed to the Secretary of 
tin* Indian Jute Mills Association and to the jute mflj managers inform- 
ing them of the demaiyV of f lie jute mill workers. On tho 13th of April, 
Sir, a communication was addressed to the Hou’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
Huq, the Chief Minister, who had been returned to this House, fresh from 
his constituency, promising them dul-hhnt. And strabge to say, Sir, 
that this letter even tailed to elicit a proper reply from the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister and hi4 Cabinet. The strike* which was copfkied to only 
18,000 workers in the beginning of February involved no less than 2 
lakhs 20 thousand workers by the middle of April and fliat happened 

f ithin two daVs after the Hon’ble the habour Minister went to Kan- 
in^rah and addressed a labour meeting there and the Hon’*ble the 
Labour Minister’s speech, I submit, was the direct provocation to the 
workers to come out on strilfe wholesale. I also beg to remind the House 
through >ou. Sir, of another fact, that atrJhat time yiyself and m\ labour 
colleagues were precluded from going to our constituencies because 
there was an order under section 144 against us.* 

If there is ainhody who had the responsibility for the general jute 
strike it was the Hon’bld' Minister for Labour with his acts of 
provocation. e 

(Here the member reached b'is time-limit but was allowed two 
minutes’ extra time to finish his speech.) 

When the strike became general it is well known that the Labour 
Minister andithe Chief Minister came down from Darje'efing only for 
the purpose of carrying on negotiations \Vitfy the representatives of the 
Jute Strike Committee 'but this inernftig the Hon’ble the Labour Minis- 
ter declared that no terms of settlement were offered. I would invite 
the Chief Minister to'get up and say whether he Ivon Id corroborate the 
statement of f the Labour Minister and conscientiously and truthfully say 
if there were actually any terms of settlement or not. We have heard 
carefully what the Finance MinisteV said and I should not be surprised 
if thht^eonnotes jhe abandonment of the policy laid down in the election 
pledges of the Hon’ble Ministers and if it assumes that *thg assurances 
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and utterances of Cabinet Ministers are of ifl> value. IT is plain to the 
whole of Bengal thfit one affer mnotlfrr, tht»*iuin^ferial pledges to the 
peasantry of Bengal have *been broken. Th# Chief Minister has been 
returned to this House after assuring**! he people of their (hil-bhat. He 
defeated 1ii!s adversary who stood on a communal? platform; fly* 
voters of Batuakhali did not Vote tyi yeligion and turned down the 
adversary of the Chief Mirfisfer because the Chief* Minister stood on 
a lion-communal economic piogramine? 'Now, Sir. hero in this ^er\ 
llomy* mc have seen that every pftd. 1 of assurance given by the Minister** 
has been flgimfitad Jfhrw n> 

1 have to eoncljnle by taxing a woid in reply to Mr, Cooper's 
remarks about Mr* Muzaftar Ahmad and the incident in the Nadia lute 
Mill. It, was not only Mr. Ahlpad. but also 1 mwdt who went insidj* 
the Nadia Jute Mill by yppoiiBment with the manayci. Wo anivod* 
theie at tlie'appointvd lmul d mini*' \\ orkiim # iime and 1 found hooligan* 
who weie prepaid .to*< ommii murdcis it nece^aiv 'jailed inside tin* mills 
The labourers* were engaged in theii woik inside the worksheds and out- 
siders were not admitted inside the mifl compound (fining working hours 
Where did the hooligans come from:' These ltoolvgans attacked us with 
brickbats and stones. I received injuries amljdood. It was onlv 
through rhe^nvervention ot the workers who came out of their worksheets, 
tliut we were ; saved and the hooligans tied nxvax. Then the Manager 
ot the Nadia. Jute Mill came. We leported to him the Incident xvhieh 
he treated with astonishing callousness and indifference. We had a 
long talk about the dismissal of the 300 workers of the Spinning 
Department. JThesc were the active nrgajjiscrs of the union. A\ e 
asked for their reinstatement, but this was refused and the only (juestion 
he put to ib was wheTher the union was going to tide or wliether the 
Jute Mills Association ^as going to rule Now, Sir, voting this grant 
for the so-culled Labour Dcpaitmcnl would be voting tor the dictator al 
rule of flu Jute Mills Association* * 

(As the two minutes extra time allowed was oxer, the member re- 
sumed Niis seat. ) 

Mr. AFTAB ALI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am not going to deal with 
tlie Ministry alone 'nor attack ihe Hon’ble Minister for Labour and 
Commerce 1 ik^e m\ colleague comrade Shihnath „ Bunerjep has done. 

I xx* ill discuss, Sir, the labour policy of the Ministry^ from-' the point of 
view ot the Trade Unions and I xvill^try, as far as possible, to keep 
lux self free from excitement. 1 have got many press cuttings before 
me which appeared fTom time to time in the Press* with head-line?: 
“labour policy *>t the Government of Bengal”. I honestly tried my 
very best to find out what that policy was. But I regret to say that^I 
have not been able to find out xvhat 1 the policx is on which so much 
has been said and so manvTiead lines have been published and so funny 
statements fpm the Ministry of Labour have been issued. One^ thing 
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that I have been able to fiAd is tllis^ that {» continuous preaching’ lias 
been carried on by the Labour Minister drawing the attention of the 
workers, specially the jute workers, to the*fact that they were in the 
wrong and that they were being.. led by leaders who had political ob- 
jectives in vi,ew. I, for myself, came across one statement made 
on the 4th May which the Secretary' of the Labour Department g’pVe 
out that the Jlon’l;!^ Minister for Labohr'was agreeable to take steps 
under the Tra/le Disputes Act ab cl even to form a Board of Conciliation 
witli a view to bringing’ the Jute Strike to an end. But the Hcgi’ble 
Minister changed his mind because the leaders 'bf*the strike had 
political objectives in view. Now, Sir\ it whs in' the statement of the 
Labour Minister that he was agreeable to take step* under the Trade 
Disputes Act and that he was agreeable to form a Board of Conciliation 
• to go into the guestion of the grievances *of the jute workers* hut 
that he would not take siph steps because in his-opinion’ the ‘leaders 
of the strikers had political objectives in view. May T ask, was it on 
account of political objectives alone he did not consideV it necessary 
or worth' his while' to appoint the Board of Conciliation under t lie 
Trade Disputes Act L ITid not some other reason make him change 
his mind over-night ? f I submit, *Sir, that if the leaders of the strikers 
had political objectives in view in bringing about the jhte workers’ 
strike, T maintain, the same political objectives kept the Minister for 
Labour from .taking action under the law of this country. 

Now, Sir, I want to make another point clear. I do not find in 
thifr Chamber my friend Mr. Cooper — 1 am sure he would not charge 
me with communistic activities — I wish he were present* and heard from 
me how there had been no victimisation. So far as the employers are 
concerned, Sir, in nn 10 > ears’ connection with*, the organised labour 
movement in this country, I have never heard --not only in this country 
but elsewhere as well— any employer admitting the charge of victimi- 
sation. It is unfortunate that this kind of dismissal has never been nor 
ever will be established as a case of victimisation — it is purely a case 
of dismissal! But so far as labour point of view* is concerned this 
sort of dismissal is victimisation. 

Now\ Sir, 1 come to the welfare wprk and the Labour Department 
that has be^n or going to be organised under the control ,and direction of 
the Minister for Labour. It is within my knowledge that soon after the 
jute workers went on strike, the Khilafat Committee beegme a labour 
organisation almost over-night and most of them became active in 
breaking the jute strike. I would go further- and say — and while 
doing so I feel inclined to hang my head in shame — that the candidates 
whom I set up against my honourable colleagues here during the last 
election "did not mind taking an unholy part in breaking the jute 
strike, dimply because the strikers did .not Vote for them. It is also 
within my knowledge that these people have broken their promises 
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and have been successful *in broking thar strike. l*think this jute 
strike gave an opportunity to lav ei-colleague Jh*e Hon’ble Minister* 
to prove that we on th^ other side of labour ‘were not what we were 
painted to be^Jjy the strike leaders, blit that Bpport unity has been lost. 

Now, Sir, *iu the Labour Department which .is going'to be reorgA* 
ni?ed, we find provisions far, appoiftting. welfare and other officers; 
'Most of these people perhaps vull’havt^ their rewards fof the part they 
have taken and played in breaki^ the strike, f hope tlifit the Hobble 
Minfster £or ^aboyr o and Gouimerce would remember one fact and one 
solid fact that fie ‘is jtrynig to do tiie impossible: he is trying to bring, 
in the name of recognition, a sort of one-sided control of labour and 
I hardl> need add that labour ^ill never submit to any one-sided control 
over it. I there is going; to be»any control — if there is going to be ai.>\ 
“code” for, labour- -*-that *nmst be placed on both sides. Leaving the 
employers free^to choose— — 0 

(Here the*niWibei having reached the time limit, resumed his seat ) 

The House was then adjourned for lo minuter 

• , 

(Aftfr adjournment .) » 

• • j 

Mr. C. *C COOPER: Speaker. Sir, 1 n.se on a point of 

personal explanation. My honourable friend Mr. Sibnath Hanerjee 
alleged that the workers of the Nadia Jute* Mills were discharged 
because they joined £he strike. This is entirely incorrect. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Mi. Speaker, Sir, it it is any 
consolation to^ny friends the labour menders of this House I might 
state at once that I have my grievances against the Government in 
regard to their labour policy just as much as the\ have and the facts 
which I am going to disclose, I speak from personal knowledge and 
not from hearsay evidence. I have got personal knowledge of a strike 
which came about at the &uue time as the jute mill strike and in con- 
nection with that strike, Sir, the representatives of labour who were 
leading this strike went to the extent of causing assaults on the peace- 
ful workers or willing workers — by whatever name 1 * they may be 
described — and a large number of persons were grievouslv assaulted - 
one of them getting a wound *no less than ‘J inches deep, several ol 
them getting wounds no less than one inx*h deep and the rest no less 
than half inch deep. It w*s with’the greatest difficulty 1 hat we could 
get protection from the police in ordtr that the willing workers might 
be allowed to go to the mills and perform their lawful avocations. 
From time to time fhey were prevented from going to the doors of 
the mills; from 4 time to time, as I have already said, they were physically 
assaulted and grievous wounds were caused to them and they hac^to 
be sent to the hospital. And, Sir, what did the Hon’ble the Labour 
Minister do in connection with those very persons who had caused 
these grievous assaults? He personally wrote to yie, Sir, a that tjiose 



366 


[20th Aug., 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

very men who bad caused these gr/evQus •wovnds should he immediately 
taken hack to work, th^t Ve shmild not 'allow ther polipe to carry on. 
cases against these assaulters, thkt we slioifld take them hack because 
otherwise it would he safld that 4h ere were cases ‘of victimisation. I 
Ipid personally to go to the Hon’ hie Labour Minister and ex'pl'ain to him 
that these were the incidents, th/ft had happened and "would he a* a 
responsible M^nistqr* of the 'Government* prevent the police from com, 
ducking the (Vises against IhrtsS who were not peacefully carrying on 
strike hut were guilty oV grievous aksTiult o;f peaceful workers? «*Suck 
was the attitude of the Labour Jdinister that 1 had 1 li^ iwihapcfy occasion 
of* experiencing in connection with this strike. e So far as the labour 
leaders were concerned, when the police arrested * them for having 
caused these grievous assaults all that *1 reach in the newspapers was 
•tliat innocent pe/iple were being arrested the police and thifl the 
mill authorities were responsible for conducting" the cases hgainst 
those innocent people.* 1 would further go bn to*statp, Sir, the man- 
ner in which this strike was brought about. Sir, the*. strike was not 
brought t.bout on aby previously formulated grievances. Of course, 
Sir, after the strike lnd Ibeen in existence for several days some 
grievances were written out on paper andVhich the workers themselves 
could not substantiate. From what sourcfc they came r if is easv to 
conceive, hut at the same time 1 have one thing to point out that 
the difficulty *is that these strikes are very often brought about by 
persons who have never worked in a mill themselves, who* became 
labour leaders saving that it is in the interest of the labourers them- 
selves bill unfortunately Jt is these very workers wlu> are made to 
sacrifice (for what purpose I will not state and explain to this. House) 
but will leave it to the members of the House to^uess because, Sir, if 
I give (he real reasons, objection muv In* takejy Hut Sir, what L the 
effect of that strike on the workers themselves? On the one hand we 
are told that labour welfare work # slmuld he carried on. How' is 
lalMHir welfare work to he carried on if the mills incur losses of lakhs, 
and lakhs of rupees even month. It is only out ot profit that ‘labour 
welfare work caii be carried on but if that very profit is made to dis- 
appear, if that verv profit is converted into a loss, it is certainly not 
possible for the employers to do as much labour welfare work as they 
otherwise \\;mld like to do t , knowing full w v ell that vt“ is contented 
lalxmv that can earn; on the work Vitfttt^e best efficiency and in the 
best. possible manner. Sir, what.is the condition of the workers them- 
selves ? 

Suddenly the.> go on strike and I will give you an example as 
regards an , individual case of what the effect of the individual woHter 
is w.hen p lightening strike is brought about. Supposing, Sir, a 
worker gets about 25 rupees a month and a strike continues for about 
two^ponths : that particular worker necessarily loses Rs. 50 /hiring the 
two months. In order to maintain himself for these tw<j months he 
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has got to incur a debt wjiiclj # cgrtAs a high rate of interest. I will 
not mention, Sir, £he gffoup, o^ people froM whom ^hey have got to 
borrow that mbney ; it is certainly at a very libjji fate of interest. They 
have got to repay *the principal, tlyjy have^got to pay the interest 
on that principal. Supposing as a result of the strike the labour 
leader succeeded in getting their* wages increased by lie. 1 per montli 
it would take them much incite- than J) months to fejmy jjie debt which 
tliey borrowed and the’ interest on thpt«amount. ‘So, Sii^ for the next 
ol) months at least no benefit accrues tp ain worker as a result of* the 
strike. I, would %ippea] to my labotfr inends to se? that these 
]ightening % strikes are nob brought 'about. It is said that the Hon'Ule 
Labour Minister wieftt and addressed certain workers in some mills and 
the very next day a lightening strike took*plaee. It is said that it 
was p result of my Honjble friend Mr. *Saheed Suhrawardv having# 
become^ the Minister* for Labour *t hat the workers were worked to such 
a high pitch J hat ^ t lie lightening strike* caiag about without any 
rhyme or mistm. 1 hope, Sir, that my friend the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardv will make amends for Ins past caijper and conduct and 
see that these lightening stiikes which result in p loss of lakhs, if not 
crores <»f rupees to*the workers do not come* about again. Sir, l 
would also appeal to the LJ*mr Leaders of ibis province, because it is 
only as a result of I he development of industries that oui province can 
become mbre prosperous. It strikes are brough^ about in this manner, 
capital which is proverbially shy in Bengal becomes nifue shy still. 

It ill) fri’ends the labour leaders do want to work tor the benefit oMhe 
province it is a^ much their duty as it is the duty of the Government 
and t lie duty «/f the employers to see t ha ► peaceful lelationship is * 
established between the employers and the employees, realising toll 
well that the employers know that they lia\e got to rely on contented 
labour for the sake of Making their own factories prosperous. It is 
only then and in those circumstances that capital will become less. shy in 
this province. So far 1 cun, tell \<*i, Sir, h<An my practical experience 
that as a result of this big jute strike much capital has indeed become 
>hv an<l Sir, even to-day my friend Mt. Sibnatli Bauer jee, for whom 
I have the highest respect, has threatened Another big strike in the 
jute mills. I hope, Sir, he will use his influence not to bring about 
ibis strike but to *ee that the* workers whom he represents in this 
House are not put to the same kind of misery from whicf? they have 
suffered in the recent past #ncf that he will exeirise his influence in 
the direction t)f establishing Letter ami more affectionate relationship 
between the employers and the employees, not by giving them 
unusually high hopes hut by seeing that they earn us* much money as 
they possibly can. Sir, it is often loosely said that it is the duty of 
the employers to spread education, to give medical relief, tovincrea§e 
sanitary measures Sir, the employers do it to the extent that t]iev 
can, ;but I hope, Sir, it will be remembered by everybody that the 
fundamental ^luty of spreading education or giving education, % of yivjng 
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medical relief Is more on 1 the people themselves through the State 
rather than on t.Te employers thetnselves *who have 'got to compete not 
only with factories in th ; s country alone but with factories abroad as 
well. 1 * 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASH EM Y: Mr. Speaker, Sir, i«* is 
not always fair nor it is desiraMe.to mifke an adverse criticism for 
criticism’s sake only. Sir, I s have the honour to associate myself with 
many labour organisations of this dtv and suburbs. I have coiriplete 
confidence in the Hon’ble Mr. r Saheed Suhrawardy with regard to his 
capability, with regard to his intellectual capability, with regard to 
bis physical capability, with regard to bis capability of organisation. 
Sir,» if it is only directed towards bettering tjie condition of the poor 
, , Indian labourers, I can hope and very- honestly hope that he can do a 
lot of things for the upliff of the Indian labour. , Sir, let him forget 
once for all that he had association with labour movement of Bengal : 
let him forget once for all that he had connection with the so-called 
Khelafat j mo\ement 1 of Calcutta: let him think and always think that 
he is the Ministei in 4 charge of the Labour Department of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. Sir, if he thinks and thinks correctly and his idealism 
is correct I hope anu strongly hope that these exploiters, be he Indian 
or European, German or American, will be driven out of the shores of 
India, bags and baggage. With regard to Mr. Cooper, the le^j said 
the better. He spoke of communism. It is Mr. Cooper and bis 
frjends who are driving these poor workers to the verge of communism. 
The workers want only bare necessities of life: they want food and 
clothing and nothing else . Sir, with regard to Mr. Khaitan I will not 
say anything. He is himself a capitalist and he represents ohe of the 
big capitalists of India. Sir, he w r ants adjustment between labour and 
capital. It is the duty of the capitalists to" adjust the conditions of 
the labour and the capitalist. Tt is not the business of the poor 
workeTs and the labour leaders to adjust tjie conditions now prevalent 
in the countn . I would only appeal to the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of Labour to rise up here and give us an assurance that be prepared to 
look into the condition of the Indian labourers. Mr. Cooper and his 
associates with their capitalistic mentality may rise up and say that the 
lieutenants of the Hon’ble Minister can organise labour, on bis behalf. 
Sir, I had \he honour to go witli him and make speeches with regard 
to labour policy. Now*, when be is the. Minister in charge, does it 
befit him to send trusted lieutenants here and there to organise labour. 
I beg of the Ilon’lde the Chief Minister to rise up once more and give 
us an assurance*’ that he is the representative of the poor people of 
Bengal, tc rise up and say that he is going to look after, the interests 
o t t the labourers and that he is not going to look after the interests of 
the capitalists who have so long exploited enough out of the labour 
of the Indian-* labourers, particularly the European exploiters in India. 
The day is not far distant — I can assure Mr. Cooper and people of his 
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mentality — if they proceedin' tMs way — w^en th^* vill have to leave 
the coasts of India # all on a sudden a^d ma£ not tven^nave time to take 
what they have accumulated by exploiting I^fta. I ask them to think 

r and ponder. * ( - ** 

• • * % 

• The Hon’b'lB Mr. H. 8. SUHRAMf^RDY: I think I must render 
due and proper thanks to nv Ai’ououriXile comrade (slylmaA Banerjee for 
moving this motion and rescuing im 1 ‘fnun oblivion. •! was lining 
against hope that he would 'launblf some kind of constructive criticism 

' against tkq Labour policy. 1 was hoping against hope because, know- 
ing the philosophy* which my honourable comrade Shibnath Banerjee 
and his honourable "colleagues entertain, I did not expect that I would 
get anything but destrpctive friticism from* them. And my expecta- 
tions, have been fulfilled. *Not ;»*word is said with regard to the Labour* 
policy phot -r. word. Is sai(t with regard to government stepping in for 
mediation and- (Humiliation ; pot a word is said tfitli regard to Govern- 
ment un derhfkyig welfare w/irk for labour; not a word is said with 
regard to Government recognizing pi'oper trade Unions. IiMead of 
that, the answer .which I gave earlier in the evening is criticized by him 
and he points out tfint there /ere miyi.v inaccuracies. The House will 
judge whether there were any inaccuracies or not. I must confess to 
a certain feeling of elation at the confession of comrade Shibnath 
Baneyjee that, 'wherever he went in his efforts to -organise qr disorganise 
or excite labour, he whs met with (lie cry that my humble self, happen- 
ing to 1>« the 1 labour Minister, bis efforts were really directed not ill a 
bona fide spirit but in order to oppose me or to arouse labour against 
me His evidence is tantamount to this that my bumble sell sitting 
here, possibly on account of my association with the Hnn’ble the Glnef 

Minister, have been aTde to impress 1n\ self on the labouring 

to such an extent that the efforts, not out of comrade Shibnath Banerjee. 
but of a very large number of persons who are.roammg about the fie Id ot 
labour are of little avail. Cohirade Shilmath Banerjee says that my state- 
ment \wis incorrect to the effect that most of the mill-hands had gone 
back to work on the 7th of May. I do not knew what jnsdfn-atmn com- 
rade Banerjee has for making a statement of this nature. Out ot .M jute 
mills most of whose workers had. been on strike at some time or other 
only 19 mills tfere out on the 7tl. of May ajid we had information that 
even in the case of these 19 mill*, mSny of the worljer* were going hack 
to work on the 10th May. I was Perfectly right in my sta ement 
there was no'general stVike existent on that day It was at the mstanc 
of the Hon ’hie the Chief Minister and myself, . I may presume 
include myself i» his company, for we felt that if the labourers wen 
back to work like whipped dogs on the 10th of May it would K ettuig 
them down badly, that the Hon’ble thS Chief Minister made that state 
meat in order that the labourers may go back to work with . cert tain sens 
of dignity an$ honour, so that, later on they could plead on equal terp 



370 DEMAND FOR GRANT. f [20m Air©., 

with their employers and £sk for le$fitifhat£ concession. For this we 
have been derided as ctrike-breakers ; fbr this because we pleaded with 
labour that there was nc| point in their star/ ing themselves further, 
that there was no point in their being exploited by others not for theif 
rfwn economic advantage, but for ulterior purposes, thatjthey ‘should go 
back to work, and tk$t this Government had deliberately embarked upon 
a positive policy tff the welfarp — for this^we have been called strike* 
breakers. I entirely agree with *mj r ft hon’})le friend, Mr. l)ebi Prosad 
Rhaitan, because lie knows something about the conditions of labour; 
hpw they are milched by the grocers or the one haipI'Tjy tlfft & Mahajan 8 
on the other, and by all kinds of shaiks, and over /and above that how 
they are milched by comrades because they have to pay subscription in 
c% order that the comrades may he able ,*o go about and organise them. 
For these reasons I deny what both my hon’ble comrades Shibnath 
Banerjee and Niharendu <f)utta Mazumdar* assert regarding' r alleged 
terms of settlement. With regard to Mr r . Dutta" Mazumdar, although 
he derided Mr. Cooler and advised him to read certaiif books in order 
to ascertain what comrgunism was, I have no sympathy whatsoever 
with his half-baked ideas on communism derived fi'om those books. 
He does not know What is taking place ifi Russia and I will not refer 
to that in this House. There were no terms of settlement because 
the .lute Mills Association refused to deal with those gentlemen. They 
never considered them as genuine labour leaders., They may come here 
and say, we are representatives of 02,000 deluded labourers who voted 
for us. I do not know how long they will carry this popularity but it 
was quite apparent to evory one that the strike which was being con- 
ducted was not a genuine economic strike. It was being conducted 
for political reasons. It is true thp.v had put forward labour demands, 
and that the demands were economic in their nature. There is no 
demand there that detenus should be released ; there is no demand there 
that political prisoners should be released* or should be changed from 
Class B to (-lass A. They are all economic demands, but it is the 
motive behind that strike which conditions whether it was economic 
or not — <— ■ 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: How could you know 
that? ( c 

The Hon’ble MK H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : We do know it that 
those who engineered the strike did so with a spirit of revolution. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: If the Hon’ble Minister 
denied the right of labour to strike there will be no escape from a mass 
fevolutfon. t 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: In regard to the state- 
ment published by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on the relationship between . 
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the Congress on the one side » an<^, the # agrieultund and labour 
population on, the other, MY.*NiJiarjyJki l)uttap«Mazumdar has stated 
that labour is thy first ^nguard of a revolu^pn&ry programme ; that is 
how he looks upon labourers, not for’tfiejr own sake, not that their con- 
ditions mSty* be .ameliorated, not that they may get something out of 
their employers* but that they may .be organised as the vanguard of a 
revolutionary movement ’ And after t/^t they call upon./ne to consider 
them as genuine labour leaders who are; anxious to reiAedy the economic 
g rieva nces ot labojir workers. Sir, t hex have charged us with not 
domj^ oui\duty wij»h* regard to victimisation. Comrade Shibnath 
Banerjee has referred to what ha terms victimisation of 400 persons of 
the Fort (Hosier JYite Mills. I wish he had, also referred to the reply 
that was once given to w question asked in this House, which wits to * 
the effect that the workers of Fort Cluster Jute Mills^returned to work 
one month previous* to tl^ /‘essation of the strike, i.e., on the 12th of 
April. All the men except 000 had gone hcldk to work and the places 
of these men were filled 1>\ others. On the 10th May those men 
presented themselves for work at a time when their places harf already 
been filled by others, and the\ could not t hereto?*'* be taken in. 1 ask, 
Sir, is this victimisation^ V)o 1 understand victimisation to he this 
that persons* wbo ‘refused to go hack* to work even when a strike haB 
ceased, and alb their fellow labourers have gone back, should he taken 
hack in their own limey As soon as 1 got reports of victimisation — 
and most of them were unreliable reports — l asked the Jute Mills 
Association to give me their version, and the\ assuied me t ha t^ there 
was not a single case of \ iclimisation. It iya t \ or ma> not have been^ 
correct, but there is no leason wli\ I should disbelieve them. So far 
as victimisation is concerned, if there is any ease ot \ ict imisafion let 
the man concerned sa> that he has been victimised and let him apply. 
Not one man did apply* Jmt comrade Shibnath Banerjee applied and 
comrade Niharendu Out tn Mnzuirfdar applied. You must also remem- 
ber that as soon as a strike is over and there is no victimisation clause 
a large 'number ot persons who were not actually at work at the time 
when the strike began, a number of persons dismissed before the strike, 
a number of persons who may have been retrenched long ago, all come 
forward and demand work, and hence every casd had to by enquired 
into to do justice. Even case ha.^to be enquired into to see if there is 
any real oaifise for grievance, [t is, no use sending petitions through 
this man or*that man. 11 \ found fin enquiry that fhere was a real 
grievance, \ would have inked the Jute Mills Association with icgard 
to each case, to let me know whether the man had a real grievance 

* • 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister asked 
me personally that the worker should apply to the Managers which they 
- did and I gkv*s*bat information to the Hon’ble Minister. 
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(A 1 

The Hor’bfe Mr. H. 8. £UHF AWARDY: Sir, lam terribly sorry. 
The point made by mo'was partly' right. ° 1 had asked the men to apply 
to the Managed first and fcfter having applied t"> let me know that they 
had done so. - ; “ 

u « 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: . They did both these 
things. 

% 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRaWardY: I Jiad po in^ormfrtwm ; 
Mr. Banerjee did not inform me;, nor did the men inform me. The 
only information I received from Mr. Banerjee was^.with reagrd to the 
Fort Gloster Mill; this was not a case of victimisation. Now I under- 
stand that a number of persons have been dismissed by the various 
mills. Mr. Cooper has said on the floor of ..the House this afternoon, 
speaking about his own njdll, that those men were dismissed not on 
account of the strike, i.e., for joining the strike but on account of 
indiscipline, insubordination and lawlessness -within the mill long after 
the strike. I can cenfii.u it because I have been keeping myself in 
touch having given an assurance that there would he no victimisation 
and that I would see — and Government would try its lev«d best to see — 
that the jute mills carried out the assurances that there would bo no 
victimisation. I have been in touch with the affairs in the mills and 
I have found that there were cases of indiscipline, lawlessness, con- 
tinued refusal to work, threatening the Managers, defying them, and 
even falling them that I he workers had power to dismiss the Manager 
himself. In spite of this state of tilings no Manager dared to dismiss 
a single man for if he did so, he knew that he would he charged here 
by our comrades on 1 li e floor of the House of victimisation. It w r as 
only when matters came to such a pass and affairs became intolerable, 
and the Managers found they could ^iot proceed with their work that 
they took courage in both hands. The^ Indian Jute Mills Association 
took no responsibility for the conduct of such labourers. When the 
workers developed such a defiant and indisciplinary mentality that they 
considered themselves to be masters of the mills, the Managers had no 
other alternative than to get rid of them, and take the consequences. 
In spite <5f this I have been in correspondence with the mills and 
I have asked for the reasons why these men have been dismissed. If 
I am not satisfied with the reasons, for dismissal, I shall have an investi- 
gation made by the officers of my department and then if I am not 
•satisfied I shall take further steps in the matter. (A voiCjfl: What 
further step§?) I may appoint a Committee of Enquiry — I may take any 
numbef of steps. I may first request the Indian Jute Mills Association 
tq take back as many of the men as they can. I may however tell my 
labqur friends that these men had to lose their jobs because they 
dpveloppd the aweful mentality I have described before. As I have 
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said I shall try to see that jute mills take back the men anjl il they are 
unable to do ; so they must Irne satisQfetoJ^ reasons, a/d 'if I am not 
satisfied by their reasons I shall t£ke* suet further/feteps as I feel 
advisable, * * '* » 

> 

Maulvi Afttfb Ali lias stated that, I first consente&l to have an 
enquiry under the Trade Uifions Actyind I subsequently resiled from 
that. Why did I do this? lie soysUhat my firsj accession to their 
request was due to the fact that I recognised them as labour leaders. 
I-^il^erfyctly tr^w that I did recognise them as such and I hoped and 
thought i\> Was a boh a fide trade dispute. I closed my ’eyes at that 
moment to the meaner in which this strike was actually developing. 
When the strike took place, not in one mill but in several, no demands 
were formulated and presented* to the employers. Gentlemen of this' 
House ought to know how a strike, which is not a political strike, is 
or should be conducted.’ In a proper strike demands are formulated, 
attempts at mediation and conciliation are resorted to, and the demands 
are presented to the employers and if the employers do not accede to 
such of them as are reasonable or refuse to Jisteyi to the terms which 
are reasonable in thbmselves, then a strike take< place. In these cases 
the strike tpok place without, any demands having been presented to 
the employers until after about H months. The Howrah Jute Mills 
struck on fho 2nd of February and it was composed on the 2(>th February. 
On the 2 Jt h February there was a strike at Budge Budge; on the 28th 
March the Central Jute Mill Strike Committee formulated the demands 
3f the strikers. Fven at that moment I closed my eyes to the manner 
in which tilings were done and I said that I would appoint a Committee 
or a Board of Conciliation. Then what was the reply I got — this 
happened on the 12th of April. The reply was “We do not want your 
Board of Conciliation; w’e do, not want Government to interfere; we 
want to have an increase in the -pay; and if you cannot give us an 
increase, stand aside. I am going to Tifagarli and will bring about a 
strike.” That, Sir, was the reply given to me. Was that bona fide or 
honest? There is no more powerful weapon in the hands of Govern- 
ment than to appoint a Conciliation Boatd for the purpose of bringing 
about an end of the strike. What sort of responsible labour leaders are 
they who reject the appointment of a Board, of Conciliation-* — 

» 

Mr. 8I&NATH BANERJEB: Sir, may I rise to correct the state- 
ment made? 

Q 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have been very carefully following the Ilon’ble 
Minister’s speech and I did not find anything that is open to coTreo-tjqp. 
If there is, I will cerfainly allow you to do so. I do not think that you 
have anything but a personal explanation to offer and that 1 can hardly 
allow in the mylst of a debate. 
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TIM Hon’b^e Mr. H. 8.8UH/RAWARDY: Sir, on the very next 
day — the 13th V\.pril in Titaga^.a strike was brought about. I knew 
that emissaries Wad gone Jfaere — rriy friends had established contacts in 
all the mills. I had accepted, +he invitation extended to me by the 
Kankinarah Labour Union of addressing the jute workers on the 17th, 
and I am thankful to say that the polipy which I laid down there 
lias been comlnented .on in thejjnost favourable terms by all persons 
whr really want to improve the condition of labour; not in this country 
alone, but I am gratified to say $l|o outside this^yountry. i.^spoke 
there on the 17th and about 4 days later — the 21 st- -the emi varies 
succeeded in bringing about a strike, in the Anglo-Indian Jute Mill 
and thereafter the whole of that area was ablaze. Do you call it an 
economic strike? Although two and a half lakhs of men were involved 
most of the strikes engineered began to crumble within a short space 
of time. After the 12th April I found it impossible to reason with the 
men, it was impossible to get something leasonalde from these gentle- 
men, who acted as their spokesmen, and I fell that it was far better 
that Government should work in its own manner for the welfare of 
labour than appoint a Conciliation Board. I may tell the House that 
in spite of what happened and in spite of the obstructive tactics of the 
gentlemen opposite, of our comrades who know so very little with regard 
to labour conditions in the jute mill area, I have from m; own personal 
knowledge of jhe conditions and difficulties of labour not only in the 
jute mill area but also in other industries started an investigation and 
have sent out questionnaires with a view to overhauling the labour con- 
ditions in each industry. T may say at once that if I am not satisfied 
that I am getting a fair deal for the employees, I shall not have the 
least hesitation in appointing Committees of Enquiry. I am con- 
vinced that this Government must give a fair deal to labour. But, Sir, 
I will not allow labour to be exploited for political purposes. In this 
definite enunciation of my policy my conscience is clear; and if I should 
be defeated, I shall go out with colours flying, satisfied that I had done 
for labour and for the constitution as much as it was humanly possible 
to do. But I will reiterate that on no condition will I allow labour to 
be exploited for political purposes. 

The motion of Mr. Shibnath Banerjee that the sum of Its. 1,18,53,000 
be reduced by Its. 17,950 was put and, lost. 


Adjournment. 

^ The .House was then adjourned till 10-30 a.m. on Saturday, the 
2isc August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bep^al Leffisl&tye Assembly • assembled 
under the*pn>visio^* of the tjoVernm^it.of Ind|a Act, 1935. 

• * ^ 9 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, CalcuUapon Saturday, 

the 21st Augus’t, 19*17, at l(f-3<) a.m. 

• t 

Present: 

’t. ^ . - • • » 

Mr. Speaker (tty* Hon'd)! e Kimn* Bahadur M. A/.i/ul IIaque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, theVleven Hoifble Ministers ;yid 205 members. 


STARRED QUES116n?‘ 

•(to which oral answers were given) 

• * 

• * 

Opening of £ canal from Padma to Bhagirathi. 

• * . • * 

*75. .MuSASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: yn Is the Ilon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communication •and Woijis (Irrigation) 
Department aware — 

(i) that for several years successively a large portion of theodistrict 

of Murshidabad known as Baftri and Kalantar 1ms been 
experiencing disastrous flood resulting in an almost complete 
destruction of nu. s’ paddy just on the eve of harvesting; 

(ii) that the direcj cause of such flood is the overflow of river 

water from fhe Panina and its tributaries, namely, the 
Jalangi, etc.; t 

(h%) that this overflow of the Padma is partly due to a heavy back- 
rush of currents in ihe rive* caused by the** obstruction at 
Sara bridge; 

(iv) that Hhis overflow is largely due # to the fact th^t the main 
stream in the Ganges (parent river) does not find a free 
|ow, as it use if to d*> before, into the Bhagirathi on account 
of the Chhapghati vwhonu mid other vwhonas up and down 
Chhapghati having been silted up by gradual deposit of 
sand ; and 

(v) that several years back Mr. Willrocks (since dead), an autho- 
rity on irrigation and canal works, locally surveyed*^ the 
areas from Chhapghati down the Padma and the Bhagirathi 
a ? 4 submitted a scheme to the Government, based* upon hie 
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personal experieftce of a successfully working system in 
the yS’ile area? 

r h ' 4 

( b ) If the answers to (a) qre in the affirmative, wilj the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state, what action, if any, does hei propose taking 
in the matter P 

»« ... 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 

for'opening thrt mouths of the Bhagirathi? u 

(d) Do the Government intend publishing the report o£ the>a);H$ 
Mr. Willcocks with Government's views on the same? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of laying a 
bund along the bank of the Padma with sluice-gates at convenient and 
necessary spots? 

(/) Are the Government also considering the desirability of opening 
a canal or canals, ql diversion courses, from the Padma to the 
Bhagirathi ? 


MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and W0RK8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of 
Kasimbazar): (a) (/) and {it) Yes. 

(Hi) This is not a fact. 

Civ) Yes. 

(v) Sir William Willcocks delivered lectures on the subject in 
Calcutta and his proposals were considered by the then Government. 

(?>) Itiver spill, provided that waterlogging does not result and 
provided that the depth of inundation is not such as to damage crops, 
is beneficial in that it fertilises the soil and improves the sanitary 
condition of the tract spilled over. Hence attempts will be made to 
open out spill channels, and to keep all drainages free from obstruction 
and to improve the distributary rivers in order to dispose of the flood 
waters rapidly. 

(c) Yes. 

(J) The- lectures delivered by him were published. 

(e) No. 

(/) The subject will be conrideied in connection wdth the resuscita- 
tion of the spill channels of the Padma. 


r Maulvi ABDUL BARI: With regard to the answer to question 
is it not a fact that the obstruction of the flow of water is due to 
the Hardinge Bridge? And if not, what are the other causes? 
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The Hon’Me Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

No. There may be various xruAes wllich '^rill he looked Into in due 
course. 

• • w • 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is it not,a fact that on srvetafl occasion* 

in th 3 past His Excellency the Goveimor as well as seve;ul Ministers 
in the course of their-visits to Murshidftad gave assurances to open the 
mouth pf the Ganges at Chapghati? . . , ** 

. j i ' 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8.CHANDRA NANDY, of kasimbazar: 

It may be, but I am personally not aware of such assurances. I am 
however aware that the mattej; has been receiving the attention of 
Government for some time in thv past. • > * 

fl 

• • 

Maulvi ARDUL BARI: t When will Government take steps in this 
direction ? 


The Hon’ble Maharajc SRI$ CHANDRA NANQY, of Kasimbazar: 

After the contour survey is completed. 

V 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: flow much money was spent by Govern- 
ment in connection with Hoods in the district of Murshidabad in 1SM6? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasiiptoazar: 

I require notice. 


Mr. TUL8I CHANDKA UUBWAMi: I would like to ask the 

Hon’ble Minister whether in regard to answer ( d ) there is any scheme 
formed by Government for investigation? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of kasimbazar: 

We are examining the matter, bu* we have not formulated any scheme 
as yet. ‘ * 


Adoption of “8r$e and Lotus” by the University of Calcutta as its 

crest. 

0 

• • 

*76. Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8*. (a) Is tbe II<yi*ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that there is a 
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) • [ ( 

feeling of mgijation amongst th^ Muslims of Bengal over the adoption 
of “Sree and ^otus” f by tfft Urfiyer8it , yiof> Calcutta as i^s crest? 

(b) If the \inswer ' to^,( a ) if in the affirmative, evill the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state steps, if any, the Government have 

daken or dt^they propose taking in the matter? 

‘V * 

0 MINI8TE^ in charge of 'EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul HuqJ: (a) Y ; e «. 

• n - i ' I. 

(b) Tbernuitter has been taken *up and it is hoptyl that & tfatittfactory 
solution will soon he arrived at. * # ' • 

t 

■ 

(» 

, ' Maulvi ABDUL BARI:. What steps have been taker. till now 
for removing the' emblem of “Lotus” and “Sree’ \ on the- crest of the 
Calcutta University? 

- c * *• 1 * « . - 

1 i. 

The Hon’ble Mi 1 . A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have been in corre- 
spondence with the Calcutta University, but no definite solution has yet 
been arrived at. * , 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that Muslims Regard “Sree” and “Lotus” as emblems of idolatry? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir. 

A Member: What is the idea behind the emblem of “Sree” and 
“Lotus”? 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL KUQ: I am not in a position 
to answer that question which is one of the points that have been 
referred to the Univeisity. t 

Mr. AT.UL KRISHNA c CH0S4E: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that there are lotuses inscribed on the face of the rupee poin, and in 
view of thqt, is‘he prepared not to proceed further with the matter? 


The Hoit’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There may or may not 

be lotuses, hut I have not seen them. 

* 

t i‘ 

Ifaulvi .ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Do not “Lotus” and “Sree” 
signify the emblem of a deity? 
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' • * * 

Tll» Hon’blt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL t HUQ: I hate eljeady admitted 
that “Sree” and “Lotus” are* fegardld h;J Mu^Jiras aa/an emblam of 
idolatry. 


Mr. ATl)L KRISHNA CHOSE: My question about lotoses appear* 
ing on the face’of the rupee .coin has not been answerer! dlt, Sir. 

-.-v. r 

Mr^SPEAKER: It the Hon ble Minister lias no! seen it, I caiRlot 


Maulvi ABDUL* LATIF bIsWAS: Has there been any corre- 
apondence with the ITniversity # and has any ’reply been received?., 

, The ' Hon’ble Mr. aAk. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, we have had 
correspondency {frith *t he 'University. We have Written several letters 
and received aff many replies thereto 


Maulvi ABDUL/BARI: Js it a fact that “Sree” and “Lotus” are 
considered m 41 national emblem? • 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am not aware. Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I s not the lotus considered to be 
a beautiful flower of Bengal? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I should like to make the 
position clear here. Hfttf it beci^ merely “Sree” or “Lotus,” there 
may not have been any objectufti, but the combination ol the two is 
being regarded by the Muslfm communitv iis a deliberate insult to 
Muslim sentiment. 

•> 'i 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Ilon'ble Minister aware 
that the Bageswari Professor of Pint- Arts who happens lo I* a Muham- 
madan at tlpB present moment approves of this “Sree’^aml “Lotus" as 
an emblem art? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. SYED JAtTALUDDIN HA8HEMY : How long has ihis 
emblem been used by the University and has any Muslim, member oi 
the Senate or^ Syndicate taken any objection to it? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There are several supple- 
mentary questions put by Mr. Kashentyo ol wish to have the questions 
put and answered one, bygone 1 . 

i 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: How long has this 

insignia bee^i in use as a crest by the University? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. 

< • • • < • 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Ila: any MuUm member 
of tlhe Senate or the Syndicate ever ta)»en any objection to it? 

The Hoit’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say, because I 
am not aware wh^n it was introduced'. , 

(At this stage, a rupee coin was handed over to the Hon’ble thv# 
Chief Minister by l)r. Sanyal.) 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: After seeing the rupee coin, will 
the Hon’ble Minister raise any objection to lotuses appearing on the 
face of the rupee ( lin? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My attention has been 
drawn to something on the rupee coin which may be taken to be lotuses, 
but I do not admit, Sir, that they are clearly lotuses. I have already 
said, had it been merely a lotus or sree, there may not have been any 
objection, but the combination of the two are objected to by the 
Muslims. (A voice: A coalition.) 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: Wai not the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister a member of t lie University when this “Lotus” and “Sree” 
was introduced? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I was a member for some 
time o'f the Senate of the Calcutta University, but its introduction was 
never made in consultation witli the members of the Senate. It was 
only after a country-wide agitation had been started that I came to 
know that “Sree” and “Lotus” are on the emblem. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is it not a fact that the Muhammadan 
students of the Calcutta University boycotted the Foundation Day 
Ceremonies on account of the use of “Sree” and “Lotus” on the emblem 
o? the University? 

The Hoit’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir, that is a fact. 



381 


1937.] QJTESTIpNS. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Next question. . 

« 

Mr. RASIK4.AL BI8WA8: I ^'anothe/ supplementary 

question, jSir.# • # . 


I have" already |pven the widest pmffible latitude 
House, an<l calle<d*the next (Question. Yo 


Mr. 8PEAKER: 

to all sections of the House, an^caileStthe next (Jugstioif You should 
not thwefore press for another supplementary question. *You will fflve 
^er.opportuTrity to discuss the same matter when the Education 
Budget comes up. 


_ UriSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to wfiich ffawers were laid on the table) 

. T* •• •• 

Price *of jute and sugarcane. 

7. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (') J»s the IWble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture* and Industries Department aware - 

(i) of' the extreme economic distress of the agriculturists in the 

* province; and , 

(it) {hat abnormal fall in the price of agricultural products 
generally and that of jute specially is responsible for such 
economic distress? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle 
Minister he pleased to state whether Government contemplate early 
steps to fix the minimum jprice" of jute and sugarcane after due enquiry? 

MINISTER in charge of* AGRICULTURE and INDU8TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahacfcir, of 
Dacca): (a) (i) and (<() I am aware that the general fall dn agricultural 
prices during recent years has caused considerable distress to the agii- 
eulturists of Bengal. , , 

(b) The question of fixing minimum price for sugarcane was 
referred to .a committee consisting mainly ol non-officrajs last, year and 
they were not in favour of such action-. This question is again being 
considered but the action to be taken must depend on .the recommenda- 
tions to be made by the Tariff Board who are now investigating the 
case of the sugar industry. * t J 

■ The question 6f 'fixing a minimum price for jute is one whioh is 
being investigated by the Central Jule Committee. The results of 
their enquiry are awaited.^ 
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Remuneration y>f extra copyists of the office of Registrar of AafuraaopSy 

« Calcutta. 

.» » ‘ ■ 

9. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in*»hacge of the Education Department be pleased to state-^- 
i- 

(i) the a\erage highest monthly income and the lowest average 
monthly income of extra copyists of the office of the Regis- 
trar of Assurances, Calcutta, fn — 

(1) 1926, and 

(2) 1936; and 

r (ii) whether the question of remuneration of these "eJ^irfe copyists 
is under consideration of the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (f)— 

HigheBt average Lowest average 
Year. monthly monthly 

income. income. 

Rs. Rs. 

1926 .. .. .. 25 15 

1936 .. .. .. 35 17 

(n> The Inspector-General of Registration, Bengal, is considering 
/his question . 

A Member: How many extra copyists are there in the office of the 
Registrar of Assurances, Calcutta? 

r 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware, and I 
would require notice. 

Unemployment problem. 

9. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware of the 
problem of unemployment in Bengal ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, do 
the Governnlent intend to take to meet the situation ? 

>4v, 

the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoca: 

(a) Yes, 
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(6) I cannot answer for whaHmjay be done in,ciher department® 
but so far as ,my departments are qoncerndji, 'which deal principally 
with middle-class unemployment, a number o\ schemes are under con- 
sideration for* the improvement and expansion of those which are 
already in* existence *for giving training in various forms of industry* 
and agriculture and affording financial assistance to unemployed uridle- 
class^lersons to enable theni to net themselves up in business. ' 

' > • • \ • •* ' •' ■ 

Maulvi ABDUL BA^h hat schemes have up till now been taken 
in hand b>\the Iltm’ble Minister in regard to the problem of unemploy- 
ment amongst bhadrhlok youths? 

• • 

The Hon’ble Nawab,Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I would reqmg^jt]^ honourable fneraber'fo wait till ?he Industries * 
Budget is iptrodlcwikjiy m* when 1 shall have au opportunity of laying 
before the House* the policy of Government so far as this Department 
is concerned. • 

• / 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: When does he propose to do 
that? 

* • 

The Hon'lfle* Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I havg already said that I shall lay down the policy of the Department 
when presenting the Industries Budget. 


Introduction of primary education in Mymensingh. 

10. Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Wiyl the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge of the Education Depur Alien t be pleused to state - 

» 

(i) the amount necessary for the introduction of the Primary 

Education Act in tile district of Mymensingh; 

(ii) the estimated receipt from the education cess in the said 

district; and 

(hi) the amount that is now spent from the ‘provincial revenues 
for the primary education in the said district? 

. * • » * • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (/) It has been estimated 
that a fairly good start could he mad® with Us. 11,70,000 per annum, 
(u) Us. 9,07,198. 

(Hi) Rs. 1,88,140. 

A Member: •In"Tfew of the fact thafr collection of the education 
cess is in progress in the district of Mymensingh, will the Hon'lje 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons why primary education fcas 
DjOt yet been # introduced in ^hat district P * 
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Tlw H^ll'bl® Mf« A. K. FAZ^UL HUQ: It was proposed to levy 
an education cess in the ^listrict of Myinencingh. Arrangements were 
complete, but as soon a, we tx)k offije, an agitation was started in 
Mymensingh and numerous telegrams were sent to us objecting to the 
‘inJ^osition of the cess.* In consideration of that fact, and 4 in deference 
to large volume of public opinion, ye have stopped the imposition 
of the cess at the present moment, and I may inform the Houj$ that 
it is one o f f t/Iie points on which we are labouring to try end s$ , now 
we can introduce primary education without the imposition of any 
taxation. 

The Same member! Will the Hon’ble Minicter be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the District School jB^ard unanimously passed 
a resolution requesting tne Government' tb giws.t to the Act 
immediately ? t 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a fact that the 
District School Board has been insisting on the imposition of the cess, 
and I have already laid that we are going to make a supreme effort 
to introduce primary education without taxation. If any taxation is 
necessary, we will consider how far we „hall have to g’vt effect to the 
taxation proposals ot the Primary Education Act. 

Filling up of the posts of 8heristadars and Superintendents of the 
1 Collectorates by Muslims. 

11. Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Kevenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of posts of revenue Sheristadars and Superinten- 

dents of the Collectorates in. the province; and 

(ii) the number that are Mussalmans? 

(b) Will the Hpn’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment consider it desirable to fill 50 per cent, of these posts by Muslims P 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, do the Government 
intend to takq steps to retire immediately the Sheristadars and Super- 
intendents who are in extension of service and to fill up the vacancies 
by qualified Muslim clerks of the Collectorate ? 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
8ir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (i) 27, and ) 2. 

\ (b) No, the post of Superintendent is a very important one, and it 
is essentia] that promotion to thi* post should be on merit alone. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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Mr* A* M. ABDUL HAMID: On whose recommendation are these 
appointments jnade? * k 

t 

Th* Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: On the /teom- 

jnendation of the District Collectors'. 

'• ‘ * * 

A. M. ABDUL HAMII): Is il not a fact that tlir.te appoint- 
are m 4 de not, by tho^ollccior;* hut l.y the Hoard -of Revenue P 

The Ityi’ble ,8fr BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: 1 require notice. 


Estate^ ‘under, the Court pf Wards. 

V. * 

12. - Maulvi MD. HpSANUZZAMAN : Will {he Hon'ble Minister 
in charge 6f tjie Revenue Department be pleased ‘to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(0 the number # of estates now under the Cyflrt of Wards; 

(?i) the names of (1) Muhammadan, and (2) Hindu estates; 

. • * " * 

(in) the names of Managers of the respective estates ? 

4 0 

« 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: A statement is 
laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in reply to unstarred question No. 12, 


(i) 138 


( ii ) and (in) List, of Hindu Estates. 

1. Mahisadal 

2. Basudebpur 

3. Panchrofe 

4. Balishai 

5. Pahari 

6. K. 0. Chatterjee’s Trust 

7. Chowdhnry Spudamini Dasi 

8. Kumar Krjshtta Mukherjee 

9. Anukul Chandra Banerjee 

10. Sailendra Kinkar Pal 

J 1 Bhoianatb Das Mahapatra 


Hindu 

.. 105 1 

Muhammadan 

.. 28 

Others 

5 


138 

Names of Managers. 


* Babu tpendra Nath Banerjee, 
/ ^Babu Dhirendra Chandra Sen, 

* lBa!5u Durga Sankar Hay. 

J 
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13. 

< 14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
19. 

%) \ 

21 ." 

22 . 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 


39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

4*7. 

48 ! 
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List of Hindu Estates. 

B. L. Mukherjee ’s Tnifl • 

t\\Uukherjec* 

Janl^zar No. I c 

Jan bazar Nf>- II 
Rhukailash No. I 

Bhukailash No. II 

Panihati No. I 
Panihati No. 11 „ 

Kaha 

Bhowanipur (Barataraf) 

Bhowanipur (Chototaraf) 
R. N. Roy 
Chetjangia 

Indira Debi 
Kasim bazar Raj < 

Lalgola Raj 
Mukherjee 
Bagehar Rai 
Bagehar Chowdhury 
T. C. Chowdhury 
Bunagati (i 

Naldanga 

Gobardanga (Barataraf) 
Gobardanga (Sejotaraf) 
Khararia 

Bliowal 

Banglabazar 
Swarnamoyee Debi 
Murapara Barataraf 

Dhankora No. 1 

Golokpur 
Goyhatta 
Shcrpur No., I 
jSherpur No. II 
Raiorshi 

SuBang Baratahabil 
Dakshinshabazpur ’ 


} 


•v 


Names of Managers. 
Babu Kamada Charan Sanyal. 


VBabu Rrabhendra Mohan Gupjp. 

J, .f*. * *t. 


} 


Mr. S. D. Ghoshal (Honojary Mana- 
ger.) 

Babu Sudhir Chandra Sen. 


j^Babu KaiXunfha Chandra Sen. - 

Babu Satish Chandra Guha. 

^-Babu Birendralal Roy. 

Rai Jitoudra Nath Sarkar Bahadur. 
Babu Upendra Kumar Guha Neogy. 


Babu Upendra Chandra Sen. 

Babu Karticyada Basu. 

^Babu Paresli Nath BaBu. 

Rai Saheb Upendra Nath Ghosh. 
Babu Jogendra Kumar Mukherjee. 
Babu Nayanendra Chandra Sen. 

Maulvi A. M. M. Khan (officiating). 

Babu Jyotirindra Nath Roy. 

Babu Rasikranjan Maitra. 


■} 


49. ( ,N. K.JBasu 
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^ NanW of Managers. 
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50. 

Amrajuri 


51. 

A. K. Debi 

• • V- 

52. 

B. L. *Rrty and others 

53. 

S. P. Ghosai 

r 

54. 

S*B. Ghosai 

• • 

55. 

tf. Ghosai . . 

• • 

50.* 

S. S. Qhofial • « 

•\ 

57. 

Madhabpacha* . 

> 

58. 

BasaiiVa (ivanag&l j 

ointly with 

• 


other estates). • 

59. 

Nani Gopal,Mukherje< 


68. 

Raj Kissen Banerjee * 

• • 

61. 

Rani JHte’^'Sewpri 

• . . 

62# 

Surendra Bijoy ifoy \ 

• 

63. 

Rafn Kumar *Kishori p 

lollop Roy 

64. 

Lakshi Kami ni *Sen ’ 

65. 

Noapara* 


66. 

Ghosai 


67. 

Padua Gupta # 


68. 

Banigram Roy 

daughters 

69. 

Pramilafthlit i)cbi and 

70. 

Jogesh Chandra Roy 

• 

71. 

Blmkailash (Xippera) 


72. 

Majitpur 


73. 

Sac bar 


74. 

Tagore 


75. 

Bardhan 


76. 

R. K. Bose and others 


77. 

B. C. Saha 

• 

78. 

Brikutsa 



► Babu Prafulla*Kuiuar Sei? 

» 

I • 

Balm Jnanendra Nath Banerjee. 
Mim’agcjJ by Collectorate Nazir. 

■\ 

j^Balm Sudhir Chandra i)ey. 

^Bami miuesnjunanara sen. 

J 

►Babu Bhupendra Nath Bhattachar- 
jee. * 

i 

>Bahu Hem Kumar Bose. 

Babu Kshitisii Chandra I)aB Gupta. 


79. Agradwip 

80. Mahadebpur 

81. Puthia 

82. Janbazar No. II (I)majpur) 

83. Majdiha , 

84. Maid war 

85. Malliek No. 1 

86. MalliekNo.il 

87. Haripur Barataraf 

88. Deb Banna 

89. Babin 

90. I. C. Roy Tru&t 

91. Bardhankuti 

92. Tushbhandar 
! — 98. Kakina * 


Babu B%santa Kumar Cuba. 

Babu Narendra Nath Chakravarty. 

Babu Molrit Chandra Banerjee. 

* • 

Babu Birendra Kumar (jjpha. 

. . Babu Tejchandra Baijerjee. 

•0 

. . > tyibu Prafulla Chandra Das. 

•J 

. . Babu Kiran Chandra Chakravarty, 

. . Babu Satish Kamal Sinha. 

• • 

. . Unc^r the Colle<dor direct. 

, . Mr. S. C. Roy (Honorary. Manage!.) 
. . Babu UmeSh Chantlra Acharya. 

. . Babu Himangsfcu Mohan 4taye.V 



List of Hindu^Estates^ 
Bamandanga 

95. Li&.iri (Junior) 

i ' 

96. LahiA (Senior) 

97. Taj hat 

98. c Radhaballav 

99. Kamarpukur 

100. Poyda 

1/)1. Tagore (Pabna) 

102. Suksena 

103. Naokhila 

104. Natore 
10b. Searsolo 


QUESTIONS, 

; t 


[21st Aug., 


Names of Managers. 


Babu 43iddhesw«,r Pakrasi (Hono- 
rary.) 

feabM Nagentlra Ch. Lhhiri (Hono- 
'-rarry.) . r * 

Babu Dhirananda Das. 

- Babiij t'achiiulrqjal Koy . 

Maulvi Mir Hossain. 

Batpi Ne.harMndu Kay. 

Babu Joj'esh G'liandra Sinha. 

Babu Raj end ra N"*k f-Msal. 

Babu J^g(; adralal ^akrashi. 

Babn Diiibsh Chaiftira Dutt. 

Babu Prabhat Chandra Sen 
(Additional Manager.) 


List of Muhammadan Estates. 


Names of ^Tatuigers. 


(>. 

7. 

S. 

9. 

40 . 

41 . 

J2. 

13. 

U. 

15: 
1 - 6 . 

J7. 


Babu Monoranjan Das. 
Maulvi Md. Sheikh Yunus. 


Pratappur 
Syedpur Trust 

Nawab K. Habibullah and others 
Heirs of Nawabzada K. Attiekollah 
^R. Md Ismail and another 
X. Noorud.din and another 
Hoti’ble Khan' Bahadur Syed J- Maulvi Md. v ahya. 
‘Abdul Hafeez. 

Nawabzadi Peri Banu 
Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin and 
another. 

K. Md. Adel and others. 


Babu Nayanendra Chandra Sen. 
Maulvi A. M. M. Khan (officiating.) 
Babu Prafulla Kumar Sen. 


Kazi Alauddin (managed jointly 
with other estates). 

Haibatnagar (managed jointly 
with other estates). 

Dasmina (managed jointly with 
other estates). 

Chaudhury Md. Ismail Khan 
(managed jointly with other 
estates). 

Mst. Haiima Khatun (managed 
jointly with other estates). VBabu Jnanendra Nath Banerjee. 

Mst. Razia Begum and others 
(managed jointly with other 
estates). 

Bamna (managed jointly with 
other estates). 
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List of Mi hammadan Estates. 

18. Habiganj « * \ . . Maiflvi 

19. Mat. Karimunnessa Begum*] 

(managed jointly with, ofyer 

estates). . ' • 

20. CWiauphaldandi (KBan * Sahib J 

(managed jointly with hther 

• estates). * • * ( 

21. Comilla Nawab * * 


. Namei of Managers. 
iV f! M. Abdul Karim^ 


Babu RameSl/ Chandra Se)i. 


22. Badarennessa 

23. Kazi , 


>Babu Mahendra Lai Snrkar. 


-J 


Babu Sjibodh Kumar Ghoah. 


24. Pashimgaon (managed jointly Babu Bhupendra Nath BhattacljaN 
> joinBy^t^ther estates). * # j£e* 

2H. ChoughOria'Ahia (nAnaged jointly Babu Basanta Kumar Guha. 
with other.estatcs)) , , * 


2b. Af anu 11a Trust 


VUnder the Collector direct. 


27 Reazuddin Trust . * 

28. Mahipur (managed jointly with Babu Niharbindu Ray. 
other ^states) * 


H . * Natnes of Court of Wards Estates, the proprietors of which are- 
Christians, have been excluded from these lists TJhe estate of the Nawab 
Bahadur of Murshidabad. which is not a Court of Wards Estate, has also been 
excluded from these lists. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the lion hie Minister be. 

pleased to staff* whetjier these estates have been takbn over by Govern- 
ment because the pioprielors are ftieapable of managing their estates? 


The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I think, Sir, 
that question does not arise out of this question. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What aie the reasons lor having 
taken over those estates by the Coin! of Wards? • 

* . * * 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: *T submit that 

that queslion does not aris<«out of* tins question. 

* t 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1th ink the statement shows the itumbcr of estates 
taken over by the Court of Wards, and as such, any question as to why 
the estates # were. Liken over is perfectly in order. 


The Hoit’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH R.OY: There W various 
/easons why 4hese estates have been taken over; some of them wtre 
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taken over on the ground ? lhat the proprietors are minors, or ladies; in 
^aome cases they were tajfen ov^r, being encumbered estates, on the 
cation of the prop/jetoi's themselves. 6 ' a 

M ' 

' Dr. MALI NAKSHA 8ANYAL; (in case a gentleman* happens to 
f be in ill K list, is he not incapable, of iYranagiqg the ^Government ^estate, 
if he has been considered incapable of r managing his own estate 

" • • . 

W.7* Speaker: Order, order. That question is qo't in order. 

, A Member: Will fl ie Ron’ble Minister be pleased to stale whether 
the very fact that an estaj-e iA encumbered is a ground ifor Government 
to take over charge of that property? 

« , ' 

The Hon’bfe Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGHi ROY : t Y? s, Sir. T?ie 
proju ietors in such catses apply for being declared disqualified proprietors, 
and there is a section in the Act under which Government can declare 
them to ( be disqualified proprietors. In such cases, Government exercise 
their discretion. . ' f 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the lkm'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether statutory powei is given tq each of these 
court of wards estates? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That quest ion does not arise 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: May I know whether all the zemindars 
whose names are on this list are disqualified proprietors. 

•i 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, ordei . He has already answered as to why 
these estates have been taken over. Your question ir* therefore merely 
a repetition. 

Short Notice Question. 

550. I^r. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: {a) Will the Rou ble 

Min ister in charge of the Rome (Special) Department be pleased to 
state: — 

(f) whether it is a fact that the condition ot four of the hunger- 
strikers in the Andamans Islands is precarious; and 
(n) whether he has received any communication from the Govern- 
• inent of India about the condition of the Hunger-strikers? 

(fr) If fhe answer to {a) { ti ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the contents of the communication? 
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(c) Has the Hon’ble Minister Received jny conlmunicalion regard- 

ing the condition of thuVhung^r-strilsers frttin the Chief Commissioners 
of the Andamans? V * V 

(d) If the* answer to (r) is ii\ the affirmative, \vill # he be piySsed tp 

state the contents of such communication? * * 

(e^ Is the Ilon’ble Minister considering the desirability of permitting 
two members of the Cqygress Assembly Party' to gy and visit the 
hunger-strikers hi "the Andamans to discuss their grievances with the 
prisoners-and to fferspade them to give up the strike? * 

(/) If so, is the* Hon ’hie Minister considering the desirability of 

. # • ' • 

issuing such permission forthwith? 


MINISTER iji charge of ’HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon^le 
Khwaja Sir N0*imilddqn)< (/) {a) to (d): The latest information in 
my possession ij that t^e mynl>er o/ terrorist convicts on hunger-strike 
is ; three Vi them are ‘on the seriously ill list, the condition of one 
of them heiTig critical. 

i 

(,‘?) This is a mptter foi the Government oj| # India 


Mr. SURENDRA MffHAN MAITRA: Will ?he llon’hlc Minister 
consider it fij to >end a Nimmunication to the Government ol India 
recommending that an\ two members of our party he permitted to see 
the hunger-strikers in order to dissuade them from the strike? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN^ T he communications 
between t he (government of Bengal and the Government of Indyt are 
of a confidential nature, but so far as forwarding t fie request that has 
been made is concerned, the Government of Bengal will consider that 
question. I may inform the House that from Monday next the Central 
Assembly will be sittfng, and the representatives from Bengal can 
place all the questions in that Assembly. 

• 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: May l submit that although 
there will be an opportunity of raising the, question in ihe Central 
Assembly, the ^hunger-strikers may not probably survive flip strike till 
then. Therefore, the question pift by mv f honourable friend simply 
asks the Government to consider the desirability of making it easy for 
some of the* representative! of Bengal to visit the Andamans in order 
to dissuade them from continuing* the hunger-strike, 

* 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Government of 
Bengal will consider this question, hut what we are going* to write fro 
the Government of India I cannot disclose, because it is confidential. 
All communications between the Government of India and the •Gov- 
ernment of Bengal are confidential. 
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Mr. JOGE8H CHAN DIR A CUP,Ta': Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if they haVe any, objection trfVany effort being made by 
%c*opbers on this side o/\rhe* House to persuade the *hunger-strikers to 
give ^j^the strike? 

The Kon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUD4)IN; Not only have jwe no 
objection, but we are trying our r 'level be^t from evejry source to persuade* 
them to do so, 'and in this conrtefrtion I again inform the House 

thatcthe position of tlie Government of- Bengal is [fiat in the debate 
that was held here on the Andamans question, the mover of £he motion 
lqid stress on two main issues, namely, class ificatipn and repatriation. 
Our replies, 1 may repeal, again, are, as regards classification, that the 
Government of Bengal are prepaied to take up, this question immediately 
after the present session of tlie Legislature, and as yeg^t« **epatriation, 
we are prepared, as soon as the hunger-strike iA over, jto sit round tfoe 
table and discuss wish the members of tkis and the Upper House. I 
am further in a position to state in this House that we have an assurance 
from the Government of India that there will be no victimisation. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Does not the Ilon ble 
Minister think t hat ^t lie presence of two meinbers from Hi 5 s side of the 
House at the Andamans at this critical juncture will go<a great length 
in persuading the hunger-strikers to abandon the strike? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. f 
25— General Administration. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: l beg to move that the sum of 

Es. 1,18,58,000 demanded for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration” be reduced by Its. 100. 

My obj’ect in moving this cut motion is to enter my emphatic protest 
against the drastic and indiscriminate manner in which the certificate 
procedure is being applied in Bengal for tlie realisation of rents from 
the agricultural tenants. 1 think. Sir, tlie framers of the Public 
Demands Boemerv Act never imagined that tlie provisions of that law 
would ever be applied for purposes like this. We all know the manner 
in which the certificate procedure is being applied for the realisation 
bf rents. Tt is being applied in a most drastic manner much so 
that the Public Demands Recovery Act and this certificate procedure 
is rdgnvdefl by the Beqgal tenants as a veritable terror. The different 
fields in which the certificate procedure is applied may* be said to bfc 
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three. First of all the procedure is applied ior thefrealisation of rents 
from khas nufhal tenant^ secondly j ft is apty^ed'for the realisation of f 
rents due to lan3lords whose estates are upder the niauageme»;i-'6i 
Government c*r under the court yf wards; and Jdiirdly, it is aJy6 use<J. 
for the realisation of rents due tu certain private landlords who urfc 
inve^fed with the powers of certificate procedure undjer the Bengal J 
Tenancy Act. 1 have already* slat ed, # Sir, that it is being used in a 
most indiscriminate manner. It may be said that landlords are in 
arrears i^ respecf of , their tides. Why should there not, be therefore 
some easy and expeditious procedure for the realisation ol their dues Y 
1 submit that tliesd arrears generally accumulated during the duysmt 
economic depression. In those days the Betigal taiyul. \ were helpless. 
But look at the treatment mated out Jiengul raiyah during those 
d#ys. Wherea^ diking that period there were remissions ol rent else- 
where, *in Bengal the certificate procedure was bepig used against them 
as drastically* and as merrily as ever. That was the treatment meted 
out to Bengal raiyah during those days of depression. There is no 
justification whatsoever for the application of Jh/s drastic procedure 
for the realisation* ot rents from agricultural tenants. Sir, is the 
Bengal raiyal 3 recalcitrant ? 1 say most emphatically (hat he is not. 

The Bengal raiyat is proverbially meek, submissive, law-abiding and 
God-Fearing. We know that to the Bengal raiyat the payment ot 
rents is regarded not only as a legal obligation* but also us a religious 
duty. A raiyat who dies without being able to pay his rent or bis dues 
to the mahajan thinks that he is dying with a burden of a sin on Iris 
shoulder and instances are not rare in which lie does not even^tuke 
advantage of the law of limitation and in many cases lie has been seen * 
to pay rents which were due from him LG years ago without any 
hesitation. That being so, my question is why a drastic law r should 
at all be applied tor the realization of rents from those people. If the 
Act was judiciously applied, theli probably this complaint might not 
have arisen at all. But the manner in which it has been applied has 
given rise to widespread complaints. If this power of realising rents 
by certificate procedure is still exercised by the landlords and the court 
of wards, I think nothing can induce the "Bengal raiyat to .believe that 
in future this Act will be more humanely applied. So far Vis the reali- 
zation of rents of estates under the court of wards is concerned, it seems 
that the question has beeli raised by my friend, J)r. Sanyal, whether 
persons who are considered to be disqualified to^ manage their own 
estates should be considered capable of managing the affairs of other 
persons and of being vested with the highest responsibility of the State. 
That is altogether a different question, Sir. And as the-Udn’ble $ir 
Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy has pointed ofit, it is not always a fact that 
because a proprietor is disqualified or incompetent that his estate «comes 
under the court of wards, but there may be other causes as well. My 
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submission is that^the certificate procedure should no longer be applied 
for the realisation of, the dues ot estates no funder the eourt of wards. 
-%condly, the investment of private landlords with 0 the power of cer- 
tifica^ procedure is considered by the Bengal raiyats 9 and by every 
2right-tninking l persorf as an obnoxious and * atrocious’ procedure. 
Almost all the proprietors who* have been giveji tliis*power have abused 
it, so much so that. the raiyate under* such landlords are much'' more 
unhappy than’' those raiyaU whoe ark not binder them. *1 Jhink fcbis 
question was raised previously on the* floor' of this House and an 
assurance was given by Government that in future the*polie/ of invest- 
ing private landlords with this power would be reviewed and that this 
power would be very sparingly used. But I submit that nothing to 
that effect, has been done and private landlord* lire being freely invested 
with powers of certifieat e and they arc using such jwfw’nw^SIs flagrantly 
as ever. I think therefore that the first thine; that fiovermnfnt can 
do is to do away with this provision in tlft* Bengal Tenancy Act. The 
relevant section is section lbSA. Government, T understand, is going 
very soo.u to introduce a Bill for amending the Bengal Tenancy Act. 
If Government is ream earnest to do something iti this direction, the 
best course that Government can take is to incorporate a clause in the 
proposed Bill for repealing this section 1A8A and the* other cognate 
sections I08AA and 158AAA. \ think this is a ven ifiodest demand 

that J am making, although the demand that is being* generally made 
by the other members is that the whole Act should be repealed. They 
dyniand that there should not be any Act like the Public Demands 
Recovery Act on the statute book. Whether it is feasible or not should 
be exit mi ned. So far as T am concerned, T am not soaring so high as 
to ask for the repeal of the whole Act just at the present moment, but 
the least that Government can do is to repeal those sections of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. With these few words, jSir, I place my motion 
before. the House for its acceptance. * 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Surendra Mohan Maitra, w r ill you kindly 

note that T am henceforth allowing ten minutes only for speeches? 

< 

* 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: All right. Sir, I shall be 
very short. 

I rise to accord pn wbole-bearted*support to the honourable member 
from Faridpur. e Sir, this certificate procedure has heen in my view, 
and in the view of man> others, as being a State tyranny, and is 
UeState tyranny. I know that in the name of realization of dues, police 
ar$ sent out to realize dues {hat can he recovered under the Public 
Demands Recovery Act, and the result has been that the whole house 
bag been practically looted and even the grain-seeds taken aw T av. I. 
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know that in a court of wards estate, viz., the Kasiipbazar estate in my 
district, some. time ago Aese ttfngs actually happened. This is not a, 

stray case, Sir; tfcis is tliA usual case in ftiauers of realization of due;- 

* > . « + ' ^ 

under the Public Demands Recovery Act. ‘I put a question it) im 

honourable 'friend the Hon’ble the Revenue M ibister* whether 'eneuml- 
branc$ is a ground for t^ikin^ over .charge of pnvilte estates. I assert 
— anf! assert with qll the *forc# l can*command — on tlfe floor of this 
Heuse thgt many gt the States will* wflmse names many of us here are 
•acquainted were Jakeii •over by Government simply because tho pro- 
prietors those estates had been spendthrifts and sphit all their 
money on the two \C r 5 s. • • 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: Older, oylor. I an) afraid \ou are going bevqn’d 

the limHs of depend . 

* \ 

* • 

Mr. SURSNDhA MOHAN MAURA: Yen well. Sir, I witli.lmw 
m> remark.*' In nn o])inion an amendment of the Court of Wards Act 
has long been overdue. State protection should be given ’really to 
those persons who are ladies, infants, insanes, or to those who are 
incapacitate] b\ habitual illness or something like that, but in the 
name ot other things, on other considerations, estate after estate has 
been "taken ove.r by Government, and the result is that the estate is 
saved, but the tenants are tyrannised. Even in the case of Government 
estates, /.r., the Unis nut /nil estates, it is the same story — it is 
the same picture. Though the cultivators have been passing through 
a financial crisis, though the \ield of crops has gone down, am] the 
production is now less than what it was, \e< the .nme machinery for 
recovery of rent is used now, a i Al used sometimes with double force 
and with renewed vigour For all these reasons, Sir, I accord my 
support to the motion'of Matilvi Tamizuddin Khan and say that this 
procedure under section 158 .should be scrapped from the Bengal 
Tenancy Act and the Public Demands Recovers A ft should be revised 
in such a way that it ma\ not be oppressive to the tenants, fn this 
connection I would like to draw the attention of the Ilon’ble the 
Revenue Minister to the fact that in matters of certificate -procedure a 
curious procedure is adopted, v.c., compound interest is taken from the 
tenants. From the date of default up to the time of ceitifieafe interest 
at 12| per cent, is calculated, and on tin’s consolidated sum, again, 6 
per cent, interest is realized; so dhal practically tenants have to pay 
compound interest. If a tenant’s due is Us. 5, he has to pay Its. 10, 
taking all the costs and the lips to various persons. I hope all these 
things will he taken into serious consideration by my honourable friend 
the Revenue Minister and also that due' consideration should be giyen 
to the objectigns that have been raised on the floor of this* ILsm&e this 
noon. 
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Maulvi ABU (40S8A1N 8ARKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support Maulvi Taiqizudcjin Kl^n with all ,the strength that I can 
command. I come frovh a constituency, Sir, which is practically 
certij^ate-ridden. It is the zemindary of one of our Ministers — I mean 
ithe Maharaja of Kasimbazar. There the condition of the peasants is 
such t&at it cannot be described in language, I could not find*, chairs 
or fables in the houses of gentlemen- tenants, because most of them 
had already been sold by the pr< cess of certificate, and those persons 
whouhad chairs and tables, many of them had to CQnceal them in the 
houses of their relatives. Otherwise, the peons of the Jcutchbries would 
give information that chairs and tables wore to be found in their houses, 
and within a very short timt* the peons with certificates would come 
forward and take them away. 1 have seen with my own eyes bullocks 
being sold at its. d per pair under pressure of this ceetrificate procedure. 
In that quarter, Sir, this Public Demands Recovery Act is considered 
as an octopus, and one of my friends from tnat pan of the country 
actually wrote to me, when this Act was going to be aiqpiided and a 
Rill was to be introduced to that end by the JtfonTde the Revenue 
Minister, not to be a pmrfy to adding an extra hand to that octopus! 
It is considered amongst the tenants that the Dublin Demands Recovery 
Act is, practically, a landlords’ Act. When a poor .man dies, all his 
properties are sold and no steps are ever taken to protect theiq; but 
when a zemindar or a„ landlord falls into difficulties, either on account 
ot his own extravagance or on account of the accumulated debts of his 
ancestors, he takes shelter under the court of wards and the old 
accumulated debts are,, cleared h\ this obnoxious certificate procedure. 
All these points and circumstances I submit, to the House in the hope 
that this obnoxious Act and the relevant sections of the (hurt of Wards 
Act will be removed from the statute book at once. Personally, I have 
submitted two Rills — one for saving the raij/ats from the clutches of 
the Public Demands Recovery Ac1 s and another for the amendment 
of sub-section (rt of section (i of the Court of Wards Act. I now 
appeal to Government to take up those tuo matters, and if they want 
to do an> good to the tenants ot Rengal and save ihem from sure ruin, 
Government should at once remodel or amend the Public Demands 
Recovery Act and the Couit of Wards Act, so that the tenants may 
not further he ruined by this atrocious procedure as prescribed 
under these two obnoxious legislations. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE d elivered a speech in Bengali in support of 
Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan’s motion. % 

'' Mr. SPEAKER: 1 would again appeal to the whips of the different 
groups to send me the lists of the speakers of the different parties: 
otherwise, it would be very difficult for me to call out the names of the 
members whom the party leaders would like to speak. r I hope if a 
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party wants any particular member to speak on ajparticuhr motion, 
the whip -rill kindly su^pit t(J me ^ list giving^ names according to 
priority. ‘ * ^ 

A member: On a point o£ order,* Sir. Whjen* the Certificate "'proce-' 
dure was under discussion, some honourable members were moving 
from .seat to seat. 

Mr. SPEAKEfl: Thgt is neither a point of order nor a point of 
informatics, and 1 am sorry you are disturbing the proceedings of the 
House. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: 1 join with my esteemed and honourable 
friend Mauivi Tamizuddin Khan in entering my vehement protest 
against the use of certificate procedure against the tenants of Bengal. 
It is not only niy persopal protest against the use of certificate proce- 
dure, but I believe it is a .protest which will ring from every heart — 
from every member of this House- -barring a few, if any. It is not a 
protest onlj from the members of this House, but it is a protest which 
has resounded the whole country from every crude and corner against 
the. tyranny that is being promulgated on the tenantry of Bengal by 
the use of certificate procedure. It is needless to tell the House that 
ever\\member who comes from the muiassal lias been Hooded with reso- 
lutions from t lie tenants of Bengal. The tenants of Bengal have 
approached us with folded hands and tearful eyes to do away with the 
certificate procedure. It is not possible tor me or for any individual 
member of this House to do away with that baneful provision of the 
certificate procedure as mentioned in the Bengal Tenancy A at. I 
believe and Irust that if the joint voice of all the members of this 
House is raised against the provision of the Certificate Act then it is 
bound to go. 

I also rise to speak on the poi’i't that though we are going to have 
an amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act stile according to my informa- 
tion in the draft that has been prepared there is no question of any 
amendment of section 158A. Section lf)8A, if it can he compared with 
anything, it can he compared with the repressive flaws of Bengal 
like the Bengal Criminal Law (Amendment) Act. It is a law- 
less law. While the repressive criminal laws of Bengal apply to a 
certain section of the people, section 158A applies to the teeming 
millions of the peasantry of Bengal. The repressive measures were 
enacted to meet an emergent situation. Are we to understand that 
this section was also enacted to meet such an emergent situation? 
What was the emergent situation? Certainly there was none. It only 
helps the zemindars and other proprietors of land to tyrannise over the 
tenants in realising their dues as effectively as they can. Therefore, 
I say that an Act like this must go. It is the blackest spot in the 
provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act and this spot must be erased as 
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early as possible. ^ would also like to say that if the criminal law' has 
^ been the black spot, the plague ijpot, £hen certainly sectjpu 158 is still 
jpore black and worse tfo£n *what can be ti/otight oi& b\ the people of 
Benzyl. I cun tell the lion’ble Minister what tyranny is being per- 
petrated on the tenantry, of Bengal by the provisions of ‘the Certificate 
Act. I know of am individual oas6 : i will not name ’the officer, but 
those who cure to go through JJle’Oivd But ’can find his name r that 
officer once we^t to a mufassal station with t b revolver in Ins hand 
a gun in his orderly’s hand lor the purpose ol # realising the "certificate. 
<lues from ;u debtor. When he went iheie, he haiml the dtfor of the 
house locked up. It was then broken open and the found inside the 

infuse the master, mistress a;id the children in tlieir teens who were 

being served with food iif dishes. Then the officer entered the house 

aVthe point of the bayonet, which was in 'liis orderly’s hands and 

snatched away those dishes. Thereafter, a vase instituted and f if 
the llon’ble Minister^will look into the criminal re cord tf of the Kalbagh 
subdivision lie will find that ease, 'it, was "ultimately* withdrawn owing 
to the interference of some high officers. A eounter-catft* was also 
started iwjainst the^owner of the house. Atrocities like these are per- 
petrated in the name? ol certificate procedure, t would, therefore, 
earnestly request the f Ion’ hie Ministei to withdraw section J58A as 
early as possible, there are other provisions such as section J48 of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act which empower the zemindars t6 realise# their 
rent from the tenants, by institution of cases. Why then this supple- 
mentary provision has been made tor the zemindars I' Von w'ill be 
Pleased to find that it is an easy method of realising rents from tenants 
and that is the reason; why zemindars are taking adwmtage of this 
certificate procedure with the result that lent suits m t be civil courts 
are dwindling down. 1 submit to tlm members otMhe treason benches 
to reconsider tins question, and we expect an assurance from the 
.Revenue Minister that he will take immediate steps to prevent the 
offences and crime that are perpetrated on the people of Bengal. I 
hope he will give us ahso the assurance that section 158A of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act will be repealed soon. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government are 
fully a ware of the strong feeling that exists amongst the tenantry 
against the use of the certificate procedure. There are two proposals 
before the House moved by my friend Maulvi Tamizuddin Khun. The 
first is the too lavish use of the pertifiqate procedure in realising dues 
by the court of wards and the second* is the use of certificate procedure 
in connection wi’ih the management of private estates under the court 
of wards. At the outset, I may assure the honourable mover and 
other members of this House who have spoken in * support of the 
motion that Government are considering the question and before long 
they propose to come to a final decision as regards the use of the certi- 
ficate procedure. In the Bengal Tenancy Act, when it was amended 
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in 1928, powers were given to Gxfvernment to 'confer jtlie right of certi- 
ficate procedure on private landlords subject ^o certain conditions and 
terms. My friend ^ Mr. Sn^pudm Nrfth Maitnf,\*was, I believe, a party 
to that amendment. 

Mr. SUREN€R/\ NATH MAITRA: You aiV mistaken. 

• • • . 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOy/PR/tS)VD f SiNCH ROY: [ jhope I am not 
wrong. OTigim»lC\ f the whole Congress Party went into the lobb^ in 
support outlie am^ndipent and* Mr. Maitra was one of them. T was a 
member of that legislature and 1 distinctly remember the fact. It is 
rather late in the daj for Mr. Maitra to make a grievance ot it against 
the present Government, because i\ was nrtt the handiwork of the 
present Government, amf ft it was a handis^rk ot any Government, \\r$ 
friend Mr. Maitia*h&d certainly ?i hand in it. 

• ^ 

Mr. JOCESH GHANMA CU^TA: I tlimk that the Hon’ble 

Minister forgets that although we were m that House, Mr. Maitra 
came after the election of 1929. 

Mr. SUftfNDRA NATH MAITRA: M,\ pai'4 may be blamed, 
not me. • . 

The Hon’ble ‘Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As 1 was sub- 

mitting, Government are fully prepared to examine the whole question 
and to prevent all abides in future ol the certificate powers. The* 
question ot lepeal will also be considered in /hat connection. As 
regards the use of certificate powers h\ the Court of Wauls, 1 tuny 
submit that it is by lio means a normal procedure for realisation of 
rent. The usual procedure is that at t he end of each financial year the 
tahsildar has to submit., a list .of persons who are in arrears to the 
manager, and the manager scrutinises the list .end ihen and then only 
if he finds that the ordinary methods of realisation of r(*nl have failed, 
notices are issued to the tenants for payment of rent, and 1 think a 
month’s time is given for payment. It the payment is not made within 
30 days, then and then only the certificate is issued. That is the usual 
practice. (A \'4)i( k : Even in famine-affected areas?) ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Not’ In famine- 
affected area.s**the Collector has to, suspend the use of certificate powers. 

I know r it troiis my personal expedience of the districts of Burdwan 
and Ilooghly that the Collector refused to accept Applications for 
certificates. 

• 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: But the Collector of MurshkUibad gave ®o 
orders for suspending the certificate procedure when there Was famine 
in that district. ■ 

/ * 
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(A voice: Is it permissible to inteirupt the Hon’ble Minister when 
he is replying?) 

Mr. 8PEAKER" It is not permissible. But if the Hon’ble Minister 
fields, I cannot help it. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I can assure my 
friends again that it was done indhe past, and if t lye .certificate powers 
are Detained, it is going to be done in the future. , 

As regards the question of the use of certificate powers by private 
landlords, my honourable friends should’ remembeV one fact, that the 
landlords have got to pay their revenues within a certain date. If 
they do not do it, their estates are lialde to ^iie under the sunset law. 
So some facilities have got to be giveh to them for realisation- of their 
arrears. The certificate powers are by no means sfe drastic as the 
sunset law. 

Sir, Government do realise, however, that the Aery use of certificate 
powers has caused a great amount- of hardship to the tenantry of this 
province and in future they propose, if section L r >8A is at all retained, 
to restrict those powers, and it is also proposed to iss.ie executive 
instructions to the Revenue Officers of Government to see that, no abuse 
of certificate powers is made. Sir, 1 may in this connection point out 
that realisation of refit, by the use of certificate powers is cheaper so 
far as the tenants are concerned in the long run — about 80 per cent. 
Cheaper — and I have got here figures with me. Sir. Say, for instance, 
if Rs. 100 is the arrear, the cost for realisation by rent suits is Rs. 12-14 
by certificate powers, under the court of wards it is Rs. 12-4 at the 
preliminary stage and the ultimate '*ost is Rs. 22-8 through rent suit, 
whereas Rs. Hi-fi through certificate poweis. Similarly, Sir, if the 
arrears are Rs. f>0, the total amount of tost in a civil court is Rs. 12-10, 
whereas under certificate powers it ii. Rs. 0-12: so the ultimate liability 
of the tenants is much -lighter and, moreover, I would request my 
honourable friends who represent the tenantry and who are certainly 
anxious to look to the convenience and economic uplift of the tenants 
that, the tenants,; should not , be allowed to get, into arrears. That is the 
one thing 4 which a tenant must avoid. All the difficulties of the 
Bengal peasantry to-day are due to his getting involved into large 
amount of arrears. Sir, it is a fact that during the last depression 
they got into heavy arrears. The court of wards in all those cases 
remitted interest and realised rent in easy instalments: in some cases, 
about, two years’ time was given. So, flip court of wards did not try 
to take advantage of the summary method where the tenants were in 
difficulties, and I may repeat my assurance that if the certificate powers 
ara retained, Government will see that there is no abuse of that power 
■either by the court of wards or by private landlords. Sir, I refuse to 
Relieve that the landlords can flourish if the tenants do not flourish; 
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this is a proposition wlich I maif bold td say. # The prosperity of the 
country depends on the tenantnf and Jhe interest, of the landlords and 
of the tenants ai% stf. much ftifermingled that the landlords cannot 
afford to ruin the tenants in realising their difes. Government propose 
to keep this Ulealjn view and to shape their policy* accordingly. !£ 
repeat my assuranse to my honourable friend* frhe mover of the reso- 
lution, that Government will verjf carefully go into the whole question 
and examine it before $ey Some to # a decision one way or the other, 
and they will certainly* prevent the atmse of the certificate powers, by 
the court^jf wards*so lhat they may not operate any hardship in future 
to the tenants* I hope that in view of what I have said, my honourable 
friend will kindly agree to •withdraw his motion. 

• • 

Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISCRMABADI spoke in Beng'alf, 

ot which the folTqwjng is* an Eifglish translation: — 

Mr. Speakel, $5 per* cent, of the population of Bengal are tenants 
and cultivator. They are the backbone of the country so to speak. 
The country depends on them. Zemindars, talukdnrs, jotdars* lawyers, 
doctors and kavirajes all live with*their help. The amount in tax and 
cess which the tenants legally pay to the zemindars annually amount 
to 27 croresi qf rupees, while illegal payment flo the latter would 
presumably amount to 7 qr 8 crores. The average annual income of 
an Indian is Ifs. 36 only. The stream of injustice has, for a long time, 
been passing over them. The amount budgeted by our Hon’ble Finance 
Minister for the Department of Agriculture is extremely disappointing. 
Compared with other provinces the condition of Bengal is highly 
deplorable. What a cruel treatment is mete(f Towards the tenants! 
The Government of Bengal spend Tts. 11,78,000 only on agriculture. 
The income of the Ppnjab is less than that of BeiTgal by two crores, 
yet they spend five times more than what Bengal does for the improve- 
ment of agriculture. The United Provinces spend thiee times, and 
Madras four times more than what Bengal spends. 

The .powers of the zemindar in Bengal are enormous. Courts are 
open to him. He can realise his rents by suing in the courts. Besides, 
he has his peons, barkandazes, lath inis , and can^send them to the houses 
of the tenants and bring them from therfe under arfest, and he very 
often follows this procedure. StiH he wairts the powers #f realising 
rents by certificates. • 

Mr. 8PE*KER: You must wty fhat you are (^iscussing the certi- 
ficate procedure and not retrenchment. 

Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: This ^ 
meaningless.* The oppressions practised by courts of wards and in 
khas mahals in the matter of issuing certificates are still mgre; fe%rftll. 
The other day, I went to the area under a zemindar for an enquiry Wd 

« • / . G \ 
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there 1 learnt that s-eine four thousand families had left their hearths 
and homes for Burma as a result of incessant issue of certificates, and 
I found many houses asserted. , 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL KUQ* spoke in Bengali in support of the 
motion. * 1 r > 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir’ I desire totrmake one 
or <Vwo points absolutely (dear so far as the Government position is 
concerned regarding the questions on which there has been this debate. 
J may be the leader of the Coalition Party, but for the last 20 years I 
have been identified with the peasant movement in Bengal, and although 
I might have been elected by the personal influence that I- possessed°in 
the two constituencies which l contested, I t preferred to stand as a 
nominee of the 'Krishak-Proja Party. Ever* since I assumed office, 
charges have been levelled against me that I have broken the most 
solemn pledges I gaie^ at the time cf the elections, and there are some 
who have ventured to insinuate that I have been false to the Krishak- 
Proja Party. Much sooner shall I resign my office as a Minister than 
prove false to the Krishak-Proja Party (Hear! hear!), whose interests 
I have always watched here and whose interests T shall always watch 
with the most sympathetic eye. 

Sir, it has been said that I have done nothing to redeem my pledges. 
My friend, Mr. Muklfcrjee, has said that I have done nothing to 
influence the Cabinet. Where was the opportunity for me to break a 
pledge or to omit to influence the Cabinet, and does my friend know 
what I have been doing since ? ‘Unless a definite proof comes forward 
that an opportunity came, and I allowed that opportunity to go by 
without redeeming my pledges or using my influence as Chief Minister 
to implement these pledges in the various legislations, which we are 
going to undertake; there are not to say of the salary questions in my 
manifesto but I said nothing that I would accept such and such salary. 
There are certain recaicitraut members who are going against me in 
season an£ out of season v (A voice: You are discussing the salary 
question.) Jt was your friend that raised that question, buf I will drop 
the salary question. 

Mr- SPEAKER: Order, order. I think it will be quite in conformity 
with the practice and convention of all parliamentary institutions that 
the Leader of the House and the Leader of the Opposition should be 
given undivided attention when they speak. So I would appeal to 
nJrembers that even though there might be something which might be 
^b^ectecl to, they are not to disturb in the midst of a speech when the 
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Leader of the House or the Lyider of * the Opposition addresses the 
House. I aip doing so in the interest of the fairness of the debate so 
that there might f be a reasonSl^Ie debate # and* facilities afforded to all. 

The tio'n’ble Mr. A. *. FAZLUL HUQ:. Thank you, Sir. I will 
now come straight to the two»points that have been raise # d by my friend 
Mr. T^mizuddin and also renewed to in the speeches of some of the 
members. The first of these is aboh4 the powers under the ceitificate 
•procedure whitjfi are anjoye/1 by the landlords and, secondly, the repeal 
of the Public Demands Recovery Act. In order to do itwny with the 
powers of certificate procedure altogether so far as this province is 
concerned, I wi^ discuss those points one b^ one. 

As regards the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act, partuufarfv 
section 158AAA, friemls are Veil aware that there is a draft amend- 
ment ready, and ye propose to meet the members of the Coalition Group 
this afterimoi^nd* to-morrow and Ive will accept suggestions from them 
as to the amendments that ought to be made. I can give the House 
this assurance on behalf of Government that i£ the Coalition Party 
desire that the whale of the section of the Bengal Tenancy Act be 
deleted, we # will do it. (Hear! hear!) The matter lies entirely in 
their hands. \Ve know no Governor or other officials; we are the rulers 
of Bengal, aifd it is those members of the Coalition Group who have 
kept us up in power and it is not possible for the* Ministry to remain for 
a single moment in power if our supporters’ clear desire is that llrt^y 
should not be here. Do you want section L r )8 and other cognate sections 
to go ? (Cries of “Yes, Yes.”) It is in vour grower to sav this after- 
noon or to decide it to-morrow. Why ask us to do this or that? You 
are the masters of the situation. (Hear! hear!)* Decide whichever 
way you like, but consider in what vfay it should be done. Therefore, 
£ir, I am giving the House this assurance of the Goveriynent. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: You are giving the assurance to 
your party. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am very sorry that Dr. Sfanyal Is again obstruct- 
ing the proceedings in spite of the fact that I appealed for a certain 
amount of courtesy being extended to the Leader of the House, but 
I am sorry l)r. Sanyal is ag#in interrupting him. (Cries of “Shame! 
shame!”) ; - * 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, so far as the Bengal 
Tenancy Act is concerned, the position is this: There are^onlj one oy 
two things w^iich have got to be considered from the point of view of the 
matters which will be placed before you. I would ask th$ C oa tt& D 

Party to consider those matters also. But after having heard all feat. 

• * . 1 * \ 
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can be said for and agninst, if you decide that section 158 or any other 
section ought not to be in the Bengal Tenancy Act, you have to let us 
know the position and tiie section will pe amended accordingly. 

Mr. SYED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: Is the ‘Hobble the 

Chief Minister addressing a meetingof the Coalition Group or * the 
Assembly? ' 1 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am addrersing ypu, Sir. 
There is a section of the House which will never listen and J, will not 
address that section of the House. I am addressing the Speaker and 
also those who are here to listen. If there are some who do not intend 
or wish io listen but come r here solely for the purpose of mischief, I am 
not going to address them. n» ^ 

Now, Sir, as regards the repeal of the Public Deiilandst Recovery A6t, 
i may inform the House that I have received a copy ofta'Bill drafted by 
a private member. Now I may tell the House at once about the 
procedure that is adopted with regard to repealing Acts. The draft 
prepared by a non-offieial member is ordinarily a draft which is defective 
from the legislative point of view, because the draft is not prepared 
by expert hands. The draft has got to be submitted to >ha Legislative 
Department, and it has to be examined in al 1 its aspects. If the provi- 
sions of the Bill affect any departments, they have got to be considered 
by the department concerned, and all its procedure has got to be gone 
through before the Bill is ready for introduction in this Council. In 
thin* particular case we /will inform the Coalition Group as to the provi- 
sions of that Bill. If they want that the private Bill should go up, 
their., wishes will be acceded to. If you want that Government should 
bring up the Bill, that also will be considered, but here again the 
matter entirely lies with you and you have got to assert yourselves and 
you will get what you want 

Mr. SYED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: May I rise on a point 

•of order, Sir? The Chief Minister is not addressing members of 
if he House but be is addressing some particular members. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would ask the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to 
Address the Chair. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I am addressing the 
"Speaker. I was not addressing a particular party, although my face 
was turned to that side. Now, Sir, as I have already submitted, the 
question of amendment of the Public Demands Recovery Act should 
aj^so be considered by you and discussed in party and, if necessary, you 
can <give us whatever directions you wish to give. I wish, Sir, only to 

Li xi. . _x xx._x xi. _r j: : j j__i . t ±: 
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La 8 been devoted to a narration of incidents of # oppression committed 
in the execution* ok the Certificate Procedure Act; this was hardly 
necessary. They are so well known that there can be no dissentient 
voice th$t $he certificate procedure tells very harshly on debtors. There- 
fore, to conclude Jhe debate I wpuld ask the House to consider that so 
far as the amendments the*Bengal Tenancy Act is concerned, it is in 
the haods of the membels of*tlfis House to decide in whichever direction 
they wanj th^^mendment to He marl?, and it would not be possible for 
'any Ministers* to resist their united demand. # 

Sir, as regards the repeal of the Public Demands Recovery Act, n liich 
is a more comprehensive d^nand, it will have to be considered in all its 
bearings by the*Cabinet. If that request is made to us by the Coalitipn 
Party or any p^rty, the question will {^considered by the Cabinet. I 
hope that if nyr friends cfh the left make that request we will consider 
that also. (A 'wick: }Ve have also submitted a request.) 

* •• 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would request the Hon'ble frhe Chief Minister to 
address me and no^ the members.* # 

The Hofi’Ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have nothing more to 
say. I think* the question* has been sufficiently debated and my esteem- 
ed friend Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, who knows very well the parliamentary 
procedure, will* now consider whether it will serve any useful purpose.to 
go on with the debate any further or whether he will accept my appeal 
to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : May I rise on*a point of informa- 
tion, Sir? I take it that when the Ifon’ble Chief Minister was referring 
to the Coalition Group he meant the group which are supporting the 
ministry. 

Mr.'JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: May I speak a few words, Sir? 
I only want to have two minutes, as reference has been made to our 
side. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Gupta, I am very sorry . I saic^ t? at I would 
bring the debate to a close. I hope you will not mind it. There, have 
been references made to this *side t and ihat side and if you refer to them, 
there will be so many references and cross-ref erehces that it will go 
beyond limit. I would therefore appeal to you to desist. Rut if you 
want to make a personal explanation on behalf of your party,. tiien you 
oan do so. «But I cannot allow you to make any speech &t this stagS. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Very well, Sir. This sicle of 
the House ha£ heard with deep regret the reference made by 4he Leader 
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of the House that some°of us ale bent oif mischief in this House and have 
not come here to listen V, to what the .Leader of the Hbuse says. I 
strongly repudiate the insinuation conveyed by that remark and this 
side of the House assures the Speaker thht they are to listen -to every- 
body and always attentively to the Leader of the House and to give 
their decision ©n the merits of t]?e case. 

♦ ' t 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Why does .Mr- Gu^ta iake 
that remark upon himself? ' ' * 

fv 

Mr. JOCESH CH ANDHRA GUPTA: I fake the* remark not upon 
iqys.df, but upon the whole party. 

f ♦ 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. in vfew of # the clear assurance 
given by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, who is also _ thd Leader of the 
Proja Party, I beg leave to withdraw my motion. * 

c 11 * 

Mr. SPEAKER: ave has been asked by Maulvi Tamizuddin 

Khan to withdraw bis motion. Has anybody any objection? 

(There were cries of “We object! we (Object!” frorft t*ne Congress 
benches.) 

i/ 

r 

« Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: On a point of order, Sir I have 

asked for leave to withdraw my motion, and there has been opposition. 
My submission is that the question to be put now whether leave should 
be given h> me io uilhdraw m\ motion or not. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I am not very clear in my mihd as to the procedure 
in this case. The rule says that a member wljo has moved a motion 
shall not withdraw the same, except by leave of the House, and that 
no discussion shall be permitted on a request for leave to withdraw, 
except with the permission of the Speaker. 

Now, in view of the fact that Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan has asked 
leave of, the House to w*ithdimv bis motion and also in view of the fact 
that some members are against such leave being granted, I have 
no other alternative but to ascertain the opinion of the whole House by 
asking those gentleman who oppose the withdrawal to kindly rise in 
their seats, so that a count may bv ma.de. 

(Those in favour of withdrawal being 127 and those agaiust 57, leave 
was given to Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan to withdraw bis motion.) 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: Leave is therefore granted by the House to Maulvi 
Tami^uddie Khan to withdraw his motion. 

* Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Division, Sir. 
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request you 4o consider whether a 


Dr. HAIINAKSHA SANYAL; We want a division. 

The motion tliift. leave be .granted to Maufvf Tamizuddin Khan to 
withdraw his motion bejng then* put, »a division, was taken with the 
following result : — 


AYES. 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

AMul Bari, Mauivi. 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. • 

Abdul Hakeem, Mr. 

Abdui Hakim VikrampurLJMr. Md. 1 
Abflul Hamid} Mr. A. M.* a # 

J}bdul Jabbar, Maufvi. * t 
Abdul Jabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. 

Abdul Kadar, Mr » # » 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Latif Biawat, Maulvi. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdulla-al Mahmoud, Mr. # 

Abdur Raichid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Ratheed, Maulvi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan^alftb Maulvi 8. 

Abdur Rauf, Mr. Shah. 

Abdus 8fphted,*Maulti Md. 

Abidur Roza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur. 

Abut Hathim, Maulvi. 

Abul Hotain, Mr. Ahmad. 

Abul Cuatem, Maulvi. 

Acharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Sathi Kanta of 
Muktafacha, Mymenaingh. 

Aftab Hotain Joardar, Maulvi. 

Ahmad Ali, Khan Sahib Maulana Enayatpuri. 
Ahmad Ali Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmad Hotain, Mr. 

Alfazuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 

Aminullah, Maulvi. 

Amir Ali, Md. Mia. 

Athrafali, Mr. M. 

Aulad Hottain Khan, Maulvi. 

Azhar Ali, dVaulvi. 

Sannarman, Mr. H. C. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Babu Pramhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puapajit. 

Barman, Babu Upendra^lath. 

Baau, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Bitwat, Babu Lakthmi Narayan. 

Brathar, Mr. F. C. 

Campball, 8>r flaorga, Kt. 


Clark, Mr. I. A. 
Boo par, Mr. C. Q. 


Oat, Mr. Anukui Chandra. 

Oat, Mr. Kirit Bhutan. 

Oat, Mr. Monmohaa. 

Cdbar, Mr. Upandranath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Far hot Ban* Khanam," Baguai. 

Fallal Hag, tha Hon*ble Mr. A. K v 
Faslal Qaadir, Khan labadaF Marivi. 


Fazlur Rahman, Mr. 

Farguton, Mr.R. H. 

GammeterRMr. E. 0. 

Giatuddin Ahmad Choudhury, Mr. 

Golhia 8arwar Hotaini, Mr. 8hah 8yad. 

Gomel, Mr. 8. A. 

Griffith*, Mr. C. 

Gurung, Mr. Dumber 8ingh. 

Habibullah, tha Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur K., al 
Dacca. 

Haflzuddin Chowdlwyy, Maulvi. 

Hamiuddin Ahmad, Khan 8ahib. 

Hamilton, Mr. A. 

Hatanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Hashem Ali Khan, ghan Bahadur. 

Hatina Murthed, Mrt. 

Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogert. 

Handry, Mr. David. 

1 dm Ahmad Mia, Mr. 

Itpahani, Mr. M. A. H. 

Janmuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Sahib. 

Kaztm Ali Mirfa, Sahibzada Kawan Jah Syad. 
MacLauchan, Mr. C. 8. * 

Maflzuddin Ahmad, Dr. 

Maflzuddin Choudhui^, Maulvi. 

• Maguire, Mr. L.T. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. g 
Mandal, Mr. Banku Bahari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Krithna Pratad. 

Milat, Mr. C. W. 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Milne-Robertson, Mr. C^E. L. 

Morgan, Mr. G. • 

Mozammtl Huq, Maulvi Md. ^ 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Sahi^ Maulvi Syad. 
Mohammad Ail, Khan Bahadur. 

Muhammad lihaqeu, Maulvi. 

•Muhammad itrail, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Siddiqua.Dr. Syad. 

Muhammad Solaiman, Mr. 

Mullick, tha Hon'blt Mr. bftikunda Bahary. 

Mullick, Mr. Pulin Bahary. 

Mutharruff Hottain, tha Hon’bla Mwab, Kbit 
Bahadur. 

Muttagliwal Haqaa, Mr. Syad. 

Nandy, the Haa’bit Maharaja Brit Chandra,* •• 
Katimbazar. * * • • 

Nataranah, Nawabzada K. 

Naathar Ali. tha Hon'blt Maulvi I pod. 
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Nuzimuddin, tha Han 'Mo Kburaja fir. 

Blmmt, Mr. T. B. 

Pnttan, Mr. W. C. V ,* 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Baikal, tha Han’bla Mr. Praianna Dab. * 

Rajlbuddin Tarafdar, Maitfvi. 

Ray Ghaudhury, Mr. Birandra Kiihorf. 

Bazaar Rahman Khan, Mr. * 

Kay, Babu Patiram. « 

Bay, tha Hon’bla Sir Bijoy Praaad Singh. 

Bay, Kumar Shlb ShakharaVwar. 

Bay, Mr. Dhananjay. 

Kay, Rai Bahadur Kihirad Chandra. 

Sadarnddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

« 
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* (arkar, Babu Madhusudaa. 

Sarkar, tha Han’bla Mr. Naliaj Raajaa. 

Jlavaan, Mr. R. 11. a 
Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

Shamsuddin Ahmad Khandkar, Mr. 

. Singha, Babu Kihatra Nath. • , 

Stavan, Mr.' J. W. R. • 

'Suhrawardy, tha HonUla Mr. H. 8. 

-Tamlzuddin Khan, Mauivi. 

Ta»al (Ahmed- Choudhury, Mauivi Haji. f 
Wpliur Rahm#;., Mauivi. . 

Wait, Mrs. Eilan. % , 

Wordtworth, Mr. W. 0, 

Vusuf Ali Ckoudh’ury, Mr. < 

zahur Ahmad Chaydhury, Mr. 


NOES. 


Abdul Hakim, Mauivi. 

Abdul Majid, Mauivi. 

Abdul Wahad, Mauivi. 

Abu Hoaiain Sarkar, Mauivi. 

Abut Pazal, Mr. Md. 

AVtab Ali, Mr. 

Ahmad Khan,' Mr. Syad. 

Atimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Banarji, Mr. P. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Banarjaa, Mr. Sibnath. 

Banarji, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Bannarjaa, Mr. Manoranjan. 

Barman, Babu Shyama Proiad. * 
Bhawmlk, Dr. flobinda Chandra. 
BiAvai, Mr. Raiik Lai. 

Btiwai, Mr. Surandra Nath. 
Shakrabarty, Babu Narandra Narayan. 
Ohattopadhyay, Babu Haripada. * 
Dai, BLou Mahim Chandra. 

Dai, Babu Radhanath. 

Dai Qupta, Babu Khagandra Lath. 

Dai Qupta, Mr. Narandra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

Dblui, Mr. Narandra. ^ 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Dutta Qupta, Min Mira. 

Emdadul Haqua, Kaii. 

Qbata, Mr. Atul Kriihna. 

Qiaiuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Quawami, Mr. Tulii Chandra. 

Qupta, Mr. Jogaih Chandra, » 

Qupta, Mr. J. N. 


Staian Ali.Chowdhufj, Mr: Syad. 
Jalaluddin. Haihamy, Mr. Sj*d. * 

Jonab All Maj/imdar, Mr uitfi. 

Kumar, Mr, Atul Chandra. . % • 

Kundu, Mf. Niihitha Nath. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Bahari. « 

Maitra, Mr. Surandra Mohan. 

' Maji, Adwaita Kumpr. 

Majumdar, Mri. Hemaprova. 

Maaumdar, Mr. Birandra Nath. 

Mai, Mr.'liwar Chandra. . * 1 

Maniruzzaman Itlamabadi, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hoiain, Mr. 

Maiud All Khan Panni, Mauivi. 

Mohiin Ali, Mr. Md. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Mauivi. 

Mukherjaa, Mr. B. 

Mullick, Srijut Ashutoih. 

Naikar, Mr. Hem Chandra. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. 

Ramizuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkriihna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiihori Pali. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Sanyal, Dr. NaLnakiha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Saianka Sakhar. 

Shahadali, Mr. 

8hamiuddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhutan. 

Sur, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Youiuf Mina. 


The Ayes -being 134 and the Noes 65, the motion was carried. 


* V 

Mr. 8PEAKER,; Permission is, fherefore, given to Mauivi Tamii- 
uddin Khan to withdraw his motion, and the motion is withdrawn with 
the leave of the House. 

‘ t 1 C 

r 

.* A Member: Sir, can the question of leave be decided by the 
majority P * I think leave can only be given by an unanimous vote of 
'tho House, 
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Mr. SPEAKER: There mustfoe some lommoi sense behind the law. 
Human natui% is f such that t^ei;e caifnot be uqpifimity in all matters. 
So all rules must be interpreted with a bit of common sense. 

I think }ke time allotted to the Coalition Gjoup is over. I will now 
grant one and half an hours te tlfe Scheduled Cartes. 


Babu % PRE^HARJ BABMA: I beg to raise the question of desir- 
ability of usyig the term “scheduled castes” in all departments of the 
Government and not to incjude it with the general terms of depressed 
and backward classes. 

• 

At the time.jrf making the list of scheduled castes, the Government 
galled upon'albjtlie^ackwttrd and depressed classes and communities of 
Bengal to inform* the Government «of their desirability to be included or 
not to be included in the* fist of the scheduled castes. Some of the 
backward and depressed classes wanted to be included in the list of the 
scheduled castes anil some did not Van t to be ingfuded, while others got 
their names excluded from the provisionally made list of scheduled 
castes. Sir* Hie list was iftade with a view to giving special facilities 
, for educa>ion«and appointments in Government services, for encouraging 
the backward and depressed communities included in the list to improve 
their wretched* condition. But I regret to sa> that the motive with 
which the list was made, namely, the motive for giving special facilities 
to backward and depressed classes included in lie list, has practically 
been negatived for we find that in the matter of scholarships and appoint- 
ments scheduled castes are classed with minority communities and 
backward classes. ll this is done in* the practical field, then what was 
the use of making a list of scheduled castes? If those^ backward and 
depressed classes who did not want to be included in the list of scheduled 
wastes get the same privileges and special facilities with the scheduled 
eastes, then what was the necessity of making the list of the scheduled 
oastes. We the scheduled castes vehemently protest against this 
policy of the Government to place the scheduled cashes, minority com- 
munities and backward classes in the same category. urge upon 

the Government not to do this and to specifically state the special pri- 
vileges to which the scheduled castes will be benefited. This can .easily 
be done if the scheduled castes ay? not classified with the minority* com- 
munities and other backward classes of Bengal. 

Of course, we do not say that special facilities should not^Jbe given 
to the minority communities and other backward classes. % All that we 
urge is that if the Government want to provide special facilities for these 
classes, let the Government do it separately and not to mix ’them up 
with the scheduled castes. 
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Babu K8HETRA flATH *8INCH#v: In supporting the motion of 
my friend Babu Premhac^Bawna 1 beg ,to*remind the Government of the 
pitiable condition of the scheduled castes of this province 

* • 

• ♦ • ' 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Tka\ has nothing to do with the change of nftme 
which the motion under discussion deals with. • 

* t * 

. • 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: In suppprtipg* Ihe mdtion, I. 
would like to draw the attention of the House to the history of Ae origin 
of tine name “scheduled castes” and how it stands in ^relation to the term 
“depressed and other backward classes.^’ The name “depressed 
cesses” includes a certain number of communities, probably 90 or 97. 
After that the depressed classfek were converted into backward classes 
before the report of the Franchise Committee was published and after 
the Franchise Committee’s report, a* a result Mf petitions ^md repre- 
sentations, the name “depressed classes” was* transformed fnto scheduled 
castes, ^ow, Sir, after the transformation the name is still retained in 
the Government paperft^is such. Th^ difficulties of ^he scheduled castes 
people have been very great in demarcating their own position along 
with other backward or other minority conttn unities, as*th 4 e scheduled 
castes people are classed with the other minority com m unities. ^ 

I do not know, Sir,*how scheduled castes people can be classed with 
otiher minority communities, such as Anglo-Indian, Christian, etc. 
I have no grievance against the other minority communities, but it 
passes my comprehension how they can be classed with the scheduled 
caste*. If they want to come within the fold of the scheduled castes, 
let them do so openly and share equally the advantages and disadvant- 
ages, conditions and privileges, with them. Our grievance is — let the 
list of these scheduled castes he clearly and definitely defined and 
published according to the Government statistics and not mixed up with 
other communities. Things are often done in the name of scheduled 
castes at our cost. 1 have personal knowledge of some backward com- 
munities declaring themselves by some hook or crook as scheduled castes 
in order to get s^une special^ privilege from the Government. These 
downtrodden scheduled castes people, in spite of their helpless condi- 
tion and disadvantages, prefer retaining this name; but it is very 
xmfair that people of oilier minority communities and even sometimes 
caste .llindus, in the name of scheduled castes, should get privilege by 
the back door. We* strongly object to this sort of things'. 

I appeal, Sir* to our Chief Minister who is looking into these things 
and in whom we have full confidence, to do justice to the scheduled 
castes people? They have all along been loyal to him, and*they expect 
thM the Hon’ble Chief Minister will remove their grievances and exclude 
them *froin *the general terms of depressed and backward classes. I 
pray to our; Chief Minister who is doing all these 'things fdr us, and we 
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rely on him to look to the conditron of the^chedufed caste people. Sir, 

I request the othe* minority communities not tqfcome to the fold of the 
scheduled caste community, and I ask, Sir, that this distinction may be 
clearly demarcated. The result of considering other minority commu- 
nities along with tlie scheduled ca^te has been (jfi^pstrous to my commit * 
nity. I will cite one example flere, Sir. # In Rangpur for Uie nomination 
of Exci§e Sub-Ijispecto^hip tfieh 1 was only one Indiap Christian candi- 
date aikj that najue was sent up in spife of six or seven scheduled caste 
candidate*. The fesuft has'been disastrous because in Rangpur there 
is not a single bomk fide native of Indian Christian community and 
5,50,000 people of tlie Scheduled caste community have been deprived 
of their just Matin for the sake of one Indiafi Christian. I\ is a very 
pitiable condition^ and if the Govermneiwt # is willing to hel}> this down* 
tredden sectioi^of 4he people tfiey must do it clearly and honestly. 
Sir, we are folhnt jpig the # (iovermnent in spite of the abuses of the people, 
the newspaf)ei*f and the '(;^st< 1 Hindus and it is our just eJlaim that 
we should not he treated like interior creatines. What is our position ? 
Our position is nothing in companion with others. We have Tm status 
in education, in society and in other social # encouragements. Sir, 
we are f ollo^iiy^ flip Government with our miserable conditions and our 
helpless position and I hojie. Sir, t hat h\ tlie help and grace of the 
’Government we shall he able to stand in the same status with the 
other sections of the people and we shall be ahle'to count ourselves not 
as downtrodden millions, not as cats and dogs but as human beirfg 
equal in position and equal in status. We are following Government 
like so many lambs. (Laughter.) My brothers might laugh, but we * 
know, we bitterly feel our position. We are following Government, we 
do not follow this side or that side, but we follow oflly one side ami for 
all this we hope that the darkness of night will he removed and we shall 
again he accounted amongst the civilised people. Withfchese words I 
commend the motion for sympathetic consideration of the Government 
that they will help us in our need and help us as human beings and not 
like inferior creatures. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDItf: Sir, on behalf \>f the 
Government and on behalf of even member of this Government without 
any hesitation whatsoever I^w r ould like to assure the members of the 
scheduled cashes that this Governments ill try their level best to improve 
the condition, status and position ot the scheduled Community as far as 
possible, and they will try to remove the unfortunate position which 
they are now occupying. Every endeavour shall be made to that effect. 
As far as th*e resolution itself is concerned, Sir, Government are pre- 
pared to accept, that the term “Depressed Classes” should be removed 
from Government notifications and papers and it should be replaced by 
“Scheduled Castes.” ''They are also prepared to make it .absolutely 



412 


DEMAND FQ; 


GRANT. * 


[21 st Aug., 


clear and distinguish* the scheduled lastes from the backward classes 
and other minorities' %As far a& this.cpt motion is # con6erned, it does 
not raise any other question at the present time. It only requires a 
change of the t§rm “Depressed Classes”* and “Backward Qla^ses,” and 
*1 have already explained to the House, that the term “Scheduled Cartes” 
will be used in Government cijculqrs an*d notifications. But the Gov- 
ernment have go| to consider the claims* of fhe minority communities 
and backward classes, but they &Ill be 'absolutely distpipt and different 
from the scheduled castes. Sir, in view of*what*I have said, j hope the 
honourable member will withdraw his cut motion * 

* • * 

'Babli PREMHARI BARM A: Sir, in view of the assurance given by 
fhe Hon’ble Home Minister, JUbeg* to withdraw my c^t motion. 

The cut motion moved by Babu Premharj Banna wm then by leave 
of the House withdrawn. 

Mr. SPEAKERS f am afraid it will not be possible for me to give 
any more time to the ^dieduled Cast& Group as I have explained to them. 
I will now call upon the Proja Party to move their motion. 

. * . • • * 

I was given a list of four motions which the Proja Party wanted to 

move, but I understand they are not going to move any. % In view*of the 
fact that the Proja Pafty is not going to move their motions, T will give 
some time to the Nationalist Group to raise the issue on the separation 
of the Judicial and Executive functions later. In the meantime, 
Mr. Sanyal will move No. 8(i, as that is a matter concerning this House, 
and the member has represented that this should be allowed. 

• • 

• 

Dr. NALI^iAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I move that the 
demand be reduced bylls. 100 with a view to draw attention to the 
inadequacy of provision for the Assembly Department. I submit that 
at first I was inclined to move this cut motion more with a view*to draw 
attention to the inconvenience experienced by the members of this 
Assembly in gettyig various things done, in having their questions dealt 
with in* time, in having the resolutions properly drafted or circulated 
and in having their travelling bills admitted and quickly disposed of. 
My inclination at that time was to criticise the Assembly Department 
for their apparent inefficiency, but* 8i^\ after some time when I examined 
the volume of work that has been thrust upon the poor office of the 
Assembly Department, I had to change my attitude. I felt that the 
fault really did not lie with the officers and staff of the Assembly De- 
partment, but it lay somewhere else. It lay with the Finance Depart- 
ment that was so very generous with other departments but were so 
very 'ha/d bn the department which will make this Assembly function 
properly. # Sir, I have a few figures collected with'some am&unt of labour 
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to show how it has become virtually impossible ^or the small number 
of staff to deal with the very urgent «vork that this Assembly has to 
deal with. I had some pains "taken to find oht the various kinds of 
work done in jthe last Legislative Council as compared with the work 
that has already^ devolved *upon the staff of fhe^Assembly in connection* 
with this present Legislative Assembly. There' \Jere in the old Council 
140 mejnbers out of which 1JG .were officials, from wliom hardly any 
question or resolution fcVer came, whereas now we have 250 members; 
that is^o^ say, Vejiave nearly double the number of members that are 
here taking interest in the affairs of the country. There* had been in 
past times on an average about 200 to 225 questions to be dealt with in 
the longest session, but this year in this particular session nearly 600 
questions have already been received by the Assembly Department office 
and the last dateh? not yet t over. • There Vad been again many questions 
that are of a vQy intricate nature and the experience of the old Legis- 
lative Council js that fbpnerly they had not very many complicated 
questions to deal with. Oil the top of that there have been several 
short notice questions received as well. There had been formerly not 
more than 90 resolutions to deal w f ith in a sessiyn. This year already 
they have had to deal with 246 resolutions. The position is this so far as 
the work goes? With regard to the number of sittings, formerly we 
•had ojily 80 to 32 sittings* in, a year. In the year 1936, 1 calculated, 
there were only 32 sittings, whereas approximately this time we feel 
that -we are likely to meet at least a hundred days, if not more. There 
is then the question of adjournment motions. Adjournment motions 
really did not come formerly, but now such motions have become almost 
a daily affair; on some days more than on adjournment motion is taoled, 
and because of the rules we cannot take up more than one. There had 
been many complicated questions of ptocedure which had to be dealt with 
by the superior officers of the Assembly Department, flatly, because 
there are more alert members here; and secondly because there have 
been under the Government of India Act certain changes introduced 
following which some new procedure has to be adopted. Then, we have 
got the Upper House — the Council — the presence of which has had some 
influence on the procedure also. Moreover, thfe Assembly Department 
has now been tsfcked on to the Home Department under the p^sent rules, 
the result of which has been that the Assembly Department has had 
to be a sort of post-office of Jhe Home Department and some amount of 
work has increased on that accouAt also. Then again, non-official 'Bills 
have multiplied. Formerly We had non-official Bills to the extent of 
about 20 per annum; now 80 Bills have already been received in the 
Assembly Department. There have been also numerous travelling 
allowance Bills and during the last few days 405 such bills have been 
received. Formerly, in 1936-37, in the whole year they had only 252 
bills to deal with. To deal with this increased volume ol wort the 
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staff has been strengthened slightly, j /Formerly/ there were two officers 
— viz., the Secretary* and tfie Assistant Secretary. From the budget 
presented to us I find tWt so*far as the Secretary .find Assistant Secretary 
are concerned, there has' been no change whatever. So far as the 
Council reporters, clerks and assistants are concerned there “has been 
some increase; they hrd 11 clerks formerly and we leave got now provi- 
sion for IT; and so far as the servants, i.e., menials, are concerned we 
have 21 provided for instead of }4 formerly. * There has thu^ been a 
slight increase, but 1 submit, Sir, that this is a very ,m*eagi»e apprecia- 
tion of the [luge amount of work that ha's devolved upon the depart- 
ment, and it is up to the Government to help tlie members in getting 
the work of the Assembly properly done by making ample provision for 
the Assembly in all its departments. 1 have pot also* some amount of 
grievance against the provision for the Library fo£ the purchase of 
books. There has been practically no Libi’ar^ Jh-pmdjnent whatever. 
Although there is a so-called Library theie is jy> separate stall' provided 
for the Library. A clerk in the office look* .litter the isVue # of books as 
and when some meyibers come and ask tor books, and there is no-body 
who can really help members as to, where a certain book or a certain 
information can be obtained We have for the Library only a sum of 
Rs. 1,200 provided ft>r ihe purchase of books. On enquiry, «f understand 
that out of this sum of 11s. 1,200 more than Its. 1,000 go by way of mere 
book-transfers for the purchase <d various Government hooks and records 
that are being received from the Government of India ai|d other Govern- 
ment Departments, leaving hardl.x Rs 2(H) for the purchase of new books 
and that sum of Rs. 200 is also earmarked lor certain departments, the 
Legislative Council Department in particular, which lias got a special 
daily on the books of the Librarx. The result is that we, the members 
of this Assembly, fiave no opportunity whatever of helping the depart- 
ment to obtaij new books— I believe the Speaker is also helpless there. 

Sir, in view of what 5 1 have submitted, 1 feel that the staff and the 
provision made for the department are very meagre. A manual should 
be prepared giving in one book not only the Government of India Act 
but also the various rules and standing orders and other necessary in- 
formation that we, the “members of the Assembly, have to refer to off 
an<J on. IJpr want of provision this important work has*not as yet been 
taken up. * 

Sir, 1 submit that my motion in no w$y comes under the category 
of a no-confidence ipotion. The Hodhle the Chief Minister appealed to 
us a few days ago that we on this side of the House should come for- 
ward to help the Government with constructive suggestions, and we now 
try to he*lp him by this suggestion, and there can be no better way of 
helping in the administration of this House than by providing more 
ffionoy fur ihe department and for the staff, particularly when we know 

that the staff have sometimes to work up to 10 o’, clock at night without 
* * f 
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provision of any kind 4or food; rad sometimes they have to go without 
any food the whole day. Only'the o^thef day ■sfljen the Upper House 
was sitting th*e Hen’bie Ministers complained the door ot the House 
that some of them had to wait from 10 a.m. »t*o 11 p.m. at night; but 
the poor.elerlfs of the department had on that day toi work from 7-30 
in tiie morning without any food fill 10 o*ciock at night. There 
is no provision in the budget "to enable.the Secretary to give them any 
special«allowance for ^yertiitie* work, except from his own pocket or 
from,C 4 ^itwigeuqjes which the Speaker may specially sanction. 1 submit, 
Sir, thaUyou would pleased to make a statement as to^ whether you 
have experienced ai^v difficulty in this connection, so that the Hpuse 
may be in possession of the facts as to f how you are administering the 
Assembly Department under such circumstances. I submit, Sir, that 
although ordinarily it i* not proper for ivsAo expect any statement from 
y<*u, Sir, but a mutter so vital that unless you help us, the demo- 
cratic const itutatr* that we have got will be rendered impossible by the 
executive ifigg*irdliness s*q far as flic provisions necessary for tlio pro- 
per functioning of this legislature is concerned. "\Vith these observa- 
tions, Sir, I move that the grant bp reduced by R,s. 100. 

» 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I have been requested by' Dr. Sanyal to make 
a statement, I would ask ^ie Ilon’ble Kbwaja Sir Nazimuddin whether 
he lurt any objection to my nlaking a statement in order to explain the 
whole position.. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sjr, 1 have no objection. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think Dr. Sanyal is perfectly right in saying 
that the fact of my making a statement on this matter is altogether 
beside any convention and I do not think that it should r pe followed in 
any manner. But in view of The fact that this is the first year of this 
Assembly and the Government as well as the members are anxious 
that the* House should function properly, I think I should make a state- 
ment on the present position. 

So far as the Library is concerned, I am not pulsing any, opinion 
whatever as to* what attitude the Government will take will not 
take. I am here to explain that with the meagre Librar/ grant it has 
not been possible to purchase any more books than the periodicals and 
other publications of the different .provinces. As a matter of fact,' this 
is the present position. We have got no wholetime Librarian, and at 
present one clerk has to work in the office as well as in the library with 
the result and consequent disadvantage that, as the books artf*kept in 
different rooftis— some on the top floor and some on the ground floor— 
if the clerk has to fetch a book from a room on the top floor^ he has To 
be absent from the library for about twenty minutes and during* that 
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time it is difficult for members to get (ijiy books. 'The second difficulty is 
that there has been no purcBase, of any recent publications on current 
political or economic fctkrature either concerning Iifdia or generally. 
Whether the preparation of a manual should be undertaken or not, is 
for*the Government and the House to r decide. . I have already addressed 
Government as regards 'the necessity of preparing a mfcnual. 

As regards the superior staff, Dr. Sanyal has explained the position 
which, I think, is correct. I must tell the House at tMs stape that we 
have not yet been able to come to a decision as4o the position of this 
department With reference to the Home Department. Whether this 
department should not be an entirely autonomous department more on 
the lines of the Public Service Commission, or whether this department 
rhuuld operate under the Home Department it* a matter to be decided. 

' It was only yesterday that a copy of p, circujar, which, was sent out by 
the Home Department for circulation among its sub/frdibate officer*, 
was sent out to us just as if this department whs a branch pf the Home 
Department — it was probably owing to an Oversight on t*he part of that 
department, blit, technically that is the legal position that this Assembly 
Department operates'^ an appendage for the tim$ being of the Home 
Department. Whether that is a desirable state of things or not, is 
for the Government to decide, but I will hot say anything further on 
the matter until the matter is finally decided. , 

As regards dislocation of business the exact position as regards ques- 
tions is that, owing to the paucity of staff, out of GOO questions received 
we have not been able to deal with more than 300. I will give an in- 
stance. We got notice of 087 motions. You can easily 'understand that 
owiug to file complexify of fhe provisions of the Government of Tndia 
Act the motions cannot be automatically admitted; and as I have found 
many have been admitted owing to the fact that on the last day we 
found that u| less we hurriedly printed them ve would not bo able to 
send them out to members. Jn this connection, I must thank the Press 
for the promptness with which they have done the work. The papers 
were sent out to them at 3 o’clock and we received the printed copies 
by 7 o’clock. The point however is that we had to admit many motions 
without looking at them. In. one instance, to which attention was drawn 
later, Mr. Hashemy put a question regarding the sarary and emolu- 
ments of the Governor, but the whole thing was ultra vires to the rules 
of this House, but it was put in the agenda as it was not humanly pos- 
sible for us to tackle this matter* with, the staff that we have got. I am 
not stating a bit in exaggeration that I have myself honestly tried to 
put in many lfing hours of work to dispose of hundreds of files, and 
yet we*have come to a point when I find that if my staff have to cope 
with the work properly, they would break down very soon. 

’ 1 So fpr as tftie question of Bills is concerned, Dr. Sanyal has rightly 
pointed out that at present members send in their Bills in any manner 
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they like. I hope some members wjll not take oftence* when I say that 
they do not understand Jthe real*posmoh and th^ think that just as in 
the Albert Hall or College Square speeches are ‘handed in, they can 
hand in their IJills without looking f into the form or shape in which the 
Bills are*to'be framed. In my department the technical part of the* 
work has to be done and this involves a good deal of work. I had from 
time tchtime to get assistance from the Revenue jp^partment^ the Home 
Department and the finance Department. In respect of the agenda 
before us the papery had tube whanged and put in orde^ by the Finance 
Department, and I am tfSd that as many as 15 clerks were engaged sim- 
ply in aS*anging tt^fce papers for about five to six hours. From this 
you can easily understand the mass of work wg have got through, some- 
how or other we have gat through it for the present and unless assist* 
anceds forthcoming there might Ije difficulty. 

Then comes 4he seating* arrangements iy the gallery. We have at 
present no staff t^*£ee to Jim work. Then, during divisions we Jiave 
got so many dooys, of which the Chamber is unfortunately composed, 
that there are not menials enough td stand at these doors. There aro 
also not menials eifough to take messages, flies* difficulties are there. 
The Home Department is trying to meet us on these’points as far as 
possible. Wfc Still require irti increase in our staff and in fairness to 
them, I must flay that they Have been good enough to give us the ser- 
vices ot officers whenever they \ave thought it necessary. The difficulty 
is that it is the Home Department that has to decide whether it is 
necessary, and not ourselves. We can understand the difficulty of the 
situation when we have to do the work, but anothej department has to 
sav whether assistance is necessary or not. Still within the limitation 
we have been working and trying our best to Cope with the work. I 
must say in this connection that the Hon’ble the Home Member and 
Mr. Blair have been quite sympathetic to meet # our grievances. As a 
matter of fact, when we badly needed help, we bad to get hold of an 
officer who was on leave — I mean Rai Bahadur N. N. Sen Gupta — almost 
by telegfam without making any formal request, and they promptly 
arranged it. These matters are still pending. I would ask the honour- 
able member, after a statement has been made by the Hon’ble Sir 
Nazimuddin, to withdraw his inotion^at this s^ige, because the matter is 
still under discussion between ourselves and tffe Home Department.. I 
am quite cognizant of all the requirements, and it has been vety help- 
ful to me to know what the members’ view's are, and I hope that this 
statement of mine will be sufficient to explain the whole situation. Our 
difficulties have been added to by the fact that the Upfler House ajso 
sat during the same, time as w*e, and our staff also had to do some work 
for them. These arrangements we are accepting for the tim& being as 
inevitable, hut if the same state of things continues, it will be* very 
difficult to carry on in this way longer. I would now recfliest ,*the 

Hon’ble Sir Nsysimuddin to make hi9 statement on this matter 

• • 

8 



418 


[21st Aug., 


r 


DEMAND F(JR GRANT. 


The Hon'ble.KhtffrJa 8ir NAZJMUDDIN: Sir, I think this is an 
excellent illustration of the, difffeufties '’which Government have to cope 
with when they ar, aeke«l to reduce expenditure. To-day it is not 
a question for reduction of expenditure as usual, but for an increase of 
expenditure. Whenever Government makes an attempt fo reduce 
expenditure, it is faced with difficulties as have been pointed out to-day. 
The old Government went into this question with the President of the 
old Bengal Legislative Council. , It. was difficult ‘to estimate what would 
be the requirements of the new Legislative Assembly *and what would 
be the requirements as regards the staff to* "deal with this Additional 
work. They went very thoroughly into this question with ^he Presi- 
dent of the old Bengal Legislative Council and came to a decision after 
-discussion and agreement with the President _as to what would be the 
Additional staff required for the new legislative Assembly so that when 
this new constitution was inaugurated we " provided the staff 
that was agreed upon, with however this, .^ssurknce to the 
Speaker that if it was found that it was ndl possible to cope with 
the ffork with the existing staff, Government would lend their own offi- 
cers and clerical staff to assist them to get over the work of the first 
session, and after having experience of the actual requirements they 
would go into the question again more thoroughly at the end of the 
session tfnd provide the necessary staff. There is no doubt that the 
volume of work has increased tremendoilkly. Dr. Sanyal has gtven us 
an impressive list of questions, resolutions, adjournment motions, and 
Bills, and no doubt it is within our knowledge that the staff has had to 
work very hard. There is another very serious difficulty in this con- 
nection. The Legislative Assembly Department staff has had to work 
really very long hours and very hard during +he present session of the 
Assembly, but during the recess, i.e., when the Assembly is not sitting, 
there will be a great diminution of work, and, therefore, it is very diffi- 
cult to estimate correctly what should he the proper staff, because the 
danger is that if you provide a staff on the basis of work done when the 
Assembly is in session, then during the time when the Assembly is not 
sitting it would be found that a certain proportion of the staff will have 
very little work to do. This is a difficulty which Government had to 
face, and, therefore, they thought /hat it would be better to decide 
finally as to what should Ae the staff* of the Assembly after experience 
had beep gained during the first session, and, as the Hoifhle the Speaker 
has already informed the House, Government are prepared to go 
thoroughly into tflie question again and provide the necessary staff which 
would enable the Assembly Department to cope with the work. 


As » regards the Library, here, again, 1 might point out a difficulty 
and it is (hat, owing to the fact that the Upper House is also sitting 
ip this building, it is at the present time not possible to find accommo- 
da-ti^n for all the almirahs, and, therefore, we could not give more 
space than the room that is at present given to the Library, because of 
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th$ demand for meeting the accommodation ^ required for the Council 
having to sit in this biding. 1 think 1 the.quesfion of Library will also 
be settled when the new Council Chamber *is buflt, (Db. Naunaksha 
Santal: Whgt about new books?) Dr. Sanyal need not be impatient 
for I am* coming to thaV As far as the buying of books is concerned? 
in view of .the added ^interest, •that, is being taken by honourable mem- 
bers, Government will be prepared to consider th^ question o£an increas- 
ed grant for the purchase of books* A* far as I know, Sir, this question 
was never raised before — h mejwqthe question of an increased grant. It 
is only tfie Hoirble thp*Speaker who* raised this question of an addi- 
tional gr*ant, antr(JpVe»nment are prepared to consider the question of 
increasing the^grant for the purchase of boqjcs. But, here, again the 
question to be considers! is jvhat should be the amount of this grantj 
We generally fimMhat those wh(* are keen on building up a library are 
very fond t)f — buying as many books as they can and the 
question as* to /the number of book*s that they can buy and 
which they cafi justify as necessary for the Assembly is very difficult to 
decide, and you make a very big grant or a very small grant, ftut in 
view of the tact th«t # there are very good libnarie^ln Calcutta, we ought 
to try and keep the grant within reasonable limits. *1 shall, however, 
discuss this fjwstion with the Ilon’ble the Speaker and try to increase 
the grant Jo a figure which* would be suitable for both the 'Assembly 
and tlTe Council. We have g?H to bear in mind that for the present at 
least requisitions *foV books will come both from the Hon’ble the Presi- 
dent and the Hon’ble the Speaker. And, therefore, the grant will have 
to be sufficient to meet these dual demands. Sir, T do not wish to take 
more time of this House, but I would simply like to repeat that Gov- 
ernment are prepared to»trv and meet the demands for clerical staff so 
that the Assembly Department might work efficiently. In view of this 
assurance, I hope Dr. Sanyal would see his way*to withdraw his motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: In view of the assurance givjm by 
the Hon'ide the Home Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw 
my motion. 

The motion was, by lea^fe of tli^ House, withdrawn. , 

* “9 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid I acted under a misunderstanding 
when I said that there was no other mention, but, as a matter of fact, 
Maulvi Shahedali did rise to move his motion, No. 98, which, as it is 
not a token cut but an economy cut, I shall have to allftw him to move. 
But I must say that I propose to close the debate on “General Admini- 
stration” at 1-15 p.m., for I shall have to keep some-time^hi hand for 
divisions, if any. Therefore, I would like to ask the Oppositipn 
let me know' privately whether they intend to call a division, on* the 
substantive motion relating to the demand for grant under “General 
Administration.” 
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Mr. 8HAHEDALf: ^1 move that the demand of Rs. 1,18,53,000 
lor expenditure under ^the head “drenel*al Administration ’ * be reduced 
by Rs. 2,66,400. * c 

r- %. m 

Yesterday, Sir, there was a token cut on tnis subject of 

Commissioners of Divisions,, and many .speakers spoke *on the undesir- 
ability of retaining the posts of Commissioner's. And to-day, I am 
specifically placing before this House my motion f^r the abolition of 
the posts of Commissioners altogether,, by refusing tlm grant for their 
% establishment. The post of a Commissioner, ftlr, is a link between the 
Collector and the District Magistrate and the # Gov£rn:<nent of* Bengal. 
If any benefit is derived at all by the local Government by this process 
it is that of dilatoriness. You know, Sir, the members of District 
Boards and Local Boards wait wistfully to see the names in* the 
"‘Calcutta Gazette,” but they fail to see owing vo # delay in sending 
them up before the Bengal' Government. For this (unnecessary delay 
therd were cases also against the election <?f‘ the lotfal board or the dis- 
trict ‘board. My submission is that these posts oi Commissioners 
actually do no benefit to up — rather they eat up a heavy amount of our 
taxes, and my submission to this House is that they should think 
seriously whether there should be this establishment of Commissioners 
or not. * 

, ' i t w 

In this connection, Sir, one question might be raised, that revenue 
work will suffer. 1 humbly submit that instead of the Commissioners 
hearing appeals, as now, these appeals can well he heard by the Board 
of Revenue. In thas view of the case, Sir, we can do away with the 
posts of Commissioners. 

r 

The next question that will ensue upon the abolition of' the posts 
of Commissioners is tlif question of unemployment, on account of the 
clerical ami other staff having got to he discharged. But to this I can 
onlyrsay fhat every year hundreds of clerks, etc., are taken in the 
Secretariat, and instead of recruiting outsiders preference should be 
given to these men who may have to be discharged. Further, these 
men may he absorbed in the Secretariat on their own pay, which will, 

in turn, mean considerable saving to Government. , 
w < c 

My submission to this House is whether in any way we can manage 
to do away with the posts of Commissioners, and have the money thus 
saved applied to furthering nation-building work. 

(As many “members rose in their seats to speak on this motion, 

Mr. Speaker observed as follows.) 

& mM 1 

, Mr. 8PEAKER: There is very little time left, and I must now 
askqthe Hon’ble the Home Minister to reply. 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN:, &•, this again is a veuy- 
difficult and complicated question, anS this Government have not had? 
the time to go thoroughly into this questidh, buOT would like to point 
out to this House som^ obvious difficulties and some reasons why Com- 
missioners of Divisions* are' necessary for the present at least. First 
of all, Sir,, there is the questiSh of* revenue appeals that have got to be 
heard T Supposing we were to accept the sugg^e^ion of tly? mover, it 
would mean that # either the litigtfnts* would have .to come to Calcutta 
or that Jhe Member of fhe Bo&rd of Revenue will have, to tour for 
hearing. # appeal§. JTien,’* again, it, would not be possible for any one 
Member of the ’Board *to hear all the appeals. Actually, therefore, 
there would be \ery nttle economy, because ike number of Members of 
the Board of Revenue •would have to be raised. In Madras, wkefe 
there are no Commissioners, instead of one Member of the Board of 
Revenue, tt^r^ are three, and the nurti^m of Collectors there is also 
much more than fteffcr <*Als(f, there are Collectors and Sub-Collectors — 
Collectors being placed in cliarge of some of the larger districts tyid are 
also of a higher grade and rank than our ordinary Collectors here. The 
Sub-Collectors are junior to the Collectors*™ Bengal both as regards 
grade and rank. The system in Jfadras is different from what it 
is in Bengal, and I doubt if there will be very much econpmy if we 
aboli^Ji thfc (Wmissionershii^ and increase the number of Members of 
the Board of Revenue as a consequential measure. 

The question of unemployment, will also arise in this connection. 
With regard to the clerical staff that will have to, be discharged if the 
Commissionerships were abolished, I would like to point out that it 
is a gross exaggeration* to say, as has been 'said by* the honourable 
mover of x his motion, that hundreds of men are taken in in the 
Secretariat every \ear. I may say, Sir, that the number, on the 
contrary, is very limited-. Their number is very limited, and if the 
existing staff of fhe Commissioner’s establishment are to bejtaken 
then it will mean that at least for three or four years the recruitment 
of outsiders will have to be stopped. Therefore, for three or four >ears 
it will mean unemployment, but the most important question fqr con- 
sideration is thSt the Commissioners do a certain amount o^ inspection 
and supervision work. If we do away with the Commissioners it will 
be necessary to have some other officer* for inspection and supervision 
work. 

Then again the policy of Government is to concentrate on rjiral 
development and rural reconstruction. For this work the Commissioner 
is an ideal o*fficer as he co-ordinates the work of various District 
Magistrates,’ and I think the work of the Commissioner will increase 
in importance and utility as we progress in our work for rutal \a*lfare 
and rural reconstruction t and economic development of the rural areas. 
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It will be possible, I fhiijk, to find^very useful, important and respon- 
sible work for the Cdfcnmisaioner in o*ur new .scheme of things. It 
will be a great mistake if tHe House were to decide at the present time 
to do away witfy the post of Commissioners. « 

Last of all there could he no re^ucfien in the cadre of the Indian 
Civil Service as these officers are there and* even if the post of Com- 
missioners be abolished, they wj\\ be drawing their salary according 
to their scale. It will only be the clerical staff that will be abolished. 
Then again' as long as the sanction of the SAuetary of State is not 
obtained, we cannot abolish these prtsts, and it* is *fety doubtful if the 
Secretary of State will at all agree- to the reduction or abolition of the 
post of Commissioners simply because reduction, will cause some saving. 
/ know then' is t lie precedent of Asstijn! *AVe do not know how A* sain 
will get out of the difficulty in which she has landed* herself. T know 
that in 192(>-27 the old Legislative Council refuse/] >Jie sifiaries of the 
inspecting staff of the Education Department and within six months 
of its* doing so, the House by am overwhelming majority passed the 
salaries of the inspet^ing .staff because of the difficulties that were 
created owing to* the action of the House. So I would request the 
House to consider and allow the Government to go into this question 
and find ways and means as to what c«.n he done in this matter. 
Supposing the clerical staff were to be Retrenched, then it mi^lit be 
necessary to give them compensation because they' were recruited on 
the basis of permanent appointments. This also is a question which 
Government will have to go in, and I am sure it may be possible to 
find work for the Commissioners over and above what they are doing 
now. It is a lqisconception to think that the 'Work of a Commissioner 
is purely that of a post office. Their very presence is a great help and 
they do a great deal of work by advising and guiding the District 
Officers. They are of extreme help on occasions when there are troubles 
in th^ districts as by their presence, their advice and long experience 
they can help in meeting those troubles. Therefore, I suggest that 
the hon’ble mover will* withdraw the cut motion. 

Mr. StJAHlEDALl: 4 Scr, I beg* leave to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think it is no use carrying on the discussion 
any further. T ask Mr. Birendra Kisliore Ray Choudhury to move bis 
motion 'forjtbe separation of the Executive and the Judicial. 

. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Knowing fully well that 
we cenntof discuss any action of His Excellency the Governor, may I 
enquire if the members of this House are entitled to discuss his salary P 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am not supposed to giv$ a!y theoretical opinion, 
and I have already sai3 jhat so far as ttat discu^ion is concerned, it is 
wholly ultra vires. If any issue is raised, f will'fcive my decision. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORfc RAY CHO.UDHURY: I beg to raise 
a disci^sioii regarding the separation of Judicial and Executive 
functions. 

• I beg,to invite the % atlentk)u* of the Government .as well as this 
Assembly tp an iiyyortfTnt aspect of our district administration. I 
want, Sir, that {he attention, of this House be focussed on the existing 
principle of combining Executive and Judicial powers in the hands of 
the same functiouarjes." Thw* system may have been suited to th$ 
circumstances of ^ajly Briii^li. rrrie in this province. But it is a pity 
that it remaynW securely entrenched iit ouj districts even in the full 
glare of the fourtfi, of the 20tli century. Sir, by raising, thin 

issue we are not treading upon a subject Which is unfamiliar. For the 
last fifteen years, of course, the country has been engrossed in wider 
political issues antf has consequently given fcold tJioulder to this ques- 
tion of administrative detail. But fqr a long time before the birth of 
the Gandhi movement this question was a live issue in al^ political 
circles # in Lidia. It occupied % much space on the Congress platform 
and took a considerable toll upon the attention of the officers of the 
Government. It was exactly one hundred years ago that some 
Covenanted officers of the East India Company tried to bring home 
to the Government of the day the evil effect of the system of combining 
Executive and Judicial powers in the same hands. A committee was 
appointed in 18G0 by the’ Government of India to iuverftigate into the 
working of the police organization of lower Bengal and recommend better 
methods of maintaining law and order in this province. Sir Frederick 
Ilalliday, later the first Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, was a member 
of this committee. He definitely gave it out as his opinion thiA the 
same functionary must not on any account be both the thief-catcher 
and the thief-trier. Such combination was irrational and unscientific. 
It was a menace to the maintenance of individual liberty and freedom. 
A person who fiad incurred the displeasure* ,pf the Executive officer 
might be out of spite taken into custody at his instance. *If he was 
tried also by the same officer or by an officer subordinate to him, there 
was little chance of his getting any justice and fair play. 

One century has passed by since this outspokeif opinion was 
expressed upon the subject by a member of the bureaqjpracy itself. 
During this long period many times this question was echoeS not only 
from the Congress platforms but also from the treasury benches in 
the Legislative Councils. But nothing has so far come out*otf either 
the demands <*f the people or the promises of the Government. Ip 
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1908 Sir Harvey Ad&mson, the Home Member of the Government of 
India, announced in^o njany‘ w*ordJ on the # ^oor o& the Imperial 
Legislative Councilvthat the Government had accepted the policy of 
bifurcating the two functions and that this policy would, be given effect 
• to as early as possible in the province of Bengal. Nothing, however, was 
actually done in this direction during th^next twelve years. Then early 
in 1921 the Montagu-fhehnsford Reforms were brought into operation 
in the country. In this regime the question had become primarily a 
provincial one.^ This subject came 'In* for ‘discussion* in the Bengal 
Legislative* Council and a resolution was pass£(f in 1921 ^ for giving effect 
to the principle of separating Executive from Judicial' functions in the 
districts. A committee t was also appointed tef devise a scheme for 
^putting into practice this principle of a/lministrative reform. It was 
presided over by Mr. Justice Greaves and consisted of severaDwell- 
known politicians and experienced officers qf the Ciw! ^Service. The 
committee after due enquiry and necessary ^vmiifation of witnesses 
submitted its report to the Government n*i Bengal. , In its report the 
committee pointed out that there* was no ]>ractical difficulty in giving 
effect to the prineifije oh* separation. The committee also framed a 
scheme which the Government was expected to consider and carry out 
without much loss of time. But, Sir, nothing was dond* during the hot 
fifteen years. . ‘ * * i} 

The arguments in favour of the separation of. the Executive from 
Judicial functions are so well known, so decisive and have been advanced 
on so many occasions that it is needless for me to-day to elaborate them 
a( length. Toward* the close of the last century, an important 
memorial signed by many persons who had ample experience of the 
Indian administrative and judicial mechanism was submitted to the 
Secretary of State for Ipdia. In this memorial which is usually known 
as the llobhouse Memorial all the necessary arguments against the 
system of combining Executive with Judicial duties were incorporated 
and Validity and force of these arguments have been admitted Jby every- 
body who has any knowledge of administrative science and experience 
of administrative mechanism. 

It* is true, c Sir, that in many #arts of the province the District 
Magistrate himself does* not try any case. But this has not improved 
the organisation by even an iota. He himself may not sit in judgment 
upon cases which have been irtstituted at his instance or in which he is 
otherwise interested. But although he may not try these cases himself 
the other Magistrates who are in every way his subordinates are 
required to try them. It can only he imagined how these Subordinate 
Magistrate's may dispose of cases in which their official superior is 
interested. Their promotion and future prospects depend largely upon 
his jattvfude towards their work. Consequently, once they know and 
even once it is noised about that the District Magistrate wants a case 
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to be tried and disposed of in a particular fashion, the trying Magis- 
trates cannot*but be e^ger to (To his Adding, ^iich may be explicit or 
implied. Besides, it should also be kmtwu tlfat the Subdivisional 
Magistrates who are t^e chief executive officers of the^areas under their 
charge fiav’e to # try cases themselves. The system in fact is so vicious 
that all independency has be£ri pumped oftt of the trying Magistrates. 
They^lo not dare to try any case^ especially apolitical casg, according 
as they think wflta and best. They *take the Tin} of least resistance. 
•They ta^e their cane frgnf the* prosecuting executive tyid djspose of the 
cases according to^the ihspiratiop derived. 

It is high time, ••Sir* that* such an organisation is overhauled and the 
judiciary is completely separated from the ixecutive. So long as the 
officers presiding oxier ?rimiijal courts arc not placed on the same foot- 
ing as the munstfsi with regard* to the conditions of their service, the 
liberty and ftriWlom of the individual cities will continue to be menaced 
as they have |)een«nT?TT»cod in the past. The Reforms which havg been 
introduced in tire Writers’ Buildings and the Council House wijl have 
little repercussions in this sphere. The work of separating tlhe functions 
which has been left undone by the Government so far should, there- 
fore, be immediately taken up by the new Ministry. I knew, Sir, that 
the question of finance may be raised in this connection and on the 
ground of expense the reforri may again be held over. But, Sir, I may 
remind the Government that the Greaves Committee was definitely of 
opinion that in order to bring this reform into operation an initial 
expenditure of Rs. 1,33,000 and a recurring expenditure of Rs. 4,48,000 
a year would be enough. In the budget estinaife, Sir, T find Unit 
under the head “District Administration’’ an increase of about fifteen 
lakhs of rupees has been provided for above the revfsed estimate for 
1930-37. It is also well known that for purposes of extraordinary 
police provision in the province fifty-four lakhs of rupees have been 
annually spent for over half a decade. If so much money can be found 
for thege purposes I do not see why on the ground of extra expanses of 
only four lakhs and a half this much-needed administrative reform 
should be held over any longer. 

t 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDlVf: Sir, this ifr f a very big 
question, and, I doubt if it can be dealt vith in four minutes’ time. 
The difficulty about this is that it is* not an accepted principle that 
Judicial and Executive should be absolutely separated. The only 
country where it is in existence is America where they have got into 
a first class constitutional tangle — Mr. Roosevelt and the Supreme 
Court are having difficulties there. It is not so in England*, and it waa 
misreading. of the situation that led America to adopt this policy, of 
separation of Judicial and Executive. But the most important, argu- 
ment against it is that it will lead to a very large increase # of 
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expenditure and will Aa^e it very difficult for the public to get both 
Judicial and Executive! services/ because if you *have g<Jt to separate 
the two either you b&ve grtt to increase the number of judiciary or 
the executive or^ even if you have tp reduce i^ then the public will 
have to travel long distance to get justice. The question of funds is 
the most important one. Rut in view’ # of the fact that the higher 
judicial coiyts have ^o^ right to revise and supervise the work of the 
Executive-judicial ojficers, there # Is. ifo danger, real or serious danger, 
of miscarriage pf justice. So ^ long*, tfs tfie^High Court t remains' 
independent and not under the control of the ’Kxeqpti^e Gpv^rnnient, 
there is no likelihood of any danger whatsnevef. •• 

• 0 0 

* Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: Ha* thf H<jn’l>le Minister ever 

• • m 

been a practising lawyer? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN:. 3*(T.^re,,I think, that 
at tho present time the sejiaration is not advisahl#, and 1 would 
deprecate it in view of the additional cost and other difficulties. I do 
not think that the coadifirths are commensurate with the amount of 
expenditure that will be necessary. Wo may examine the question 
along with others in good time, and the Assembly will* have its first 
claim. I agree to discuss this question r^mnd the table if you lye so 
keen on it. In view of what I have said, I hope the honourable member 
will withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. BIRENDRA JKISHORE RAY CHOUDHURY: 1 beg leave to 
withdraw my motion. 

The motion rtf Mr. Birendra Kishnre Ray Choudhury was then, by 
leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The original motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin that 
a sum .of Rs. 1 ,18,5:1,000 be granted for expenditure under the bead 
“25 — General Administration” was then put and agreed to. * 

Adjournment. 

* 

The House was then adjourned till d-d 5 p.m. on Monday, the 23rd 
August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings* of the ,Beng&r Legislative Assembly assembled 
urider the provisions of Government of Ixfdia Act, 1935. 

• • •» • • 

The Assembly met in the •Assembly Ifyuse, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 23*1 August, 193 ’T, at 8-45 p.m. 

'present: 

Mr. Speaker ^the Hon 'hie Khan Bahadur Jd. Aziz it l Haque, c.i.f..) 

in the ('hair, the eleven Humble Ministers and 215 members. ■> 

« * • 

• . * 

Mr. SPEAKJER: Before* the questions are taken up, I should like 
to inform the ITou^e 4^4 1, have circulates a printed copy of the ruling 
on section 82 # of.the Government of India Act. 1 do not propose to 
read it out, but it will form part to-day’s proceedings of® this 
Assembly. 


Rulyig of Mr. Speaker on scope of section 82 of the Government 
of India Aot. 

The scope of Section 82 of the Government of India Act determines 
not only the restriction on the rights of, what may be termed in tjie 
absence of anything better, a private member of the legislature but it 
has its important bearing on the relative constitutional* position of the 
two Chambers. On its true and correct expedition depend the Bills 
that can or cannot be originated in the Legislative Council. 

2. The Section deals with five different items in two divisions, 
viz., — 

A. Bill or amendment making provision — 

(1) For im*posing or increasing any tax? , 

(2) For regulating the borrowing of money or the giving of any 

guarantee by the Province. 

(3) For amending the law with respect to any financial obligations 

undertaken or to be undertaken bv the Province. 

. - ^ 

(4) For declaring any expenditure to be charged on the revenues 

of the Province or for increasing the amount ofr any # .such 

expenditure. 
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B. (5) Bills, invihving expenditure from the rerenues of a 
Province. 

3. The following* matters require elucidation in this connection: — * 

(1) What ?8 the meaning of the word “ta£” ? 

(2) What is the meaning of the phfase “air^ending the. law”? 

(3) What is th| meaning of “involving expenditure from the 

revenue*!. of the Province*’ as distinguished from “financial 
ybligations undertake^ or to Tie und^takAi” ? 

(4) What is the meaning of “revenues” ? m 

4. It will be noticed* that the Section makes sfcv*eral important 
Sistinctions — 

(?) certain Pills or amendments cannot.be intro&ucfd or moved 

except on the recommendation # o£ tJj/j-^g^ernor, 

« * 

(ii) certain Bills, but not amendments, cannot? Ibe passed Iby a 
Chamber j>f the Legislature unless the # Governor recom- 
mends to the Chamber the consideration of the Bill. 

5. The Section also enunciates the constitutional principle that 
certain Bills cannot be introduced in the # Legislative Council, an*l here 
also there is no mention of the word “amendment.’’ • 

6. In inteipreting this Section it is desirable to bear these distinc- 
tions and provisions in mind. It may at the very outset be mentioned 
tlgit the provisions <ff the White Paper were that “money Bills” should 
be initiated in the Legislative Assembly only .and that a recommenda- 
tion of the Governor will be required for any proposal in the Provincial 
Legislature for imposing of taxation, for the appropriation of public 
revenues or for any proposal affecting the public debt of the Province 
or for affecting or imposing any charge upon public revenues. 

7. Commenting on the proposals of the White Paper tfie Joint 
Committee said that legislative* procedure in matters of finance differs 
in India from that which exists in the United Kingdom and they found 
that the seheue of • the White Paper was in conformity with “the 
system wi\h which Indians are familiar and which appears to have 
worked sufficiently well in practice”. They approved the principle 
behind the proposal of the White Paper in regard to the financial 
procedure which, they said, were “based upon the principle which must 
always be the foundation* of any sound system of finance that no propo- 
sal for » the imposition of ta, rat ton or for the appropriation of public 
revenues , ifor any proposal affecting or imposing any charge upon those 
revenues, can be made without recommendation of the Governor, that 
is ti\say, it can only be made on the responsibility of the Executive.” 
They also definitely approved the principle that “in those provinces 
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where the legislature is bicameral, money Bills slfall initiated in the 
Legislative Assembly 'alone.” if thesS principljp behind the proposals 
of the White Paper and the intentions of tha Joini # Committee are borne 
in mind, it wijl probably be easy to understand the bearing of Section 
82 on financial procedure and practice and its effect on the constitutional 
position of the Assembly and the Cpuncil. • 

8. "Now first as to the roeaning^of the word # “tax”. Un^er Section 

311 (2) taxation ‘"includes the imposition of any tijt or impost whether 
general qf local or. special*" aid/“tax shall be construed accordingly.” 
In the Seventh Schedule* various terms have been used, such as, tax, 
duties, nates, dues, tolls/ fees. etc. Now tax means a tribute imposed on 
subjects, direct # or indirect (Wharton's La^ Lexicon). In effect it 
means any realisatiQn from the subjects in the nature of a financial 
liability .imposed jrj law or any 4orm of compulsory payment made to 
the State. # # 

w f — . # . f 

The India© laxaTfc^ •Enquiry Committee of 1924-25 adopted the 
following definition as their working basis: — 

“Taxes are compulsory contributions made Jfy the members of a 
community to the governing body of the same towards the common 
expenditure •without any guarantee r of a definite measured service in 

return.” • * 

• % 

The Committee did not include revenue from State lands, Fisheries, 
Mines and Forests within the definition of tax. They were divided 
Jn opinion as to whether land revenue is a tax or not which, according 
to the Committee, had characteristics of rent as also of tax. They w#re 
similarly divided with respect to Irrigation Pates. According to the 
Committee, if an impost is in the nature of payment for services 
rendered directly or indirectly, it does not come under the definition of 
tax. On the definition of the Indian Taxation Committee, any impost 
except where it is for services rendered is a tax. Judged, however, in 
the light of the definition in the Government of India Act, then) is no 
doubt tliat excepting fines or pecuniary penalties, fees for licenses or 
for services rendered, .which are excepted by Section 82(2), any duty, 
rates, tolls, fees, whether it is local or provincial or special, in a tax 
within the sco]de of Section 82. In view of the word “special” in the 
definition clause, both land revenue and irrigation rates will come within 
the term tax, as both of these are impost^ on special basis. 

9. The next important point is the meaning of the word “law” 
and of the phrase “amending the law.” In its generic sense, law means 
the rule of action to which men are obliged to make their conduct 
conform. In *the definition clause of the Act, “existing Indian law” 
means any law, ordinance, order, bye-law, rule or regulation made by 
any legislature, authority or person having power to make $uch $ law, 
ordinance, order, bye-law, rule or regulation. It is interesting to note 
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that in the defigitioil the term is “existing Indian Law” to limit its 
scope to existing enac^nentp anft rules,* etc. # * • 

It appears that vaHous terms have been used in the different Sections 
of the Act, viz., — f 

(1) “An Act of the Legislature” in, ^Section 76(2). 

(2) “Amending the law” in Section 82(i)(b). 

(3) “To make $[fws” in Section 99(1). 

(4) “A.prowncial law” in faction* f02(2^. % 

(5) “Repeals, amends or affccttf any Aet” # infection *108(2)p/). 

(6) “To make any law” in Section llO(h). • 

• • * 

• (7) “To make any law amending avv provision” of any Act in 

Section 110(/;)(ii). m 

A Provincial Legislature * which consists* ot^ihe* Governor as the 
representative of His Majesty and one or* two Charnbefs, as the case 
may he, has power to “make a law”, “to make any law”, “to make 
laws”, but the Provincial ^Chamber or Chambers ^function only in 
passing or enacting a Bill, which becomes an Act of the Legislature 
on receiving requisite Assent. It* is then* “a law” and* i^ one unit of 
“the law”* and “the law” means the body of laws. “Repealing, amend- 
ing or affecting any Act or any provision 1>f an Act” is as much amend- 
ing “the law” as the passing of a new Act, creating new rights and 
obligations or new rules ot conduct. A new enactment may 
not be amending n or any law, i.e., an existing enactment, etc., but it 
clmnges or amends the law. That is to say, by creating new rights, or 
obligations, it brings about a change in the existing rights, obligations. 
The phrase “amending the law” therefore means not merely to bring 
about any change in aii 5 T existing law, ordinance, order, bye-law, rule 
or regulation but also to make any new law or any new provision having 
the effect of law. 

* 

10. The third point is the meaning of the words “involving expendi- 
ture from the revenues” as distinguished from “financial obligations.” 
Financial obligation , undertaken oi^ to be •undertaken ^ means definite 
appropriation of public Venues, in fact or specifically intended. It 
means that "if any Act or its provision provides for the acceptance of a 
financial liability, immediate or intended, bv its own effect and opera- 
tion, it is in the nature of a financial obligation. The point can be 
illustrated in this way. The Bengal Waterways Act was passed by the 
Legislature some years back. The Act provides payment of specific 
money frm^^the Provincial revenues to the Waterways •Board. Even 
though provisions of the Act are not yet fully brought into operation, 
tlifc financial obligations are there and will have to be undertaken as 
soon *the* Act is fully given effect to. This Act therefore intends to 
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create financial obligations to be undertaken. ( ch tba other hand any- 
thing in the nature oi^bringing^xpenffitur^ in, y>t by its own operation 
but only as a direct consequence involves expenditure from the revenues; 
it does not me^n direct or definite or immediate appropriation, sanctioned 
by the legislature, but Something that must necessarily mean or involve 
expenditure as its direct conWqmyiee. Supposing a Bill proposes to 
createEan autonomous Jut3 Board which will not receive any contribu- 
tion from the provincial revenues, ,yet # the local -Government is required 
Jby the Bill to constitute »the JBourd from time to # time by holding an 
election l)y ballot on *w?de franchise! This must necessarily involve 
Government! in Vidrfitioual or new 'expenditure for elections — preparing 
list of voters, holding* elections, etc. Supposing the Act again requires 
Government to establish a research Laboratory. This Bill will thep 
com# under the latter category, # viz., it 'will involve expenditure from 
the revenues*. JjfA If the Bill only provided such duty as could normally 
be done by the lecqj^ Government witholif such expenditure, the Bill 
will be outsidfe its scope. If a proposal in a Bill involves expenditure 
only remote or only as a possible contingency, it is not involving Expen- 
diture from the revenues. For there is hajdly ffny Act of legislature 
which may not mean expenditure in some form or other. The border 
line between* uiliat involves and what does not involve expenditure will 
be determined with the growth of conventions, but as a working basis, 
the aBove is a fair formula. * 

11. The next is the meaning of the word “revenue.” Under 
Section 1<%, revenue of a province “includes all revenues and public 
money raised or received by a province”; it means all kinds of receipts 
of Government, no matter what the nature of their sources is; it includes 
both the ordinary revenue as well ns receipts from oth$r souices, what 
is usually incorporated in capital accounts, such as, loans, deposit, 
receipts from commercial undertakings, etc. Tt includes fines and 
penalties which are received by the Government. 

12. Analysed and dissected, Section S2 theiefore means that — 

• 

(A) The following Bills or any amendment making the following 
provisions cannot be introduced or moved except on the recommendation 
of the Govern^*, i.e., except on ihe responsibility of. the Executive 
Government and that no private member caw theiefore bj4ng in any 
such Bill or give notice of any amendment to any Bill without the 
recommendation of the Governor, viz., vHiieh — 

(1) imposes or increases any tax, # 

(2) regulates the borrowing of money or gives any guarantee,* by 

the. province, ' , 

(3) provides for or affects any appropriation of public revenue, and 

(4) declares any expenditure to be expenditure charged • oiy the 

revenues of the province or increases such amount. 
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(B) Any Bill , with! any such aforesaid provision cannot be initiated 

in a Legislative Council. ‘ •' *»■ ( 

(C) There is no Mr to any amendment being made to a Bill, other- 
wise duly brought up before the Legislative Coyucil, without changing 
its character , even though the amendment contains any ,of the aforesaid 
provisions. But all such amendments must have the recommendation 
of the Governor before ,*t can be introduced or moved. 

(D) By the explaaatory clause in Section 82(2) any Bill or amend- 
ment shall oiot be deemed to make provision for any of the' purposes 
aforesaid by reason only that it provides for the imposition ef fine or 
other pecuniary penalties or for the payment of feeS for licenses or fees 
for services rendered ; but if such fines, penalties or fees are credited to 
the revenues of Government, any proposal to appiopriate such .fines, 
penalties or fees will be governed by the previous- provisions, viz., it 
cannot be introduced or mo/ed except on the recommendation of the 
Governor and such a Bill but not amendment -srntn not be initiated in 
a Legislative Council. 

(E) A' Bill which 'does ;mt provide for appropriation of revenues by 
its own operation but involves the province expenditure from the reve- 
nues as its direct consequence can be introduced in -any Chamber, 
Council oi* Assembly, but unless the Governor recommends to any 
Chamber the consideration of the Bill, it tannot be passed; this gbverns 
only a Bill but not amendment to a Bill otherwise duly brought up. 
But such amendment must not change the character of the Bill. 

18. Possibly it may be argued that the latter part of Section 82(l)(b) 
inapplicable, only to the case of a Bill or amendment making provision 
for amending a,ny existing law, that is to say," it is applicable when it 
is in the nature of changing or amending any existing enactment 
oi rules or regulations, ordinances, bye-laws, etc., but is not 
applicable to a Bill intended to promulgate a new law 
altogether. A moment’s scrutiny will show that this conten- 
tion cannot be correct; toi in that cast* the position will 
be that a Bill, which intends to bring about any change or 
amendment in existing law with respect to any financial obligations 
undertaken or do be undertaken by* the province, cannot be initiated 
in the Legislative Council but a new enactment which for the first time 
creates a new financial obligation, provides for a new appropriation can 
be initiated in the Legislative Council. If it is to bring about a change 
or modification in an existing statutory appropriaton of public revenues 
it cannot be initiated in the Council, but if it is for new appropriation 
of public revenues it can be ! This was never the intention of the White 
Paper, the Joint Committee or the Parliament which definitely intend- 
ed that. appropriations of all character of the public revenue, money 
Bills, of all kinds should be initiated in the Assembly only. It will be 
seen that a money Bill under the definition in the Housf, of Commons 
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includes a Bill for supply and appropriation of public .money or subor- 
dinate matters, incidental fcheret#. FroVi the mentions of the Parlia- 
ment, it is clear that wfiat was intended was thafr f the initiation of all 
Bills for any appropriation of public revenue, whether it is by change 
of an existiirg law or ISy promulgating a new law, will be in the. 
Assembly. And* this is in coiW’ermity with, the constitutional position 
of the lower House in* any system of parliamentary democracy with 
bicameral legislature. If it was inlfwl^d to limit* ihVcope only to exist- 
ing laws, the word exisUny would have been u^Mn the Section, just 
as it finds*place in the definition clause .• The fact that Hie t>i m is “the 
law”, instead of*.“e^>tiyg law’s” clearly indicates the wider import of 
the term than merely existing enactments. 

14 . There is only incidental point arising out of these discussions 
and probably it will’ be bettel 1 understood w’ith reference to concrete 
facts. The Bengal Legislative Assembly has just passed several Bills 
— Ministers’ Mary yjlJL Members' Emohiments Bill, etc. All these 
Bills create financial obligations and come under Section 82(1 )(b).* 

The Government proposed Its. 125 as the salary of members in the 
Bill. A member proposed an amendment im favqhr of Its. 1 50 which 
w’as passed. Such an amendment will of course require the recommen- 
dation of the’tiovernor. But* if there was an amendment in favour of 
a reduction, say, for Its. 100, would it still require the recommendation 
of the \jrovernor!'' Strictly wiilnn the letter of the law, even such nn 
amendment would* require, but there is something like implied recom- 
mendation. If the (fovernoi has lecommendcd Its. 124 the iy , it 
would be correct as a matter of constitutional convention to ludd that any 
amendment for reduction to a lower figure has the recommendation 
of the Governor. Such recommendation can he constitutinnnlh taken 
to be ini])lied in the recommendation of the higher figure. 

15. There is just one difference in procedure." Section 82(4) requires 
recommendation to the Chamber and whereas Section 82(1) merely requir- 
es recommendation. In the latter case it would he sufficient if the Minis- 
ter of Government merely mentions in giving notice that it is on the 
recommendation of the Governor, hut the recommendation to tin; Cham- 
ber must be in the natule of a formal communication to the Chamber, 
i.e., to the Speaker or to the President, as the rase may be. * 

16 . It would he for the Speaker to decide* in this Assembly as to 
whether a Bill or an amendment comes within the provision of Sections 
82 ( 1 ) and 82 ( 4 ) and w’hile the applicability of Section 82 ( 1 ) would pro- 
bably not be difficult, it would not be so easy in the case of a Bill which 
if enacted and brought into operation would involve expenditure from 
the revenues of a province. In the circumstances, if any Bill, or amend- 
ment is admitted without any recommendation of the Governor, as 
required under Section 82 ( 1 ) or 82 ( 4 ), as the case may be, the Minister- 
in-charge of the Department concerned should raise an objection at the 
earliest possibly and appropriate opportunity before the House, but it 
$ 
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would facilitate ^matfyr if in the meantime necessary steps are taken 
on this behalf. \ ( , 

17. One more p&int about Section S2(3). A Bill involving; expen- 
diture from the revenues of the province cannot J»e passed by a Chamber 
’of legislaiuie unless the Go\emor lias recommended to that Chamber 
the consideration of the Bill. Such Bills can therefore bo introduced 
in a Chamber without Jbe re( ommendation of the Governoi and 1 techni- 
cally it can also 1*^ taken into* consideration though not passed with- 
out such reeom 7 uenda?h>n. But it wbuld mean onlv fruitless waste of 
t irue for a Chamber if the lecommepdation of the ^orcmor is ultimate- 
ly refused after a Chamber has passed through thy consideiation stage. 
A convention should therefore be followed that 'the Executive Govern- 
umuit should come to a decision, immediately after such a Bill is intro- 
duced as to their attitude, so that ir case the recopimendatipn tif the 
Governor is refused, the House* may have an early notice ’and may not 
unnecessarily waste its time in considering Which cannot in the 

last stage he passed in the absence of tin* Governoi ^recommendation. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Formation of a union board within the police-station of Tarail, 
Mymensingh. 

13. Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in ediarge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to .state whether any union board has been formed 
within the police-stal ion of Tarail in the .district of Mymensingh? If 
not, whyjiot P 

(/>) \\*ill the Double Minister be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment are prepared lo consider the desirability of forming union boards 
within the said police-station at an early date? 

t 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maulvi Syed Nausher 

Ali)?. (a) No. No proposal for the establishment of union boards in 
the^aregiin question has been received by Government from the local 
officers. 
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(b) Yes: if any proposal is received to thatfeffe# from the local 
officers. 


A Member > Wh at are tlu* reasons for no proposals being made by 
the local officers, for ttre formation of union boards ? 

. . •' • 

The*Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUJ5HER ALI : .TKe reasons «re known 

to Government but I promise not * to disclose th^i. 

« • ^ 

* • # • • 

A Member: • Are* the propo.sals* for tl»e formation of union boards 
made by officers on^h^ir owfi initiative? 

• • • 

Tlte Hon’ble MaJlvi SYED tyAUSHER ALI: Yes. 

' . • • 

Filling up of appe^tmdnts in the Co-operative Department 0 

14. Maulvi MD. HASANUZZAKlAN: Will jhe llon’ble Minister 
in charge of the (^operative Credit and lftiral^Indebtedness Depart- 
ment he pleased to state the procedure according to which the appoint- 
ments in tlu* (^-operative Department which were last advertised will 
be filial ? 


MINISTER in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behary Mullick): The hon’ble memlier is referred to the answer to 
starred question No. <S gi\cn at this session of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly on t lie 2nd August last. 


Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Is it the intention of Government to shelve 
the proposals for the deprovincialisation of Government secondary 
schools ? 

The Hon’ble, Mr. A. K.‘ FAZLUL HUQ # : There is no question of 
shelving it but 1 have said that there is no proposal at pre^fbnt before 
Government. 


Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ bit; Minister be pleased to 
state whether the pnqxisal will be taken up at all and if so, whether 
it will be taken # up in the near future? • 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On that, Sir, I can, express 
no opinion. 
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Secondary 8chools. 

„ * « 

15. Dr. H. C. mOkhErjI: Will the Hon bie Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to ^tate the 'steps* if any, 
‘proposed to be taken by Government to deprovincialise the secondary 
schools either completely or gradually, school by school? * { 

♦ <* 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr, A. X. Fazlul Huq); 1 "here fs at present* no proper, al before 
Govemment for the deprovincialioation of Goycrnment secondary 
schools. The question of deprovincialisation of* Government high 
schools was considered byctlie former Government, butiit-was ultimately 
propped. ; 


River Bidyadhari.* 

V t * * 

1$. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Depart merit aware— 

(/) of the deterioration of the river liidyadhari; aifd * 

(n ) that a large ami thickly populated area within the Tollygunge 
thana and municipality and Sonarpur, Bhangore and Ha j hat 
t lianas, remain water-logged during the greater part of the 
year ? 

(ft) If the answer to ((/) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, 
are proposed t<H>e taken to remove the public inconvenience and menace 
to the health of the people of the locality? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra 4 Nandy, 
of Kasimbazar): (a) Yes. 

(ft) The drainage condition of the area will ‘improve after the Kulti 
Drainage Outfall Scheme of the Calcutta Corporation t is completed. 

t • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the opinion of the Engineers (if the Calcutta Corporation is that even 
after the Kulti scheme is completed, there will not he much improve* 
merit? « 1 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I have already stated in my reply that the area will improve, but cer- 
tainly tjiqt would not entirely solve the problem of keeping water out 
of that area. 
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Dr. NALINAK8W SANYAL: In view of (hat /may we enquire 
whether there'is any other scheme under contemplation of Government 
lo give permanent relief to the affected areal* f 

••■'O’ 

The Hon’ble’ Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Sir, I aayself along wifh my lion’ble colleague, Mr. Xausher Ali, visited 
that area to investigate as to whaf nqjy be done to stop recurrence of 
flood. 1 am not now in a. position to state whnj>e#ps Government pro- 
pose to t£ke, but certahflv we are thinking of looking into flic question 
in some tletail i>efoVe qoming to h decision. There is a proposal to 
dig out a small channel and 'thereby connect the Hooded area with the 
river Piali to cfrrfin off the water from the affected area. We are alsy 
considering the proposal to put up a bund and isolate the residential 
area from the areif ftn which padSy is grown, and pump out the water 
from there. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: IV the Hon'ble Minister aware* that 
there are certain rich owners of fisheries in tfie locality whose interests 
are directly against the interests ol the local inhabitants and who some- 
how or other* ntanage to keefl water there in their own interest? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

1 am not aware of that. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister going \o 
investigate as to whether certain rich fishery owners try to induce 
Public Works Department men to prevent clearance of water from the 
locality? * 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I do not know how that question arises out of this. As I have already 
stated, Government would start investigation into the matter possibly 
the next winter. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
a system prevalent in Holland and Italy which is known as bonification 
by which such water-logging areas are kept free by taking out such 
water h\ an easy system of pumping? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Although I have not had the privilege of visiting Holland and stifdyinft 
the question like my honourable friend, but as I have already stated 
in my reply, Government. are contemplating a scheme, on similar line. 
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Babu NACE'NDR^ ‘HATH .SEN:, Will th* Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the area of 'the tiact affected aid the population of that 
tract of land? 9 


The Hon’ble Maharaja &RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I understand t lie area is 14 square itjiles and the population about 8,000. 


• g * • r 

Honorary Surgeons and Physicians in tjie Medical College group of 

Hospitals. « * 

17. Maulvi AFTAB HOSAIN JOARDAR: (<n Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the •public Health and Locjil*>SeJf-(jovernment 
Department lie pleased to state — 

\i) the number of Honorary* Surgeons and Physicians in the 
Medical Pyllegr group of Hospitals; aqd* 

(//) the number of beds attached to each? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is a difference in the distribution V)f beds 
among the Indian Medical Service Officers of the Medical College and 
the Visiting Surgeons of the Medical College Hospitals? 

* (c) If so, what are the reasons? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI : 


(a) (i) .. .. .. .. .. 6 

(it) Honorary Additional Physician . . . . 30 

Honorary Additional Surgeons . . . . 46 

Honorary Surgeon, Ear, Nose and Throat r 12 

Honorary Physician, Chest Department . . * . . 12 

Oiie Honorary Ophthalmic Surgeon . . . . 24 

One Honorary Ophthalmic Surgeon . . . . 12 

(b) Yes. * * 


(cY The ihdian Medical Service Officers belong to Jhe Senior Pro- 
fessorial Staff and they require a larger number of beds owing to the 
foot Yhat they are the professors of the subjects of instruction and 
are ^principally responsible for the clinical instruction of the students 
in their respectiye subjects. . * 
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Honorary House Sturgeons in the (Aedical XJalege-and Campbell 
• Hospitals. • 

18. Maulfi AFTAB H OS A IN JOARDAR / Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge or the Public Health and Local Self-Government 

Department be pleased to state — • • 

• 

(?') the number of Honorary Houge Surgeohs appointed* during the 
last 5 rears in, the^ (/) Medical CoJJpg* Hospitals, and (2) 
% Campbell Hospitals ; * and • * • 

(ii) *the nulnb^j of* them that were non-Hindus? 

The Hon’ble* Maulvj SYED NAUSHER TW.I : (i) and (»)— . 

• • Numl)er Number of * 

• ^ * appointed. non-Hindus. 

Medical Cftjlgge^ Hospitals .*.* 145 28 

CampheH Hospital • . . . . 53 G 

Matflvi ABDUL BARI: Out of tbe 28 appointments shown against 
the number of non-Hindus, how many are Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYtD NAUSHER ALI : 1 require qotice. 
Medical College Hospitals. 


19. Maulvi AFTAB H08AIN JOARDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased 9 to lay on tbe table a statement showing for 
the last ten years — * 

(?) the number of posts in the Medical College Hospitals held by 
Bengal Medical Service officers; 

(i?) the number of Bengal Medical Service officers retrenched and 
substituted by officers on contract; 

(tit) the number (*f retrenched non-Hindu Bengal Medical Service 
officers; and • , . . 

... •# 

(?rj the qualifications and special attainments of ejfch of the 
Bengal Medical Service officers employed as Registrars prior 
to their replacement by officers jon contract? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER All: 

(i) 1927 

1928 and 1929 

1930 

1931-35 

1936* 


V 24 * 

.. 23 
. . 25 * 

*211 .• 

.. 24 
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(it) Three — tVo six contract officers and <*ne by a Sub-Assistant 

Surgeon. 

(iii) Nil. t 

, (tv) They had worked satisfactorily as Surgeons or House 

Physicians. 


Reduction of the ncmber of Judicial officers. 

20. MK AtfRITA LAL MAN DAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department aware that on 
the introduction of the Union Bench, Union Court and Debt Settlement 
Board the number of both criminal and civil ceses have fallen? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in 1riie affirmative will the* Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state, whether Government propffke # to reduce the 
number of judicial officers? * , r * m t 

MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL arid LEGISLATIVE DEPART. 
MENT (the Hon’ble V a waft Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (a) 

In UMl-lMd there was a marked increase in civil cases. Since the 
introduction of Debt Conciliation Boards there are indications that 
tliere may be some decrease, but it is not possible at present to say how 
far the decrease is due to their introduction and ho\y far it is due to 
other factors. 

(b) Government is alive to the necessity of endeavouring not to 
employ* more judicial officers than are necessary for the work to be 
done and will watch the situation and take such steps as seem to be 
required. 


Clerks in the offices under the Medical Department. 

21. Maulvi AFTAB H08AIN JOARDAR: Will the, Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the 
last ten years the number of clerks appointed permanently and tempo- 
rarily in ei»ch office under ‘the Medical Department from — 

(?) Hindus; and 
(//) Muhammadans? 

The Hon’blt Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI : A statement show- 
ing the' number of Muhammadan and non-Muhammadan (including 
Hindu) clerks appointed permanently and temporarily in each office 
under the Medical Department for the last ten years is laid on the table. 
Classification * as Hindus and Muhammadans is not observed in the 
records maintained. 4 
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Statement referred to in the answer to unstarrm question No. 21 
showing the number* of clerks •(Muhammadans fnd non- Muhammadans) 
appointed in each office under the Medial Department during the 
last ten years ending 1936-37. 



— - 

w w * « 

• 

' 

Number 
•of Mu- 
hamma- 

• dan 

• cl^ks 
appointed 

perjnan- 
. ontly. 

Nun oer 
’ of I 011- 
Mul ?m- 
mafian 
clerks 
app^rf^d 
perman- 
ently. 

Number 
of Mu- 
liamma* 
dan * 
clerks 
appointed 
t*mj)o%- 
arily. 

• 

Number 
of Non- 
Muham- 
madan 
clerks 
appointed 
tempor- 
arily. 

1. 

Calcutta Offices. 

9 ^ 

Siirgeon-General’s^ffiiee • . . 

k) 

• 

« 

29 

• 

2. 

• • 

Medical GbllitfiaHospital 

4 

6 

21 

33 

3. 

• . # . 

Campbell Medical Sfliool ^ . 

t • 

1 

2 

4 

• « 

4. 

Campbell Hospital 

1 

.1 

4 

t 7 

5. 

Chemical hxanmiii; 

1 

• •> 

• • * 


1 

6. 

Voluntary Venereal Hospital 


1 



7. 

• • • 

Presidency Goneral Ho»pitul % . . 

8 

9 

l! • 

i 

8. 

Tropical School 

• 

3 


ti 


9. 

Carmichael Hospital 

* ’ 

] 

1 

•• 

10. 

Albert V ictor Hospital 


i 

•• 

1 

11. 

Pasteur institute 


1 

;> 

•9 

12. 

Medical College 


1 

* 23 

82 

1. 

Mujassal Offices. 

Mental Observation Ward 


* 



2. 

Sambhunath Pandit Hospital 


1 



3. 

Mitford Hospital 

1 

1 



4. 

Dacca Medical School * 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5. 

Lytton Medicil School 

* 

•• * 1 

• 

» 

• 


6. 

Chittagong Medical School 


1 



7. 

Jalpaigun Medical School 

1 


1 

3 

8. 

Ronaldshay Medical School 

1 

2 

« 

1 

• 1 


1. 

Civil Surgeon e Offices. 

Bakarganj * 

1 


V 

1 

• 

2. 

Bank ura 

i 

1 

! 

* 4 

! 

3. 

Birbhum 

• 



_j» 

r v. 
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• 

• » 

Number 
of Mu- 
hamma- 
dan 
dlerks 
appointed 
perniah- 
ently. 

Numtier 
of 5>fon- 
Muham- 
madan 
cl^k&/ 
appointed 
perman- 
• entty. 

Number 
of Mu- 
hamma- 
dan 
clerks 
appointed 
tempor- 
arily. 

Number 
of Non- 
Muham- 
madan 
i* clerks 
appointed 
tempor- 
arily. 

• 

Civil Surgeon's oncld. 

• • • 

4. Bogra 

*, t 

. 

• • 

« 

2 ( 

3 

5. Burdwan 

• 

•• 


4 

• 

4 0. Chittagong 


* • 

• * 

1 

7. Dacca 

♦ . 

• 

i 

♦ 

. o 

8. Darjeeling • • • ■ 


• 1 

• • 

4 

9. \>inajpur 

1 


• 2 

• 

4 

10. cTuttagong Hill Tracts 

* 



1 

11. Furnlpur 5. 


• 

4 

4 

12. llooghJy 

• .. . 


•• -• 

3 

13. liowrah 

2* 

« 


•« * 

• 

14. Julpaiguri 

1 


• 1 

0 

15. Jessore 




•• 

10. Khulna 

•• 

1 


7 

17. Mftlda 

1 


2 

5 

18. Midnaporo 

1 

5 


5 

19. Murslndabad . . * 

1 


2 


20. Myraensmgh 


1 

1 


21. Nadia 

1 


1 

• 1 

22. Noakhah 


1 

• 

1 

3 

23. l*4bna 


. 1 

1 

0 

* 

24. Kajshalf^ . . • 

• 

1 

• 

2 

25. Kangpur 


1 

6 

2 

20. Tipjiera 



1 

1 

27. 24-Parganaa • * . . * 


1 

1 

2 

• / 

28. Seralupore * ‘ 


1 

• 
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' Adjournment* motion, i 


Mr. SYEQ JALALUDDIN 

ndjoumfheift motiolSjj^ discuss 
importance . • • 


HASHEMY: T 

; a definite matter 

• ( 


leave to move an 
of indent publii 


Mr. SPEAKER: May I have * c<^\v of your adjournment motion? 
.(A copy^of the motion was luyided over to th^<Sjft‘aker). 


Mr. SPEAKER!* M f Hashemy, I propose to take up and dismiss . 
this matter with the* Ilon’hle the Home Minister, and Yuurself at 
(i-30 p.m. to-cfay to se^ whether it is in order. T propose now to pro- 
ceed *with the deinftfid under *t he head “7 — Land Revenue.” 

* , • . • 

• • JJhcfrt-notice question. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: May 1 enquire, Sir, alio’ut (lie 
short -notice quenti»n of which I have givfti n.tieef 


Mr. 8PE*AKER: I may say that it is not the funetion of the Speaker 
to answer’ about the late of short-notice questions from da\ to day. 
You can always, take it that usual steps have been taken hut I must 
warn you that the number ol and the manner in which short-notiee 
questions are given are such that it has become impossible for this 
department to laekle them. In an\ ease, we are trying to send them 
on to the departments concerned, and as soon as a reply is received* it 
is placed on the member’s table. 


THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
FOR 1937-38. 

•DEMAND FOR CRANT. 

a 

. Part II. 

7— Land Revenue. 

The Hon’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYi On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to Vjjve that a sum 
of Rs. 36,12,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “7 — Land 
Revenue.” 

The Land Revenue Budget of a Province, the major portidn’ of Vhkb 
is permanently-settled, does not lend itself to sensational changes or 
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fluctuations. Tins islm&inly due to the fact thflt five-sevenths of the 
area is permanently-settled br the demand from this area* is based on a 
settlement which is ill exisfence for a large number of years. 

The total land revenue receipts * from 19^2^4 onwards «were as 
follows : — ' 


1933-34 

1934,35 


Rs. 


... 3*21,14,000 
. 3, '43, 85, POO 


1935-36 ... 01,43,29.000 

193G-37 (revised) # ...* 3,45,^8,000 

l 1937-38 . \. ,3,, 5 1,85, 000 

* • • 

It will be seen that in tjie year 1935-30 jjs compaiM # with 1933-34 
ther£ w ? as a drop and then there was a slight ^rise 1935-3G and next 

year we cxj>eot an increase by about Rs. if, 37, 000. * 

* 

The fixed collections mentioned in the Red Book are from the ]x*r- 
manently-settled estatfs about 94,000 in number.' Besides there are 
temporarily-settled estates, settled, for a varying number o|‘ years some 
40 years, pome 99 years and some for shorter periods. Collections from 
Government estates, estates leased to farmers and tempprarily-yttled 
private estates are made directly by Government. That is the next 
important item. 

Collections from these sources generally depend on the ability of 
th$ tenants to pay and naturally fluctuate with the price of agricul- 
tural produce. This explains the variations under this head from 
1933-34 on ward ft: — 


1933- 34 

1934- 35 

1935- 3G 

1936- 37 
1937,38 * 


Rs. 

69.70.000 

85.20.000. 

93.48.000 

92.00. 000 
92,t)0,000 


The next important item of receipts in the budget is survey and 
settlement oj>erations. This year we expert a receipt of Rs. 22,00,000 
as against Rs. 12,00,000. last year and that is because settlement 
operations in the districts of Dinajpur, Hooghly and Rangpur are 
drawing* to a f lose and the money advanced by Governyient is going 
to be realised. These settlement o]>erntions as the House may be aware 
ar« generally carried on in sections and according to the final publi- 
cation** thfc ‘realisations are taken up. The survey and settlement costs 
due from landlords and tenants in the district of Hooghly, Rangpur 
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and Dinajpur are Rs. 1-14, 1-8 and 1-9 per acfe, Respectively. As 
against the estimated land revenue receipt at Rs/ 3,51,85,000, the esti- 
mated expenditure is Rs! 87,70,000 which w^rks o\*t the cost of manage- 
ment at 10 *7 # per cent, of the total collection. /This compares very 
favourably with th^ov^rkead charges and ettahftshment cost Of some, 
ol the important commercial concerns in tjie cijy which vary between 
35-8 a*d 61-3 l*r ceftt. 8o, Government is Ivory careful in their 
exjienditure on establishments and 4 he result is That we hnv( f been able 

to keep down the overhead charges to nearly l(i*per cent. 

• • ,, • . # •* # 

The (jovernipent, estates in the f khas mahals cover an area of 5,700 
square miles ancl the tfltal vumlier of estates is about 3,954. The 
management of Government estates falls under collection of revenue, 
outlay on improvq^ntfl, rates, capital expenditure on colonisation 
etc. ^The* estimate under collection of revenue is ])ut down at 
Rs. 0,88,000 w4»h works* out to 9*8 per j;ent. of the current demand 
ot Rs. 70,26,000. * «The outlay on improvements for the benefit of, the 
klias mahal tenants falls uftder different heads, viz., drainage, irriga- 
tion, embankments, tanks and wells lor drinking water, repairs of 
roads and bridges; 'clearance of jungles, agricultural improvements and 
huts and markets. There is a further provision of Rs. 1,50,000 for the 
lemoval of ftnJbct pests in Bakarganj district and it is expected that 
by keeping tjie area water free and doing away with insect j>ests, 
Government may, succeed in helping an increased yield in this area of 
over 25 per cent. The capital exjHuiditure on colonisation is estimated 
at Rs. 1,17,000 as against the revised estimate of Rs. 1,05,000 of pre- 
vious year. In the amount provided is included a sum of Rs. 02,000 for 
agricultural improvements and Rs. 12,000 for sanitary improvements, 
the work of colonisation* to which these estimates relate being in the 
Bakerganj and 24-Parganas, Sunderbans and the Chakaria forests in 
the district of Chittagong. The colonisation in the Sunderbans is 
made on the ryotari basis, that is, with the actual cultivators. Up to 
the end of 1936-37 an area of 162 square miles had been cleared and 
improvement at a cost of over Rs. 26,00,000 made. A larger number 
of embankments and sluice gates have been provided, sweet -water tanks 
have been excavated hilts, markets, schools and dispensaries have been 
provided at suitable places at Government <;jq>eu8t*. Tftere are dt pre- 
sent- 97 schools with over 2,684 students. In the colonisation area: of 
Baderkhali-Ghona in Chakaria forests in Chittagong, a number of 
improvements on a co-operative basis was introduced for settlement 
with the landless labour class. The area was divided into three blocks 
of which the first two blodks have been completely improved and the 
third is in hand. It may be interesting to note thatVyer 10(1 bigffas 
of land in the* 24-Parganas were settled with bhsidralok agriculturists 
and five young men of bhulralok class were given lands from, khas 
mahals in Faridpur district. In Chittagong, over 76 acres of Jau^l has 
been settled xjith a graduate bhadralok detenu for cultivation by him, 
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and in Malda 18Q bignas oi land has- been settled with a Muhammadan 

graduate on condition\that Jhe \rt>uld farm the llnd him§elf. 

• • 

The next important item of expenditure is survey and settlement 
opeiaiions. There wL* a provision of about R«. J»9,000*fqr revisioual 
Settlement in the district of Faridpur, but as Government have not \et 
arrived at a final decislm on the qtfestion o{ slanting revisional^ sett le- 
nient after«a period ot I'(> or 27 yeai;s } Government decided to drop the 
proposed operation. Tile only cfistrfct wliere they propose to take up 
re visional spttlement^TlThs year iji the'* tlistrict* jyf Midnapore* and the’ 
main reason why Government propo^ to do so is ^kat jyhen settlement 
operations were carried on in this district, if was done without the 
system of Gujava or field* to field survey, and the re^ik was that the 
iJ‘Cords were not so accurate as in those ar^as wfrerejim survey was done 
under the Gujava system. The land«revenue re visual settlement in 
the district of Midnapore covering about 600, square fifties shows that 
thei£ was a great inclination on the part? of the tenants in this area 
to bring about a settlement of a large number of land disputes and Gov- 
ernment thought that a revisional Settlement in the district would give 
further opportunities k> thfc owners of landed interests in the perma- 
nently-settled areas to bring about a settlement of land disputes in that 
area too. The total demand for major orations of survey and settle- 
ment is As. 14,08,000 and minor settlement operations, *3, 28, 000. In 
a question pul in this House it was alleged that the # rate of enhance- 
ment following settlement operations was very high. For the infor- 
mation of the House I may just mention that in the case of raiyatari 
rents, the rate of enhancement was one anna and 11 pies in the rupee 
anil in the case ot tenure rents 5 annas 10 pies in the rupee. So the 
rate cannot be considered to be very high. Hi this connection I may 
further obsene that Government have come to a decision with regard 
to the cases that had b£en already disposed of and cases which are in 
connection with tenants of estates under the Court of Wards where a 
decision has already been given. Government will review those cases 
and the Court of Wards as landlord will try to give relief to thd tenants 
hr reducing the rate of enhancement- from what has been decreed in 
cases under section 105. The cost of survey ancl settlement operations 
worked 1 out in fl 010 fit R^. 1-11-8 f)ei ■ acre and inspite* of an increase 
in the cost*pf living and Increase in the pay of staff the cost at present 
works out at Re. 1-15 per acre so Government have tried to keep down 
the cost as much as ]x)ssible. Land improvement loan to the extent 
of Rs. 1,80,000 was advanced last year in the district of 24-Parganas, 
Burdwan, Bankifta and Hooghly and this amount was mostly spent in 
excavating tajjJ^s, re-excavating irrigation bunds and canals and in 
sinking tube wells or irrigating paddy fields. * 

Tl»e q^rieultural loan to the extent of Rs. 37,00,000 was distributed 
in the year 1936-37 to the owners and occupiers of arabl^ lands for the 
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relief of distress. It may be interesting to notp tEat during the famine 
relief operations in 1&56 and 1937, 33 buyds vfre re-excavated, 192 
miles of road were improved and 103 miles t)f ro^J were remetalled in 
the district of Bankura whereas HE tanks and hve/rotective bunds were 
re-excavated by # arrangement with* the owners Jid 268 miles of road* 
reconstructed and repaired in* ‘the. district* of Airbhum. Works of 
famine belief in the district of Hooghly consisting 0 f repairs and 
]inprovement to 7#^ miles of kucliSi read and re-excavation of a tank 
k: the Sfjdar subdivision. • Similarly,' 64 old tgufcS were re-excavated, 
26 roads were repaired' and 88 miles ot road were reconstructed in the 
district of Mur&hidjbad. Similarly, famine works were done in the 
district of 24-Jarganan, Burdwan, dessore and Nadia. 

* * ; • 

I In&y nientioi^in this connection that Government have decided 

to introduce a«Ml to amend the Bengal Tenancy Act in this Session 
of the Assembly. *Jihe Bill provides for complete abolition of landlords 
transfer-fee, his right of pifc-emption, abolition of seed ion lf)8A ot the 
Bengal Tenancy Act and proposes *to offer facilities for mutatffm of 
holdings under sePUon 188. There is a previsi^Ti against the realisa- 
tion of abwabs and also to prevent, realisation of rents for lands under 
dilluvion untie* section 186 A. These are the general outlines ot the 
Bill besides several other things. There is also a proposal *to confer 
occupancy -rights on the umlf»r-raivats. Government also propose to 
suspend enhancement of rents till the Commission which they propose 
to appoint submit their report. This Bill is meant for removing some 
of the urgent grievances of the tenants. With regard to the wider 
question, viz., a complete change in the land-tenure system ot the pfo- 
vinee and to enquire inte the working of the jiormanent settlement, it 
is the idea of Government to apjwjifft an impartial and independent 
committee or commissions of enquiry consist iifg of experts, landlords' 
representatives, tenants’ representatives and persons of high judicial 
experience. Sir, the Commission is expected to go into the question 
of the working of the Permanent Settlement, its effect on the economics 
of the province, on the social structure of the province, and on the 
financial position of Government. If it is decided to abolish the Per- 
manent Settlen*ent and see whether it is j^jssihle financially and poli- 
tically to make a State purchase of the highei* interest in lajfd and if it 
is decided to do away with the zemindari sxstem what svstem can he 
substituted in its place. These are the general outlines of the Terras 
of Reference which Government propose to suggest for the proposed 
Commission of Enquiry and theie is a demaifd of Rs! »5() thousand in 
the Miscellaneous Budget and probably in that connection there tfSll 
be a discussioif when I may have an opportunity of placing fuller facts 
before the House for its consideration. This is generally the schpine of 
this Commission and the Government proposal. With these fe # w yords. 
Sir, I beg to ipove the motion which stands in my name. 
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Mr. 8PEAK^R: As Mr. Tamkuddin Khan is not present I think it 
will be only fair if I cfcll the ne^ft member in theft; groups Maulvi Abdul 
Bari to move his resolution, which also covers Nos. 171, 183 and 185. 


Maulvi ABDUL BV<Rlf Sir, 1' beg to move that the demand of 

Its. 3(1,12,000 under thfe head Land Revenue be reduced by Bs.^LOO. 

« * 

Sir, before I # sulffiTiba few words 'in#, support of my motio/i for the 
reduction ot the demand made by th£ Hon'bl4 the Revenue Minister by 
Its. 100 1 owe it to myself, to my constituency a\id to my friends on 
this side of the House — apd I believe to all my fiiends i — ?to offer a word 
©1 congratulation to the Hon’ble the Revenue *Mipi&fer on the historic 
announcement that he has made to-day on the floor <jf the House.* Sir, 
that announcement will be a landmark on the posilio*r«Df the tenantry 
of Bengal. It is well-known 'that for yeais past the* tenants of Bengal 
were groaning under the burden of the lav? of pre-emption, the law of 
trail hi er fee and all those things which were thrust on the unwilling 
heads of the tenuntryV>f Bengal by Government iy'1928 in an unholy 
alliance which was made by the Zemindars -with the Congress group and 
therefore after the announcement ! thinkGt will not life fn the mouth 
not only of myself, nor in the mouth of' my friends of r the Krishak- 
Praja Party nor even the Congress to say that the Bengal Government 
is not going to do anything to relieve the distress and to better the 
conditions of the people of Bengal. I am sure that the announcement 
which has been made on the floor of this House by the Hon’ble Revenue 
Minister is an announcement which can hardly be competed with by 
any other province in the whole of India — b# it Congress province or 
any other. 

Sir, in regard to the motion that I have tabled to-day befoie the 
House I only beg to say that so far as the settlement operations are 
concerned I would only draw the attention of the Hon’ble -Revenue 
Minister to the state of things which prevails in the districts of Bengal 
us a result of the settlement operations that ai'fe going on in different 
districts. The/ public do pot know® as to why these settlement opera- 
tions have'heen thrust upon them the ways and policy of the Govern- 
ment also seem to be inscrutable in this matter. The settlement opera- 
tions are not required, are not demanded or desired by the people of 
Bengal, neither do I understand if the Zemindars also do require it. 
Still it is thrust upon tlidm for what benefit it is for the Government to 
juTrge. . But I sdbmit. Sir. that when it is not the demand of the people, 
it is not the demand of the Zemindars, what necessity' is there for 
Government to introduce these settlement operations at a time when the 
people of Bengal are not getting even two morsels of food to eat and are 
not getting raiment to clothe their children. 
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Sir, so far as the settlement operations are .crtticemed, they involve 
a heavy cost which is a drain nt>t only upon the'purse of the Govern- 
ment itself but also upon the money of the tenants themselves, because 
the tenants have got to pay the cost of the settlerrant operations as we 
know wh'en Tthe district ’settlement 'operations arc/taken up the tenants • 
are made to pay one-third of *1 he tptal cost tha/ was incurred by the 
Government in that behalf* Sir, we can underltand that the Govern- 
ment may have stHne reasons in introducing these district settlement 
operations because^ they may that unless # sA! lenient records are 
prepared it will not b& possible to demarcate their lands properly, it 
will not tfe possible Jbr Government to adjust the conditions prevailing 
between the tenants ami the Government. Therefore it may be argued 
by Government that district settlement operations are a necessity but so 
long §s the district ’settlement pperatiorts were required that mighf 
have been a ’ne^^sily, but where is the necessity for the revisional 
settlement, where the necessity for tli5 * maintenance of sell lenient 

operations, whtere^is the ffeeessity for the major and minor operations 
that are going on in the districts of Dinajpur and Rangpur and, af just 
now said by the Hoo’ble Revenue Minister, udiicl^re going to he taken 
up soon in the district of Midnapore. Therefore 1 say that the action 
taken by Gove»nment in introducing Hie settlement (tperations in those 
districts in not at all warranted and that the Government is* actually 
making the people to swallow* a bitter pill which they are reluctant 
to swallow. Moreover, Sir, 1 would submit, that those who live in 
mofussil know very well that the settlement operations cause too much 
harassment to the people. There are several stages involved and the 
troops of Amins — they are just like military troops who are forced to 
he led and maintained by. the people of the district through which they 
pass — these Amins also are somethin's to he fed by the people of the 
village in which they choose to remain. I nfay also tell the House 
that then activities are also sometimes questionable because they have 
got to live at the house of a particular man and naturally their leanings 
will be towards that particular man, his relatives and his neighbours 
and thereby corruption is also introduced in the system. 

Sir, I would further submit that there are several stages of settle- 
ment operations? Once they are unTlertakeii’Hiey may taae gven f) to 7 
years to complete and one can* easily imagine how much people have got 
to spend in looking after these operations, for unless they are watchful 
they may find all their rights and privileges which existed in the land 
have gone over to some others and to recover \vhioh tlicjy might have to 
get into a series of litigation. Hor these reasons also I submit that 
settlement operations in districts are not at all required. 

Sir, the Hoq’ble Revenue Minister has said that certain kind of 
settlement operation is going on in the district of MurshiduJjful.j In 
the district of Murshidabad settlement operations were completed in 

10 
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the year 1922, hut we hear again that these operation are going on in 
that district and in xhe thanas of R&ninagar/Domkal, and Jnlangi. 
It is also reported tl/at wDfen the people who are surveying these lands 
are questioned as to the reason why they have come, they maintain 
a stoic silence over tie matter. We expect tha^a statement will be 
made by the Hon’ble \ Revenue Minister as to why thes’e operations are 
going on, as to who till se people are and why they do not tell tin people 
whose lands are being surveyed. ' Then again. Sic, there is another 
thing which I wantwo J.ell the House., gamely, that the result of these 
operations involve the people in serious litigations that crop up as a 
result of proceedings under section 105 and section 106 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. It is well-known to the members of this House that 
^whenever a settlement operation is undertaken jnvariably the Zemindars 
institute cases under section 105 for enhancemen?"bf rent thereof and 
in fact there is no case in which some sort of enhanc&ge^t is not granted 
to the Zemindars. 1 would submit, Sir, Ijiat the tenants of Bengal are 
already rack-rented and they cannot any longer bear the burden of the 
heavy rent with which they have been assessed, and after all these if the 
enhancement goes m. evejy 15 years it will he impossible for the 
tenantry of Bengal to live long and to maintain their existence. I 
would also submit that I he result of taking of proceedings under section 
105 does not end there but it goes on appeal to the District Judge’s 
(hurt and it goes up to the Hon’lde High Court as is known 1 to the 
members of the Hon’ble High ('ourt. who are also sitting here 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I know, Sir, who are the 
members of the Hon’ble High (’ourt ? 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, the leader of the 
Congress Group, is a Counsel who belongs to the High Court and who 
practises in the High Court. F know there is a ruling of the late 
Sir Ashutosh Mukherji in which Advocates, Pleaders and Counsel have 
been classed as members of the Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER:, Mr. Bari, I hope you aie not confusing between 
officers ofuCourt and officers of Government. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Then, Sir, the Hon’ble Revenue Minister 
referred to the settlement operations that are going on in the district of 
Midnapore. So far as tne district of Midnapore is concerned, of course 
we are not aware what is going on there, hut just before we were enter- 
ing the Chamber a leaflet was being distributed to the 'members of the 
Legislature and from a perusal of that leaflet we find that protests have 
beeipmode by the people of Midnapore against the settlement operations 
in that district. 
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In that leaflet we find that district settlement .operations were taken 
up in the district of Midnapore*in the year 191 (w and now Government 
propose to continue regional settlement ^operations in that district 
which commenced from the year 1933. In that Ir/flet we also find that 
in the present budget * Gove rnmertt have also provided for a sum o£ 
Rs. 2,10,000 to* carry on the* settlement uperayons in the district of 
Midna^pre. Now whe*n a protest has been madejyv the people of Bengal 
and the zemindars of Midnapore d<j nqf, want the settlement # operation, 
what is the necessity to incur such ' a, heavy cjkH of Rs. 2,10,000 in 
getting Phe revisionalVsettlemenl done there which is* not ^required at 
Midnapofe. TlrerefTfre pn that ground too I would submit that, just 
as a measure of disapproval *of the action of Government in taking up 
the settlement* operations, the demand made* by the Uon’ble Revenue 
Miniver l*e reduce* ?>v Rs. lfft). • * 

• m 

Mr. ABDdLLA^L-tfAHMOOD: Sir* while supporting the motion 
of Mr. Abdul Harj, I do not like to inflict a long speech on the House, 
but would say a few words about the pernicious method of the Settle- 
ment operations. *}Ve know that arguments ar^* often advanced that 
settlements operations are undertaken for the purpose of providing' the 
tenantry of Bengal with some* documents in regard to lands they possess. 
Hitherto, iliese tenants it is suggested, had no documents of their own 
except that tTiey had to depentl upon the cliita and paitlias of the land- 
lords, but we see that these documents which the Government propose 
to give to the tenants are of no help and are practically useless. From 
the very beginning when the settlement, operations are undertaken a sort 
of questionable affair goes on from top to bottom. AVe see from sec- 
tions 101 to 109 of the Bengal Tenancy Act that at every stage there 
are difficulties and there are various 'ways by which the money of the 
poor tenants are drained. • 

Next, Sir, 1 beg to submit that at the final stage of settlements, that 
is to say, when the record of righls are prepared a sort of abuse is practi- 
cally practised in its preparation. As a result of this, innumerable 
suits crop up and these are filed in the civil courts. It is found that the 
tenants sometimes tight amongst themselves and th^se documents, 
namely, the chifas and paithas, art* again called for in only to prove 
their respective claims. So I *say that these operations cause* a drainage 
of the resources of the Government as well as of the tenants. But only 
they may prove some advantage to the landlords, as immense power is 
vested under 103 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, With these words I 
support the motion of Mr. Abdul Bari. %* 

• 

Babu NACENDRA HATH 8EN: While I wholeheartedly support 
Mr. Abdul Bari as regards the nature of the operations which aj$ cjyried 
on when settlement is undertaken in a district, I beg to disagree with 
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him as regards titilityt of tliese operations. I ha t ve heard it always said 
that the finally published record of rights is assort of Magna Charta to 
the poor tenants in .this country of ours. There was formerly no law 
of registration and krauts of land were frequently made without any 
' written documents; tfie tenants did not possess any documents *bv which 
they could assert theij rights to any tract of hyid. The salutary pro- 
visions of, Chapter X q. the Bengal Tenancy Act have to a larg^ extent 
removed that difficulty. T agret wrth Mr. Bari whefi he says that after 
the settlement gperalio^s had been corned On pnd the record $-of-rights 
are finally published, there crop up, a large number of litigations under 
105 and 100 but that is not due to the settlement operations but that is 
due to the existence of sections 105 and 10f> on the statute book. There 
*is already a proposal for the abolition of ,the ri^-lit^of lands for enhance- 
ment of rent; and if that is effected /here can possibly be n?) .objection 
to the inauguration of the settlement operations uwier Chapter X in 
ar^as where they were never undertaken? From *p>V experience I can 
say that the system of land tenure is verV intricate in the district of 
Bakarganj. After t lie final publication of the settlement records-of- 
rights in that distruV aiftl some time after in ,V.M)7 or thereabouts, 
Although tliere cropped up a large number of suits under sections 105 
and 100, ultimately it was found that ‘the settlement 'records were 
looked upon as a settler of all disputes between the, landlords and 
tenants. After the final publication of" t lie settlement records four or 
five munsiffV courts were withdrawn from the district of Bakarganj as 
there was no necessity any longer of these courts. 

Sir, I wholeheartedly agree with Mr. Abdul Bari when he described 
the cost of the settlement operation. It is well-known that in every 
district the estimates for the realisation of the settlement costs from the 
tenants and various grades of landlords are often overdrawn and in every 
district there always remain a surplus at least of 33 per cent, after all 
the expenses have been met. Government have not yet said what they 
do with that surplus. Tn the leaflet 1 have got, as regards Midnapore 
it is stated that in H)(l7 and 1 5)1 S- 1 f) the cost of the settlement was 
charged at il()A annas per acre as against Re. 1-15 which had been 
charged for kjias mahal tenants. In that matter an explanation is due 
from the Hoh’ble Revenue Minister as to why was i't that in 11117-18 
the cost a'mounted to 1 0 A annas per aerd and why all of a sudden in 
recent years the cost has trebled to Re. 1-15. In this connection the 
Hon’ble Revenue Minister will be pleased to give us an explanation as 
to why after an experience of the settlement operations in a large 
jnimlier of disk-ids extending over a quarter of a century the estimates 
are still very high. As regards the realisation, he should state whether 
tliere should not be any standard for reducing the ultimate expenses 
Involved in these cases. Then, as regards the inclination of the amins 
and gu'zarah officers towards those persons in whose houses they live is a 
matter which can be rectified and remedied after proper enquiry. 
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Mr. Abdul Bari seems to think that jhe settlement operations are not 
beneficial to the interests of th^ tenants, but I trnnk he would be better 
informed if he studied the history of the Settlement operations in all 
districts in which they had been previously undertaken. From my own 
experience *of Khulna * and the neighbouring/ districts of .Tessorej 
Bakarganj and Faridpur 1 cafl Very well say tlm the settlement opera* 
tions have been of incalculable value to the tenlntn. They now knou 
what lands they jiossess and their .own title and rights to the pieces of 
.land which they lipid. So Mr k Abdul Bari can^iofrsay that these settle* 
ment operations should be done awn/ with. The question is whether 
the actudl cost bf tM operations cannot be reduced, whether of the cost 
of realisation a # s regards the proportion of the tenants and several grades 
of landlords cannot be Revised and the tenants' portion should not 1*? 
less tfian*what it is charged *by # the Revenue Department. That is a 
matter which is to enquiry. Then, the further question remains 

as to whet he/ there .is a provision for en liftfl cement of reduction of rent, 
whether recourses to sedtiftns l()o and 10(1 are cheaper, speedier "and 
more economical than the cost of litigation in the civil courts, in inspect 
of cases arising utjder those sections, bolh # the # 1enants and the land- 
lords have the right of appeal to the district courts and of taking these 
appeals before* the Hon’lde High CoiTrt. Therefore the apprehension of 
Mr. AbduJ Bari as regards Wic undue advantage to the landMrd or the 
disadvantage to the tenanfry vanishes. So, whil n l agree with 
Mr. Abdul Bari That the cost of the settlement operations should be 
reduced, I think that there should be a better provision for the housing 
of settlement amins in order that they may not be influenced by the 
persons in whose houses they live and 1 think that these matters should 
be investigated. I cannot, however, agree with Mr. Bari that these 
settlement operations are not wanted either b\ the landlords or by the 
tenants. • 

At this stage the Assembly was adjourned for lo minutes. 

(After adjournment.) 


Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker' Sir, we on this side of 
the House also are not in favour of settlement operations which Gov- 
ernment has under contemplation. Mr. Abdul Bari has shown beyond 
doubt that it is not only not essential from the point of view of the 
tenants or from the point of view of the landlords, it isrfflso not essential 
from the point of view of Government, and, therefore, it is absolutely 
unnecessary. ^Though I thank Mr. Abdul Bari for bringing in such a 
motion, yet I must say that whatever his views might !be on tire sub- 
ject, his is a cry in the wilderness, and he will soon be disilkisiojed to 
know that th# Government is not going to accept our suggestions ia 
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this matter. It 'is saJI/Sir, that the ,preparati»n of record-of-rights, 
as a result of settlement operations, is a beneficial measure for the 
tenants at large. Ifitliat is really the view of Government, we would 
have lent our supportYto the proposal had it not bu/denefl tjie ^tenantry 
at large with the hu^e expenditure that it involves. .The settlement 
operations involve hugfc expenditure, which ultimately falls on the 
shoulders of the tenan/ry at large. These operations have mfmerous 
stages, and in each stage the cultivating tenant is harassed beyond any 
reason in every f matter* In the initial stage amius like hordes of* 
locusts prey upon the cultivators. They make tlie .acquaintance of the 
cultivators in the fields, and for this purpose they -give notice in their 
own peculiar way. They /lo not care whether the* notices. actually reach 
trtie tenants or not. They are only concerned wvthjlp 1 fact, whether the 
tenants present themselves at the tinm of the operations. The. tenants 
are illiterate; they do not keep any infoimation on w r tatc particular day 
their land is going to he surveyed b\ tlier a nuns. general notice is 
only given in some conspicuous place — peVlfaps in f lie ' offices of the 
District Officer, or the Suhdi visional Officer, or in the office of the 
President of the Uifipn Voard, or at the t liana office. From these 
notices, of course, we cannot expect that our cultivators, ignorant as 
they arc, would go to these offices* 'and keep information* a*, to on what 
partieulai day the annus lequire them. r.U sometimes happens, Sir, 
that although the tenants are there on thV fixed date, the annus fio not 
measure their land on that da\ and they come aw a\ * without knowing 
on what particular da\ their land wil] be measured, and they do not 
get any notice for the second time. In this way the tenants are harassed 
and for each day of non-attendance the tenants are penalised. They 
have to go a long distance to the htiUa to sho ( w reason why they could 
not presen 1 themselves on a particular date, and even if they show 
reasonable cause for Ilnur absence still they ( annot avoid the penalty, 
so that when these operations go on much injustice is done to the tenants. 
The mnins generally take shelter in the houses of influential men in the 
villages and at the instance of these influential people they, perform 
their work. Therefore, whoever can satisfy these amins privately and 
can fill their pockets he atom* can expect to get justice at their hands; 
otherwise not. f Then, again, even after these operations are finished, 
much litigation ensues. t They have to appear before the Settlement 
Ofli eers under sections lOfi, 10f>, etc., and they have to attend those 
offices which are generally situated at a great distance from their homes, 
and at great expense. Now, Sir, in view of this acute distress pievail- 
ing iu 111 e country, is it. desirable on the part of Government to go on 
wjth these operations ? Whether it is proper of Government to look to 
tlie welfare of the tenants and to see, as a matter of facf, whether they 
are getting on well, or whether it is the business of Government to carry 
on operations no matter whether the tenants can afford to pay the cost 
of lh>* settlement operations — this is the question, Sir, that I ask. As 
regards the question of recovery of cost, the Hon’lble Minister has given 
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us hope that the tenants will get sufficient time &>r that; hut, Sir, our 
experience is that they do not g£t sufficient time. At present the culti- 
vators are in a very bad predicament ; they have not got even a pice to 
spend. They are not in a position to do that. I*! view of these facts, 
that the ’tenants^ in their millions a*re starving, I /think, Sir, the settle-* 
rnent operations might wait without pny detriment to any of the interests 
concerned. My friend* Mr/ Abdul Bari lias shown that these settlement 
operations are unnecessary. Even;if however (Government think that 
it is at all necessary, then, of course, it can wait till the return of 
normal times. After Hie* much-talked-of amendment* of 4he Bengal 
Tenancy Act has Ibefoim} a law amf after the new Act has improved the 
prospects of the cultivating “tenants, let them undertake these opera- 
tions then amf not till then. So, my submission is that neither 
rev ^iitfial •settlement? nor any kind of settlement wliatsoever is the 
tiling that is wan \H now. All fhesc things should be pul off till the 
cultivators ar£ placed in *a better condition. With these few words, 
Sir, I give my wholeheant^f support to the motion of Maulvi Abdul 
Bari. * 


Dr. COBIflDA CHANpRA BHAWMIK: Sir, our Revenue 
Minister has demanded Rs. # 2,10,000 for revisional settlements this 
year in Midflapore. Govermwent has already commenced settlement 
operations in 1lie«klias mahals along with Bahali and Nispv land. In 
1933, this work had been tinished and recoveries had been realised, 
and people have paid their demands in spite of heavy odds. As you 
know, Sir, Midnapore b a very big paddy district, and year before 
last, owing to scarcity and failure of crops, in many portions of tlie 
district — particularly in Sutabata — relief operations were necessary. 
From Calcutta the Manvari Relief Society commenced relief operations 
and Government also gave a loan of Rs. (>0,(t0(); this loan has how- 
ever been realised tins year. So that people have made full payments 
for settlement operations in kbas mahal lar^ds. After this repayment 
of the loan and the settlement, dues they find themselves in a straitened 
condition, which is daily going from bad to worse. They cannot, get 
even two meals a day. They are in a most pitiable plight, for they 
cannot get theit loans for the establishment of The l^bt Settlement 
Boards. In 1917-18 there were settlement operations in M#clnapore in 
which w T e find that per acre the expenditure realised from the parties 
was annas 10-G pies whereas this year Government, realised as much as 
Rs. 1-15 per acre. So, there is a big difference, in spite of the fact that 
at that time, viz., in 1917-18, paddy was sold at a njrteh higher rate 
than it is now. But now the cultivators are bound to pay a *gmiter 
cost even with*the prices of paddy being so much reduced. From the 
beginning of 1930 up to this time, there has been no recovery fmn t^e 
general economic depression. People are not able to maintain ^hem- 
selves. They cannot get even two meals a day; they cannot make their 
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both ends meet.* Suali .is their condition, Sir. # People of the district 
do not want any kinrr of settlement operations whatsoever — neither the 
cultivators, nor the landlords. And nobody likes it, but still Govern- 
ment is going to thnust it upon them. We, on behalf *of these culti- 
vators, beg that this\oourse should 'not be taken. There is already a 
record-of-rights which has been corrected at great cost, and there is no 
reason why it should jbe corrected again this year. Everybody con- 
cerned knows, Sir, what settlement, operations meai. People have to 
pay heavily for them. Mr. Abdul. Bari has given a very grajdiic 
description' of these settlement ’operations, dt ‘‘cannot be denied that 
the amins realise money in various ways, aiyl Ky putting 'peojde to 
various sorts of harassment. Even after' the dues have been paid by 
Jhe tenants, they get involved in litigation. Such is their fate! After 
U long struggle people have come to the* normal Condition ; #>o. wd) at is 
the necessity of a fresh revisional survey? I appf&l^to this House in 
the name of the people whr .are most distressed to ^eni(*mber that the 
terrunts and the cultivators do not at all r^piire any settlement ojiera- 
tions r< 1 hope, therefore, that the Hon’lble Minister will be pleased 
to omit this item from his budget so that the amount can be utilized bi 
better purposes withofit giving trouble to the people. Otherwise, this 
will prove to be another oppression. We are al ready f subjected to 
various s,orts of oppression in our district. We know what Government 
is and what Government wants. If .Government, wants regional 
operations after 1937, 1 hope that it won’t follow the old methods. 

As regards tin* practical value of these operations, I might say that 
had there not been any settlement, whatever in 1917, i.e., 20 years 
before, we would ha\e no object ion now. So, we do not want any 
further settlement operations now. Further, if there he settlement 
operations carried on in spite of the people's protest, wdiat will he the 
effect? Some zemindars will take advantage of section 105 in spite 
of the prevailing economic depression. They will try to realise more 
rents under the Bengal Tenancy Act in the case of sthithiban or 
occupancy raiyats. Therefore, I pray that if there he any revision of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act in the near future, if there is any such demand 
on the part, of the peojde, then Government may press the matter again, 
i.e., when Ihe people's condition may have improved. So, I hope the 
Hon’lble Minis'.er will noi^hrust this engine of oppression on us, as we 
hope this Vi'll prove to be in our present state. And I hope that the 
Hon ’hie Minister will give us an assurance that he will he good enough 
to omit this revisional operation from his programme. 

With these t few r words, Sir, I support the motion of my honourable 
friend Mnulvi Abdul Bari. 

, Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: I entirely agree with my friend from 
Midifcapefre with regard to his remarks about revisional settlement 
there. I believe while Mr. Sen was arguing in favour, of settlement 
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he had in his mind the district settlement operations. We feel that 
there is no necessity of revisioftal settlement. We do not want revi- 
sional settlement. It is a thing of luxui\ at *tlie present moment. 
Bengal cannot afford to have it when Bengal n*ods more money for 
many othef things such as primary education and money for thei 
beneficiary departments. As fire district settlement operations are over 
in Bengal and in every district the record of rights is complete, there 
is no use going for a revisional settlement. Tenants will have to pay 
87 i per cent, of the total .cost wi»th interest. If we stop the revisional 
settlement in Midnapcfre ihat wfll mraii curtii?lment fit the settlement 
staff to a* very greatVxtjmt. AVc have even sympathy with those who 
may !be thrown out of. employment, but our sympathy for the tenants 
should be greater, and we must stop this rAusional settlement which 
is soig^hing like % a •luxury. •! think this will also save the cost (k 
maintaining, the oftice of the Director of Land Records. We propose 
therefore that*no\^ that the reeord-of-rigLUis complete in every district 
there should be no IVvisioinjl settlement. The money that will be frhus 
saved can be utilised in other nays. 

• / 

Kumar SHiB SHEKHARE8WAR ROY: Tlie statement made by 
the Hon’ble* Itevenue Minister regarding the proposed amendment of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act which wants to abolish the snhiuu ofi transfer 
undoubtedly strikes a staggering blow to the inherent right of the 
landlords to the ownership of land. I could never think that a respon- 
sible Government would so lightly deal with a serious matter like this. 
And the pity of the thing is that a representative of the landed 
interests should have been a party to it. This decision has bwn 
evidently forced by the •Moslem coalition (cries of “no,” “no”) and 
though I congratulate the coalition-* — 9 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, in this motion are we dis- 
cussing the general demand or the amendment? 


Mr. SPEAKER: .Vs a matter of fact when an amendment is moved 
not only the amendment is under ^discussion but. the general demand 
can also be touched upon in # thut connection.. Mr. Abdul Bari is just 
as entitled to congratulate tbe Ilon’ble Minister on his action as Kumar 
Shib Shekhareswar Roy to condemn him. 


Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR ROV: Sir, I thmgh I con- 
gratulate the coalition on its dictatorial control over the Ministry, I 
cannot but view with horror and dismay at the trend of things in 
Bengal. The majority community is riding roughshod over the-rigl^ts 
of minorities. What strikes me as extraordinary is that th# .Ministry 
consulted only the Moslem coalitionists (Question) and ignored other 
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sections of the House ^including , the Europeans, jbef ore they came to a 

decision about it. * • 

• • * 

In this connection I shall be failing in my duty if 1 jlo not explain 
f the position of the landholders. To deprive the landholders • of their 
share of salami will be an encroachment of a serious nature on the 
right of ownership of the landh(Hders. Befoft the passing^ of the 
amendment of the Ber/gal Tenancy .Act in 1928, th^ highest courts of 
the land held that t^e tenant had no^ right, of transfer and that such 
transfers amounted to UA abandonment <5f the, lig^din^. Tranters were 
an unknown thing even about 30 years ago. Th«* lan/lholdess sternly 
refused to recognise the transfer of a holding to *ii non-agriculturist. 
Then gradually the lure «of salami offered Iby the purchasers tempted 
ijune of the landholders to recognise sufli transfer* on payjnent of a 
heavy premium. There was however *no regular r%te for such salami . 
Big landholders, however, ^ould not afford to haggle ft^er every case 
of salami : so gradually some of them fix£d regiThlr scple of fees for 
the guidance of the parties and their own staff. The. Bengal Tenancy 
Act Amendment Committee which 'sat for over two years very carefully 
considered the situation find following the growing custom in the 
matter recommended a legal sanction for such transfers. The Com- 
mittee was fully conscious of the fact thaf a serious encroachment was 
being nmde on the right of the landholders and made proyisfons which 
very materially safeguarded the rights of the landholders. The Com- 
mittee consisted of representatives of landholders and tenants, 
eminent lawyers and experienced settlement officers of the Government 
with the late Sir .John Kerr as its chairman (cries of “exploiters”). I 
d(t not know who the exploiters are. Now, Sir, the recommendations 
of the Committee were passed into law in 1928 after very careful con- 
sideration Iby the Legislature. It 4 is hardly fair to reopen the question 
so soon and take away ‘not only a vested right but also an income of 
aJbout ^ crore of rupees iby a show of arbitrary will. 

The IJon’ble Mr. KazluJ Huq declared the other day on the floor of 
the House that he did not recognise the Governor and that he will 
carry everything before him with the help of hi^ coalition party. That 
was a. very bold statement. But he is very much mistaken if he thinks 
that he ha^lbeen licensed tM ride roughshod over our rights. He forgets 
that to safeguard the interests of his community, a majority community 
in Bengal, he had to secure a special electorate for them. He wants to 
rule us in the name of democracy when he was afraid of a common 
electorate. Let him an$ his party beware that any act of injustice 
dpne to the minority will shake the very foundation of the constitution. 
With regard to us the Governor have very substantial power reserved 
to him. In our case at least he cannot ignore the Governor and if 
justice fails us here, let him and his party bear in mind that their 
actions aft bound to be reconsidered in all their aspects by the superior 
authority both here and in England. g • 
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Khan Bahadur HAjSHEM ALI KUAN: 1 ^ad ifb mind to take 
part in the discussion Maulvi Abdul Bari’s motion; but after the 
very lengthy and written speech of Kunfar SRibshekliareswar Roy 
casting aspersitm on % the 9 coalition Muslim group and on those persons of 
the other group, who welcomed the very benevolent utterance and the* 
significant statement \vhich t fie lUm’ble the Revenue Minister made 
on the floor of this House to safeguard the right^of the highjy exploit- 
ed poor tenantry df Bengal, I though# that lliat utterence would fall 
like a boyib, shell on tlm laifdlorjs j>f Bengal. 1^ \fm go into the history 
of the landlords of BeAgifl, you will find that the\ had no* right ovei 
the land of the eoynlrv. They weic meielv appointed as collectors 
and officers by .the Ea*t India (’ompan\. \v (‘(dlected t ho rent and 
were entitled to 10 or ^0 percent. as collection charges which cam* 
to alxftiT Rs. 8 croies. But flies; now claim IN. IT oi Rs. 18 mores; 
they also realist j*mous othei thing" fioni the pool tenants of Bengal. 
Wind have the\ 4(Hie foi* the impi<>\ eiedifl of the land!*' lla\e they 
done anyth ing*and have* tlfeT spent a single coirrit' for the poor tenants 
of Bengal, while at the same time eveiy l’» \cai>. the laws of the # land 
weie revised and whom!*' b\ the landlords fhcmsclvc,'* and other 
interested people posing as repiesentatives of the tenantry in the then 
Council. They passed the Bengal Tenancy Act in their own interest, 
and they did not care for thu poor peasants. They exploited *the poor 
peasaiftn of Tlengal for 100 vt^irs, but 1 think they have now* awakened 
and are able to look after their own interest and the present Cabinet 
is trying to do nothing but mere justice. Kumar Shib Shekbareswar 
Ray knows that in the year 1928 when the Bengal Tenancy Act was 
lefeired to a Select Committee (lie was a member of that Committed) 
what pait was played by the zemindars in that Committee and how 
it was passed m that House and how many ot tin* Congressmen who 
now* declaie to be the friends of the people ami representatives of tin* 
people joined hands with the poor peasant r\ of Bengal. Tlie\ also 
joined bunds with tin* zemindais and passed the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment! Bill of 1928. * 

Sii, tin ough you 1 yant to say one thing* to the Bengal zemindars 
that the time is not far off w hen their very existence .will be found 

, i • i 

difficult to maintain. What they are doing*To the tenants^ They are 
taking the money of the tenants who an* toiling in villages and are 
spending it in big -cities miles and mile- uwn\ and in molor cars. 
They are not curtailing theii luxuries an inch and lliey are doing 
nothing* for the improvement of tin* poor peasantry. . And, Sir, now 
they < orne and sav that their vested inteiests are being affected by tly* 
statement mad;* by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister. Tlie statement of 
the Hon’ble Minister removes some of the grievances of the tenantry 
but we want more: we do not expect to get more within this Session, 
but time will come when w T e will get all we want and the exfat eribe of 
the landlords %*ill be removed within a short time (hepr, hear). 
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As for the raotioi^, Sir, regarding settlement operations, I want to 
say about the kb as Ttiabal area in mv district — the district of Bakar- 
ganj. T think most of the members of this House is aware that survey 
and settlement operations take place in khas mahal ^veiy 15 years 
• which lead to an enhancement of rent by <S annas per nif)ee 'which is 
most horrible. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister is aware that the 
khas mahal area in the district of Bakarganj is comprised* of two 
kinds, namely, the (tlmr area, and the Kunderbai*s area. The Char 
area is formed of big lands in the Bay of Bengal and the Sunderbans 
area which; as is well known, is* full of jungle and abounds with Royal 
Bengal tigers. The poor people who have no land cut the Jungles in 
that area and make it tit for habitation. 'Still, Sir, eveiy 15 years after 
pie rent is increased and over and above that the Government of Bengal 
'passed a new Act declaring -the Aracano.se and the Burmese *who live 
in that area as aboriginal tribes. As for the ■Olftff area- lands, these 
are settled in the winter neuron when t lie irVer recedes \'md as soon as 
th& month of April or March comes the & v «a is submerged in water — 
in seme place knee-deep and in some place 10 feet in water — which 
cannot be brought under cultivation, and the people have no land to 
live on and no house 1 dwell during that period. * This state of things 
lasts for 10 or 15 years till another settlement comes, npd they have 
to pay rmit and purchase land. This sort of fraud, this suit of decep- 
tion is being perpretrated on the poor tenants in the collfction <*f rent. 
I* can cite one example in this connection Only*' last year a Sub- 
Deputy Collector has been appointed as Assistant Khas Mahal Officer be- 
cause the previous Khas Mahal Officer was an old man and would check 
extortion of money from the tenants. This Special Officer uses all sorts 
of vile means of oppression on the tenants for realising rent, and the 
people are panic-stricken. If thjs thing goes on the Khas Mahal wu’U 
collapse at least in the district of Bakarganj within a very short time. 
I do not know what attitude the Government is taking in this matter. 
Settlement operations should he stopped at least till hettei conditions 
come hack 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, Mr. Abdul 
Bari in course of bis speech said that the settlement operation^ were 
thrust upon tfce tenants Bengal *and the landlords of Bengal not for 
their benefit but for the benefit either of -the department or of someone 
else. I would just request the House to remember that before the dis- 
trict settlement operations in different districts were undertaken there 
was no correct record of rights in the province of the various landed 
interests and tins was often a fruitful source of litigation between land- 
lords tind tenants, between tenants and tenants, and rival claimants of 
interests in land. The record-of -rights has got a presumptive value 
and there are instances where costly and ruinous litigations have been 
avoided zvitli the help of the settlement records. So, whatever might 
be said of the cost and the trouble of survey and settlement it can never 
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be denied that ultimately these records are for the benefit of all con- 
cerned. Sir, m a province wlieit; almost one-thinf of the revenue comes 
from land and where 95 per cent, or over W pe* cent, of the people 
depend on land for % their subsistence, I think it is only meet and proper 
that there should be correct record* of rights and 1 venture to say that, 
the public of Bengal have got t^ery, reason to be grateful to the memory 
of late*Sir Charles Beatsdn Bell for the introduction of this system 
of survey and settlement. ; • 

Sir, as regards# the ,cosf, I ka^ occasion to ^oiht out in my opening 
speech that it does yotWceed 10 apnas per bighas or Re. 1-14 per acre 
that is payable in equal shares by the landlords and tenants. So, the 
cost cannot be. said to* be a very high one. 

Sir, the next qu^tiftn is jvhether Government should proceed with 
the revisional settl^nent or not. • As I had occasion to observe in mov- 
ing the dennyftl 5hat Government could not come to a filial decision 
on this policy, bt?Vit is w^l known that these records of rights^be- 
come out of date* after 2(1 or 2o years. That has been the finding of 
our revenue experts, that lias been* the finding of llie Tlon'ble # IIigh 
Court and as a very large amount has n<*v spent in preparing the 
record of rights, apart from the utility of their maintenance, 1 think 
for that re a sot) alone it is lfocessary that the records should he main- 
tained and lyept up to date. • Fm various leasoiis they go out* of date: 
<‘hange in ownership, change in tlie configuration of the land, change 
in the classification of the land, change of ownership due to succession 
and sale and for other reasons the rocoid gets out of date. 

Sir, the demand under the head “Survey and Settlement” may be 
divided into two classes, namely, major operations and minor opera- 
tions. Major operations* are meant for revisional settlement, and dis- 
trict settlement that is to three districts where for the first time survey 
and settlement operations have been taken up. * Dinajpur, TTowrah and 
Rangpur. These districts had no record of rights, so they have got 
to be completed and have provided for a grant of nearly Rs. 2 lukhs 
for revisional settlement in the district of Midnapore. As I had occa- 
sion to point out, when the original settlement operations weie taken 
up in the district of ilidnapore, settlement was done without the sys- 
tem of Bujarat*; so the records *ere not #^uite *accurlte and {hat is 
one of the main reasons why •Government consider that reviHonal settle- 
ment should he first started in that district, besides the fact that nearly 
GOO square miles are under temporary settlement. r J he land revenue 
settlement in that area has been already completed and the owners of 
landed interest in that area took advantage of the revjsional settlement 
in settleing land disputes; so Government thought that after revisional 
settlement is taken up in the rest of the district it w r ill he really in 
the interest and to the benefit of the public at large. • 

But, Sir, I may announce here that out of deference to -the ^visbes 
of my friends of this House, Mr. Abdul Bari and others, who have 
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spoken in support of the motion against revisional settlement and out 
of deference to the Wishes of my friends opposite Goyernment have 
decided not to proceed with revisional settlement operations in Midna- 
pore. Sir, but this ‘involves a very unpleasant duty, namely, the dis- 
charge of a very large settlement S'fcaff : over* one* thousand will have 
to be discharged this year and almost the same number next year, and 
I hope Government will not be blamed for accepting this decision at 

the instance of the House. , 

< , * 

Mr. SAUTOGH KUMAR B,ASU: ''But it , will ' be keepihg eleven 
Minister in office. * t f 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS* Sir, even if 
iwiee the amount that is paid to the eleven Ministers is gijfejiJJor the 
purpose it will not keep these two thousand peopl^in employment. 

So, Sir, Government. is« responsive and the cry,. is not the cry in 
wilderness according to Knzi Emdadul Ilaqiitf*. In" course of his speech 
lie made certain vague allegations and certain insinuations against the 
settlement staff, against the amin. If he would k/ndly bring specific 
instances to my nolife or to the notice of the .Revenue Department 
Government would he pleased to hold a thorough enquiry into eases 
of hardship caused to those tenants. This much assurance I can give. 

As regards section 105 cases I pointed out that the rate of enhance- 
ment was practically nominal in most cases. So l‘do not think that 
they will cause hardship apart fiom the sentimental point of view. 
The land revenue revisional settlement operations are undertaken at 
every 20th or 22ml vear and that is necessary, because the land which 
was first class might have deteiioraled in coyisc of time and the land 
which was unVulturahle might have become culturahle in the mean- 
time. So an adjustment of rent had become necessary because of the 
changes in the classification of the land and the rise and fall in the 
price of the food-stutfs. If then* are instances of enhancements, there 
may also lie instances of "relief to tenants where it is found, that the 
price of cultural produce has gone down in the meantime. So revi- 
sional settlements are not. always a matter of hardship to the culti- 
vators. It m$y be ft source of relief to them as well. ^ 

Khan Bahadur llashein Ali Khan in .course of his speech said that 
in the klms mnlial area in Rakarganj Government, has been enhancing 
the rent after every land revenue revisional settlement operation and 
the result is that the incidence of rent has become very high and the 
burden is almost unbearable by the tenantry, if I could follow r bis 
Speech, correctly. I would mention for the information of the House 
that the average rent of land per acre of a raiyat is Rs*. 3-2 in an area 
wher^ it is a fixed rent, i.e., not liable to enhancements; whereas in 
areas where the rent is liable to enhancements the rate of rent is 
Rs. 5-13. So it does not show’ much difference, only As. 11. That 

f 
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certainly proves conclusively that Government .has not# been enhancing 
rents without gny consideration of the economic interest of the tenantry. 

* • 

Mr. SURE/4DRA MOHAN MOITRA: I doubt whether the rents 
mentioned are correct. * • 

* t , 

The JHon'ble Sir BIJOY PRAsAd SINGH ROY: Sir, it is very 
easy to doubt but it is very diffi«ult t to controvert facts. *Sir, with 
these few words I oppose tjie cut jui^ion and T hope my hon’ble friend 
Mr. Abdul Bari in* vie\\^of the*at\noun*ement if have ntade with regard 
to the survey and seVleipent. operafions in Midnapore, will see his way 
to withdraw the cuf nation. • 

* i 

MsuiLri. ABDUL BJTrI : 9 n view of. the veiy definite assurances 

given by the bJoiCbie the Revenue Minister 1 beg leave to withdraw 
my motion. (&au filter.) »Sir, I find that, the members of the Congress 
benches are laughing. > , • 

i 

Mr, SPEAKER: When you want to withdraw a motion T think 
you will kindly avofd making any leferenee to anything except to the 
withdrawal. „ 

I 

Mr, SANTOSH KUMAR RASU; You cannot expect (Congress to 
be always in team. 

The motion was then by leave of the Assembly withdrawn. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as the Coalition Group is concerned, J 
think if they want to mpve their motions they may do so. I shall 
close the discussion at 6-20. Then I -.shall give an opportunity to the 
next group. , 

As Maulvi Abdul Wahab Khan rose to move his cut motion No. 142, 
Mr. Speaker said, “in view of the announcement made by the Hon’ble 
the Revenue Minister I think there is no necessity to move this motion. 
Motion No. 122 is exactly on the same lines, and I understand that 
the Congress Party lias* given preference to the Proja Party to move 
their motions.” , . t4 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I now call ujmn Mi. Atylul Hakim to move his 
cut motion No. 16-3. * 

* 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: I beg to inovp that the grant of 
Rs. 36,12,000 be reduced by Rs. 100. 

He spoke in Bengali in support of his motion. 
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While MauM Abdu] Hakim f raised his voice in a declamatory tone 
in describing the exactions of the zemindars Mr. Speaker asked him 
to soften his voice a' little® 

After describing some of the instances Maulvi ,A.bdul Hakim again 
shouted at the top of his voice and declaimed by saying’ tllat exactions 
of the Hon’ble the Home Minister from his zemindari were un- 
paralleled. * 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, oi'de.r * Maulvi Sahib will you please sit 
down. I refuse 9 to allox^ you any more 4ime. . . < t 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WAS: 1 rise to sp£ak a few words, Sir, 
regarding this motion, bat mainly in order to reply t6 the statement 
made by my friend Kumar Shibshakharfcswar 'Roy, • who sajd„,y^at the 
vested interests of the landlord were going to be*' challenged by the 
proposed Bengal Tenancy Act amendment as outlined Styy the Hon’ble 
Revenue Minister. My friend further said that this challenge is coming 
front. an honourable member of this House who has been elected from the 
Landholders Constituency. 1 must say, and say very emphatically, 
that the so-called vested interests in land have not been legally acquired 
and possessed by the landlords. It is simply by a fluke that they got 
into the land. It is a tragedy that these zemindars have been declared 
to he the proprietors of the soil. In the sear 17M, Lord Cornwallis 
by his Permanent Settlement declared that the zemindars were the pro- 
prietors of the soil, and he based his argument on the ancient laws of 
the land. He said that, according to the ancient laws, Government were 
getting some share of the produce of the land, and so landlords were 
going to he settled with that right, and that henceforward they would 
he declared the proprietors of live soil and as such entitled to certain 
rents. I would submit Sir, that by that statute a number of exploiters 
only were created. Lord Cornwallis only said that according to ancient 
laws they were declared to be the proprietors of the soil, but he went 
so far only and no farther. (Dr. Nalinaksiia Sanyai.: Are you 
supporting or opposing this motion.) I am coining to that point, Sir. 
My friend opposite wants to know whether 1 am going to support or 
oppose this motion, and I am going to let him know presently. The 
thing is:A‘What is ancient law?” I can show that, according to the 
ancient law, nobody except the tiller of the soil is the real proprietor of 
the soil. 1 submit, Sir, that the argument of Lord Cornwallis to the 
effect that the zemindars ought to be declared to be the proprietors of the 
soil was not qu?te right '‘inasmuch as we can show that according to the 
Ancient law the King was not the proprietor of the soil hut it was the 
tiller of the soil that was the proprietor of the soil. Mr. T. H. Cole- 
broolfe, the well-known Sanskrit scholar, who had been in the service 
of the E»st India Company from 1782 to 1814, says that in the times of 
the Hindus the tillers of the soil were the actual proprietors 
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of the soil. He further says tlfat the* Government or the 
King received* only a, share of the produce of the land on 
the ground that he ottered protection to fhe tenants from 
wicked people Such as thieves and robbers, that he ottered facilities for 
drainage and for irrigation wcyks, and for some other grounds. This 
is, Sir, why he used to get if share in the produce. From the 
Ain-t-Altban we find that theie also the King hudtu shale ot tine produce 
of the land, but not on the ground Sliaf he was a proprietor of the soil 
but on tli# ground 4lmt.be requnad Something f>r the proper upkeep of 
royalty, ejc. But the ^itfug was we\er declared to be the proprietor 
of the soil as the zemindars now claim to be. If the King was not the 
proprietor ot the soil af any period of history > then how is it that the 
Kings right to take *i*4duire ;>t the pioduee of the soil \ested in the", 

zemincfars ? How i^ it that the landlords came to be declared as the 

real proprietorship Ihe soil, when even the lyings were not so declared? 
I can show' that by l’t-tison of tnis Permanent Settlement Regulation orJy 
a set of exploiters were created. What are the results ot this Perma- 
nent Settlement? The landlords are paving to j^iovemment a total 
annual revenue of Rs*. 2,32,00, 000, but, in actual t'ict, they are exacting 
lb erores of rupees. Is not that exploitation. Sir? When the Perma- 
nent Settlement Regulation was made, the pious hope was expressed 
by Government that landlords jyould improve the condition of the soil. 
Have they done that? 1 challenge my friends to show one single 
instance in which they have given relief to the country or to the poor 
and one single instance in which they have ameliorated the condition 
ot the soil. On the other hand, my friend the Kumar Sahib has said 

that, after due deliberation and consideration in the year 102«3, the 

rig lit of transfer was recognised on condition that the landlords would 
be given a salami . Can it be described as a right at ail? That was 
given under a condition in which anything and even thing could be 
given. At that time the representatives of the people — the luma ft da 
representatives of the people — w r ere not in the legislature. And by an 
unholy alliance between the landlords and the Government this law 
was thrust upon the people — a law' which is all the more repressive 
because it is a lawless law and by which the life-blood *<jl the people, 

I mean the tenants, was allowed to be sucked by these exploiters. 
Can anybody say that the right of transfer was given when it was 
snatched. away by another band which gave them the right of pre- 
emption? I waul to warn my landlord friends that they should not 
be forgetful of themselves. They should be alive to H^e fact that if 
they do not deal fairly by the tenants the tenants will assert tbenmelves, 
and in a few years the existence of the zemindars will lie entirely anni- 
hilated from flie face of Bengal. 

Everybody knows, Sir, that the spread of free and conTpuKiory 
primary education is the crying need of the country, and we have been 

II 
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odd by Hon’ble^ Ministers that Aioney is not forthcoming for this pur- 
pose. But I say that if the Permanent Settlement be abolished by a 
stroke of the pen, then Government would be able to get a large amount 
of money by which they can proceed to imprpve # the nation-building 
departments. 

Now, I shall reply to the question of my honourable friend 
Dr. Nalirtaksha Sanyal whether I am going to support or oppose the 
motion. We have experience — an£' bitter experience — of the treatment 
which we have had f'rohi the landlords* Now, we ’find that *the land- 
lords have raised the rate of their lents to an* abporm.al extent, which 
justice and equity demands should be lowered. Just now we have 
heard from the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister that Government proposes 
^o appoint a Commission which will consider 'rlird inquire t thqroughly 
into the existing land-laws of this province, and* as a result of its 
enquiry Government will <wune to a definite decisjjm Sis regards the 
laffd-laws of Bengal. Taking all these thiqgs into*consi<Jeration, I may 
say ihat 1 have every sympathy with the motion Which I consider to 
be a reasonable one and, accordingly, I, no doubt, give my support to 
it, but, in view of the statement made by the Hon’ble the Revenue 
Minister, l think the mover will kindly see his way tp withdraw his 
motion. ^ (Ironical cheers from Congress benches.) 

Mr. 3ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, on behalf of the Congress 
Party in this House I wholeheartedly support the cut motion moved by 
my honourable friend Maulvi Abdul Hakim. This House is well aware 
tliat the Congress Party consists both of Prajas and za minders and the 
whole party including the zamindars has made the demand for “a 
substantial reduction in rent apd revenue” the first article of their 
faith. So far as the different classes and communities are concerned 
they are each entitled to demand justice and fair play. But this we 
do say — and I am only echoing the voice of the Congress here — that we 
recognise no vested interests, either alien or indigenous, except the 
vested interests of the actual tillers of the soil and the swated workers. 

With these words I support the motion. 

The Ityn’ble Mr. H. 3. SUHRAWARDY: Very ingenious, indeed! 

Maulvi GIASUDDIN AHMED spoke in Bengali in support of the 
motion the following of which is an English rendering: — 

Mr. Speakey, while* supporting my friend Maulvi Abdul Hakim’s 
motioji for the* reduction of rent, I should like first to point out that 
when he was discussing such a weighty and important subject, an atti- 
tude of ridicule was noticed among certain responsible members of this 
Asembly. May be that as a result of our election to the legislature, 
our “circumstances have changed individually but I would remind this 
House that the lakhs of peasants and tenants who have returned us here 
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as their representatives have undergoie no change whatever so far as 
their financial condition is concerned. Many among them still have 
no cloth to wear — no food to eat and get no medicine during illness. 

The rent* question is* indeed a serious problem with the peasants nud 
tenants. Gradually the rate hf rent has been increased to such an 
extent yiat it has become impossible for the tenants to pay ii and they 
have therefore been compelled I o 4 defynl t. Aifd for arrears of rent 
lakhs of tenants are being, fmancyilTV ruined. Several lakhs of tenants 
of Myme'hflingh alonV^aw been 0 (‘ompelled to # leave their hearths and 
home and to take sllihlteijm the forest > of Assam simply because of this. 
I fully endorse whaT tyaulvi Abdul LatiiT Biswas said aloul the history 
of the increase of rent. What logic n there in the fact that w hilg 
7,amin<]il£^ay to Gof?fnment*an annual revenue of only 2 rrores and ft 
half, they realise tVom the tenants lb or 17 crores of rupees? Why 
should the tefianis pay so much rent t#»the zamindars? Let the 
zamindars take from the k^iants twice or thrice as much as they flay 
to Government a*nd let the rate ofjent throughout Bengal be«fi\ed 
accordingly. It e-ipi be \ery easilv done. Th# llon’ble Revenuo 
Minister has spoken of appointing a commission. Wh\ should < lie 
ouestion of y commission ai^e ai aU? The majmiU nf the members 
of this Assembly are lcpiesentatnes nt the peasants and tenants and 
there #re reppesentati\es of ( lot /.imiiidai s also and a committee of these 
two patrios may eftsih and within a -diort time solve this problem We 
are not prepared to support the appointment of a commission. Many 
commissions have come to and gone from India and tin* people know 
the result they produced. A commission is nothing but a device |o 
hoodwink the people. Wlieno\ei there is am awakening of the pimple 
and whenever the people make any demand, a commission is appointed 
to deceive them into silence. We will not lje hoodwinked by such 
tricks. We do not want nn\ commission. Before I conclude I slmuM 
like to say to Kumar Shib Sekhareswai Rai who complained that the 
present Government were doing injustice 1 m the zamindars and that 
Mr. Fazlul lluq was partly responsible for this, that the Chief Minister 
Mr. Huq lias included 4s main as 8 zamindars in his Ministry of 11. 
This alone should more than satisfy the Kumar. # I ri|tw request all 
to vote for the reduction of rent and thereby help the peasants and 
tenants. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 am Mir- 
prised, I must confess, at the attitude taken tip b\ the* Leader of the 
Opposition with regard to this question. He in a very light-hearted 
fashion said flint his party was prepared to support the motion ami 
the proposal for reduction of reijt and revenue. I may remind hit® ih^t 
the motion is foi reduction of rent by amendment of the** Bengal 
Tenancy Act. There is no proposal whatsoever for reduction of revenue 
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in it. What are the arguments Gidvaricedl by the mover of the resolu- 
tion? He said that the rent was a very heavy^ charge orf the tenantry 
of Bengal and in order to give substantial relief to them a reduction in 
the rate of rent should be made. Sir, I join issue with him. The rent 
is by no means a heavy charge on the tenantry of Bengal. For the 
information of the House l shall 'just read our certain figures, the 
estimated .value of the produce per acre of cultivated area in thtf follow- 
ing districts: These are the fi girfes^or 1933: 

Bankurvi Us." 47 : thi' rent payable "by the .tep'arft per acre is Rs. 2. 

Midnapore Rs. 48: the average rate of rent payable is Rs. 3-8. 

Jessore Rs. 37: rent t payable is Rs. 2-8. 

Nadia Its. 46: rent payable is Rs. ,2-7. 

Khulna Rs. 07 : rent payable is Its. 3-8. 

Faridpur Rs. 30: rent payable is Rs. 2-4f 

Dacca Rs. (it): rent payable is Rs. 2-l& r * 

me nsingh (the district of m\ friend Maulvi Abul Hakim) Rs. 60: 
rent pasalnf is -Rs. 2-8. 

That shows clearly that rent is b\ no means a heavy burden on the 
tenants. . 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May bask what Is the 
source of the H on ’hie Minister's information? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Crop Report 
anti the Settlement Report. If in an\ particular case the rent is ex- 
cessive the Bengal Tenancy Act already provides sufficient remedy. 

I would refer the mover ol the resolution to section 112 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. Under that section steps can be taken for reducing 
the rent in an\ particular case. So there is not much substance in the 
statement that rent is a very heavy charge. If it is so in a particular 
case Government have sufficient power under section J12 and they can 
tako steps if necessary and if the\ are called upon to do so. 

Besides thfs 1 have already skated that Government propose to 
appoint a Commission to go into the wlnde question of the land tenure 
system of the province and one of the terms of reference will he the 
settlement of equitable and fair rent, and whether it is necessary or 
possible to reduce or enhance the rent in any particular area. That is 
a particular tefm of reference that this Commission will specifically go 
into. It is not possible to bring about a reduction of rent without a 
thorough and sifting enquiry. There are different clashes of land and 
there are different rates of rent. It is not possible for any responsible 
Govejc»inffs.-nt to agree to a reduction of rent without a thorough and 
sifting enquiry. There are certain facts which have g<*t to be placed 
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before the public and Governny'nl imisf be convinced that in a parti- 
cular case there is reason for hardship. i havj occasion to observe 
that if in any particular case the rent is excessive the llengul Tenancy 
Act as it stands invest* Government with sufficient power to reduce the 
rent. So it is not. at all uer«s$an to amend the Bengal Tenancy Act 
for this purpose. The mation is unnecessary and so far as the spirit 
of the resolution is concerned Government an* prepared ttf accept it 
and by appointing a (oinmission ior investigating into a fair and 
equitable rent tliet have ynticfyated the nmvef ot tlie^CMilutiou. 

• . % > 

Babu NACENDRA* NATH SEN: Will the Ilon'l.le Minister be 
pleased to quote the authority from which lit* lead those figures? # 

The 'Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I lmve already 
said Dial— Seifleijent Revolts and Cru]». Reports. 

* * "... f 

The mot in A being put Vdivi>ion uas taken with the following 
result: ' • * 

*• AYES. 


Abdul Hafeez, Khan Bahadur, Syed. 
Abdul Hakim, Maulvi.* 

Abdul Jabbar Pjlwan, Mr. Md. 
Abdul M^jid, Maulv*. 

Abdul Wahed, Maulvi. ^ 

Abu Hossain 8arkar, Maulvi. 

Abul Fazal, Mr. Md. 

Aftab Ali, Mr. 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. 8yed. 

Aiimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Banerji, Mr. P. 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
Banerji, Mr. Sibnath. 

Banerji, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Bannerjee, Mr. Manoranjan. 

Barma, Babu Premhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. 

Barman, Babu 8hyama Protad. 
Barman, Babg Upendra Nath. 

Basu, Mr. 8antoih Kumar. 
Bhawmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. 
Biiwas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 
Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. 

Bose, Mr. 8arat Chandra. 
Cbakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Chattopadhyay, Babu Haripada. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. 

Das, Babu Mahim Chandra. 

Dass, Babu Debendra Nath. 

Das Gupta, Babu Khaiendra Nath. 
Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. 

Das Gupta, Mr. Narendra Nath. 
Datta, Mr. Dhirandra N#th. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. . 

Emdadul Haque, Kazi. 

Fazlar Rahman Muktear, Mr. 
Ghost, Mr. Atul Krisfcja. 

Giasiddin Ahmed, Mr. 


Goswami, Mr. Tuisi Chandra. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. 

Hasan All Chowdhury, Mr. Syed. * 
Himatsingka, Mr. Prabhudayal. 
Jalaluddm Haihemy, Mr. 8yed. 

Jonab Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. 

Khan, Mr. Debendra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Behari. 

Maitra, Mr. Surendra Mohan. 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

, Majumdar, Mrs. HemaprovA 
Mazumdar, Mr. Birendra Nath. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwav Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jogendra Nath. 
Maniruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Mukerji, Mr. Dhirandra Narayan. 
Mukherjee, Mr. B. 

Mukherji, Dr. H. C. 

Mukherji, Dr. 8harat Chandra. 

Muliick, 8rijut Ashutosh. 

Pain, Mr.JJarada hosanna. I 
Pramanik, Mr. Tarmicharan. 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Babu Patiram. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Kishori Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Maamatha Nath, # 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinakiha. ** 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka 8ekhar. 

Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath. 

ShahedaH, Mr. 

Shamiuddin Ahmed, Mr. M. 

Sinha, trljut Manindra Bhusan. 

8ur, Mr. Haraadra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. • 
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Abdul Aziz, Maufana Md. 

Abdul Bari, Maulvi. 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mr. Md. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul dabbar, Maulvi. 

Abdul Kadar, Mr. 

Abdul Karim, kt. 

Abdul Latif Bitwai, Maulvi. 

Abdul Wahab Khan. Mr. 

Abdulla* Al Mahmood, Mi*. * 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 

Abdur Rahman liddiql, Mr. 

Abdur Ratchld Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Raihood, Maulvi Md. < 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi 8. 

Aodur Rauf, Mr. Shah. 

Abdui Shahaad, Maulvi Md. 

Abul Haihfm, Maulvi. 

Abul Hoiain, Mr. Ahmed. 

AbuF'Quaiem, Maulvi. 

Acharyya Choudhury, Majaraha Saihi Kanta of 
Muktr.gacha, Mymeniingh. 

Aftab Hoiain Joardar, Maulvi. 

Ahmed All Mridha, Maulvi. , < 

Ahmed Hoiain, Mr. 

Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 

Aminullah, Maulvi. 

Amir All, Md; Mia. 

Aihrafall, Mr. M. 

Aulad Houaln Khan, Maulvi. 

Azhar All, Maulvi. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Baiu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Ohippondalt, Mr. J. W. 

Dai, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Dai, Mr. Kirit Bhutan. 

Dai, Mr. Monmohan. 

Edbar, Mr. Upendranat'j. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Begum. 

Fazlul Huq, the Hon’bl* Mr. A. K. 

Fazlul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. 

Blaiuddin Ahmed Choudhury, Mr. 

Qolam Sarwar Hoiaini, Mr. Shah 8yed. " 

Qomei, Mr. 8. A. 

Gupta, Mr. 4. N. 

Habibullah, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur K., of 
Dacca. 

Haflzuddin Chowdhui^ Maulvi." „ 

Hamiuddin AhnfMd, Khan Sahib. 

Haianuzzaman, iSaulvl Md. 

Haihem All Khan, Khan Bahadur. 

Haiina Murihed, Mr*. 

Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib. 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Mr. 

Iipahani, Mr. M. A. ty. 


Aoes. , 

Jatimudtfin Mr. * 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Sahib. 

Kazem Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah 8ytd. 

Kh titan, Mr. pebi Proud. * 

Maflzuddin Ahmed, Dr. 
btagOire, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. * 

. Mandal, Mr. Birat Ohandra. 

f- Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

'Ma^ud All' Khan Pannj, Maulvi. 

'Mohammed Alj/Ktan Bahadur. * 

Moslem Ali 'Bollah- Maulvi. # 

Mozammel Huq, Majilvi Md. 

Muhafnmad Af*al, Khan Sahib Maulvi Syed. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhgmmad Ist^qui, Maulvi. 

Muhammad ltrail| Maulvi. t ***** 
Muhammad 8iddiqug^Dr. Syed. 

Muhammad Solaiman.^r. * 

Mullick, tffo Hon’ble Mr. I^ttkunda B eh ary. 
Mullick, Mr. Pulin *Behary. f 
Mutharruff Hottain, {he Hon’ble Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Mustagaswal Haque, Mr. Syed. 

Mustufa Ali Dewan^ahib, Mr. 

Nandy, the Hon'ble Maharaja 8ris Ohandra, 
of Kaiimbazar. 

Naiarullah, Nawabzada K. * ' 

Naushor Ali, the Hon’ble Maulvi Syed. 

Naz'muddin the Hon’ble Kwaju 8ir, K.C/.E. 

Paul, Sir Hari Sanker, Kt. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Raikat, the Hon’ble Mr. Praianna Deb. 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. 

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Birendra Kishore. 

Razaui Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, the Hon'ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh, Kt. 

Roy, Kumr Shib Shekharetwar. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kihirod Chandra. 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

8afiurddin Ahmed, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sanaullah, AI-HaJ Maulana Dr. 

8arkar, Babu Madhusudan. t 

Sarker, the Hon'ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed Khandkar, Mr. 

8ingha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

8uhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 

Tamizuddin Khan, Maulvi. 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

West, Mrs. Ellen. 

Yusuf Ali Ohoudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Mr. 


Did Ayes being SO and the Noes 112 the motion was lost. 

(Alter the result of the Division was declared there were loud 
cheers and tapping on the benches from the right.) 


Wr. Speakers Ifls very undesirable that in spite of my repeated 
warning you are going >o much be\ond limit that it is vlry ditBcult for 
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me to carry on work. I quite understand a little outburst but I do not 
understand hdw it coul^ continue for such a long time. 

The House will now adjourn for 15 minutes for prayer and after that 
I will take .up the Question whet ho/ the adjournment motion is in order 
or not. . # 

The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes 

i • 

• (vl/fer Adjournment.) 

. . # 

Mr. Speaker/* m*. Hasliemy, how can you say that your motion 
is in order? 

Mrr;STED JALALUDDrN HASHEMY : Sir, the })oliee weift 
beyond their jjirf Action inasmuch as they entered a private house 
where a group of J)&ople, Viz., members of "the Bengal Presidency Mos- 
lem League wVreJioldmgV meeting. Policemen were posted 2 luftirs 
before the meeting took place, there were 2 European Sergeants to 
maintain order thej-e We had been holding Ijft* meeting inside the 
hall which consisted of members onl> who were invited by cards. All 
on a sudden "about 2 hours after, Mr. "Robertson entered the hall without 
taking leave of (he (’hainnaii, Sir Wazii llassan. 1 resented this un- 
necessary interference and wdii so far as to sa\ that it, was a trespass 
on Mr. Robertson’s pari to enter the hail: to this he retorted at once 
that he had brought his men 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Ilashem}, will \ou satisfy me as to wlvit 
extent the Home Department is responsible for this? 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: -Kir, that is the point 1 
want you to deride. The presence of the police is necessary to main- 
tain law and order. It is not their business to create disorder in a 
meeting *of the Bengal Provincial Moslem League regularly organised. 
The President had to declare the meeting adjourned owing to the con- 
fusion and uproar caused by the entry of Mr. Robertson with an Inspec- 
tor, some Sub-inspectors and a pos.*ft of consinbles? 1 (^iim that as the 
right of an ordinary citizen has been interfered with, it is A matter of 
urgent public importance. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: # Sir, I do not like to go 
into the merits of the case but I would like to point* olit that the ad- 
journment motion cannot be admitted as it will create an unfortunate 
precedent that on every action, the police may take an adjournment 
motion may be moved for it. Therefore I submit that it is *iot .a 
matter of urgent public importance. There is no likelihood in- 

cident like thift occurring.again in the near future. There is no analogy 
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between this ca,<e and the one wfc discussed the other day over the inci- 
dent at the Town Hall, because in regard to the other cake there was a 
likelihood of repetition of the thing happening. The annual meeting 
oi the Moslem League is over. It is a purely^ individual incident and 
if an adjournment motion is allowed for an individual incident which 
occurred owing to the action of the police, I am sure, Sir, it will be very 
difficult to carry on the business of this House. * 

* J 

Dr. NALINAKSHA' 8ANYAL: 'Sip, the rulep . provide , that an 
adjournment motion can be moved 911 any re'e^rit occurrence which can 
be termed a definite matter of urgent public importance. We submit 
that an interference on t^io part of the police with the uivil liberties of 
citizens amounts to a very serious incident. Tie incident happened 
only yesterday, and therefore it is of recent occurrence. HTT’a very 
urgent matter because there is no guarantee that su^h incidents would 
be^ prevented or would not bA repeated. <Sii\ you yourself ruled a few 
days ago that simply because an incident Mwid already * occurred the 
matter should not lie dropped, or simply because theie was no immediate 
prospect of similar ifyidwits happening, it could Wot reuse to come 
" it hin tin* juirview of an adjournment motion. It is a matter of urgent 
importance, it i,s a matter ‘of recent occurrence* it is a 
Niattor bf public importance as it affects the rights- of cit,i- 
ziuis in general, and the Home Depart incut is responsible 
lor the conduct ot the Police; and unless the Home Department repu- 
diates its responsibility with regard to the particular conduct of a parti- 
cular brunch ol the police, we have to assume that it is the Home 
Department that is responsible. Therefore, I submit that this motion 
should be in order. 

n 

Mr. SPEAKER: 8 ir, Nazimuddin, do you agree that the Home 
Department is responsible for an act of the police r* 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly. Sir.' 

Mr. ABDULLA>AL MAHMOOD: Sir, T oppose the motion on the 

ground i • * . 

r 

Mr, SPEAKER: r rhere is no question of opposition. I want to 
know whether it is in order. 

Mr. ABDIA.LA-AL MAHMOOD: Sir, the meeting was notified 
and handbills wore issued that a meeting of the Moslem Parliamentary 
Hoard (Fries of “No”, “No”; You don’t know what you are speak- 

ing about”). First of all, Sir, we were informed in the columns of 
newsflmpnrs that a meeting would be held on Sunday at No. 114, Lower 
Circular Road. Then, the Leaguers, i.e., the bona fide members of 
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the League had a legitimate right to <go there, and attend the meeting 


Mn SPEAKER? Yen are entering into the merits of the rase. Why 
do you say that the motion is* not in order? 


Mr, ABDULLA-AL MAHMOQD:. I say so because it* is not a 

matter o£ public importance, D concerns a few interested people who 

got a gentleman from outside - • * * 


Mr. SPEAKER: Ordei, mder IIonble^Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, 
the iss^p^s J liat have HNfen ranged before us are, first, that civil liberty 
have bet'n affected %nd, secondly, as regards repetition even though tho 
Moslem League 11141 y not hold its me<‘ting again, it is quite possible that 
any other institution may % lgcld a meeting and as such there is a lil^di- 
hood of a repetition of such incident. The two issues are that the civil 
liberties of people to meet at a pm ate place to hol^l a meeting have been 
jeopardised by certain activities of tlie polich, a Ad that, there is a like- 
lihood of s u^h incident happening agyin. I take it also that you accept 
the responsibility tor tbe Home Depaitment. These two issues make 
the p<*sition clear. Do you st^ll think that the motion is not in order? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Ye s, Sii, anybody having 
a grievance against the police can go to the Court of Law, and ordinary 
that procedure must be followed. If this House is going to discuss apd 
decide on every grievance that anybody may have for any action the 
police may take, he legitimately convideied a.s in lunging the civil 
liberties of people, then where are we going <o,end? That is my point, 
Sir. Naturally, T am responsible for every action of the police. There- 
fore 1 submit that it will create a very serious precedent. I would 
request you to think over the point that even action of the police can 
be brought up by an adjournment motion. 

* 

Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Sjj, if we ac^Vpt the TPon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimnddin’s contention, then the legislature • would he 
absolutely deprived of its power ot moving an adjournment motion. 
After all the legislature is in session and it is an important part of the 
Constitution that the legislature should take serious notice of any 
infringement of civil liberties which is a very import aifUpoinl. 

« » 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may point out that the police budget is coming 
up to-morrow and the question you want to discuss affects the activities 
of the police. So I think you can very well discuss these iwwjs to- 
morrow wherf the police, huderet comes up. 
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Maulvi 8YED JALALUDDIW KASHEMY: Sir, if I am allowed to 

speak on this matter, I can impress on *you and other meiftbers here that 
it is such an important master that I cannot give up the idea of discus- 
sing it in the hope of taking it up on the Police^ Budget. • 

. i • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry I ‘have not, made myself clear. My 
point is this: to-morrow the Police Budget is coming up and on the 
police budget, if I mistake nof, .tllere are several motions tabled not 
only on the police administration bul also on defciiled items • e.g., to 
criticise the policy of Government interference with .legitimate and 
peaceful demonstrations and meetings of different organisations, such as 
motion No. 233. I also draw your attention to No. 212 by which Mr. 
flash emy himself wants to criticise the conduct flftvonstabIes r op j}uty at 
Seal dah and TTowrah Stations in receiving gratification j from 'hackney 
carriage drivers, rickshaw pullers and taxi-divers. * 

* ' • i < 

♦> % « * 

JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, may I point, out that the 
question is whether #t is not a definite matter of .public importance. 
It is true that on the Volice Budget we have tabled certain token cuts 
on which we can discuss the conduct of, certain departments of the 
Police. Rut the question of policy is the mijin issue that is brought out in 
an adjournment motion and for a definite matter of public importance 
which lias occurred recently. Mr. TTashemy wants toMiscuss the policy, 
and that policy is a matter of urgent public importance and the policy 
involved in it cannot he discussed while discussing a cut motion on the 
police budget. That is the point of view l would ask you, Sir, to take 
into consideration. 

r « 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, May I point out that 
motion No. 233 proposes to criticise the general policy of Government 
interference with legitimate and peaceful demonstrations and meetings 
and not with reference to *uny matter of urgent public importance, 
whereas adjournment motions an 4 meant to relate to matters of definite 
and urgent public importance. The specific matters mentioned in 
motion No. 23IJ are ipeant^only for„*i general discussion which is quite 
a differentematter. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, as one who had occasion to he present 
at the meetings ] ran inform the House that there were two sections of 
the people — on<* Qf which* did not accord approval to the action of the 
o^her station which were for the time being in possession of the house. 
There was some tjohmil owing to the threatening attitude from the side 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, you are going intp the merits of the case. 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Sir, the whole Question before 
you, in my submission, is this — ran we in discussing the items of the 
police budget get an opportunity of expressing oift* considered opinion 
and of coming *to a definite decision on the question which Mr. Hashemy 
proposes to raise, by this mot ini* y 

That. is the specific definite master which it is proposed to place 
for the verdict of the House. In regard to the motion which 
Mr. Hashemy projxxses tc* move v flint, 1 submit, most respectfully, 
cannot jissiblv be ifcltjev^d bf discussing any cut nation, which has 
been tallied under Tblic/ budget . *So, the llon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazim- 
ud din’s point loses vvjiolelv* its importance when we find that that 
purpose will not be achieved In any discussion on Police budget, the 
purpose.. w.hich lias been clearly laid down in the rule governing aij 
adjournment motion. 

\ , , 

Mr. SPEAKER: WlmLiibout motion No. HML" 

• 

Mr. SANTOSH, KUMAR BASU: Lvon in that case it would not 
give the House an opport unit\ ot i \ i n its verdict on the specific 
issue which *ia sought to bo raised.' Whether this House should be 
given such an opport unity that is the whyle point ; and tjie whole 
purpose of the adjoin nment motion fails if we ha\e to fall back upon 
a motion with regard to the general policy of the Police Department. 
I, therefore, appeal to vou, Sir, in the name of this Legislature to 
uphold its rights and privileges because once for all you will give the 
xerdiel as to whether the Legislature can be called upon to give its 
\erdiet on a matter which encroaches upon the private rights and civil 
liberties of the people. • * 

Khan Sahib Maulvi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: I submit that 
this matter should lie discussed on the floor of this House because we 
want to*place on record the grievances we have. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZtMUDDIN: I think it is a very 
important issue which lias been raised because it will nvike a precedent 
in regard to the future policy' to he adopted in connection with adjourn- 
ment motions. T submit that the fundamental principle of an adjourn- 
ment motion is to give the Legislature powers to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importance when it dpi not l>e discussed by any 
other means. I submit further that under any ofMhe cut motions 
which you ha,ve just now read out this question can specifically be 
raised, and the Speaker can say that this cut motion may be taken as 
a censure motion, and that if it is canied, it will have the effect o{ a 
censure motion which means more than carrying an ad},™ i*ument 
motion. * 
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Apart from* the question of 1 budget cut motions, I maintain that 
wl^en the House brings in a matter of urgent public importance, the 
House can discuss 4t by other methods such as a resolution. Even 
in such a case, an adjournment motion should^ not* be ^Itawec} because 
the time of this House is limited, and within that limited space of time 
it has got to transact a vast amount of business. On the other hand, 
if adjournment motions are allowed on every incident that taffes place 
and every incident can be classed as a definite matter of urgent 
public importance' — there is no specific flefinltioij qf <what urgent public 
importance* is, it being purely a question of oymityi — then irq that case 
it, will be difficult to carry on the normal busfness*of the House. 

* Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SI DDIQI : ynioviiTtm telv I he Jty^er has 

given such a turn as to raise tlie question of privilege of this House. 

I must respect fully submit .that if you in yym wis<JbnMhink that the 
suggestion of Mr. Hashenn comes wi11iin*Jljp f‘our*oornqrs of a motion 
for adjournment , then as the protector of the right,*? and privileges of 
this *IIouse' and of ever\ individual meml>er — whether we agiee with 
Mr. JIashemy or not-—# if jf member of this House demands a motion of 
adjournment to be mo\ed and il ^the rules for the conduc^ of business 
ai'e not against him, I submit it is the duty of the Elmir to protect our 
lights as he thinks best. Therefore I vvpuld most humblv and respect- 
fully leave it to your decision. 


Mr. SPEAKER: This is a \er\ important question on which I 
lift ve bad the advantage of healing more than the usual number of 
members whom 1 hear on an adjournment motion of this nature. The 
Home Department lias accepted ‘the responsibility for the action of 
the Police. Though I flo not think that the policy of Government is 
the same thing as an individual action of a member of a department, 
in this instance, of a member of the Police Department, but as Govern- 
ment has accepted responsibility for this individual action of rf Govern- 
ment servant, I have got to proceed on that basis, although 1 do 
definitely think that there should be a clear line'of demarcation between 
an individual fiction 4ind tj^e genenJ |>oliey of Government. 1 refei to 
that, becaifse it may affect a future issue* l>et ween an individual action 
of an officer of Government and the policy of Government as a whole. 
Personally 1 think there should be a clear line of demarcation between 
individual acts and the question of policy of Government. As in this 
particular case*Eto\ eminent has taken the responsibility for the indivi- 
ihial act of a Police officer, it is not necessary for me to go beyond 
that. I have only referred to that in order to guard "against future 
issues. 

Tb*“rt*"this is a motion which wants to have an adjournment of the 
House. An adjournment motion is therefore, a motion of a restrictive 
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character which wants to obstruct the normal proceedings of the House, 
while it is the* duty of the Speaker to -see that the normal proceedings 
are very rigorously carried on. I do admit tftat it is u matter of urgent 
public importance, Jmt T do not think that every matter of urgent 
public importance is neYessarily a* subject-matter of an adjournment 
motion. Within the scope of the rples as well as within the scojie of 
the conventions which are followed not only here but also outside this 
country, the Speaker has been given a great latitude. 1 do atlmit that 
the question in vie\j* of tbedssue which has been raised affects the civil 
liberties of the people und that there •might be a repetition of that 
incident. ‘Kilt I* hav^ ft/ use my discretion as to whether in spite of 
that 1 have to admit a motion or not, and I have also to consider 
whether a motion of this character can be discussed under the Police, 
Budget! Mv definite opinion is that the matter can be discussed to-’ 
morrow under 'lie. Polite Budget, and I am quilt 1 prepared to give 
facilities to Mr. lUTshemy to move any motion as his own raising the 
definite specific issue invoked. 1 have no control as to how such a 
motion can be moved, but if I find that the issue involved eanncH be 
raised, I wull gi\e him an opportunity of again gf\ing a notice of bis 
motion when I will consider the matter further. But 1 sa\ that the 
opportunity is 4 here for Mr. Hashemy to take up the question of an\ 
specific popit in regard to tlm Police Budget which is coining up to- 
morrow . 

i 

Babu SHYAMA PR08AD BARMAN: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of IN. M, 12,000 be reduced by IN. 100. 

(The member spoke in Bengali m support of hi* motion.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: Y oil will ha\c to" bung \oin speed? to a close in 
L* minutes, as I shall now call upon the TIon’ble Revenue Minister to 
reply seeing that there is hardly any time left. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCM ROY: Mi Spcnki i. Sir. 

] list 1 to oppose the motion The hon'hle mover seems to be under a 
very wrong impression tnat (iovennnent imhsenininateU assume tbaige 
of estates under the Point of Winds without an\ ill jnc or reason. 
Estates under the Point of Wards, Sir, may be generally divided into 
two groups, estates of minors, female.',, lunatics and poisons who have 
been adjudged as incapable of managing their estates by a civil court 
and the second group is formed by those who, on their application, have 
got themselves declared as disqualified proprietors*/ ‘‘(Mr. Saviosh 
Koiut B.isi: : What about idiots whose estates mav also be taken over 
by the Court o? Wards!*') It may be that in the second class there are 
persons who are holding high University degrees as has been mentioned 
by my friend; there may he disqualified proprietors who arc lading 
high positions # but that disqualification was or may have been for other 
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factors than those mentioned by my friend. (Mr. Santosh Kumar 
Basu : What are those other factors*) The other faators may, for 
instance, be that the e stiffen became involved because of the general 
depression — yes, general depression. There are several* estates which 
had to be taken under the Court v>t Wards, 'because theY could not 
realise rent during the general depression. Now, it is to the interest 
of the public that in many cases estates should be taken ov#r under 
the Court of Wards fo save them v from ruin. (A voice: Why not 
save the tillers of the soil?) Action is certainly £oing to Jbe taken 
to save the tilleTs of the soil. 4 


Mr. SPEAKER: Don it reply to interruptions, Sir Bijoy, otherwise 
Vou will not be able to finish vour speech* 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY. PRASAD SINC« ROY? STr, it is not the 

policy of Government as mv friend believe* to assume charge of estates 
without discrimination. In fact, every case is very carefully scruti- 
nised by the Collector of the district, then b\ the (Jommissioner of the 
Division and also by Mie Board of Revenue before an estate is taken 
over. And estates are taken o\trr by tip* Court of M^Uids on Aery 
cogent reasons mainly public. An estate has a public importance; it 
maintains quite a large number of charities It will be prejudicial 
to the interests of the peasantry and a blow to the lYnyince as a whole 
if such estates are sold up by their creditors. That, Sir, is the general 
policy which Government pursue in assuming charge of estates under 
I h<* Court of Wards, and it js not a fact that estates are taken o\er 
indiscriminately as my friends seem to think. With these words } 
oppose the notion. 

The amendment of Hahn Shvama Brosad Barman that the demand of 
IN. db, 12,0(10 be reduced by IN. 100 was put and lost. 

Then the main demand that a sum of IN. 00,12,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “7.- Land Bexenne” was put and no-reed 
to. 


Mr. SPEAKER ■ 1 imglit say that to-jnonow the first item will be 
the short -not ice motion of Mr. Jalaluddin TIashemy, which relates to 
police measures in Calcutta and is identical with motion No. 211. In 
that motion be will raise specifically the issue on which he wanted to 
move an adjournment motion to-day. 

* Now, 1 shall announce the seating arrangements which will come 
into force from to-morrow. The block “A” to my 'right will be 
occupied by the TTon’hle Ministers; and then the next two blocks, 
inclmW the seats in the front (now occupied by the Hon’ble Minis- 
ters Twill belong to the entire Coalition Group. The next block where 
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Mr. Hasan Ali and Mr. Jalaluddin'Hlsfiemy are now«sitting will be- 
reserved for the Scheduled Caste members and tfte members of the 
United Nationalist Party. The European (Troup swill sit where they 
are now sitting. TJie Proja Party will shift to-morrow to where 
Mr. J. C. Gupta is sitting now. *The Labour members will remain 
where they are. The Congress ‘ Grpup will also remain where they 
are. I hape all the groups will kindly note these changes, and I would 
request the Leaders and Whips of the different parties to give me a 
plan of the sitting arrangements of their members within their respec- 
tive blocks within two er three days. } also hope members will kindly 
help me with this, because I find it very difficult to recognize the faces 
and call out the names I am quite prepared to help the members in 
my own w T ay, blit I leave it to their option to arrange their seats within* 
the 8ck:r.:c T have mapped out. 

V 

I shall now adjourn the House till 3-45 p.m. to-morrow. 


Adjournment. 


Tim House was then adjourned till 3-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 24th- 
day of August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



[24th Au©., 


Proceedings of the B/ng$I Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of Government of India Act, 1*635. 

«• « 

The Assembly met in tbe Assembly* House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 24th August, 1937, at 3-45 p.m. 


Present. 

Mr. Speaker (the Iloiulhle Khan Bahadur M.‘ Azizuu IIuhe, c.i.E.) 
in the Chaid, the eleven lion’ble Ministers and members. _ 


4 STARRED QUESTIONS 

% • * 

(to which oral answers were given] 

Debt Settlement Officers. , 

•78. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebt- 
eflness Department he pleased to stale whether it is a fact that several 
retired Government ollieials have been appointed as Debt Settlement 
Officers in connection with the newh formed Debt Settlement Boards 
in Bengali 

(b) - If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to si * e the names and ages of these officers and 
the posts they held previously with their present pay and the pensions 
they are drawing? • 

(c) Wyi tlifc Hon’ble Minister Be pleased to state whether the posts 
were advertised? 

(d) If the answer to (<•) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

**• 

(0 why the posts were not advertised; and 

(//) what are the reasons for giving preference to retired officers? 

(eJJs it not a fact that qualified young men are available for 
appointment to these posts? 
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MINISTER in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CRfDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the HoffHile Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mtlllick):* .(a) Six retired Government officer# have been so appointed. 

( b ) A statement Vs laid on the table. 

(c) * No. 

( d ) flf) The posts are temporary and advertisements *are not 

required. • 

• • • ' • 

(‘ii) No preference c%n 1/e saifl 1o haw been shown trf retired officers 
as 57 yourfg men recruited simultaneously. 


(e) It is expected that qualified a v>ung mPn will be available for^ 
any such additional p8ats. • 

• • 

9 • 

Statement rejefted to in tfy answer to starred question No. 7S. 

• ' .t 


• 





Name*. 

Pods pr»*\ ionsI> li<dd * 

Present • 

Pensions 

Age. 

i 

i 

gay • 


• • 

• • 

Rs 

Rs a. 


(1) Khan Sahib Abdur Rahman 

J ii s jm dor ot S( holds 

125 

252 0 

• 5(1 

Khag 





(2) Rabu Jyotish Chandra 
Sinha 

; DMriet Sub-Regidrar 

125 

173 0 

59 

(3) Babu Nalini Kanta BMsai 

Incited or of IN due 

125 

150 0 

55 

(4) Maulvi B \\ . M Abdur 

1 

Sub-J)(‘i>ut\ Colltctor 

| 

125 

50 0 

Not known. 

llahman 




(5) Maulvi Ta&kinuddm Ahmed 

District Sub-IlcKiNtrar 

125 

1 

Ditto * 

(6) Maulvi tihulan. Akbur 

Khag Ttthluldar 

• 

125 

Nil # 

5(5 


Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI; With refeience to answer (d)(ii) y will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether at the time when these 
six retired* Government offieeis weie appointed,*! he services of properly 
qualified young men were a\ailable and if so why weie they not appoint- 
ed? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I unilerstand 
it was necessary for Government to make immediate appointments and 
these officers were appointed because they were readily available. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: What is the underlying policy 
of appointing retired Government officers as Debt Settlement Officers? 

The Honnite Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I have ak 
ready answered that Government wanted men immediately, an^-tfiat 
as the retired officers were available they were appointed. 

12 * 
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Khan Sahib Maulvi S. ABDUR RAUF: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that Nalini Kanta Biswas is afl Honorary Magistrate? 

. * 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I am 
not aware. , 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: For how many yeai> have these ]/Osts been 
created ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA >BEHARY Ml'LLICK: They were 
created since the establishment ol the Boards. 

^ , 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI; My question is for how many pcarr are the 
posts to be continued? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: That has 
not yet been decided. , 


A Member: Are we to understand that in the case of temporary 
appointments no advertisements are made at all. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLOCK: I cannot say. 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINCHA: Is it not a tact that Babu 
Nalini Kanta Biswas was in tbe Co-opeiative Department before bis 
appointment to the Debt Settlement office? 

j. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am sorry 
I do not know. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: If till duration ot these posts have not yet 
been settled, bow is it that these arc classed as temporary? 

The iSon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Because the 
Board is temporary, therefore these posts must be temporary also. 


Dr. H. C. MUKHFRJI; If the services of 57 young men were 
available, how is it that six more were not available? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: So far as the 

57 .young men are concerned, they were taken on the results of the 
Bengal Civil Service Examination. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Older, order: The Hdh'bleVMinister has already 
replieil in answer Jo the previous question that appointments were 
made oil the Jesuits ot <\ie Bepgal Divil Seivive Examinations. 


Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Was the list of persons who 
succeeded at the competitive examination exhausted by appointing 57 
young men necessitating the appointhient ot retired Government officials 
who were nearing tlffi ap* gf G04* . 


The Hon’ble *Mf. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 

aware of these details. • • 


am not 


Mr.* ADOULLA-AL-MAHMOOD: Will not .the Government be 
held responsible*!]* case these posts aic abolished and the \oung men 
are thiown out of viyployifleirt Y • • 




The Hon’ble* Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: These 

appointments have # been made on a tempoiary jffisis and this fact is 
known to every one of the candidates. * 


Flooding of certain areas in the suburbs of Calcutta.* 

• • 

*78A. Babu tfACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) J s tin- Hon’blo 
Minister in chaige of t li«- Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department aware — 

(?) that a huge hoot ot land neai the Bull t \ganj and Dhakurift 
Kailway station's is now under water; * 

(/?) that the aiea of the same would be about 25 square miles; 

{in) that the whole of the Kasha Koad horn a few yards off the 
Balhganj station eastward is under water; 

(? c) that tin 4 water has leached and o\eiffiooded the courtyards of 
the residential houses of the people tlieie; 

(r) that the water i* stagnant and is about 4 ft. on the Kasha Koad 
and emits nauseating stench; • * I 

(vi) that the consei valley Vork in that area has been rendered im- 
possible ; 

(n?) that typhoid, cholera, malaria and bacillary dysentery and 
other watt*] -hoi lie and zymotic diseases are apprehended; 

(viit) that there lias aliead\ been a large number of such ca’ses in 
the afea ; 

( ix ) that a portion of this area is under the Tollygunj Municipality 
and about 20 square miles area is under the 24-KotfgiyiaB 
District Board ; 
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(x) that no 'steps have hitherto* been taken either by the Tollygunj 

Municipality, the 24-Pargaiias District Board,* or the Local 
Board and‘ Government to de-water 4he area ; 

(xi) that this condition is due to the silting up*of th£ Bidyadhari ; 

(xii) that the peo])le in the affected ‘area are finding it extremely 

inconvenient even to cook their daily food; 

(xii) that the people in the affected area are finding it extremely 
existence of water inside the huts and the couityard of the 
houses ; and , , , * 

(xiv) that street hydrants are under vatei thufl the drinking water 
supply has been completely cut off in that area? 

(b) Will the llon’ble M 'under consider the desirability of ( taking 
any steps to ameliorate the condition ot this area for the 
interest of the people living therein? t 


• 

MINISTER in charge* of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF. 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blc Mauivi Syed Nausher 
Ali): (a) 

(t) Yes, on account of heavy monsoon lain. 

(ii) and (/,/) The estimated aiea is about lf> squaie miles, of which 
about 2 square miles are within the Tollygunj Municipality. 
r the lemainmg aiea being within tin* jurisdiction of the 24- 

Parganas District Boaid. 

(in) Up to^ about one-fom th <d a mile caM of the Ballygunj Kaii- 
wa> station.,, 

(i r) Y(‘s; in many houses in the flooded area. 

( 7 ') The depth of the. water, which is stagnant, varies from 1 foot 
to 4 ft. on the Kasha Hoad. The stench is bad in some 
places. 

{vi) Conservancy work in the area has naturally become difficult, 
*<but l t lie municipal authorities are doing their best in the 
circumstances. 

{vii) Yes; but steps are being taken by the municipal authorities 
against such outbreaks under the guidance of the Public 
ITesPh Department of Government. 

(viih No such ease has yet been brought to my notice. 

(xi) Yes. 

c (xii) Yes, in some cases. 

(xin) I have no* information that there has been any case of casualty. 
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(xiv) Street hydrants have in soiA cases been raised to a higher 
lewl and the nozzles *of some hydrants are still above level; 
but I admit that there is a great lisle* of contamination of 
the* watej’ supply. 

• 

(a) (x) and (b). I can assure the Hon’ble Member that the whole 
matter Js receiving my most earnest consideration. As soon as the 
information regarding the flooding came to mycmtice, 1 had* a confer- 
ence convened on JViday last of ajl the officers and authorities concern- 
ed, and a copy of the decisions reached at that conference, which 
appeared 'in the.foj’fli of a Press Note on Saturday last is laid on the 

table for the information of -the lion 'hie Member. 

. • 

On Sunday morning I myself in company with my llon'ble colleague 
in chatge ^{•Communications and Works, visittal the flooded area in 
Tangra, Dhappa^ a*id Kasha. We were accompanied by the Director 
of Public Health' .the (4nef Engineer* Irrigation Depaitment, t he ^ 
Chief Engineer, Public Health Depaitment, the District Magistrate, 
24-Parganas, the Chairman, Tollyguijj Municipality, and the Drainage 
Engineer, Calcutta # Corporat ion, and the iomi 14* of our inspection 
generally confirmed the \iews which weie impressed at the confeience 
held on Fiiday last. The gravity oh 1 lie situation is uudeniahle, hut, 
at the same lime, (h>\ enimejit as well as the Municipality had the 
District Hoard aio powerless as Regards taking immediate steps to relieve 
the flooding, m view ot the unanimous opinion of the engineering 
experts that owing to the silling up of the Pidyndliaii liver, no relief 
by gravity flow is possible and that the only othei altei native, namely, 
pumping out the water is also impracticable until after the cessation 
of the monsoon, when i t» * may be possible to isolate the homestead 
areas within the Tollygiinj M unicijfality by the cmisfi action of an 
embankment then to de-water the urea by puyiping the water into a 
suitable channel. I have, bowcvci, diicctcd the District Magistiate 
to take steps forthwith to advise the inhabitants ot this area to move 
temporarily to higher lands, and to submit "pioposils to (lovcinment 
for the erection of temporary quaileis on whatcvei high lands might, 
be available for bis puyiose. 

On the que 1 lion of saleguaids to^public hetihh, f ha\*‘ been assured 
by the Chairman of t lit* Tollygunj Municipality that he is dofng every- 
thing possible in this direction and that the Municipality has already 
sanctioned a special grant of IC. 0,000 for this put pose. I ha\c 
instructed the Director of Public Health to keep himself in constant 
touch with the municipal authorities and the Chainnanf f)istr let Board, 
and to render all possible assistance to them in taking mcasuies foi 
the prevention ot outbreak of epidemic diseases in the aiea concerned. 
The Assistant Director of Public Health in charge of the Presidency 
Circle, an Assistant Surgeon and thiee Sub-Assistant Surgeone ljave 
been placed oi^ special duty to attend to this matter.* 
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My Hon’ble ‘colleague lias alsfo directed the Chief Engineer, Irriga- 
tion Department, to prepare as soon a£ possible, a scheme for draining 
this area effectively. • As 4oon as swli a scheme is submitted to Govern- 
ment, it will receive their most careful consideration. • 

. # 

. 

Press *Note referred to in the answer to clauses (a) (x) and (b). 

In connection with f the complaints which have* tfeen brought to the 
notice of Government during the last few day's Regarding flooding of 
certain areas within the Tollvgunj Municipality 'and its neighbour- 
hood, a conference was held on Friday morning in Writers’ Buildings, 
Calcutta, at the instance of the llon’ble Minister, Local Self-Govern- 
ment Department. * ‘ , , 

c * 

2. Those present included — t * f 

,(1) Mr. G. S. Drift, I.C.S., Secretary, Fublic Health and Local 

Self-Government Department, 

(2) Mr. M. 0. (hit-ten, I.C.S, DLtiict Magisdhte, 24-Fargana,. 

(d) Mr. T. A. Furry, Chief .Engineer, lirigation Department, 

(4) 'Mr. F. C. Griffin, (’hief Engineer, Fublic Health Department, 

(5) Lt.-Col. A. 0. rhatterjee, I.M.S., Dirceioi, of Fublic Health, 

(G) The Chief Executive Officer, Calcutta Corporation, 

(T) The Chief Engineer, Calcutta Corpoiatinn, 

< (8) The Chairman, District Board, 24-Faiagans, 

(fl) The phairman, Tollygunj Municipality, 

(10) Mr. S. C. Majumdar, Superintending Engineer, Irrigation 

Department,* 

(11) Rai Girish Chandra Sen Bahadur, Deputy Secretary, Fublic 

Health and Local Self-Government Depai tmeiit . , 

3. As a result of discussion, it was ascertained that water bad 
accumulated fn an* area 'covering » about 1(1 sq. miles within the Tolly- 
gunj MuhVoipality, Boincheetola union board, ITaltoo union board and 
a large portion of khas malial land in the ruial area of the 24-Farganas. 
The accumulation of water had been taking place every year for the 
last 10 or 11 \ears. The natural drainage outlet for this accumulation 
was the Bidyudhari river, hut unfortunately this river had for some 
years been steadily silting up until the water level had now risen so 
high that water could no longer flow off into that liver. The accumula- 
tion of water lias become progressively worse in recent years in propor- 
tion o»l the Bidyadhari river has deteriorated. The situation now is 
that since relief by gravity flow is no longer possible, thf only practical 
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method of disposing of this flooding by pumping wftiter into what- 
ever channel ?s available. At the present time, the only channel so 
available for receiving th«s pumping discharge is fhe Calcutta Corpora- 
tion’s storm-water channel which is already over-loaded. For the same 
reason, namely, ^the deterioration of the Bidyadhari river, the other 
low areas to the east and south-east of this area arc also inundated to 
a considerable depth. 

4. The inundation this year has jreen worse oft account of the heavy 

monsoon rainfall atu^ the conditions have been such that all drainage 
channels and pumping .inslallafidns air already overworked. It was 
unanimously agreed* That, in these circumstances no immediate relief 
was possible, and that .there 1 'was no other a^ei native than to advise 
the people who are tlug worst all ceded to consider the feasibility of their* 
removirfg. ii^ms^lves^ temporarily to quarters on higher lands. • 

5. The Engifte^s present suggested that from the engineering point 
of view, the ojily possible jf ay of giving ‘relief would be, after tlw— 
cessation of the jyonsoon, to isolate the homestead area within #the 
lollygunj Municipality by the conshuction of |pi embankment and 
then to de-water such area by pumping into the sform-water channel of 
the Calcutta ^Corporation. 

The District Magistiate of the iM-Paiganas has undei taken , to exa- 
mine the question as to how t*lp' cost of constructing and maintaining 
such an embankment could be financed. 

C>. The Engineers present were, unanimously of opinion that the 
flooding was done by the watoi from the Calcutta Corporation area 
was not correct. The main leason tor the flooding was < lit* heavy 

monsoon rainfall this year'and obsti action to its natuial run-off. 

♦ 

It was pointed out that under the E. B. Railway thcie are two 
culverts between the (>th mile near Jadavpur ‘and the Gaiia bridge 
and three other cuherts between the Dhakuria railway station and 
the Gth mile. ’Water flows from tin* ead tp the west through the 
former two cuheits and thence from the west to the east thiougli the 
latter three culveits and thus adds to Ihe congeslion in the Banchanan- 
gram area. It would reduce flooding in these aieas if these culverts 

were temporarily closed. • * • * 

• 

7. It was agreed that when Dr. ])cy\ outfall scheme comes into 

operation, this aiea will Ire linked with tin* suburban storm-water 
channel of the Calcutta Corporation, into which all drainage accumula- 
tion w r ill pass. * 

8. The Director of Public Health lias made recommendations re- 
garding the steps to be taken to ensure safety of public health in the 
area affected and to prevent the outbreak of epidemic diseases wfthiu 
the Tollvgunj Municipal area. The Chairman of the T<*Hygynj 
Municipality has promised to carry out these recomhiemlations. 
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Rai HAREORA NATH CHAU-DHURI; With reference to answer 
(a) (, x ) and (b), viz., to isolate the hoiYiestead areas by tke construction 
of an embankment atid then to de-water the ai*ea by pumping, why were 
no steps taken before the monsoon set in? , 

» 

The Hon’ble MAULVI SYED NAUSHER ALI: The flood this 
year is somewhat unprecedented. No doubt there was flooding in the 
past, but it was never* known that flooding would take such an unusual 
dimension this year. So far as the. raising of an embankment is con- 
cerned, it was •primarily t lie concern' of th£ loehl authorities. Govern- 
ment have now realised the seriousness of the situation ail'd they are 
taking all possible steps f to see that the local authorities do the needful 
#as early as possible. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Wl,a* has been done 
*.*’ ith representations made*ffom the Tolf\»anj Municipal area during 
the, last three or four yea is? 

# 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAU8HER ALI:‘ I am not aware of 
such representations. , 4 » 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Is it not a tact that in Tangra 
five of the culverts on the Corporation road have been closed so that 
water from that area cannot pass through with < lie result that the 
inhabitants are in great danger? 

t 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED tyAUSHER ALI: No doubt some cul- 
verts have been closed on the load as a pioteetion uirninst the water 
coming into the area* of the Calcutta Corpoiation. Fiom what we 
know to lie the position there it is a debatable point as to whether the 
Corporation was justified* in doing so or not. 4 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI 3 lias the matter been 

hrotight to the notice at* Corpoi r.t ion authorities? 

• p 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI : It will be brought 
to the notice* of the Corporation. 

r « 

Mf. RASIK LAL BISWAS; Will the (ioveinment bear the oost 
of removal to big-li laud- of inhabitants of (lie affected area in Tolly- 

The Hon'ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: I tfciuk not. 
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Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: In view of the alarming situation 
at Tangra, will the Government ask the Corporation to reopan the 
culverts P 

a 

The 'Hoft’ble Ma'ulvuSYED NAUSHER ALI; I think Government 
will not be justified in asking the Coroporation to do so without first 
ascertaining the real state .of things. 

. Mr. £ANT08H KUMAR BASO: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether wutei -Rigging jn Calcutta is asiy the less with- 
out water coming fflnm outside ar&isP 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order: that question does not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to wjiich answers were laid on table) 

£xf>enditure on hHI exodus during summer, 1937. 

* • 

22.* Mr. ANUJCUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Horfble Minister 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state the expenditure 
incurred by Government in connection with tin* visit of members of 
Government and their staff to Darjeeling during the summer of lb-17 ? 


MINISTER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker): About Its. 40,000. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: How much of this Its. 4fi,000 
was for «the journeys of the Ministeih and much for those of the 
staff? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BANKER: 1 ^ant notice. 


River Titash in Tippera. 

23. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) U the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware — 

(i) that the river Titash in the district of Tippera is^the # only 
drainage for the subdivision of Brahmaftbaria : 
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(ii) that the heel of the riveHhas silted near Akhaura, an important 
jute centre, in fhe subdivisibn of Brahmanbaria, to the loss 
and incon,Tenietice to the jute business and general traffic; 

and • 

# 

(Hi) that representations for tire re-excavations of. the bed of the 
river have been made by t th£ people as well as by the Assam- 
. Bengal ltailway Company Limited and jute companies at 
Akhaura? * 

(b) Is the IJon’ble .Minister considering, the* desirability of taking 
steps to make t lie river navigable throughout the year?. 

MINISTER in chargfe of COMMUNICATIONS 'and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaj'a Sris dhandra, £tandy, of 
fcasimbazar): (a) Yes! r « * 

(b) The subject of the silting in the Titash riv/u,', in the Brahman- 
buria subdivision, has been under observation and investigation for 
some time past. The main difficulty is that the flow in the Titash river 
is held up by the hifth water level in the Meghna river. Dredging 
in the Titash river, south of Akhaura, will not only be very costly, 
bul its efleet will not last long amd the benefit there froVn* will not be 

commensurate witli the large cost incurred. 

. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Was any expert appointed to 
enquire into the subject of silting up of the river Titash? 

t The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY of Kasimbazar: 

1 do not think so. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With refei ence to answer (b) 
is the statement made therein based on the opinion of experts. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja‘SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

It is based on the opinion of the experts in our service. 

MV. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Js it not a contradictory state- 
ment on fffe part of the Hon’ble Minister to say that no expert was 
appointed and then again to say that the statement is based on the opin- 
ion,-. of experts? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, Order: The question does not arise. You 
wanted to know whether experts were appointed and to that the reply 
was that no appointments were made. To your next question the reply 
is that the opinion is based on the experience of departmental experts. 
Ttare is therefore no contradictory statement on the part of the Hon’ble 
Minister. * 
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Breaches in the Coorpti embankrtjent, Tippera. 

24. Mr. DHIRENDrtA NATH DATTA: (a)* Will the Hon’ble 

Minister .in charge 'of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department be pleased fo staff — 

(?) ^iow many breaches, in the Goomti embankment of the district 
of Tippera have occurred since the embankments have been 
# declared. public ambankpient under the Bengal Embankment 

Act, 1882; rfml • 

• • 

(ii) the extent *of ih'e loss caused therein ? 

• • • 

{})) Js the llon’ble % Minister«a>\ are that some portion of the embank* 
ment on ‘the novth ^ the river Goomti is iiot maintained either by th<? 
Government or bA fhe Tripura Baj authorities ? 

• / . • 

(c) Is it a* fact that iif s]»i < e of the representations made by the 
people and as well*as by the tenure-holders no effective steps have Been 
taken to notify the^e portions as the public emtyfnkment ? 

(<D I s tljf Hon’ble Minister aware that there have been breaches 
in that portion of the embankment in* every \ear causing immense loss 
to the*agrieulturists and to ify* tenure-holders who contribute to the 
cost of the maintenance of the embankment? 

(r) Does the Tlon’ble Minister contemplate taking immediate and 
effective steps to relieve the people from the constant floods due to the 
breaches in the Goomti embankment? • 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHATIDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a \ ( / ) The embankment on t be right bank of the Goomti from village 
Golabari to village Solanal, a length of about { .) miles, and the embank- 
ment on the left bank from village Ivatak-Bazar to village Kansanagor, 
a length of about 21 miles, in tlmna Comilla, were taken charge of by 
Government for maintenance in the \ear 1020. 

A statement showing the number of breaches .wlii^i occurred in 
this portion of the einhankmejit since that time is placed OTfejhe table. 

(ii) As noted in column o of the statement. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Yes. It is not intended to take over this porfifm of eiybank- 
ment as its maintenance would be harmful to the Gomilla Protective 

Embankment (left) which protects the important town of Gomilla. 

• 

( d ) I have no detailed information about the breaches in # the non- 
Government portion of the embankment. 
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(e) Construction of an escape on the Goomti bank with the object 
of disposing of a portion f>f the flood and giving some reiief to the area 
affected, is under consideration. i 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (d) (i) of unstarred question 
No. 24, showing the number of breaches which occnred in the Government 
portion of the Goomti Ernbankment since 1920. * 


Date. 

Place where breach 
t oeeured ' 

Mileage 

t Bank. 

Extent of damage caused by the 
breach. 

8-10-22 

All Khar Chur 

11th 

Left 

Not known. 


After 192*2 there was no breach in the portion of embankment maintained by Government till t he 
-year 1929. 


,9-6-29 

Kunthaliu 

13th 

Left 

1 Damage to outcrops was consl* 
V » Table' lmt the soil benefited 

11-0-29 

Suharnapur 

3rd 

Bight 

j an 1 p odueed good uman crops 
lat t on 

‘-8-UU 

Katnabati 

fth 

Bight ' 

The breach did not cause much 
damage to crops and wus closed 
iiftei the Hood subsided 

23-0-4 

Ditto , 

i 

7tli ' . 

Bight 

No damage as the breach was 
clicked prompth 

14-8-33 

Diumiria 

(it h 

Bight 

The current through the breach was 
immediately , controlled bv con- 
st rueting a t< mporary ring bund. 
The damage was slight 

10-8-30 

Aralura 

9th 

Left* 

No damage ' 

20-0-37 

Hnmchandrapiu 

10th 

Lett 

No dAmage as the breach was 
immediuleh ( losed 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With nb ucncc to answer (</), 
is the Hon’ble Minister aware that a portion ot tin 1 embankment was 
maintained by t lie Tripura Raj? 


The Hon’ble Maharftja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I think so. 


Special Officers, Debt Conciliaticn Boards. 

* ■ t 

25. r hr. SHAH 8YED COLAM SARWAR HOSAINI: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department he pleased to state — 

(/) whether there aje any retired officials of Government employed 
- as Special Officers in connection with the Debt Conciliation 
Boards; and 

{ii) if so, their number and the posts from which they retired? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK,: (i) Yes. 
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(ii) Six. One Sub-Deputy Collector, one Inspector of Schools, 2 
District Sub-Be^istrars, one Injector of Ilolice and another Khas 
Tabsildar and Settlement# Revenue Officer. • % 

• 

Khan 8aheb yiaulvi 8. ABQUR ROUF: Is the llon’ble Minister 
aware that there is a strong public feeling against the appointment of 
retired (government officials? 

The HOn’ble Mr*. MUKUNDfl BEHARY MULLICK: 1 am not 

aware, Sir v 


Amendment of the. Agricultural Debtors Act. 

V 

26. Maulvi H^IZUDDIN CHOUDHURY I Will the Hon me 

Minister in charge .oi the Cooperative Cncifct and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to sfate whether (iovernment intend amending 
the Agricultural Debtors Act with a view to bring within its operation 
the liabilities of the* debtors to the Cn-opera^iveeSoeieties ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUflDA BETHARY MULLICK: Debts due 
t * 

to Co-operative Societies are already within the scope ot the Act. Such 

debts are not ioumi among an\ ot the excluded liabilities enumerated 
in item (A) of section 2. No such amendment is, therefore, called for. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is the Double Minister aware that tlieie 
a special provision in the Agricultural Debtors Act that people, having 
debts in co-operative banks, will not #be permitted to aflply to Debts 
Settlement Hoards without obtaining pre\ ions jiermission from the 
Registrar of Co-operative Societies? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am sorry, 
my Hon’ble fyiend is wrong; there is no such provision. 

Operation to the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act, 1435. 

27. Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (a) Is. the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department aware of the delay in giving full and pronyij; operation to 
the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act, 1933? 

• 

( b ) is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that some 24 ordinary Debt Settlement Boards were declared 
to be formed under section 3 (2) of the Beygal Agricultural 
' X 
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Debtors Act in the Hajiganj Circle in the district of Tippera 
as published i4 the Calcutta Gazette of the 39th July, 1936; 
and / i’ . 

( ii ) that the first sittings of those boards as* requited under sub- 
rule (1) of rule 3 of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Rules 
were delayed till the first' week of December, 1936? 

o 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that notices under section 34 of 

the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Aqt were. in a large number of cases 
rejected by some civil" courts in the 4 Chandpur ‘subdivision on grounds 
of mere formalities and technicalities? a * 

(d) If the answer t6 (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
^Minister be jdeased to state the number of cases in whicl^the^ notices 
hinder section 34 of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors AT issued by the 
Debt Settlement Boards of the Hajiganj Circle wvro rejected by the 

— civil courts of Chandpur up tb the 30th Af.pl, 193? ? 

\e) Are the (Government considering the desirability of setting up 
a special Debt SeURv^uit Board in the Hajiganj Circle in the Tippera 
district invested with powers under section 7 of the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Debtors Act, 1935? * 

(f) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleifsed to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing tor the period between the 30th Jvdy, 1936, and the 
10th of December, 1036, for Chandpur subdivision of Tippera — 

(/> money suits (small cause court and rent) decreed; and 
- (//) sales held? 

The Hon’ble Mr. tylUKUNDA BEHARY MULUCK: (a) I am 

not aware ot any avoidable delay in giving full and prompt operation 
to the Act. 

(b) (t) Yes. 

(ii) Yes, in 14 cases; there was unavoidable delay in supplying 
forms prescribed under (he rules, the printing of which involved more 
time thandiad been anticipated, "the necessary forms were not received 
in Tippera till November, after which first sittings of boards were 
arranged. 

(c) Yes, in several cases; but I am not aware of the reasons for 
their findings*' * 

(d) 149. 

( e ) Yes; as soon as formal proposals are received from local 
Authorities. 

\f) (/) 5,208 >and (ii) 847. 
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A Member: Is the Jlou’ble Minister aware that iifcsome rases the 
first sittings were not held even«af'ter a mon^i ? 

The Hotl’bie Mr.MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 do not think 

I have anything* further, to add to the answer I have given. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: <jn Bengali) Is the Uon’ble Minister 
aware tlnit certain Mahajans take interest on lli^ir capital in Khe shape 
pf agricultural produced 

The Hon’ble «Mr.« M U K U N D A BEHARY MULLICK: 1 am afraid 

that question does not arise <\ut of the main question. 

* • • 

Maulvi 4£DUL HAKIM: • (In Bengali) Will the Debt Settlement 
Boards be comfteten* to decide settlement of such debts? 

* t* 

Mr. SPEAKER*:* That*. L not a question for eliciting information, 
but one of legal opinion. • 


Debt Settlement Boards. 

28.® Maulvi MD. ISRAlk (*;) M ill llie Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to state — 

(/) the numbei ot applications received up to the 30th dune, 1937, 
by the Debt Settlement Boards; and * 

{in the total amount claimed by the creditors in thosj* applications? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the # fact that t he ordinary 
boards have not been invested with powers under sections 9 ( 2 ) and 

13 (2) of the Agricultural Debtors Act? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, do the Government 
contemplate* to vest these boards with the power under the said 
sections ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKU>1DA BEHARY MULLICK: "* u) The 

information required is being collected and a repl\ willjbe given when 
this is available. 

(b) and (c) Government are prepared, and intend, tq invest ordinary 
boards with powers under sections 9 (2) and 13 (2) as and whefi local 
officers send theft recommendations; and instructions to this effect have 
been issued. One hundred and forty -one ordinary boards in 8 di^ricts 
have already been invested with power under section 9 (2). Of these, 

14 have been empowered under section 13 ( 2 ) as wej£. 
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Maul vi MUHAMMAD l8RAkL: When will this information be 
available? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I have already 
stated in the answer that as soon as it is available I shall inform my 
hon’ble friend about it? 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: With reference to answer (b) 
and (c), will the Uon’ble Minister kindly state the names of the districts 
he refers tor 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I want 
notice. 

t » » 

<■► * 

Difficulty of the agriculturists to secure loan owing 10 the enforcement 
of the Agricultural Debtors Act. 

29. Mr. CHAR CHANDRA ROY: (a) .Will the llon’ble 
'Minister in charge of the to-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
])e])artment be pleased to state whether hr is in possession of any report 
showing that the working of the Debt Settlement Boards has not 
adversely affected the work of the civil Courts in the districts in which 
the Agricultural Debtors Act is in operation? 

(b) Ts the Hon’ble Minister aware that a large number of lawyers 
in the districts in which the said boards are operating have been thrown 
out of employment? 

(c) Is the TIon’hle Minister aware that owing to the enforcement 
of the Agricultural Debtors Act the agriculturists themselves find it 
difficult, to secure loans in their dire necessity'? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) No such 
report has been received. 

(b) and (c) No. 

* .» 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: With reference to answer (/), 
is it not a fact that on account of the working of the Debt Settlement 
Board, the agriculturists themselves have been suffering for not being 
able to secure loans? Has the Hon’ble Minister made an enquiry in 
that respect? 

Tbe Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It has never 
been brought to my notice that such a thing has happened, but if my 
hon*ble friend desires, I may make an enquiry. 



19:17.] QUESTIONS. 497 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA! Did the Hon’ bit) Minister think 
it fit to mak^ an enquiry into file matter wter lie gol notice of this 
question. • • \ 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: Under, ostler: .] must make the position clear. A 
question is asked for the purpose of eliciting information. But if a 
member # desires that on tlx* basis of a certain statement an enquiry 
should be made, J think it is the duty of that member to write to that 
effect tojlie ITon'lJe Minister concerned. 

* • • • • 

A Member: (InJTengali) With reference to answer (e), mav J know 

flic source of his information ? 

• • 

The* Ho»$le Mr. MUKUNtlA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 am sorry. 

Sir. 1 never saul.si^* 

• • 

• • 

$ections.26C and 26F of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

30. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY QHPUDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing "for each sear tor the period from 
1932-33 to 1936-37— 

( /' ) the numbA" ot transfers of holdings under section 26U of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act; and 

{ ii ) the number of cases in which the right of pre-emption under 
section 2GF of the Bengal Tenancy Act was exercised bp 
fhe landlords? •• 


MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (?) The information is Tint readily avail- 
able. It is being collected but this v> ill fake some time. The informa- 
tion. whAi available, will ho supplied. 

(ii) A statement is laid on the table. 

• 

Statement referred to in the answer to clause f n) t>f nn starred question 

# No. 30. 

Number of ^ases in which the right of pre-emption unTler section 2GF 
of the Bengal Tenancy Act was exercised by the landlords — 


1932- 33 

1933- 34* 

1934- 35 

1935- 36 

1936- 37 


13 


... 1,052 

987 

... 1,168 
... 1,776 
. 2,2 bf 

*v 
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MR. BIRENDRA KISHORE’ RAY CHOUDHURY: May I have 

the names of districts whef e the right of pre-emption was not exercised 
by the landlords? < 

The Hon’ble Si r BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I want notice. 


Amount spent for the restriction of jute cultivation. 

31. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries department he pleased to 
state — 

(i ) the amount spent for the restriction of jute ru j4 ivn i ion in 
Bengal in (1) 19J4-J7), and (2) IMo-'hV and 
(it) the result of such Movement.? 

« 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hobble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (/) (1) Ks. J9,42(> approximated and (2> IN. BhSS'i appioxi- 
liintely. 

(u) The member is lelened to the ^communique published m 7th 
October, lJKMi, a cojn of which is placed on the Lillian table. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will (he II on'lile Minister he pleased 
to state* whether it is under contemplation ot Go\ ei mnont to introduce 
some' detinit(‘ system of jute restriction wit!, a view to raise the juice 
of jute? 

The Hon’bte Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I would ask the Ilon'ble Member to wait till 1 move the Agricultural 
Budget when 1 propose to place before the House a comprehensive 
scheme for economic uplift. 


Appointments in the office of the District Magistrate and Collector, 

Jessore. 

32. Mr. RASIK LAL. BISWAS: p/> Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of tile' Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing since January, 19J2 — 

(0 the number of appointments made by the District Magistrate 
and Collector of Jessore in the < 1 ) ministerial, (2) menial, 
and Court of Ward’s service; and 
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(it) the number appointed* for the 1 2 3 members of the scheduled castes 
with their (1) names •rJ) dates oflappointment and (3) pre- 
sent pay? , \ \ 

(b) Wlutl steps do tiie Government intend taking towards reaching 
the proportion of appointments t<» he given to the scheduled tastes P 

(v) ]4o the present Government contemplate any change in jhe policy 
of the previous (iovernment with jcgard to tlfc appointment of the 
scheduled castes irt Uovenfmen^ services? 


The Hon’ble Sir BKIOY t>RASAD SINGH ROY: <o> A statement 

is placed on the tabhV • * 

V H 

(h) No turt^e^tcps beyond those taken in Government Order 
No. 9898 A., dateif the ‘JM ^eptembor, 198Q (of wliich a cop\ is placed 
on the fable), lire conlemphtted at present. 

(c) No. 


State aunt rm/ to In th< avsivn’ to ejansr (n) (/) and (it) of nn starred 

• question Xo. TJ. 


Clerical appointments math 
•lannarv 1 «.V| L » 


-inn 


! Menial appomtiin nf'. made \ ppoiitt iim nt made 
1 »iMii human 1 9‘{2 \\ iinlx' mt\ it i x -im 

I9i2 


It) Culllt 

.1 jl llll.l I \ 


nl 


Total 
niimbi i 
of 

apiHiuit- 

ments 


I 


.Numl» i appointt <! loi t In 

lilt lllllt I> ol til. x< lirtllllt t| 

< :ixti x with tin ir (I ) nann x, 
(2) tlait ' of appoint nu n* 
ami (.0 present pa\ 


T ota) 
inmiltei 
ot 

appoint • 
ineiils 


Nmole i 

appojnteil loi i 
l In im iiiIm ix <i| 

t lie* Xt I let 1 II 1 1 d 

fasti x with their 
(h mi n it s 12) 
ilatix ot 
appointment 
ami Cl) fin si nt 
pa\ 


I ot III 
niililhei 
ol 

nppoint- 

•lIKMlts 


T 


Permanent. 


N uni 1 m i appnmti il li'oin 
Off lilt mitt Is (i| t lie 
x< huliiletl enstix with 
t In it ( 1 ) names, < j) ihitt s 
ot n p|M»itif ment ami 
(3) present pa\ 


.(adn Nath Hiswux append- 
ed prohat toner on thf 
7th October, 1930. in the 
scale of lb 35-35 40- 
4 2— «s- 3 2- so 


14:! 


1 limlhiswar Sardui, 
appointed ns a pnik 
Hii tin till tlanli, 
lil.t.!, jil Ks o pi r 

meiiismff 

2 Haznri Surdar, 

ap])ointid as a paik 
jin t hi 14th Mav, 
" 9:t(i, at itn r. j*i i 

mensem 

3 Ahho\ Cliaran 

ItjKwas, appointed 

• hi 1933 on Its. (j jut 
mensem • 

(Bahu JimiKTidra Nath 
Sikdar. a meinbi r 
of the scheduled 

cahtesi, wan ap|Kiifiti‘d 
an a clerk on*Rs. 30 
on th<‘ 2nd Auguaf, 
1935, lijjt. he Httb- 
Hcijuently resitffccd) 
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Clerical appointments made since 
January, 1032. 

"denial appointments made 

Jf since January, ‘1932. 

Appointments made to Court of 
Wards' sendee:, since January, 
1932. 

1 

Total 

number 

of 

appoint- 

ments 

Number appointed for the 
members of the scheduled 
castes with their (I) names, 
(2) dates of appointment 
and (3) present pay 

Total 

number 

of 

appoint- 

ments. 

Number 
appointed for 
the mem here of 
tlio scheduled 
castes with their 
(1) names, (2) 
dates of 
appointment 
and (3) present 
’ pay. 

f Total 
number 
of 

appoint- 

ments. 

Number appointed from 
the members of the 
scheduled castes with 
their (1) names, (2) dates 
of appointment and 
(3) present pay. 

81 

<> 

1 liabu Oinsli Chandra 
Mullik apiwiinted tempo- \ 
rary < lerk on its 3f> per 
mensem from 4th Juh, 
1030 Appointment has 
aireadv ceased 

1 Halm Jadu Natii Ihsuas 
appointed temponiry 

eleik on Its 3.1 pel 

mensem liom the loth 
Augu^f, 103(1 Sinn 

appointed probation! i 

3 liuhu Jnanendi.i'‘j\atli 
SJkita r At Hist npj)4mt- 

i (1 teinpoiai> eli rk on 1 
Its 2.'* per mensem 
on Mu' 2nd ilanuan, 
1037 ApiHuntment .since 
(banned to job and 
conti act late clerk (Ciss 
Ite\aluiition Depait- 

ment ) 

4 Babu Jatmdra Nath 
Bliukta appointed tem- 
porary clerk on Its. 3f> 
]>cr mensem on tlio 0tli 
April, 1037 (continuing) 

Balm Cpeudin Nath 
Das appointed tempo- 
rary clerk on Its 3f» per 
mensem bn the 0th April 

J 037 (( ontinumg) 

tl Balm Lakshnmn Chanbra 
Das appointed temporary 
clerk on its 3.'» per 
mensem on the 4th 
August, 1037 (continu- 
ing). 

I'empi 

34 

i 

, 

nary. 

Nil 

a 

11 

c 

Nil 

k 


/7nr#r, > ( >frrrrd to to the answer to clause {b) of unstarred 
question Xo. 32. 

GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

A ri'OIKTMFNT DEPARTMENT. 

ippohit merit. 

Memorandum No. 9898 A. 

Calcutta, the 21st September , 1936. 
In Appointment Department memorandum Nos. 3540-3554A., dated 
the 28th April, l (> 31, it was stated that Government wer# in favour of 
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encouraging education among the backward glasses by making provision 
for their employment to a reasonable extent |i ministerial appointments 
and announced certain Pleasures which had been adopted with that end 
in view, 'flifc number of suitable candidates from those classes being 
small, percentages court! not •he prescribed for all areas and districts 
but it was ordered that in Faridpur. and Bakargan j at least one out of 
every ttree non-Muhammddan vacancies should, as an experimental 
measure, be filled by candidates belonging to* the backward classes. 
With Regard to *otJier areas, J)i*tricl Officers and other appointing 
authorities were directed to look oi^t fof and encourage* candidates from 
backward classed Especially when' they formed a large proportion of 
the non-Muhammadan* population and to submit returns showing ihe 
progress made from* year to *ear. In Government Order Nos. 107f- 
1085A%-H?^^ted |be s?Nt dune, 1985, the words “minority eon m un- 
ities and backwitr^ classes’’ were substituted for the words “backward 
classes” wherever • they onAired in Appointment Department memo- 
randum of the 28th April, 1931, and the list attached to that irymo- 
randum was replaced by one which i.s based plainly on the list of 
Scheduled Castes shown in (iovernment llcxJulUm No. fM5A.lt., dated 
the 28th Decern bei, 19- »4, a< subsequently amended, with (‘ertain 
additions. * • 

2. # These orders lone no\M>cen m force for fi \ <• \ears and Govern- 
ment have recent If reviewed the position. For this purpose the returns 
received during the experimental period have been examined and the 
view’s of th<‘ (’ommiissionms of Divisions obtained regarding the supply 
of suitable candidates from the backward classes for ministerial appoint- 
ments and the advisability of extending the system of reservation fo 
other districts. While results \ary c<yisidoraMy from district to district, 
(iovernment an* satisfied that good (undulates from fix* backward 
classes arc a\ailable The\ aic also impressed *h\ tlie fact that all such 
candidates hitbeito appointed ha\e been found fi t foi < onfirmat ion. 
There ai**, therefore, good grounds for extending t ho system of rc'Civa- 
tion and Government have decided to extend the effect of the orders of 

1931 in the following wav: — 

• 

Fifteen per cent of the total n # umber of# \ acawies * n the districts 
of Dacca, Birhhmn, Bimlwan. Khulna, Tcssore, Mfltshidalmd, 
24-Paiganas, Bakargan j and Faiidpur shall he filled b\ members 
of tlx* minority communities and backward classes and in the 
districts of Kangpur, Dinajpur and Talpaiguri, a working rule 
shall he adopted under which one candidate shiWl l>e reeruitec} 
from these classes and roinm unities against e\erv four temporary 
vacancies provided qualified candidates aio available. 

3. As regards other areas and districts, the number of sifitalje 
candidates from minority communities and backward classes for minis- 
terial appointment being^ still small, Government not prepared to 
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prescribe any definite percentages butjhe general directions issued in 
1931 should be followed./ As then ordered, candidates from minority 
communities and backward classes possessing tne requisite qualifications 
for any ministerial appointment should not be rejected merely because 
other candidates have reached h higher standard.. A reasonable 
number must be appointed under the usual conditions of probation. 
This preference should be extended only to admission to probation and 
not to confirmation after probation', and probationers from these com- 
munities and classes will be required to reach the 'same standard for 
confirmation as is prescribed for probationers of other communities. 

4. Returns regarding recruitment of candidates from minority 
'communities and backward classes should continue to be submitted to 
Government in the '.form prescribed for the purpose .^Appointment 
Department memorandum Nos. 7G80-7700A., dal cl the 18th April, 
1932). 

•j. A revised list of minority communities and backward classes 
was circulated to all ^departments with memorandum Nos. 1071-1085- 
A. — D., dated the 21st Tune, 1935. 


G. P. Hogg, 

Chief Secretary to the G orrnunent of Bengal. 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: With relerenoe to (<>) and (/>), what 
Is the reason for not giving effect to the percentage of appointments for 
scheduled eastp.-s settled by Government in Memorandum No. 9898-A of 
21st September, 1 93b ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government have 
been pursuing the policy that has been laid down in that Memorandum. 
T do not know what has led the Hon’blc Member to infer /bat Govern- 
ment are not following that policy. 


Malaria in Mymensingh. 

33. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY CHOUDHURY: (a) Is the 

Hon'ble Minis/er in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Govern- 
ment Department aware of the outbreak of malaria in the district of 
Mymensingh ? 

« (ft) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the steps 
proposed 1 to be taken by Government for combating the spread of the 
disease? /• • 
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The Hon’Me Maulvi SYEO NAUSHER ALI: (a) TVs. 

(b) A copy of the report of the Director j)f Public Health showing 
the action that has already l>een taken by Government as well as byi 
the District Board, and further action that is proposed to be taken, is 
placed on the library table. 


Short Notice Qqestion. . 

• • • 

*553. Mr. SllftENDRA fAOHAN MAITRA: (,,) Will the ILou’ble 

Minister in clihrge of * t he Flonie (Special) department he ])leased to 
state-, 

. • • • 

(i) whet her* ijpis a fact that one of the prisoners in the Andamans 

on hunjw-strild* /has already expired; 

• * 

(//) whether jt is also a fact that the condition of four ollieyvs is 
extremely grave; * # 

(Hi) whether ft is a fact that Sj. Karat* Clmndra Bose, t lie leader 
of Jhe opposition in the House, with two others despatched 
a telegram on the 17th instant, to the Thief Commissioner, 
Andamans, requesting him to communicate his message to 
the hunger-strikers in the Andamans to suspend their 
hunger-strike? 

(I,) Will the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to state whether the con- 
tents ot the said telegrams have been communicated to the hungeP- 
strikers ? 

{(■) It so, with what lesiilt? 

(d) If not, why not? 

(() Is it a fact that the relatives of the prisoners are not supplied 
with relevent informations even if they are willing to pay the cost? 

(/) Is not the rule or the practice that the relatives of the detenus 
will he kept duly posted with the conditions of hunger-strikers? 

(,/) Is it a fact that Sj. Golap Chandra Singha! the fathqj.of prison- 
er Sj. Ananta Singha sent a telegram to the Chief Commissioner of the 
Andamans requesting him to communicate his request* to his son Sj. 
Ananta Singha to give up hunger-strike? 

(h) If so, have any steps been taken on fhat telegram? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME (SPECIAL) DEPARTMENT (Thi 
HofPble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) (i) and (U)— The latest nnfqp- 
mation received late last night is to the effect that two strikers # are 
seriously ill. «No deaths have been reported. 
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(a) (Hi) and (6) — I have no information. 

(c) and ( d ) — Do not arise. 

( e ) and (f) — Relatives are informed if the condition of a convict 
gives cause for anxiety. 

* 1 

(ff) and (//) — I have no information. 

Mr. SIBNATH pANNERJEE: May we have a copy of the 
question? We cannot follow tlie answer unless a copy of thq question 
is supplied to u ( s ? 

Mr# SPEAKER: If t members go tin pitting questions after 
questions on short notice and want answers thereto on an emergent 
^patter like this, it ,is not always possible to have ^**p\ies ,df such 
questions made in time and circulate them amongst members. If a 
member wants to know wh.it, a particular question, is, it is primarily 
the concern of that member to consult the nleinber who has given notice 

of iV. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: But the point, Mr. Speaker, 
is that the short-notice question 1ms not been read out. \Vhnt we want 
in regard to a short-notice is that it should be first read out, before 
the answer is given. Wo do not want such a question to be circulated. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right: Secretary will now please read out 
the question and also the answer. 

(The Secretary read out the question as well as t lie answer.) 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Does the Jlon’ble Minister 
make any distinction between deaths having taken place and deaths 
not having been reported? 

The Hott’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, 1 have given 
what information is in my possession and as 'far as I know no death 
has taken place. 


S upj>l emeu tar if Questions. 

Mf. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA. Sir, will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether he will communicate with the Chief 
Commissioner of the Andamans to ascertain whether this message has 
been ‘communicated to the hunger-strikers or not? 


Tht Hon’bla, Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I will tiy to find out. 
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A member from the Congress Group: The Hon'ble Minister in 

answer to a Question the other 'day said tlat the grievances of the 
hunger-strikers would be Hooked into after tne sthike was over. May 
I know if thte information has been communicated to the hunger- 
strikers ? 

The Mon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZlMuDDIN : I am not sure if this 
information has been communicated to the hunger-strikers. 

• • # . 

A member from th*e Congress Croup: WiH the Iton’ble Minister 
be pleased" to sta4e*whetjier the telegram sent by Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose has been # withheld or ilbt? 

The* HorTMe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Uhave no information 
whether any telej^rfm was sent, by Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose or not. 

• ' . • 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Ministei be 
pleased to state whether the information which Up received last night, 
was direct from the Chief Commissioner of tfie Andamans or through 
the Govern n*%pt of India — I mean the information about the serious- 
illness of two hunger-strikers? 

The Hon’ble KlTwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A copy of the wire was 
sent by the Government of India. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether his assuiance that the grievances of the hunger- 
strikers will be taken into consideration if they abandon the hunger- 
strike has been communicated to the Government ot India by the. 
Bengal Government ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN:* Whatever statement has 
been made by me in this House has been communicated to the Govern- 
ment of India. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is another short-notice question. I will 
now take it up. 


Short-notice starred question. 

*532. Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble. Minister in charge of Home (Special) Department? bean 
drawn to the Press report about the hunger-strike in the Berhampore 
Detention Camps ? ^ 
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(6) Is the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of making 
a statement giving full} particulars ' about hunger-strikers including 
their number, and present condition? • 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZI MUD DIN'. About 250 detenus in 
Berhampore camj) have been on hunger-strike at various times since 
the 10th August. The number yesterday was about 200. »T am in- 
formed that there is cno special cause for anxiety with regard to any 
individual. . ■ * 1 

. t 

< * * 

A member from the Congress Group: Will the Olon’bfe Minister 
be pleased to state if th^re is a rule whifch prevents the Commandants 
«of these Camps from giving any particulars to r the members of the 
public wlien such a situation occurs? 

r 

The Hon’ble Khwaja &r. NAZIMUDDJN : Tli^y communicate with 
Government and Government give the information. 

t • 


DEMAND FOR QRANT. 

29 — Police*. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On tne recommendation 
«f 11 is Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Jts. 2,09,08,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “29 — 
Police.” « 

* . 

In this connection I would like to state that this year there is a 
saving in the budget om the Police expenditure as compared with last 
year of Us. 70,000 and last year there was a saving also of Its. 60,000. 
In two years a saving of t Us. 1,80,000 has been effected. Besides that, 
from 1982-85 there was actually an increase of expenditure every year 
by about Us. 8 lakhs. This was arrested in 1936-87 anti since then 
economies have been effected which have given \is a saving of Its. 60,000 
in one year and its.* 70,()00 in another. Over and above this the pro- 
vincial revenues have got a relief to the extent of Its. 3,92,000 on 
account of the contributions made by the Government for ltailway 
Police. As far as possible attempts are being made to reduce Police 
^expenditure and the ol<} Government appointed various committees to 
go into this fpiestion of Police expenditure. Those committees made 
recommendations which when full effect is given, wiB effect reduction 
in expenditure. Over and above that revised scale of salaries has been 
Mit lo'dtieed for new entrants and when full effect is given (it will take 
tfome time for the full effect to be felt) there will be a reduction of 
something like Jto. 2 lakhs. 
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Before I conclude I would like to state t^ie policy of this Govern- 
ment regarding recruitment in Bengal Police j^f the ordinary constables 
excluding the armed brnrtch. In future the reenrttment will be con- 
fined to tjie Ijterate Bengalis. So far as the Calcutta Police is concerned 
the Name principle will*be observed, subject to the restriction that 
suitable men would be available ‘tor, the special needs of the Calcutta 
Police. ^Vith these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. 3ARAT .QJMNDRA BOSE: Sir, may we know fiom the 
Hon'ble Minister as to whether any of the recommendations of the 
committees referred % to by him have been acted upon at all and^ 
secondly, by^Jiat time be expects that full effect will be given to those 
recommendations ‘i • 

.% * • . • 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sfr NAZIMUDDIN: Most of those recom- 
mendations have been accp])ted and given effect b>. 

• • 

Mr. SYED# JALALUDDI.N HA^HEMY : 1 beg leave to move 

item No. £11 which stands in tin* name of Mr. S. A. Gomes. Sir, you 
suggesfed this as an amendment to my adjournment motion notice of 
which 1 gave yesterday. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You move (lie amendment. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: 1 beg to tnove that the 
demand of IK 2,09,08,000 under “29 — Police” # l>e reduced by Its. 100. 

With the inauguration of Provincial Autonomy in Bengal J expected 
and very jrightly expected that a change in Iht^angle of vision, a change 
in the outlook, a change in the mode and methods in the administration, 
a new orientation in culture and tradition of the Government and above 
all a change in the mentality of the Calcutta Police will come about. 
Of course it is idle to expect that a thange wfll (fine overnight. But 
a change has come — a change for the worse. The position of the police 
lathi which was so long vertical has become horizontal^ now. It is a 
change. Sir, during the civil disobedience movement of which I have 
got some experience and m which I had th^ honour to participate. 
I had occasion to defy the law, to defy the authority of*ftw with full 
sense of responsibility. At that time I found that there were two courses 
left to the Police — lath charge or no lathi charge; intervention or 
no intervention *. there was no middle course left to the Police. Bui, 
Sir, now another change has come into the mentality of thfc Police, 
that is an insidious via piedia to interfere with tha ordinary civic 
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rights end duties of the ^ citizen. At that time it was not difficult at 
all for us to understand the Police. ' They did everything under the 
garb of some authority— some judicial authority, and I have no grudge 
against any action of the Police. * 

Now, Sir, with my own eyes I saw* the lathi charges, and believe 
me when I say that most of the police officers of Calcutta who know 
me including Mr. Gordon had occasion to enter my room, when I was 
sleeping, with two revolvers in two hands and other police sergeants 
with torch lights in their hands. I had * no difficulty to understand 
that position. They did it with some authorityj— with judicial autho- 
rity. But, Sir, the scene I witnessed the other da/ oh the 22nd August 
last was so shocking, so terrible, so unthinkable that 5 cannot describe 
it in words. It can better be imagined .than described. I found to my 
surprise Mr. Robertson, the Assistant Commissioner of^'olice, leading 
a procession inside the hall where the annual general meeting of the 
Bengal Presidency Moslem League was going onv under the presidency 
of fyo less a man than Sir Syed Wazir Nassau, the e.r-Chief Judge of the 
Oudli Chief Court, lie was followed by Mr. Ispahani and Comrade 
Abdur Raharnan Siddique and a large number of gentlemen — I will 
not call them hooligans and I will not use any strong terms to-day, 
Sir, my friend Comrade Abdur R\ihaman*Siddique is a foreign politician 
and statesman of repute having experience not only of Indian polities 
but of politics of Near East and the Continent lor. He will bear me 
out and many members of this House will bear me out when I say that 
the meeting was going on peacefully. The meeting was going on from 
2 p.m. to J-45 p.m. — 

A voice: No. 

A friend says “no. 1 * If I am mistaken he will correct me. 

Sir, I will not say a word which is published in the daily vernacular 
“Azad,” T will quote some authority, I will quote a few lines from 
the clean paper which )s more a journal than a newspapei — I mean 
the “Star of India.” Not that it is a news, it is an authorised state- 
ment issued by the so-called elected Secretary of the Bengal Presidency 
Murlim League. *The statement is issued by Mr. Syed Badrudduja, 
said to » te the Secretary of the Bengal Presidency Muslim League. 
Therefore, Sir, it is an authorised statement in which he says: — 

“As soon as the President took the chair Molla Jan Md. raised a 
point of order drawing the attention of the President to the obstruc- 
tionist tactics aidopted by some hired men at the gate who were forcibly 
preventing bona fide members of the League from taking part in the 
deliberations of the meeting. The President, however, turned a deaf 
ear to it. Mr. Shamsur Rahman again drew the attention of the chair 
to the conduct of the hooligans at the gate but the President refused 
to listen to his protest. At this stage the up-country nod-members who 
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were found occupying most of the seat!* in the house assumeda threaten- 
ing attitude and created an unseemly row. w*> en the situation assumed 
alarming proportions, Mr. JSyed Badrudduja n&ide aji earnest appeal to 
the President to take.a calm and dispassionate view of the situation and 
conduct ^he* proceeding^ in op orderly fashion consistent with the 
dignity of the League and exhorted the President in all seriousness to 
depute a ^responsible officer pf (he League at the gate to check the 
vagaries of the people posted there so that bona-fide members might 
get in; byt all appeals and # en treaties were fruitless and the majority 
of the bona fide members of the^Leaguy had n<* other alternative but 
to leave tl rts Ilall.ag emphatic protest and hold the meeting in the 
verandah under the preside iiey.of Mr. Abdul Pari (one ol my colleagues 
in this House)/* Sir* when the meeting began — I must sa\ that it was, 
the annual g^eral meeting of the Bengal Presidency Muslim League, 
invitation letters issued to the members and as per rule only 

members weie allowed to into the hall, and take part in the pro- 

ceedings and according to tJie rules memVrs who paid their annual 
subscriptions could *take part in the debate — it was brought to ^he 
notice of the President Sir S\ed Wuzir llassa^ # that some members 
had been lett out, they were not allowed to enter in. lie at once asked 
the Secret a r\ the League 1)/. R. AJimed to enquire into the matter 
and put llyngs aright. Thai was the only course for the President 
who caftie all the way from another ])rovinee to Calcutta. The mem- 
bers who raised the fioint of older left the meeting as a mark of protest 
and they say that they held another meeting of the Moslem League 
in the verandah. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ordei •.order. 1 am afiaid we are not concerned 
with the internal ecoiioin v ol the Muslim League. Wo ^rre here con- 
cerned with the police and I was expecting that some police would come 
in by this time but have not yet found anybody except Mr. Robertson! 
(Laughter). 

• 

Mr. SYEQ JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: To my surprise, Sir, 1 
found Mr. Robertson entering the hall with a procession. Before that 
I found that 12 Indian constables and two seigeank had been posted 
at the gate of the Dental Hail at 114, Lower Cfreular Rr*d. I do 
not know under whose requisition those police officers and constables 
were posted. Presumably they were posted by the Pifiice Commis- 
sioner apprehending some breach of peace or as per usual practice of 
posting police officers at public meetings as is done in Wig Albert Hall 
or Town Hall. But it was not at all a public meeting; it was a meeting 
of the members of a certain association. We do not grudge police 
maintaining all possible order but there was no disorder at all. *The 
meeting began at 2 p.m. and all on a sudden Mr. Robertson ^habbil} 
dressed with r^in-coat on — 
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Mr. SPEAKER* Order, order. I think you are not entitled to 
make a remark like that A the House. You are in a privileged position 
in this House but you should not east an aspersion of the nature you 
have made on a Government officer who is not -present ip the House. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : &t, my point was that 
he was npt in uniform. Without any police badge or uniform he entered 
the Hall and among- the people ^rho followed him I found with my 
own eyes the two gentlemen whose names I hayp ^already mentioned , 
and they all began to shout in a manner which I Jo not like to describe 
and waste the time of the House. There was no r other course left to 
the President hut to adjourn the meeting. Sir r 1 personally intervened 
and asked Mr. Robertson “Why and under wjiat circumstances and tor 
svhat reason you have entered this Hall and are create g this sort of 
disturbance Mr. Robertson replied in presence* tf many members 
“I have brought these nun, who have got their tickets with them.” 
I a^t once retorted “Mr. Rol>er1son, it is hot your business to arrogate 
to yourself the duly of taking the ticket of the members of the Moslem 
League: there is no disorder here, unnecessarily you are creating dis- 
order here and asking the members of the League to vacate the Hall 
in which they are peacefully joining in the deliberations ot )he meeting. “ 
Still lie insisted on dri\ing members out -of the Hall. In I he meantime 
the number of persons swelled inside the Hall and it was impossible 
for us to remain there and we had to leave the Hall under pressure of 
the police — he had with him an Inspector of Police, a Sub-Inspector 
of Police and one or two sergeants. Sir, 1 have seen police entering 
She private residence of gentlemen when some associations were 
declared unlawful, when some meetings were declared unlawful, but 
the meeting of the Bengal Presidency Muslim League was not declared 
illegal and there was so disorder or apprehension of disorder. As per 
the statement issued by the so-called Secretary of the League, it is 
evident that they left the meeting hall and held another meeting in 
a place which is about half a furlong off from the place where we had 
been— 

(At tli is s$age .the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


After Adjournment . 

M f. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Sir, I will be very brief 
and to the point. I would first of all put some questions to the Home 
Minister and then I will finish my speech. 

* Assuming for a moment that the report published in the newspapers 
thflft the' doors were shut to some of the bona fide members, I have 



1937.] ^DEMAND FOR GRANT. ; 511 

I 1 

already said that members entered and walked |traight to the hall. May 
I ask, Sir, who deputed these t/n constables pnd two sergeants at the 
gate at 12 o’clock, and w**re not these men enough to maintain order 
and peace if ‘there* was any disorder. May I ask who deputed 
Mr. A. K. Robertson to fcnter into the hall? Was it the Deputy Com- 
missioner, the Commissioner of Police or the Home Member himself? 
May I ask who has taken the responsibility of that particulai; officer? 
May 1 ask in all seriousness whethcr.a breach of •the peace was appre- 
hended *t this Aiwi^al Genera] Meeting of the Bengal Presidency 
Moslem League? Is jt not a fact llptt the Home* Minister apprehended 
that the party hb belongs to would he defeated at the meeting, and 
actuated by thaLapprehension lie deputed Mr. Robertson to disperse the 
meeting? Witli regard to thi* particular officer, I will not say any-* 
thing. *bf oeft^ou arises, 1 will do so. 1 will no4 say anything about* 
the Colson -G or doif dispute : I will not say a word about the conditions 
of Calcutta, about tlK^Chin&e* dens, about 4 111 gambling dens in Fatka- 
bazar, about the luxurious motor cars of a particular officer. I will pot 
say that a particular officer owns and maintains thyee or four houses in 
Calcutta. 1 will oifly say that if 1 am uskejl til take charge of this 
portfolio of hnv and order, 1 will at once forget all past things and purty 
spirit, hut I will not take the responsibility of such an irresponsible 
officer yho*does not care for a%iy law or order. May I mention by a 
passing reference fjiat Mr. A. K. Robeilson was invited by some 
responsible member of the Cabinet to go and disperse the meeting. May 
I suggest also that it this be proved then we are helpless here. Tt the 
Minister in charge of Law’ and Order takes this sort of advantage on 
persons who are holding a # lawful public meeting, we have no other 
course but to resign our seals here and go away to our tillage homes 
and lead a peaceful life there. [ must confers that if I give expression 
to my views 1o-da\ on the floor of this House, I sliall ask for protection, 
as I care for my head, my life, mv property and my honour. If I do 
not get thy protection, 1 must confess that either I will have to vote in 
future against my conscience or I shall have to resign my seat. A few 
years ago I was removed from this House. But I must confess that 
when I used to speak here I had no hesitation jn speaking against tthe 
late Sir William Prentice or Sir Robert Reid, life then MfipW in 
(diarge of Law’ and Order, because they forgot everything as soon as my 
speech or my observation was finished; they had no personal grudge 
against me and 1 honestly criticised their action. But 1 feel great 
hesitation to-day to pass any remarks against the IJqp’ble Home 
Minister because you might have seen in the columns of newspapers — 
and I am sure the Press Officer knows it very well — a leaflet in which 
it is said by one Maulana Aim Rezak Malihahadi that if anybody does 
this he will he made “cool”. Some eight or ten persons, hooligans* 
entered the house and assaulted him. He has got one police officer *to 
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protect him. *1 want some such protection, I want a sergeant by me to 
protect my head, my life, m.y dignity^and my prestige.* Is it possible 
for an individual ipemb^r of ffclfr-House to protect himself against the 
onslaught and vagaries of the**police force. If the police force be let 
loose like this, our life is not wor e th living. r I would beg* the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Law and Order, to forget once for all that he is a 
party man and tliink coolly the position. . In the provincial autonomy 
of which so much Ji^s been said, I do not think our lives are safe. I 
would ask my European friends through you, Sir, if.they had# meeting 
of the Rotary Club or of the European Association and if some members 
were shut out from that meeting, would they allow .Mr. Robertson to 
enter that meeting? I ^liink they will be upholding their honour and 
*will turn Mr. Robertson out from that meeting.* Will any European 
Jn England or elsewheie tplerate this rascality and ^^^ariefi of the 
police — certainly not. I appeal to every section^ «t he House to con- 
sider this matter. The TTigji Court is tin re to remedy any wrongs. It 
is not the business of Mr. Robertson or 'any police officer to take on 
hiAiself tin* power ol‘ a judge. He lias misused his power and be should 
be condemned by exhpyone. If such a thing hadvbeen attempted at a 
meeting of the European Association or of the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce, the police would not have been able to saVcNheir heads. 
But wv poor people are helpless and it ^vas not possible for'Us to fight 
with a huge body of men. Owing to fnv physical^ disability 1 want a 
sergeant to be posted near me every day from morning till 10 p.m. I 
mav very justly claim this protection from the Hon’ble Home Minister. 
I would appeal once for all to my European friends and all right-think- 
ing members that if they bad such an irregular entrance made to their 
meeting ball by the police, what would they have done? Certainly I 
Ihink they would have turned Mr! Robertson out ot the ball. But in this 
case it was the Preside#! and I lie Secretary who were turned out of the 
liall. 

Somebody was tellifig me that T w*as after cheap popularity by 
voting for the Congress. Sir, it is not a question of cheap popularity. 
If it is for cheap popularity, T have paid heevily for it. I bad been 
arrested by the ordinary police*, the military police and the European 
sergeant?,.* T was an inmate of all central jails barring Dacca, and I 
ha\e been almost in all jails— -ten district jails and ten sub-jails. But 
nobody either* in the police department or in the* jail department had 
any complaints against my behaviour. I have been always of good 
behaviour. Paring the days of the Civil Disobedience Movement, 
though some of the Congress members misused their powers, the police 
sergeants bad nolhing to complain of my conduct. 

4*_do ^rightly hope that the Hon’ble Kliwaja Sir Nazimuddin will be 
$Mtaed to recall the days of election when he went to my constituency. 
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Out of respect to his personality I retrained from attending every meet- 
ing that was addressed by him/ I did also the same thing when the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlu[ Huq went«~-!‘ *, 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr, Hashemy,. you are going much beyond your 
limits. 

Mr. tfVED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, J have almost* finished. 

• • • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tins is perhaps the $ixth time that \ am hearing it. 

• • • 

Mr. SYED JALALlSODIM HASHEMY:, Sir, one sentence more 
and I have finished. • In the statement written by the so-called Secret 
tary it is cle*s^ stated that some members of the Moslem League entered 
the Hall and protf^yRl. I do not understand why these two gentlemen, 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqyicnd Mr. Hasstyi Ispahani took the protec- 
tion of the ptdice and followed Mr. Robertson. Can any of these 
gentlemen tell th& House that they had been refused admisrddh — 
certainly not. Only when some people from the # flutside who were not 
members and who had not received any tickets from the Association 
wanted admission, they were refusal admission. I presume that 
Mr. Robertson did not come with any authority from the higher officials, 
but wifh a hint from outside, because if he had such authority he would 
have come in uniform — he came in evening dress. 

With these observations, Sir, I move my motion. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARh Sir, as reference has been made of me by* 
my colleague Mr. Hashemy and as one who was an eye-^vitness to the 
occurrences that took place on Saturday, the 22nd August, as one who 
was present there all along from 1-30 p.m. right*up to 4 or 4-30 p.m. on 
that day, as one who was till that moment the Vice-President of the 
Muslim Teague, I deem it to be my duty not.only to myself, but also 
to the members of this House, as well as to the members of the larger 
public outside, and also to the police officer, to whom reference has been 
made, to speak a few’ words on this occasion. )Vhen .Mr. JIashemy rose 
to speak, I thought that it was an expression of gratitude, *4 was an 
expression of thanksgiving on fiis part, that was going to be delivered; 
but when he was making a reference to Mr. Robertson I# was surprised 
that he was doing so not with a view to thank him hut of simply making 
accusations and allegations against him. What I saw, # what I found, 
and what I think of it, is that had it not been for Mr. ftobertsofi the 
heads of many peeple would have been broken (Ironical cheers from the 
Congress benches), skulls of many people would have been broken„and 
it was only fot Mr. Robertson that the blood of many people wa|,jiot 
spilled on the floor of that hall. And, to-day w’hat do we hear*fi$m 
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Mr. Hashemy? We hea^r that ^r. Robertson's visit to the meeting 
was quite unauthorized and without my purpose or rehson and only 
served to create disorder. If I may be permitted to say, Sir, I may &ay 
that the behaviour of Mr. Robertson .was most courteous and most 
orderly on that day, and nobody, could take*- any offence against his 
behaviour on that day. If it is the duty of the police to maintain 
peace, if it is the duty of the police to see that no breach of ,the peace 
takes place, certainly <-it was the duty of Mr. Robertson to go there and 
see that some people who were being threatened in that hail on that 
day were protected by the police. Tifat, Sir, is the true version of facts 
that I give to my friends in 1 his House. I ^m also ^surprised to hear 
my friend Mr. Hasliemy .making statements which are full of untruths, 
‘•half truths, facts distorted, contorted, and perverted. These are the 
f t'acts. So far as the, general administration of the polip**hs cghcerned, 
I am not going to say anything against the Tstytements made by 
Mr. Hashemy. It has never ()een my goofM'ertune^tp have any opportun- 
ity of mixing with the police, particularly* with the Calcutta police, as 
Mr. Hashemy has had. ] have many things to say* against the district 
police, but this is no* the occasion for that. The* only point which 1 
want to harp upon and ‘speak upon is the incidents of the 22nd of 
August, because that was a matter for which Mr. Hash Why wanted to 
bring tin adjournment motion and on wjiich lie has spoken if good deal 
to-day. In his speech, Sir, lie has spared nobody 4 to-day ; lie has even 
hinted that the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin was in some way connected 
with the visit of the police to the meeting on that day. Nobody in this 
House can say anything against Sir Nazimuddin so tar as the acts of 
Uhe 22nd August are concerned. Sir Nazimuddin has no concern with 
the Muslim League, and it cannot be said that he deputed any police 
officer to the meeting. Sir, if l am informed aright it was the Nawab 
of Ratanpur who requisitioned the services of the police (Ministerial 
cheers). There are some members of the Calcutta Corporation, who are 
also members of this legislature who requisitioned nut only the police 
but also the services of the durwans and motor-drivers of the Corpuia- 
tiop and hud them posted with hit lux in hand in ordei* to obstruct 
members of the Muslim League from enteriifg the compound of the 
building. It’has fclso been complained, Sir, that the civic libertie> of 
the people have been curtailed. If tliaf is so, Sir, these civic liberties 
were curtailed not by Mr. Robertson but by persons who engineered the 
meeting of that day. Civic liberties were curtailed in not allowing 
people to get into the meeting, and for this, Sir, who were responsible? 
I do ,not know If it is my friend Mr. Hashemy, who was present there, 
or my friends of the Krishak-Proja group, who are fitting over there, 
I do not know whether it was done by them, but what I know is that the 
civie liberties of the people were checked. Is there any difference 
between *the police and those people who want fo curtail the liberties of 
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the people and debar them from entering the Paeeting' hall and take upon 
themselves the role of the guaraians of law and order instead of allow- 
ing the Police, the Magistrates and Members of (Government to do so. 

(At this,stage there were interruptions from the Opposition.) 

• • 

Well, wait and I shall come to it. 

At about 1-30 p.m. myself, my friend Maulvi Abdul Lutif Biswas, 
who, I believe, will speak in this eoifneetion, ancfalso Maulvi Sahedali, 
who is afso a membeP of the Leslie, and others^ rode to the place in a 
taxi and ftniud that the iron gates of the building were kept under lock 
and key and that ttere tfere tjiree up-country men at the gate with big 
lathis in hand. • I as^ed the durwan to open tTie gates, but be asked m^ 
whethe; we had tickets. I safd that 1 was the Vice-President of the 
Muslim Leagu^ and<J further asked him to call ^he Secretary or any 
other person inasmSch as he ^ould be able to identify me. Some of my 
friends on receiving ‘this iivfonnation came out and permitted me to 
get in, as they know me. But my companions Maulvi Abdul Jjfitif 
Biswas and Maulvi Sahedali were not Allowed to & in. I remonstrated 
with the members w^io were in charge of the affairs of the League and 
then they weft permitted to ggt, in — of course after about five minutes. 
There was also a large number of b<>mt fide members oi the League 
waiting outside at the gate otiVhe open pavement, and though it was 
raining and they wefe thoroughly drenched, still the durwan at the gate 
was at his post preventing particular people from getting inside. After 
some time we found that Sir Wazir Nassau, to whom reference has been 
made by Mr. Ilashemy, Sir Wazir llassan, an e.r-Chiei Judge of the,* 
Oudh Chief Court, and now the new-fangled friend of the Congress, 
finding himself upset in his own province of the United Prctvinces, where 
he could not convince the members of his own faith to come round to 
his new faith, came to preach his own faith here in Bengal, at this 
meeting. Sir, Bengal does not stand in need of a leader to be imported 
from the United Provinces. Here stands Mr. *A. K. Fazl-ul Huq, the 
acknowledged* leader of Muslim Bengal — not of Muslim liengal alone 
but of Bengal itself, the whole of it— and we do not require any otter 
leader, whether it be Sir Wazir Nassau or any other jxTsorf. Sir A\^zir 
Hassan came accompanied by, the Nawab of Katanpur, wfth some 
durwans also seated by him in the motor-car, and drove in. And what 
did we find? As we never had found in any previous meeting Sir, the 
whole house was packed with up-country Pesbwaris — they were mostly 
fruit-sellers of the Kntally Market and the Corporation markets. TJiese 
gentlemen were never members of the League, but if they were recruited 
as members of the* League only the day previous, I doubt if they paid 
their subscriptions at all. Tt was simply pre-organized from before that, 
they should be present there only to keep out the members of the^fuslim 
League and to have the Nawab of Ratanpur elected as the President and 
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ifr. Haehemy asihe SecreVapy. Whea we went there we found the hall 
was packed and we .could not find an^ J room anywhere even to stand 
there. We drew t*he President's attention "to the fact that a large 
v number of the members of the League. Vere being detained at. the gate 
and ,were<not allowed to get in. My friend Mr. Hashemy has stated 
that the reply that Sir Wazir Hassan gave was to ask the Secretary to 
go to the gate and permit the gentlemen to'get in. I submit/ Sir, this 
reply is only a p&rversion of. truth. The statement made by 
Mr.. Hashemy is not in accordance' with the staAefnents published in 
the “Sfar of India”, <r the Bashmatp', “the Advapce”, or the “Amrita 
Bazar yatrika”. Sir Wazir Hassan said that <it waS ifo part, of his duty 
to inquire into the matt* and that those gentlemen could apply to the 
"Council of the League who would give them reflress. Sir, was there 
‘any time to apply to the Council of the I^eagu^ and^fterer was the 
Council to be found? The meeting was ^oing to t#f finished in a short 
time and no redress Whatever was to be * *givei\. Then,' Sir, 
Dit R. Ahmed, the Secretary of the League, who w^s sitting there, was 

appealed to go to tlv 1 gate and impure into the matter. 

< « 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: On a point of order, # Sir. Is the 
6]>euk$r in order in discussing At length the internal economy cf the 
Muslim League? <' , 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Asa matter of fact, I have already ruled pointing 
out to Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy that any discussion of the internal 
economy of the Muslim League was not in older, but, unfortunately, he 
brought in so much of it in bis speech that I feel that it is not fair to the 
other sections of f lie House, and particularly to those whose names have 
been mentioned, not to give them an opportunity of discussing that 
matter. «. 

Mr. SHAHEDALI; On a point of information, Sir. Mr. Abdul 
Bari has stated in the course of his speech that he saw ML Sahedali 
there, I mean at the meeting. Does he mean me? * 

r Mr. ABtfUL BARI ■ No, Sir, I did not mean the honourable member, 
hut my 'friend sitting over there (the member indicated the rear). 

Then, Siis an appeal was made to Dr. R. Ahmed, the Secretary of 
the League, to go to the gate and ascertain whether the allegations we 
made were tyqe or not; He, too, Sir, did not respond. At that time a 
statement was made by one of us, Mr. Syed Badrudduja, whose name is 
not unknown anywhere in this province of Bengal. r Mr. Syed Badrud- 
dujfl, after making a statement on the floor of Ahe House, walked out, 
*and, Sir, we were threatened, we were “booliganed” even when the 
statement was being made, and such a threatening attitude was taken 
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up by the up-country people sitting there, that we. apprehended that 
the lives of the bona fid# members of the League might k be At itake. I 
and my friends on this side wonder that no Bengali Mffhammad&ii was 
found to be there at,the meeting because they were not allowed entrance. 
(Several voices: I was yiere, I was there). Even so, it Was a packed 
meeting. Of course, some of .my friends were there, l my friend 
Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed wag there, blit others were not. Even after we 
had walled out of the hall, what did we find? "JYe found that we were 
made prisoners, sq to say ; we were* made captives. We felt as if we 
were in a fort beseiged by so many meij, for w$ were i^ot allowed to go 
out as the door jv^s*shut against its. Even some paschhruts, some up- 
country volunteers, with lathis in hand were posted at the compound 
walls so that w*e might not scale them and try to save our lives. Thaf 
was tbe pofj^on, Sir. My friend Mr. Hashemy was there, arid 1 
appeal to him whiter even as a colleague was it* not his duty to come 
out and save us from the # migh -handling find threatening attitude ot 
the hooligans *and up-country men, who were certainly brought out to 
create confusion tfnd disorder, and save us from their hands?* My 
friend Mr. Hashemy was appealing to the Hon’^fle the Home Minister. 
May I, in turn, not appeal to him to say waif it not his duty to protect 
the lives of Ms colleagues wIwpu they .found themselves threatened with 
rough-hamlling? There we found that many offences were committed 
by th£se men, the hooligans who were brought there. Though cases 
have been started under section 342, I. V. C., against some men of the 
other party, I think Mr. TTashemy must thank himself that no case was 
started by us against any of his men. Further, for his information T 
might tell him that one of his men, who is a chauffeur of the Calcutta 
forporation, was taken away by the police. What business the 
chauffeur had to go to that meeting?* I would ask my inspected friend 
Mr. Santosli Kumar Bnsu how a chauffeur of £hc Calcutta Corporation 
could he utilized in a matter like this. (A voice: Why the market 
superintendent was there?) 

• * 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Mr. Sved Bndnulduja, 
the Superintendent of the Entally Market, which is under the Calcutta 
Corporation, took his men and his chauffeur 1?iere # * 

Mr. ABDUL BARI: When we went three, my friend asked a 
question of the Hon’ble the Home Minister as to who is responsible for 
posting the police there — I submit that when .we wenMliere, at about, 
]-30 p.m. we found a sergeant there, and on inquiry welcome trf know 
that his name was Mr, Gomes. We found also that the services of the 
officer in charge of the thana had also been requisitioned. Can Jt lie 
said that the Hon’ble the Home Minister requisitioned the services t)f 
tlie police, or were they not requisitioned by the men who organized the 
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meeting, because they apprehended that there might be coming a large 
number of the bona fide members of th^ League? Is it not a fact that 
their intention was to- obstruct certain people from coming to the meet- 
ing? They must have envisaged what the" situation nyght be, and 
in order to safeguard that situation they mus^ have requisitioned the 
services of police officers. 

Of coijrse, we came out afterwards and ‘a meeting was held under 
my presidency. That is true. Th^re are many members of the Moslem 
League who ought to know what resolutions were parsed in that Meeting. 
Speeches were also madb condemning tfiose people # who were sitting in 
the hall and were utilising it by bringing in up-country men and 
Peshwaris there. Mv frie-nd has questioned and said that Mr. Badir- 
Uzzaman was again the Secretary , 

* f, 

(The member having readied the time-limit reffiyp^d his seat.) 

- • « ‘ « 

lyir. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: 1 had no desye to intervene in 
this debate until I lqul listened to the eloquent s])eecli of my friend 
Mr. Abdul Bari. T haVe listened to the statement of facts given before 
this house by my friend Mr. Jalaluddin Hashenn and I was waiting to 
hear the other point of view put l\v some gentlemen on the other side. 
The other side of the shield is so essential to he seen in these days 
before a judgment can be formed that 1 could not* express my views 
before l had an opportunity of hearing the speech of my friend 
Mr. Abdul Bari. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Oh! 

% t 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: I do not care to listen to any 
interjection of t lie Labour Minister. We are fairly used to this 
enfant c terrible of the Coalition Party. I look at him in the light 
in which he deserves to he looked at. 


The .Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYr I bow to the compli- 
ment. 

Mr, SANTCSH KUMAR BASU: Mr. Abdul Bari has sought to 
make out his case in such eloquent terms that he has altogether for- 
gotten to ma^e.out a case for the police. He has regaled us by 
bringing in the squabbles, the internal squabbles, of the Moslem League 
between the party in power in the Moslem League and* the party which 
Mas seeking to be in power arrayed under the banner of Mr. Abdul 
Ifari for the time being. That Mas the position which Mr. Abdul Bari 
put ‘before the House as justifying the intervention of the Police and 
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Mr. A. K. Robertson and bis colleagues. J. submit fliat Mr. Abdul 
Bari’s own statement carries own condemnation along with it. 
He has sought to make eut a case for police intervention but he has 
succeeded in Jiroviijg that there were aspirants for entrance into the 
hall who were refused permission as if that was the last word on the 
subject which would justify the stepping in of the Police force into the 
hall and # also trying to introduce some members who have Jieen left 
out, although they had no tickets as Mr. Haskemy has pointed out. 
We are *ot concerned as to the claims of these aspirants to gain 
entrance into that hair. We art not concerned* as to Hie authority of 
the Moslem League to syieak on behalf of the Moslem community in 
that meeting. # A11 that we die concerned with is whether the police 
had any pretence or authority tp enter that hall where a private meeting* 
wa> befng That is the sole question heftye the House. It w 

not a question \i*UirTi should interest this section or that particular 
section of the Hons?, it is* the question pf*the fundamental rights of 
the people- which might affect this group or that particular group wjjich 
some day might come into power, ^hat is the question which is 
agitating us. It is* not a matter for our consideration as to whether 
those who were waiting at the door were authorised to enter or not. 
That is no concern of ours. * Mr. Abdul Bari said there were many 
people^wafting outside in theyains and there were many others who 
could not get out, . as there #as no outlet and therefore there was 
justification for Mr. Robertson and his colleagues to go into the hall. 
That is the issue before the House. I am asking this House in all 
humility, knowing full well the fate of Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy’s 
motions, as it usually has been during the last few days, to rise above* 
all controversy and to remember that the fundamental rights of every 
individual citizen is at stake. As Ar. Hashemy has said the fate 
which has overtaken the authorities of the Moslem League on this 
occasion may overcome other groups and other associations when their 
time conigs. To-day the police are allowed ^o do this when Govern- 
ment think they can probably afford to laugh behind their sleeves at 
the fate whicli has overtaken those who had the temerity to oppose the 
Government party. Tha^t is the question which is agitating us,to-(]ay. 

I submit it is a great trial for the Hon ’hie Home*Minister ^his after- 
noon. Tradition has got to he created by him now that his party is in 
power. Party government and party warfare have for .the first time 
been introduced in this country and the reins of Government have been 
placed in the hands of those who have a dominating party in this 
Legislature. Will you on this occasion allow yourself To utilisb the 
police officers at wour disposal for the assertion of the power and for 
the enforcement of the will of the party in power? This great question 
has got to he faced by the House and the Government, and I beg tfl 
remind the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin that a great opportunity Has come 
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to him. He may stand up and disown the action of Mr. A. K. Robert- 
son or declare that Government are prepared to own up every act of 
their police officers* however unjustified that may be. What is the 
position that he would take up in this House ? In the heat and dust 
of controversy in the din and turmoil of party warfare they must not 
lost sight of the eternal fact that the police must be kept impartial 
and theijr integrity untarnished. Otherwise Government wi^l be re- 
duced to a farce, pasty democratic government will be reduced to a 
nullity. I am not charging Sir Nazimuddin wijh*any desiie on his 
part to initiate ^the move on the part'&f the police on that day. I am 
not for one moment suggesting that behind the policeman’s baton Sir 
Nazimuddin’s invisible hand was lurking. On the oth,pr hand, I am 
•asking Sir Nazimuddin to rise to the height of th£ occasion and declare 
cnee for all that he j,s not going to own up the action pf*1he .police as 
he is convinced that the police took the side of onc^party or another. 
It is a question of the fundamental rights* of the people and it is a 
question of the future of party government in this country, whether 
the party in power will allow the police to be utilised for their own 
needs. That is the fcole question that is agitating us to-day. Once 
the foundation of party government is sapped in this fashion, where 
shall we be? It will be an evil* day not only for BengVl but for the 
Congress majority provinces as well is the dominating political faction 
is allowed to utilise the police force for a political end. It is a definite 
clear cut, categorical issue which requires an unequivocal answer from 
this House. And 1 ask the Hon ’hie Home Minister to rise to the height 
of the occasion and utilise this unique opportunity to return the only 
•“possible answer. 

« t 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is my intention, unless t lie House wants to 
prolong it unequivocal^ , to bring this debate to a close at (5-30 p.m. 
which I think ought to satisfy Mr. Hashemy. He has had more than 
2J hours for the discussion of his motion. I shall, subject to such 
discretion as I may exercise hereafter, allow 10 minutes time to each 
speaker. * 

* i . » 

Dr. NALINAKtfHA SANYAL: May I submit that this debate may 
be closed at 0 p.m.? 

r 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That, 1 think, will not be fair. Unfortunately, 
Mr. Hashemy brought "in the names of so many members that I must 
give such members as were named, according to parliamentary tradi- 
tion, opportunity to speak. 

4 

4 

*M r. «M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I feel it my 
duty to express my opinion on the fundamental question of right of 
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citizenship that has been raised on this occasion in this House. I was 
listening with*rapt attention thetfspeech of my learned friend Mr. Abdul 
Bari who is an eminent lawyer. He has tried to kiake out a case for 
the police action ; but not only has he been unable to make out a case 
but he has entirely spoiled his case. , 

It is published in the newspaper^ Sir, that these gentlemen went 
inside th% hall and put some questions but when those questions were 
disallowed they came out of the hffll and held # a meeting outside, I 
believe, under the presidency o£ # my friend Mr. Abdul Bari and 
transacted, some business. This what their report says. I do not 
understand how he says flow ^hat he entered the hall along with others 
and found thefl? Pe^itfaries and hooligans inside but there was no 
Bengali anj, others. He said *that there was no time for redress, but, 
Sir, there was'time enough for Mr. Bari and otflers to go out of ih% 
hall and hold a meeting. J do not understand all this. Am I to 
understand tlrot Mr.* Robestson was requisitioned at the request of 
Mr. Abdul Bari o* his friends? It is not the question whether he 
brought Mr. Robertson or not. But it is the jfuestion why he was 
brought to a place where a private meeting #was going on peacefully. 
Then, again*«Mr. Abdul Bari, said that Mr. Robertson was courteous: 

I am not going to discuss whether he was courteous or discourteous. 
What f am going to ask is wl\y was he there? Who sent him there? 
It. was a private meeting open only to members and no outsiders could 
he allowed to enter the hall without the permission of jthe president or 
the men in authority. May I know, Sir, who sent Mr. Robertson and 
his men there? It reminds me of that famous occasion when King # 
Charles with sergeants at wpns and other people entered the Parliament 
House and cleared the hall. Am I to understand tlufrt when you 
Mr. Speaker and we are discussing this question and other questions 
we should be attended by sergeants at arms? 

Mr. SPEAKER : You can leave me out oT this. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDpiN AHMED: I cannot leave you, Sir. It Is 
a fundamental question that affects the right *f ever\ okizen. IV day 
it affects me: to-morrow it may affect aou, to-day the pottoe entered 
the hall, to-morrow they may entered our private houses: it affects 
every one of us. What I say is this: was there aifv occasion for 
Mr. Robertson to be there? I say there was none: there was no 
occasion for any police officer to enter the Rail and the people, 
peaceful people, to disperse. We persistently protested and said that 
it was clearly no business of police officers. Tt is clearly a question 
of fundamental right of citizenship and Mr. Robertson, or Mr. Celsoy, 
or anybody else had no right to enter the hall and behave in the manner 
in which Mr. JRobertson behaved that evening. (Interruption.) You 
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are talking of 1 murder. t Well, I have not heard any murder being 
committed there or any sword brandished against Mr*. Abdul Bari. 
I know this, Sir, ^hat a peaceful meeting r was going on when 

(Cries of “no, no”) Shouting won’t stop me. I know that when 
protests or objections were raised* and when *the President disallowed 
these objections they came out in, protest. I cannot understand under 
what pretence, under what authority and according to \fhat law 
Mr. Robertson went there with his staff of sergeants and constables. 
There was no civil disobedience movement ‘and # ther^ was no Volunteer 
organisation wlficli w r as declared unlawful. We w^ere having.a peaceful 
time, and everybody was living peacefully *and was exercising his 
civic right and I do not know under what authority* Mr. Robertson 
\jould go and enter the hall. He had* not only interfered \yith the 
fundamental rights cwf the Bengal Presidency Muslim fleague but en- 
croached upon the civic* rights of the citizens of Bfflgal. If things go 
on in this fashion the people »of Bengal will* never die able to enjoy the 
rig^t of citizenship. With these words I enter my # protest against the 
conduct of the police^ and Mr. Robertson who entered the hall and dis- 
persed the meeting id thjit fashion. 1 

, • ‘ 

« 

Kh&n Sahib Maulvi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Sir, I happened 
to be in the meeting and I feel it my duty to disclose to the House the 
full facts. Sir, myself and Maulvi Mozammel Huq went to the meeting 
and when we wanted to enter the hall some durwans armed with lathis 
did not allow* us to enter. I think that it was pre-arranged that the 
•Muslim League meeting should be attended by some hooligans and 
by some non-members of the League and I think the Hon’ble Naw*ab 
Sir Iv. (t. M. Faroqui — 1 am mistaken he is not Hon’ble now — Sir 
Iv. (1. M. Faroqui arranged the meeting only for the purpose of being 
the President of the Bengal Muslim League. The Nawah Sahib well 
know*s that in a meeting, which is attended by botia fide mejnbers he 
• will not be able to become the President and he thought, as lie always 
thinks it fit, that the meeting should be attended only by members whc 
will f support lutn and whose support lie can expect. 

Sir, it 4 Was raining heavily and some members of this Assembly 
took their stand on the road. Though some of the M. L. A.s on the 
opposite side \tere standing and saw* their colleagues in the rain they 
did not think it their duty to ask the durwans to open the gate and 
allow* t them inside for fear that they w*ill be defeated in that place. 
Sir, w f e went into the hall and a protest was made by Maulvi Badrudduja 
w r hich was of no use and w r e left the hall and a meeting w r as held under 
tjie presidency of Maulvi Abdul Bari and resolutions were passed. 
Thereafter the hooligans who are ill-tempered, hot-tempered, fell upon 
the volunteers and some hona fide members and assaulted them. Then 
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we cried lor police help and after a few mii^ites Mr. Robertson with 
.some sergeant* entered the premises and we thought that we were safe 
and tried to take part ii^ the proceedings. We Yere in a majority 
■and Nawab Sa&ib K* G. M. Faroqui thought 

• # 

Mr. SPEAKER: I thought you were discussing on facts and not 
on inferences. . * 

\ 

Khan 0 8ahib M^ulvi 8Y.ED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Sir, we ap- 
pealed to the Nawab &dhib who took his seat on the diya but we did 
not get arty reply #fi p om him. Wlien he was convinced that it was 
practically impossible for^iimrto become t lie l^esident all the members 
who took their seats* before us stood up and became turbulent and* 
attacked* us. • ^e cried for police help and at that time Mr. Robertsoi^ 
came in and helped*^ and at that very moment wTien the meeting was 
absolutely uncontrollable by. the President h? dissolved the meeting at 
■once. Thereafter we found that some resolutions were passed in which 
Sir K. G. M. Faroqtii has been made the President and mv friend Ihe 
renowned Councillor of the Calcutta Corporation has become the 
Secretary of the Muslim League of Bengal, tsir, every now and then 
a resolution bf this nature will coma before the House because my 
friend the mover and his supporters are frightened at the sight t>f the 
police and they think that provincial autonomy means hooliganism and 
row d ism. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Is not the honourable member 
casting reflection on the members sitting on this side of the House? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have not noticed any reflection on*the members 
of this House. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Sir, now Mr. 
Robertson requested all the people in the house to clear out as he 
apprehended fome serious disturbance and we also with his help came 
out. 

Sir, my friend Mr. Sham;*uddin was saying about the# right of 
citizenship. According to him we are not entitled to enjoy the right 
of citizenship and it is only for them. It seems only# reserved for 
those who have practically known it after being held up under this 
section or under that section. Supposing there Was a uiuvdgr committed 
in this House, according to Mr. Shamsuddin the police could not 
interfere with th^ right of citizenship and it was out of their juris- 
diction to take any action in the matter. Practically, Sir, there #was 
rowdism there and our lives were in danger and Mr. Roberson was 
entitled and justified to enter the hall and save us from the situation. 
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With these feft words Si$, I oppose this motion. I had a itiilid to masre 
a cesure motion against Mr. Robertson only for the Reason that he 
did not take such drastic measures as the occasion demanded. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQ1: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would not 
have intervened in this debate because I feel ashamed of the washing 
of dirty Muslim linen in the presence of those who woul(* enjoy our 
discomfiture. Inspired speeches to which we have been regaled to-day , 
especially the one from the mover of this cut motion, leave me cold. 

I wish there ^vere something, origin^ in it: I wish he had at least 
stuck to the truth : He evidently"judges others’apcprding ‘to his own 
standards and, therefore, one might perhaps "forgive him the improper 
insinuation he has made against my honourable friend from South 
Calcutta and myself. Sir, a great opportunity is beipg- lost' to-day. 

1 was hoping that trie cuts on the police demasd t| would be discussed 
from o higher standard, and in a really. vigilant manner with a view 
to safeguard the interests oi the citizens of this* Province. There has 
been talk of terrorism in Bengal but I have always* felt that there were 
not one but two terirorisms in Bengal. They have been talking of the 
rights of speech and association of the citizens. The hon’ble member, 
the ex -Mayor of Calcutta, who supported the motion, *eveii he could 
not get out of the questionable methods of people who now claim to 
speak for and in the name of the Muslim League. Sir, one*' cannot 
really use language which you might call parliamentary for these 
worthies who, to-day speak as the Champions of the Muslim League 
which they were maligning only yesterday. This attitude on their 
part is an insult to (me in my position who has been associated with 
the Muslim League from its very inception at Dacca in 1906. These 
people, wlien^the time came to render service to the Muslim League, 
one and all became renegades, and traitors, and now they are talking 
alwmt the Muslim League and even brought Sir Wazir llassan whom 
I have known from the day lie was the Assistant Secretary of the 
League to give dignity Jo their proceedings. These people who now 
claim to speak in the name of the Muslim League and the Bengal 
Presidency Muslim League are out of court because fnev have not 
come to this House as Muslim Leaguers and therefore they cannot 
speak in this Horts° lVtlie name of the Muslim League. 

Sir, the Insinuation made was that I and my hon’ble friend from 
South Calcutta entered the hall under the protection of the police 
leading some sort of a procession. Political capital is being made out 
of this incident in a lqw, mean and dirty manner. Had the mover of 
this ‘motion ""known half the incidents of my life even he would have 
considered it below his dignity to have made such jin assertion. 

, Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: On a point of order, Sir. Is 
the honourable member in order to say low, dirty, mean manner? 
Are not these unparliamentary expressions? 
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„ Mr. 4BDUR RAHMAN 8IDOIQI: I would say 4 ‘most honour- 
able” if they,*want me to call ii so. 

• 

The mover of the motion honoured me, in the beginning of his 
speech, by calling me ‘ ‘Comrade.’ ’ I accept the designation. Yes, I am 
a comrade of every Muslim, of every Indian who really does put up a 
fight for a good cause in an honourably, in a gentlemanly way. Sir, these 
gentlemen, the mover and llis friends in the Hall of the meeting, for 
reasons besi JjriQwn to them were behaving in a manner which cannot be 
characteilzed as afiyihing but improper. I will not go into details, 
but I wili^rfclate one # or two incidents. # I went*up fro frhe Secretary of 
this so-called Bengal Presidency Muslim League and said to him 
“What does th$ presenae of the Police mean V’ “Can we not conduct 
our own meetings?” While I .was talking to him the son of the newl^ 
elected # p a f r 8nasaint 0 f this Muslim League cum$ up to the Secretary 
and asked him tdNtofk the police officer to arrest those who did not 
agree with him. 1 Jjirned*rftund and saijl #“I am ashamed of you for 
bringing the police here.’' ’While this was going on one stalwart, a 
colleague of the nnfver who talked ao much of the rights of citizenship, 
stood up on a chai» and begged the police officer in his nice Bengali 
way “Sar Sar, please arrest him.” If the ftiover of this motion can 
prove that Ifft “Comrade” Abdur Kuhnian Siddiqi and Mr. Ispahani 
went under the shadow of this police officer — (A voice: Are nve not 
allowed to speak in Bengali accent?) Well, 1 win at least talk English 
well. I at once got hold of the young man, and said to him: “For 
God’s sake keep quiet.” I turned to the Secretary of the Muslim 
League and inquired why the police officers were there and who had 
called them? Much capital has been made of the presence of the # 
police in the hall but the ynover did not tell us who called these men 
there. Sir, I am a member of #the Council of *he All-India 
Muslim League and also of the Central Parliamentary Board of the 
All-India Muslim League, I am also a member of the Bengal Parlia- 
mentary Board, and a member of the Council of the Bengal Presidency 
Muslim League, but I received no card. Sirf I may inform my friend 
that I saveij Sir Wazir Hassan from being attacked. I went up to 
Sir Wazir Hassan and said to him, “This is no place for you.” Sir 
Wazir Hassan was goo^l enough to take mv *idvic£ anj quietly went 
away. I am told they had ajiother meeting. I deceived card, no 
invitation or notice, although the Secretary had promised to let me 
know if a meeting was held. The bona fidex, the hoaesty and the 
political methods of the mover are questionable. I defy and challenge 
him to prove that Mr. Ispahani and I eutered the hall under the protec- 
tion of the police officer. The real fact of the matter was th&t the 
mover and his party and those who were opposing them, were one 
party not very long ago. Now they are divided. Feelings ran^high 
and there was* great confusion. Sir, I do hope that this House wh£n 
discussing important cut motions connected with the admTnistra4;ion t 
of the police Vill not sink to the depths the mover has tried to drag ; 



526 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. < 


[&th Ac&., 

( • 

it to. Let us 'fight our league battle if you choose, in a drawing room 
in Canal Street. But in this House let us keep up a higher standard, 
let us fight for Bengal and let us, for goodness sake, keep up the 
reputation of this House. 

, 0 ¥■ 

Mr. SPEAKER: A point of order was raised by Mr. Shathsuddin 
Ahmed. I think it is fair that I should explain the position in spite 
of the fact that Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi has withdrawn "his remarks/ 
I was very carefully following Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi’s, remarks. 
He was not referring to any member H J)ut if by.afiy chance he referred 
to anybody of persons outside the ‘House without ^naming -them that 
their political motives are dirty and me^in, I do not think that it id 
within the jurisdiction of the Speaker to stop ’hijp frorti making those 
Vemarks. I would hsTve certainly stopped him if he ha/1 made any 
^flection on any member of the House. But I fy^und ttiat Mr. Siddiqi 
was quite within the limits of not referring to anybody in particular, 
even though one could dritw the conclusion that he probably might 
have meant some of the members but lie did not specifically mention 
anybody. w 

Mr. M. 8HAMSUDD1N AHMED: We thought th^, lie referred 
to these people and these men. • 

* c 

Mr. 8PEAKER: When a man in’ addressing any officer or a 
superior officer makes a personal reflection, I am hound to stop him. 
If Mr. Siddiqi referred to any pe rson as mea n, I would have stopped 
him, if he is a man of that position. But if he attributes motives to a 
^political organisation, 1 do not think it is for me to stop him. 

Dr. NALIMAKSHA 8ANYAL: May I rise on a point of order. I 
do not know if I have^ heard that only protection will be given to 
men of position ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No,* I would certainly give the same protection 
if he referred to any one in that position. I want to clos£ this debate 
and if members do not rise early to speak I ?.m sorry I shall not be 
able 1 to allow (hem -to speak. 

i < 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI: Sir, I will only take two minutes. I 
have heard the^peech of the Muslim member from Khulna. Sir, I did 
not think that a responsible person or a person who claims to be 
responsible cqijld have lhade such grossly irresponsible utterances on 
the floor of this House this afternoon. His insinuations, Sir, if I am 
permitted to say, are not becoming of a gentleman. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order, Mr. Ispahani, you must withdraw 
yxmf remarks. 



827 


19874] (DEMAND FOE GRANT. 

• . » 

Mr. M, A. H. I8P£HANI: I am sorrj, Sir. I* withdraw my 
remarks. But* what I meant to say was that a person, who has a 
responsibility and as a member of the Legislature claims to be respon- 
sible, should not le\el such violent charges against other responsible 
.members *of tliis House. His insinuations, I may assure you, Sir, are 
incorrect. I am* very glad that my* friend, the representative of the 
Muslim Chamber of Commerce, has at length explained exactly what 
4ook plac^. 4 "Sir, we entered the building and found Mr. Robertson 
th$re. Sir, I cannot forget the sight? tliat 1 witdbssed on entering the 
Dental Hall. Ther*e wqs a big fyatch of Peshwari hooligans, Calcutta 
Corporation lorry drivers and Corporation traitors, such as the mover 
himself. I make*tfie statement with a full sense of responsibility and 
I found that they ha^l turned out some menibers whom I recognised 
to be the members of the Muslim League. 1 found that the attitude* 
of the crowd* iifcide the Hall was of a very dangerous and threatening 
nature. But in spite of this 1 did not appeal to Mr. Robertson to 
intervene or t-^ arrest anybody, nor did M*. Hubert sou intervene or 
make any arrest. On the contrary, 1 stood upon a chair quite ctyse 
to Sir Wazir Hassan and appealed t<; those who were present in the 
meeting to curb thefr temper and resume their sfcits in order that Sir 
Wazir Hassan might be given an opportunity to express his views, 
because I fetf that as he hrfd come* to Bengal he should have au 
opportunity of expressing his views. He might have entered Bengal 
on the invitation of # Sir Mohiumlin Farooqi, but the real leader of the 
Moslem League in Bengal had not extended to him an invitation and 
he was therefore unwelcome to our Province. If the police had inter- 
vened eventually, and 1 notice that they did not intervene, they had. 
done it rightly and I support their action. (Here, bear.) Sir, it 
is not proper to allow a bi^. batch of hooligans to threaten respectable 
men with lathis and fists. Sir, there v^ould have been a definite breach 
of peace and serious assaults would have b^en committed bad not 
Mr. Robertson intervened. The very sight of Mr. Robertson restored 
order and the member, who took 20 minutes of this House in delivering 
his speech* sat absolutely silent in a quiet oofner, well protected. It 
might be tha4 be made feeble protests which hardly reached my ears. 
However, Sir, I assure Jtlie House that I did not participate in the 
goondaism which the member from Khulna has attempted to suggest, 
because I feel that by insinuating that I arrived at the head of the 
police constables he tried to convey to the house a wrong impression. 

I am capable of looking after myself and can protect myself without 
any police help when necessity arises. 

The Hon’bl* Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN ! Sir, l am sure no 
Minister or Member has ever been in an unfortunate position as I am 
in defending the action of the police. Whenever allegations are mad^ 
against the police the reply is that the Minister or the Member has got 
his facts from.the police and therefore they may not be relied upoiu 
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But to-day, Sir, the House has heard the members of this House giving 
their evidence in support of the actian .taken by ‘the police and they 
have heard member after member getting up and declaring that the 
police intervention was almost a God-send and providential. The 
police received information that some of the men had been locked in 
.and were not allowed to go out arid there was a danger of these pebple 
being assaulted and seriously assaulted. It was on receipt of that 
information that the police with Mr. Pobertson went ther^ kb bring 
t^iem out and that Was the sole object of police intervention and 
Iluh been corrol>omted by what has J>een 1 stat§d« by Mr. Abdul Bari, 
Mr. Afzal and; I believe, sortie other members /,)f this Hopse. Need 
I say anything more than Mr. Bari had said ? If' Y may repeat what 
he said, it was this: the people, who were iiwi(Je the«hall and unfor- 
tunately were not allowed to go out, were prevented from going out, 
*is some people were^posted on the ground to stop then? from* climbing 
out of the windows. This sort of information waA'^iven to the police 
and they went there, and *t bat is ail. ‘ 

*Mr. 8ANT08H If UMAR BA8U: Who sent this information ? 

» < 

The Hovi’hle KhwajaOir NAZIMUDDIN: It is immaterial who has 
sent the information but the iac;t remains that the politV received that 
information and went there. Whether the facts are correct* or not, we 
have got the testimony of several meml/ers of this House on tha't point. 

Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ ble Minister please 

* say who asked the police to enter the hall when t lie meeting was held? 

Th© Hon’kle Khwa]a 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: People who were inside 
the hall, it was they who asked for rescue; and those outside knew that 
people inside were not allowed to come out, and it may be that tliose 
who were inside the hall may have been assaulted, and it was on this 
information that the police received, that they went there. * 

t 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Was Shis information recorded 
in {he thana Mian* or recorded anvwhere? 

, i , 

The Hon’b!© Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I den t like to be cro^- 
examined, Sir. The statements are there. We have the testimony of 
several members of thw House as to what happened there, and I do 
not see whetTier any useful purpose will be served by going further into 
this matter. But there is one thing which has b£en mentioned by 
Mr. t Hashemy and to which I should like to refer. I thinjc 
Mr. Hashemy assumes too much when he thinks that members of 

Government pay any attention to what he save outside the precincts 

* * # 
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of this House. MembeTs of Government d<f not pay any attention 
whatsoever to what he says elsewhere; they are concerned only with 

what he says here on the floor of the House. • 

• . 

There 4s just one other thing-. It is this that Ministers are always 
responsible for the actioifs of their officers when they support those • 
actions. It is only in cases where tlify are not aware of the facts or 
where thef do not support the actions of their officers that they tak^ 
action against them. There is a distinction between the policy and 
the action^ of the officer concerned, but I think the Minister in charge 
is always responsible for the actioAs.of ati officer*ii he supports him. 

With these words, Sir>I oppose the cut motion moved by Mr. Syed 
Jalaluddin Hashemy. , • • 

The motiqp that a sum of Us. ‘2,09,08,000 under the head “29 — 
Police” be reduced Jn ®Rs. 100 was then put’ and ld^t. 

Mr. P. B A HER J If* Sir, ,1 beg to nfove that the demand of 
Rs. 2,09,08,000 under the head “29 — Police” be reduced by Its. >00 
to criticise the policy of Government ’k interfere!^ with legitimate 
and peaceful demolish at ions and meetings of different organisations. 

vSir, every Sensible man must admid that all demonstrations are 
legitimate, 'provided that there is no violence (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
SrHR v\v f ARDv: Oh, no, no. wfcere did you get that P) Particularly 
in this country where people are slaves and unarmed: Peaceful 
demonstration is the only means of drawing the attention of Govern- 
ment and also of the public to the grievances of the people. Now, Sir, 
a policy has now been adopted of stopping all demonstrations in this 
country. Sir, good Government is government of the people, by the 
people, and for the people. A good*government cannot ignore the 
feelings or expressions of public feeling by p^ceful demonstrations. 
We know from past experience that during the I. C. S. raj, practically 
that was another name for police raj. We have made so much of this 
change in •constitution, and with the inauguration of these Reforms 
people naturally expected that there should be a change of policy also. 
They expected that they .must be freed from the I. C. S. and police 
abuses, but they are now' hopelessly disappointed. The other day, $ir, 

I made use of an epithet to the effect that this constitution was like 
wild wine in a new' bottle but with a wrong label, and I now r find that 
thf substance ot that expression has come to be true. There is the 
same state of affairs; the old administration is still continuing in spite 
of the fact that so much has been made of the Reform* and so much 
assurance has been given by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Police and also by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. Sir, a change there 
has been, but I consider, as it has been rightly pointed out in an earlier* 
part of the debate by Mr. Hashemy, that that change is for the w r or$e, 
in the sense th%t there have been more atrocities, more police excesses 

J5 
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now than it was during even the heyday of non-co-operation and civil 
disobedience movements. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy: We 
have forgotten those days.) In those days people were subject to 
torture and police excesses but not to the degree that, people were 
subjected to only the other day ©n the Strand Road. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy, I find is laughing, but he was not present that day in 
the Strand Road. I do consider that it is regrettable that ♦even the 
present administration does not believe the statements made by eye- 
witnesses and by some prominent members of this o 0mise. I know that 
the Hon’ble Me. Suhiltwardy-*-or for the matter, of that any member 
of Government of to-day — will not take any notice Svhatsoever of these 
things, or rather will not give any credence oto anything that comes 
"from this side of the House. That is,*Sir, the greatest misfortune of 
+be country. Therefore, I am submitting that the old order is still 
continuing, viz., the policy of giving credence an'Mistening to what- 
ever statements are made by the police. It is well-known fact, Sir, 
that the police stands condemned in the eyes of the people of this 
country. None of their statements is believed by anybody except by 
the bureaucratic Government. But I thought, Sir, — and everyone 
naturally expected — that there would be a change of policy. Now, Sir, 
the other day this matter was specially discussed in an adjournment 
motion, and Government’s view was that those processionists \vere going 
to break the law. I was an eye-witness of the scene. I was standing 
at a distance that day when coming to the Town Hall meeting. And 
what I noticed that day — perhaps some of my friends here were also 
there and may have noticed — that about 1,000 police were all around 
the place. There were sergeants, prison vans, all around. Then there 
were also the Deputy Commissioner, the Assistant Commissioners, and 
- the Commissioner of Police, as ii the whole police regiment came out of 
Calcutta and were stationed there in order to break this demonstration 
— a demonstration which was all along peaceful. Now, Sir, may I 
know the reason for this P The Hon’ble the Home Minister the other 
day definitely explained that Government had no object in putting down 
demonstrations of a legitimate and peaceful nature. May I inquire of 
him, Sir, if he is dependant on statements of the police or should he 
rely on the statements of honourable members of this House. Sir, 
what was the position ? The position was that young men were brutally 
assaulted. Ladies also were thrown into prison-vans like so many 
sacks of sugar; in fact, they were roughly handled. And, Sir, for what 
offence K Their only offence is that they wanted to proceed — 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: On a point of order, Sir. 
My honourable friend is repeating the self-same incidents which formed 
the Subject-matter of an adjournment motion in this House the otjier 
day. If die has anything new to say on the general principle jjf peace- 
ful demonstrations, then that is a different matter, but if he* confines 



1937.] 'DEMAND, FOR, GRANT. 531 

himself to a matter which has already been discussed in this House, 
then I submit he is out of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 'The difficulty is that, so far as the present motion 
is concerned, it. is not * a restricted motion like the previous one 
which discussed police measures in Calcutta. Hut this motion is for 
criticising! the policy of Government’s interference with legitimate 
and peaceful demonstrations and meetings of different organizations. 

If along ^ith it he ^)i>ts # forward arguments used in a previous motion, 

then I cannot rule hin^ out of order. • 

• • 

s 

Rai HAREKDRA .NATH bHAUDHURI:*It is only, Sir, ly way. 
of an illustration that the honourable member was referring to the 
incidents of tlia? day. % • 

Mr. P. BANERJI: It ifeifty experience^ Sir, not only in this House 
but also in the did Council that it was the practice of Mr. Suhrawardy to 
stand up to interrupt the members and thus waste the time of tfiis 
House by rising to points of order. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardy : But in the present case it wts a legitimate point of 
order.) But do not reply to* his points of order. The other day he 
wauled to teach us manners. We often ignore his remarks, ffir we 
know lift position. Here I camfct express any new tiling; I shall only 
restrict myself to the demonstrations on that particular day. He 
knows that very little time was given to the members of this House for 
that day’s debate, and therefore the whole aspect could not be discussed 
within the time. I have submitted at the beginning of my speech that 

no Government has any rigltt to stop such demonstrations. 

• • 

(At this stage Mi. Speaker left the Chair, which was taken by 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose.) * 

I was just suggesting to the Hon’ble the Home Minister whether it 
was fair oif the part of Government to allow the police to harass 
innocent people, to let loose the police on innocent boys and women in 
this way. Mr. Suhrawardy did not see the incidents, nor the Hon’ble 
the "Home Minister himself. Now r , Sir, that was* th^ituafion that was 
discu^ed. Even the highest of the autocrats always justify their 
autocracy. Instances are many — and we can multiply them — of 
autocrats justifying themselves, for example in Russia, in Turkey, and 
irr Ireland, the Czars, the Sultans and the British Government justified 
themselves. The aristocrats always justify their autocracy, but, «Sir, 
what has been the result P The result has been the aboslute failure of 
their administration like a pack of cards. I was trying to draw out 
this lesson and \ was aiming at that. The Hon’ble the Home Minister* 
said that wit;h the change in administration the people will have nejr 
opportunities tlyown open to them of controlling the police. The 
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Hon’ble the Chief Minister, whom I do not find in his seat just at th 
moment, he too said the other day that they were but the servant:* o 
the public, and th&t they were placed in their positions to rule thi 
country, and that they must rule it. We have ho objection, Sir, t 
their ruling over us, but have we no right to inquire whether they wil 
rule the country properly or misrule it? This is the point which mus 
be considered a hundred times, viz., to ascertain wdiether the presen 
Government will rule* the country, or misrule the country. That is thi 
point which I want to raise and which must be emphasised. 'I want ti 
know, Sir, whether Government is f there to rule or misrule. We hav< 
noticed that Government failed and failed miserably in running tin 
administration of the province. In spite of the fact that the memberi 
n of the Congress by their efforts, by their sacrifice have succeeded ii 
bringing about a change in the administration, they have always beer 
the target of attack by those who are reaping UnH'ruit. It is a mis 
fortune, Sir, that they are 1 tieing the hand that .gives them food. W< 
wquld like to see a change of policy for which we strove so hard yea] 
in and year out (Question). You may say what has the Congress don< 
for the country. My* reply is Congress has brought in a larger numbei 
of members in this House and has given the administration in voui 
hands. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: On a point of order/ Sir. Is my frienc 
preaching what has been done by Congress or is he discussing the cut 
motion that he has moved. 

Chairman (Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose). As soon as I find the member 
deviating from the motion I shell stop him. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: N ow, Sir, it this policy is pursued, I warn the 
Government that there may be retaliation from the members of the 
public. Members of Government have often said that they have 
succeeded in checking the terroristic movement and now the atmosphere 
is very calm. But may I ask what will be the result of this sort of 
repression an d excesses by the police. The Hon’ble Chief Minister the 
other day- said that we were inciting the people to violence. I say that 
the charge lies on the other side. People expected that with the 
inauguration of the new constitution, things would change, but we 
regret to find that the change is for the worse. If public demonstra- 
tions are njaile impossible, our young men will take lessons from the 
history of the west, I mean of Europe, where a King was beheaded 
because he was unfit io govern and take the law info their own hands. 

The Jlon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is a great pity: this 
amounts to an indirect incitement. 
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Mr. BAR AD A PROSANNA PAIN: Tfceif is a saying in English 
that coming events cast their shadows before. It is a happy augury 
for the future that the leader of the Congress Part y # is in the Speaker’s 
chair when the polioe budget is under discussion. 

In supporting the cut* motion of •mv friend Mr. P. Baneiji, I ill 
say at the outset that I was alanped , very seriously and definitely 
alarmed at what the Hon’ble Home Minister told us on the ttopr of the 
House last night, that he took full responsibility for the action of 
Mr. Robertson witfi .regard* to what took place at the meeting of the 
Moslem League on # Saturday l*fs£. Sir Nazintuddin has a habit, a 
characteristic habit, of picking to his gun, and notwithstanding the 
opportunities given to # him las! night by the Speaker, and notwithstand- 
ing the mild admonition whiclufell from the Speaker’s lips, he held tcf 
his position tint the Home Department approved, of the actions anjl 
conduct of Mr. Albertson at the Moslem League meeting. Sir 

Nazimuddin is. I understand, *a barrister, lwrrister out of practice 

• • 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr ; H. S. 8UHRAWARDY : He %as never a practising 
barrister. 

•• 

Chairman (Mr. Sarat Chandra Bos4): l shall not allow any member 

to matae running comments. | 

Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: Mr. Suhrawardy cannot help 
himself. That has been his habit in the past, that is his habit to-day, 
and that will be bis habit in future. 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWflRDY: 1 entirely accept your 
rebuke but a statement like this that Sir Nazimuddin is out of practice 
may mean exactly what is not a fact and majf lead one to make a 
comment of this nature without much habit. 

Chairmarv (Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose): The Hon’ble Minister raised 
something which is not a point of order and I think he will assume that 
the Chair knows a little hit of English. 

Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: Even so, Sir, even though Sir 
Nazimuddin is out of practice, he ought to have realised,the full impli- 
cation of his statement. Sir Nazimuddin ought to have realised that in 
saying what he did, he accepted and he means to accent Jit future all 
errors of omission and commission of which individual police officers 
will be found guilty in their dealings with the public or individuals or 
public organisations. During the last few weeks many reputations .have 
been made and lost on the floor of this House. The Hon’ble Jhe Chief 
Minister has established for himself the reputation of being the most 
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reckless and most extravagant speaker existing in this House and he 
reached the climax when on Saturday last he said that he found nothing 
objectionable individually in the lotus and Sree which are in the 
University crest but he thought that the combination of the two was- 
dangerous. 

Chairman (Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose): Mr. Pain, you are deviating 

from the motion under discussion. e 

* , 

Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIP: The Police budget reveals the 
extraordinary fact that out of Rs. 12| crores which i? the revenue of this 
province, Rs. 2} crores are spent on the police! a little under one-fifth of 
the total revenue. Rs. 40 lakhs of this is absorbed by the Calcutta 
Police and some portion of it, I understand, goes to n? Mr. Robertson 
Whom T saw enjoying the debate not long ago ffojjv.the gallery of this 
house. Out of Rs. 40 lakhs which the Calcutta Police absorbs, Rs. 4A 
lakhs go to the sergeants but' I have not vet heart), and I would be glad 
to 'hear the Finance Minister or the Home Minister say that in future, 
sergeants in the Calcutta Police would be manned by Indians — Moslems 
and Hindus. I expected a pronouncement like that when the Chief 
Minister was giving all sorts of assurances, assurances tDe real value of 
which we understand. Out of Rs. 2A crores which are given to the 
Police, the Criminal Intelligence Department absorbs, I find', some- 
thing like Rs. 17J lakhs. Special Police is given Rs. 5 A lakhs, Eastern 
Frontier Rifles whose existence as part of the Police force of this 
province is due probably to the fact that they can shoot with deadly 
accuracy when occasion arises, get Rs. 4J lakhs but there is a yet more 
startling figure, namely, allowances to police officers on which Rs. 20 
lakhs are spent. Even more startling than this is the provision for 
“Other contingencies”. Heaven alone knows what these unnamed 
contingencies are. They absorb Rs. ISA lakhs. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes. 


After adjournment. 

Mr. 0ARADA HROSANNA PAIN: Sir, I was giving the House 
some figures about the expenditure which is incurred in maintaining 
the police in this province. I have mentioned the sum which is 
absorbed by the Calcutta Police; I have also mentioned the sum which 
is absorbed by. the Criminal Intelligence Department and I have also 
mentioned the sum paid in “Allowances”, Rs. 20 lakhs and in other 
contingencies; rupees 18A lakhs. I confess, Sir, that 1 am somewhat 
puzzled by these “Other contingencies” and do not understand how 
&uch a huge sum of money as 18A lakhs of rupees could be spent on 
Unnamed contingencies There are two contingencies which we know 
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of in connection with the work of the police — the contingency of break- 
ing heads and the contingency of pointing lathis vertically at the 
breasts and heads of little boys and girls of this town. Do I understand, 
Sir, that the flon’bje Finance Minister has provided this huge sum of 
18^ lakh& oh rupees for contingencies like these? Do I understand also 
that the sum of* rupees 5 () lakhs iA paid only to the superior police 
officers as allowances? We all know. Sir, the kind of work which is 
popularh* believed to be done by officers and men of the •Criminal 
Intelligence Department. One of their principal items of work is to 
attend political meetings and tijie dowu notes mostly incorrectly — of 
what is said and dorce at those meetings and on these* incorrect notes 
are founded pompous trials toy sedition and other offences under Indian 
Penal Code and othei* Abts. We know further that the officers of this 
department jely considerably ofl the information which is given to them 
by spies,’ by informejs, by watchers and ‘all the* rest of them, and < 
know personally of several ca^es where informers were put up to invent 
cases so that the C.T. D. might justify their existence in that parti- 
cular part of heaven.’ s creation. There can be no denying the fact that 
there have been cases where when terrorism was git a discount and no 
fresh outbreaks were happening, agents proycateur was set loose foi 
the purpose ok creating terrorism, and if such a sum of money as rupees 
184 lakhs is put in the hands ot theC.’l. 1). people, agents provocateur 
will nnt- come in singles but thjy will come in processions. 

With regard, Sir, to what took place within 100 yards of this House 
on the 14th August last, I say in all sincerety that the Hon’ble Home 
Minister threw away the chance of his life-time on the Kith instant last 
when the adjournment motion on this matter was being debated in this* 
House. He threw away the chance of, enthroning himself in the affec- 
tions of the members of the House and in the affections of the larger 
people outside. If he had got up and said th&t he sympathised with 
the poor little boys and girls who were roughly handled, if he hud got 
up and said that there would be no more insults offered to Congress or 
National flag*, if he had got up and said that steps would be taken to 
see that incidents like that wdiich then happened will not happen again, 
we would have cheered him to the echo, the adjournment ^notion w ould 
probably have been withdrawn ^nd Bengal would hffve begun^tp breathe 
in peace. Instead of doing that, Sir, what he chose to do was to defend 
the police; what he chose to do was to base his case on» incorrect and 
untrue statements of facts. We find the Press Officer, saying in his 
press note that the people in the procession were provi<lin£ themselves 
with soda water bottles, but we were amazed to hear the Hon’bfe Sir 
Nazimuddin say o*n the floor of the House that soda water bottles were 
actually hurled at the members of the police and that they were injured 
thereby. Here, in thip House, we expect the Hon’ble Home Minifltel* 
to place beforg us statements of facts which can be regarded* as 
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sacrosanct, but if instead we are allowed to go away from this House 
hearing from his statements of facts, w r hich are prima facie untrue, I 
subihit that we have every right to say that we are not being treated 
fairly by the Hon’ble the Home Minister. The Hon’ble Home Minister- 
further said that there was no question of insult being offered to 
Congress flags, ('an it be denied to-day that the sole purpose behind the 
activities of the police on that day was not to allow flags to go unfurled 
with the procession. I will respectfully ask the Hon’ ole Home 
Minister to take a copy of the Calcutta Police Act home to-night and to 
read not very many sections but only, section (>2a of that Act and the 
Hon’ble Home Minister will find to- his amazement that the order of tine 
Commissioner of Police with regard to tl\e banning of the procession on 
the 14th August or on any other day was an absolutely illegal order. 
’'The Hon’ble Home Minister has told us that the processior ondhat day 
was entering a prohibited area. If the HoiTbb? IJoine Minister will 
look up the order of the Commissioner of .Police he will find that he was 
purporting to issue an oroei under clause, 4 of Section (12A. Clause 4 
of ^section b2A does not entitle the Commissioner of Police to pass an 
order prohibiting — w 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 4 ■* 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMlbDDIN : Sir, the mover' of this 
lesolution has mostly confined himself to the incidents that took place 
on August 14th and ihe last speaker also has dwelt at length on those 
very incidents. That question was discussed at length in this House 
only about a week ago but I would like to repeat again what I said 
then, namely, that the police had no option but to take action because 
the processionists insisted on g<yng and breaking the rule. There aie 
two things in this connection: fir.st, that they insisted on going to 
the Town Hall in a precession. This was definitely against the order 
(A voice,: Illegal.) that had been promulgated by the Commissioner 
of Police under the authority of the Local Government. If the order 
was illegal there are Courts for taking action and I an* sure no one 
would dare to test that. # 

Dr. tyfltLINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Did, we hear the Home Minister to 
say nobody “dare” or “care”? 

The HoiPble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Both “dare” and “care” 
(laughter). 

We are convinced that the order was not illegal and that it was 
absolutely correct. Sir, after the police had stopped the procession 
the processionists sat down on the road and they were allowed to sit 
down for about an hour. It was a main thoroughfare and the proces- 
sionists were obstructing the traffic. After an hour the police gave 
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them five minutes’ time to disperse and wh^p they failed to disperse 
an attempt was made to push them back and it was only when brick- 
bats started to be thrown at them that the processionists were dis- 
persed by force. , I may tell the House, Sir, that although, as 
Mr. Paid has said, the temptation may be very great at times to make 
statements which will be popular and which may induce members to 
withdraw adjournment motions, but* when one is placed in a respm- 
sible portion he has to discharge his duties, although it may some- 
times bjj unpleasant. If those who have lieen entrusted, specially 
subordinate officers* discharge .their # duty properly then it is the 
bounden *duty o| the Minister hi charge to give tlfem their full 
support. 

On Jhat # occasion from the reports that were received, we were 
satisfied ‘that the pojjce officers who were posted there had no other 
option hut to tak(? such action as they thought necessary. It was 
very unfortunate, and not only we but aWthe police officers deplored 
the force that they % had to use. But when people, knowing that tjiere 
was such an order, knowing that they would not J>o allowed to proceed 
in procession, insisted on doing something whirl was not right, then 
it was mere^ asking for trouble. After that, there was a notice that 
there would be other processions. Government again drew the atten- 
tion outlie public and those w^ho were organising the meeting that if 
they would only a#k for permission, permission could be given on 
those days on which the Legislature was not sitting to go in proces- 
sion to the Town Hall. I would like to ask the members of this 
House, — is it fair on their part to criticise the action of the police or 
the policy of Government, # when opportunity was given to do a thing* 
by taking previous pei mission? If people refuse to do a thing in a 
legal and proper manner, and insist oil doing something which is not 
legal and proper, then how can Government «he held responsible for 
it? 1 admit that a big department like that of the police is not 
perfect; I admit that there are abuses; but # they are human beings; 
they sometimes make mistakes — sometimes these are serious and some- 
times trivial^ but I can give this assurance to the House that if they 
do something wrong, improper or illegal, Government will take every 
possible step to rectify that wrong and to puni«fi the ^rong-doer. 
At the same time, this House* would like to give an assurance to the 
police force that so long as they carry out their duties in a proper, 
legal and correct manner, they will receive the support of Govern- 
ment as well as of this House. If that is not # done, it will lie impos- 
sible to maintain discipline in the force. * 

I would appeal to the members of this House to realise that after 
all, so far as those disturbances were concerned, the police had a* very 
difficult and unpleasant task to perform. They do not reli.^Ji the use 
of lathis nor the use of force but they have to do it only because fhey 
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have got to 'carry out their duties, and therefore they should be 
expected to count on the support of this House when they discharge 
their duties properly. 

Then, Sir, a question has been raised about reduction of expendi- 
ture of the Intelligence Branch. I do not think it is fair 'at this time 
to ask Government to reduce the expenditure of the Intelligence 
Branch. ' In pursuance of the wishes of the members of this House 
and of a strong public opinion outside, Government have adopted a 
bold policy for the release of detenus. TJiere will, be a considerable 
saving at the epd of the year on account of th£ policy which Govern- 
ment have announced — I mean that the expendituie. on the detention 
of detenus and their allowances is bound -to go down if a large number 
of detenus are released, but Government caninft at the same time, 
while they are releasing detenus in large numbers, take the' risk of 
reducing the strength of their Intelligence Branvli #r because, after all, 
a responsible Government must ensure that in case things go wrong, 
they are in a position to take action to ensure safety ' of people and 
of officers. It is not possible to create an Intelligence Branch in a 
very short time nor is it possible after organisations have been started 
and movements have reauhed an advanced stage to create an Intelli- 
gence Branch and obtain information. All this takes time, and there- 
fore it is not possible for Government at the present moment to reduce 
expenditure so far as the Intelligent! Branch is concerned/ It is 
through a long process of training of officers that they lieeome .good 
Intelligence Branch officers. It is not every officer who cum become 
a successful Intelligence Branch officer and one of the Inspectors- 
K General of Police has said, “that only ten per cent, amongst his officers 
are fit to lie good Intelligence Branch officers.” Therefore a Tedyc- 
tion in Intelligence Brunch expenditure at a time when we are pursu- 
ing a hold policy for the release of detenus will mean taking a most 
unwarrantable risk which will not be consistent with public safety. 

I would therefore request the House not to press for reduction in 
Intelligence Branch expenditure. If conditions improve and continue 
to improve, as we hope it would, and if we find after a v$ar or so that 
it is possible, consistent with public safety v to reduce the strength 
of the Intelligence Branch, I can assure the House that Government 
will take* *he first opportunity of making such a reduction. We can 
also give this assurance that if we are satisfied that it is possible to 
<lo so, that conditions are such that after release, detenus have taken 
to normal avocations or to constitutional politics, neither violent nor 
terroristic, por subversive, then Government will be too pleased to 
reduce* expenditure on the Intelligence Branch. 

With these words, 'Sir, I would request the members not to press 
their* cut motions, as, first of all the subject has already been discussed 
an^ secondly it is not fair to ask Government at this stage to reduce 
expenditure on the Intelligence Braneh. * 
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Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I nek the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister, with your permission, Sir, to give us some idea as to the 
expenditure incurred on tjjie Intelligence Branch sfaff kept for opening 
letters o| citizens, and secondly how much expenditure is incurred on 
the Intelligence Branch $taff kept for tapping telephones of citizens? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir* NA1IMUDDIN: 1 lnno not got the infoi 
mation at my disposal at the present moment.* 

• • , . 

The motion of Mr. i\ Banerjt.was tljen put gnd los^. 

« • • 

• • 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH. BISWAS: Mr., Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demalid of Rs. 2 , 09, OS, 000 for expenditure under tin* 
head “89 — 4 > oJ|ce M he reduced by Rs. 100. 

• . ’ • • 

Sir, by this cut*%notion I want to criticise the actions of the district 

police and the # policy* belli iPd it. I belief "that scathing criticisms of 
the actions of tlm police will have little effect unless Government 
changes its policy of police administration. Scathing criticisms have 
been made year inland year out in the previous Council. And I am 
quite sure several members on all sides of this House will make 
scathing criticisms to-night also against police actions. But 1 do not 
believe^ th*at these criticisms yill have any result unless the present 
policy is changed 4>r a better. Sir, some of my friends who spoke 
before me have told the Hon’ble the Home Minister that they have 
given the Ministry many chances of becoming popular; 1 also want 
by this motion of mine to give him and his colleagues another chance 
of becoming popular. 

Sit, we have been told on the floov of this House thi*t we have got 
a popular or in other words a democratic Government. The policy 
of a democratic Government should lie to admfnistei the affairs of the 
people according to the wishes of the people. In the financial state- 
ment of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister wse find that the object of 
the new Government of this province is to lift the masses from the 
depths of misery, ignorance and poverty to which they have sunk 
and to help the nation to march forward as mpidly as possible t# its 
proper political destiny. Thejie are certainly the wishes of •the people 
of this province. But mere shibboleths will not satisfy us. We want 
practical demonstration that the new Government is anxious to lift 
the masses from penury and helping the nation to march forward 
towards its political destiny, and that is our demand. .Sir, we on this 
side of the House, — I mean the Congress members, have been accused 
by the Hon’ble ’Ministers that we have been making unreasonable 
demands. 

. 

Sir, what are our demands? Our demands are two-fold. On§ is 
the political demand and the other is the economic demand. Before 
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we had met in this House, since the 1st April, 1937, — the date of the 
change of Government — we had been demanding on pflblic platforms 
the release of all political prisoners and many demonstrative meetings 
had been held over that demand. And on the floor of this House also' 
we began with that demand. The Hon’ble Ministers had no right to 
say that our this demand was unreasonable. In this respect I would 
<juote an extract of the statement which the Finance Minister prepared 
on behalf of the Cabinet. This is what he says on page 3. 

“Our hearts are also full at this moment wi^hcgi’atitude to the band 

of innumerable' woi belts, most' of them unknown. to fame b?if all high 

in the roll of honour by reason of their selfless devoVon to the national 

cause. We are richer H>-day by the fruits of their labours. Thanks 

'to them and to the zeal that inspired them, we are to-day in a position 

of great power and, even greater possibilities.’’ r 

* k 

Sir, I dare say that tlm Hon’ble Fina'nce Minister when he inaugu- 
rated this Assembly on behalf of the Cabinet had at the back of his 
mind the faces of persons many of whom were still lwhind the prison 
bars. When the view of the Cabinet was such - and when we weie 
told in this House that the Government had changed and the people’s 
government had dawned on us it was certainly not impertinent on our 
part to demand the release of the political prisoners whose contribution 
towards the Refonns had not been llenied. And that it was not 
impertinent ran lie doubly proved by the fact that such a demand had 
been made by the Proja Party also in their election manifesto, of 
whom the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul limp the Premier, is still the leader. 
But, to our utter misfortune, Sir, that demand has been brushed aside. 
Pi notice has dispioved the profession. Now Sir, may I ask the 
Cabinet bow do they intend tv help the nation to march forward 
towards the political destiny of our nation? The people in this pro- 
vince are smothering under an inferiority complex. The people living 
in villages are afraid of approaching even a constable. A nation who 
are always made to fet*i that Ihey are slaves in their country, bow 
can such a nation march forward towards a political destiny? The 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister told the ]>eople at .Dacca a few days back — 
a few days before the Assembly met — that all the Government officials 
were tk# servants of the Premier and the Premier was the ser- 
vant of the people, i.e., all the Government servants were the 
seivants of the “Servant of the people.” That was indeed very 
nice to hear, but was that really a fact ? I must say — No. An 
opportunity v however, has come to him to-night to begin to prove that 
the Government servants are really the servants of the people. So 
long we have heard the Government to say that the police are “public 
servants’ * but we have always found them masters of the public. 
With the advent of the new Government we certainly expected that 
the Cabinet would demonstrate by action that the police were the 
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servants of the people. But they have not fared to do so. 1 shall 
however ask the Cabinet to prove by action that the Premier really 
meant what he said. Let # t hem tell the police thaf.from to-night they 
must respect and protect the liberties of the people and that they must 
know how to behave lilje servant s # before the people. And iet the 
people be emboldened by being told* that from now the police will W 
not their^masters but theij* servants. Sir, a change in outlook is 
necessary both of the Government and its police force, and thal change 
can only # be brought about hy a clear declaration of the Government 
that the liberties of the people» # would no longer be trampled dowm 
and that fhe peopb? *would no longer be victims of police oppression 
and the police should be**told. by a written order that from now they 
must respect a^id protect the liberties of the jieople. # 

Sir, I'wifl iA>w leave this aspect of the case anj acquaint the lion** 
how police atrocities are committed in the districts. The majority 
of the memliei'K here* have *l>ecn returned, from district constituencies 
and they will bear me out that the district police commit excesses in 
season and out of season, both in political and non-political matters. 
My district of Fat^lpur has been the victim ot f police oppression for 
several years. Now, to illustrate what I Iff* \ e said I will read out 
an extract from a judgment delivered* by the Sessions Judge ot Farid- 
pur in^a fasc under section 110 of the I’riminal Procedure (ode. A 
case under section 110. which® may be called a political badlivelihood 
case and known as Chhaygaon badlivelihood case, was brought against 
10 young men of my district, living in the village ot Othav gaon. In 
that case the pioserution examined 107 prosecution witnesses and 
most of these witnesses were made to depose on behalt of the prosecu- * 
tion by threats, persecutions, assaults, and tortures, and when the 
accused young men found that even 'their vvomen-folk Vere aland to 
be molested they pleaded guilty, without ero^-examining any of the 
prosecution witnesses. Whatever 1 shall mention betore you, Sir, is 
contained in the judgment. When these poor fellows after pleading 
guilty found that they were ordered to suffer 3 yea is' imprisonment 
by the Subditisional Officer of Madarijnu, they appealed to the Sessions 
Judge stating that their plea was illegal as that was extracted by 
police terrorism. The Sessions Judge admitted th<*Vppe!U and allowed 
the accused to cross-examine the prosecution witnesses. AVmy time 
is limited I would not go into the details but I would only read out 
a portion of that judgment. This is what the Judge* said: 

“Thus, in all, 107 witnesses were examined* on behqlf of the prose- 
cution and some of them cross-examined by fhe defence. The defence, 
however, did not* examine any witness on their behalf. The trend of 
cross-examination by the defence is to the effect that the prosecution 
witnesses were got up and their evidence fabricated for the purpose 
(if making a false case against the accused persons and also that some 
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of the prosecution witnesses were beaten, assaulted, tortured and 
humiliated by the police with a view to extort false evidence. The 
defence further contended that the pleas of admissions were also due 
to a terror created hv the police oppressions .in the locality and that 
even thieats were given by the police to jpolest the women of the 
village and that these alleged confessions were made out of fear ” 


The Judge then goes on to say: “I may* say at the outset that there 
is overwhelming evidence on the record in the cross-examinations of 
many prosecution witnesses that they Were assaulted, threatened, 
tortured and humiliated with a view to extort evidence, ” , 

That, Sir, is the finding of the Sessions .fudge. I shall now read 
the concluding portion of the judgment which comprises of 108 pages 
of typed matter. # • 

“1 have considered the entire evidence on the record and also the 
arguments of the pleaders bn both sides patiently and I hold that the 
prosecution totally failed to prove any case against the accused 
persons under section 110, Criminal Procedure Code. The accused 
persons have already been suffering in jail for about 15 or 16 months 
and the prospects in life of some of the youths have bee# marred for 
ever. The restraint orders appear to have been rather cheaply used 
and with a purpose. The Subdi visional Officer’s observations in a 
lengthy older, dated 12th April, 19.%, also point* to the same. 


“My opinion is that the accused persons were unnecessarily piose- 
( u ted under section 116, Cr. P. C., and that they .should be acquitted 
t at once. This proceeding should not have been started at all. The 
methods adopted by the subordinate police* officers have undoubtedly 
created great discontents in the" village and these methods would, 1 
think, affect the criminal administration oi justice. I regret that I 
could not approve oi the methods.” 


Now, Sir. 1 would ask the Hon’ble Home Minister whether he 
would take adequate steps against the police officers who .were respon- 
sible tor this case and those atrocities? I would also ask him how 
many thousands ol iupees out of the public fund had been spent in 
prosecuting, this false case? Sir this j,s not the only case. There 
have been many such cases of repression by the police in my district. 
1 hope that the, Home Ministei will take a note of these cases— I find 
that the Home Minister is laughing. I do not know what he has up 
in bis sleeves — J would like to tell him and his colleagues that if they 
want to be popular they must take a note of what I say to-night and 
assume the public of the future safety of their persons and protection 
of their liberties and honour. I would mention two other similar 
ertses, namely, the Naria and Kartikpur-Hogla badlivelihood cases 
which were also started against some young men of the localities 



•DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


m 


1937 .] 

concerned. In those cases also the accused ^oungmen Vere hrst put 
to jail and ttfen honourably acquitted by the Sessions Court. But* 
Sir, the most heart-rending part of the whole tragedy is that as soon 
as the youngiften who were accused in all those cases were released 
from the Jail by the ord§r of the Sessions Judge, they were arrested 
and made detenus at the jail gate. (Cries ot “Shame” from the 
Congress side.) 

The tragedy has not ended there* The concluding chapter oi the 
tragedy is that the 'police officer — I mean the Superintendent oi Police 
who was mainly responsible tor this, and t>ther silhilar ci*ses has invited 
the Inspector-General of police to attend a public Durbar arranged to 
be held to-morsow in, that locality in order to show that the public 
there wgre satisfied with police, administration. Sir, this arrange-* 
ment the* Superintendent has made after I gave, notice of question* 
regarding police ouftage in mv district to he answered in this Session 
of the Assembly. Th» is ntdliing but adding insult to injury. There 
can he nothing moie scandalous than this. 

(At this stage. % t he member havilig reached, 'the time-limit was 
allowed to proceed for one more minute.) * 

Sir, I am soiry 1 have not time t«u say moie. Even in a montb 
I may # not be able to finish it 1 recount to this House the aefs of 
oppression and torture that have been and are being committed by the 
police in my district. Before 1 lesume my seat I again request the 
Home Minister and his colleagues to remember that if they want to 
he popular they must first make their police force popular and safe- 
guard the rights, liberties and honour of the people. 


Adjournment. 

The H^use was then adjourned till 3-45 p.m., on Wednesday, the 
25th August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 25th August, 19*17, at 3-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hou’ble Khan Bahadur H. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.), 
in the Chair, flie eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 225 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS. 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Wakfs. 

*79. Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RA1L: Will the Hon’ble Ministei 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number ot waifs enrolled under the Act up to the 30th 

June, 1937, from date of commencement of the Act; 

(ii) the number of them that are (a) private and (b) public; and 

(iii) the total income of the wakfs that are (a) private and (h) 

publ ic ? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FazUil Huq): By courtesy of the Wak£> Commis- 
sioner 1 am in a position to give these figures : — 

(0 4,5GG. 

( ii ) (a) 1,055, and (If) 3,511. 

c ‘ fts. 

(iii) (a) .. . . 8,01,24*8 

(6) .. ... 4T,GG,2GG 


Total ... 56,27,514 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: What is the approximate 
establishment cost of the office of the Wakf Commissioner P 



1937 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


545 


• .• 

The Hm'bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the Wakf Commis- 
sioner is not directly under our control, and if any question is to be 
asked, I must have notice, so that I may get the figures. 

Mr. J.'W.* CHIPPENDALE: What is meant by private and what by 
public wakfsF 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. That is not a # question. 1* would, 
however, advise the ^honourable membeV to read the Wakf Act. 

Detenus. 

•80. Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BLANERJI: [a) Will the Hon’ble Minis- • 
ter in chaige*of»the Home (Special) Department 1^ pleased to state— 

•• • 

(i) whether it is a fact fhat Sjs. Kiran Chandra Mukherji and 
Jnattchandrj? Majumdar, detenfts in the Deoli Detention 
Camp, ha^&e been suffering from various diseases for a long 
time ; • • 

(it) whether it is a fact that Sj. At indr® Hay, a detenu in the 
Deftfe Detention Camp, has # been suffering from appendi- 
citis; and * 

(tit) whether it is £ fact that*Sjs. Aniulya Adhikary and Ajitanunda 
Das Gupta are suspected of suffering from tuberculosis? 

( b ) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ hie 
Minister l>e pleased to state the steps so far taken by Government for 
their treatment with results? 

(c) If no steps have been taken for their treatment, wilt the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government propose to take 
any step in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nfczimuddin): (a) (i) Babu Kiran Chandra Mukherji has 
been in indifferent health for some time. Babu Jnanchandra Majumdar 
is well. 

(ii) Yes. 

(Hi) As regards the first named person tuberculosis 48 suspected; 
there is no active tuberculosis in the second case. 

(b) and (c) The sick persons concerned haVe received, and .will 
continue to receive adequate medical or surgical treatment. I am not 
prepared to give an*y details, as these are private matters which concern 
only the individuals in question. I shall, however, be glad to com- # 
municate particulars to the hon’ble member if he assures mejthat the 
detenus have no objection to his receiving such information. 

16 
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Batou NARENDRA, NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: (In Bengali.) 

With reference to answer (in), what does the Hon’ble Minister mean 
by suspected and Active tuberculosis? 

The Hotl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN,' I am afraid I am not here 
to furnish members with the meaning of English words. 

< 

Mr. 8A8ANKA < 8EKH AR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. 
The detenu matter is a State question, and «arf such th4 Hon’ble 
Minister cannot consider these as, private matters which (joncern only 
the individuals in question. 

« 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. I have definitely stated already that 
following the conventions which are observed everywhere in ‘the matter 
of questions, I have ruled that it is entirely in the discretion of a 
Minister to choose to answer a question in any manner he likes, and 
that it is also open to the mem tiers to put supplementary questions 
with a view to eliciting any further information in that connection. 
But I cannot eompeJ a ^Minister to answer a question if he declines to 
do so. 

the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : On a point of, personal 
explanation, Sir, I am sure the House will admit <hat members need not 
discuss the details of the disease of a detenu here. 


Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: (In Bengali.) 
Is it not desirable that the Hon’ble Minister should speak in Bengali 
in reply to a question put in Bangali ? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Older, order. As the relevant section of the Gov- 
ernment of India Act stands, I am helpless in the matter. , Under that 
section a member can speak in Bengali if he is unacquainted or not 
sufficiently acquainted with the English language. But it is not open 
to me to ask any member to speak in Bengali if he knows English. As the 
Hon ’ble ( Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin is not unacquainted with the English 
language, I am afraid he may not be inclined to speak in Bengali, and 
I cannot compel him to do so. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Do I understand that in 
respect to answer (m), as it was not a case of active tuberculosis, it 
was one of passive tuberculosis? 

TheHon’We Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing further to 

add. 
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• . * 

A Member: Is tie Hon’ble Minister prepared to communicate the 
particulars to «ne if I can assure him that the detenus have no objection 
to my receiving such information? 

• i 

The Hoil’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the hon’ble member 
will see me in my office room later oh, I can give him the answer. 


Primary miucation .amongst the illiterate workers and their ohildren. 

*• • • •. . . 

•81. Mr. AFJAB ALI: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department, be pleased to state what arrangements 
are there in the laboilr centres of Calcutta and suburbs for imparting; 
primary* pdufcat^on amongst the illiterate workers and their children? 

(i b ) Is the Honibfe Minister aware that cent, per cent, of tEe 

workers are illiterate?. • * • 

• * t • 

(c) Do the Government propose to urge upon the employers to start 

immediately an adequate number of lyght and daj schools in all these 
industrial centres?' * 9 

(d) Do th^ Government propose starting immediately free primaYy 
night and day schools for educating the workers and their children in 
the industrial centres of Calcu^a and suburbs with contribution from 
the employers ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) There are continuation 
schools in Calcutta and 24-Parganas for the education of both adults 
and boys. Their number is, shown below: — 

Group I. Group^II. 

Calcutta ... 36 15. 

24-Parganas ... 50 12. 

• 

Group I schools are meant for boys and teach the 3 R s. Group II 
schools are intended for # adults and teach arithmetic and a language 
besides a technical or commercial subject. A grants of fis. 7,700 was 
sanctioned last year for the maintenance of such Schools. •. 

(b) No. 

(c) No. The local bodies, viz., the District Board* 24-Parganas, 
and the municipalities concerned should, in the first instance, impress 
upon the employers the necessity for starting such schobls,- as primary 
education in both airban and rural areas (where District School Boards 
have not been formed) are mainly under the control of local bodies. 

(d) Government will duly consider such schemes prepared by the 

local bodies in consultation with the employers. • 
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Mr. J. N. CUPTA: la there any school in Calcutta and the 24- 
Parganas to educate the illiterate workers? <- 

The Hovt'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : If local bodies are negli- 
gent in discharging their duties, is it not the duty of Government to 
urge upon them to dq their duty ? 

i* 

The Hon’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Th^t is a hypothetical 

question to which I can give no reply. 

Mr. d. N. CUPTA: May I know whether he has carefully read 
question (a)? *• . 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I suppose 5 1 did. 

Mr. J. N. CUPTA: Is there any workers’ institution in the 24- 
Parganas and in Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am not aware, Sir, but 
I might enquire and let my friend know. ” 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Are the Calcutta schools run by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal or by the Corporation of Calcutta ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They receive aid from Gov- 
ernment, and they are under the control of Government, but they are 
also helped by contributions from local bodies. 

Mr. 8 1 BN AT H BANERJEE: What is the number of such schools in 
« Howrah ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 should like to have 
notice to enable me to prepare statistics. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS; With reference to answer (6), does 
the Hon’ble Minister flunk it desirable to ascertain whether cent, per 
cent, of the workers are illiterate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not admit that they 
are cent,' per cent, illiterate. 
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Khan Sahi|> Maulvi 8. ABDUR RAUF: A*re there such schools in 
Calcutta and the 24-Parganas? 

a * 

• • 

The HonHMe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as I am aware, there 
is none, but if ahy enquiry is needed, I may make the enquiry and let 
the hon’ble member know. 


a 

Detenus Babu Nirodtfaran Bhowmik, 0.L., and Babq, 8udhangslw 

e • 

•* * 4 Kumar Bhowmik. 

, * a 

•82. Mr. MANO&ANJAN. BANNERJEE: (a) Is the Ilcm’Ue* 
Minister -in Charge of the Home (Special) Department aware — ^ 

(i) that Babu l^irodbara® Bhowmik, n.L., and his brother, Babu 
Sudhangshti Kuipar Bhowmik* were arrested under the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act in the second w#ek 
of August, 1932, and the 19th September, 1932, respectively, 
and have since then been in detention ; 

(u) that **Babu Nirodbarafi Bhowmik is at present interned at 
•Jambari in Midnapore and Babu Sudhangshu Kumar 
Bhowmik # at Dumorih in Khulna; 

(m) that their ailing father is aged about 75 years; 

(iv) that before their arrest Nirodbaran Babu and Sudhangshu Babu 
were the earning members maintaining their aged parents; 

(<’) that the old father *had to raise money by sale and mortgage 
of all his landed properties 1o bear the educatkmal expenses 
of those two detenus; 0 

(vi) that both the detenus as well as their aged invalid mother 

.Sreemati Sushila Sundari Debi repeatedly prayed for grant 
of subsistence allowance; 

(vii) that their parents are at present living on charity which is also 

not available now; and • . • • 

(viii) that their repeated prayers have been rejected by the Additional 
Secretary ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the reasons for the rejection of their prayers 'for family 
allowaifce ; 

(if) whether Government are prepared to grant a subsistence allow- 
ance to their aged and incapacitated parents; or • 

(Hi) whether Government are prepared to release the detenus? 
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The Hon’ble KhwaJaSir NAZIMUDDIN: (») Yea. 

(ii) One of them has been and the other will shortly be interned at 
home. 

(Hi), (v) and (vii) I have no information. 

(iv) My information is that before their arrest they were not in a 
position to contribute to the support of their parents. 

(vi) and (viii) Government received applications for the grant of a 
family allowance but rejected them. 

( b ) (i) and \ii) Government were of opinion that the detenus if at 
liberty would not have been in a position to contribute to the support 
of their parents. I am prepared to consider with due regard to the 
provisions of section 12 of the Bengal Criminal Law Amqpdmpnt Act, 
K)30, whether the grant of an allowance from ppblic ffinds would now 
be justifiable. * 

(Hi) The attention of the' hon’ble member is invited to my reply to 
pait (a) ( ii ) of the question, and to that portion of the statement which 
I made in this Hou'tw on the 9th August which rentes to detenus in 
home domicile. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: (In Bengali.) 
With reference to answer (ii), may I l&iow whether they will get any 
allowance ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I would refer the hon’ble 
member to answer (m) and to the statement I made on the 9th of 
August. 

Mr. BIRENDRA N£TH MAZUMDAR: Is any allowance given to 
a hoine-internee ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Most of those who are 
home-interned get allowances. * 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR: Is Mr. Nirod *Baran 
Bhownii^k, a home-internee, in receipt "of any allowance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

A Member i With reference to answer (iv), does the Hon’ble 
Minister think that a B.L. is not in a position to support his parents? 

- The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That was the decision of 
th$ previous Government, and this question is going to be re-examined 
by Government, 
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Mr. SMANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Wijh reference to answer 
(6) (0 (h), is this opinion a mere surmise or is it based upon material 

facts P # *. 

• , 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAIIMUDDIN: I have already stated 
that this question is going to be re-examined and that that decision 
was arrived at by the previous Government. 

u^Starreio questions. 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

V • petenu Sreejut Arab in da Chakravarty. 

% • # 

34. Dr. NALINAK8HA. 3ANYAL: WilJ the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to state— 

• ... • 

(i) the circumstances under which Sreejut Arybinda (chakravarty, 

a boy ag*ecl about 1G years only of the district of Nadia, was 
a nested nearly 6 years ago and ke^>t under detention with- 
out trial since then*; • 

(ii) "whether it is a fact tjiat this boy has been suffering from 

various aflments since his internment in the district of * 
Mymensingh ; 

(m) whether it is a fact that he has lost nearly 28 pounds in weight 
in a few months; 

(iv) whether he has been suffering from pain in the chest, 
pyorrhoea, slow fever and other troubles; • 

(v) what is the present state of his health ; ajid 

(vi) whether the Government are considering it desirable to release 
•the said detenu without any further jdelay P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDD1N : (i) I am not prepared to 
state the reasons for which this youth has been .detained. * . 

(ii) to (r) The detenu was in poor health while interned k. Mymen- 
singh and was twice admitted to the Suryya Kanta Hospital in Mymen- 
yingh town, where he received treatment for heart trouble, bronchitis 
and other complaints. The only information which I have about loss 
of weight is that he lost four pounds during one of the periods spent 
in hospital. He was recently interned at home, and I have no infor- 
mation about his jfresent state of health. 

(vi) The attention of the hon’ble member is invited to that portion 
of the statement made by me in this House on the 9th August which 
relates to detenus in home domicile. 
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P 

Or. NALINAKSHA^AANVALi Will the Hoo’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he cannot state the reasons in "the interest of 
public safety P 

The Hoft’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN- Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will he be plased to sthte if this 
young boy of 16 years* was taken hi custody because British imperialism 
was imperilled? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. This is hot a supplementary ques- 
tion; rather you are supplying an answer. You must realise that you 
are asking a question, and your question is whether this lftan.has been 
interned. Instead, ff you suggest that his (nV'rnment imperilled 
British imperialism, surely it would not ‘be the proper way of putting 
a supplementary question. ' My difficulty is still worse. I have to 
deal with 250 members in connection with their ‘Supplementary ques- 
tions, and if they all £>ut supplementary questions which are really not 
so, but are simply such* as to suggest certain information, I do not 
know how I should tackle them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: 0\i a question of privilege, Sir, 
when I find that the Ilon’ble Minister is refusing to answer a ques- 
tion, I have got to put certain questions in order to get an answer 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. It would be a sheer waste of time 
if I were to allow you to suggest the possible causes one after another. 


Results achieved by. Government High Schools and Colleges 
during the fast five years. 

35. Dr. y. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education IM'partment be pleased ,to lay on the table a statement 
showing in a tabular form, the results achieved by Government high 
schools and colleges during the last five years, with — 

(t) the number of students that took the final test in these schools 
and k colleges; 

(ii) the number sent up; 

% (Hi) the number passed with their classes; and 

i (tr) the percentage of passes to the total number in^the class? 
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• » 

Th® Hon’Me Mr* A. K* FAZLUL HU|i Jhe information is not 
readily available and its collection would involve an expenditure of 
time and labour which the Ministry is not prepare^ to incur. 

• « 

Dr. H« C* MUKHERiH: Is it not a fact that some years ago such 
a statement was drawn up and, if so, is the Hon’ble Minister prepared 
to place Jhat statement on the table ?* 

• 

The Hon’ We Mr., A. K/ FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of it, 

Sir. 


•Training of students in the agricultural classes. 

% * * 

36. Dr. H. C. MUKHfflJI (a) Will # the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the •Education Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing <or the period from 1930 to 1930, the numbef of 
students that — . , * ,• 

(i) received the full four years’ training ^n the agricultural classes 

in schools; * • 

(iiy studied in high English schools; 

(Hi) studied in middle English schools; 

(iv) studied in middle English schools with continuation classes; 

(v) went up for higher education after completing the agricultural 

training ; 

(vi) stopped their education with ijie end of the agricultural train- 

ing; and 

(vii) adopted agriculture as their profession on completing the 

training? 

• * 

(b) Will dhe Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state whether 
from the Inspector’s reports it has been proved that the middle English 
schools with continuation classes are more successful, thai* high English 
schools with agricultural classes in keeping back \heir students from 
higher education? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) The compilation of 
this information will involve an excessive expenditure of tim§ and 
labour which Government will not be justified in undertaking at 
present. * 

(b) It is reported that middle English schools with continuation 
classes are more successful than high English schools with agricultural 
classes in this # respect, but no definite conclusions can yet be drawn. 
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Or. H. C. MUKHERiM: Ie it not a fact that there is an Inspector 
of Agricultural Education with headquarters at Dacca, and that it is 
his duty to inspect institutions which teach agriculture and to submit 
annual reports; and if so, is the Hon’ble Minister prepared to place the 
last report on the table? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. Your question is divided into three 
parts, the first and second of which relate to the function and the duty 
of the officer. I think no answer is required op those points/ So far 
as the third part is concerned, ‘it willjsuffice if that is answered. 

. The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: l am not Aware of that 
report, but I will make an enquiry and,' if possible, I will* place it on 
tfcfe table for the infortnation of the hon’ble member . 

o 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI : Is it not a facl that originally teaching of 
agriculture started with 40 schools and that this n timber has dwindled 
down since then? 

Mr. 8PEAKER; Order, order* I thiftk, Dr. Mukherp, if you had 
heard hiy ruling on a similar question put by Dr. Sanyal, you # would 
have profited by it. I told Mr. Sanyal that, his business was to put a 
supplementary question and not to supply information through a 
supplementary question. I have disallowed that question for reasons 
I have already stated, and I disallow your question on the same ground. 


Dr. H. C. (MUKHERJI: Is it, a fact that there has been diminution 
in the number of schools imparting agricultural training? 

« 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of that, 
Sir. 


• c , * 

Imposition of education cess upon t(ie people of Mymensingh. 

37. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether the 
education cess is going.to be imposed upon the people of the Mymen- 
singh district? 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the people of Mymensingh 
^re passing through a crisis on the fall of the price of jute? 

(c) Has the Hon’ble Minister received objections from the people 
of Mymensingh against imposition of such tax at this time? 
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(d) Is the ^Hon’ble Minister considering ttffe desirability of keeping 
in abeyance the imposition of education cess upon the people of 
Mymensingh till the economic condition of the people improves? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) The question is under 
consideration. 

(i b ) No. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Does not arise — In view oiihe answer to*(a). 

# I 

Khan Sahib HAMIUDDIN.AHMAD: Is th? Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the Chief Manager of tlm Tagore Estate (?) in the district, of* 
Mymensingh* w$nt out on tour asking people to agitate against the 
imposition of the education cess? * 

i 

9 * 0 

The Hon’bfe Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware, Sir. 

• 

Khan Sahib HAMIUDDIN AHMAD: Is it n A a fact that all the 
objections referred to in (c) were from individuals who had nothing 
to do with District School Boards local boards and union boards 
who have passed resolutions in favour of the imposition of the •cess?** 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the objection came 
mostly from public meetings of protest. As regards the school boards 
they wanted the tax. But the view was overwhelmingly against the 
imposition of the cess, and Government have stopped collecting the 
cess with a view to ascertaining the views of this Assembly which will 
be done in due course. * * 

Khan Sahib HAMIUDDIN AHMAD: Is i* not, a fact that this 
agitation was engineered by interested persons and zemindars? 

The Hon’ffle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say, Sir. 


Number of persons belonging to the district of Mymensingh detained 
without trial. 

38. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to state — 

( i ) the names of persons belonging to the district of Myrnensindj 
detained without trial ; • 

(ii) their {daces of internment; 
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(in) the state of their health ; 

(iv) their present weight ; 

(v) the weight they had when arrested { and # 

(vi) the amount of family allowance, if any, granted to each? 

The Hofl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The information desired 
by the hon’ble member cannot be collected without an undue expendi- 
ture of time and labour which Government are pnable to undertake. 

I c ^ 

Mr. &A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL? What is the amount of time 
<and labour that the collection of this information would involve? 

.1 

The Hon’bfo Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: A great deal of time and 
labour. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that all this information may be obtained from the files relating to these 
detenus ? 

The Hofl’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly place that information at the disposal of this House? 


The Hon’tye Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already said that 
it will take a great deal of time and labour, because we have got to 
go through a number oi file registers, and to look up a large number 
of names to get this information. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Does the Hon’ble Minister mean 
to convey to this House that the files relating to the detenus in the 
district of M,>menf.ingh have not been looked into by him? 

The HotlWe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There are no files, dis- 
trict by district. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Could not one of these 

questions be answered with due expenditure of time and labour? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know, but that 
may be possible, Sir. « 
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Number of estates purchased by the Government. 

39. Rai HARENDRA, NATH CHAUDHURI:* Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
annually, for each district, for the period of last five years, the number 
of estates — 

l 

(t) tlfat were advertised for sale for arrears of land revenue under 
, the Revenue Sale Law (Act XI of 1$59); 

(ii) that were solcl Under the# aforesaid Sale, Law; and 
(in) that were .purchas/d by tJ|e* Government? 

MINISTER in charge of, REVENUE DEPARTMENT: (the* 
Hon’ble'Sir feijey Prasad Singh Roy): A statement giving the informa- 
tion required is platen* on the table. 



Statement referred to in the answer to unstarred question No. 39, showing the number of estates advertised for sales, number 
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[25th Axra. 



269 5 1 . . I 201 8 | 173 7 1 | 149 
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( 

Rai HARENDRA N*TH CHAUDHURI: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that there was a failure of crops in the Presidency' and Burdwan 
Divisions in the ve$r 1935-36 ? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir.' 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: In view of \he facts 
disclosed in answer to this question, is the Hon’ble, Minister • prepared 
to say that the Revenue Sale Law dick not operate very harshly in th$t 
area P 

*■ The Hofi’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Th&t is* asking 

iqjr an expression of opinion which I am not prepared Vo make. 

* 


THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
‘ FOR 1937-38. 

c 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

• • 

Part II. 

29— Police. 

Mf. HARENDRA KUMAR SUR. I beg to support the motion for 
reduction moved by my' friend, Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas. So far as 
police oppression in the mufassal is concerned, our cry is a cry in the 
wilderness. They want to prove their efficiency and justify their exist- 
ence by keeping our people in perpetual terror. During* the last few 
years, the organised acts of terrorism perpetrated openly by the police 
on our people* can Jbetter be imagined than described. Insults and 
humiliatiprs, indignities and oppressions were the daily experiences of 
our boys and young men. I shall only confine my speech to some 
incidents that happened in the district of Noakhali. The highest officer 
in charge of the Intelligence Branch in Noakhali, taking undue advan- 
tage of his unlimited powers under the repressive laws, such as the 
Bengal Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, the Bengal Suppression of 
Terrorist Outrages Act and similar other Acts, compelled some of the 
boys, to appear before him at dead of night in his bungalow, and they 
>frere made victims for the purpose of satisfying his unnatural lust. Sir, 
oun boys had to pocket these degrading insults without any sense of 
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shame because they knew from their past experience thdt if they had 
offered reqisjp* 10 ^ then the whole machinery of law and order would 
have been let loose upon them, and some day it might so happen that 
they wpurd have been arrested under the Bengal Ordinance and put 
under detention. Our boys disclosed the fact to their nearest relations 
only when this particular* officer had* left the district of Noakhali and 
when they had definitely come to kntnv that he would not be coming 
back; antfthen one of the boys sent, a petition to t he Private Secretary 
t», His Excellency # the Governor to Which he received a reply that his 
letter had been forwarded to* the Thief Secretary^ to the Government of 
Bbngalf and that apy*furtl^r correspondence should be Addressed to the 
Chief Secretary. 'The boy. then ieut letters to the Chief Secretary by 
way of reminders to Whifch he received no reply- • 

Then it is mystwicfhs that somehow or other a very high official in 
the service of the Ass^m-Bengal liailway wl*) happens to be the 'Presi- 
dent of the European Association of Chittagong and the Superintendent 
of Police, Chittagong, came to know of this matter. The President of 
the European Association sent a letter to the boy rftid the Superintendent 
of Police sent a telegram to him requesting h4m to appear before them 
with the papers in his possession, meaning thereby the documents for 
substantiating his allegations. The boy eseorted by the Intelligencer 
Braneh*Sub-Inspector # of Feni wfcnt over to Chittagong and appeared be- 
fore these two gentlemen and produced the documents and convinced 
them about the truth of his allegations. Those two gentlemen then 
advised the hoy not to proceed with the matter further because nothing 
would come out of it. On the other hand, they gave him allurements 
that he would he provided vfjtb a .job under the Assam-Bengal Bailway. 
Somehow or other, the matter leaked (Tut, and then apprehending that 
questions might be put in this session of the Assembly, the hoy was 
served with a letter from the District Traffic Superintendent, Assam- 
Bengal Bailway, asking him to present himself on the 22nd July for 
interview Before the Selection Board. The boyliad never submitted any 
application f<fr any job, and he then wrote a letter to the Commissioner 
of the Chittagong Divisiqg stating that he did not want to act against his 
conscience, and the Divisional Commissioner sefit him a Feply. There- 
after the boy wrote another letter to the Divisional Commissioner who 
in reply assured the boy to keep his promises. Of course, these gentle- 
men were under the impression that the boy would kdbp the matter 
secret, but the letters of the particular officer concerned disclosing these 
filthy matters as well as the letter of the President o£ the European 
Association and the telegram of the Superintendent of Police and the 
two letters of the divisional Commissioner of Chittagong were all in the . 
safe custody of the boy. I have had an opportunity of going through 
all those papers and have been convinced that after the complaint was 
ipade to the Government of Bengal, a serious attempt was made to bSsh 
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up the matteV. Sir, I appeal through, 'jpou to the ffouse that if high 
officers placed in charge of the Intelligence Branch of thn* district atoop 
so low what excesses will not beeoffiipitied by the subordinate staff ? 

a ^ ^ 

Then, Sir, I shall now turn to at other incident which happened in 
Comilla, in which another Military Intelligence Officer was concerned. 
Miss Brahma, a detenu and homeinternee, was attacked with fever in 
January last, and she was feeling excruciating pain, and, lier father 
submitted a petition to the Superintendent of Police for bor* medical 
treatment and, if necessary, for her removal t<$ Calcutta. Days, pfossed 
and no reply was sent. Then, Sir, when the eondrtioq of the girl became 
critical, the father of the girl called in the Military Surgeon* Captain 
» Prosser? He examined the girl and declared that it was a case of 
abscess in the abdomen and that she had passed the st*ge of operation. 
On the next day he came again and declared that t v e case was hopeless. 
The tmfortunate girl met. with a tragic death because of the callous 
indifference of the authorities and because she could not be removed to 
Calcutta for treatment. After her death, there was a funeral procession 
when "the dead body*"was taken to the cremation ground and some young 
men of Comilla joined ir-itlie procession. This the Intelligence Branch 
officers could not tolerate. The next day some young men— three, four, 
*" cr five in number — were visited by the police, and the Military Intelli- 
gence Officer and one Inspector Kushafi mercilessly beat these boys for 
taking part in this funeral procession, causing bleeding injuries to one 
of them. The lather of one of the injured boys sent a petition to the 
police, but perhaps the matter was hushed up or no enquiry was made. 
This is the state of affairs, Sir, which prevails in this province. It is 
said that the duty of the police consists in the prevention and detection 
of crimes and of their general readiness to assist or render help to every 
individual of the community. As regards prevention of crimes, I sub- 
mit that in the year 1^02-03, when the Indian Police Commission sat, 
the police expenditure was a little over 46 lakhs; in the year 1923-24 the 
expenditure increased to Us. 1,73,31,000; and in the yeaf 1932-33 it 
mounted up to Its. 2,20,85,000 ; and in the present yeai 1 the estimated 
amount is Its. 2,27,69,000. As regards the strength of the force fat 
berths have been created at the top as a result of the Report of the 
Indian Police Commission, with the object of exercising careful and 
effective supervision and control over the Police Force. The 
strength ol’ the Police Force in 1913-14 was 17,495; 
in 1922-23, 23,498; in 1931-32 it increased to 26,791; and for 
the.present year the strength is 31,690. The number of police-stations 
in 1912 was 453; it was increased to 688 in 1921; and now, Sir,, it is 
about 700. If we study, on the other band, the number of crimes, we 
c find that that number has been gradually increasing. The more the 
contribution from the public exchequer, the greater is the number of 
c&mes ootnmitted. This is an indication that the policy administration 
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in Bengal, at uraot with regafd $o, the prevention of crimes, is a total 
failure. *$Pheii as regards dete&titm~£f crimes, frtmi the figures it 
appeara that d'nly 30 per pent. <of tlie cases are sent up for trial, and 
practically 7?t per cdnt. of the cases feimHn undetected, and 20 per cent, 
of the cases, on an average, end in conviction. 

The third point is that it .is the duty of the police to render help to 
every individual in the community. I must subiyit, Sir, that these offi- 
cers neyef for a moment f'eQl that they are public servants; they never 
discharge any of their* functions^ in the; spirit of service; they rather 
take pride to keej? our people in perpetual terror and to make us feel 
that the$r have unlimited phwers of o])pression and mischief. Corruption 
in greater or less degree also prevails from the Inspector down to thd 
pettiest , conStakle. Investigating sub-inspectors are dishonest, and 
tyranical, for they%?a4ize money when an investigation proceeds. They 
go to the villages where th§j f seek to create opportunities for realizing 
money, and they are not only*a burden to t fie complainant but also to the 
witnesses, and sometimes to the whole village. If these investigating 
officers do not get sufficient money to ‘fill their packets, they harass and 
insult the people. This is, Sir, what is police administration in this 
province. If*is said that we have got; 

(At*this stage the member paving reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) * 


Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHANDKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir,' my • 
friend has made a speech in support of the token cut motion which he 
has moved, from which and from the ‘appeal that he ha£ made I do 
gather that this appeal was to the Hon’ble the Jlome Minister, that the 
police should change their attitude. So long the idea that prevailed 
among the police officers was that they were masters of the people, but 
with the inauguration of the new constitution and new Government 
they should l?e made to understand that they arc not the masters, but 
merely the servants of the people. The peopl^ of this province w # ere 
tongue-tied so long, and they should be released from ’their teyor. I can 
cite many instances, Sir, of their had behaviour, but I shall cife one or 
two cases only on the present occasion. It is very difficult for people 
to get redress at the hands of the district police. My friend, Mr. Abdul 
Bari, complained yesterday against the district police, but he could not 
give expression to his complaint. Now, the district polfce ought fo do 
their work in a better manner than they are doing at present. People 
do not get redress at their hands when they are approached. They are 
treated in a manner anything but gentlemanlike, and their oppressions 
and maltreatment has become proverbial, refefeuce to which*has b§en 
made by Mr. Skirendra Nath Biswas in connection with the Chhaogan 
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case— similar treatment find oppression w^re also meted to people who 
approached them. In ordinary cases of theft, Sir, when*the police are 
approached by the people, the police do not receive these informations 
regularly. Why? Because the more the number of infofthation about 
theft the greater the discredit that it brings, on the police, and these 
village people are driven away with soft words. Then, Sir, if a theft is 
committed on a particular day and information is lodged on that day also 
they do not go to that place that day, so that it might become difficult 
for them to trace the thieves. This is the sort of work, Sir/* that the 
police are doing now-a<days. A good deal of mbney is spent, as will be 
apparent from the budget, on the district police, and the figure under 
this head exceeds that under the head “Education.’ ’ IJpon the district 
‘police budget 11s. 1,46,00,000 is charged, whereas for Education it is 
Rs. 1,26,00,000 and odd. Now, Sir, let us look to the JmtigeV'of other 
major provinces, vizi, of Bombay and Madras. «In*the past years we 
have seen that more money was spent on Education there than on Police. 
In Bombay last ,\ear and t lie year before a lakh of rupees was spent 
more on Education than on Police. Now, Sir, if illiteracy is gone from 
the country and people become educated, there will not be so much 
crime, and so much police expenditure would not be necessary. There- 
fore, with the inauguration of provincial autonomy we hope to see a cut 
"■ iu the Police Budget; but instead of that we find the figure is greater 
than under Education. Such a big amount should not be spent dpon the 
district police only to report on suspects and track down criminals. 
Their real duty is to follow a gentlemanly, fair, and fearless policy, and 
what is more they should not molest innocent people but bring the crimi- 
nals to hook and do justice to the c ountry people, as I have said and as I 
may repeat fairly, fearlessly, and gentlemanly. I would submit that 
such a big expenditure should not be allowed under the new constitution 
for the district police. Their whole work is now much minimized. 
There was some justification for keeping a big police force in the past, 
because unfortunately for Bengal there were some unhappy incidents in 
the past in the form of terrorist activities and subversive movements in 
this province. At that time there was necessity for maintaining such 
a big district police and incurring such big expenditure. But at the 
present, moment, Sir, the situation is fully under control, and there is a 
lull in terrorist activities throughout the whole province. In view of 
this lull in the situation, the maintenance of such a big police force at 
this enormous expenditure is not required and cannot be justified. 

Then, Sir, the situation also has changed now as will be evident 
from the fact lhat the premier political organisation in the country,’ I 
mean the Congress, which did not enter the former Council have, with 
the inauguration of the new constitution, come into it. There is a change 
iof policy in that political organisation ; they have not only entered it, 
bqt in other provinces have accepted office as well. In view of this 
political change and the cult of non-violence which the youths of Bengal 
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have accepted, I respectfully submit that any subversive movement will 
not be able to make its headway in Bengal. In these circumstances, 
there is no necessity for a big police force in the ‘districts at an enor- 
mous cost. **fThe mbney that would be saved by curtailing the number 
of district police officers # can be diverted to education. I submit that 
there is not sufficient work for the district police, and I will give an 
instance which will show th$t it is s4. There was a case of theft of a 
used up broomstick and sundry other things the aggregate value of 
which w«s only 4*annas. for this there was an investigation over a 
very big area covering two t liana j and a Jarge number of witnesses were 
examined with tl\§ result jihat a female was arrested a’nd placed under 
trial. She went undefended and the Magistrate was very reluctant to 
pass a sentence, and let fier go with a warning. So it will be seen that 
having fio wf>rk # to do, the district police goes to investigate case of theft 
of a broom 9 tick. 


I therefore respectfully submit that the Iloniflie Minister should 
listen to the appeal of the mover and send a ci*cular to the police officers 
reminding tiffin that they are* the servants of the people and not their 
masters. • 


Mrs. ELLEN WEST: Mr. Speaker, a department whose utility to the 
public is dependent entirely on its efficiency ought not to be exposed to 
the whims and fancies of any legislature. Economy calculated merely 
to reduce the administrative charges qf such a department is not com- 
patible with efficiency. No Government can efficiently discharge its 
duties in the constructive field it there is not # sufficient safeguard for 
the maintenance of peace and tranquillity in the area it administers. 
This is trite of Congress Government as it is t?ue of any other Govern- 
ment. The aid of the police has l>een sought during the past few weeks 
not only in Bengal, but also in those provinces where Congress has 
formed Ministries. If anywhere economy should 1^ introduced with 
special legard to efficiency, it k in the Police Department. #ailtne of 
the police even in a single instance would demoralise it in the eyes of the 
unruly section of the public, and the offenders will be Encouraged to 
repeat their performances. The knowledge of the existence of an 
efficient police is a safeguard against recrudescence of disorders and dis- 
obeyal of established laws. The trend of the discussion which has 
taken place so far seems to indicate that the responsibility for the main- 
tenance of law $nd order rests only with the lion T)le Minister in charge^ 
I would like to point out that this responsibility is shared by this House* 
The Hon’ble Minister is only an instrument of this House. He canhot 
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carry out his important ckties if he had not the co-operation and support 
of this House. Unfortunately we have had many instances in the last 
few weeks — indeed during the last few days — which clearly 
testified to the necessity of an efficient police ‘force. This 
House may now decide to reduce the Police Budget. But what 
will be the after-effects? Human nature being what it is, a change 
of heart cannot grow overnight, deduction in the police grant and a 
consequent decrease in the strength and efficiency of the police force 
would only serve to liberate the forces of disorder which have' happily 
been practically absent (for some time jlast. 

i 

I would like to take this opportunity of bringing to the notice of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Depaitment certain disabilities under 
which sections of the police force are suffering. t I refer* particularly to 
Anglo-Indian sergeants. I do not wish tq» raise the question of policy 
governing the recruitment of European ex-soldier« of the British Army, 
but in these days of unemployment and stress I dp not see any reason 
why a greater number of Anglo Indians should not be recruited into 
the force. I maintain that if Anglo-Indian sergeants have proved them- 
selves capable of filling a certain percentage of these posts* the efficiency 
pf the force will not be impaired by the recruitment of a larger per- 
centage of Anglo-Indians. Then, agaiip I understand, I speak subject 
to correction, that there is a considerable disparity’ in the conditions of 
service' of British soldier sergeants on the one hand and Anglo-Indian 
sergeants on the other, although the duties required of both classes of 
sergeants are absolutely identical. 1 believe that whereas the British 
soldier is confirmed in his appointment within six months of his recruit- 
ment, the Anglo-Indian is mainly .recruited to tenqiorary posts and is kept 
on in this capacity for two and sometimes three years. There are other 
such differences in terms, I need hardly say that such differential treat- 
ment between members of the same force doing similar duties may often 
create discontentment resulting in inefficiency. That there ha^s not been 
any deterioration in their work notwithstanding this invidious difference 
is a tribute to the sense of duty of the Anglo-Indian sergeants. I appeal 
to the Minister in charge to give this matter his sympathetic and early 
attentions 


Mr. SPEAKER: Before I adjourn the House I would like to draw the 
special attention of the members to a complaint made to me that mem- 
bers indulge in a considerable amount of smoking within the Chamber 
durihg intervals with the result that the House becomes stuffy. I have 
myself iloticed that during division one member began to 
smoke almost frpm the very door leading to the lobbies. I hope 
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members will refrain from doing so; otherwise* it would be impossible 
to carry on the business in this House. 

(The Motldfe was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(After Adjournment.) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN &IDDIQI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, a good deal lias 
been said about thej’olice Departing in the cut^that have been so ably 
put before the Hohse. I \fould like to make an appeal to the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge on behnlf of,* if I may so put It, the Indian section that^ 
still notes with regret that the past has not yet gone away altogether. 
A new world has come jnto existence and we as Indians expect that the 
police, which in the mind of njost of us is synonymous with cruelty and 
vindictiveness and possesses ' 3 point of view* which is definitely anti- 
Indian, anti-national and is always of a type that makes us shudder v*ill 
undergo a change. ># Thc police, Sit , is-a necessity^ every country, but 
here, in a country so docile as ours, the percentage allotted to this depart- 
ment is as high as 10. None; of us desires lawlessness. If neces- 
sary, to suppress it, one might go eveli to a higher figure. There iSj_ 
howevef, a fundamental difference of opinion on this subject. I\nat 
may be a very noble 'object to me and a beautiful ideal to be attained 
may be considered as criminals by those who stick to the traditions of 
the past. Could I, Sir, through you, api-eal to the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge to adopt a new angle of vision, to look at us not as people who 
should lie locked up but as men, however unworthy, who are trying to the 
best of their abilities to serve the country to which they ljplong and for 
whose freedom, for whose advancement, among tho nations of the world 
they are doing their little bit. Assurances ha As been given. We are 
grateful for some of them, but, Sir, what 1 would like to hear not only 
from the Minister in charge but from the whole Cabinet is that from now 
onwards the pBint of view and the angle of vision have definitely changed 
for the better. I know- ^ie present Cabinet has to suffer under the 
traditions of the past. Let them take courage to both their hands mid 
let them for once decide that Bengal like the other provinces oMndia has 
also come into its own, that the criteria for judging movements that the 
criteria for judging the characters of workers in the political field, in 
the field of labour, and. in a sense, workers in the service of the public— 
not necessarily Governmental but even service* outsid. Government 
departments, have changed. We are all working for a common goal, 
for a common ideal Let us feel and let the Cabinet make us feel that 
their ambitions, their ideals are in no way different from our». I. 
should like, Sir, the Cabinet to make a gesture once and for all that this 
new position has been created and that I may walk about the streets' of 
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Calcutta with my Jiead high and not as one who is a criminal. The 
police, Sir, all over India has been considered as not a department com- 
posed of angels: commissions have been appointed to investigate their 
highhandedness and, for the matter of that, not only the police in India 
but everywhere else is not considered to be the best f of departments. 
Here in Bengal, where the police felt that it was the master of the people 
and not their servant, the Cabine't will have to make a bigger effort, a 
greater effort to bring home to us that we are now free citizens of Bengal 
and free citizens of India, and that we need not,, be ashamefl of our 
being Indians. t Once 4his attitude i^, adopted, I am inclined to think, 
Sir, that we shall not require such a huge amount for this department. 
The Criminal Investigation Department was tti^cu^ssed yesterday. I may 
speak, Sir, with some knowledge of its Political Branch and in this if I 
show a bit of feeling you will pardon me. Sir, the members of this 
terrible department can be compared only to what we have read about 
the Checka, in Russia. Sir, tfiey show an amount of vindictiveness, they 
show an amount of cruelty which is perhaps unexampled. I beg of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge through you, Sir, to make his influence felt. 
Catch hold of the criminal by all means if he is a criminal, but as I have 
already submitted to you, Sir, the criteria w r ill have to be new and the 
points of view 7 will have to be altered considerably. 

1 * VAX 

India, Sir, especially its politically-minded section, has realised that 
active revolutions, that direct action are no good. Under the 
influence of that great sage of India w r e have learnt that there is a 
weapon in our hand which is called “Ahimsa” — non-violence. Through 
that we can attain to heights which perhaps active revolution may not 
help us to attain. If the Ilon’ble Minister looks at things from my 
point of view’ and if he uses his influence and looks at things from the 
Ahimsa angle of vision 1 am absolutely certain, Sir, that by January 
when a portion of this budget will have to be reconsidered, he might 
through this new point of view decide to reduce some of .this huge 
expenditure. We do need money for nation-building ^ departments. 
We w ? ant education to go ahead. We want agriculture, industries and 
mgny other national activities which are being starved to-day to go 
ahead. Therefore, Sir, if I can make this appeal and it it, is heard even 
to a very small extent, I shall feel happy that my apj>eal has not been 
made in vain. 


Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: (The member addressed the House in 
Bengali.) 

« 

(In relating an incident, the member was criticising the action of 
a jiarticular police officer.) 
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Mr* SPEAKER: Mr. Zaman, I would advise you and also other 
members of the House in this connection that in a discussion if you.want 
to make allegations against a particular individual, \it is only fair that 
you should not do if in a manner which it might be difficult for him to 
refute, and that you shoujd merely mention him as a certain officer and 
not mention his name. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAfAAN continued speaking in Bengali and resumed 
his seat after reaching'the time-limit. . 


Mr. M. MUKHERJEE addressed the House in Bengali, criticising the* 
work of.the* district police and also of the working of the Criminal 
Tribes Act in the Chittagong Division. * • 


The Hon’Die Knwaja sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, there is a saying* in 

English, “Give thw dog a bad name and then Jfang him,” and I am 
afraid this applies very aptly to the police for*e in Bengal. (Dr. Nai.i- 
naksiia SanyTl : Oh, oh !) (Mr. J oarsp Chandra Gupta : It is a “dog” 
nonetheless.) The police force in Ihmgal number 30,000 and theiw^ a x 
be a few black shee^ (A voic*: Not few, but “mostly”) in it. To 
condemn the whole police force for the sake of a few is, 1 think, not 
fair or justified. The police force has a very difficult task to perform, 
and naturally they are the subject of great criticism, because there are 
people who want the police to take action and there are people who 
want them not to take action, and then they are blamed for doing 
nothing when crimes are committed, and again they ar» blamed when 
they take up investigation because in a particular area a large number 
of crimes have been committed. After all, Sir, there are party fac- 
tions, and the public sometimes do make complaints and bring serious 
charges ahd want the police to take action, •but when the police act 
other parties* resent their interference and say that the police are 
partisans and are taking part on behalf of certain people and bodies! 
And the reverse also takes place because the comjilainfr is mad * that 
the police have not taken up»a case because they were pr^wmed by 
bribery from taking action ! An illustration of this, Sir, was aliorded 
in this House only yesterday. And may I cite another one to-day, 
which is the most glaring. The last speaker spoke for about five 
minutes about the wonderful work done by Maulvi Mukhteswar 
Kahman. And what a wonderful person he is! This is the impression 
that has been created, I am sure, after listening to the honourable 
member who spoke just before me. But may I inform the Hous^ that 
llaulvi Mukhleswar Rahman was convicted after trial in the sessions 
court for daco^ty. Need I remind the members of this House * 
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Mr. NIHAftENDU BUTT A MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, nay 

I say. that this case was dismissed, and he was acquitted f 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL;: Hear! hear! The information of 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister is not corrept. 


The Hon’Me Khwafa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: But I , maintain, Sir, he 
is still in jail for dacoity. 

Dr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr* Speaker, Sir, may 
I draw: your attention onceunpre to the fact"that the Hom’ble the Home 
Minister might be well advised to make more responsible statements ? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: He was convicted for 
keeping an unlicensed gun . And, Sir, from Noakhali protests, appeals, 
and frantic telegrams and letters appeared in the Press from time to 
time for dacoities committed in that district, and that mostly from 
gentlemen who are now trying to criticise the action of the police for 
steps taken there. Sir, I fully realise the difficulties of the police, and 
% I am prepared to admit that there are abuses that can be rectified, that 
there are mistakes committed that should not have been committed 
and also that there is room for improvement in the behaviour and con- 
duct of the police. Nvlinaksiia Sanyal: You realise that?) 


Mr. SPEAKER: I think, I might remind the House of'the comment 
which was made in my absence by Mr. Sarat ^Chandra Bose yesterday 
that running Commentaries should not be permitted. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But false statements can be 
challenged surely. 

M<r. SPEAKER: Excuse me; it is very difficult to decide what ia 
true and what is untrue, and once running comments are allowed, it 
would be very difficult to control the situation. 
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Mr. 8AMT08H KUMAR BAftUi The statement was* admittedly 
false. 


The Hon'Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRA 

cannot control his followers. 


7 


ARDY. It seems that Mr. Bose 


Rai HARENDRA .NATH- CHAUDHURI : But who controls you? 


The Hon’ble. Khwaja Sir NAZlV«UODIN ■ The present members of^ 
Government ])elong to this province and know the conditions of this 
province, * and I* on behalf of Government,, give ^his assurance again 
to-day that police e*A‘esses will certainly be severely dealt with, when 
the police are found to.l>e in* the wrong; bpUat the same time 1^, would 
appeal to the public to co-operate and help by not bringing false ne- 
gations against the police. Give theip their supjxnt and co-o] oration 
in the discharge oftheir duties, and help them ifl every possible way. 
After all, Sir, whatever may be said, the existence of crime and a large 
number of Jacoities cannot* be ignored. They are these, and 
cannot # he* denied. Then, Sir, suggestions have lveen fflmle 

that the Police Budget should be seriously curtaile<l. May 
I inform the House that if we take away the exceptional exjKmditure 
on terrorism, then it will be found that police expenditure in Bengal 
compares very favourably with any similar province in India. (Rai 
Harendra Nath Chai lmrRi : Not at all; not at all.) 1 am positive 
about this fact, and I am sure about it. (Cries of u Question.”) I 
say that compared with area and population and all <fther circum- 
stances, police expenditure in Bengal compares very favourably with 
all other provinces in India. (Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri: Not 
at all; not at all.) With regard to the remarks of my friend 
Mr. Siddiqui, when he talked of Ahimsa and*of the determination of 
the people against revolution— active revolution— 1 am sure he must 
have been speaking with Jiis tongue in his cheeky because, remembering 
the history of Bengal from 1930 to 1935, when th^thed!*y of Ahimsa 
was in vogue, I fail to see ho* far the people of Bengal accepted this 
theory of Ahimsa. (A voice: The police were responsible for it.) I 
have repeatedly assured the House that Government will always be 
only too glad to reduce police expenditure if conditions in the province 
improve, as my friend Mr. Siddiqui has suggested. Government would 
be only too glad \i those who are in favour of violence, if those who 
are in favour of subversive movements changed their angle of vision 
and recognised, the advantages conferred by provincial autonomy* an<i 
co-operate with Government. By co-operation I do not mean support- 
ing Government : although we „ welcome criticisms, constructive 
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criticisms, and constitutional opposition but what we do want is the 
creation of an atmosphere in the province against violence and recogni- 
tion of the fact th^t there is such a thing as Government, Government 
laws and rules, and Government orders. I do not consider it possible 
to reduce any expenditure on police if there is a feeling amongst the 
people — especially amongst the* intelligentsia — that they will not 
recognise lawful orders, that they will not recognise notifications, that 
they will try to deliberately violate them and create trouble. It is 
these acts that necessitate keeping a large police force. 

Mrs. West,* Sir, in her maiden •s’peech has very ably put forward 
her points, and one of them referred to Anglo-Indian sergeants. I 
, would like to inform the House that, so far as the pay of the sergeants 
is concerned, there is no difference between the Anglo-Indian oergeants 
and the European sergeants, except that the,. Army insists that 
European sergeants should be appointed to permanent posts. The 
result of this is that Angld-Indian sergeants whe'h they are taken in are 
ta^en in on a temporary basis, and when there is a vacancy in the per- 
manent cadre, they get their promotions. 

As regards the increase in the percentage of Anglo-Indian sergeants 
and other questions, Government are prepared to look into them. 

* nrn f 

o 

Sir, yesterday Mr. Surendra Nath Lis was madg various allegations, 
and to-day also various allegations have been made against the police. 
Most of the occurrences in respect of which these complaints have been 
made took place during the regime of the old Government, and they 
were dealt with by them in their own way. But in one particular case, 
Sir, reflections have been cast on the character of an officer, and what 
exactly do they amount to and who makes himself responsible for them? 
It would indeed be a curious anomaly if members of this House who 
are claiming the right of open trial for their friends here were in the 
same breath to seek the parliamentary privilege of immunity of accus- 
ing servants of the Crown guilty of punishable conduct without any 
shred of evidence and on mere rumour. The first hint this alleged 
occurrence that Government received was ,in a letter received in 
J a fiuary. It made no personal complaint, but hinted at the importance 
of immediate secret action to save Government from embarrassment. 
That letter was at once referred to the higher police authorities, who 
took the view that it was only a thinly-veiled attempt at blackmail. 
Some time after Government were able to obtain certain letters, some 
of which appealed to call for explanations. There was at no time any 
complaint from, or on behalf of, anyone who claimed to have been 
wronged, and no evidence which in itself would support any criminal 
charge. It is obviously the duty of everyone in possession of such 
evidence to bring it to the notice of Government. Government declined 
to hccept as justifiable aspersions sought to be cast op an officer of 
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the Crown in these circumstances without ^convincing? proof. The 
officer in question left India in January. He is an officer of the Regular 
Army, over whom the provincial Government has no longer any 
jurisdiction whatsoever. All the papers in this case have been referred 
to the Army authorities, and it is for those authorities to determine 
what action, if any, should be take!. Pending their decision, there 
is no question of the officer returning to Bengal. 

Sir, I ^oppose the motion that has been moved* 


The Hon’ble Mh A. K. FAZLUf HtJQ: I would not have intervened 
in this debate but for » the appeal that wits made to the Cabinet 
generally by # my friend, Mr. Abdur Rahman, urging us to change our* 
angle of vision find to^show that with the inauguration of the Reforjns 
a new era has set lif and that Indians placed in positions of responsi- 
bility can discharge their duty to the fuljesft extent with qualities of 
moderation, of toleration and of justice and equity. I can assure 
my esteemed friend that the acute or the obtuse aii^le, if it ever existed 
in this country, liaS now disappeared and so fa^ as we are concerned 
our angle is.^ie right-angle. We the children of the soil know very 
well the defects and the imperfections of the police force in this 
country — 

• 

As for myself during my 35 years experience at the Bar, I have 
defended accused persons, in some cases police officers, accused of 
heinous crimes and I have not infrequently found that the charges 
levelled against police officers were absolutely groundless. (Hear! 
hear!) If my friends will hear me to the end, I hope I will be able 
to convince them that much of the criticisms that are levelled against 
the police are at the present moment wholly unjustifiable. I can speak 
of things which will take my memory back to at least half a century 
and I knew when we were mere children that the police officers were re- 
garded as* symbols of cruelty and oppression* of injustice, of bribery 
and corruption. These charges in those days were more or less justified. 
But the measure of putyic opinion, the advancement of education in 
this country and the recognition by the peojfle themselves of their 
rights and privileges have gradually culminated in bringing, about a 
state of things where indiscriminate oppression by police officers or 
bribery or corruption has become absolutely impossible. (Hear ! 
hear!) I hope my friends will possess their souls in patience. They 
may disagree with me, hut I am making a statement* of facts Jrased 
upon my ovm information of men and things, and I believe and I hope 
that the House itself, if they purge their mind of prejudice, will agree 
with me that the police force have improved in moral very considerably 
at least during the last 20 years. The rules of recruitment Jbove been 
changed. Foynerly any man belonging to the lowest class of society 
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without education and julture used to be drafted into the police force. 
Nowadays it is not unusual to find graduates of Universities, graduates 
in Art, and Law •coming forward to accept appointments as police 
officers. Only the other day, in the course df my tour, I went to inspect 
a police-station and I found the officer in charge a cultured Brahmin 
who was so very fastidious abouty his literary? taste that in the midst of 
his duties he has a small library 'in which he spends at least two hours 
every day. At the time when I went to inspect hifc office r ± found on 
his table “Mills’ Representative Government .’ 9 That is the kind of 
police officers that we have got now. * 

i i 

f ♦ • 

Bai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI * They are very up to date. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL Hli(g: I{a. ; Haren<]ra Nath Chau- 
dhuri will have to attain my age when he will have my experience also. 
T&at Brahmin youth struck me as a fine specimen of an Indian whom 
I would have considered eligible for the most * 'responsible judicial 
appointment in this country. It is not infrequent. Ai* a matter of 
fact, Hindu and Moslem officeus recrui'ted nowadays, from the point 
ofm^-ew of education, are far superior to the police officer^ of two 
decades ago. Gradually, there has beeii this charge and with the rules 
of recruitment Government have also enforced very rigorously the duties 
of supervising officers in going into the localities and making enquiries 
confidentially as regards the manner in which the police officers dis- 
charge their duties; and what with improved education and greater 
supervision, I am convinced that instances of real oppression by the 
police on the«people is becoming- more and more rare. (Hear! hear!) 
Hear, hear and learn. I do admit that cases do arise here and there, 
but may I ask my honourable friends, who are asking the House to 
hear, hear, to mention any single country where the police are perfect? 
Are the police perfect in those provinces where the Congress Ministers 
are in power? Are the police officers perfect in Bihar? I know of 
five or six instances of oppressions committed on innocent Moslems, 
but the police have not* been able to protect them. I have got definite 
evidence* tb that effect. It is not in Bengal alone that the police officers 

are blamed for deriliction of duty. Everywhere in this world 

(Interruptions?) I do not know, Sir, who is going to speak, the 
members or I. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: On a point of order, 
Sir. For, the last twenty-five days when the Leader of the Opposition 
rose to speak there was no interruption. But whenever our Leader 
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rises to speak, every time he is being interrupted, and there are inter- 
ruptions aftei* interruptions. We could do a similar thing, but we 
never did it. I want your ruling, Sir. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAuAhURI: Mr. Suhrawardy always 
does that# • ' 


Mr. SPEAKER :*I have already dra'wn repeated attention of the 
members of this House to.the^ne^ssity of giving a patient hearing to 
the Leader of *the Hause and to the Leader of the Opposition. Jt i^ 
very difficult for me to stand up* in the midst of a speech and put a stop 
to all sorts of mutyeryig obstructions from this side or that. I hope, 
this will stop. But if it does. not, I give my final word of warning that 
I shall have the painl'ifl nec^sity of taking drastic steps if there is any 
obstruction when the. Leader of the House or the Leader of the Opp#si- 
tion speaks. 


•• 

The HOfl’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 will not detain-ihe 

House * T ery long ovej this question. I have got very little to say by 
way of contribution to the debate that has already taken place. But 
1 would ask the honourable members of this House to remember that 
those who are charged with executive duties naturally make themselves 
unpopular. There are many here who are chairmen of district boards, t 
of local boards and of unioh boards and who know that a little action 
taken against anybody in their sphere* of work makes them unpopular. 
Generally, Sir, the Secretary of an Association becomes more unpopu- 
lar than the President, because the President tas not got much execu- 
tive work to do. That is the reason why all the world over the police 
comes in for a very great measure of criticism. The only perfect 
specimen of police force, namely, the London Police Force, may have 
some approximation towards an ideal police force; but even they are 
not immune from criticism, and sometimes froim ve^y unjustified 
criticism. Crossing over from London to France the Freftoh police, 
especially in Paris, are known to be among the worst specimens of 
police force in the world. In European countries the police force are 
not perfect, neither in Japan, which is always held up as an example 
of the oriWtal country, nor anywhere in Europe or America can. any- 
one say that police officers are ideal beings. They are after all human 
beings: they are ‘entrusted with large powers and not unnaturally 
there are lapses and abuses of the powers that have been vested in fchen^ 

I admit, Sir, and the members of the Cabinet freely admit, that oppres- 
sions do occui^ We cannot say that there is no abuse in the working 
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of the police force in this country. But the best way to get rid of these 
abuses is to help the Government in the best possible vfay and induce 
the young educated men to join the ranks of the police force, and, 
secondly, to see that the machinery of the administration, particularly 
regarding the supervision of the work of the police, is properly carried 
on. There is no use making agination for the diminution of the post 
of Inspector-General or Deputy Inspector-General or Deputy Superin- 
tendent and so forth. On the one hand you want that there should 
be good supervision and on the other hand there is a constant cry that 
many of these posts should be abolished. You cannot both eat the 
cake and have it. If you want greater supervision you should give 
us a larger number of officers. But if you take awhy a large number 
of officers for the sake of economy, it would be a false economy because 
there is bound to be laxity of supei vision leading to the abuse of 
the powers with which the police officers may be entrusted. I there- 
fore appeal to the members of this House to take a commonsense view 
of things. Let them realise that the police force have -not only made 
a parked improvement, hut that improvement continues and day by 
day and year by year we hear less and less of instances of police 
oppression than we used to do before. I do admit that there have been 
in many cases glaring dcts of oppression — acts of oppression which 
have really sent a thrill of horror throughout the length and breadth 
of this country. Fortunately, these cases are becoming rarer and rarer. 
Let us learn to be a little more charitable to this elass of public servants 
who in the past have had a bad reputation and who have got to get 
rid of their bad reputation under very trying circumstances. 

I appeal to all members of this House to take that view so far as 
these men are concerned. I would appeal to the honourable mover of 
the motion ttf withdraw his motion. We can give him this assurance 
that we are as careful as we can be to look into the complaints and we 
are as anxious as is possible to see that cases of police oppression or 
police corruption become rarer and rarer. 

(At this stage the Chief Minister resumed his seat after reaching the 
time-limit.) 

* » 

u «■ ' , 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, you were kind enough to 
direct that we should not make running comments when the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister speaks. But would you kindly allow us to place 
certain figures* regarding police expenditure in other provinces before 
you? 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, unless the House wants to prolong 
th0 debate, I cannot do it. 
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Mr. SPEAKER:* I am sorry I cannot give you the time, because 
by agreement with the parties 1 have drawn up the time-table and 
I cannot deviate from it. ^ 

b 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas was then put, and a divi- 
sion takefi with th* following result : # — 


w • 

A?E8. 

. \ 


Abdul Wahod, Maulvi. * 

Gupta, Mr. Jogosh Chandra. 

Abu Hossain^arka^ Maulvi. 

• Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. 8ytd. 

Abul Fazal, Mr. Md. * 

Himatsingka, Mr. Prabhudayal. 

Aftab Ali, Mr. 

Jalaluddfn Hashtmqr, Mr. 8ytd. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. Syed. 

Jonab Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. 

Atimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Khan, Mr^Debtndra Lull. 

Banarjoo, Mr. P. * 

Kumaiq Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Banerjae, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Banerjoe, Mr. Sibnath. * 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Bahari. 

Banarji, Mr. 8atya Priya. ^ 

Maitra, Mr. SureiyBa Mohan. 

Bannarjea, Mr. Monoranjan. 

Maji, Adwaita Kumar. 

Basu, Mr. Santosh Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hamaprova., 

Bhawmik, Dr. Gobiiftt Chandra. 

Mazumdar, Mr. Birandra Nath. 

Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. 

Boss, Mr. Sarat Chandra. 

Mamruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md. 

Chakrabartf, Babu Narendra Narayan. 

Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. • 


Chattopadhyay, Babu Haripada. 

Mukharjea, Mr. B. 

Chandhuri, Rai Harandra Nath. 

Mukharji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Cltippendala, Mr. J. W. 

Mullick, Srijut Ashutosh. 

Das, Babu Mahim Chandra. 

Pain, Mr. Barada Prosanna. 

Dm, Babu Radhanath. 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Du Qupta, Babu Khagondra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. 

Dm Gupta, Dr. J. M. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Das Gupta, Mr. Narondra Nath. 

Boy, Mr. Kishori Pati. # 

Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 

Dutta Qupta. Miss Mira. 

Sanyal, Mr. sasanka 8ekhar. 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharondu. 

Shamsuddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Emdadul Hauqa, Kazi. 

8inha, Srijut Manindra Bhutan. 

Ghoso, Mr. Atul Vrishna. 

Sur, Mr. Haifndra Kumar. 

Giasuddin Ahmad, MA 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


, NOES. 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana 8M. 

Abdul Bari, Maulvi. 

Abdul Haflz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mr. Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A.M. 

Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. 

AMul Jabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. 
AMul Kader, Mr. 

AMul Karim, Mr. 

AMul Latif Biswas, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Byad. 

AMul Vdahab Kban r Mr. 

• 

18 


Abdulla-al Mahmood, Mr 

Abdur Rahaman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M 

Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. 

Abdur Raschid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rathttd? Maulvi Md.* 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi 8. 

Abdur Rauf, Mr. 8hah. 

Abdui Shahood, Maulvi Md. 

Abidur Roza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur. 
Abul Hathim, Maulvi. 

Abut Haiaiu, Mr. Ahmad. * 

Abul Quaiom, Maulvi. 
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Attab Hoiafn Joardar, Maulvi. f 
Ahmad Alt, Khan 8ahfb Maulana Enayetpuri. 
Ahmad All Mridha, Maulvi. t 
Ahmad Hotain, Mr. 

Alfazuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 

Aminuliah, Maulvi. 

Amir Aii, Md. Mia. 

Armstrong, Mr. W. L. 

Ashrafali, Mr. M. 

Aulad Houain Khan, Maulvi. 

Azhar Ali, Maulvi. 

Bannerman, Mr. H. C. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Babu Prtmhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. 

Barman, Babu Upendra Nat 
Biswai, Babu Lakihmi Nara^ 
lark, Mr. I. A. 
oopar, Mr. C. Q. 

Crosfleld, Mr. L. M. 

Uzif Mr. Anukul Chandra. , 

Dai, Mr. Kirit Bhutan. 

Dai, Mr. Monmohan. 

Dati, Babu Debandra Nath. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam. Begum. < 

Fazlul Huq, the Hon ble Mr. A. k. 

Fazlul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. 

Fazlur Rahman Muktear, Mr. 

Ferguatn, Mr. R. H. 

Qammeter, Mr. E. 0. 

Giaiuddin Ahmed Chowdhury, Mr. 

Qolam Sarwar Hoiaini, Mr. Shah 8yed. 

Griffiths, Mr. C. 

Qurung, Mr. Damber Singh. 

Habibullah, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur, K., cl 
Dacca. 

Haflzuddin Chowdhury, Maulvi. 

Hamiuddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

.Hatanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Haehem Ali Khan, khan Bahadur. 

Hasina Murshed, Mrs. 

Maternally Jamadar, Khan Sahib. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Hendry, Mr. David. 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Mr. 

Ispahan!, Mr. M. A. H. 

Jasimuddtn Ahmed, Mr. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Sahib. 

Kaqem Ali Mirza, Sahihzada Kawan Jah 8yed. 
MacLauchtan, Mr. C.' 8. 

Maflzuddin Ahh.ed, Dr. 

Matlzuddin Chowdhury, Maulvi. 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 


Mahtabuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 

Mandaf, Mr. Banku Bah ari. * 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandat, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Miles, Mrl* C. W. • c 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Milne-Robejtson, Mr. C. E. L. 

Mohsin Ali, Mr. Md. 

Morgan, Mr. G„ C. I. E. 

Moslem A i Moll ah, Maulvi. 

Mozammel Huq, Maulvi Md. b 
Muhammad Afzal, Khan 8ahib Maulvi Byad. 
Mohammed Ali, Khan Cahadur. ' 

, Muhammad Istiaque, Maulvi. 

Muhammad lirai|,,Maulvi. 

Muhammad 8iddique, t>r. Syed. 

Muhammad Solaiman, Mr. 

Muilick, the Hon’ble Mr. Mukundai Behary. 

Mqliick, Mr. Pulin Behari. 

MusharrufT Hossain, the ( Hon*ble Nfcwab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Mustagaswal Hsque; Mr. Syed. 

MuitUra Ali Dewan Sahib, Mr. 

Nandy, “the Hon’ble Mahargja Sris Chandra, of 
Kasimbazar. 

Nasarullah, Nawa^zada K. 

Nausher Ali, the Hon’ble Maulvi Syed. 

Nazimuddin, the Ht>»’ble Khwaja Sir, K.C.I.E. 
Nimmo, Mr. T. B. 

Patton, Mr. W. C. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Raikat, the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

R^ijibuddin Taratdar, Maulvi. a. 

Roy, Babu Patiiy^i. 

Roy, the Hon'ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh, Kt. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Saflruddin Ahmed, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan 

Barker, the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan. 

Sassoon, Mr. R. M. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khawaja. 

Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

Steven, Mr. J. W. R. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 

Tamizuddin Khan, Maulvi. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Tofel Ahmed Chowdhury, Malblvi Haji. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

West, Mrs. Ellen. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury, Mr. 


The Ayes being 04 and Noes 132, the motion was lost. 


c the motion that a sum of Rs. 2, 01), 08, 000 be granted for expendi- 
ture under the head “29 — Police” was put and agreed to. r 
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The Hon’ble Nawab MUSH/tRRUFF HOjSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Bengal, 
I beg to move that a sum of Rs, 70,27,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “27*— Administration of Justice.” 

It is not usual for a iflan occupying my position to inflict a speech 
here just at the introductory stage, fXit a lot of misunderstanding will 
be cleared if I would tell my friends at the outset the financial 
implication of the budget estimate J have presented to the House. 
Sir, out of 70 lakhs I c^m point out one item, namely, 04 lakhs which 
is spent for the Ooivrts of Sessions Judges, Subordinate Judges and 
Munsifs. Of this* about 21 lakhs go for the pay or salary of the 
officers, I mean Sessions Jbdg^s, Subordinate Judges, Assistant 
Sessions # Ju(Jges and Munsifs; #4 lakhs go for establishment, charges 
and 10 lakhs <£> for miscellaneous expenditure. # So out of 70 lafjis 
that I ask you to gfhnt really 04 lakhs are earmarked just for carry- 
ing on the administration oH the country, and you ought to know 

. • 

Mr. SPEAKER? Nawab Sahib, uni are to Undress the Chair and 
not the members. 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUShArRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: I 

am really addressing the Speaker, hut in doing so it is not always 
necessary that I should look to him. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: The- NauuU Sai»il> has misunderstood me. If 
you are addressing the Speaker, you should not say “you ought to 

know.” • 


The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Out of these 34 lakhs of rupees that are meant for the pav of peons 
and clerks, I do not belie\e there can he aify object itm from atiy 
quarter. There remains just 2J lakhs of rupees which the Country is 
to spend for getting justice. Tf you want to see that your quarrels 
are to be adjud.oaled upon, if you want to get some sorted' satisfaction 
against the action of the officers whom you tried to denounce just now, 
it is my department who can give you that relief. It is on this ground 
I can tell you that the High Court has been practically made immune 
from all criticisnuf of this House. I do not mean to say that to-day 
you will have no opportunity of discussing the demand, hut I should 
tell you that, really speaking, under section 228 of the Government of 
India Act, the High Court with all its expenditure is to he treated*as 
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closed department and the demand is' not votable. So what I want to 
tell you is this, that the whole administration of the oeuntry can go 
on merrily if Judiciary can he kept absolutely immune from any 
interference from the Executive. With this object in , view, really 
speaking, the demand for the High Court has been considered to be 
pon-votable. If it is thought that the High Court has lost its 
independence, that the High Court is not doing justice and if you have 
no confidence in the High Court, the whole structure of th? Govern- 
ment will crumble j o pieces. Make the High Court as much 
independent as possible, place your case before ‘’that independent 
tribunal, and I am fully sure that ail the trouble in the country will 
disappear. Sir, thut being the position, T hope the' trend of our dis- 
cussion will completely' change and we ’will „ find jiot the same 
‘acrimonious debate taking place on the floor of the House as v we saw 
during the lust two days. My friend Mr. Biswas, when lie raised a 
point of order yesterday, quoted some passages'' Bdm the finding of a 
Judge of an unknown place and this shows thpt just an opinion ex- 
pressed by a Judge has been taken so seriously and shows a sentiment 
of 'respeet for the Judicial system. 1 appeal to $“ou, Sir, and through 
you to the House that my grant is not to be taken as a grant for 
inflicting a znhuii on anybody. It is really a grant which you will 
have to make just for the safety of jour life and property in the 
country. If that is so, I hope you will pass it without any censure 
motion. With these few remarks, Sir, I beg ^to place my demand 
before the House and 1 hope the House will pass it. 

Rai HAREMDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : On a point of order, 
Sir, the llon’blc Minister has just said that the High Court with all 
its expenditure is a closed department. We were under the impression 
that the High (-our I was going to close for the Poojah vacation. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. liai Chaudhuri might have avoided raising 
this point of order, as I myself was going to take notice of ii. I think 
there might he some misapprehension as a result of the statement of 
the Hon’ble Minister. I think the implication of section 79 is not pro- 
perly understood. Sec tion 79 says that “So much of the estimates of 
expenditure as relates to expenditure charged upon the revenues of a 
province shall not he submitted to the vote of the Legislative 
Assembly, b\C nothing iu this sub-section shall be construed as pre- 
venting the discussion in the legislature of those estimates other than 
estimates relating to the salary and allowances of the Governor. ” I 
may at the outset say that in this discussion there cannot he any 
reflection on the conduct of any court of justice, biu subject to that it 
wiU be open to the House to discuss the demand even though it is not 
Subject to the vote of the House. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen, minutes.) 
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(After Adjournment, f 

Mr« DHIRENDRA N/^TH DATTAs Sir, I bey to move that the 
demand of Rs. 76,57 ,000 for expenditure under the head “27 — Ad- 
ministration of Justice” J)e reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, the total grant on the administ nation of justice is Rs. 1,03,89,000. 

Of this sum Rs. 76,27,000 is votable and the balance of Rs. 27,62,000 is 
charged *on the revenues of the province. Tins is the constitution 
which we have got and this is the provincial autonomy. The admini- 
stration of justice* cdn be mainly\livided into five heads, namely, the 
High Court, the Civil and Se^ssiovs Courts i® the districts, the Presi- 
dency Magistrates’ Courts, the Courts of Small Causes and the legal 
officers.* A#t<®the High Court, I shall not say much, nor am l in a 
position to speak tqpah. Moreover, the tfhole jftumint is charged *oti 
the revenues of the province.* Tn this matter, I want to tell the House 
that under th# old Government of India Art we had the right to refuse 
to assent to the pay.of the establishment of the High Court. PriCler 
the new Act that gower has been taken away. JjW cannot curtail the 
number of the peons <>t the High Court nor cjn we reduce the pay of a 
peon of the 41igh Court by a # single pie, not to speak of the Judges. 
The salaries of the High Court Judges are sacrosanct. It has J^een 
provider! in the Government of India Act. Rut in this connection I 
want to tell the llorffce that the estimated cost this year on the head 
High ( Vmrt is Rs. 18,09,000. Rut the actual expenditure i n the year 
1933-34 was Rs. 16,47,000 and in the year 1934-35 Rs. 1(5, 29, 000. The 
expenditure, therefore, i> on the increase. We feel and T hope the 
members of the House wilf agree witli me that as a matter of fact 1 
there is sufficient room for* retrenchment. The number of Judges of 
the High Court can be safely reduced without affecting efficiency of 
the department. The High (Vmrt remains closed for six and half 
months; it does not sit on Saturdays; it sits up to 4-30 p.m. and not 
up to 5. By cutting down the number of Jiolidays the number of 
Judges can Ije reduced; but this is not to be, because the number and 
the salaries of the High Court establishment are sacrosanct. Before 
I come to the other subject, I wish to refer; to one pother matter, 
namely, the cost of the paper books. Sir, from ufy experience as a 
lawyer I can say that the cost of the paper liooks has been ruinous 
among the litigants, and many litigants have been depyved of justice 
because they could not afford to pay for paper- books. So the whole 
system requires overhauling. 

Next, Sir, I shall come to the civil courts and sessions courts. I 
shall first of all touch on the system of recruitment. Sir, an Indian 
Civil Service officer joins the post of an Assistant Magistrate jn a 
district and in ‘the course of a year and a half he is placed in chargd* 
of a subdivision. He rules the subdivision with executive zeal .for 
three years. In the ooursp of three and half a years he is suddenly 
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placed in charge of th£ civil administration of the district to hear 
appeals from the Subordinate Judges. In this connection, Mr. Speaker, 
will you allow me' to read an extract from the despatch which was 
sent in 1907' from the Government of India to the" Secretary of State. 
It reads thus: — ( t , 

" “It would be difficult to exaggerate the political dangers of the 
present situation or the importance of effecting a material improve- 
ment in the capacity*' training and status of the Indian Civjl Service 
Judges. It is impossible at any rate in 1 the, advanced provinces to 
justify a system under which' a geiWeman, who .has no knowledge of 
civil law and who has never been inside a civil eou'rt in his life, can 
t be and often is at one step promoted to" be a. Judge of .Appeal in civil 
cases and to hear appeals from Subordinate Judges whp ar$ trained 
lawyers with years of legal experience. Incompetent mVn cannot retain 
their position in the face of a well-foundejl mticisftn which is becoming 
more and more searching ‘\a v s time goes on. Ok public .grounds, it is 
imperative that drastic steps should be taken to remove this blot on 
our administration.” 

This was written in 1907 and this also applies bo the year 1937. 
On the other side, a Subordinate Judge who always d$?ls with civil 
cases through his life, at the fag end of his career becomes an Addi- 
tional Sessions and District Judge to try important sessions, cases; 
how he can try cases relating to the lives and liberties of the people 
can easily be imagined. 

Then I come to the present system of recruitment of munsifs — 
they are recruited from the B.Ls. immediately after passing their 
examinations without any legal knowledge, and without practice in law 
courts — this is also had. T hope that the' members of the House will 
agree that as a matter of fact the Judiciary should be recruited from 
the members of tbe Bar, i.e., from those members who have shown 
marked abilities in their profession. 

The next thing tliat‘1 wish to draw attention to is tbe *rost of the 
administration. In this connection, as to the Indian cCivil Service 
Judges’ pay, we cannot touch it. But even in tbe Swan Committee 
Report it wav suggest Pd that there should he a revision of pay in the 
cadre of the Tndi/m Civil Service officers. This committee suggested 
that the pay of the Indian Civil Service officers should be from Rs. 375 
to Rs. 1 ,500 'ordinarily. But so far as the subordinate judiciary is 
concerned, namely, the munsifs and Subordinate Judges, the old scale 
of pay, as we .know, was ranged from Rs. 200 to Rs. 400 for munsifs 
and Rs. 500 to Rs 800 for Subordinate Judges — that was old scale of 
pay before the year 1919. Tn the year 1919, on the eve of the Reforms, 
this, scale of pay was revised, and the pay of the munsif was fixed from 
Rs. 275 to Rs. 700 and the Subordinate Judge Rs. 750 to Rs. 1,200. 
It .was given effect to on the 1st of December 1919. The reason for 
the revision of the scale of pay in 1919 was .that the oosft of necessaries 





1937.] , DEMAND F0$ GRANT. 583 

of life had increased and the scale of pay also should be increased 
accordingly. On the eve of the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms the oost 
of the administration was thereby increased, and* look here, Sir, in 
order to balance the budget, what was done: the litigants’ cost was 
also increased by amending the Court -fees Act which increased the 
rate of court-fee and stamp duty w ? jis enhanced by 50 per cent, and 
the Bengal Amusement Tax Act was then passed. Sir, at the; time 
when theSe taxes were imposed, promises were held out that as soon 
as the M»eston Settlement would be revised, tjw**neld from these taxes 
would become available dor the nation-building departments. That was 
the promise giveij by no less a ^personage than His* Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal — I mean Lord, Ronaldshay now Marquis of Zetland, 
the Secretary of State* for India. \Ve know tfie promise that was givei^ 
has not* been fulfilled . It is a case of a broken pledge. Regarding 
the pay of the Jujici^rv it seems to me that tb^re is a difference, in 
outlook between ourselves and the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Finance. Tht Hon’ble the 'Finance Minisjef in replying to the discus- 
sion on the budget, told us that the scale of pay that had been revised 
had been done by the past Government. The jyi^of the munsifs is 
moderate, and it cannot be touched; that is sacrosanct. It was said 
also in rephyjig to a cut motion on the geiferal administration. But 
we think that the scale of pay in the case of munsifs should begin 
from iv. 150 to IN. 400 and in the case of the Subordinate Judges it 
should end at IN 500* i.e., the scale of pa\ of the Subordinate Judiciary 
should be from IN. 150 to IN. 500. I hope the House will agree with 
me in this mattei As a matter of fact, in this matter there is a 
difference in the outlook. The Hon’ble Ministers feel that the prestige 
of the service lies in higher emoluments, but we feel that the prestige 
of service lies in honesty and in character. 

As a matter of fact, Sir, justice should be cheap and expeditious 
and it should not he the luxury of the rich and the joy of the gambler 
as it is now. 

In thitf connection, with regard to the cost of administration so far 
as the suboiflinate judiciary is concerned, 1 must tell you that it is 
high time that 1 heir sca^e of pay should be revised at once. The next 
thing that 1 shall say with respect to the eo*st of. administration* is 
that I find on a reference to the budget that an adcfitional Expenditure 
of Rs. 40,000 has been provided, which is involved in the introduction 
of the new High Court Rules and Orders, and an additional cost of 
Rs. 30,000 for additional staff in the civil courts, presumably necessi- 
tated by the introduction of the new High (’hurt Orders and Rules. 
Sir, these rules have been framed not under section 122 of the Civil 
Procedure Code under the rule-making powers of the High Court. 
They do not form part of the sections, nor do they form part of tbs 
rules of the Civil Procedure Code. They have been framed — I may 
say I know hapv they have been framed— they have been framed in The 



( 


684 DEMAND, FOE GRANT., [25th Aug., 

I 

closed room of a favourite judicial officer of tlie Registrar of the 
Hon’ble High Court on the Appellate Side. Sir, they are quite illegal 
and they take away the discretion vested in the Judicial officers by the 
Civil Procedure Code. They have had the effect of sacrificing justice 
to expedition ; they have created a tendency in the Judicial officers 
to turn out quantity at the sacrifice of quality; and, Sir, what can the 
poor Judicial officer do? T kn/)w of a ^ Subordinate Judge, a very 
capable and a very competent officer, who was an Assistant Sessions 
Judge, but his claim to’ District Judgeship was superseded because he 
allowed an adjournment to parties ta effect a compromise in the case. 
This is the position of a Subordinate Judge; wha*t cpn he do? These 
rules have increased the burden of litigation*. Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 can 
‘multiply instances, but 1 shall not do v so lest T lengthen my speech. 
Under order 21, rule 72 of the Civil Procedure Code, %when a decree- 
holder wants to hid 'at the sale in execution c&s*s*, he is required to 
file an application as he bus got to ask r tor permission to hid at the 
sale. But under the new rules, not only iA he required to file a petition. 
bu*t he has to swear an affidavit in support of his petition uliich entails 
an additional expcncfiYure of Re. 1-0-3. If there m delay even of five 
minutes in filing the petition for time in any case the part\ is 
required to file another petition, to explain the delay. And not only 
this, Sir. He has in addition to swear an affidavit thus Entailing a 
cost, of Re. 1-12-3, thereby. This is fne effect *>f the new rules and 
orders of the Hon’ble High Court, which however are applicable only 
to the subordinate judiciary. 

Before 1 take my seat, 1 cannot hut refer to the corruption which 
has been prevailing in our courts — civil,, criminal and revenue. It 
is an obnoxious thing. This corruption has been going on for a long 
time past; practically it is illegal ahicub, but it is licensed and it seems 
to be done under the connivance of the Judicial officers; it has tainted 

the administration of justice 

* ♦ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Datta, you must withdraw yo*ir expression 
regarding the connivance of Judicial officers. 

• 

Mr. PMIRENERA NATH DATTA* All right. Sir [ do so. It 

has tainted the administration of justice; it has affected the dignity of 
persons and has really increased the cost of litigation and has affected 
those persons who come to courts in quest of justice. The All-Bengal 
and .Assam Lawyers’ Association have objected to these rules — they 
have drafted a memorial to the Hon’ble High Court ; they have filed a 
memorandum, but in spite of these objections the'se rules have not 
been changed, but I am sure that they will not be changed so soon 
Tbecause the rules are the handiwork of a favourite officer of (Jovem- 
meht, who is tinged with the deepest dye of bureaucracy. 
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With regard to the judiciary, I have one offer word to say. I think 
I should refer to the treatment that these officers accord to the liti- 
grants. These Judicial officers make thte litigant^ feel that they are 
the masters and not* the servants 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) ' 

Mr. F» C. BRASHER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, arising on behalf of the 
European Group to oppose this cut motion, may % I say first of all that 
I have listened with* great interest and great attention to what 
Mr. Ghirendra Nath Gatta* had to % say. The ^honourable member is a 
practising lawyer and of ‘greater experience and seniority thau myself,* 
and I ffind* n^vself, notwithstanding the fact that we belong to 
different parties in House, in agreement with*u great deal of wliat 
he has said. May I, howevel, first of all join issue with him on one 
point, and tha*t is on the question of the ^pay of the judiciary — parti- 
cularly the subordinate judiciary? I think there is one principle whfch 
we may all of us uprep upon, and that is that ttfb%bourer is worthy 
of his hire. 1 have some small experience oj mutassal courts and of 
the subordinate judiciary, although that is a phrase that 1 dislike 
intensely. *1 might perhaps suggest to the Hon’ble Minister that it is 
high time that a change is mad* in nomenclature, and that, instead of 
the word “subordinate” we should use the word ‘‘civil." In other 
words, we may refer to a Subordinate Judge as a “Civil Judge”; but 
that, Sir, is perhaps beside the point now. What I wish to say is this, 
that in my small experience of the subordinate judiciary, 1 have found 
them to be men both of great integrity and of great learning, and it 
seems to me that if any question of tlfe revision of their* pay is raised 
it should be upward rather than in the downward direction. Let us 
for instance take the pay of Subordinate Judges. 1 believe 1 am cor- 
rect in saying that under the new scales of pa\ a Subordinate Judge 
commences with a salary of Rs. (jot) and rises to a salaiy of Its. 7o0 
per month. T)n the other hand, Subordinate Judges have practically 
an unlimited pecuniary jurisdiction, and that i^ not an excessive sum 
to pay to a Judge who may have to try — and ven£ often does try — 
suits involving lakhs of rupees. I would, therefore, most ‘strongly 
differ from the suggestion that there should be any question raised 
about the reduction of their pay. 

Let me now turn for a moment to another subject, n subject upon 
which my honourable friend, 1 hope, will agree with me and wdiich 
I suggest is wortliy of serious consideration. At the present moment 
the administration of justice in Bengal is a very paving proposition^ 
t® the Government of Bengal. Sir, when I went through the budget 
estimates of ttys year for the administration of justice T was amafced 
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at the surplus between Expenditure and revenue under this head. The 
House will, I trust, accept my figure when I say that the surplus of 
receipts over expenditure is over \\ crores of rupees so that, although 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister may not agree with me* I would like 
to say that it seems to me that the whole qf the estimated surplus ol 
revenue of the Government of Bepgal during the current year is derived 
from the administration of justice. It yipens up a most ^enchanting 
prospect. I would suggest to the Government of Bengal that it might 
be possible to incorporate a company to .take oyei* the admfnistration 
of justice in this province, that^Governme'nt might derive all the 
profit without *any of the risk. One might perliafls endeavour to be 
humourous on this subject, but it i* a subject yrhich is too serious for 
•humour. . 

• • 

.Admittedly, li igl* court fees are designed # for, two purposes — the 
first is to meet the cost of administration «of justice and the second is to 
discourage frivolous and Unnecessary litigation.* If the*administration 
of* justice in this province were such that one could feel that there was 
absolutely no improvement whieh could be made it, then I do not 
think that, any member of this House could complain at the surplus 
being utilized towards the general revenues of the province. But, 
Sir, with the utmost respect I Venture to suggest that that is not the 
position. I am of opinion that there. are a great many dire<ftions in 
which there is room for considerable improvement and which call for 
increased, not decreased expenditure. In particular, I would like to 
take two questions — first of all, the question of delay, in the civil 
courts in particular, and, secondly, the question of the buildings in 
which the judiciary are housed. I use the word “buildings” with a 
certain amoxyit of diffidence, because I am afraid it is too grand a 
word to use in some cases. Take, first of all, the question of delay. 
One of the greatest constitutional lawyers of modern times — I refer 
to Dicey — has said that there are two necessities in the administration 
of justice. The first, tbat it should be swift and the sectfnd, that it 
should he certain. As regards the second qualification, I have no 
comments to make. My own impression, l^he impression of a very 
humble practising lawyer, is that, on the whole, the administration of 
justice ciP the civil side is very fairly •ami reasonably conducted, but 
there is no doubt that there is very serious delay in a very great many 
cases; the reason for that delay seems to me in many r cases to lie in 
the luck of funds. I would take one instance: A Civil Judge has to 
hear long and *protractfed cases. He has to fake down all the evidence 
himself, to record the evidence in his own hand : he has at the same time 
to try and listen to the manner in which examination and cross-exa- 
# miiration of witnesses are conducted, and that, as we all know, is a 
very important matter which may have a considerable hearing on the 
case. I would, therefore, suggest that one of the wa;p in which the 
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present delay § might be obviated is to consider whether or not, as 
in the Original Side ‘of the High Court, there should be official short- 
hand-writers % who njay be. utilized, at any rate as an experimental 
measure, for taking down evidence, judgments, etc. I could have 
dwelt on this subject more fully if I. had more time. But might I in 
passing say that it seems to me unfair to expect any Civil Judge to 
work mora hours than any human being can possibly work, and that 
there is a very considerable need foy an increase in the number of 
Judicial officers? So. far as* criminal courts ffre concerned, I can say 
from personal experiqpce that a Ci\pe whieh took* twenty or thirty days 
could probably have been disposed of within half that time if some 
efficient arrangement for.tbe recording of evidence had been available. 

The ftthet jv>mt I would like to mention is with regard to the 
question of housing* ^f«the judiciary. In this connection I would refer 
to the Chief Presidency Magistrate’s Court in Bankshall Street. I 
should like to say that it is a wonder that Magistrates who have to work 
in that building are »ble to work as efficiently as they do. I subAit 
that the building i.%a standing disgrace to any G^^gient in any part 
of the world. t 

With these few words I wotild like lo thank the House for listening 
so pati^itlv to my maiden speech. 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I am grateful to 
Mr. Dutt as 1 have got to-day some constructive suggestions from him. 
For the last few days we had been hearing criticisms on various mat- 
ters, but no constructive suggestions. In this debate Mr. Dutt has 
given certain constructive suggestions* and I can assure, him that we 
shall give his suggestions very careful consideration and at the next 
budget session I hope I shall be able to report Vhat steps we can take. 
He complained that in my budget statement and in replies to the dis- 
cussions Phave said that for the prestige of fhe officers this grade of 
salary was liecessary. He completely misunderstood me. I have 
never put up the claims of the officers on the ground of prestige. What 
I said was that the previous Government had* revised «he scales ‘of 
salaries of both the Executive* and Judicial Services and ftt> revised 
grades compared with those prevailing in other provinces were much 
lower. So under the prevailing conditions one could Tiardly reduce 
them any further. 

As my predecessor has said, the starting pay of the munsifs fornlerly 
was Rs. 275, but now it is Rs. 175 rising to a maximum of Rs. 600. 
Subordinate Judges’ grade was Rs. 750—850 with a selection grade of 
Rs. 1,000, but now it is Rs. 650—750. What I wanted to impress upon* 
the House was that our predecessors in office had cut down t Be salaries 
to a figure wMch no either Government have yet been able to do. 1 
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have just received a copy of the budget estimates whichc was presented 
to the Bihar Legislative Assembly. There I find the following provi- 
sion for the Judicial Service: — • 



Rs. 


1 Subordinate Judge 

.*.. 1,200 

* 

2 Subordinate Judges at 

... 1,000 each 

2 Subordinate Judges at 

... 850 

a 

12 Subordinate Imdges at 

g 

OO 

* 

tt 

7 Subordinate Judges at 

c t ... 750 

t t 

9 Munsifs at 

700 

tt 

7 Munsifs at 

650 

tt 

2 Munsifs at 

600 

ft 

8 Munsifs at 

... ... 550 

ft 

7 Munsifs at . 

.... 500 

ft 

12 Munsifs at 

„ ... 400 

1 1 

13 Munsifs* ?*f .r. 

340 

t f 

8 Munsifs at 

200 

ft 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Are these new appoint- 
ments ? “ . 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER : I am not saying 
that they are new appointments or that they start with Rs. 175 in their 
new appointment. What I was going to say is that no other Minister, 
not even a Congress Minister, has been able to do what the previous 
Government have done here. = 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. We have 
heard several times references made to the action of Ministers in other 
provinces. Is it in order to make such references? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think it is in order when comparing our figures 

with those o£ other provinces. 

, •- 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: I mean no dis- 
respect to the Ministers in other provinces. I made this perfectly 
clear. What I said was that they as well as ourselves had not got 
sufficient time" to reorganise the system and neither could reasonably 
be blamed. 

u Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The only difference is 
that you “have been in office for five months while they have been in 
office for three weeks. * 
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The Hon'We Mr. NALINI RAMJAN BARKER: Yes, there is some 
difference between five months and three weeks. In three weeks they 
tried to suggest some retrenchment and the only ^retrenchment that 
they have bdten able# to suggest so far was io substitute the cap for 

jmgree , aud they also found time to introduce new taxation pioposala. 

• • > « 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is the Rouble Minister entitled 
to criticise*the action of Ministers of other provinces? 

• . ** 

Mr. SPEAKER: > am afraid I have ruled definitely that if the 

action of anybody whe is not subject to tlfe restrictive pnovisions of this 
House comes in incidentally, it is perfectly in order for the Finance 
Minister to bring it in! But I should like to make it clear both to the # 
Ministersi and the members in fhis connection that when leference is 
made to the Ministers ^f other provinces ami othcg countries it should 
be done with courtesy and regard. 

* \ 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Sir, in the bud^t 
discussions some hon’ble members opposite had sua^jested that 1 should 
wait for the modelTiudget of a Congress Minister, mRt is wh> 1 am 
making u ref$j*ence to tliem. The Uon’ble IVfinisters oi Bibar, 1 find 
from newspaper reports, have tried to reduce the police expenditure 
and lpaje an experiment to guard the Assembly Hall with volunteers. 
But subsequently I ht^r that the experiment did not prove successful 
and the services of the Police officers had to he requisitioned. 1 am not 
saying all these things in a spirit of disparagement. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NAT|H DATTA: On a point of order, Sir, is 
this not irrelevant ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 am sorry I have to rise t^o often; hut as it is an 
early stage of Parliamentary Government, I think I ought to give some 
guidance. In discussing the budget of this province, I think it is 
quite open to # make comparison with other provinces. You ought to 
remember that in the general discussion of the budget you quoted 
figures from all the countries of the world; so, I don't see bow the 
question of irrelevancy comes in. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: So feir as the cur- 
tailment of expenditure is concerned, we shall try our best to effect 
this in time consistent with the efficiency of thq administration. 

Mr. Brasher said that we were making profit on the administration 
of justice. That ifi a heritage which we have inherited from our pre- 
decessors. If that system is to be changed, then I will ask Mr. Brasher ^ 
to start another * company for police administration in Calcutta, and 
I am sure the Jmsiness community will be liable to pay more taxes *to 
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meet the deficits of tfyit company. ' The different administrative de- 
partments of the Government are not so divided yet that each of the 
services might be separately paid for, so that the taxes and revenues 
which the State collects are pooled together and spent in different 
directions. If the advice given by Mr. Brasher is logically pursued, 
I think it is a proposal which will not be liked by the business com- 
munity. 

The other points raised by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta and 
Mr. Brasher will be i*g,\ied to by the Jlon’ble Judicial Minister. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRiUFF HOSSAIN', Khan Bahadur: I 

have never been in the rhabit of provoking 1 the, opponents. I do not 
'like to compare Bengal with Bihar. Bjhar is in the hands of just a few 
novices who can make experiments. We can make no experiment. 
We have sufficient knowledge of the art of aditiiiistration, and I do 
not dike to quote chapter arid verse from the, actions of people who 
have just begun the art of administration of the country. They were 
alWays thinking as to how they could obstruct! All on a sudden to 
think to come t^dva'ibl with constructive programmes to run the Gov- 
ernment is a thing which no one expected from them. I want to 
stand on the experience that wejiave actually gained in the administra- 
tion of the country. 1 can assure my friends opposite that tjie work 
that is being done by the judieuirs (Ides not justify any reduction in 
the salary. After all what is the present pay that has been agreed 
upon by the Government — only lls. J 70 to start with. I am of opinion 
that Rs. 170 is not enough even for a clerk holding a decent position to 
live on. 11s. 170 is not too high an amount to be paid to one of our 
Judges who have to work very hard. Some of my friends said that 
the salary of* Judicial officers should not he Nawablike. I say it is 
not at all Nawablike for a man whom you have selected as one of your 
Judges. A Judge must get such pay that he can live wilh dignity, 
and I may tell you in all seriousness that Us. 100 or TN. 170 is not 
considered to ho a gentleman’s wage. 

Ml\ M. SHAMSUDpiN AHMED: Are wv to understand that the 
members of flic Assembly who have been granted a pa\ of lb 150 a 
month lire not gentlemen ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Kban Bahadur: 

Besides the salary of Rs. 150 my friends should not forget that they 
dratf Rs. 12-8 a day as allowances. 

My friend, Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, considers that Rs. 170 is a 
ver^ high salary for the future Judges of Bengal ; but I am sorry that I 
'am not at one with him. I thought that I would have a more 
dignified proposal from him, hut I am sorry I missed it this time. I 
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hope that next time when he rises to speak, he ^ouid suggest more pay 
tor these officers. He has also pointed out seme difficulties he has 
experienced, and he suggests that these should be removed. He has 
alleged that ih the course of three years or so members of the heaven- 
born service, the Indian Civil Service, rise to the position of District 
Judges, whereas Subordinate Judges after a training of 25 to 30 years 
become Judges. As far as I know, it is true that Indian Civil Service 
Officers are* appointed District Judges' a little bit earlier than Kul>- 
Judges, byt I do not think that in three year^irme a member ot the 
Indian Civil Service i£ appointed a Judge of an^ district. Even if it 
be so, I may tell vqu «that it is not? my job — it is the job of the Home 
Department and the High J’ourt. If the Tlonie Department and the 
High Court appointed 5 District Judge with only three years’ training, 
as a Judge, I v^ould denounce* them as strongly as >ou would. I 
should, however, sa\ th^t it is not a fact and it eaainot be a fact; it 4s 
beyond human conception that»a man with just three years’ training in 
the Judicial Service wilTbe lifted up 1° the position of a District Judge. 
So under the circumstances, of the country, T do not think that nfy 
friend’s allegation i^ justified. * 

Then, I come to the question of the recri^tment of munsifs. Mv 
friend, Mr. TOtta, has charged us that we have been recruiting 
munsifs without anv legal training, but T mav tell my friends that 
so far a* these appointnients aie»concerned, my friends ought to know 
that the selection has been made b\ the respected nigh Court Judges 
over whom this poor Government has no control. IF the High Court 
in the past has done the selection in the wrong wav, my friends cannot 
pass a censure motion on a Minister who has had nothing to do with t ho 
matter. Tf mv friends are refill v in earnest and do not suggest it as a 
matter of joke (Cries of ‘‘No, no’"), *1 would ask then* to wait for 
some time and to see whether under the administration of the Judicial 
Department some change is effected or not. fHoar! hear!) T can 
assure you, Sir, that we are people who are actuated by a desire to do 
good to theVountry; and if the opinion of the House is that they want 
to change thc*rule of recruitment to the Judicial Service, and that 
recruitment should be made from the members of the legal profession, 
i.e., from those who have had a good legal training in the ecflmtry, then 
T will not hesitate to prevail upon mv friends in the Cabinet to alter 
the rule of recruitment. (Hear! hear!) T think that in the interests 
of better administration of justice in the country, we should give scope 
to able lawyers who have displayed their talent at the Bar and thus 
remove the anxiety which is in the minds of my friend?). 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, T rise on a point of 
information. Does the Hon’ble Minister mean that the law^Pr- . 
members of this House are to be appointed munsifs. • 
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The Hbn’ble Nawal MUSHARFfUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, here we are concerned with the appointment of munsifs and 
Mr. Datta has raised the question of recruitment, to which I am reply- 
ing*. I am not enunciating* any new policy of' Government ; I am 
simply replying to the debate which has taken place here. If my 
friend is disappointed, he should, I think, keep quiet for some time, 
and I hope he will find that his subject will be taken up. 

Sir, Mr. Datta has very ably suggested to the House that corrup- 
tion prevails in the crJil courts and has asked me* to accept this cut 
motion as a whipping -from him. I may tell my friends that I do not 
accept the proposition that officers, I mean clerks, are as a rule dis- 
honest. (Hear! hear!) v I may tell my friends this much that if 
clerks are dishonest, they owe their t dishonesty to the action of my 
friends, the lawyers. (Hear! hear!). Practising lawyers in order to 
get a little hit of advantage from the clerks tij^the clerks from time 
to time. 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD : Sir, does the Hon’ble Minister 
mean that all prrtfcti sing lawyers are dishonest? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSH.ARRUFF H0S8AI N, Khan Bahadur: 

Now, Sir, if a man is accused of a dishonest act, there must be two 
]>arties to it ; one party is the humble clerk a mb the other party is the 
person who gives the money. If you say that I accept the money, 
there must be a hand which gives mo the money 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, will the Nawab Sahib raise his 
hand ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I think you ought to have some sense 
of humour. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, I think what I have said is a sufficient reply to the accusation 
made that our cjerks receive bribes for doing some favour. My 
friend ought to consider whether I deserve a whipping from him for 
some action of my clerks. I do not wish, however, that bribery and 
corruption should prevail and that it will ever be brought up in the 
next budget debate. (Hear! hear!) I give this much assurance to 
one and all of this House that if any of them can bring to the notice of 
Government any act of dishonesty on the part of any officer or clerk, I 
will take drastic action against the delinquent. (Hear! hear) So I 
appoint my friends as my agents for the purpose of detecting persons 
actually faking bribes. If this bribery be so very rampant, I give my 
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friends the authority of prosecuting the dishonist men. This probably 
disposes of all the points raised by my friend, the mover of the cut 

motion. • 

* 

Mr. 8PEAKER :„Nawab Sahib, I want to know whether you would 
finish soon or you Would. ta*ke long. 

The Hen’ble Nawab MUSHARRUtF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Sir, I an^in the hands of the House.* I thiij:>l have disposed of all 
the points that I have* to reply to.^ I would askyny friends to consider 
the position very seriously in view of the statement I kiA r e made before 
the House. (A voice: <r \Yhut # about High Ccyirt Rules and Orders?”) 

1 am still on fliy legs*. If I have missed any point my friends will* 
remind Me. -A^ regards High Oourt Rules and Orders, you know the 
High Court is independent, the High Court may <be considered as tin 
autonomy within the autonomy. If the Judges consider that they are 
autonomous artd if theVritimsms in this House do not reach them, or 
do not touch them and Jhe proceedings of this House do not reach thefn, 
what can I do, my (j^ar friends? ( Laughter.) I some repre- 
sentative of the High Court would have been present here to communi- 
cate to the Hen’ble Judges of. the High Court that their actions in 
framing certain rules are being very seriously debated u]K>n and that 
they shtfuld think twice before they continue to work on that line. The 
High Court has made certain rules and, if as you say, they are not 
according to law, why are you carrying them out, why don’t you non- 
co-operate? As you cannot non-co-operate, it shows that they have got 
the power to make the rules. As I have said, I have no authority 
over the High Court to ask them to modify the rules because they, are 
autonomous. That being the position, #1 hope this healthy debate will 
bring in, will usher in a new era, and I hope T will not have to rise 
again, and beg pardon of you all for any delinquency that might have 
been done bv others. (Cries of “No, no.”) I place the facts before 
you, Sir, and I hope you will judge from what I have said that so far 
as this Government is concerned, it is absolutely sinless and pure. 
(Loud applause.) 

• * 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, tlurt th^ demand of 
Rs. 76,27,000 be reduced by Rs. 100, was put and lost. * * 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 76,27,(K)0 he granted fpr expenditure 
under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” was then put and 
agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 3-45 p.m. on Thursday ^ the 26th* 
August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 

19 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the previsions of Government of Injlia Act, 1935. 

The Asseiibiy met in the Assembly House, ^Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 26th August, 1937, at 3-45 p.m. 

Presept: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Jkliadur M. Azizul Haqub, 
rC.i.E.) in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 214 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

"**(to which oral answers were given) 

Examination for the recruitment of Secretariat stenographers. 

•83. Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department aware — 

(i) that an examination was held on the 24th April, 1937, at the 

Government Commercial Institute Building, Calcutta, for 
the recruitment of Secretariat stenographers ; 

(ii) that previous to the said examination advertisements appeared 

in some local newspapers and the Calcutta Gazette wherein 
it was stated that outsiders might apply for competing at 
the examination provided they had a speed in shorthand at 
the rate of 120 words per minute; 

(Hi) that a fee of Its. 10 was paid by the candidates; 

( iv ) that at the time of examination the candidates were divided 
in *our different batches and dictation was given to them at 
a varying speed of 120 to 160 or 170 words per minute; 

(v) that the outside candidates who sat for examination expected 
that the dictation would be given at the rate of 120 words 
per minute as mentioned in the advertisements; and 

(vt) that the dictation given to four different batches of candidates 
were not of the same nature? 
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e, wiB^ t 


(b) If tli© answer to (a) is *in the affiri^jative, wi JP the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability 
of holding another examination before the posts of stenographers in 
the Secretariat are permanently filled up with in stride tions-*- 


(i) that ano.ther chance may be, given to all the candidates who 

sat for the examination in April last; and 

( ii ) that dictation is given at tho speed mentioned in the adver- 

tisements to all at the san\e time (and not iu batches) P 

• • • 

MINISTER in chfirge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Nalini RanjarvSarker) : (a) (i) to (iv) Yes. 

(v) I hav©> no sftch • information, blit flt any of the candidates^ 

expected* that t]^e dictation wodld be given at the rate of 120 words 
per minute, they njisr^pd the advertisement: the # speed of 120 wo^ls 
per minute was the minimum qualification for a candidate for admis- 
sion to the extiminatioft. . • 

(vi) No. 

(b) No. 


•• 


•Secretariat and heads Qf departments’ stenographers. 

•84. Khan Sahib Maulvi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: (a) Is 

the Honblo Minister in charge of Finance Department aware — 

(i) that after t ho introduction of the Bengal Services (Revision 

of Ra\ ) Rules, 1934, the ^ordinary stenographers of the 
Secretariat, were given an increased scale of phy ; 

(ii) that the stenographers serving under heads of departments 

were not given an increased scale of pay and that their 
•scale of pay was reduced; and • 

(iu) that # the stenographers under the heads of departments have 
to work under officers most of whom are members of all- 
India services including some members of tlnf Indian Civil 
Service? * * * “ 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state* what are the 
differences between the maximum salaries of these two classes of steno- 
graphers before their revision of pays and after? * 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 

redressing this differential treatment by improving the scale of pay of 
stenographers uAder the heads of departments proportionately with the* 
scale of pay of the Secretariat stenographers? # 
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The Hen’tfte Mr. N U.INI RANJAN 8ARKER: (a) (i) No; in 

the old rates of pay there were two scales, one higher than the other. 
In the revised rates these were replaced by one scale whose maximum 
is lower than the maximum of the higher of the two old Stales. 

(ii) and (Hi) Yes. 

( b ) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) No. 

Statement referred to in the answer to clause (h) of starred question 

No. 84. 


Secretariat stenographers — 

Unre vised. 

Revised. 

Rs. 

Ra. 

Class A 

350 5 



y 

300 

Class II 

. . *240 J 


Heads of departments’ stenographers 

175 

155 


Note .. — The figures. \n the ease of Secretariat Stenographers exclude the special pay 
given to those an™*t£f&d to bo reporters to the Legislature. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: How many of 
the Secretariat stenographers are in receipt of the maximum pay of 
Rs. 300 and how many of Its. 240 under the oJd* scales of pay before 
their retirement? 

The Hon’ble Mr. N ALIN I RAN JAN BARKER: So far as I can 

remember, there are two or three in receipt of Its. 350 but several of 
them are in receipt of Its. 240; but I am not sure about the exact 
number ami would ask for notice*: 

Khan Sahib Maulvi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: How many 
are drawing Its. 300 as their maximum pay under the revised scale 
before retirement ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER : I want notice. 


Trust Fund of the late Babu B. L. Mukherjee, of Boinchee, Hooghly. 

*85. Maulvi ABUL QUASEM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing — 

(t) the income and expenditure relating to the Trust Fund of the 
late Babu B. L. Mukherjee, of Boinchee, in the district of 
Hooghly ; 
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(ii) the balance to the credit of the fund now in the hands of the 
Government ; and 

(m) scheTnes, if *any, i it contemplation of Government to give effect 

to the object of the fund? 

• • 

* 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the late 

Babu Ran* Lai Mukherjee, of Boinche^, placed Rs. 50,000 in the hands 
of the Government ? • ^ ,,*■ 

( c ) If so, the purpose for whic^ the money h^s been given? 

• * • 

r • 

MINISTER in charge 6f REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy):* («) (i) A statement is laid on the 
table. * 

• m* * * 

(ii) At the end oT 1935-36, the balance tp the credit of the fund 
which is held-in GovetnmeiH and other sycffrities was Rs. 2,62,554. 

(in) No new scheme is in contemplation. Due effect is being gifen 
to the object of thc^fund, viz., the maintenance tfwhools, dispensaries 
and other charitable institutions. 

(h) Yes. *• 

(c) government notification No. 3156Agri., dated the 11th August, 
1896, of which a cop;* is placed on the table, gives the information. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (a) ( i ) of starred question 

No. 85. 

Scheme of regular expenditure of the B. L. Mukherjee 
Trust Estate in the district of Hooghly. 


Receipts. 

Rs. 

Disbursements. 


Re. 

• 

Rent and cesses 

47,626 

Government revenue, 

cesses 

30,126 



and rent to superior landlords. 


Interest on Government secun- 

8,998 

• 

■fuding 


ties. 


Management chargdg inc 

8,737 


• 

law expenses. 

• • 


Dividend on Railway shares . . 

700 

Religious ceremonies 


2,830 

Miscellaneous (Salami, cost 

4,460 




decreed in suits, etc. ) 


Schools 


8,766 

Surplus received from the Collec- 

8,000 

Dispensaries * 


(f,970 

tor of Balasore. (The estate 
has properties in Balasore in 


Charity 


837 

Orissa, net profit from that 
portion of the property.) 


Miscellaneous including 

taxes 

24|35 


and rates. 


Total 


69,774 


Total 


6i, m 
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Government notification referred to in the answer to clause ( c ) of 
* starred question No. r 85. 

Notification No. 315GAgri. 

The 11th August , 1896 . — It is hereby notified that the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, in exercise of the powers conferred by sections 4 
and 5 of the Charitable-Endowments Act, 1890, and,, upon the applica- 
tion and with the conrurrency of Babu Ram Lai Mukherjee, of 
Boinchee, in the district of Hooghly, zemindar, doth hereby order and 
direct that the Government Promissory Note of the 3J per cent, loan 
of 1805, of which the particulars are contained in the first schedule 
hereunder written, shall as from the 1st April, 1895, ve r t and be hence- 
forth vested in the Treasurer of Charitable « Endowments for the 
territories subject to the Government of Bengal, to be held by him 
and his successors (subject do the provisions of the said Charitable 
Endowments Act, 1890, and any rules from time, to time framed there- 
under by the iVor-General in Council) upop trust for ever 

hereafter to receive the interest of the said security when and as llie 
same shall become due and payable and from time to time to apply 
the same in terms of the scheme* for the creation of an endowment for 
the relief of distress due to inundation, or to scarcity brought on by 
drought, in any part of the Province of Bengal, including Bihar, 
Chota Nagpur and Orissa, of which particulars are contained in the 
second schedule hereunder written, and it is hereby further notified 
that the said scheme, of which particulars are contained in the said 
second schedule, shall come into operation on the vesting of the said 
security in the said Treasurer of Charitable Endowments for the 
territories subject to the Government of Bengal. 

Sd. M. Pint cane, 

Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

The first schedule above referred to — 

Particulars of Government security. 

One per cent. Government Promissory Note, No. 53858 of 1865, 
for Rs. 50,000. 

The second Vhedule' above referred to — 

Particulars of scheme. 

1 *1. That the endowment to be thus created shall be called 4 'Babu 

Ram Lai Mukherjee *s Fund for the relief of distress due to inundation, 
or to scarcity brought on by drought, in any p°rt of the Province of 
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Bengal, inclining Bihar, Chota Vagpur, an<J Orissa/’ and that its 
object shall b& tat relief of distress due to inundation, or scarcity 
brought on by drought, in any part of the Province oj Bengal, including 
Bihar, Chota Nagpur and Orissa. 

II. That the trustee # to be appointed under section 5 (1) of Act 
VI of 1890 to administer the trust shall be the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal in the Revenue Department for the time being. 

III. That the duties of the said .trustees shall be as follows; that 
is to say, that he 'shah during every year rf^propriate and ajpply the 
whole of the interest, of the said *Governanent security for Its. 50,000, 
which shall be paiS to him by the Treasurer of Charitable Endowments 
for the territories subject *to the Government? of Bengal as and when 
the same # shall accrue due in the relief of distress due to inundation, 
or to scarcity l&ought on by drought, in any part of the Province^of 
Bengal, including Wr, Chota Nagpur and Or Asa, by erecting huts 
and distributing rice arpl clothes in such manner as he considers proper. 

IV. That the trustee shall at all times conform to, and abide |^y, 
any rules relating to "the administration of endowments under “The 
Charitable Endowments Act, 1890”, which the ^^^fciii^mieral in 
Council, in e^rcise of the powers conferred ITv section 13 of that Act, 
may from time to time see fit to make. 

V. ^That the trustee shall c^use books to be kept and to be entered 
therein full and true entries of all monies received and paid respectively 
on account of the said endowment, and shall from time to time cause 
to be submitted to such public servant as the 1/ocal Government may 
from time to time appoint in that behalf in such form and at such 
times as the said Wal Government may from time to time prescribe, 
an abstract of such accounts and such returns as to other matters 
relating to the management of t lie said fund and the Administration 
thereof as the said Local Government may from time to time see fit to 
require. 

Dated 9 this the 11th August, 1896. 


• . 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS * 

( to which answer* were laid on the table) 

Executive Officer, Howrah Municipality. 

• • * 

40. Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health’ and Local Self-Government Department aware of 
the action taken ,by the Commissioners of the Howrah Municipalising 
connection with the proposed appointment of its Executive Officer after 
the first appointment being disapproved by the Government? 


0 
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MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (th« Hon’ble Maiilvi 8yad Nausher 

Ali): Government are not aware of any action taken b f y the Muni- 
cipality except that it passed by a majority of l2 to 11 a resolution 
protesting against the action of the Government in disapproving the 
appointment. An amendment to the resolution urging Upon the 
Government to reconsider their decision was negatived. 

Scheme for the introduction of agricultural classes in schools. 

41. Dr. H. Ca MUKHERJI: With reference to the Education 
Department letter No. 4839 Edn., dafed the l 19th December, 1927, 
addressed to the Director of Public Instruction, BengaJ, on the subject 
0^ the scheme for the introduction of agricultural classes in schools in 
Bengal, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge oi the Education Depart- 
ment be pleased to state- 1 - r 

o (i) whether any report on the subject has.. been received; 

(ii) if so^^^iter the Government are considering the desirability 
*■' 6t supplying copies for the information of the members of 

this House; 

(iii) whether Government intend to continue the working of the 

scheme as originally framed or with modifications; and 

( iv ) if with modifications, their nature and extent? 

MINI8TER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (/) Yes. 

(ii) No. 

(mi) Yes; as originally framed. 

(iv) Does not arise 1 . 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With reference to (hi), may I know 
when Government is going to give effect to the scheme? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have got no idea at the 
present moment v It depends on several factors but if the Hon’ble 
Member wants a reply I will look into the matter and take this as a 
notice. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: With reference to (ti), will the Hon’ble 
Mirfister be prepared to state whether any opportunity was given to 
the public or to the authorities of institutions concerned to express 
their views on the point at issue? 

The Mon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I should like to have 

notice. 

r 1 
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REMAND FOR GRANT. 

Dr, H, C M MllKHERJI: With reference to (in), has the Hou’ble 
Minister made enquiries and satisfied himself tljat the scheme ae 
originally filmed »pd givep effect to working satisfactorily? 

The Hon’ble .Mr, A. K» FAZLUL HUQ, I have not compared the 
iwo schemes but I have got a general idfea that the scheme ns originally 
framed ha j been working satisfactorily., 

* • # 

Witness shed in trie compound, of criminal opurts of TangdfTand 
: * Jamalpur. * 

, \ » * 

42, Mr. AMRITA L)\L MANDAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of th<* Revenue Department aware of the absence of a witness 
shed in the compoftm^f the Tangail and JamaljTur criminal courts to 
keep litigant public off from rain and the siyi ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’Jde 
Minister be pleased to state whether .Governmei^^are considering the 
desirability of takmg steps in the matter? 

♦ 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PbASAD. SINGH ROY: («) Yes. 

(6) # A scheme for the provision of a witness shed at Tangail ha9 
been administratively approved and is awaiting provision of funds from 
Minor Works Grant. 

The desirability of providing a witness shed at Jamalpur is being 
referred to the local officers. 


THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
FOR 1937-38. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

* • 

37 — Education — General. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On me recuiimieiumuon 
of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 1,17,40,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “37- 
Education — General”. * * * 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: I beg to move that the sum 

of Rs. 1,24,313 proposed to be given to the University of Calcuttsrfor. 
the revision of the financial settlement with that Uniwsity bfr 
omitted. 
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I + • 

Sir, I do not grudge and nobody .should grudge a&y grant proposed 
to be given to a seat of learning J 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, ’Sir. The 
Hon’ble Member has moved that a particular amount be omitted. 
Is that in order under the provisions of the New Government of 
India Act, 1935. < 

^ ... i 

Mr. ‘SPEAKER: J think his mqtion is that a sum of Es. 1,24,313 
be omitted froi’n Es. 1,17,40,000 the sum proposed Jo be given to the 
University of Calcutta for the revision of the financial settlement with 
'that University. I think Mr. Biswas should' have formally moved his 
amendment in the form that the demand of Es. 1,17,4^,000 b$ reduced 
by Es. 1,24,313. 


t Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: In that case, Sir, I beg to 
move that the denial of Es. 1,17,40,000 be reduced by Es. 1,24,313. 

Svu* "1 ncgan by saying, I do not grudge and nobody should 
grudge any grant which is proposed to be given to a University. In 
spite of my genuine deference to, and sincere respect for, the 
University of Calcutta — my own alma piater — I am pained to i,ay that 
circumstances, serious in nature, have forced me to move this cut 
motion. Before dealing with the matter in detail, I should tell the 
House that Moslem opinion in Bengal stands solid behind this cut 
motion. Sir, the University of Calcutta is not a denominational or 
sectional or communal institution. It, is an institution which 
disseminates learning and diffuses knowledge from one end of the 
-country to the other. This University is the premier University in 
•the Presidency of Bengal which is the birth place and* the nurturing 
ground of Hindus, Muslims, Christians and people of all other 
denominations alike. I&very community, whether Hindu, Moslem or 
Christian, are getting their education from this University. This 
University belonging to all communities demands and receives alle- 
giance from ,»ill the communities. Under the circumstances justice 
demands and equity enjoins that the University should not act in a 
manner which will ride rough-shod over the feelings of any community. 
But this healthy and salutary provision has been given a decent burial 
by the authorities of the Calcutta University under the leadership, I 
say, of the illustrious <3011 of an illustrious father. According to the 
Hindu religion, “S^e” means goddess of learning or riches and lotus 
is her seat. Therefore, Sir, Muslims regard Sree r and Lotus as an 
emblem of idolatry- — 


Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU : Nonsense ! 

< 1 



1937.] ' pEMAND FOR* GRANT. 603 

MauM AMU A LATIF BISWAS: My'friLd calls it “noBsense”. 
But he has no rijjht nor any nkim to say so. Monotheism Is the 
cardinal printiple o^Islam %nd Monotheists as Muslims are they regard 
Sree and Xiotns as an emblem of idolatry 


Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI : But that has nothing to do 
with religi(fh. 

4 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Mr. Uolwami does Wf)t know 
that according to Islam a Muslim cannot tolerate any encroachment 
upon their Monotheistic belief •and .upon theit religious principle. I 
should therefore say that tins University by introducing Sree and Lotus* 
as it« crest has ^iven a rude shock to the feelings of the Muslims of 
Bengal in general and*f should submit that it (foes not behove any 
educational institution to turn it into a comnjunal or sectional one and 
deprive itself of its general rharacter. Tfie other day 1 found in a 
newspaper that this crest of*Sree and Lotus was introduced and adopted 
when Sir ITassan Sffhrawardy was the Yice-Chanf*cffor .^aj^the Calcutta 
University, jliat cannot, Sir, exonerate tlte (-alcuttarBWifsiiy. 
For any person, however, big of highh placed he may be, has no right 
to slaughter the religious belief of any community. The verdict of an 
individual or of a bod* cannot be expected to be tolerated when that 
verdict is in direct conflict w*ith the religious belief of a particular 
community. With the publication of the news that Sree and Lotus 
has been adopted as the crest of the Calcutta University strong pro- 
tests were raised by the Moslem community from one end of the 
country to the other. But uftder the leadership of high priest of com- 
munalism — l mean Mr. Syamaprasad Mhokerjee — the University turned 
a deaf ear to that agitation, and as a result Muslim students boy- 
cotted the Foundation Day Celebration of the (Calcutta University as a 
mark of protest and disapproval. Even then the University authorities 
did not move an inch; they did not care for tlie feelings of Muslim 
students. The other day we heard on the floor of the House from 
Mr. Syamaprasad Mookeajee that the (rovernmejit of Bengal should 
pay respect to the demand which has been made in respe(*t of political 
prisoners and for repatriating Hie Andamans prisoners to fheir own 
province. That august gentleman forgot at that time that even 
though there were a countrywide agitation and strong feelings against 
the adoption of Sree and Lotus as the crest of the University through- 
out the length and breadth of the province he did not cifre to pay hny 
heed even in the slightest degree to the Moslem feelings. In our case 
respect for public feeling and respect for agitation mean nothing to 
hint. It is a fact* that a genuine feeling of insult to the religitTUs • 
belief of the Mussalmans has been roused in the heart of ever^ Muslim 
as a result of *he adaption of Sree and Lotus as the crest of the 
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University and that the Mus&nJmans are of opinion pat <the Umiversity 
authorities " have lost all sympathy of Muslims o/a account of their 
fanaticism and bigotry. It is for thaf reason thar I have given notice 
of the motion ' 

Mr. 8PEA1CER: Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas, I would rather request 
you to discuss the matter from the point of view of your position as 
a Member of this House. 

V. 

v * 1 

Mauiii ABpUL L'ATIF BI8WA8: I bow ,to your num^, Sir. 

But I claim that as Muslims form the majority Community* of this 
^province and as their view is the view’ of (be majority, of this House, 
I can say, as a member of that community, that their view should not 

be disregarded and that their feelings should not be wounded. 

4 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On, a point of order, Sir. Is not 
tie Member questioning the ruling you haye jiyst given? 

* 

. MpJVccAKER: I snppose not. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BlfeWAS: I appeal to the University 
authorities through you, Sir, that if r they neglect the claims of the 
Muslim community they will bring disunion and disorder in the whole 
province. I appeal to them to bring about a situation of mutual trust 
and confidence. This is not the only ground where a Muslim demand 
has been ignored. I am now referring to another matter as to how 
under the Leadership of Mr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, the University 
of Calcutta showed a most unsympathetic attitude towards another 
Muslim claim. From the concrete case which I am going to place 
before the House, the* House will be able to judge whether the 
Muslims have got a fair dealing and fair-play from the hands of my 
friends who are in pow£r in the University. There is a hi^fh school at 
’ Sandwip controlled by the local Hindus. The Muslims found that their 
interests were disregarded' and their opinion, flouted, and disappointed 
at the conduct, of. the Head Master which was rightly described by the 
Difeetoc °of Public Instruction, Mr. • Bottomley, to be inimical to 
Muslim interests, the Muslims started a school with a good fund and 
good building and equipped the institution thoroughly. Successive 
District Magistrates of Noakhali recommended for the affiliation of that 
Institution and' severaPInspectors of Schools recommended to that effect 
also. When the case came up before the University a mysterious 
telegram was received from a local Hindu gentleman and the University 
, authorities did not grant the Recognition and affiliation. Disappointed 
at this tke local Muslims approached some of the Muslim M. L. Cs., 
who brought a cut motion here in the year, 19$£, but on an assurance 
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from you, Sir, art the then Hon’ Die Minister In charge of Education 
that cut motion w»s withdrawn. You were kind pnough to say that 
you would cdme tV Noakhali with the Director of ’Public Instruction- 
in April nexVto se^how the matter could be managed. WJien yo\i 
were pleased to go there both the parties approached yOu and requested 
you as the head of the Department of Education to give your award 
as an arbitrator. The Muslims did not hesitate to accept that awar<l 
and the Hindus for the time being accepted it. But when that decision 
came up^before the Vice-Chancellor who is no other than my friend, 
Mr. Syamaprasad Mdofcerjee*, he altered the t^rms and su^prtjflfd' a 
modification as a Result of which no ccftnproimse could be effected. 
When the Vice-Chancellor altered the terms and brought about certain 
modifications, • it was'noU possible* for the Muslims to accept those* 
terms. The fa^t remains, however, that although the school is well 
equipped and has ppen Recommended for affiliating • 

(At this stage the inembet having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) * 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: 'Mr Speatfe?, . may I be 
permitted to say one word before you call *ipon the nexT^spIflket? 
I should tiling in a motion of ‘this nature it is quite possible to bring 
forward^ arguments in support of or against it, without launching an 
attack against any other religi<fns by calling it idolatrous. Generally 
speaking, what the Hindu religion is or is not, is known to the Hindus 
more than to any other community; and persons who do not know 
the Hindu scriptures, who have not read the Vedas or the Upanishuds 
or the Gita surely ought not to launch an attack against it or charge 
it with being idolatrous. I,Miope this appeal which 1 make through 
you to the House will not fall on deaf £ars. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I also very much like 
that a discussion of this type should he carriejl on in an atmosphere 
free from passion and prejudice and more than that I would not say 
"at the present moment. I fully endorse the appeal that has been made 
by the Leader of the Opposition and I hope tliai nothing will be said 
which will w ound the religious feelings or sentiments any community 
or of any section of a community. 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am glad that my attention has been drawn at 
the very right moment by the Leader of the Opposition and the deader 
of the House. You w r ill remember that almost in the midst of his 
speech, I gave a bfoad hint to that effect to Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas 
but unfortunately he did not take it. I do feel that this debate i^n 
be conducted in a manner that would not wound the religions feelings 
or sentiments of any community. After all, we do not sit here* as 
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members of different cdmmunities bht as members Id the legislature. 
I hope and trust that this appeal of Mr. Bose andrMrf Huq will be 
*tfcken due note of by all speakers. j! ^ 

In view of the fact that there is a large number of speakers on both 
sides of the House, I feel that the House would have no objection if 
\ allot only six minutes’ time to each speaker subject to such special 
ca,ses as I would make at my discretion. 

* ' e 

M*w8HAH 8YED COLAM 8ARWAR H088AIHI: (The member 
spoke in , 'Bengpli in Support* of th£ motion of JMaulvi Abdul Latif 
Biswas r) 

Mr. 8YED MU8TACA8WAL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, being 
a humble product, of the Calcutta Universii^I cannot have any 
feeling but of love and affection for my alma mater. But I am going 
to support a matter on which there is absolutely no difference of opi- 
nion amongst the members of my community. I wish to tell the 
House most since that I do not -wish to hurt the University, as I 
do fiurtin^ ^he University is hurting ourselves. My only 

object is to draw pointed attention to certain aspects ’'Of University 
administration on which Muslihi feeling runs very high, and in my 
opinion justly. <t * 

Tha Calcutta University stands to minister to the educational needs 
of the people of Bengal as a whole, and in Bengal the Muslims are in a 
majority. So, whatever the University does, the University has al- 
ways got to take into account the interest and the sentiments of the 
Muslims of Bengal; in fact, it cannot ignore the sentiments of 90 per 
cent, of the /Muslims of this province. If it does not do that, the 
University shall then be open to the charge of partiality, and criticism. 

My first charge against the Calcutta University is that the Uni- 
versity is attempting a cultural conquest of the Muslims of this pro- 
vince. To substantiate my charge I must point out that in the selec- 
tion of Matriculation and Intermediate Bengali course, the Univer- 
sity definitely shocks Muslim sentiments and outrages Muslim feelings. 
Such selection ^-becomes a University which is to provide intellec- 
tual food to the Muslims as well as the Hindus. Now, I shall cite 
certain ► passages from Dr. Rabindra Nath Tagore’s poem to substan- 
tiate tho charge. First of all, T shall refer to a poem entitled Bicharak 
of J)rt Rabindra Nath Tagore which runs thus — 

•TO 

TOT? m ?^TO 

WIHU9 TO? TOTt 
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I would cite anoAier poem entitled Pujarini ty 
support my ctfargi whicH runs thus — 

wf, st^t to 


fw; sre «rsr ttm, 

cacHi to TO 


GOT 

the same author to 


Sir, I^iave got the greatest regard* for Dr # Rabindra Nath Tagore* 

I yield to none in my love and ^reverence for* Dr. Rabind^' itfath 
Tagore. We, every Bengali, irrespective of caste, credd, and colour, 
are proud of him. I know that* Dr. Tagore ht^ brought undying fame- 
for Bengal by" his literal^ contributions, and we — both the Hindus* 
and the Muslim?*— are proud of him. But we, who constitute Muslim 
Bengal, will not tcde^ie any poem which 1 definitely shocks Muslim 
sentiments and which outrages Muslim feelings. Such selections ill- 
become a University which lias to provide intellectual food to the 
Hindus as well as to the Muslims, besides oilier communities. - * 

Mr. Speaker, 1 •could have cited many othdf instances to prove 
my charges, but for want of time I am not in a position to 

It is well known that Islam stands for pure monotheism. I do 
not mea# tlie least disrespect to my Hindu friends, when I say that 
the Muslim faith dittos from Ihe Hindu faith in many important 
particulars. Having the greatest regard tor my own faith, I, have 
also every regard for the faith of the Hindus. I only plead that the 
Hindus will he liberal and catholic*, enough not to impose their faith 
upon members of other communities. What 1 mean is that Muslim 
students going in for the Miftriculation and the Intermediate Exami- 
nations are of tender and impressionable age; they ate of an age 
when they cannot distinguish their own culture from the culture of 
others, and by the time they come out of their schools, after being 
compelled to study and imbibe thoughts and ideas which are funda- 
mentally opposed to their faith and sometimes galling to their self-r 
respect, they become to a certain extent de-Moslemised. 

Mr. Speaker, my next charge against the (Calcutta JJniversity is 
the history of the Muslim period, which is definitely designed to 
wound the feelings of Muslims. J submit that the standards to bo 
set up by a University should be such as to he universally acceptable. 
The ideal of a University should not be sectional or communal; this 
^especially true in the case of the Calcutta University who ha%i;o 
deal with the beliefs and sentiments of the majority community, of 
this province. Tho University should set up the necessary machinery 
for the correct writing of History. Muslims certainly cannot suffer 
their traditions and culture to be merged into Hindu culture ancf * 
traditions. * 
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I submit that History written with a positive &ias against the 
Muslims, who constitute the majority community In Bengal, should 
not be compulsorily taught to Muslim boys. I myself have got great 
regard for the Vice-Chancellor, who now presides over r the destinies 
of the Calcutta University. He is a talented young man, and we 
the educated youth of Bengal are proud of him. I do not blame him 
in the least. The object of this cut motion is to seek redress of the 
grievances of the Muslims of Bengal and not to condemn the Univer- 
sity — not to hurt the University in any way. We say: yoi^r duty as 
to University is to understand what Muslim culture and traditions 
are and to show respect for them, so that the Muslims may feel that 
here is a University which is as much theirs as of any other commu- 
nity. But that unfortunately is not being done. If <the University 
had shown sympathetic treatment to the Mussalmags of Bengal, I 
Would not have raised this discussion. Our University’s sacred and 
ceaseless endeavour should be to brings the two great communities 
together on the high plane of mutual respect and admiration for the 
best in their traditions. 1^ hope, Sir, my^ observations will be taken 
in the same spirit in which 1 l^ave made them, and that effective and 
imme diate s^Y i wftl be taken so that the Muslims may feel that their 
culttfre^T history, traditions, and faith are safe in the*. hands of the 
Calcutta University authorities* May i in this connexion draw atten- 
tion to certain other grievances of the Muslim community ir Bengal 
in respect of the Calcutta University t The Saddler Commission was 
appointed to reform our University. While other Universities have 
profited from the labours of that Commission, the Calcutta University 
has not, and I am sorry to say that the Calcutta University has up 
till now derived no benefit out of the Commission’s recommendations. 
The Muslims feel very strongly that dhey are inadequately repre- 
sented on the different governing bodies of the University. Until 
the Muslims are adequately represented on the University, their 
interests will not he property looked after. I do not know how long 
Government are going to wait for the reform of the University to he 
taken up seriously. 

\V ith these few words, Sir, I heg to support the cut motion moved 
by my friend Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas. 

Mr.' TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMl! Mr. Speaker, I think there 
has just been a living, much more than a vocal, a demonastrative con- 
demnation of the Calcutta University. The honourable gentleman 
who has just sat down told us that he is an ahuiuuts of the Calcutta 
University, and he claimed that University to lie his alma mater. If 
this is what he has learnt from the University of Calcutta, I am sqjpfy 
for him a^id for the University. He did not understand that the 
beautiful poem of Rabin dr a Nath Tagore to which he has referred 
was a dialogue and that the particular stanza he quoted was really 
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written in order tty refute the dlaiifi that is made in that stanza. Well, 

I am very sorry ijor him and for the University on his account. I, 
too, Sir, was nurtiWed in the first instance by the ‘University of Cal- 
cutta. It is my University; it is my father’s University 
and it has been the University of almost all the great men 
of Bengal, Hindus anif Muhammadans, during the last sixty 
or seventy years. It is a University, which, with all its 
faullts, must be preserved, must be magnified, must be glorified by 
every on^ who has^the interests of the* country at heart. I was pained 
to hear an echo of a ^tateme’nt made by the Hg^i’ble Mr. Fazlui Huq 
the other day thajt a certain emfdem, that a certain •symbol in the 
coat of arms of th5 University, caused havoc # to a great, and honoured 
religion. It ie surprising tha*t thfc University of Calcutta, a great* 
institution, in \$hidh has been poured the life-blood of many people, 
and which has pr<^luc<^l growths which to-day ^ire on the point of 
rivalling the academic groutfhs of other countries, which has pro- 
duced science,, which hfts prft^ueed literatqr£, should be indicted on 
the ground of its crest or coat of arms. It was surprising that two 
whole speeches were devoted to “Sree and lotipj»’ it was said that 
‘‘Sri and lotus” were symbols of idolatry. Well Sir, I Jsza'J.jv ish 
to go into that matter. 

I myself in my own humble way haVe been a student of the history 
of Islant. I made it a point when I was a student of history to study 
the growth and development, the great conquests, of Islam in foreign 
countries, particularly in Europe. And I have nothing hut rever- 
ence and the greatest reverence for the conquest by Islam of European 
culture. But an uncultured conquest of the Calcutta University by 
means of votes would he disastrous and unworthy of Islam. I 
remember spending hours 'in the mt^liaeval haJlls of ^I'A-zahar in 
Cairo, perhaps now the greatest and most important centre of Islamic 
learning. 1 was enabled to visualise there %omethipg that I had 
not seen, that you have not seen, namely, the scholastic establish- 
ments of I^alanda and Taxilla in the far-away' past. But there has 
stood for thousand years Al-Azhar, a true centre of learning, and, 
it happens to be primarily Islamic learning. And what is the guid- 
ing principle there? It *s a passage from Hadis: # “Spence is ope 
reiligion, prayer is another; stydy is better than worship; g», seek 
knowledge, everywhere even unto China.” That is the true spirit 
of a University, the University ethos, as the Greeks* used to say. 
To quarrel over symbols is to quarrel with learning. You might as 
well abolish the classics of Greece and Rome> Would the Mussul- 
mans of Bengal and India be the richer for the extinction of the great 
languages, the noble literatures which are not of Islamic origin? 

I am not trying to hold up before your eyes a fallse ideal. On tke . 
contrary I want to point out that we are engaged here as a lagislature 
m a debate on the Calcutta University — a great University — and*l 
20 
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think we should hare the academic vision. When ye are discussing 
matters academic we should have that balance, that sense of pers- 
pective, in discussing things about the University aftid not be carried 
away by political stunts. I was told that the Moslems hdve a griev- 
ance against the University. Apart from the “Sree and Lotus,” 
hardly any grievance was specified. Am I to understand that that is the 
only grievance? 

(A voice; We had no time to mention others.) * 

Why were they not mentioned? Except in regard to one small 
school litA,pther grievance was mentioned here. 1 

(A voice: If time is given we can mention a good deal of 
grievances.) „ 

The hon’ble memtar had plenty of time — more time than I have — 
to deal with these things, and I submit very respectfully that when 
we are discussing a question of this importance: t should not be dealt 
with lightheartedly by ai\y one. The Drivers jty of Calcutta — there 
is also another growing University, the University of l)acca, to be 
thought of — is growing up and is becoming famous as an honoured seat 
of learning. _ It is dih duty, it is the duty of all ( f us to see that it 
become (mb' equal of theogreatest Universities of the world. Because, 
mind you, if this University falls, the entire learning oV Bengal will 
crumble down, the achievements of the past will he wiped away and 
the future will have nothing to show except j^he injudiciousness of 
those who brought down this temple of learning through cussedness and 
for political reasons which have no claim to respect or reverence. 

Mr. MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: Spoke in Bengali 
of which the following is an English translation: — 

Sir, the University of Calcutta is the greatest institution of its 
kind in Bengal and for the matter of that in the whole of India. Nay, 
it is regarded as the greatest centre of learning in the East. But, looked 
at purely from a Moslem point of view, do we Moslems find in it any- 
thing for pride as far as it concerns the Moslems themselves? As a 
matter ot fact, the Moslems have no right of entry into the precincts 
of the Calcutta University which is the highest centre of learning and 
culture in Bengal a vast country inhabited by Hindus and Moslems. 
As we look at it enter disappointment overtakes us. Not a single Moslem 
can take pride in what he receives from it. There the Moslem students 
consider themselves utterly helpless. They find nobody there who will 
sympathise with them. In that sacred centre of learning they see 
nobddy at whose feet they can sit and devote themselves to the pursuit 
of knowledge relieved of worries and anxieties. Hence, we consider 
a modification and amendment of the Calcutta University Act ; as 
absolutely necessary. On the Senate and Syndicate of the Calcutta 
University Moslem representation should be on the population basis. 
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In the posts of clerks under the University there is no Moslem. It is 
indeed regret?able. In colleges under the University a sufficient 
number of Moslem professors should be appointed and a sufficient 
number of examinerships finder the University should be given to 
Moslems. Adequate provision has been made in the University for 
teaching subjects’ relating* to Hindu culture, tradition, history, etc. 
But none like this for the Moslems. Adequate provision should also be 
made for teaching subjects concerning Moslem education, culture, 
civilisation, art, sculpture, law, etc.,’ and “^‘hairs’’ should be estab- 
lished for the purpose! • * 

For many years past, negotiations, discussions have been held and 
press comment* made 'for allowing the candidate for the Matriculation# 
Examination to write as in the'case of other examinations, on his 
answer book his rol^nuijjber instead of his name, ^ut it is a matter for 
great regret that the aTtentio# of the University authorities cannot at 
all be drawn t<* this matter, •fjueh dealings, oh the part oi the authori- 
ties are viewed with great # suspicion by the educated Moslems •!' 
Bengal. 

For many years past, since the introduction of the MaVricuilftion 
Examination, Question papers tm Arabic and Persian for the Matri- 
culation Examination have been made inconceivably stiff. Many 
have been the agitating, discussions and press comments up to date, 
even the University authorities have been approached but up till now 
nothing* has been done about it. 

During the month of Ram jan and on the days fixed for Hindu and 
Moslem religious festivities colleges should remain closed. In case any 
examination is held on Fridays time should be allowed for the Juinina 
prayer. * • 

Up till now the University has laid greater stress on “literary” 
education. No attention has been paid at all to practical and voca- 
tional train gig. Of course a little attention i» being paid to it now 
but that is noti enough. It has become immediately imperative to pay 
greater attention to practical and vocational training along with 
"literary” education. It will not do now to produce # cler^s alone, the 
education policy of the University should be modified and reformed 
in conformity with the needs of the age. Otherwise, in view of the 
manner in which the ranks of the educated unemployed* is gradually 
swelling, the province will in future have to confront a huge socio- 
economic upheaval. 

.Mr. SPEAKER:* I think it would be convenient if I adjourn the 
House now. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutee* 
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Mrs. HA8INA j«UR8HED: Mr. Speaker, Sin it is ^ with some 
diffidence that I rise to speak on this much debated question. It is 
not my intention, Sir, to accentuate the bitterness of feeling which 
seems to have been roused among the Mussalmans of Bengal on account 
of the adoption by the University of a symbol to which they cannot, 
consistently with their religious tenets, give their approval.* 

I^ake this opportunity of appealing to my 'Hindu brethren who 
guide the affair^ of the University to' change its crest and adopt in its 
place one which will not give rise to any resentment. 

I am sure that the House will be convinced that the objection taken 
to the present syml)ol is certainly not one which is baaed upbn a fri- 
volous desire to emulate the fashionable habk #t of «some critics who 
oppose for the mere sake of opposition. The objection of the Mussal- 
mans, Sir, I submit, is indeed real and is t founded on religious grounds. 
Every one in this House will, 1 am sure, agree «with me that the adop- 
tion of this crest b>* the University has imparted a parochial character 
to aif*tITsTTTTition which Vi and ought to be, regarded as the common 
fountain-head of education not only for the Hindus antf Mussalmans 
but also for every person irrespective of caste, creed, race and colour. 
I submit, Sir, that the authorities of the University cannot congratu- 
late themselves on what amounts to a surrender of its catholic charac- 
ter. We are not convinced, Sir, that there can be the slightest reason 
for not changing the crest against which a widespread protest has 
been lodged. 

We are not convinced, Sir, that th£ heavens would have fallen 
if the University, out of deference to the sentiments of the Mussal- 
mans, had changed thq crest and adopted a non-seetrian one instead. 
I cannot see what objection the University can have to the changing 
of the existing crest. Are we to understand, Sir, that the authorities 
of the University would he doing violence to their principles by acced- 
ing to the request of their Muslim brethren? If the University still 
persist in continuing <io adopt the crest in question, in defiance of the 
religious susceptibilities of the Mussalmans, will it not lav the exe- 
cutive authorities of the University open to the charge of having 
adopted an attitude of hide-hound imperialism which has so often been 
denounced on the floor of this House? 

‘I would most earnestly appeal to the powers that be to take into 
consideration the Muslim sentiments and change the present symbol 
for one which would be acceptable to all commuiiities. If the Uni- 
, varsity which is, the fountain of liberal education, were itself to 
preach sectarian doctrines through its motto, what hope, I ask, is there 
for that amity and fraternity between communities which is said to be 
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the common* objective of all of U9. I consider, Sir, that the cannons 

of courtesy demand that the University should respect our feelings. 
With thes^ words,. Sir, I ^support the views exposed by the honour- 
able mover of the motion. 

8YED JALALUDDIN HASH EM Y: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I must 
at *tke outset confess and frankly confess that I never had had any 
opportunity to cross the threshold of the Calcutta University. Sir, I 
must alto frankly confess that up till now Lhave not seen the emblem 
of the Calcutta University. Thi^ clearly proves that I do not read nor 
care to read any* book published by the Calcutta University. Books 
generally I read are % published by the Universities of llussia. Sir, I 
had no occasion to know* the ordinary meaning or extraordinary mcait- 
ing of Sree anfl Padma, nor Sir, I had any occasion to understand its 
general and metifphfeAcal meaning, >et *1 wiW join issue with # my 
friends over there and I sa\* that this Sreo and Padma must «ro (hear 
hear). Sir, some of my friends suggested* here that Sreo is the emblem 
of prosperity, wealth* and affluence. If that is a fact, it is aldb a 
misnomer with regard to the Calcutta UniversifV*beeause it is always 
running in deficit. (Laughter.) Sir, my friends over theVc Suggested 
that Sree anTl Padma should »go but have not given any constructive 
suggestion at the same time. li I am permitted to say, Sir, I will 
suggest that in place ^f Sree and Padma there should be hammer and 
sickle. That will be a nice thing: there should be no objection from 
an\ school, any community or any denomination. There should be in 
the Calcutta University the emblem of hammer and siekle — 1 repeat 
again. If this emblem is removed, immediately, 1 will move the 
Calcutta Corporation to remove its emblem which contain queer sorts 
of birds which I do not like at all (laughter). Sir, if # ] am allowed, 
the very tiger over the head of our Speaker should also go, because it 
is an emblem of violence. As a matter of fad, 1 do not like any sorts 
of animals be it bear or lion or tiger or queer sorts of birds of the 
Calcutta Corporation. They should all go ‘and he replaced by the 
emblem of h’annner and sickle. People all over t lie country are think- 
ing in that line and wh<*n they will get power tjiey will introduce that 
emblem. , • 

Sir, with regard to the Calcutta University, I Tfcive already said 
that I had no occasion to cross its threshold. The only occasion on 
which I did was to ask the students to come out of That University 
(laughter). My friends over there who spoke at length are certainly 
brilliant products of the Calcutta University, but may *1 ask then! and 
seriously ask how # long they have come to realise that this emblem is 
an emblem of idolatry. I have already said that I do not know its 
meaning nor have I cared to know its metaphorical meaning. Sir,*foj 
the simple reason that I believe their statement that it has affected the 
feelings of the Musjyn^ community of Bengal and only for that re&son 
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I agree with them and say that this emblem should go ; but at the same 
time I would also request my friends over there, particularly the mover, 
to stick to it to the last and not to withdraw the motion. It is a very 
salient thing and it is a very important thing : my friends must be 
serious when moving a motion in the Legislature. Sir, I hope and 
very rightly hope that my friends to my opposite will be serious at 
least to-day and stick to the motion they have moved. With these words, 
Sir, I support the motion moved by my friend Mr. Biswas. 

*. * < 

. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as an 
infant in politics and as u novice in this august Legislative Assembly, 

I have been faced with embarrassment and bewilderment night after 
night. To-night, Sir, I came to discuss the question* 1 of the attitude 
of my friend the Hdii’ble the Finance Minisfe: towards the Calcutta 
University whether or no+ he has behaved in a god-motherly fashion 
in a system of governmental maternal irfhi. Instead of that financial 
question being raised, a question which I ‘inig'ht have pointed out at 
once involved a solutVon of an act of belated justice, 1 am faced with 
the <TjTfbbT aiuT the erect of the Calcutta Univeisity. p Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I for one know how to respect the sentiment of others; I for one 
know how to respect the divergent views of my opponents. I will not 
treat the question, Sir, as the Uon’bie the Home Minister tried to 
meet the question of trampling down of the Congress- — or as we on this 
side of the House say — the national flag the other night. So far as 
the emblem is concerned, this House has got Ihe official reply of the 
Calcutta University. Official replies are proverbially laconic and 
cold. The official reply of the Calcutta University is that there was no 
intention, no,, ulterior motive on the part of anybody to wound the 
feelings, the susceptibilities, the sentiments, the emotions, even the 
vanity or the pride of a number of individuals of one of the greatest 
communities of Bengal. Mr. Speaker, Sir, as a member of the Legis- 
lature and as a member of the Calcutta University who lias devoted 
the best years of his life to the cause of his alma water. I stick to that 
answer with a little equation and with a little sentiment superadded. 
I am confident, Sir, that the grievances of the Muslim community in 
Bengal will certainly receive a responsive echo from the authorities of 
the Calcutta University. I am sorry, Mr. Speaker, to-night the Vice- 
Chancellor of the University has not been able to come to this House; 
he is in fact very ill. If he were here he would have given, I am sure, 
the * assurance That alb the legitimate grievances of the Hindus, the 
Muslims, the Christiana or of any other community, will meet with 
just response from the University of Calcutta. It is a public institu- 
tion and no public institution — whatever its traditions, whatever its 
magnitude, whatever its ambition, ran possibly be blind to even the 
sentiment or the emotion of other people. 
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Mr. Speaker, so far as this question is concerned, I did not realise 
its full implication before 1 heard the fervent appeal from my honour- 
able friend*Mrs. Murshed. # Sir, in an evil afternoon in 1929 one of our 
indents abroad at Allahabad wrote to the University of Calcutta to 
ask whether or not he cjmld wear the crest of the University on his 
sporting blazer. Verily, Sir, this is a case “where mighty events from 
trivial causes have sprung.” 

The University appointed a Committee Jp see what they could do 
in the matter. The* Committee referred the ^matter to the greatest 
artist in Bengal, paifiely, Dr. Abanindra*Nath Tagore.* lie prepared a 
design, which was submitted to the scrutiny and observation of the 
Architect to the Government of Bengal. The design was approved but 
objection by s(*me Moslem members was preferred to it. The result 
was that the matte* was^referred to the College ofjleraldry in London — 
a College which is noted for its crests and design; and after the 
University received i t ^ repoty, it appointed # a Committee consisting of 
the Vice-Chancellor of # th? day, the Architect to the Government* of 
Bengal, the Principal of the Government School^ Art and the present 
Vice-Chancellor. This Committee came to the conclusiw: Jbaj this 
symbol, if ifc«ed, would not htj objectionable to any community what- 
ever. Sir. so far as the expression “Sire” is concerned, \ was reading 
the Diflionary of Carey this looming. He cannot be accused of com- 
munalism, having written bis dictionary in an age when communalism 
was unknown and I found that he has given twenty different meanings 
to this Cabalistic expression “Sree,” and two of the meanings are 
“Prosperity” and “Happiness.” What symbol, Sir, can be more fitting 
to the large number of our gjrl pupils who are now entering the portals 
of our University than they should represent — whether these girls are 
Hindu or Moslem “Prosperity” or “Beauty”? 

Mr. Speaker, the symbol “Lotus”! How* beautiful that flower 
“Lotus,” blossoming in the turbid pool of party polities in Bengal, 
saluting the ^unshine of liberty — what more beautiful symbol can there 
be of any flower; and yet, Sir, I find that the Hon’ble Chief Minister, 
in his answer to this House the other night, stated that neither “Sree” 
nor “Lotus” was by itself objectionable but a mechaVjcaf combination 
of both was objectionable. I took some little pains toTead the’Kcience 
of Numismatics. A coin, either gold or silver, is a beautiful article 
of faith for what is rank but guinea’s stamp? I find, Sir, that almost 
all the Delhi Monarchs — beginning from Mahmood of Ghor — had, not 
only on their coins the word “Sree” inscribed but that the coin of 
Mahmood of Ghou itself bore not only the “Lotus” but even the 
figure of the Goddess Lakshmi. I have in my hand one of the authori- 
tative books on coins by Nelson Wright — “Catalogue of the coins in* 
the Indian Museum.” If I did not treat this august assembly with 
the highest Mr 1 *if J only treated it as a museum of political 
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curiosities, I would have produced three important specimen coins of 
the Muslim Emperors of India in silver with the Sree and lotus on 
each. 

[At this stage the member having reached the time-limit and 'was 
allowed to speak for five minutes more.] 

May I show these three coins to my Moslem friends? They are neces- . 
sarily enveloped but they all bear the impression “Sree” and “Lotus. ” 

I have one coin in my hand — of t lie great Slier Shah — my friend 
Mr. Iiasbemy took objection to the tiger on your head — though Sher 
represents tiger yet Sher Shall put down his name .as Sree Sher Shah. 
Then I have in my hand a coin of Mah.mood, of Ghor — one of the 
' greatest conquerors that the world has ever seen — but more than a 
conqueror — he was a humorist as well, and on the reverse of his coin 
a Monkey appears with a rhaee. When he eaft^ to India he discovered 
that he came to a land not only of men but of many hanuinans as well. 
Sir, so much about the emblem and the -symbol. 

My Muslim triads have raised a number of objections against the 
Cal cutta University and one of the objections has taken a peculiar 
form. It took the form of an objection against some the writings 
of Rabindra Nath Tagore. Sir, I will not say more about Rabindranath 
because any words of commendation from me must be treated as pre- 
sumptuous; but, Sir, may I refer that hon’ble ‘Ynembers to the English 
pieces which have been prescribed in the Universities of Calcutta and 
Dacca? Let us first start with Shelly: Like our Chief Minister, 

“Higher, still and higher 

From the earth he springeth like a cloud of fire 
The blue deep he wingeth 
And ever soaring singeth, 

And ever singing soareth.” 

His book “Prometheus Unbound” deale, as is well known, with 
a topic of Greek mythology. Then, we come to Keat’s — “Ode on a 
Greecian Ur my “Ode to Endymion,” Tennyson’s “On the judgment of 
Pai •is”: these are the favourite authors of the Calcutta and Dacca 
Universities. When we prescribe a particular piece or a book, whether 
in English or in Bengali, whether in Sanskrit or in some other language, 
we did not consider the question of religion or of idolatry. If we did 
so, the University of Calcutta would never have prescribed the English 
Bible in all stages of the Curricula of studies beginning from the 
.. Matriculation right up to the B.A. The Bible has not been prescribed 
for propagating the love of Christ but for the purpose of teaching our 
students how to write good English — as an emblem of culture. 
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Sir, one'of my friends raised the point that the Calcutta University 
is aiming at a cultural conquest. Far be it from the intentions of the 
authorities «f the University to aim any kind of cultural conquest on 
the great Moslem community of Bengal. Islam, Sir, with its symbol 
of the crescent l^as fought^ Christianity, the Holy Koran has fought the 
Bible, the Scimitar has fought the Sword and Islam to-day is no poorer 
for it— and if anybody within the University or outside it thinks that 
he can dominate Islam by imposing a culture which is alien to the idea 
of Islam, he musfr find for himself a place Wn a commodious platye at 
Ranchi called the Lunatic Asylum# t A 

Sir, so far as the Calcutta University is concerned, it has done great 
things. I shpuld advise # itll my f mends, if fny advice is not deeme^ 
presumptuous, to read a book, an excellent book on the history of the 
development of Muhammadan Education in Bengal. That is a book 
written by a gentlemail\y % name of Mr’ Azizul Huq, before he was 
installed on Jhe Treasury Bench. I shall* just conclude my speech 
by reading one small passage § from the opening chapter of that book 

“Acquire knowledge, because he who acquire^ it in the way of the 
Lord, performs an act of piet\, who speaks of it, praises (iod, who^seeks 
instruction i i t bestows alms and who imparts it to its fitting objects, 
performs qn act of devotion to God.” • 

Synfbol or no Symbol, I ultall be quite satisfied if the alumni of 
of the University of Calculta — my alma mater — your alma mater , 
Sir, the alma mater of 4/5ths of the legislators I see around me in 
the llall, act up to the greatest ideal which has been enunciated in Huq’s 
History of Muslim Education m Bengal — I take if that the passage 
I quoted is a passage from^he Holj Koran. 

Mr. Speaker, I have one more word to say, just ofle small word 
to the Ilon’ble Chief Minister. The Hon’blp # Chief Minister is also a 
son of the Calcutta University, he has been tied with many bonds of 
affection apd gratitude to it and my appeal t/> him to-night is that — 
let all ideas about mistrust, suspicions, disharmony and disapproval lie 
buried. Let us start anew so that the two great communities in Bengal 
may, in their onward nfarch for political progress walk side by side. 
I do not want, personally speaking, to have the gr^jt Moslem Com- 
munity of Bengal representing the two hind legs of the deer; after all 
the tiger may some day fall upon the running deer and it is the hind 
legs of the deer that will get entwined in the forest of despair. 

As a member of the Syndicate I have n<5 authority officially to 
invite the members of the Legislature to the University but speaking 
for myself I shall certainly place the point of view of my Moslem 
friends before the Syndicate, but on my behalf may I extend to en^ 
and all a cordial welcome to the University precincts which are so 
dear to you, Mr .^Span ker, from more points of view than one, so that 
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in the days to come we may not have these jarring note^ of disharmony 
and quarrel of discord and hatred between the two great communities 
of Bengal (Hear: hear). 

Th0 Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, it is extremely 
regrettable that an attack on the Calcutta University should have been 
launched by my friend Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas on grounds other than 
academic and I rise, Sir, to say only a few words in explanation of the 
attitude which the Government propose to take after listening to the 
debates which I have 6 listened in this House this afternoon. Sir, it 
is not necessary for me either to criticise the Calcutta University or 
to defend it. But I mlist tell this House* that I have come to know 
officially that there is rightly or wrtfngly a very large sect'on of the 
people of this country who regard the adoption of this crest of Sree 
and Fadina of the ^Calcutta University as Vxlremely unfortunate, 
because the Moslem community almost tc a man regard this action on 
the part of the University as something amounting to sacrilege. Sir, 

I may at once tell the House that I propose to call a conference of 
representatives of t lie University and of various sections of this House 
to sit round a table and' discuss not merely this question* hut also other 
questions which represent the grievances of the Muslim community, 
of the scheduled castes, and of other sections of the population of 
Bengal regarding the administration of affairs of the Calcutta 
University. T have every reason to hope that hv friendly discussions 
across the table, where it would be possible for the members to ex- 
change views and to come to correct decisions with due regard to the 
feelings and sentiments of all, we shall be able to get rid of the 
present feeling of discontent which seems to prevail against the Calcutta 
University. I will not say anything further on this point, because I 
hope that, without entering into a discussion on the question of the 
adoption b\ the Calcutta University of this crest, it would be better 
to concentrate our attempts in the conference that I have suggested to 
bring about a satisfactory solution of the problems that have arisen by 
this action of the University of Calcutta. 

Sir, I noU T come to the motion itself. My friend Mr. Abdul Latif 
Biswas ’has mOved that the sum of Rs. 1,24,313 be omitted and that 
the demand that I have made be reduced by that amount. I would 
like to give this House a very brief history of the various settlements 
that have been made by the Bengal Government with the Calcutta 
University in order to enable the University to get over their financial 
embarrassments and to enable them to carry on their duties unhampered 
by considerations of deficiency in finance. In 1932, a settlement was 
r co‘n eluded with the Calcutta University by which Government under- 
took to give them a grant of Es. 3,60,000, subject to the condition that 
if in any year the income of the University ii^ tk^ia^fedMmnd exceeded 
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Us. ll,72,0^ t the Government grant for that year would be reduced by 
half the amouAt of the excess over that sum, the necessary adjustments 
being made *t the time of Hie payment of the grant* for the succeeding 
year. Supposing in any year the fee-fund reached the figure of 
Rs. 12,00,000, the excess .would be Rs. 28,000, of which Rs. 14,000 
would go to the [ niversity and Rs. 14,000 would be utilized as a set- 
off to reduce Government ’s contribution of Rs. 3,60,000 to the 
University. It so happened that in course of ^ime the fee-fund began 
to increase to such* an. extent, that in the yea* 1934-35 Government Jiad 
to pay only Rs. 2,30,00*0 ; in 193i-30 Go^vernmAit paid Rs^2,05,000; 
and in 1930-37 Government's contribution was Rs. 2, 07, 800. The 

University complained.that»in consequence of Hie arrangement that had 
been entered into the University were not enabled to take full benefit* 
of this increase *in lee rates, and they complained not without reason 
that Government wme#*reaping the benefil of Lillis increase whiTdi 
would ordinarily have ^one .entirely to the .University. In order to 
examine the position further ifnd in all UsMetuils, Government placed 
an expert, viz., Dr. Jenkins* on deputation.* And l)r. Jenkins reported 
that, instead of fluctuating advances. Uovernmeift*should give to the 
University a consolidated grant of Rs. 4,S5p()00, and this figufe of 
Rs. 1,25,000 really represents tiie difference between Rs. 4,85,000, the 
amount ^u^gested by Dr. Jenkins, and what would have been provided 
in tlie Budget under tl^ old arrtmgemeut. Sir, all that we have done 
is that under this arrangement, it accepted by this House and if nothing 
further happens, the University will derive the fullest benefit from the 
increase in fee-fund and the inn eased receipts from University publi- 
cations. The various questions which have been discussed may be 
briefly summarised under a iew heads. Apart from the question of 
Sri and lotus, reference has been made tl) the grievances of* the Muslims 
and of the scheduled castes in connection with the affiliation of schools 
by the University, and one member has referrecl to the publication of 
text-books prescribed by the Calcutta University which wound the 
religious feelings of Muslims and others. I submit, Sir, that all these 
are matters wfiich can be discussed at the conference which 1 propose 
to call very soon, if possible as soon as the Assembly lias dispersed after 
the budget session. And I have no doubt that at a oonfetenee of that 
kind we shall not only be abb* to come to a solutioi>regard>ng the 
crest of Sree and lotus but also of other matters about which any section 
of the community or of the public may have any grievance against the 
Calcutta University. (A voice: What about employment?) Well, the 
question of employment and all other questions 'will be 'discussed and 
decided at the conference. 

Now, Sir, there 1 is only one other matter to which I wish to draw • 
the attention of the House. My friend Mr. Hashemy, who is* not here 
now, has asked* th^jjpver of the motion to stick to his guns and not 
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withdraw it but press it to a division and take the sense of the House. 
I do not know what actuated him in making this gallant suggestion, 
but I may tell Mr. Hashemy that the time lias not yet come when he 
would be in a position to give a mandate to any section of thevHoupe. 
When lie reaches that position, he can issu^ fat was, my friend from 
over there suggests, and send round his whips and ask the parties to 
vote in a particular way. But, Sir, I wish to point out to the House 
that this motion to refuse the demand by a particular sum, if pressed 
to a division, will not necessarily mean any redress of grievances, nor 
will it b#ve any prat tical results, ^because, after all, if you vote out 
this sum, if you disapprove the arrangements t fiat we have made, we 
shall be coming back, to the old arrangement, and the Calcutta 
University will get exactly the sum which we propose to give them under 
the arrangement that is suggested by Dr. Jenkins. The only 1 advantage 
of discussing this cr.it motion would be to gvv« ail opportunity to the 
various sections of f he House to express their views on some important 
questions, which affect- the relations between the Government and the 
University and the University and various sections of the community 
in particular. 1 'think, Sir, that in these circumstances, my friend 
ther mover of the motion,, will not press it to a division. I have given him 
the assurance that I am going to lone a conference, and Mr. P. N. 
Banerjee has extended a very kind invitation to all of us to go and 
have a discussion with him in the office of tl^e Calcutta University. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Not with me, Sir, but 
wiih the Syndicate of the Calcutta University. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a matter of detail. 
We can discuss it with the representatives of the Calcutta University 
— with the Syndicate. Representatives may be selected from amongst 
the members of this House. We expect to have a friendly discussion 
at that conference in order to come to a satisfactory solution of all the 
questions that are involved. Sir, in view of this assurance 1 would ask 
my friend Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas to withdraw his motion and not 
to press it to a vote. 

Mr. AB&UL'LATIF BISWAS: Sir, in view of the assurance given 
by tin 1 Hon ’hie the Chief Minister and in view of the assurance given 
by Mr. P. N- Banerjee, that every genuine grievance will receive 
sympathetic consideration, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my 
motion. 


Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am not the Chief 
Minister yet. 

Mr. ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Well, you expect to be some day. 
The motion was then, by leave of the Housg, withdrawn. 
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Mr. 8PE^KER: I think it is i only fair that I should inform you 

that we have got roughly about four hours and a half to discuss the 
Education budget to-day and to-morrow. If the leaders of the differ- 
ent sections agree, I propose to distribute the time aft follows : another 
half an hour for University education; half an hour for secondary 
education; one hdur and fifteen minutes for primary education, out of 
which members of the scheduled caste will have half an hour; madrassa 
education, half an hour; female education half an hour; and European 
education* half an # hour. 

• • 

Dr. NALINAK8KA 8ANYAL? Mi iv •! mo\( that the question of 
University education be now put, because we have several other 
motions to discuss later oij? . * 

Mr. sI*EAK£R: 1 am at the disposal of the House, but I would 
like to know the views #f the Coalition Group whether they would lifte 

to have any further disgussiop on University .education. 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A* K, FAZLUL HU.Q: No, Sir. We do net 
want any further discussion on University eduei#»n. 

* 

Mr. SPEAKER: As it is not desired of the leader of the Coali- 
tion Group*, that there should be any* further debate on University 
education, 1 would taj^e up th** next item which is Primary educa- 
tion, and Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan will now move his motion, and 
members of all sections will be allowed to participate in the debate, 
and on that understanding I will give one hour and fifteen minutes 
for primary education from now. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERjfrE: We have saved one hour on Univer- 
sity education and can you not give this hour to the ftliscussion of 
adult education? 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no such item in the demand as adult 
education; tt is either included in University education or in secondary 
education. # 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA B08E: I think we ought to have some 
time to educate ourselves. ' # 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: I think this motion ought 
to be put to vote now. # 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will put the entire demand to, vote. There 
is no separate demand for University. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 be*; to move that a sum 
of Rs. 1,17,40,000* demanded for expenditure under the head “37—* 
Education — General” be reduced by Rs. 100. 
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My purpose is to draw the attention of the House tp, the urgent 
necessity of making primary education free and compjlffsory without 
further delay. This is a question which hardly requires any debate on 
the floor of this Hous*\ I think there is no one in this House or in 
the country who does not wish that there should be immediate intro- 
duction of free and compulsory education in this prcfvince. Yet why 
are we not having what every one of us has been demanding for so 
long a time? That is the question which I intend to disouss by way 
of the motion which 1 have just now moved. Now, the principal 
question that centres roifhd a proposal like t,hL is whether primary 
education^can be made free and compulsory without taxation. There 
are some people who think tliat primary education should no doubt be 
made free and compulsory but tlmre should be no taxation imposed 
for the purpose of doing it. J submit that if it is possible to make 
primary education free and compulson without any taxation, there 
is no one who will demur to that idea. . Those who are in favour of 
taxation, their attitude if not that there must be taxation. If they 
support, taxation, they support it under a painful necessity, because 
without such taxation primary t education under the present circum- 
stances cannot be macle free and compulsory. Some of the honourable 
mernbers of this House during their election campaign ge.ve out hopes 
to their electorates that primary education would be made free and 
compulsory, without any taxation for tliat purpose. Our elections are 
now over and under normal circumstances we cfin wait at least for five 
years more before we shall to have face another election. At present I 
therefore, think we can probably speak without our eyes towards our 
electorates. Now, I ask every one of this House to consider whether it 
is possible under the present circumstances to find the money that is 
necessary for making primary education free and compulsory without 
any kind of b'ixation. If that is possible, it will be most welcome. I 
and my friends will nof countenance the idea of groping in the dark 
for a further period of time and wasting valuable time in framing 
schemes which cannot materialise. Giving tax is not a pleasant experi- 
ence. Therefore, if some of us say that we are prepared, to pay even 
a tax for the purpose of making primary education free and com- 
pulsory, it is not on account of any morbid and unnatural desire to 
pay taxes, but ip is on account of the realisation of circumstances pre- 
vailing in this country. Is there any alternative scheme of making 
primary education free and compulsory without taxation? There is 
none yet. The Chief Minister in charge of Education has not yet taken 
the House or any member of the House into his confidence as to any 
such scheme as may be in his contemplation. Therefore, we have to 
resort to the inevitable idea of taxation for the purpose of making 
primary education free and compulsory. Of course, there is opposition 
and there must be opposition, but the opposition to this proposal will 
probably divide the members of the House into two distinct divisions 
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— those who^eally wantkprimary education and tliose who do not really, 
want it, hut nterely profess that they want it. If we really want it* 
we must be prepared to show the ways and means wjiereby the thing 
can be done, Vith taxation gr without taxation. ARhough it is pos- 
sible to find some money by resorting to measures of economy, this will 
not at all be suffioient to n^et the whole cost of introducing free and 
compulsory education in the province. As I have said before, some 
money could # be found by having recourse to economy, but it will not be 
sufficient for the purpose. I submit, Sir, that we should not refrain 
from having these few, lakhs which will be a*useful asset and whieh 
will supplement the nyjney required for tlve enforcement of frhe Rural 
Primary Education *»Act. I submit that no further defay should be 
made in enf'oreyig the provi^ons of tjie Rural Primary Education Act. 

• 

Now, tfir, the*Hon’ble Finance Minister admitted the other day on 
the floor of this HouSe tfeftt the depression wifs at tost over. If this ft 
so, can there be any justification for not enforcing all the provisions 
of that Act? Money is being*found for various other things. For- 
tunately terrorism is dyiflg; % but supposing •instead of dying it raise? 
its head once again tmd spreads throughout the leifhfTh of this country, 
then will not Government face it and will ink the Government Pnd 
money for fighfing the evil? Ortainlv they will have to. 1 submit. 
Sir, that th£ members of the Government do not feel in the same way 
in the matter of introducing primary education as they feel for certain 
other hobbies of theirs. Had they the same feeling for the welfare of 
the masses, I think they would never have hesitated to adopt proper 
means to make primary education free and compulsory. If they can 
show us a way whereby it can be done without taxation within a short 
time, that would he an welcome idea. Can they do so? I have 
already stated that they have not yet laid any scheme* before the 
House. Therefore, without wasting further time over the oft-debated 
question I want to make a constructive suggestion. The whole of 
Bengal could not be economically in the same position to-day : some 
parts may be in distress and certain parts in comparative prosperity. 

I would submit that if certain districts are in favour of enforcing the 
provisions of the Act, there is no reason why .Government should 
hesitate to enforce the Act in those districts. For example , # the district 
board of Mymensingh made aif application to the G^ernmeftit to 
enforce the provisions of the Rural Primary Education Act there. 
But what Government did was that they yielded to certain telegrams 
and representation against it from certain quarters in the district of 
Mymensingh. I do not say, Sir, that Government shbuld not be 
responsive to populay feeling; they must do so. But they should look 
into the origin of a particular agitation. The District School Board, 
the lawful authority of that district with regard to the primary educa* • 
tion as well as the district board, was, I think, unanimously ih favour 
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•of enforcing the provisions Of the Act. But interested quarters raised 
•objections and they will certainly raise objections even ^hen Bengal is 
far more prosperous than she is to-day. Therefore, I think Govern- 
ment was not right in hesitating to enforce the provisions of the Act 
in the district of Mymensingh on account of such objections. 

I would suggest that if there are any districts which come forward 
with constructive schemes to enforce the Act, Governments should not 
hesitate to do so. Similarly, if 'there are other districts which do not 
come forward with such demand, Government may make certain 
other experiments in those districts! 

, I would ask the Government to take a leaf out of the book of 
Mr. Gandhi who suggested that primary education can be made free 
and compulsory and self-supporting : of course h* has not made his 
point clear. But I would submit that Mik Gandhi is certainly a person 
who cannot be regarded as q visionary. Hfe is full of constructive ideas. 
Then, Sir, this Government should enquire aud investigate what Con- 
gress Governments p re going to do in this direction. 1 would ask our 
Government to enquire into and investigate those constructive sugges- 
tions, and after that investigation 1 would ask our Cabinet to make 
experiments in certain districts of Bengal on these lines. Our own 
Cabinet may have certain ideas of their own and they can mako experi- 
ments on those lines also in certain other districts. What 1 submit is 
this that we cannot wait any longer. We have always been fighting 
for free and compulsory primary education and we have been giving 
promises to our electorates — the illiterate masses — that things would 
change as soon as we got Provincial Autonomy. Provincial Autonomy 
has come but as yet no constructive and -substantive scheme has been 
placed before" the House. There is nothing to show that steps are being 
taken to introduce free and compulsory education without delay. I 
therefore implore our Cabinet not to make any further delay but to 
take a bold step and enforce the provisions .of the Rural Primary 
Education Act as soon as possible. i 

With these words ’ 1 commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 


Mr. W. C. WORD8WORTH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is as im- 
portant a matter as it is difficult and it is well that it has been brought 
up so early in our life as a new House. I trust however that no word 
will be said in this discussion to suggest to people outside the House 
that you can give Bengal a universal system of primary education 
without the province feeling the pinch. We have down in our motion 
paper one or two motions which suggest that it is easy. Now, it is said 
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of an Engli^uian that he pays his taxes in sorrow and his rates in 
anger. But n&t only the Englishman, I think India has found the 
same experi&ice amongst all classes. 

We do not w^nt prima/y education spread all over the province, 
but we have never yet arrived at any easy, I might say, any possible 
way of doing it. When I was an official more than once I was 
engaged in a survey of possibilities. I remember that the very lowest 
estimate Ae arrived* at # for the most meagre kind of primary education 
was about 2f crores per annum, aryl we v;ere rather ashamed to think 
of the kind of schoPd which would be given to the villages out of that. 
Our problem in Bengal is that fundamentally We are a land of villages. 
We want village schools : *yet the villages can contribute very little 
towards tfiem. We have a Primary Education Act, but we have done 
very little with it. *Thart> is the proposal that we*should resuscitate It 
at once and make it effective. # I hope we don’j. I hope that before we 
take that Act into use we put if before a competent committee of public 
men and educationists afl'd Consider what is the best that we can gel 
out of it, be ready tef change our ideas and ideals if ^e find it necessary. 
For as I said^Jthe other day in our general discussion, this provfhce 
has some 50 or GO thousand pHlhary schools— most of them ineffective. 
They are % private schools under no sort of control, they are precarious, 
they are inefficient; buUunless We are very careful when putting the 
Act into operation all we would do would be to cause the disappear- 
ance of these many thousands of private schools to make room for a 
large number of small public and equally inefficient schools. There- 
fore, I would suggest that that committee, dealing with the Act, might 
take into consideration first of till this line of action. Consider the large 
villages first and provide them with schools. When they are equipped, 
consider villages of the next size, and so on; but at one time take a 
definite piece of work in a definite area, equip tfiis with schools, other- 
wise if we embark on so immense a project, so undefined a project as 
gtving the whole of Bengal a system of primary education we shall 
never get going. We shall waste our time and probably our money 
over the preliminaries. May I give one illustration from my own 
country which would show at once the difficulty of our problem? We 
have, I think, GO thousand prinfary schools in Bengal ’‘Sfcd I suppose 
the children in them are about a million and a half. In # England we 
have 2$ thousand primary schools and there are millions children — 
in them ,$41’ children. I do not think we can hope for any 8U9h 
results ill Bengal for many years, but we might hope to ?lo something 
of a similar kind in $ome chosen areas such as selected villages. If we 
could provide villages with schools, a thousand this year, a thousand 
next year and a thbusand the year after, we should make progress.* 
And I say that because of one fundamental principle of primarf educa- 
tion. It has b^njfljpd Jby t experience — I put it into mathematical 
21 V 
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terms — that one school of 150 children with three teacher^ much more 
valuable to the community, and gives much more reBultf for the money 
and effort spent on it, than three schools of 50 children each under one 
teacher. Therefore, I would put that forward as a principle of guid- 
ance for us when we resume our discussions of this very difficult 
matter. 

(After Mr. Wordsworth finished his speech several members from 
different groups stood up and wanted to speak.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I hope the members - will kindly realise the 
difficulty of th'3 Speaker when they rise up all at\,nce from the different 
groups of this House. After a member of a particular group has 
initiated a debate and before another member from that group speaks 
it is only fair that I should give an opportunity at least to one member 
of the other groups., I hope also that the members will not misunder- 
stand me, but it is extremely difficult fo* the speaker to find out from 
a particular party who wil 1 speak unless*he gds some sort of guidance 
from the Leader of that party otherwise he, would have to draw by 
lots. 1 propose lie' it 'forth, subject to there being a speaker, that if the 
Congress party initiates a debate 1 will follow it up by Coalition group, 
if the Coalition starts a debate 1 will follow it up Congress group. 
Thereafter 1 will go to the other groups in the House, namely, Praja 
group, European group, Scheduled Caste group and Nationalist group. 
I hope the members will kindly realise the position and rise up 
accordingly. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir I rise to support the 
motion moved by my esteemed friend Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan. It 
is needless to say that Bengal is in great need of primary education. 
We all feel* how greatly we want primary education, free and com- 
pulsory, throughout the country. Sir, the policy of the Government so 
long, as we have seen, has been to keep the province downwards 
economically, educationally and physically. A large sum of money is 
being spent but there is no progress in any direction. In educational 
matters also a large sum of money is being spent every }ear but that 
goes only to higher education and nothing for primary education. Sir, 
only Ks. 27 h'khs out of 1J crores of rupees has been set apart for 
primary education. This is inadequate. Moreover, the demand for 
free and compulsory primary education has been too strong in this 
country but 1 do not know why the Government lias turned a deaf ear. 
Government can find money for police, for keeping down the youths 
of this country, for all sorts of things that they like, but they cannot 
find money for primary education. No excuse can convince me at least 
# of any good will of the Government. 

Sir, T come from a community which always finds a ludicrous 
position in this world because of want of education.. We have been 



1937.] 


627 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

made to r^qain in this condition •by the Government, but this position 
of ours can A removed within a period of five years if the Government 
give us wholesale education. The British Government have declared 
all through that the scheduled castes, or the depressed classes as they 
are called, are the trust of the British people and whenever the question 
of granting self-government has come they have said that they cannot 
grant India self-government because there are depressed classes who 
require tifcir special attention. They have always said that without 
their piDtection, without their looking afte^ the depressed class people 
will not be able to live 6r thrive Ipit the}; have#lone nothing; they have 
kept us in darkness all through. They are doing tWs only to serve 
their political purposes aqd they are playing the game very carefully 
and very skilfully. During the period of nearly 200 years of British 
reign, as we all know, Sir, not even one per cent, of our people have 
been educated. (busier for a moment, Sir, what sort of deception 
has been practised upon us Ivy the British Government who always claim 
to be our trustees. • • 

^ \ • 
Sir, under the, new regime we liawe been giwn a special political 
right, but whatever right we ma\ get we cannot utilise it unless our 
people get strfficiently educated and that education can only be possible 
if the Government come forward wit, If Bel]). There have been earnest 
efforts Amongst our people to get our boys and girls educated, but so 
far we have received no encouragement from the Government. Our 
schools are generally uncared for. Primary schools we have started 
many but very few have received Government patronage. We have 
started a large number of M. E. schools, hut the position is the same- 
no care is taken by anybody. We have got a large number of high 
schools even, but the same story state indifference is |old here also. 
We are doing our best to elevate ourselves but bow can the scheduled 
caste people rise up without the help of Government but the Govern- 
ment patronage lias been kept reserved for the big people. Even in 
this yearV budget a lilrge sum of money is gr>ing to higher education 
and a good £um to the majority community, the Moslems, but a very 
small amount has been gjven for the scheduled cystes. I do not grudge 
that my Moslem friends have got this amount : I li^e th#t everyone of 
their boys and girls should be educated* there should \r%no uneducated 
people in this province. We like this because we want to elevate our- 
selves. W do not want simple reading and writing but we want that 
sort of education which will revolutionise our minds and which will 
create a revolution in the country. Sir, we the scheduled caste people 
are the poorest in economic matters and the most uneducated and we 
want to be at one line with other sections of the peole, hut that is not 
possible in the ordinary course. It requires revolution and without 
revolution this much change in the society cannot be posable. The 
big people mu«t conje downwards to meet us and we the poorest of *tbe 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[26ifH Atjg.. 


poor and the most pitiable creatures rise to run up. We want that sort 
of education which will be able to revolutionise our society. 

(At this stage the member having reached his time-linfit resumed 
his seat.) 

Maulvi JONAB ALI MAZUMDAR: Spoke in Bengali of which the 
following is an English translation: — 

Sir, it is the elementary duty of every civilised Government to 
remove the ignorance and illiteracy of the people. Bengal Government 
have* always shelved the question of the introduction of free primary 
education on tha plea of shortage of funds. Anything conducive to 
the well-being of the poor rural population has been delayed either on 
the pretext of shortage of funds or" on some mother grounds. The law 
enacted in 1935 for the purpose of giving relief to the agricultural 
debtors has not yet bt^n enforced in all parts qf Bengal. I personally 
know of cases where the District Magistrate called the first sitting of 
the Debt Settlement Board rome 4 months after the formation of the 
Board had been announced in the Calcutta { J'lzette . As a result of 
this dilatory policy mtxiy peasant families have been deprived of their 
all. a matter of fact Bengal Government have become accustomed 
to disregarding the interests of the poor masses. How is ifrthat nothing 
relating to the police, judicial or any other department is held up for 
want of money? We also noticed in the previous regime how Govern- 
ment incurred expenses in anticipation of sanction by the Legislative 
Council. Compulsory free primary education may be introduced with- 
out levying an educational tax. Expenses for this education should 
be met from the sum of more than Rs. 2 erores which is obtained from 
the Government of India on account of jute. Is it not right that the 
major portion of jute duty should be spent on benefiting those who 
grow jute? Free primary education ought to have been introduced 
long ago in the most important of Ihe jute-growing districts of Bengal. 
I think that, except the European members of this Assembly every 
other member must have given pledges to his constituency that his 
first and foremost duty in the Assembly would be to iiftroduce free 
primary education. The Hojn’ble Chief Minister also made this 
declaration in his election speeches from one end of the province to the 
other. The Hp eble Finance Minister also must have noticed during his 
tour how strong public opinion is regarding this subject in rural 
Bengal . 

(At this stage Mr. Speaker left the House and the Deputy Speaker, 
Mr. Ashraf Ali, took the Chair.) 

Babu JACAT CHANDRA MAN DAL: In support of my friend 
I would say a few words about the free and compulsory primary educa- 
tion. Sir, we have been hearing lecture after lecture, but no construc- 
tive programme has yet been presented before the House. I want to 
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place befo^^the House the firsthand foremost duty of those who are 
representatives of rural Bengal. Sir, we have come here to serve the 
country beat and we should think over the matter tow we ca n -do this. 
First of all, I would remind the House that the ilfiteracy of Bengal is 
one of the sevep wonders # of the world. 90 per cent, of our people are 
illiterate, and who are those people? These are the poor cultivators 
and tillers of the soil. If free $ml compulsory primary education be 
introduced into the country, the poor children of the cultivators and 
the day labourers would derive the benefit* I can very well te \\ the 
Government and the leaders of*the con ntry-»-t hose leaders who are 
crying for the liberty of the country so much — that fifty do not cry so 
much for free and compulsory primary education for the poor children 
of the cultivators of the soil.* Sir, during our election propaganda*, 
when we went to the electorate, we heard our village teachers' ques- 
tioning us “Sir, wc luflV been hearing schemes a#ter schemes which # the 
Government # is prepay ng, Jmt nothing hnj been done.” The first 
scheme was that of Mr. Bis$, then eamt* one made by Hon’ble Sir 
Nazimuddin and another ^y Hon’ble Mr. Azizul Haque. There Tias 
thus been scheme After scheme but no scheme ha? yet been materialised, 
because whoever the question of free and compulsory primary tAluca- 
tion came up and the questiori of moijey arose, the answer was, there 
was nt^ money. I ask the House why there should not be money for 
free and compulsory education? Sir, I ask the House who produced 
the wealth of the country? I should say that money is produced by 
the cultivators and labourers. But when the question comes up for 
education of the children of those poor cultivators, will the Government 
or the House be justified in depriving those children of the poor people 
of that, though they produced the nations’ wealth, and should 90 per 
cent, of the poor people be kept in ignorance and darkness? So I 
respectfully appeal to the members of the Hoyse and especially to the 
Hon’ble Education Minister that without further delay the Cabinet 
should take up the cau$e of free and compulsory primary education. T 
also appeal particularly to the hon’ble friends of all groups to support 
my proposal and to put pressure upon the Cabinet to take up the cause 
of primary education wit!) out a moment’s delay.’ The rural Bengal is 
paying greater share of revenue into the exchequer afi<) wfll the popular 
Government be justified in spending greater portion of^he money for 
higher education, collegiate education and University •education ? It 
does not matter much if the higher education could be stopped for 10 
years more and the money be spent for primary and secondary educa- 
tion. I therefore respectfully appeal to the Chief Minister and other 
members of the Cabinet that without a moment’s delay the cause of 
free and compulsory primary education should be taken up. 


At this stage t^j^Hoyse was adjourned for 15 minutes. 
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(After adjournment.) 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to lend 
my support to the motion moved by my friend Maulvi Tamizuddin 
Khan. Rural primary education has long been overdue. Everybody 
in this House has given during the election time pledges to the elec- 
torate that this is the first thing to which he would draw tbs attention 
of Government, but after being in this legislature we are finding that 
this question is being shelved. We do not know when it will be intro- 
duced. Practically, primary education is the trying need of the 
country, but it has not been able to receive any attention in the hands 
of Government. Sir, I, as hailing from the district of ‘Mymensingh, 
may remind the House that, so far as the district of iMymeirsingh is 
concerned, the District Board, the Local Boards, 'jhe District School 
Board, and the Union Board Association of that district have 
unanimously recommended to Government for introducing free and 
compulsory primary education in the district'! ^of Mymensingh, and, 
probably, on their insistent demand Government we^e pleased to direct 
by a* notification that sonpe of the provisions of the Primary Education 
Act would some into force in that district on the firsh of January, 
1937. In accordance with that notification, preliminaries have been 
finished — I mean the site selection for- schools and other things have 
been finished, and as many as 2,800 school have been selected for this 
district, and notices have been issued for the realization of the education 
cess, and t lie 1st of June, 1937, lias been fixed as the date from which 
the tax would have been realized. But, in the mean time there was 
some agitation on foot by some interested persins and some public 
meetings were held in different places, mostly by zemindars, and in 
some of them resolutions were passed that people did not want primary 
education with taxation'/ Certainly, Sir, T for myself also do not want 
that there should he primary education with taxation, but the point is 
that the Primary Education Act was passed in 1930, but its operation 
has been put off only for want of funds. I want definitely to know 
from the Hon ’hie the Chief Minister whether it is possible to introduce 
this Act within a very short time, I mean within a month or two, 
without- taxati^Y. If that is impossible’ let the Act be enforced without 
taxation. But if that is not possible, I want that it should be intro- 
duced even with taxation, so far at least the district of Mymensingh is 
concerned. From an interpellation which I put to the Hon’ble Minister 
for Education 1 find that in the district of Mymensingh Rs. 1,83,000 
was spent for primary education in that district from provincial 
revenues. The estimated receipts from an education cess, if imposed, 
-will be Rs. 9,07,000 and odd. However, T think that so far as the 
district of Mymensingh is concerned, the Act can be introduced even 
without taxation. There is a surplus of 34 lakhs jn the budget, and as 
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all the preliWnaries have been mack, I think a start may be made in this 
district with ffchis surplus that is in the hands of the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister. And after this experiment in MVmensingh, it may 
be extended to two or thre£ districts, or to all the ^districts in Bengal 
if found practicable. Now, I intend to draw your attention to one or 
two other aspects. As the scheme has been drawn up by the Education 
Department, each school that is to be established under the Primary 
Education Act will have three teachers, with a pay of Rs. 16, Rs. 12, 
and Rs. 10 respectively a month; and* of th^se three teachers the two 
with the higher salaries fnust be trgined teachers^ So far as the district 
of Mymensingh ^.concerned, it is expected that there will be about 
2,800 schools. According # to that declaration we need 5,600 trained 
teachers for our district hlone,,but at present there are only 1,785* 
trained teachersf in our district. There are only four guru training 
institutions, viz., ohe r^Kishoreganj with >4 ser^fl, one at Sadar with 
40 seats, one at TangaH with 20 seats, and one at Jamalpur with 20 
seats. There is no training centre in the # !Setrokona subdivision, but 
there is one that is matfiTlTtiied by a Missionary Society. So that, In 
all probability, there are not more tliah 100 or Kltf seats available for 
the training of primary education teachers — • • 

(At this stage, the member*having /'cached the time-limit, resumed 
Ins ,seat % ) 

» 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in 
rising to speak on this motion I would like to submit only two definite 
proposals. Every one is complaining of want of money, and without 
money it is simply impossible to do anything for primary education. 

It is not a matter of 1 lakh or 2 lakhs l*ut of erores and crores. There- 
fore my definite suggestion is that free and compulsory primary 
education must be introduced without any taxation whatsoever, so that 
it might be appreciated by the public. Otherwise, there will be great 
agitation everywhere although there are some districts in Bengal which 
are prepared to accept primary education with taxation, even. There 
are many chowkidars in each village; formerly, ( they were under the 
management and supervision of the police, hut sinc^ the*introduction 
of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919, th»^ were# placed 
under the control of each union board. The chowkidars’ pay amounts 
to Rs. 1,000 per annum for each union board, and the union board has 
to meet this pay out of their collections, so that about 90 per cent, of 
the total income of a union board goes to meet th£ pay of the chowkidars 
and a very small amount is left for village upliftment work. My 
experience is that this money spent on chow r kidars and dafadars is 
absolutely wasted. • They are supposed to w'atch and guard the villages, # 
but actually they do not do anything to prevent thefts, burglaries, 
incendiarism, riots, jnurder, etc. Nothing is done by them to prev&it 
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a 11 these crimes. Their duty has become simplfy to give^l ams to the 
President Panchayat , go to the markets for making purcfiases for them, 
and carry out their orders and simply to dance attendance on them. 
Sir. we are g§ttin£ self-government gradually and we must learn to 
guard ourselves! Therefore, I propose that the posts of chowkidars 
be abolished, and that their pay should be diverted to the maintenance 
of four, five, or six primary schools, as are required, according to the 
area and dimension of each union board, supplemented by» the present 
grants which the District Board and the Government make to the 
union boards. I do not think that more than six schools will be 
necessary in e^ch union board. I’ therefore suggest that the chow- 
kidars be abolished, and* only one peon may be attached to the union 
i board to help the president. Sir, there is no chowkidari 4 system in the 
Arracans which is adjacent to the district of Ohittagomg. When these 
people, viz., the Arracanis and the Hughs*, can* manage their own 
affairs without chowkidars, I do not see*why we should not be able to 
do so. We are better educated and mqr'e advanced and civilized than 
these Arracanis and Mughs, and that is edK + he more reason why we 
should be able to without chowkidars, and defend ourselves. In 
sonjje parts of my district village defence societies have been formed. 
So, while we are getting self-government we must trylo defend our- 
selves and form defence societies. From my long experience of villages 
I can say that the only important work which the chowkidars 'perform, 
viz., the supply of information as regards births and deaths and keeping 
registers for that purpose, may now he done by the primary school 
teachers without any trouble or difficulty. In support of my argument 
I shall read an extract from an article which was published in the 
Statesman of the 9th of August, 19*17, under the heading ‘Path to 
Progress’. ‘‘The imposition of taxes on agricultural incomes above 
a fixed minimum and the abolition of the chowkidari tax were advocated 
as measures which could he adopted by the Government for the amelio- 
ration of the lot of the tenants by Mr. Krishna Balia v Sahay, 
Parliamentary Secretary, Land Revenue, in a "speech at Si wan, North 
Bihar.” I, therefore, most respectfully urge my chlleagues, the 
honourable members of this House, to give due consideration to my 
proposals, vj<?., whether there is any necessity for keeping these useless 
fellows wdio a burden on the poor rate-pavers of the village unions, 
and whether we should not use the money thus saved for spreading 
primary education amongst the masses. 

k Now% I come to my second point, viz., non-recurring charges. This 
relates to section 18C of the Bengal Tenancy Act under which all 
unclaimed landlords’ fees and landlords’ transfer-fees deposited with 
the Collector and all fees deposited with the Collector under the appro- 
1 priate section shall, unless accepted or claimed by the landlords within 
5 ^years from the date of service of notice, be forfeited tQ Government, 
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to be credii^d to the ttstrict Boards, within the respective jurisdictions 
of which sucfy fees accumulate. It is well known that lakhs of rupees 
have been accumulated as landlords’ transfer-fees and have not been 
withdrawn; so they have been forfeited to Government to be credited 
to District Boards. Accordingly my proposal is that this huge sum 
should be diverfed to medt the non-recurring charges involved in the 
construction of school buildings, and also for their equipment and 
furniture. •Thus, annually we can get from this source 4 or 5 lakhs 
a year for the nex # t five to six years. »I would request the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister to Ifet »us know how much money has accumulated at 
present under this bead and how'much Is anticipated *to Re disbursed 
to the joint landlords. I believe that there fyas been an accumulation 
of 30 to 40 lakhs of rupees. So, the cost of construction, acquisition 
of land, purchase of furniture, etc., etc., may be easily met from this 
source. Many roa&ls fyte being taken up .by tjje Road Development 

Fund. So there will be a saving under this head to the District Board. 

• • • • 

With these few words I mbst respectfully ask the house to consider 
my suggestions. ^ * * 


Maulvi A'OLAD H OSSA IN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the first 
and foremftst duty of the Legislature under an autonomous Government 
is to introduce free and*eompulftory primary education in the province. 
The vast majority of the population is steeped in the darkness of 
ignorance and if we want to raise them socially, politically and 
economically we must first of all give them education to strengthen 
their backbone. The gross illiteracy of the masses combined with 
their appalling poverty hasten a positive set-back to their progress 
in every walk of life. • # 

There has been a consistent and insistent move both inside and 
outside this House to ameliorate the economic condition of the masses 
but may I ask, Sir, how is it possible to bring about economic regenera- 
tion of the people without proper education? 

Sir, we on this side of the House have mostly come from villages 
and of all men we know •how the demon of illiteracy has been causing 
serious impediments towards all healthy progress. The Agriculturists 
of to-day are hovering in the darkness of ignorance.* They* do not 
know simple arithmetical calculations and as such th^* fall an easy 
prey to the exacting landlords’ officers. They are most superstitious 
in their dealings, uneconomic in their ways of ^ife and unaware of. the 
elementary rules of hygiene regardless of their future. They have got 
their grievances but do not know how to get them redressed. This is 
a thing which can hardly be allowed to remain longer. 

We are bound by our election pledge to introduce primary, education* 
ftud we must honour that pledge if we are to justify our presences, in 
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this House. Taxation or no taxation, we want it immediately. To 
give effect to the Primary Education Act some spade woi4k is necessary, 
namely, to make & general survey of the whole of Bengal in order to 
select sites for schools considering area, rfumber of school-going hoys 
and local conditions and secondly, a sufficient number of gurus are to be 
trained so that we may get the services of the requisite number of 
gurus when necessary. I have to draw here the attention of the 
Hon’ hie the Chief Minister, who is Minister in charge of 1 Education, 
towards the improvement of the guru-training schools. The number 
of "gurus in each school and the method of theii training has to be 
improved according to the present education system : but I need not 
dilate upon it here for the present. I would like to make it clear to the 
#IIon’ble Minister in charge of Education, that the volume of public 
opinion is strongly in favour of the introduction of compulsory primary 
education at the earliest possible opportunity. c . 

Rome measure of taxation in this respect may he necessary, hut we 
won’t grudge it. We cannot tolerate any delay in the matter of its 
introduction. The Hon’hle Chief Ministef^nfay feel some amount of 
delicacy to impost* “taxation in View of his declaration on the eve of 
elec, ion, hut I would like to inform him that we are sick of waiting. 
People will not mind to pay taxes when they will realise that at a 
minimum loss they will he deriving maximum gain. 

They will surely realise the importance ot education in the words 
of Kobindrannth that “The hoy who reads in the thatched house has 
greater contact with the civilised world than with the illiterate 
neighbour”. 

We will not press this motion if we get an assurance from the 
Hon’hle Chie* Minister that piimary education is going to be intro- 
duced shortly. 


Maulvi MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Mr. Speaker, it is neeTlless to say 
that the problem of free and compulsory primary education has been 
the burning question of the day and has l>een the (Tying need of millions 
upon millions of the people of the country. 

It was overdue, Mr. Speaker, overdue even a hundred years back. 

I crave your indulgence to cite incidentally a few quotations from 
the sayings of the Holy Prophet some 14 centuries ago regarding 
education. lit said “Education is incumbent upon both the males and 
females’’. “The ink of a scholar is holier than the blood of the 
martyr.’ Furthermore, “To listen to the instructions of science and 
^learning for an hour only is more meritorious than attending the 
funerals of a thousand martyrs, more meritorious than standing up in 
prayer in a thousand nights”. Tlius we see what an impetus was given 
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to education bjt the Holy Prophet arid it was even more than compulsory 
at the time. But now after some 1,400 years we are fighting to make ' 
primary education compulsory wdiile some 95 per cent, are illiterate 
under some civilised power’s rule and administration/ 

This discussion on free pnd compulsory primary education reminds 
me of one pathetic scene of 1930 when the Free Primary Education Act 
was passed. At that time it was the Congress which walked out of the 
Council in protest of that Primary Education Act, nay, even more, an 
Hon’ble Minister of that time walked out of ihe Cabinet and resigned 
from the ministry in protest of the passing of tha^ Free Primary Educa- 
tion Act. It was Shame, unutterable shame for the Cotigress when it 
was in power not to push thjs Act and not the* least shame on the part 
of the Government too not* to introduce this Free and Compulsory" 
Primary ftducatffm Act earlier. One thing, I beg to be excused for 
mentioning in this connection, is the amendment o^the Bengal Tenancy 
Act in 1928. In that year nj*v friends on the opposite, T mean the 
Congress, passed section 2G1) — •tlie section of the landlords’ transfer 
fees, for which almost hdTTNi (Tore of rupees was extracted from tlA 
pockets of the unfortunate illiterate agriculturist Rp for section 20E, the 
section of Pre-emption for which some 30 lakljp of rupees is generally 
extorted, and for section 88, the section of subdivision of tenancy in 
which four times the rent was ordered to'be paid to the landlords. Now 
we see tfiat for all these ^alxnit a«crore of rupees per year is taken out 
of the pockets of the unfortunate agriculturists. It is a shame for the 
Congress to pass such an Act when it was in power and also a shame for 
the Government which allowed that Act to be passed. T think not a 
single day should be allowed to pass in repealing that Act. 

% 

Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, *1 do not like to la> r great stress 
on the necessity of primary education because it is indisputable, in my 
opinion, that intellectual advancement of the ifiasses is a great neces- 
sity. If we can give intellectual food to the masses than our cry of 
starvation, distress and suffering of the masses ^ould cease. If we can 
give intellectual food to the people, they can assert their rights and 
privileges and earn food for their stomach. If Jthe masses of our 
country are intellectually advanced, the members of this House would 
not be able to deceive them in the* manner they are doing n«iv. We have 
given pledges that we shall give primary education without taxation. 
But when we are returned we forget our pledges and are going to raise 
various pleas by way of explanations that as there is no sufficient money 
free primary education cannot be introduced without fresh taxation/ I 
fully realise that money won’t be coming from heaven, but I think we 
ought to be able to find money out of our revenue of Rs. 12,17,00,000 
without levying any new tax. Levy of any new tax is impossible. , 
People have not a single pie to spare. ■ I can say from my • personal 
experience thatepeogle of^our country cannot even pay Re. 1 or Rs.*2 
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to the primary teachers per year. When the i)ebt Conciliation Boards 
were formed for 5 or 6 months back in our Daudkrfndi Union in 
Tippera, people were crying for their establishment almost everywhere, 
but when they heard that all the maha-jatis would be invited there and 
the ktsta would be given oil a total estimate of the dues of all the 
mahajans, they refrained to go to the hoards, because they were not in 
a position to pay any kist at all. When 12 years back these people 
were in affluent circumstances there was no talk of ihee primary 
education by the masses. Nov*, when the Mussalmans of our country 
cannot pay Re. 1 or Rs. 2 a year for the teachers and munshis they 
want Government to give them primary education. The only remunera- 
tion that the teachers and munshis get is what can be given out of the 
• District Board grants because the villagers cannot pay anything 
although they intend to educate their boys and girlsa I saj that the 
masses are not in a pposition to pay taxes and^if th*y were in a position 
to pay any tax, they could themselves engage primary teachers as they 
used to do before and wopld not have, t ailed * for Government help, 
yhe only source which is open to us therefp»fc. v is curtailment of expendi- 
ture, but my friends of the Coalition group who t are bent on lending 
their support to the Ministry have helped them to get the Police 
demand passed on the pretext of public safety and • allowed other 
demands passed for feeding the bellies of the high salaried officials. 
They are very liberal so far as that is concerned, but in regard to the 
question of the real welfare of the masses, fney have nothing to say. 

I am concerned with the question of educating the masses without the 
imposition of further taxation, but I am surprised to hear the supporters 
of the Ministry talking of taxation to have free and compulsory primary 
education. I must therefore tell the Hon’ble the Chief Minister that 
if he takes recourse to further taxation he will simply dig the grave of 
his own future political career. With these words, Sir, I support the 
cut motion. 


Babtl UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: It seems that this question of 
free and compulsory primary education is going to be agitated over and 
over again in this House and that without any result but I do not 
know how long it will take this House like its predecessor to solve this 
problem. Sir, I think it was Plato w T ho said, labour is the source of all 
wealth. Thecal wealth of Bengal ie produced by its labouring class 
which is mainly agriculturist. May I ask this House therefore on 
behalf of thar labouring class as to how long they are going to debate 
over this question without doing anything? The late Mr. Gokhale was 
the first exponent in India of free and compulsory primary education. 
Measures for primary education were twice introduced in the last 
Council, but the question was shelved. Then, if I remember aright, 
the Hon’ble Khwa.ja Sir Nazimuddin, as the then Minister in charge 
of Education, introduced a measure for the third time in the last 
Council when to my utter astonishment, I found the followers of 
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Mr. Gokhale^ opposing 1 that Bill* And if I remember aright, 
on that issue, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, who was a Minister 
at that time* resigned, and that as a mark of protest 56 Hindu 
representatives of the Iasi? Council walked out* It is beyond 
mv power to understand what was the secret behind that 
protest. In that Council* in the year 1928, one of the gentlemen of the 
European group supported the measure very strongly, and the whole 
European gr#up supported the Bill that was passed. Now again in this 
year 1937, I find Mr, Wordsworth saying, if I understood him correctly, 
that if the scheme propounded for imparting free and compulsofy 
primary education to the agricultural population cannot, be*put into 
operation, it is better to re-organise the existyig primary schools. I 
have no dispute with tim ever that.* In one of our district board 
meetings, h was suggested by the Chairman that if we give such a poor 
pittance to poor school listers, nothing can.be done to improve tlyj 
standard of teaching imparted,* especially as the instruction of Govern- 
ment is to go on increasing th£ number of # st1iools without increasing 
their efficiency. I think ^l^fefore that Mr. Wordsworth is right, bu^ 
my point is not whether Government is, going to # iptroduce free and 
compulsory primary education or whether considering all the circum- 
stances it is ntressarv to improve the existing # primary schools. Sly 
point is that it is the duty of this House to see that the agricultural 
populatotf of Bengal who are producing 90 per cent, of the wealth of 
the province must be giV$n their just due. If we neglect them, we 
should be failing in our duty. This is a demand against which, I think, 
there is not one dissentient voice, but the queston is, how to introduce 
it, what scheme is to lie adopted, and wherefrom the money is to come? 
To me who is new to this Council and who know very little of the 
administration of this province, a suggestion did strike me that this 
year’s surplus in the Budget could lie well spent in this direction. But 
I find that the major portion of it has been sptyit in embellishing all 
the other departments which are going on merrily with the result that 
only a surplus of Its. 34,00,000 is left, out of whjeh a good portion will 
go to meet the increased expenditure of our Legislature and other sundry 
expenses. I hope, Sir, 

(At this stage, the member having reached the’time-lin^it, resumed 
his seat.) , , 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: May I be permitted to say a few words 
on account of the aspersions made against our group by 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I must tell you that there has 
been no aspersion of any kind. 1 must say, however, that there have 
been frequent interruptions both from that section of the House as 
well as your section which only interfere with the transaction of 
business of this Legislature. This, I must tell you, shpuld be 
deprecated. 
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Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Mr. Speaker, f 'Sir, ther^is no denying 
the fact that everybody is anxious for the introduction of free and 
compulsory primary education in this province. Primary, education is 
essential for the political, economic, social and general advancement of 
the country. But the question is, how to introduce it. I am told that 
an Act had been passed in 1930, but it coilld not be given effect to for 
want of funds. The matter was, therefore, shelved. Now there is a 
universal demand that primary education should be introduced at the 
earliest possible opportunity and the mover of this^ motion says that it 
must be done without taxation, if possible, if liot, then by taxation. 
The next ■'quepi ion is,' when'-can we introduce it. Can we introduce 
just at the present moment or can we wait for sometime more? These 
are the two questions which I thought within myself. 

As for the first point, namely, the introduction 4 of primary education 
without taxation, it* seems to me to be impossible. (A voice: Oh, no.) 
My learned friend says that it is impossible. I say, Si^, it would have 
been possible if we were able to cut the expenditure under various heads 
most drastically, but that was not found possible (A voice: Why not?) 

because the budget under those heads are already passed. The 

question, therefore, is, ore we prepared to pay further fixation for the 
introduction of primary education. I think, if you want free and com- 
pulsory primary education, you must be ready to pay the minimum tax 
for its introduction. (A voice: But We are paying the maximum tax.) 
Mr. Ramizuddin Ahmad has said that we can manage to impart 
elementary education to our boys at home by engaging a Munshi at 
Rs. 2 per month and we are not in a position to pay further taxation. 
But, Sir, even if you pay Rs. 10 to a Munshi per month, you cannot 
have that education which you can have in a well-established public- 
school in which the cost of education would be much less. In a school 
you got quite a different atmosphere from that at home. Besides, Sir, 
primary education does not concern individual students, but hoys and 
girls in general. 

I %- 

As 1 have already said, there is absolutely no controversy that there 
should he primary education. So far as the time when it should he 
introduced j* concerned, I think it is not possible to have it all at once, 
although my. friend, Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, seems to be anxious to 
introduce it all at once. We might have given our pledges to our 
various constituencies at the time of the general election that we must 
get introduced free and compulsory primary education at the earliest 
possible moment. But, we find now that it is not possible to have 
primary education without recourse to further taxation and that I sub- 
mit must take time. It has been said that if we" wait for five years, 
that is, till the next election, we will he nowhere ; but I tell you, we are 
not going to wait so long. I want to have it as early as possible, say, 
within a year or two, and I must tell you that primary ^education is not 
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so much thevJoncern, of the poor agricultural people of Bengal as the 
amelioration olf their abject economic condition. I think until we have 
done away fvith some obnoxious taxes, namely, tka*t on tobacco and 
some other articles and until we are able to amend tile Bengal Tenancy 
Act to our satisfaction, it will not be possible for us to levy the proposed 
Education Cess. * * 

(The member, having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

Dr. NAUNAKSH^A SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to supyprt 
the motion of Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, and 1 die it not vit^ a view to 
repeat the arguments of the previous speakers as to the ifrgency oi great 
necessity o^j^preading primary education in fltis province, but l do it 
with a view to take up the chaWenge of some of my friends m this 
House as to how primary education can be made compulsory and free 
without further taxaticfff. That is the proposition which 1 want *to 
develop, and if any constructive suggestion ,is worth anything to the 
present Ministry, and if constructive suggestions have any value with 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, T would usk him to give me a litfte 
patient hearing, htir, I feel that the eiltire polic\ f ftf primary ediuation 
in this province has been mistaken and misdirected. If, instead* of 
utilising the resources of education for certain political purposes we 
had the % objective that whatever consequences may follow, we will take 
the torch of education every* door, things would have been quite 
different. Sir, I am not speaking as an idealist merely. When six or 
seven years ago 1 came back from Europe I came with this sole objective 
kept high in my life that whatever happens in direct field of politics, 
it will be my sole ambition in life to spread primary education to the 
masses of India as much as ’possible. With that objective in view, I 
approached the District Board of Mundiidabad which wa| at that time 
presided over by that illustrious son of Bengal, the late Maharaja 
Mauindra Chandra Nandy, of Kasimbazar, ai!d I put forwaid my 
scheme before him. If that scheme were adopted and followed, we 
would havtT got primary education in every village of Murshidabad by 
this time. The scheme was one w r hich was actually put through in a 
big country like Russia jmd it was promulgated, by no loss a reputed 
educationist than Minister Commissar Lunacharski. , Ths^t scheme has 
only one simple basis. The scl/eme is to invite non-official co-operation 
as much as possible. If you w*ant a large number of ignorant people 
to be educated quickly you have to get the students, the* young men of 
the province, to go round as torch-bearers of knowledge from house to 
house, from village to village during the times when they have their 
recesses, with the curriculum not merely confined to teaching the people 
the three “Rs” for* a few hours but to give them the knowledge of their 
country, a little history of it, the political atmosphere and also th^ 
economic surroundings. In a country like India where there are agri- 
cultural problems, the industrial problems, and particularly in Bengal, 
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the home industries, the students should go reunci from Tillage to Ullage 
during their recesses imparting knowledge on those subjects also. 

The scheme that I lay before the District Board of Hurshidabad 
was at first looked < with some little suspicion by some nomoflicial 
members, but I may tell you, to my great, surprise, and amazement, 
some of the District Board official members found great possibilities in 
the scheme and in the District Board meeting where I was invited tc 
explain the system when I could with success convince some of t these 
official members, everybodj r considered the scheme i workable and adopted 
it. Then came the siege of difficulty. The District Inspector ' of 
Schools was senr for, the scheme was put up before hiffi, and he privately 
sent for me and told me that he likes the scheme and that it could be 
worked with very little cost and found that? by spending a sura of 
B8. 100 only we could reach the villagers of the Murshi'dabad district in 
five years through a i^et-work of primary schooL; but officially he could 
not support the scheme. The scheme was that we would have certain 
areas marked out and in those areas the, high school teachers and the 
high school headmasters would be entrustt^Ttoith the task of opening 
Up new schools in e vv.ry village. I had personall> approached many 
headmasters during the course of my tours and many headmasters most 
gladly agreed to have this additional taok oil their heads, because they 
knew that if they could multiply the primary schools their own students 
-would increase. There is a big College fit Berhjunpore and the Principal 
of the College was very enthusiastic and the young professors of the 
College would gladly take up the task of supervising the working of 
several schools in the area under several headmasters. 

If we have non-official agencies as district education boards, if we 
had through those non-official agencies .teaching arrangements made, 
if we had onV kept, so far as Government was concerned, control over 
the purse, that alone would give education with little Government cost. 
I submit that I say w*ith some amount of feeling of regret that in 
matters financial I am not as yet in a position to say that non-official 
agency would be an ideal, but so far as other things are concerned, so 
far as teaching is concerned, so far as the administrative supervision 
is concerned, I would leave everything in the hands of a non-official 
agency. On nich basis I calculated that if I had 20 lakhs of rupees only 
per year., I eop^d give primary education free to Bengal in course of five 
years. 

* 

(The member, having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

* ^ 

Tha Hoit’bto Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I am extremely grate- 
ful to my friend Mr. Tamizuddin Khan for having initiated this debale 
apd giving me an opportunity of making a public announcement as to 
what has been done in the past and what we propose to do in future 
regarding the introduction of a system of free primary education in 
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Bsuijal* xuere seems No* be a felHng abroad that we have been 
culpably negligent andWltterly callous to the insistent demands of our 
countrymens for the introduction of a System of free primary educa- ' 
tion and that for the policy V want of policy which we have adopted 
we deserve fiorpe amount of condemnation. Those who talk of the intro- 
duction. of f®£* primary education in a province like Bengal seem in 
most cases to be ignorant of the stupendous nature of the task and of 
the magnitude of the work that has got to be done even if you wish to 
touch the fringe o£ the great problem. Sir, during the last two months 
we <hafe done— what 1 ihay call— yen useful *pmle work jn order to 
take up -the question* of the introduction of a system <ff free primary 
education in Bengal. Nir ; we have made £ detailed survey of the 
existing facilities tor primary wluciition and a mass of material has 
been collected giving the names of union hoards with their areas, the 
number of inhabited villages in each union, ’popvjation of each village 
according to the Census of *1931, the probyble number of hoys of 
primary school-going age between (i and # l(), the names of existing 
primary schools and mdkuJts for hoys and girls and whether the 
schools were board-managed or aided of unaided, # flie amount of exist- 
ing annual grant, the names of middle English and union madrflsas 
in each union? the number of ‘pupils in each school, Hindus and 
Muslims, hntli hoys and girls. Not only this, Sir; we have prepared 
maps wfiieh show at a prance Ike nature of the primary schools that 
exist throughout the province, their location and all necessary parti* 
culars so far as the primary schools are concerned. We have with ub 
maps .of each t liana throughout the* province of the kind of which I 
have got a. sample in my hand. This map. Sir, is a map of police- 
station' 'in the dish ict ot •Jhieea. Here in thi^ map we have 
mapped om ihe unions one by one, in flach union we have marked the 
villages, in each village we have marked the schools that at present 
exist of the lower primary and the upper prinfary type. Sir, l hope 
the House will not now say that we have been idle. If you consider 
the amount®of time and money that has been* spent, the amount of 
labour that lias been involved iu collecting this information, you will 
realise that wlia( lias beey achieved in the natuje of spade work Kas 
not been inconsiderable; but that, Sir, only is the 'beginning. The 
survey that we have undertake!? reveals certain very im‘,*>rtanf facts. 
These materials show that there are roughly about orn^ lakh and 10 
thousand villages in Bengal situated in nearly o thousand unions, and 
about 29 thousand villages have one or more schools of the lo\Yei 
primary status and about 9 thousand of the upper primary status; in 
other words, in about 72 thousand villages in this province there are 
no*primary schools either of the lower primary or the upper primary 
standard. Now, Sir, not only this : the school that do exist are very # 
unevenly distributed. There is a plethora of 'primary schools* in aomo 
areas while others |re absolutely devoid of anything in the nature of 
22 _ " 
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primary schools. To take one jexampll, in the district of Dinajpu/ 
there are nearly 8 thousand villagesoand thfcre are 3 thousand primary 
schools, whereas in the district of Bakarga'n* --there are about 4 
thousand villages but there are *6 thousand primaty schools. •'One Would 
carry away the impression that in the district of Bakarganj not only 
has each village a primary school but in some villages there are more 
than one. The truth, however, is that in some villages in Bakarganj 
there are not only more than one in one village but I found six 
primary schools, and where there are hundreds of villages there are no 
primary schools absolutely. One of the problems, therefore, that face 
us is to secure, if po^ible, something like an even distribution of 
primary school,, throughout the province. One* \yay to tackle the 
problem is to leave the existing schools as they are and try to intro- 
duce schools in those areas where there are none either all at once, if 
possible, or gradually by any means that we may adtipt. 

Sir, now comes tb' question of cost. It hAt been found that if we 
attempt to have a school unit of about OTie mile radius with a school 
serving something like a ei'tcle of one mile radius or roughly for an 
area of three square miles with a population of 2.000 one primary 
school, and if we havfc three teachers for each school with an average 
of lo5 children in each and if we pay for three teachers at the rate of 
Rs. 1G for the headmaster and Rs. 12 for two other teachers, it would 
require about Rs. 540 per annum for each school including" a sum for 
contingency and that the total cost fdr the vhole province would be 
somewhere near about Rs. 1 crore and 20 lakhs a year. It is true that 
if we have a less ambitious scheme, the cost per year would certainly 
be proportionately less. The question, therefore, is whether we should 
have an elaborate scheme or carry on with whatever resources we 
possess and be content with primary scIkhJIs ot a primitive kind which 
practically coat us nothing. MV friend Mr. Tamizuddin was wander- 
ing* the scheme which Mahatma Gandhi has in his mind when he 
said that there can be primary education with absolutely no cost what- 
soever. His scheme is very plain and very simple. If you allow your 
boys to squat under a tamarind tree and have their lessons from some 
kind o'.' guru mahasay I am quite sure you can have a school by supply- 
ing the git ru mahasay a with pan and tobacco and something towards his 
breakfast and* that would not cost Government or anybody more than 
Rs. 1,000 a y Jar for the whole province. But that is not the kind of 
primary education which the educationists of the present seem to 
favour and their idea is to have a more improved type of schools with 
trained teachers, better paid teachers and a much better teaching than 
is imparted in the primary' schools that now r exist. I may say at once 
that I am personally against the imposition of taxation of any kind 
and that is the reason why I have been hesitating in enforcing the 
Primary Education Act rigorously throughout the province. My 
friend has said that I have been — I did not catch his exact words 
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* 

The Hon’ble A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I frill take another 5 
minutes or so. As my friend has said, I have been feeling some deli- 
cacy in introducing the Ac\. There is no question of delicacy. I was 
trying to find out the ways and means for having the Act introduced 
without the^imposition of any taxation whatsoever. Now, Sir, I find 
that there are districts, not all, in Bengal inhere the members of tjie 
Legislative Assembly ^nd other non-official gentlemen are insisting 
that the Primary Education Act should be enforced; anti as one mem- 
ber has said that he would like to have primaiy education, taxation or 
no taxation!* ’’Whatever the case ,maV be, he would have the Primary 
Education* Act introduced at once. As against that I have been work- 
ing at another schenle wlgeh is less ambitious and^herefore less costly. 

I have been thinking of havitig primary education imparted through 
the medium of* union boards a?*d with that*end in view I visited two 
of the North Bengal district Bogra and Djnajpur, and 1 had disciu? 
sion with the Presidents and prominent* members*^ union boards the 
ways and means a* to liow priman educating could be impaled 
through the nffetiium of union boards by the imposition of taxes under 
section '67(b) and the amendment of section 38, b\ doing away with 
the maxiTnum of taxation. Sir,*in some cases the union boards are 
unwilling to undertake the task of imposing taxation. In Bogra, there- 
fore, I found that the Collector, Mr. Nurunnabi Chowdhurj, lias hit 
upon a plan which is working von successfully and which, if it mate- 
rialises, will sol<T*"the question of imparting primary education at a 
minimum of cost and in the shortest, possible time. He is having 
piimary schools establishment through voluntary effort in itfaees where 
they have what is called palhsamaj . ile has already filled one-fourth 
of the district with primary schools and he expe<*ts nearabout a couple 
of years to fill the whole district with primary schools of an improved 
type and with as little cokt as possible. This is,* of course, an experi- 
ment which hat got to be worked. To woik this, therefore, what I 
propose to do is that in tli^se districts where the yedple are prepared 
or at any rate the majority of the population are prepared, and the 
leaders of public opinion are prepared, to face the taxatwn that is 
involved in the enforcement of the Primary Education Act of 1930, 

I will go on with the working of the Act; but in other places I shall 
wait and watch how the system adopted by the Collector of Bogra could 
be utilised for the purpose of imparting primary 'education with very 
little cost* Sir, I would be extremely grateful to my friend, 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, if he would kindly give me some of his time 
and explain to me the nature of the scheme which he has got in view * 
in order to impart primary education without taxation ; no on£ would 
be more pleaded # than 1 to find out some mean* of ha\mg primal^ 
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education without taxation. The trouble is that we cannot wait any 
longer, devising means and schemes and doing nothing when the cry 
is insistent that we should wait no longer. I am therefor^ proceeding 
cautiously: in those places where, as I have said, the people are pre- 
pared to bear the burden of taxation, I will proceed with the Act; but 
in other places if alternative schemes are put forward which really 
give a satisfactory solution of the problem, I would only be too glad 
to take non-official help and to go on with the scheme' of primary 
education. I may tell this House that in the district of Mymensingh 
the previous Government issued a notification for the imposition of the 
tax and enforcement of the provisions of the Act* As soon I came 
t into office I received numerous protests and I am simply staggered at 
the amount of agitation that has teen caused over the notification that 
was issued. By the 16th of September the landlords will be paying 
tile whole of t he Education Cess and by tht*' 30th September we will 
have some money in our hands in order to make a beginning. My 
friend, Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, has said that Government owes an 
explanation as lo why the working of the Act has been stopped in 
Mymensingh. As L nave said, there has been no stoppage of the work, 
th£ notification that was issued has not been withdrawn and 1 have 
within the last three days received an application from some members 
of the Legislative Assembly representing three or four districts, who 
have urged upon me to go on with 'the imposition of the Education 
Cess under the Act of 1930. 

Now, Sir, having said all this, 1 wish to ask my friend, Mr. 
Tamizuddin Khan, to withdraw his motion. After "11, what would be 
its effect? Even supposing he takes it to a division, what would be 
the effect of a successful division? It 'would be a censure on us not 
for what we have been guilty but for the faults of our predecessors. 
We have been in office for only five months and if primary education 
has been neglected, it has been neglected by a generation of officials 
who have held office before me and who for some reason o” other could 
not undertake the introduction of primary education. Lor this reason, 
Sir, a cut -ot Ks. 100 does not affect the Ed neat ion Budget, but it would 
come as a censure on us for acts of commission or omission for which we 
cannof be held to be guilty. Having given the assurance to the House 
that 1 will not stay my hands, that we have been doing a good deal 
of work, that we have been busy collecting materials, that we have 
done some spade work and that we are now ready to go forward with 
the task, and- also the assurance that in those places where the people 
are ready we propose to go on with the scheme under the provisions of 
the Act of 1930 and in other places where the people are not so pre- 
pared to accept the burden of any taxation, we would have some alter- 
native scheme, I would ask my friend Mr. Tamizuddin Khan to with- 
draw his motion. 
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Maulvi TAMIZUDdlN KHANi Sir, I beg leave of the House to 
withdraw my motion. . 

i * 

Objection being taken t« the withdrawal of th<f motion, the quee- 
tion was pressed to a division. ’ 

• * 

A division was then taken with the following result: 


AYE8. 


AMul Hafiz, Mr. Mini. . * 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mr# Md. 

AMul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Jabbar, Mft.tt. 

AMul Jabbar galwan, Mr. Md. 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Mauili. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syed. * 

AMul Wahab Khan, Mr. s 

Abdulla-AI Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khara Bahadur A. F! M 
Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. 

Abdur Raschid Mahmood, Mr. % 

Abdur Ratheed, Maulvi Md. # 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi 8. 

Abdur Rauf, Mr. Shah. 

Abdur Razzak, Maultif 
Abdui Shaheed, Maulvi Md. 

Abidur Reza ChoWdhury, Khan Bahadur. 

Abut Haihint, Maulvi. 

Abul Quaiem, Maulvi. * 

Attab Hottain Joardar, Maulvi. 

Ahmad All, Khan Sahib Maulana Enayetpuri. 
Ahmed Ali Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmed Hosain, Mr. 

Aminullah, Maulvi. 

Amir Ali, Md. Mia. 

Aihrafali, Mr. M. 

Aulad Houain Khan, Maulvi. 

Azar Ali, Maulvi. 

Banner man, Mr. H. c. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Babu Premhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puipajit. 

Barman, Babu 8h>4ha Protad. 

Barman, Babu Upondp Nath. 

Biswas, Babu Lakehmi Narayan. 

Brasher, Mr. F. C. 

Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cron field, Mr. L. M. 

Dais, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Dai, Mr. Monmohan. 

Dan, Babu Debendra Nath. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Begum. 

Fazlul Huq, the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. 

Fazlul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Ferguson, Mr. R. H. 

Cam meter, Mr. E. 0. , 

Baiiuddin Ahmed Choudhury, Mr. 

QrilHths, Mr. C. 

Habibullah, tbo Hon’ble Nawat Bahadur K., of 
Dacca. 

HaBzutfdin Chowdhu.y, Maulvi. 

Natbom Ali Kbaa, Kbaft Babgdur. f 


Haiink Murihed, Mrs. 

Hendry, Mr. David. 

Idrii AhmetbMia, Mr. 

Iipahani, Mr. M. A. H. 

Jatimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Sahib. 

MacLauetyan, Mr. C. 8. 

Maflzuddin ChouiAury, Maulvi. 

Macguire, Mr. 1 . t. 

Mahtab.'M/haraJ Kumar Uday Chand. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 

Mandal„Mr. Banku Behari. 

Mpndal, Mr. BirabQpandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Millar, Mr. 

Moslem Ali Molfah, Maulvi. 

Mpzammel Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Sahib Maulvi Syed. 
Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Siddique, Dr. 8yed. 

Mukherji, Dr. H. C. 

Mullick, the Hon'ble Mr. Mukunda Behiry. 

Mullick, Mr. Puim Behary. 

Musharruff Hossain, the Hon'ble Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Mustagaswal Haque, Mr. Syed. 

Nandy, the Hon’ble Maharaja 8rii Chandra, of 
Ntaslmbazar. , 

Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nausher Ali, t£e Hon'ble Maulvi Syed. 

Nazimuddin K. C I. E. the Hon’ble Khwaja SI r. 
Nimmo, Mr. T. B. 

Paul, Sir Heri^anker. 

Raikat, the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. 

Roy, Babu Patiram. • 

Roy, the Hon'ble $ir Bijoy Prasad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. , # 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. c 

Saflruddin Ahmed, Haji. 

8alim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. * 

Sarker, the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Raajan. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja. % 

Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 

Tamizuddin Khan, Maulvi. 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi HaM< 

Waiiur Rahman, Maulvi. 

West, Mrs. Ellen. • 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Mr. 



846 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[26th Aug., 


I 

NOBS. 


Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Maulvi. 

Abdul Wahad, Maulvi. 

Abu Hosiain Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Abul Fazl, Mr. Md. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. 8yid. 

Aalmuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Banarji, Mr. P. 

Sanarjaa, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
Banarjaa, Mr. Sibnath. 

Bamrji, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Bannarjaa, Mr. Maneranjan. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Gobinda phandra. 
Bltwaa, Mr. Raalk Lai. 

Biiwas, Mr. Surandra Nath. 

Bata, Mr. 8arat Chandra. 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narandra Narayan. 
Ohattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. 
Chaiidhurl, Rai Harandra Nath. 

Dai, Babu Radhanath. 

Daa Gupta, Babu Khafandra Nath. 

Daa Gupta, Mr. Narandra Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Dutta Gupta, Mist Mira. 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharandu. 
EmdhrfUl Haqua, Kazi. 

Ghoaa, Mr. Atul Kriihna. 

Giaauddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Goiwami, Mr. Tula! Chandra. 


Gupta, Mr. Jofath Chandra. 

Haian Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syad. 
Hfmatsinfka, Mr. Prabhudayal. 
Jalaluddin Hathamy, Mr. Syad. 

Jonah Al? Majumdar, Maulvi. 

Khan, Mr. Dabandra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. , 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Bahari. 

Maitra, Mr. 8urandra Mohan. 

Maji, Mr. AdwaKa Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mn. Hamaprova. 

Mazumdar, Mr. Blrand'a Nath. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Chandra. 

Maniruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Koiain, Mr. 

Mukharji, Mr. Dhirandra Narayan. 
Mukherjaa, Mr. B. 

Pramanik, M’ Tarimcharan. 

Ramhuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. 

Ro;s Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

RoY, Mr. JKishori Pati. 

Roy, MV. Manmatha Nath. 

8anyal, Dr. Nalinaks;'a. 

8anyal, Mr. Sasankar 8ekhar. 

San, Babu Nagendra Nath. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. M. 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhutan. 

8ur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 


Mf. 8PEAKER : Eefore I announce the result of the division, I 
may inform you that two members entered the Aye lobby but they did 
not want to vote. Under the rules the moment they entered the Aye 
lobby their votes were recorded. 

The Ayes being 104 and the Noes 00,. the question was carried. 


Before I adjourn the House, I might announce that to-morrow I 
am going to take female education for half an hour, then certain 
motions of the scheduled caste members for half an hour, then the 
madrassah for half an hour and devote the rest, of the time on Secondary 
Education : that of course excludes the last half-hour which is ear- 
marked for European Education which is r separate demand. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 3-45 p.m. on Friday, the 27th 
August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in tlie Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
27th August, 1937, at 3-45 p.m. 


Present: 

. * 

Mr. Speaker (tlid Tlon’ble Khan Bahadur M # A/i/.cl II \qck, c.i.k.) in 
the Chair, eleven Ilon’jhle Ministers and 209 members. • 

* 

* i 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 

(to which oral answer* were given) 

• •• 

Revaluation of cess of the Khulna district. 

•• 

*86. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEfl : Will the Hon blc Minister in 
charge ?>f the Revenue Dcpai < men! bo pleased to state — 

(7) when the last general re\ aluation of cess ot the Khulna district 
was made; 

(ii) when is the n ext general revaluation normally due; 

(in) the steps that (Joveyiment intend to take to start a general 
revaluation; * « # 

(/?') the ]>rineipal and the sta|)le food crop of the district ; 

(r) whether the average value of land is liased upon the price ot 

the staple food crop; 

» • • 

(vi) whether there has been a steady decrease in the price of staple 

food cro]); * 

(r ii) if so, whether Government are aware of the hardship of the 
cess payers; , % # 

(viii) the reason for delaying the starting of another revaluation; and 
(ir) whether the Collector has been moved for taking in hand the 

revaluation of cess of the district? , 

* % 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the tfon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (■/) 1927 -U). 

(ii) 1950. 

(in) No general revaluation is intended in the immediate future.. 
(iv) Paddy. * 
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(v) The existing valuation in Khulna was made under the old Act, 

whereby annual value depended on rent, vide sections 4 and 41. Under 

the amended Act the acreage rate, and therefore the valuation, is based 

normally on the va'ue of the gross producer of land, on the assumption 

that the land produces a normal crop of paddy, vide section 107D (2). 

» • 

(vi) No, there was a sudden fall in 1931-32 and a gradual rise since 
1934. 

(mi) The incidence of cess per acre is so low that its payment should 

not ordinarily inflict any hardship whatever be ttge price of paddy. In 

Khulna any hardship there would otherwise have been owing to 

the increase imposed at the last revaluation has been mitigated by the 

rate of cess being reduced to 2*) per cent, lower than thejpaximuir). 

• * « 

(viu) (1) The last revaluation was concluded only ,7 years ago at a 
cost of lbs. 71,692 borne by District Board. Another revaluation after 
so short an interval would mean heavy .flnancal loss to the Distiiet 
Board. 

(2) There are many other districts in which revaluation was made 
earlier than 1927-30,, , Thes'* should be revalued before Khulna. 

£ 3 ) Neither staff nor funds are rvailable lor taking up several dis- 
tricts simultaneously. 

(4) The result of revaluation in Jessore district is being awaited 
before taking up revaluation under the new ^»*t in any other district. 

(ir) No. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Is it a fact that the revaluation in 
1930 worked out at 200 ]>er cent, more than the previous one? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I want notice. 

Mr. SYED JALALUbOIN HASHEMY: In view i f answer (r), does . 
he consider the desirability of starting a re\aluation in the district of 
Khulna ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is a request 
for action. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (it), 
Tfras the figure 1950 arrived at on the basis of 20 years’ interval? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, generally 
it is done after 20 years. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: In accordance with the amend- 
ing Act of the time of the late Sir P. C. Mitter, is it not a fact that re- 
valuation is done normally after the expiration of five years? 
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The Hon We Sir BliA)Y PRASAD SINGH ROY! It is quite in the 
competence of landlords and tenants to ask tor revaluation after a 
period of fi^e years, which is the minimum intervening period be- 
tween one revaluation and aifother allowed in the Ac>. 

Bflbtl NACENDRA NATH SEN: It the Hon’ble Minister finds that 
there has been a large increase over the previous assessment, is he pre- 
pared to retkice the period from 20 years to five ? 

The Hon’ble Sir B1J8Y PRASAD &INCH ROY: I am not in 'a 

position to make a definite reply to that question. 

B&bu NACENDRA NATH SE^N:*With reference to answer (r), how* 
could he tfrrive ai the conclusion that the fall in the price of paddy does 
not entail any hardship?, 

e 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJt)Y PRASAD SINQl/ ROY: Them was first a 
fall and then there was a rise, so it did not entail any hardship as sug- 
gested in the question. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Is it a fact that revaluation in 
1927-30 was worked out on the basis of Us. 4 per maund as the ]>rice of 
paddy whereas the price i,u*r mautul of paddy is now much below Its. 2? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In 1927-30, re- 
valuation was made not on the basis of price of padd\ but on the basis of 
rent. ~ 

, 4 

River Bhairab. 

•87. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: in) h the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge ofjhe Department of Communications # and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware — 

(?) that a portion of # the river Bhairab between Bagerhat jfnd 
Kachua is being silted up; , • 

(?/) that this river is the principal or practically the only waterway 

for communication between Barisal and Khulna; and 

• • 

(hi) that a large volume of traffic passes across this portion of the 
river ? • * 

(6) What staps to GovernmeDt propose taking to keep this waterway 
open for navigation? 

(c) Have the Government received any communication or petition 
with regard to # this? 
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(d) Do the Government intend taking any steps to keep the portion 
of the river Bhairab between Alaipur and Mansa in the Khulna district 
in a navigable condition? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
(IRRIGATION) DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra 
Nandy, of Kasimbazar): (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) No. The principal waterway now is via the Attve river and 
Halifax Out during ihe winter and via the Attfarabanka river during 
the monsoon. 1 

(Hi) Yes. t J 

(b) There is a proposal to improve the Bemorta khal , wfyich forms 
part of the waterway. 

( c ) Yes. 

(d) The Alaipur khal was dredged some 24 years ago, blit it rapidly 
resilted. There is a proposal for re-excavating it and providing locks 
at each end. 

ISabu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Ts the TTou’ble Minister aware that 
the principal waterway in ihe Bagerhat subdivision is that mentioned 
in ihe question and not as indicated in answer No. (ii)? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

That is my information. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (b), when 

will the pro]K)sal to improve the JJemorta Khal fructify? 

•» 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I believe after the Waterways Board is constituted. 


Additional Bank Holiday for Durga Puja. 

•&7A. MK J. N. CUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the FinancevDepartment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the Government of Bengal has declared 12th, 13th, 14th and 15th Octo- 
ber; 1937, as Bank Holidays? 

(6) Is it a fact that Durga Puja falls on 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th and 
15th October, 1937? 

^ * (c) If the answer to clause (b) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of declaring the 11th October, 1937, 
as Bank Holiday? 
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MINISTER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon ’Me 
Mr. NaNni Ranjan Sarker): (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. % 

(c) I am afraid that I am not prepared to move in the matter, owing 
to the inconvenience that tfould be caused to business houses. 

Mr. J. N# GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the refusal to 
grant the 11th of Qctober as a Bank Holiday is considered by Hindu 

workers as an undue interference with their religious performances?* 

,, • • • . 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARI£ER: I do not consider it 

an interference with the religious rights of the Hindu community? • 

• • 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: ^J T as there any such .occasion in the past when 
Government did not allow such a privilege? # 

• • » • 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN $AliKE R : I am not aware of 
but I can inform the House tflat since 1$J() fhe Piy'j^ Holidays have been 
confined to four days under the Negotiable Instruments Act. 

Dr. H. p. MUKHERJI: 1 am asking for information from one who 
is a Hiiftlu as to whether the l’uja celebration commences from Shashti 
and the actual Puja takes* place from the Saptami and if that is so, is 
it not a fact that Hindu employees will take part in the 'celebrations 
from the Saptami onwards? 

The Hon’ble MtTnALINI RANJAN SARKER: I think they would 
like to, but all Hindu employes are not affected by it. So far as the 
Government employees are concerned tfiey will get holidays before tho 
12th of October. The four days’ holiday is onl^ confined to commercial 
houses and if commercial houses want to give an additional holiday 
Governlnent,Jiave no objection, but Government^ do not want to compel 
business houst** to close their offices on the first Puja day. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: What is the principle on which 

the Government notification for closing offices and courts was made? 

* % • 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER* I d#not know ex- 
cept that it has been the practice since 1890. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Is the Hon’ble Minister prepared 
to admit that it will, cause hardship to tho Hindus if an additional holi- 
day for the 11th of October is not granted ? 

• * 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN EARNER: Yes, to It certain 

section of the employees jn the Calcutta business houses. * 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Grants-inlaid to schools. 

43. Maulvi ABDUL BARI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department aware — 

(?) of a circular recently issued by the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion, Bengal, to the effect that grants-jn-aid to schools be 
given twice a year and not monthly as before ,\apd 

(??) of a feeling of discontent that exists amongst teachers and 
others interested in education p 

(b) Do the Government realise that the above course will put the 
teachers to series of difficulties adversely affecting the educational 
institutions themselves P 

( c ) Is the llon’ble Minister proposing cancellation of the order with 

a view to follow the previous practice? 1 

MINISTER in charge ef EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hoit’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) The order was issued by the pre- 
vious Government, hut 1 have stopped giving effect to it in view of the 
feeling referred to. 

(b) and (r) The question of revision of the* orders is under 
consideration. 


House Surgeon, Bengal Veterinary College. 

44. Mrs. HASINA MURSHED: (?/) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(i) that ' the post of House Surgeon in the Bengal Veterinary 

College was tilled by a brother of the Manager ; 

(ii) that the Drill Master is also a brother of the Manager; and 

(Hi) that there was ’a Muhammadan officer senior to the gentlemen 
appointed as House Surgeon? 

(b) If the answer to (ti) (iii) is in the affirmative, will the Hobble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the claim of the Muhammadan 
officer was considered in filling up the post of the House Burgeon ? 
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MINI8TER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDU8TRIE8 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bte Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): ( a)\i ) The question api>ears to assume that there is only one post 
of “House Surgeon” at tlid Bengal Veterinary College. This is not 
correct. There are, in fact, 3 posts of Hospital Surgeon — 2 senior and 
1 junior. There is no post of House Surgeon. On the 1st July, 1930, 
a brother of the Manager was appointed to the post of Junior Hospital 
Surgeon. # 

(it) Yes. * # 

(Hi) There was, # at Hae time of tin* appointments eferred to^n (t) ab.ive, 
a Moslem officer in’ the College staff senior to the gentleman appointed 
arttnrt^T-Hospital Surgeoqr. He was holding the post of Curator and# 
Librarian* whieffiis a post in the ’same grade ns that of Junior Hospital 
Surgeon. It is pnesuined that the question refers to this Moslem 
officer. , • 

(b) From the records I fpjd that the .appointment of the officer 
referred to in (a) (?) was discussed at considerable length at the time 
and that several officers already serving. in the department for a number 
of years submitted memorials against the appointment of the gentleman 
concerned, ^Yfter consideration, the appointment was approved by 

Government. • 

% 

I do not find in then** discussions any mention of the name of the 
Moslem officer referred to in (a) (iii). I can only conclude that he was 
not considered to be a suitable candidate for the post by the authorities 
at that time. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Is it a lad that the appoint- 
ment of the Junior Hospital Surgeon was made on the recommendation 
of the Manager who is his brother? 


The Hoft’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoa: 

I have already stated from the records avaihibb* that the recommenda- 
tion of the Principal was, accepted b\ (rovernmeirt then in power. * 

• 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Was it made <n. the recom- 
mendation of his brother who is the Manager of* the College? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLA'H Bahadur, of Dacca: 

That I cannot say., 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD £FZAL: May I know* 

whether the HJoslem officer is still holding his appointment? • 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABlBULLl H Bahadur,' of Dacca: 

f r . 

want notice. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Ha e the Manager any other 
brother marked out for appointment in the Veterinary College? 

(No answer.) 

Road from Diamond Harbour to Kakdwip. 

45. Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
ii^ chaise of'tlu Communications and Works Department aware of a 
resolution of the Board of Communications, dated the 7th July, IP?* 5 , 
accepting the proposal of Mr. King, ''Chief Engineer, for having an 
improved road from Diamond Harbour to Kakdwip? 

(b) If so, lias it been included in the provincial programme of 
schemes and submitted textile Local Government for sanction? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

f (t) when the work will be taken up ; and 
(ft) how much will it cost? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) Yes. 

(b) On the advice of the Provincial Board of Communications, the 
Special Officer, Hoad Development Projects, has be en » «^ed to include 
the project in his comprehensive programme of road development for 
the whole province, which has not yet he^n received. 

(r) Docs in t arise at present. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister give 
us an idea of the period which will he taken to complete the road 
project from Diamond Harbour to Kakdwip? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA KANDY, of Kasimbazar; 

I am afraid I “cannot give any idea at this stage. 

1 . 4 

Establishment of Debt Settlement Boards. 

4S. Mr. AtyRITA LAL MANDAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Kural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to state — 

• ( i ) the names of the districts in which Debt Settlement Boards 
have been established ; 
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(it) the total number of eases originally referred to these' Hoards 
by the parties concerned^ 

(in) the i^)tal number of cases transferred from Cml Courts to tlieso 
Boards ; and 

(iv) the number of such cases disposed of by them during the last 
year of their existence? 

MIN 1ST &R in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mullick): ( i ) Jalpaigufi, Dinajpur, Malda, Raugjwr, Rajshahi, l’abna, 
Bogra, Mymensingh^ IJacca, Faridpur, Bakarganj, Tipp#ra7 Noakhali* 
Chittagon g, Khulna, Jessore, ^4-Parganas, Mnlnapore, Ilowrah and 
-tiooglily. • t • k 

( n ) 58, ?H 5 up*to the 80th of April last. 

(Hi) Nil. • ’ # • 

(it) No De^t Settlement Board has yet been sitting for one year. 

• • 

Maulvi ABUL HASHIMf May we, haVe th^ # reason why Debt 
Settlement Boards have not yet been established in Burdwan? 

• • • 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: We have 
now received proposals from the Collector of Burdwan for the establish- 
ment of such Boards there. 


Mr. DUIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Ma} 1 know the number of 
cases disposed of by*Debt Settlement Boards during the period they 
have been sitting? \ 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I must ask 
for notice. * 

(At this i*tage Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz put a question which was 
answered by the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick but both the 

question and the answer were inaudible at the Reporters’ Table.) , 

$ • 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICk: 'l coujd not 
hear the question. 

m 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: May I with your permission 
ask the questioner as also the Hon’ble Minister to be a little more lodd 
so that we can hear? 

Mr. 8PEAKER> That is a request for action. (Laughter from . 
all sides.) 
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Road from Tanga: I to Mymensingh. 

47. Maulvi MIRZ& ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Ministe^ in^ckargt of the Communications and Works Department be 
pleased to State whether the road from Tangail to Mymensingh has 
been taken up for its necessary improvement on the recommendation 
of the Hoad Development Board? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble* 
Minister be pleased to sLate — 

(i) when .has it been taken up; and ; c 

(ti) when is the work to be completed? .*,•* - 

f , 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) Yes. So far the,;, improvement and construction of bridges only on 
the road have been taken up. The Provincial Board <*f Communica- 
tions have very recently approved of a' project for improving the road 
proper between Muktagacha and Tangail at a rough cost of Its. 8*^4 
lakhs, but work cati'not be* taken up until this project is approved by 
the Government of Indca and until the detailed estimate is prepared 
nnd sanctioned by the Bengal Government. 

(b) The improvement and construction of bridges on the portion of 
the road between Mymensingh and Kalihati # \\ as taken up in 1938 and 
completed in 198b. Bricks are being collected tor improvement and 
construction of bridges on the remaining portion between Kalihati and 
Tangail. The bridging work on this portion of Jd^.^ad ik‘ expected 
to l)e completed by the end of 1939. 

Dr. NAUNAKSHA SANYAL: When will the other work apart 
from the improvement and construction of Bridges on this* road be 
taken up? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I regret 1 cannot give an idea. 

Dr. NAblNAXSHA SANYAL: With regard to answer ( b ), will 
the He, aide* Minister be pleased to state the reason for the inordinate 
delay in finishing tin’s project? 

% The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I do not consider the delay to he inordinate. 

Dr. NAUNAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that his department has not given technical sanction to this project 
so far? 
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The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8 CtyANDRA HANDY, of Kesimbazar: 

As far as I am aware the District Board was in chaTga of this portion 
of the road.* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state Whether, €fven when a District Board is in charge oi 
a particular Public Works Department road, technical sanction is oi 
is not necessary? 

The Hon’ble M&hacajq 8RIS CHANDRA *N ANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

It is necessary. . . • . • * 

JB^.lfALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Under $uch circumstances Jias * 
technical sanction of the department been given to the District Board 
project. # 

<• • 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SR(S CHANDRA tyANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I require notice. • • 

Humber of Muslims'in the different posts in the tfelcutta High Court. 

48. Mr. SHAH SYED COLAM SARWAR H08AINI: Will t\e 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department 
be pleasad to state — 

(i) the present, number of Muslims in different posts in the 
Calcutta High Court below those of the Hon’ble Judges; 
and 

(it) the rela7!v%‘ strength of the Muslims compared with persons of 

other communities?, 

, • 

MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL and LECISLATIvfe DEPART* 
ME NT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain* Khan Bahadur): B.v 

the courtesy of the High Court which has supplied the figures, a state- 
ment is laid #n the table. • 

Statement referred to in the answer to unstarred '■ question No. 48. % 
Strength of Muslim officers on the Appellate Side in Jyly, 1931 . — 
There was one Muslim gazetted, officer out of a total strength t of 5. 
The percentage was 20*00. 

There were 35 permanent and one temporary Muslim ministerial 
officers out of a total strength of 192 and 18, respectively. Their 
percentages were 18*22 and 5*55, respectively. • • 

Strength of Muslim officers on the Appellate Side in July , 1937.— 
There is one Muslim gazetted officer out of a total strength of 6 
(including the Registrar). The percentage jp 16*6. The sixth post of * 
gazetted officer created since 1935 is ordinarily filled by a member of 
the Bengal Judicial Service. • 

23 
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There are 46 permanent and 3 temporary Muslim ministerial officers 
out of a total strength of 203 and 20, respectively. Their percentages 
are 22-66 and 15-00, respectively. 

Strength of Muslim officers on the Original Side in 1931. — There 
was one Muslim gazetted officer out of a total strength of 13. The 
percentage was 7-7. 

There were 6 Muslims out of a total strength of 148 i i the minis- 
terial establishment. The percentage was 4*00. 

Strength of Muslim officers on the Original Side in 1937. — There 
is one Muslim ‘gazetted officer out of a total strength of 13. The per- 
centage is 7-7. _ 

There are 10 Muslim ministerial officers out of a total strength of 
160. The percentage is 6 -7. 

Khan 8ahib Maulv* 8YED MUHAMMAd AFZAL: Is the 

Government contemplating to redress the grievances of Muslims by 
raising the percentage? 

The Hon’ble NawabMUSHARRUFF H088AIN Khyan Bahadur: 

Government has no power to redress the grievances. 

A Member: Can he exercise his influence in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Yes. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: May I know whether my short- 
notice question will be answered to-day? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I may inform the Mem- 
ber that the information that he requires is not available but I hope I 
shall be able to answer the question to-morrow. 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of information, Sir. 
It is the Parliamentary practice that if short-notice questions are not 
replied to otf are taken up with inordinate delay we on our part may be 
permitted to move an adjournment of the House. If you will permit 
ns we will be prepared to move it. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: When you actually hand over to me any motion 
for adjournment, I shall then see to the point. 

AI-HftJrM&lilana Dr. 8ANAULLAH: May I know what is the fate 
of my short-notice question in regard to the flood havoc in the district 
of ChittagongP v 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I* have already stated on several occasions that 
in regard to short-notice questions the Speaker’s function only comes 
in if the consent of the Department concerned and* the reply thereto 
are received. I may say ont& more that as soon as the reply is received 
in our department it is typed and placed on the Table. I appeal to the 
House that its time should "not he wasted by enquiry about short-notice 
questions. If an enquiry is to be made it should be made from the 
Secretary a P to whether a short-notice Question will be Answered or 
not. 

TH£ BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
FOR-1937-38. 

DftMAND FOR GRANT. . 

• • • 

37— Edutation— General. 

Begum FARHAJ BANO kHANAM; Mr. Sflfaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 1 ,17. 40, ()()() be reduced by Rs. 100. 

I rise to mdve a token cut in the grant for Education Department 
in order to draw the attention of the Hoifble the Minister for Education 
to the paramount needs fyr women’s education in Bengal. Although 
after a sad and almost criminal neglect for a long period the Govern- 
ment and the public are slowly realising their responsibility in this 
matter, I fee l bound to observe that even now the subject has not 
received tTie atTentioU it deserves. No serious attempts has yet been 
made to grapple with the real problem of women’s education in Bengal. 

It is too late in the day to repeat the trite observation about the 
necessity of women’s education and the part it plays in the social and 
economic uplift of the country. The social obstacles for the promotion 
of women’s education are fast passing away, and women are rapidly 
advancing to % take their* legitimate place by tUe side of men in the 
constructive work that lies before the country. Their cry is for ediiok- 
tion and more education aiyl the lack of provision for such education *is 
hampering the natural process of growth. Women’s education is even 
now viewed as merely an unimportant side-issue in the ger^ral scheme 
of education. Instead of tackling the problem # as whole, only 
niggardly provisions are made here and there just to keep up a show 
of women’s education. The grant provided in this year’s budget would 
prove the truth of my assertion. I do not mak*e this cfiticism in a 
carping or hostile sp\yit; but when I remember the appalling ignoranoe 
of millions of women in this country, I feel it my bounden duty to raise 
a voice of protest, however feeble it may be. Nothing but inertia of • 
habits has made us insensible to the gravity of the situation Gut I am 
sure a little reflection w^l convince everybody that time has coine 
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when we must approach the problem from an, altogether new angle. 
It is in the hope of focussing attention to this live issue that I have 
proposed the cut. * May I appeal to the Chief Minister, who. is also the 
Minister for Education, to regard women’s education as a major pro- 
blem, and not merely an appendix to the vast and complex problem of 
education of the province? * 

I am glad to notice that the Central Board of Education at Delhi 
took up the problem of women education in India. May 4 I trust that 
the Government of Bengal would devote themselves to the recommen- 
dations of the Women’s Committee of the Central Board and take some 
definite and tangible steps for spreading more education among women? 
I trust we shall not be seeing the spectacle of women educatio n_getting 
only a residuary place after needs of men’s education have been finished. 
That will be a tragic end not only for the women but for men also. 
May I draw the special • attention of the Government also to the 
immediate needs for the improvement of)'the physical education among 
girls. Considering the average circumstances of women in Bengal 
families, where they can get hardly any fresh air, the need for physical 
education for girls * f s imperative. It is sad to gee that in spite of 
large numbers of girls .going lip for education, the condition of their 
health is very very poor. I urge on behalf of women of Bengal that 
there should at least be a Directress of Physical Education ,to take 
up the work in right earnest. I am" informed that the proposal for 
such a post was sanctioned six years ago, but no definite step has yet 
been taken in the matter. A college for the training of men teachers 
has been in existence for some time past, but n othing has been done 
by Government for the training of women teachers. There is no train- 
ing college in physical education open to' women teachers and men and 
women of Bengal have to be grateful to the Young Women’s Christian 
Association for starting physical training centre for girl teachers. 
But all the funds for this come from Canada and even that, as I under- 
stand, will be exhausted by April, 1J)38. Teachers from other provinces 
have been deputed to this college by their respective Gpvernments and 
although the college is situated in Calcutta, the Government of Bengal 
have neither deputed any women teacher for training nor they have 
given any financial assistance, and it would be a calamity if such a 
useful* institution is closed for want of funds within the next few 
months. I earnestly urge upon the Hon’ble the Chief Minister for 
taking over this college by Government. 

Incidentally, I very strongly emphasise the need for provision for 
the Muslim girls college education in Calcutta. The Bethune College 
has no provision for teaching Arabic and Persian nor there is a Muslim 
hostel. It is time therefore for the Government to take some definite 
steps so that the Muslim girl students may have the advantage of 
higher education. It is a matter of gratification thpt more Muslim 
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girls are now coining for higher education, and I trust and hope that 
Government would rise to the needs of the occasion 'and take necessary* 
steps in the matter. # ' 

In conclusion, may I once more appeal to the Hon’hle Minister for 
Education to see to it thsft a complete and comprehensive scheme for 
women’s education is devised by his department and that adequate 
funds are provided in future budget to give effect to this scheme. 


Miss MIRA DATTA. GUPTA: Sir, I doubt not that the object'of 
my motjpn, namely, .better provision for pirlS’ eductfidn and (fir)s' 
hostels has the sympathy and support of all, sect ions of the House 
irrespective of community juid faith, I do not think any argument it 
necessary, in the^e days to convince anybody that pirls should have as 
ffood education as boys to qualify themsclvqs to 1 m> good citizens JUv 
tnend Hegnm Farlmt llano Khanam, has very nlfly drawn the attention 
of the House O' the inadequacy of educational Wilitics for women of her 
community. * 


The number of schools and colleges, for girls i lie city of Calcutta 
and the suburbs must not lx* taken to be any indication of the general 
extension of education amongst, the womenfolk* in the province, "in the 
mufassal, arrangements for female education tire still very meagre and 
in many places within a radius # of 20 miles you will not find any high 
school for girls. If my information is correct , there is only one high school 
for girls in the whole of the Burdwan Division recognised by the Calcutta 
University, and the school which is situated at Howrah has also not yet 
been abl <» .4 w a permanent recurring grant from the Government for 
what they call “want of funds.” 

In the interior, I mean tlfe villages, a girls’ school is still a rare 
commodity and it behoves Government with the assistance of public 
bodies to chalk out a comprehensive programme of starting a net-work 
of schools for girls so that the womenfolk may get at least some education 
which may htflp them ir> domestic life. • 

Sir, but thtere is one other matter which is probably more important 
than the mere increase of schools. In my preliminary budget speech I 
drew attention to the inadequacy of accommodation fqr giij 'students in 
the city of Calcutta. This is, Sir, a question which mugt be tackled 
without delay. Better facilities for education attract many girls to 
Calcutta where want of suitable hostels drive them to * belter in un- 
recognised boarding houses. It is time that Government should step in 
and make suitable provision for the accommodation of .girl students 
in this city by opening hostels attached to the schools and colleges or 
assisting the girls’ Colleges and schools in opening hostels. These 
hostels should be ip charge of respectable ladies who will act as guide*. # 
I 8ay, Sir, that the danger of allowing girl students to drift in the city 
without proper hostel accommodation is much greater than the imaginary 
danger of allowing students to mix in politics. 
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Sir, may I not hope that Government will not grudge spending money 
liberally to extend edfiealiOHal facilities for the womenfolk who com- 
prise half of the popufotioii uf Bengal. 

Mrs. HA8INA MUMMIED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is with consider- 
able concern that I rise to speak on the subject of female education in 
this province — a subject about which much has been said but little has 
been done. a 

The need of imparting, education to the womenfolk is much too 
obvious to need any special emphasis from me. 'X believe that even the 
most perverfed.mysogihist will not dispute the • pr6]bri&ty of giving educa- 
tion to the womenfolk income shape or other. In support of this propo- 
4 sition I should like to quote the feporj; of file Hartog Committee which 
is as follows : — < 

" “The importance of the education of girls and women in India 
at the present,, moment cannpt be over-rated. It affects 
vitally the range* and efficiency of all education. The educa- 
tion of the girl is the educating of the mother and through 
her of hetf’ children. The middle and high classes of India 
have long suffered from the dualism of an educated manhood 
ami an ignorant womanhood — a dualism tliat lowers the 
whole level of the hbme and the domestic life and lias its re- 
action on personal and national character.” 

The Committee thus impressed by the supreme importance of girls’ 
education recommended tliat “in the interests of the advance of the 
Indian education as a whole, priority should now be j»’iYV n the claims 
of girls’ education in every scheme of expansion." 

Let us now examine the relevant statistics and see for ourselves the 
extent of t hC leeway that Bengal has yet to make up in order that she 
may find herself in the company of her sister provinces w hich have taken 
longer stride in the field of female education. Let us take the total 
number of girls in all institutions. Madras in 1,932 registered an increase 
of two lakhs three thousand one hundred and eighty-five girls over 
the figure for the quinquennium ending 1927; while Bengal registered 
an increase of 1,34, $60 girls during the coriesponding period. These 
figures, it is c true;ure somewhat out of date; but they show, none-the-less, 
the cofnparfttive slowness w r ith which Bengal has proceeded in the direc- 
tion of female^ducation. Let us now T take the expenditure on educational 
institutions in these provinces. In 1932 Madras spent no less than 
Its. 74,22,761, while Bengal in that year accounted for even less than 
half of this sum. It is unfortunate that this should be so. Let us now 
examine Government’s contribution to girls’ education in these two pro- 
vinces. Madras in 1932 spent Its. 44,71,091, , while Bengal spent a 
Comparatively poor sum of Rs. 18,09,328. This is really very disappoint- 
ing. We recognise, Sir, the financial difficulties from which our pro- 
vince has long suffered. We also recognise, t Sir, that the complexities 
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of our political problems, differing as they do from those of her sister 
provinces, have consistently laid h great percentage of her revenue, 
under contribution. It is therefore not k* a ‘spirit of inimical criticism 
of the Government of this PyovinceHhat I have ventured to submit before 
the House the statistics I have just given. - On tile contrary, Sir, we 
have the greatest sympathy with the Ministry of Education in the dis- 
tressing situation in which it finds itself with regard to the question of 
finance. # 

With regard to the question of physical education among women, 

I will quote the authority of no less a persoil than Huxley to emphasise 
the importance of^ physical culture of * our ^girls. Huxley says as 
follows : — 

• 

“granting the alleged /defects of women, is it not somewhat absurd 
• to sanction and maintain a system of education which would 
seem tohavejbeen specially eontrjved to exaggerate all these 
defects? NaturaWy not so firmly stroifb, nor so well balanced 
as # boys, girls are 'i^ great inousui*e debarred from the sports 
and physical exercises which are justly thought absolutely 
necessary for the 1 development ’ of vigour of the more 
favoured sex.” 

•• • * 

We have every confident e in the present Chief Minister of Bengal 
who is*ilso the Minister in charge of Education, and we can entirely rely 
upon him for the redress* of t lu # grievances in respect of the inadequacy 
of funds for the advancement of female education. 

With these words, Sir, I beg to support the views of the hon’ble 
mover cf 4h i fc j notiqfl. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: A{r. Speaker, Sir, I support this 
motion generally though T could not associate myself *with all what 
is said. We have had this afternoon an adyiirablc refutation of the 
old masculine view that woman cannot take an interest in education and 
yet retain her charm.* We have had some admirable speeches and I 
can promise «that the University will take notice of them, for in the 
absence of the Vice-Chancellor I have been a^ked to say a wor^ on 
behalf of the University I am a little startled to find in motion 
Ts T o. 360, a reference to the indifference of Government towards women’s 
education. I once knew how many heads at Writers’ Buildings and 
at the University have turned grey through worry ove# the problem of 
girls’ education. It is not that Government is indifferent, nor the 
University. But the Province’s interest in tl\e education of girls in 
the last few years has developed so rapidly that Government and the 
University have irt)t been able to change their organisation and their 
methods rapidly enough to keep step. In the University, I can say as 
a member of the School Committee, methods have changed perceptibly 
in the last three or four years. About four years ago the University 
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agreed that there should be girls’ education in 'boys’ schools if arrange- 
ments could be made so that boys and girls never saw one another. 
The consequence ^as that the girls went to school at six in the morning 
and left at nine, and Tlie teachers had a long and hard days work. 
After a while it was realised that this strain on the ^irls, the schools 
and the teachers was intolerable. By this time opinion itself had 
changed, and so the University had to follow something like a local 
option system in places in which public opinion seemed to think that 
boys and girls should study together : the University was prepared to 
agree to co-education, provided that suitable Arrangements could be 
made. We*hqve recently decided that the whdlfc <*mtter m'ast be re- 
considered again and a committee has been formed to look into it on 
behalf of the University. I am a member of that committee and we 
shall soon be busy. The problem ultimately is this: that opinion in 
Bengal is pressing rapidly more towards the general education of girls, 
both secondary and primary education, and yet so far as we can see 
the revenues of Bengal do not and will,, not admit of the establishment 
qf two complete satisfactory separate systems of education, one for boys 
and one for girls. ,.(V)-education will be necessary in some degree. 
Government, local bodies and the University will have to make this 
possible by contributing’ to the cost, by .altering their organisation; and 
society in Bengal will have to make it possible also by modifying its 
opinion in some degree. A great deaj of separate education is proper 
and will always be necessary. T do not suppose Bengal will ever be 
able to keep boys’ and girls’ education entirely separate, and I think 
that before long Bengal will come to the opinion that co-education has 
everything to recommend it up to certain ages, ^residhs iTs J saving in 
expense. That is my small contribution to the discussion and I con- 
clude by congratulating the ladies who* have spoken. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The new constitution has 
made provision for the*, direct representation of women in our legisla- 
tures and I congratulate myself that it has fallen to my lot to be the 
first to bear the brunt- cf onslaught on our budget from representatives 
of the fair sex in matters connected with female education in Bengal. 
I welcome this opportunity to make a general statement regarding 
Government^ policy on the question of female education. In the year 
1928-29 Government gave their general approval to a policy of estab- 
lishing an aided high English school in each district headquarters 
subject to a lo r cal demand for such institutions. This policy has been 
consistently pursued with the result that in most of the district head- 
quarters high English schools for girls have been established. In 
saying this, I am not contradicting the remarks of Miss Datta-Gupta 
regarding the paucity of high English schools for girls in the Burdwan 
Division, It is regrettable that this fact has got to be admitted and 
I can assure her that we would take the earliest possible steps to make 
prqvision in the next budget for establishing at least two high English 
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schools at proper centime in the Jurdwan Division. Several schemes 
involving capital and recurring expenditure are under consideration of 
the department and it is proposed tj) set apart more than Rs. 60,000 for 
capital and recurring grants to girls' schools in cpnnection with the 
restoration of the cut on grant-in-aid allotments. In the field of 
secondary education for girls, our ideal is a system of good, well- 
equipped and well-stuffed high English school at convenient centres 
with first elass hostels attached to them and around each school a 
secondary satellite system of middle schools providing a sound educa- 
tion up to class VI v^ith one or two years’ continuous courses of home 
craft * and domes!** Menee. This*course'woulcf be primarily adopted 
to girls not wishing to proceed further with purely academic studies 
or in the case of girls judged ip capable of profiting by such studies.* 
Others wfll have* to go to parent high schools. It is, of course, impos- 
sible to lay down* an arbitrary standard .of “frequency” of these 
secondary schools, but it will probably be found convenient for the 
present, and *for mufinssal ar$as, to follqw a general principle that 
each district should have one first class high school and each subdivi- 
sion one first clas* middle school. Such schootawill generally be at 
district or subdivisional headquarters, but, obviously, no rigid rule pan 
be laid down** For thickly populated urban areas these standards will 
not apply, «and the needs of such areas* must be judged independently. 

As regards college education «of girls, a lump provision of Rs. 10,000 
is included in this budget for maintenance grants to non -Government 
women’s colleges. This grant will be distributed to the following 
institutions : — 


(1) Ashutosh College, Bhowanipur (Girls’ section); 


(2) Victoria Institution, /Calcutta (College branch); and 

(3) Brajamohan College (Girls’ section). # 


The question of extension of accommodation >n the Bethune College 
and of providing new buildings for the Eden High School (Intermediate 
College) are binder the consideration of Government. (A voice: What 
about girls’ Rostels?) I wish to say a few words in this connection 
regarding the question of # a Muslim Girls’ College in Calcutta. I htive 
received representations from various quarters for thp establishment of 
such a college for the simple reason that provisions for jhe teaching 
of Arabic and Persian and for religious training that is exclusively 
needed by the orthodox Muslim families cannot be provided for in the 
Bethune College. Along with the Bethune College, a College especially 
for Muslims girls seems to be a necessity, and I ftiay tell the House tfiat 
a scheme for the establishment of a college and a hostel in Calcutta for 
Muslim girls is being matured, and provision will be made for it in 
the next budget, ‘viz.,* for 1938-39. 

There is a scheme for providing accommodation for 200 girls at the 
Vernacular Training School at Dacca for the training of elementary 
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women teachers and attaching a practising school to it. This proposal 
is being considered by the Director of Public Instruction. Certain 
training stipends have also been p suggested for women ‘teachers. A 
scheme for providing some special stipends to girls of the scheduled 
-castes involving an annual cost of Rs. 4,560 has been administratively 
■approved by Government this year. A ' scheme for creating some 
scholarships for Muslim girls involving an annual expenditure of 
Rs. 3,240 has been accepted by Government for the present budget. 
Government are aware that one of the items in Dr. Jenkins’s programme 
of work as a Special Officer was a survey of girls’ education in Bengal 
-and its needs . v He h&s collected aSl the necessary ^naterials-»but could 
not complete his report before he went on leave. As soon as his report 
4 is received, I can assure the House that we will set to work to bring 
into operation the urgent portions in that report, ar.d I hbpe it will 
be possible for me to announce when we meet # nextHhat some substantial 
steps forward have bVen taken for the improvement of female education 
in Bengal. Another pdint raised ha§ been the question of physical 
education of girls. On this point I wish to make a very short state- 
ment. Physical edy.yation of girls in schools is now looked after by the 
Physical Directress of the Young Women’s Christian Association for 
which the Association ^receives a graqt of Rs. 2,700 evbry year from 
Government. Government in«a letter, elated the 24th of April, 1931, 
accorded their approval to a scheme^for the development of f physical 
training under the supervision of an Assistant Directress appointed by 
Government. The estimated cost was Rs. 34,349, but it was not found 
possible to provide funds for it in this year’s budget on account of other 
more urgent needs of the province. In the meantime? iu**frfiprove the 
standard of physical education of women teachers in Bengal, Miss 
Burton, the Physical Directress of the" Young Women’s Christian 
Association,’ Calcutta, temporarily opened a physical centre under her 
supervision. Government are making an attempt to provide funds in 
the Education budget for stipends to women teachers for training there 
to make the scheme a ^permanent one. I can assure tly* House, Sir, 
that the earliest opportunity will be taken to provide funds for both. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH SEN: May I nise on a point of informa- 
tion, SirP * 

t 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: The leader of the House has 
not finished yet. 

Mr. NAC.ENDRA NATH SEN: Oh, I am sorry. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: In connection 
yuth establishment of schools for tlffi education of girls, 

I need .hardly say that in this matter, as in others, a good 
deal depends on the co-operation offered by ^non-officials to 
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Government in their* own departmental efforts. I may mention 
with approval the efforts that are being made by Mr. Ishaque of the 
Indian Civil Service, SubdivisionaljQfficer of Serajganft" who has started 
a high English girls’ school at Serajganj, and thg construction of a 
school building ;s now in progress. The estimated cost is Rs. 35,000, 
and the Subdivisional Officer has collected a big sum and has asked 
Rs. 15,000 from Government. This shows that whether we anp Sub- 
divisional Officers or other officials or non-officials, a good deal can be 
done by private effort, and Government wopld only be too ready and 
— wi lling to supplement private enterprise by whatever help can be given 
by^subventions frcftq ’provincial funds. I have n?lt got anything further 
to say, Sir. The Begum Saheba said that she bad raised only a feeble 
Word of protest as rega/ds Government’s apathy towards female* 
education. But*I may assure her, Sir, that her protest is not a feeble 
one; it has come to us ul* the voice of many .voters, and I am sure Jjiat 
before we meet again for the|next budget we shaft be able to show that 
we have not been negligent in making prpvision for the education of 
girls — secondary as well as collegiate. t 

I hope, Sir, tlult the statement 1 htive made*will satisfy the mover 
and that sht^ will not press tiie motion to a (Jivision. 

tyr.'JOdESH CHANDRA GUPTA:* What about the Kamarunnessa 
Girls’ School in Dacca ? m 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think members who wish to put any questions 
by way of information may do so now, so that t lie llon’ble the Educa- 
tion MiniOTT'^nay :make one consolidated reply. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH. SEN: The llon’ble the Minister for 
Education while explaining his department’s policy as regards female 
education has not outlined Government’s attitude towards co-education. 
I should lie glad to know Government’s attitftde witli regard to that 
matter, and^ whether tjie Hon’ble the Chief Minister is alive to the 
dangers of eo*edueation and whether better aucf ampler provision would 

be made in the budget for the spread of women’s education. 

, « 

• * 

Maulvi TAMIZUDD1N KHAN: Sir, this is $ vtyy important 
question, and the whole House* should consider it. , 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This is a very big issue, a ml it Should be raised 
when secondary education is discussed. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: But Mr. Wordsworth has already 
raised it. • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FA1LUL HUQ: As regards the, 
Kamarunnessa Girls’ School, I had an opportunity of visiting this 
institution the* other day^when I was at Dacca. It is a very deserving 
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institution and certainly it requires help. I have asked the authorities 
of this institution to submit a detailed scheme as to tfye help they 
require, both recurring and non-re()urring, and I have promised them 
that the matter will receive our consideration. But in view of the fact 
that the demands for expansion of girls’ education in Dacca itself are 
very great, I could not make anything like a definite promise. I can 
assure my honourable friend Mr. J. C. Gupta that when the budget 
is prepared next, if he is ready to give us any practical suggestions as 
to what should be done* I . shall be only too ready^to ficcede to his wishes 
and make whatever provision is possible for helping that very^qse^ul 
institution. ° 1 * 

r » 

Begum FARHAT BANO KHANA.M: Mir, in view of the assurance 
given by the Hon’ble the Education Minister, I beg l&ave of'the House 
to withdraw the motion. ♦- 

The motion was bj leave of the llonsf withdrawn. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would now request the member of the sche- 
duled caste community to move bis 'motion, yhich is No. 317. 
Mr. Shyama Prosad Barman will please move his motion now. 

* « „ * 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: May I point out, Sir, that it is 
time that we adjourned for prayer ? > 

' * 

Mr. SPEAKER: Oh, I am sorry. The House now stands adjourn- 
ed for 15 minutes. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes. — 

m *" 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BbSE: May I have your permission to 
make a short, statement? It won’t take more than two minutes. I 
have been informed, and as far as confirmation is possible from non- 
official sources it has been confirmed, that one of the Apdamans pri- 
soners on hunger strike of the name of Sudhendu Dam*is dead. For 
the last two or three days I have tried to obtain confirmation from 
the Treasury Benches', but I have not succeeded. As far as my informa- 
tion goes, the news is correct. On receipt of the sad news I decided 
to withdrawnny party from this House for the day. It is impossible — 
I say so Mr. Speaker in all seriousness — after the receipt of this sad 
news to continue our work in this House this afternoon. We withdraw 
from this House as a protest against the attitude of the Government 
of Bengal towards what we consider the reasonable demands of the 
prisoners. We withdraw from this House as a protest against their 
callous indifference towards human lives. I cannot trust myself to 
* * sAy anything more at present. I am prepared to reconsider my deci- 

sion if the Hon’ble Chief Minister or the Home Minister here and now 
coritradicts the Dews that Sudhendu Dam .is «dead. r 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: *The Hon’blo Home 
Minister is not here. But I may say that I have also heard a rumour 
to this effeqjfc. I may tell the Hou^e that I have already sent a very 
urgent message to the Chief Comnjissioner in the Andamans in order 
to get an authentic news. More than this at the present I cannot say 
and I would ask* my friend to reconsider his decision at the present 
moment, because I have done what I could possibly have done in the 
circumstances. I only hope and sincerely hope that this rumour is 
not founded on facts. 

CHANDRA B08£: Th^ statement of the Hon’ble 

Chief Minister to my mind practically confirms the sadP news which I 
have received. * 

The Hon’ble tar, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have not confirmed the 
death news. 

• • ■ - 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BDSE: I m«fy assure you, Sir, that we 

mean no disrespect or discourtesy to the Chair. But we cannot con- 
tinue to be here thfs afternoon. After 'the uttitifdfe of the Government 
of Bengal tcpymls the Andamans prisoners ye cannot but withdmw 

from the House. 

, • 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKER: One* moment Mr. Bose. 1 hope you will realise 
that this is our budget session. If it were not for the budget proceed- 
ings I would have in view of the absence of the Opposition, considered 
whether t lie i fto use should he adjourned or not. Having regard to the 
fact that for the budget discussion we have a fixed lime-table I hope 
you will kindly realise that I have to continue the sitting. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: We appreciate vour difficulty, 
Sir. » 

(The Congress Party then withdrew from the Chamber.) 

Babu 8HYAMA PR08AD BARMAN: I beg to move that a sum 
of Its. 1,17,40,000 for expenditure under the hdad “37 — Education — 
General” be reduced by Bs. 100. • * 

The member spoke in Bengali in support of his motiofi. 

• 

Mr. ABDUR RAHAMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, before the debate pro- 
ceeds further could I beg of you to induce tfie Hon’ble Minister* in 
charge to declare his policy on each motion at bit earlier in the debate, 
because if there aie points in that policy which the House wishes to 
discuss it is debarred because the Hon’ble Minister in charge generally, 
as I see, puts the lid over the discussion. If I am wrong according to* 
the constitutional practice you will perhaps correct me. 



670 ' Demand for grant. [27th a™ . 

a 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: $ir, I have listened with 
great attention to the speech delivered by my friend Mr. Shyama 
Prosad Barman and I wish to assure him at the yery outset that the 
question of giving special facilities Ho the scheduled castes will be one 
of the primary concerns of this Government (hear, hear). I will 
just tell the House what little we have been able to ’do and what we 
propose to do in future. I may tell my friends of the scheduled castes 
that I propose to discuss with them their special needs /utd require- 
ments and take their suggestion before we make provision in the 
budget. I will give them the fullest opportunity to let ’Government 
know what they speedily require p-nd I hope v'ith^ their frigjj/Py^tf- 
operation I wiii be able to frame a budget which will be acceptable 
to every member of the scheduled castes } in this House. There is 
already a budget provision of Rs. 21,0f)0 for giving special scholarships 
to scheduled caste students. The following new provisions have also 
been made in the current year’s budget; — 

The Bengal Kngineering College — fwo scholarships of the annual 
* value of Rs. 240 each tenable for one year: 

Two scholarships » f of the annual value of Rs. 200 each tenable for 
, one year: 

The Ahsanullah ttchooll of Kngineering — two scholarships in addition 
to the existing three scholarships of the value of Rs 10 per 
month each tenable for two’ years t 

In the Government School of Arts we have provided for two 
scholarships of the value of Rs. 7-8 each tenable for four 
years. „ 

The scheme for special stipends for girls of the scheduled castes 
involving an annual cost of Rs» 4,000 has just been administratively 
approved and is awaiting provision of funds. We are starting a hostel 
for the scheduled caste students of the Rajeudra Memorial College of 
Faridpur involving a recurring expenditure of Rs. 640 and funds have 
been provided in the budget for the current 'year. In ^Government 
aided schools, students of the scheduled castes will get free studentship 
up to 15 per cent, of tjieir enrolment as in the^case of Moslem students. 
We have placed the Moslem and the scheduled castes on an equal foot- 
ing. In Government colleges other thaa the Presidency and the Sans- 
krit Col'leges r the students of the scheduled castes will get free student- 
ship up to 5 p£T cerft. of their enrolment subject to the minimum of 
two students, and three seats in each of the Training Colleges at 
Dacca and Calcutta have been specially reserved for the students of the 
scheduled castes. I admit, Sir, that we have not been able to do per- 
haps all that my friends desire hut I can asure them, as I have already 
said) that if in the past Government has failed to come up to expecta- 
tions of the scheduled castes there is no reason to apprehend that in 
the future there will be lack in that constant effort whiah is necessary 
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to bring up the students of the scheduled castes on the level with the 
students of %e' other communities. Once more let me repeat that in 
framing the* budget 'I will take thd members of the* seeEduled castes 
completely 'into my confidence and* they will be at liberty to make 
whatever suggestions they may think proper and necessary for the 
advancement t)f the students of their community. 

JBabu 8H/AMA PR08AD BARMAN: Sir, in view of the assur- 
ance given by the Hon’ble Minister I beg leave of the House to with- 
draw my motion. • . 

"^Pi^Kration niched 4>y Babu Shjtama ProsadViarmaij yas then by 
leave of the House withdrawn. , 

The Hon’ble JChwaja Sir NAilMUDDIN: Sir, in view of the* 
statement made by Mr. Sarat Chandia Bose may 1 make a statement ? 
Sir, Government have receive^! a telegram from the Andamans handed 
in at 12-80 nqpn to-day an which no deaths anp a^jHirted, but there are 
only three in the “seriously ill’ * list. * 

Mr. M. 8HAMS1IDDIN AHMED: * So far a$«he three “seriously 
ill” list is cigicerned, we found this in the ne^spajier of this morning 
also. Did not the Hon’ble Minister get any further information there- 
after & « 

The Hon’ble Khwaja' Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The telegTara wa& 
received at 12-80 to-day. 

(Mr. Morynohan Das was going to move his motion No. 868.) 

•• 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, Indore my friend 
begins if you will kindly pei'mit I wish to make a short statement 
regarding the reservation of seats in the Guru Training SVhools which 
won’t take more than a few minutes. % 

As regards the necessity for reserving seats in the Guru Training 
Schools for fhe students belonging to the scheduled castes, there was 
a similar motfon for reduction in the budget for the year 1982. The 
motion was moved by B^bu Lalit Chandra Bal, n Babu Sarat Chandra 
Bal and Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan Sarkar. The reply th^t was given 
by Government was this: “No. complaint of any disadvantage on the 
part of the scheduled castes in getting admission into the Tluru Train- 
ing Schools has been received by the Education Depaftment. When 
any such complaint is received the Department will give it its most 
sympathetic consideration.” • • 

So far as this government is concerned, Government will be 
prepared to consider the question of reservation of more seats for the 
students of the scheduled castes in such Guru Training Schools as aso* 
lfccated in areas largely inhabited by members of the scheduled com- 
munity. If the membera of the scheduled community can bring to myr 
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notice any specific instance of disadvantage that has been felt, I will 
discuss the matter with them and mil try to remove the inconvenience 
as early as ]>os sibla. < 

Maufvi MO, MOZAMMEL HUQ: I beg to move that the demand 

of Its. 1,17,40,000 for expenditure under the head ‘*37 — Education — 
General” be reduced by Es. 100. 

(The member spoke in Bengali in support of the motion) 

f 

Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABAD! : Spoke in 
Bengali in support of this mtftion, of which the following is an^jSifrgftsh 
translation: Sir, I beg to move that, the demand of Its. 1,17,40,000 for 
•expenditure under the head ‘‘37— EducatioA — Geneiul” be reduced by 
Ks. 100. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, ^here are three kinds of Madrasas in Bengal,. viz., 
{!) Old Scheme Madras /2) New Scheme. Madrgsa, and (3) Old Scheme 
National Madrasa. New Scheme Madinas are affiliated to the Boardof 
Examination, Dacca. These Madrasias receive small amounts of grant- 
in-aid from the Department of Education. Monthly expenditure for a 
jurior Mad rasa is Its. 130. But only Its. 40 or 50 are gjven by way of 
grant-in-aid. More money should be provided for them. 

Old Scheme Madrasas are affiliated to the Board of Madrasa* Exami- 
nation, Calcutta. These Madrasas are allowed to hold examinations 
under the said Board but they receive no grant-in-aid from the Depart- 
ment of Education. This is a great injustice. These Old Madrasas 
have produced Ah ms who still exercise considerable spirrmni influence 
on Moslems. Education not connected with religion has no value 
whatever. The irreligious and unethieaf education that is being 
imparted through modern Universities has been responsible for the 
steady rise of scepticism. Peace is being undermined in the country. 
It is through the medium of education like this that the cult of 
Bolshevism is disseminated. There is no gainsaying tfyat religious 
training is absolutely indispensable. But it is a matter jf regret that 
the Education Department is quite indifferent to these Old Scheme 
Madrasas. No Madrasa except Madrasa •'Alia and the Phurphura 
Madrasa receive any grant-in-aid from the Education Department. 
Nevertheless, the aforesaid Madrasas have been showing satisfactory 
results in the examination held under the Board of Education which has 
been formed by the Education Department. What is the cause of this 
uncharitable attitude towards these Madrasas? 

Among the Old Scheme Madrasas, there is another kind of Madrasa 
which is not affiliated to the Board of Madiasa Examination, Calcutta. 

, H will make for great good of the community if provision can he made 
to subsidise these institutions which have no connection with the Depart- 
ment of Education. If the Department of Education mifid it, they can 
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convert the Old Scheme Madrasas into vocational institutions by open* 
in# tlnani Medical Classes in them. The Government of Bengal’s 
niggardliness towa/ds the Eduoatkm Department ds without any 
parallel. *lThe Government of^Madrap spends Rs. 2,52,29,800 annually 
for Education ; 'the United Provinces Government has an expenditure 
of R$. 2,06,85,335 to makq annually on account of Education; the 
Bombay Government’s education budget shows an earmarked amount of 
Rs. 1,60,68,000; the Punjab Government assign Rs. 1,60,00,000 for 
Education, wBile the Bengal Government incur an expenditure of 
Rs. 1,26,38,000 only foy Education. 

MD. AftDliL AZIZ: Spoke in Bengali, 

' ** » 

Mr. IDRI8 AHMED Ml/t: Spoke' in Bengali of which the follow- 
ing is an English* translation: — 

. Mr. Speaker, I want to*discyss a few things* touting the supervision 
of education in # New Scheme Madrasas. Notwith*amling a set of rules 
formally drawn up by !the Department of Education, it is not possible^ 
in the practical field to spot out the authority. having charge of the New 
Scheme Madrasas ami to find out the rules governing these institutions. 
Viewed from outside, one comes across such faS salaried officers as tlTe 
Assistant Director for Muhammadan Education, Assistant Inspector, 
Chairnfan of the Dacca Board, Secretary, etc., who are responsible for 
the supervision of Moslem Education but it is hard to believe that they 
do anything personally. Instead of attributing to these officers desig- 
nations like Assistant Director, Assistant Inspector, etc., for Muham- 
madan Education, it will lie quite to the point if they are called Moslem 
officers for education. * I am just briefly relating to you a true incident 
regarding the authority, if an v,\ wielded by these officers and their sense 
of right and wrong. If you think over* this incident for, a moment, 
you will realize that the officers belonging to the Department of Educa- 
tion are mere puppets in the hands of Executive Officials, especially the 
District Magistrate. You will further find how those officers, belonging 
to the Educatibn Department as they do, trample Under their feet the so- 
called rules of *the Education Department itself. As a matter of fact, 
there are no hard and fast relies of the Education Department governirfg 
the High Madrasas. It is as well to say that the Dacca Bo^rd has got 
no rules of its own. In the Calcutta University Code thcje are -two 
sets of rules, viz., the one concerning the grants-in-aid and the other 
relating to the schools under the University. Nobody cares to exert his 
brain as to which of these should be followed by the Madrasas, nor does 
there seem to be anybody who deems it fit to have U separate set of rules 
for the Madrasas. You will be convinced of the truth of my statement 
as soon as I relate the incident in question. It is as follows : — Nineteen 
years ago a young than* passed the B.A. Examination with distinction! 
and started a New Scheme Senior Madr&sa in his own district. There was 
no such Madras^ at the time within 10 or 12 miles of the district. On 

24 
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eiibep Bide of the Medrwsg&ifd wifhin a radius miles from it ther* 
were two M. E. school^ smarted by'l^cr zftmmdarg 'of the locality. In 
view of the prospect of their *schodl$r bJin^JLbolishA, the ^amindars too 
could not look upon the MadfastM r fth fayutir, not^to §peak of the other 
handicaps hampering the working of tbelladrarfh. - ^js a result of 
most strenuous exertions on the part of thp young founder who labour- 
ed day and night for it, the Madrasa flourished quite well and Govern- 
ment aid and sympathy were secured. But along with the daily 
improvement of the Madrasa the jealousy of a class of persons also grew 
up. Ultimately there, was conspiracy which resulted in the specioua 
halls of the Madrasa being set on, fire. Premises, furniture and l )Qok° 
worth many Iiundrecfs of rupees were burnt to a^fties. TEe ’cippdsite 
party fondly hoped that the Madrasa would die a natural death. But 
the founder was not to be daunted b$ it. "For long he went on holding 
his class in the Juma Mosque of the village, in liis own and other 
ptople’s drawing ropins and even under the T shadow of trees. In such 
hard times too the number of scholars, instead of decreasing we$t on 
increasing for the simple reason that Hie founder did not work so hard 
‘'day and night out of any mercenary motiye. He was a sort of honorary 
teacher imbued with the ideal of Mr. Gokhale. In accordance with the 
(Government scale his salary was fixed at Its. 100 per month, but with 
their permission he accepted only Its. 15 or Rs. 20 and devoted the rest 
to various kinds of works concerning the Madrasa. Of course, this was 
possible for him simply because he had the means of supporting him- 
self on a moderate scale. Be that as it may, through the grace of God 
he succeeded in erecting a pucca building for the Madrasa at a cost of 
Rs. 26,000. Half of this amount was paid by Gover nmen t, Rs. 5,000 
was his own contribution and the rest came Horn the people in the 
country. Thus he ran the Madrasa creditably for 14 years and helped 
several hundreds of poor men’s sons to master the three R’s. His 
influence with his countrymen also increased. He became the leader of 
the Proja movement °nd a member of the Local Board, the District 
Board, and other public institutions. As a result of all this the rival 
party began to encounter difficulties in the way of their illegitimate 
interests. In a body they searched for and found out*' the means of 
teaching a lesson to, this Proja leader. A zamindar of the locality having 
got the opportunity of being intimate with the District Magistrate, 
they yould gratify their desire very early. Labouring under the mis- 
apprehension that it would put everything right, if the young man was 
driven out oT the* Madrasa, they addressed themselves to this task. 
Various were the pleas and devices discovered by them. Through the 
intermediary of the District Magistrate they succeeded in souring the 
mind of the Divisional Inspector of Schools. Never in the annals of 
the Madrasa had there been a visit paid by the Inspector. But this time 
he came to it on inspection. The leader of the opposite party had never 
paid a single farthing to the funds of the Madrasa. Nonetheless, he 
found a place among the donors. And although it was unlawful to 
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demand the membership* of the committee bf iheer physical force, the 
Divisional authority confined iinj/in t^e <offitce of t^e member. Nor 
was this aldne the case/ tlie^po we^vof , founder was curtailed in 
various ways. On the 'pretext fcf dairying on the management in an 
amicable and friendly manner. The number of members belonging to 
the founder’s party was reduced and in their place men of the opposite 
party were appointed members. He who had devoted his heart and 
soul to the establishment of the Madrasa was ousted from the office of 
the Chairman and , the District Magistrate was appointed chairman in 
his place. Of course, the* motive of all this was to harass the founder 
wno too 1 " Hiese cunning designs in $ood faith anft failed *t(r grasp their 
true significance. * , 

Then began the course *of persecution. On certain ridiculously 
trifling pretexts a Requisition was signed to remove the founder from the 
secretaryship. The Ieade* of the opposite party, the authority of tiw 
M. E. School near the Madrasd who was a plejjdeyaud t he first teacher 
of English in flie Madrasa who 4md to his , credit many qualities of 
Mirzafar, signed the requisition. The signature of thice persons not 
being enough for the purpose, the teacher himseltesigned the name of 
his elder brother thoroughly well. Relying on this illegal and forg<*d 
requisition, t he* founder was removed from the office of the Secretary. 
Although the forgery was practically proved before the District Magis- 
trate who was also the chairman, it was not accepted by him. In 
consequence of several bighas of land for sugarcane cultivation having 
been settled without salami in the name of the elder brother, he deposed 
that he asked his brother to put down his signature for him. Hut the 
fact remained' Vnat he*himsclf was able to read and write and was a 
veteran Munsi thoroughly versed in the art of wielding the pen. The 
Magistrate himself took down* this evidence and impartially gave his 
verdict on an offence of forgery ! 

Finding an opportunity of establishing a close connection with the 
Magistrate, as also, of whispering into his ears, they made allegations 
at their own aweet will. • A charge for no-rent campaign had already 
been brought aj&inst me on the ground of my having advised the tenants 
not to pay rents. It was proved false upon the investigation made by 
the police. Next, the gun licence was cancelled. Ahhoijgh he had 
never before stood in the dock of any civil or criminal couit, either as a 
witness or a plaintiff or an accused, they spared no pains to afford him 
an opportunity for it this time. Not being satisfied witIT having him 
turned out of the Madrasa, an order was served on him under section 107 
and two securities of Rs. 400 were demanded on tine ground. that he had 
been preventing students from attending the Madrasa. But although 
they tried their best* nobody agreed to give false evidence. Hence, 
the proceedings had 4o lte dropped. 

Through petitions signed by thousands of men he prayed for redress 
of those wrongs* These petitions may, most probably, be found eveft 
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now among the. files of the Department of Education. Our present 
Prime Minister, the Hon 1 ble Mr. Fazlul IJuq himself, sent a letter to 
the Divisional Inspector for redressing this wrong. Not only this, but 
also an All-Bengal Proja Conference was’ held at Kusthia in Nadia on 
1st April 1934 uncler the presidency of the present Prime Minister and 
ten or twelve thousand representatives of the tenants 'attended it. The 
following resolution was unanimously carried and circulated every- 
where : — 

A resolution adopted at the All-Bengal Proja Conference — 

“Resolved that tips conference strongly protests against var ious,, 
wrongful oppressions that are being committed by' the antagonists of 
the Proja movement on the founder and director of the Senior Madrasa, 
who is a member of the All-Bengal Proja Samity and the organising 
Secretary of the District Proja Samity, in connection with the Proja 
Sava, the Madrasa a;id matters related thereto, so as to harass him 
away from the Proja npoyement through, various pretence and cunning 
devices. In order to redress the wron^ and injustice done to him, this 
conference draws the attention of the Government, especially, the 
Director of Public ‘Instruction, Bengal, the Inspector of Schools, and 
the Commissioner, Raj^hahi Division, Secretary, Board of Education, 
Dacca, the District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police, 
Maid a.” 

Proposed by — Aftabuddin Chaudhttry, D najpur. 

Seconded by — Tamizuddin Ivhan, B.L., M.L.C., Faridpur. 

Unanimously carried. 

A. K. Fazlul TIuq, 

President. 

Published by — Nazir Ahmed ChaudHury, Assistant Secretary, All- 
Bengal Proja Samity. 

Everything has be<jn done. But far from securing any redress, 
even an enquiry was not made. And how can this be possible? It was 
learnt afterwards that 0 all the petitions had gone round tjie departments 
and ultimately fallen into the hands of the Divisional Inspector and the 
Chief Officer of the district. There is no more time to-day to further 
dwell on the story of oppression. It may be necessary to relate it later. 

I simply ask you to ponder over the tremendous sacrifice made by one 
for the dissemination of education in the country and the help given at 
the instance -of another with an opposite interest even by Government 
officers to commit wrongful oppressions on the former ! And the wonder 
is that they have got promotion to higher offices by committing oppres- 
sion whereas no trial or enquiry of any sort has been held regarding the 
oppression committed even to this day and I do not know if it will be 
held at all. In regard to this the present authorities of the Education 
Department 

u The member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble*Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq. 

(As several members rose to speak Mr. Speaker said as follows.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope*you wnl realize that I have fixed a certain 
time for the discussion of each item, but if the fiouse continues to 
discuss this matter of madrassa education till 7-15 p.m., of course I 
have no objection. 

(Two or«three Muhammadan members pointed out that as it was 
a very important matter, more time for its discussion might be allowed.) 

• . ' * 

Mr. SPEAKER:. , J know that. • I know tha^the education problem 
can be discussed for months, but I have got only a very short time 
in which I have to see that ^11 the topics are approached and discussed. • 

The Hbrt’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am 
free to admit that tlie question of encouraging madrassa education# in 
Bengal which has been exercising the minds the leaders of the 
Muslim community in Bengal htfs not received that attention which its 
importance deserves. I am also free to admit that thong’ll the 
madrassa known as» old scheme madrassas have for the last few years 
lieen receiving some attention, they have been practically neglected 
up till three oEfour years ago. 

Si$, haring made these remarks, 1 # wish to tell the House very 
briefly the policy which ,this Government wish to pursue regarding 
the whole question of madrassa education in Bengal. But before I do 
so, I wish to place before the House certain facts which will enable 
the members to realize that whatever difficulties there may have been 
in the wav of Government in the past, they have been due to circum- 
stances over which we had no control, and these difficulties may have 
arisen in pursuance of a policy which* we may not now # approve but 
which was nevertheless the considered policy of the late Government. 
The policy governing madrassa education has undergone three import- 
ant changes since the introduction of the English system of secular 
education nearly a centifry ago. At the outset,* the policy was to side- 
track the madfassa system into a water-tight compartment outside the 
pale of University education in spite of the suggestion for its inclusion 
therein in the dispatch of 1854. During the year 1871-73, this policy 
of passive encouragement was changed to one of active supporj, as a 
result of which three madrassas were started at Dacca, Chittagong and 
Rajshahi. ° 

About the year 1912 the inauguration of a fresh policy was con- 
templated. The feeling of the Muslim community with ^regard to the 
then prevalent system of madrassa education was reflected in the 
following remarks contained in a Bengal Government Resolution, dated 
the 31st July, 1914’: — * * 

“The leading Muslims of Bengal have repeatedly expressed their 
desire for a general reform of madrassas. They hold that the course 
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of studies pursued therein, whilst not being exclusively secular, should 
be such as is likely to produce cultured Muslims fit to enter one or 
other of the careers opened to educated men and to play their part 
in the various activities which go to make* up the public life of modern 
India.” 

.. Thus in accordance with the desire of the Muslim community the 
reformed system of madrassa education was inaugurated with the 
avowed object among others of bringing a specifically Islamic education 
into line with the requirements of the times. This lqd to the conversion 
cf the majority of the existing old scheme madrassas into reformed 
type of mad.ras.sas and the opening of fresh junior end higk-m*wh‘iTssas" 
all over the province. The reform thus inaugurated in 1915 in the 
system of madrassa education led to the opening of Islamic Inter- 
mediate Colleges and to the inclusion of a Department of Lslnmio 
Studies in the Dacca University in order to enable the students to take 
up v further studies in^the University. 

Bearing, however, *n mind the derpand of the Muhammadan com- 
munity for real scholars versed in the Islamic lore, the old orthodox 
course with or withoijf English as an optional subject was retained in the 
Calcutta Madrassa. The course of studies in the Calcutta Madrassa 
was revised and title masses were added to this institution. Some 
scholarships were also created. A scheme for the introduction of Tibb 
in the Calcutta Madrassa is being matured. 

While not absolutely debarring from Government aid the other 
madrassas adhering to the orthodox course, it was decided that in future 
preference should be given to those that would adopt the new reformed 
course. This policy has recently undergone a change. Tlie old scheme 
Madrassas are now being accorded a more liberal treatment. In the 
present budget there is a provision for a ‘building grant of Es. 7,000 to 
an old sc he nth madrassa, while a scheme for giving capital and recurring 
grants to another old tvpe madrassas is being matured. 

The allotment for grants-in-aid to madrassas being inadequate, 
neither the high nor th° junior madrassas are in receipt of the minimum 
grants. Government in 1922 agreed to a minimum grfint of Ks. 200 
a month to a high madrassa, but in view of the financial stringency 
no money can be provided for the purpose. A scheme for an additional 
grant of Es. 17,000 has already been administratively approved and it 
is expected*that a part of the money will be available this year and that 
steps will be taken tV) provide the whole of the amount in the next year’s 
budget. A sum of Es. 2,600 out of Its. 5,000 administratively approved 
fdr grant-in-aid to girls’ junior madrassas lias been provided in the 
budget now before the Asesmbly. 

As already stated the provision for making grants to junior madrassas 
qlso is admittedly inadequate, for meeting the demand from all the 
institutions. Till now the financial condition of the province stood in 
the way of more funds being allotted for the purpose : The question 
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has now been taken up and a scheme for providing additional funds for 
grants-in-aid to madrassas of the reformed type and specially junior 
madrassas fo*r boys and girls is beingj matured. 0 

I can only conclude by saving that after assumption of office as the 
Education Minister I began to make enquiries regarding the condition 
of madrassa education in Bengal. I have collected several statistics 
showing the number of madrassas both of the reformed type and Of the 
old type and junior madrassas of both types, the number of students in 
each institution and the amount of fund which is being received by each 
madrassa and I propose to* go over the whole question witli the help of 
the members of thfe House who are interested ft madj^saft education 
and I sincerely hope that when we frame the noKt years budget we will 
be able to make sufficient provision for the madrassa education both of ‘ 
the old and the reformed type. I may mention to the House that so far as 
1 am concerned I do not personally make any distinction between the two 
classes of madrassas. I do feet that the madrassas/of the old type have 
been deliberately neglected in t\i% past and the ?ime has now come when 
the madrassas of the old type should also receive proper recognition at th% 
hands of Government and institutions of. both kind* should receive that 
encouragement which can lie given to them for advancement of madrassa 
education and* education of the type which the*Muslims want amongst 
the Myslim ’community in Bengal. 

If there is any other matter on .which the House requires any informa- 
tion I shall be only too glad to place that at the disposal of the members. 

Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: I beg leave to withdraw my 
motion. , 

The motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI : In the absence of the Congress group may 
I have your leave to move the amendment wbich stands in the name of 
Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri. * 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you cannot move an amendment standing 
in the name of 'another. But in view of the special circumstances of 
to-day I am quite prepared to permit you to move a, short notice amend- 
ment of your own. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI : Sir, with your permission I beg fo move the 
following short-notice amendment: * • 

That the sum of Rs. 117,40,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — 
Education — General” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

The question of secondary education is a very wide one. My only 
intention is to draw the attention of the Ministry to a particular aspect, 
namely, the aspect tof a'gricultural education as imparted in secondary, 
schools. We as a community are greatly interested in this question 
because the majqfity of us live in rural areas, , 
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The Catholic and Protestant denomination^ maintain 95 secondary 
schools of which 33 are High English and 62 Middle English Schools. 
In accordance with the scheme enunciated by the Education Depart- 
ment, we have agriculture in about half a dozen of these institutions. . 
We are enoounteiing certain difficulties, and I am absolutely certain 
that similar difficulties are being encountered by other non-Christian 
secondary schools. My only intention in initiating this discussion is to 
induce the Minister for Education to appoint a committee to consider 
the whole matter. With your permission, Sir, I shall try to place 
.before the House a brief account of the way in which this scheme 
originated. There was in December, 1924, a conference on agricultural 
education in wLqffi among other things the following resolution was 
,, passed: 

“That it is desirable to reconsider the present curricula *of country 
schools above the primary standard in Bengal so as to introduce the 
experiment of teachi/ig elementary agriculture combined with practical 
work in the fields. nediately after this conference, a committee was 

appointed of which my friend Mr. Sta~pleton, the then Principal of the 
Presidency College, was the President. The committee visited the 
Punjab and paid special attention to the scheme of Mr. IVrayne than 
whom Punjab had not a better friend and the Commit!, e* submitted a 
report which was accepted with certain minor modifications in 1927. 
These minor modifications in my humble opinion took away fum the 
scheme much of the virtue it had. The Government resolution said that 
it had a two-fold aim : first of all to check the rush of students to qualify 
for higher education from colleges and so forth, and second, it was 
expected that many of the students after having pained the requisite 
training would adopt agriculture as their profession. Among the pro- 
visions which were arranged were the following : 60 teachers were 

selected from special schools aiid they had to undergo a two-years train- 
ing at the secondary school of agriculture at Ramna, Dacca. As there 
was not sufficient accommodation for 60 teachers, they were sent in 4 
batches of 15 each. Each teacher was getting Rs. 10 per month during 
the period of training and also Rs. 10 per month so long as he was 
teaching agriculture. The first batch after obtaining the requisite 
training started teaching agriculture in certain schools from Jamiary, 
1930, and .the fourth batch from January, 1933. It therefore follows 
that in December, 1933, there were 60 teachers teaching agriculture in 
the selected secondary schools. 

I shall now examine the operation of the scheme. I tried my best to 
get this information officially from my old friend the Hon’ble Premier. 
But I must confess my questions were parried with the legal acumen 
for which lie is so celebrated. The information which I place before 
the House is drawn from the report of the Director of Public Instruction 
*of Bengal and the successive reports of the Director of Agriculture. I 
guarantee their accuracy. I irst of all I find that instead of 60 schools, 
in 1934 there were 56 schools, in 1935 there were 51 schools and in 1936 
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there were 49. I am quoting these figures merely to prove that the 
scheme was not the unqualified sdccess it was expected to be. Under 
the original scheme, it was understood that out of flie 60 teachers who 
would be sent for training,* 10 out* of each 15 would be from Middle 
English Schools and 5 from High English Schools. * It therefore follows 
that when the scheme wastn operation, it was expected that 60 to 66 per 
cent, would be Middle English Schools and *14 to 40 per cent, would be 
High Engl^h Schools teaching agriculture. Actually what do we find? 

In 19-14 out of 56, there were 00 High English Schools and out of 51 
schools in 19-35 there»were 25 High Schools and out of 49 schools teach- 
ing agriculture 2Q were high schools. That is say, tlm percentage of 
high schools was iftore than 50 per cent. JUiv aJ^Tsubinit that the 
scheme was not an unqual$ed success. ' • 

I sh£ll plact! before the House another set of facts collected by me 
regarding the schools fuelling agriculture .which had either a garden 
or a farm attached to them? In 19-34, according to the report oT the 
Director of •AgricultuiV the tfjtal area ot gaincn and farm was 219-4 
per acre; in 1935 the acreage came down to 216 and in 1936 the acreage 
came down to 141«8. * . 

The nexf tiling which I.have to place before the House is the ajtyre- 
ciation of. the progress which had beey made by these schools. I find 
from tfte Report of the Director of Agriculture that in 1934. 25 per cent, 
of these schools were wording very satisfactorily; 50 per cent, were work- 
ing satisfactorily and 25 per cent, w ere working unsatisfactorily. In 1935 
the Director of Agriculture says about 31 per cent, were doing excellent 
work, 25 per cent, vere doing good work and about 44 per cent, were 
doing fair or indifferent work. I come to the next year, Sir, that is 
to the year 1936. In Part L of the Report of the Director of Agricul- 
ture, there is no definite pronouncement hut there is one very significant 
admission to which I would draw the attention of the House. There 
the Director says that in 6 out of 49 schools, that is approximate! v 12-o 
per cent., there was spine profit made by working* these gardens and 
farms. • 

The original estimated recurring expenditure per year .was 
Rs. 27,000. I know, Sir, that this amount is not a very large sum 
when compared with the total, amount spent on education, but I con- 
tend that in a poor country like ours we should not allow*the waste of 
a single pie. I think the scheme as originally frataed 4>y Mr. Stapleton 
was a good scheme, but I also hold that the scheme which is operating 
at present is badly planned and that the fullest possible advantage is 
not being taken of it. 

Again, Sir, I want to place before the House certain criticisms 
passed against these schools everyone of which is drawn from Govejn>.< 
ment publications — either the Report of the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion or the Itepbrt of the Director of Agriculture. In one place it is 
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mentioned that these schools are not doing satisfactory work because 
the field work has to be done by the students after school hours. They 
are tired out and probably do not feel strongly the call of the plough. 
Then, Sir, we are ^lso told that holidays generally coincide with the 
period when field work has to be done. No attempt has been made to 
adjust these working days with the holidays. Then again in certain 
schools when there are vacancies for agricultural teachers, they can- 
not be promptly filled on account of the insufficient number of people 
who are or have been trained at the Dacca Farm. These teachers are 
not the proper type of men. They rarely take part personally but 
expect their ftic\?nts tb do the work in the fields. r I have been to the 
Kowrapukur Agriciulurah School and have seen with my own eyes the 
Eeadmaster Mr. Miller go into knee-deep mud transplanting paddy side 
by side with his students. Fnless we can get hold qf this kind" of agri- 
cultural teachers I contend, Sir, that this scheme can never be a success. 
The selection of teache^wjiich has been mjide, I submit, has not been a 
right selection. Lastly, these teachers ore regarded more as teachers 
of- ordinary schools subjects, such as English, Mathematics, Geography 
but never as teachers* of Agriculture. If the aim of these schools is 
primarily to give train yig in agriculture, then emphasi§ should be 
given to the teaching of agriculture and not to that of ordinary school 
subjects. 

I contend, Sir, that teaching agriculture? and farming in school 
gardens is a mistake. According to the scheme every school which 
desires to teach agriculture gets a capital grant of Its. 2,000 provided 
it has a farm which is 5 acres in area. On the other hand,- if it has a 
garden it gets Its. 500 as capital j.(rant. The garden is half .an acre 
in area. The school with a farm gets a recurring grant, of 100 rupees 
a year for meeting deficits while the school with a garden gets Rs. 20 a 
year. It necessarily follows that a school with a farm would be more 
costly to Government than a school with a garden. In reply to one of 
my unstarred questions the other day the Premier stated that to collect 
this information would he expensive so far as money and time aie 
concerned. I shall now give him the information which I have 
gathered. After dO years’ experience as a teacher, I am proud of being 
not only the teacher of people who now occupy very high positions but 
also of beingdhc teacher of about if 0,000 school masters — I believe infor- 
mation gathered, trom these sources is reliable. My information is that 
though tin’s scheme has been in operation for more than six years, not 
more than 50 students per year as a result of getting this agricultural 
training stick to the soil and that those who stick to the soil, do it 
because they cannot help it. 

^ , Ndw, Sir, I appeal to the Hon'ble Premier to appoint a committee 

to go into the whole question. I am certain that if he looks into the 
matter himself carefully, he will see that the criticisms* which I have 
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made are not one-sidedi that they are not ungenerous. These schools 
have a twofold value, which, if carried out, will be of immense benefit 
to the country : first of all they wo&ld give education in the rural areas 
and if they are properly implemented, they will give training in improv- 
ed agricultural methods which is so crying a need in this province. I 
make an appeal to the PreiAier to agree to my suggestion that lie should 
look into the matter himself and if possible, try to have the whole 
scheme revitwed in the light of experience already gathered. 

• 

Maulvi ABUL Ql/ABEM: Mr. Speaker, Sir*, T wish to speak a few 
words on this imporfaftt subject. Although theSidea o^stablishing a 
Board of Secondary Education had been mooted iiL>HeSadler Commis- 
sion and the Commission advocated the separation of secondary educa-* 
tion from* higher •stages, the demand for the separation really came from 
the Moslem community yhieh has been influenced by the expectation 
that the establishment of a separate board wouldjremove most of tCeir 
grievances wlfich are ndw retailing the progress of Moslem education 
in Bengal. I do not know, Sir, how this Board is going to be consti- 
tuted. Will t lie ^Moslem be satisfied. with a 4?°ard in which the 
Moslem membership would be less than 50 per cent.? Sir, I am defi- 
nitely apprehending that when this Bill will *be brought on the floor 
of thjs legislature it will be subjected fir) serious criticism only on this 
score, ^t is unfortunate that tfye task of revising this important Bill 
could not be entrusted to a representative body. The system of public 
instruction that has grown up within the last 50 years is subjected to 
serious criticism because it has failed to provide equal facilities for the 
education of all communities. Sir, there is no room for extension of 
Moslem education under the .present system and unless this system is 
given a thorough overhauling* my submission is that it will be impos- 
sible for the Moslems to keep pace with the educational progress of the 
time. The reason why the Government has iujt been able to exercise 
any effective control over the development of secondary education is 
because the* Government has had not any well-thought-out policy. 
Now that the Government has seriously taken up this question 1 would 
ask the Government to define its policy in definite Vrms. I do not want 
to enter into a general discussion of educational policy but I think it 
my duty to say a few words a# suggestions which the Government 
might take into consideration. In the first place, the* Board of 
Secondary Education should be a body fairly represented by all com- 
munities on population basis, and I think unless 50 per cent, is given to 
the Moslems I am afraid it will not be acceptable to this side of the 
House. Secondly, Sir, it should be borne in mind that the professional 
representation — by professional representation I mean representation of 
the Education staff — should not be allowed to override popular jre^rtv , 
sentation. We should certainly require professional experience but the 
real decision sfipuld always rest with the representatives of the people. 



684 


Demand for grant. 


[27th At tg.. 


Now, Sir, I must conclude by saying that in ^his session we have got 
large amount of b^P e * and assurances but we hope and trust that in 
next session we will get something more substantial and more tangible 
before the Ministers would ask us to give* our support to them. 

The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 

(After Adjournment.) 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, my hon'ble friend the mover 
of this motion has dealt with the subject of secondary education from 
one point of view. I would like, to place before ,fhe Ho?>se certain 
other aspects ‘df^this problem. In doing so I shall generally echo the 
, feeling that has bed! expressed on the floor of this House by my 
esteemed friend Mr. Abul Quasem. It will be seen, that the present 
system of secondary education is unsatisfactory! The dual control 
which is exercised upon the secondary schoofs, namely, control of the 
University and the control of Government is extremely unsatisfactory. 
This dual control should be"done away Vith as soon as possible. Again 
J/ou know, Sir, that the Moslem community as well as the schedule 
caste communities ttere awakened to the necessity of the western 
education only recently..* If we look to the distribution oMhe secondary 
schools throughout the province, what we And is that in those^areas 
where the Moslem and the schedule caste people preponderate' there 
are very few high and other secondary schools whereas in the areas 
where other communities, I mean the high caste Hindus, preponderate 
there is large number of schools. I do not blame any one. 1 do not 
blame the high caste communities in Bengal in having schools in their 
own areas; in fact, most of the private schools are the result of the 
efforts of the high caste communities and naturally they thought fit 
to establish t these schools wnere they preponderate. I also give 
expression to the feelings of gratitude of other communities towards 
members of high caste communities for establishing these schools 
although these schools are generally situated in their own areas. Other 
communities have also greatly benefited from those schools. But there 
is no gainsaying the fact that the redistribution of these schools is 
highly necessary. Those areas where there are no schools or there 
are very fe;v schools should be provided with an adequate number of 
secondary ^chools. These are the main things which necessitate the 
establishment of a Board of Secondary Education. Sir, in answer to 
a supplementary question the other day the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
gave us hope that he expects to be able to introduce legislation for the 
purpose of establishing a Board of Secondary Education in the next 
session of the Assembly. I hope this expectation will materialise. In 
this connection, I would say that I agree with my friend Mr. Abul 
Quasem in saying that in constituting the expected board of secondary 
education the claims of all communities should be adequately considered. 
Seme time ago, Sir, a tentative scheme was published' in the papers. 
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It was extremely unsatisfactory from our point of view. If that is 
the kind of the Board of Secondary Education which we are getting, 
I think th$t will never satisfy thf Moslem community, and I do not 
know how far this will satisfy the jnembers of the schedule caste com- 
munities. I submit it is too late in the day to relegate the claims of 
the Moslems and schedule .caste people to neglect and indifference any 
longer. I therefore think that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister and 
the whole Cabinet will keep this aspect of the question in view in 
framing theft proposals for the establishment of the Board of Secondary 
Education. Now; Sij\ the other day the question of the affiliation of 
the Sandwip High English School was raised before this House. This 
is a sore question and I think through inadve?^ance>4frt* Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister did not give any reply. Sir, tf tj^’Moslem community 
of Sandwip were not law-abiding people, I think they would have* 
thought of rising iiv revolt against the department in not l>eing able to 
have their school recognised, in spite of strenuous efforts made during 
a long period of time t> WbVn the Board of {Jjfcoudarv Education is 
established, questions like this will l>e successfully tackled by the 
board, but so far as the Sandwip school is concerned I think something 
should be done !>efore the Board is established. •‘•There is also another 
question. 1^ do not think Government has t y»t. come to any decieyon 
but that also seems to be *a very important question, namely, the 
quesihgi rtf deprovincialisation of Government schools. Of course if 
this is done . » 

(The member having reached the time limit, resumed his seat). 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, More the N[>eaker conti- 
nues, may I ask the* Hon’ble the Chief Minister, through you, to tell 
us whether an\ news has come confirming the information given to this 
House b\ Mr. Sarat Chandra- Bose. . 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I made enquiries 
during the recess, and I am glad to inform thedlouse that the informa- 
tion at the disposal of Government shows that the rumour is absolutely 
groundless. * * ’ * 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to support Dr. II. C. Mukh^rji. 
The gentlemen present *in the Assembly should realise the pitiable 
condition of the teachers of the secondary schools and aMo of primary 
schools. They have entertained high hopes so that we Jiiay to some 
extent alleviate their conditions. They are all bjghbj*qualified men — 
some B.A.s and M.A.s — also there are some less qualified men. But 
how they are looked upon by the Department? People of the same 
qualifications receive higher salaries, and they are fortunate. The 
provision that has 'been made in the budget is totally inadequate to 
ameliorate the condition of these poor teachers. Government, ag we 
have learned from Hon’ble the Chief Minister and the Finance Minister, 
are not expected to introduce drastic changes over night. But if they 
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want to do some service to these people and to 0 the other down trodden 
people, these drastic changes will have to be made. If any drastic 
changes are made, it should be mad£ by abolishing the ornamental posts 
of Commissioners of Divisions, Deputy Director of Agriculture and the 
Deputy Inspector-Generals of Police. This may be cut down and the 
money diverted to the nation-building departments like education, 
agriculture and so forth. But I think the Ministers are now hesitating 
to take this step, because they did not listen to the amendment of 
giving them less salaries. Sir, charity must begin at home. Had 
they received less salary they could have made drastic changes in the 
budget, and it would ^be easy for them to make precisions for nation- 
building departments . Now, the Hon’ hie the Chief Minister is hesi- 
tating because when\hey have not accepted a lesser salary, how could 
they make drastic changes in the department. Sir , I do »ot know 
whether these gentlemen realise that these poor 'teachers of primary 
and' secondary schools- are crying for redress, and I believe that their 
cry would not go in Then again 'I fully agree with my friend 

Mr. Tnmizuddin Khan with 'what, he said about the dual control of the 
University and of the Department. a 

Sir, this has given rise to many difficulties. I know, and as my 
friend Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas hinted yesterday, — perhaps he also 
knows — of some schools that ha v e not got recognition from the Univer- 
sity for three years. I am sorry to say, Sir, that most of' these 
unrecognized schools have been organized' and started by Muham- 
madans. The scheduled castes too, Sir, suffer from the same dis- 
advantage. It is regrettable that there should he communalism in 
the University. It looks like that, but I do not know whether it is 
actually so or not. 

Then, again, the treatment of teatheis and other people under the 
control of th& University is quite shabby, as they have been shabbily 
treating the pressmen of the University who submitted a petition to 
the Registrar of the University to ameliorate their condition, but to 
which the Registrar pai(J no heed. As the pressmen have been shabbily 
treated under the very nose of the Vice-Chancellor of* the Calcutta 
University, so are tfye teachers also treated shabbily. 

Then, I would like to point out another thing. It is that when the 
public try to set up a secondary school in a particular place, Govern- 
ment do nof come forward with proper help. This is particularly the 
case with regafu to the efforts made by Muhammadan and scheduled 
castes. I would take one specific case, Sir. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) 

(One or two members rose to address the Hous p .) 

Mr, SPEAKER: I think I shall have to close the debate at 7-15 p.m. 
Do jou want to give an opportunity to the Hon’ble the t Chief Minister 
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to speak or do you want to speak yourselves? That is, however, 
entirely for you to decide. « 

(As no*one rose to speak, Mr. Speaker called uptoi the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister to speak). # # 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, t must confess that 
I was not prepared for the* speech delivered by my friend Dr. Mooker- 
jee on the basis of statistics which I am not prepared either to accept 
or to contradict, but I can tell him at the very outset that the motion 
which he was to have moved related mainly to the policy of grants-in- 
aid to the schools, ami on that point 1 wish to ‘make the position deal*. 
Tlhe previous Goverrfufent for purposes ot facility of auilhl made a rule 
that grants-in-aid should be given half-yearly instctfOT of monthly, and 
as soon as this rule was mtule known protests cfnne from all quarters.* 

I have sfopped giving effect to that rule and the matter is now under 
the consideration of Government, and I thyik that some satisfactory 
solution will be arrived at. • There need therefore be no apprehen- 
sion that the*rule will Me enfor^d without suftident opportunities being 
given to the public to express their opinion. « 

As regards the •Committee to which* my f'rieifcls has referred, I can 
tell him that I shall be only too glad to have a Committee providedjie 
can furnish life with the details as to what he really wants me to do. 
and £s regards the terms of reference *to the Committee. As soon as 
information on tJhese points is § supplied, 1 would discuss the matter 
with him and I shall gladly appoint a Committee on the lines he has 
suggested. 

Turning now to some matters of great importance regarding 
secondary education fn the province, my friend Mr. Abul Quasem and 
also my friend Maulvi Tamiauddin Khan have referred to the contem- 
plated Board for the control of secondary education. As js well known 
tie idea of having a secondary board of education is not new. The 
Sadler Commission recommended some institution of this kind, and 
since then drafts have been prepared, discussed and rejected with tlhe 
result that do practicaPresults have yet been achieved. When I came 
into office I fbund a draft ready which did not satisfy me. That draft 
had allready been .sent to the Universities of Calcutta and Dat&a, 
and somehow or other that draft found its way to the Pfess, and all 
at once, without satisfying themselves, whether that was the draft 
which Government intended to produce before the legislature, a certain 
section of the Press which is always ready to criticise, at once took 
up the cudgels on behalf of the general public and criticised Govern- 
ment for going to introduce a Bill which they* characterised as reac- 
tionary. I may mention one particular item to this House, and that 
is as regards the representation that is proposed to be given to the 
various interests. • In *that proposed Bill the representation to he given mm 
to the Muslims was only 11 per cent., but even that raised a storm 

of protest froii^ certain section of the Press as being excessive, and this 
o * 
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afternoon I have heard from some of my friends that nothing less than 
,a representation of 50 per cent, will satisfy tne Muslim community. 
So the House can at once judge th^ difficulties ahead whep this Bill 
will come before the House for discussion. It is not for me to suggest 
whether the claims 0 put forward on behalf of the Muslims community 
or on behalf of the scheduled castes, or on b.ehalf of any other commu- 
nity are justified or not. That will be for the House to consider and 
decide, but I can well foresee that whatever the draft Bill may be, it 
will not have an easy passage through this House. Therefore, it is 
all the more necessary that the draft Bill should fye carefully prepared, 
and, if possible, that there shoult[ be something in the way of an 
agreed settleiltoat ( as regards controversial matters as much as possible. 
M/dth this end in vit^;,I propose to submit a draft that I have already 
got ready and which is with me, for discussion, to the leaders of the 
various sections of this House, so that they may. let me have their 
vie^s and help me to make the Bill ready f'oi presentation at the next 
session of the Assemnjy. My friend Meulvi Tamizuddin Khan has 
complained that many promises have Veen given by this Government 
a^d many hopes have been raised and he cherishes the expectation 
that those hopes will be soon realized. As regards the Board of 
Secondary Education, I can give him this assurance — I have got the 
draft Bill almost in my pocket and I can produce it now — that I shall 
send it to him at the time I send it to the leaders of the various groups 
in this House for consideration and comment. And he may rest assured 
that by the time the Assembly meets again the draft Bill will be ready 
for presentation and discussion. The only other point to which my 
friend Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan has referred was about the Sandwip 
school. I extremely regret that the case of the Sandwip school is only 
too typical of the manner in which the Calcutta University has treated 
the question of recognition of the various high schools in this province. 
I am very sorry that none is present here to speak on behalf of the 
Calcutta University, bqt none the less I think that I owe it to myself 
and also to the authorities of that school to say that for the last five 
years this school has bcmi struggling to get recognition, and I am per- 
sonally inclined to hold the \icw that the Calcutta University has 
refused recognition oil very insufficient grounds. This, Sir, is not the 
only case in which such a thing has occurred. There are three other 
instances to my knowledges: one is in ihe district of Bakarganj, one is 
in the district of Rangpur, and the third is in the district of Chitta- 
gong, in which ’applications tor recognition made by the schools have 
been refused by the Calcutta University. Only the other day a case 
like this camg up in which affiliation was refused on the ground that 
the headmaster was a man of undesirable character. I wanted an 
inquiry to he made, aud it appears that that headmaster had helped 
the Police in bringing to trial a certain terrorist. That, Sir, is the 
kind of reason on which the Calcutta University has been refusing 
recognition to schools. I have no doubt that these instances render 
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it all the more necessarf that a Bc^rd of Secondary Education should 
he constituted without any delay, |iid I would appeal to all sections 
of this House to give me their fullest help and co-operation in pre- 
paring the Bill and placing *it, on the statute-book.* I will very soon 
place the draft in the hand^ of honourable members, and I hope they 
will give the provisions of the Bill their earnest consideration and try 
to come amongst themselves to something like an agreed settlement on 
the controversial points. 

Now, I want to say a *few words on the question of the deproviucia- 
lization of Tsclmols.* Tlfis question &as considered some.V?me ago and 
rejected by the previous Government, and I rtin^yuy say that this is # 
a subject which is bristling Vitli * difficulties. There is so much to be 
said on Ixtth sidel of the question that I have not been able to devote 
much time and attention »to it or to come to a definite conclusion, as 
to what should be done. Therefore, on this f qu^tion I am afraid I 
have got to say that Ghvernme^it have nof been able to arrive at a 
settled policy. The question is not very easy of solution, and if and 
when the time com*s for thi? question to lie taktoi up for a solution, 

I hope honourable members will be able to let me have constructive 
suggestions as *to what should be done in cum* our schools are to be 
deprovincialized. A t the present moment, however, we propose to do 
nothing *in this direction, unles^, of course, there is a clear mandate 
from this House as to any particular policy which they want us to 
pursue, in which case 1 shall, of course, be only too glad to carry 
out the wishes of the House. 

% 

I do not think, Sir, there is anything further I can say, and 1 
can only repeat what I said al the very beginning that, so fas as tin* 
question of secondary education is concerned, it is one 'of the most 
important questions that we can take up, and I hope that if there are 
any suggestions to be made in this matter of 'pursuing a particular 
policy regarding secondary schools concerning the budget that is to be 
framed next I # would request honourable members of the House to let 
me have their specific suggestions. „ 

■* 

I (have nothing further to add, Sir. 


Mr* W* C. WORDSWORTH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, there are only 
three minutes left before you will now put the demand to vote, bdt 
may 1 say a word from the point of view of the University ? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid I must tell you that at 7*15 the 
guillotine will fall. Perhaps, what you intend to say now you can say 
in connection with European Education ? 
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Mr, W, C, WORDSWORTH: .What I wish to say, Sir, does not 
concern European Education, but defers only to the recognition and 
affiliation policy of the Calcutta University, to which the Hon’ble the 
Education Minister has just referred. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am very unwilling to allow you to make a 
speech now as the time is very short, but if it is in the nature of an 
explanation on behalf of the University then you can speak. 

Mr. W. DWORDS WORTH: 'That is so, Sir. ,1 wish.to say only 
this that recognition of ^schools is decided by the Syndicate, acting on 
the advice of a Schoof Committee — a large Committee of about 15 mem- 
bers, I am the only member of that .Committee who ir at the moment 
present in this House. It is quite misleading to' suggest that reoog- 
nition can be given r refused lightly. . The Committee meets every 
week, it considers carefully the case of ‘'every school, it* goes through 
jjhe reports put in by Government Inspectors, and it is quite impossible 
for a school to be gjven oi refused recognition except after full consi- 
deration. The University may make mistakes, but it is never casual 
or negligent in this matter. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJEE: In view of what has fallen from the 
Hon’ble Minister I beg to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then by leave of the house withdrawn. 

The main demand that a sum of Its. 1,17,40,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General” was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that Rs. 10,97,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — Anglo-Indian 
and European.” 

Mr. W, C. WORDSWORTH: I beg to move that the demand for 
Anglo Indian and European education be reduced by Rs. 100. 

My object is to draw attention briefly to the difficulties of the 
Auglo-Indi'an and European schools, to invite the friendliness and 
sympathy of the House, and to thank the Government and the other 
benefactors of these schools. Their difficulties may be briefly 
tfesciibed: They are the familiar difficulties of Indian schools, with 
certain additions. These schools are in difficulties, and they could not 
•'do the work they are doing iiuthis province if -it were not for the 
valuable unpaid labour of the many members cf religious Orders who 
give their lives to teaching in Bengal. Even so, it is as much as the 
schools can do to carry on their work, and there are verj r few, if any, 
that are not in serious embarrassment. One hardslnp is that they 
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have to do a great deal* of work far charity because they are serving 
a community that in whatever pari* of the world it is, required by its 
sentiments and traditions, education for all its children as an 
imperative equipment for life. The separateness of European educa- 
tion is only a working arrangement arrived at for the convenience of 
Government ; it is not a consequence of race eoneiousness or race 
aloofness. Although we call these schools Anglo-Indian and European 
Schools I may remind you that they are appreciated by the Indian 
community. In most • of t them there are Indian boys and girls. By 
the European^od^ 25 j>er cent, of# the pupils ^f a European school 
may be non-European, and in many of them tli^it permntage is reached, 
and there is still piessjjre for admission. Sindian children in • 
European ♦schools, are full members of the school in all senses; they 
are welcome in all tlteir activities and are treated as any other pupils; 
the\ are found in all classes, .among the prize winners, in the football 
and hockey sidles; they ore tifking their part # in all activities. 1 may 
mention that they sometimes take their pah also in their schools’ i^ 
activities as a Governor of wme schools. *1 occasionalh see Indian 
names in the lists of those who have forgotten to pa\ their fees. 
These schools have a numbe/ of Indian teachers; they have a large 
number of Indian employees of one kim] or another; and the 10 lakhs 
that ytnf are asked to vote for them to-day, is not all spent on Anglo- 
Jndian and European children. * 

Then again 1 should point out that the European schools are 
moving very rapidly towards the Calcutta Cniversity. Their boys 
and girls go up for fhe Matriculation and many of them for the 
'Intermediate Examinations. .They send their pupils on to Indian 
colleges to prepare themselves for the degree. All this is (^importance. 

Until recently European education was a reserved department. 
Its special reserved character has disappeared? it is now an ordinary 
part of the administrathyi, and for the first tiiye it comes under the 
administration • of an Indian. Our Minister for Education is the 
Minister for European education. In administering this small depart- 
ment he is assisted by a Bbard of Advisers, and he will find that it is 
a ven vigorous and pertinacious adviser. It does its work, I make 
bold to say, thoroughly and it is trusted as represen tat if e for our 
European schools. On that Board the University ha* a member. 
That member is our present Vice-Chancellor and it is not necessary 
to tell this house how useful a member he is. .The European com*- 
lmuiity in Bengal fs coming into closer touch with the Indian community 
in all ways. One of tny chief reasons for speaking this afternoon is to 
invite the sympathy and friendliness of our Indian friends. The # 
European schools naturally hope that their position will improve. 
TLej have a grant assured to them by Statute, the average of the 
last 10 years. They hope«for more, but not at the expense of Indian 
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education. They hope that Indian* education’ and European educa- 
tion will advance and improve and^be benefited together. - They are 
unable to understand how education can advance in part ; it must . 
advance as a whole. 0 

Judging by the discussion of yesterday perfect Moslem and Indian 
accord would be an admirable thing for the education of our province 
if we can bring it about. Similarly I appeal here for perfect Indian 
and European accord, without which the European schools cannot be 
Casv or do their best woik. 

* Mr. J. W. CliipPtNDALE: I rise to ask the support and 
sympathy of my Indian brothers and sisters in this Assembly. I need 
not remind them that we are members of a small community and accord- 
ing to the language of the day a minority Community. We are poor 
and desparately poor. Most of our education is, given to us by charity — 
the charity of churches and of religious bodies and of the British nuns 
of the various orders we see spread out throughout the whole province. 
Now, we ask the sympathy, the 'kindliness and friendliness of this House 
in our endeavours improve ourselves. The foundation which we seek 
for education is religion. We believe that religious education in all 
institutions leads to the best education. Furthermore we also, believe 
that for education itself certain subjects ar« necessary for the Anglo- 
Indian community, as for instance, rightly or wrongly we believe that 
Latin and Greek should be taught in schools in order to make us quite 
familiar with the English language and to have a working knowledge of 
the same. We believe also in the elementary education at least of the 
natural sciences, : Some sort of knowledge in Physics and Chemistry ir. 
order to advance us in economic life. Are these things to be despised? 
Are they not necessary for the community? 

With all the help that we get from the religious bodies, perhaps this 
House will be surprised to learn that there is a considerable number of 
boys and girls in the city of Calcutta who are roaming qbout the streets 
of Calcutta because they are unable to pay their ordinary school fees. 

I myself have made four appeals and sent them to various bodies and 
persons whun I know and I am trying my level best just to raise a little 
money for^.he school fees of these children, but I cannot get it. Further- 
more as the Ilqn’ble Chief Minister himself knows many of our school 
buildings are sadly in need of repairs. There is one school that con- 
tracted a debt of about Rs. 8,000, not for the purpose of extension but 
for the purpose of maintaining the existing building and keeping it 
wind and water tight and doing other necessary repairs. What is the 
result? Eight years have passed and yet that dgbt has not been repaid. 

We want also ordinary laboratories. If you go to any school and 
ask “where is your laboratory” you will find that it does not possess one. 
If it does, it is of the most elementary character. 
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I do not want to taJje up the valuable time of the House but at the 
same time I must mention certain other facts connected with the distress 
and indigence of the community. *That is the reason why I appeal to 
you for help. Look at the^ Bengal Civil List which is being sent to 
every member of this House; go through the pages of the Civil List 
carefully and you will find* that it is melancholy reading so far as the 
Anglo-Indian Community is concerned. These are the facts which I 
have collected together. I do not desire to go into the details of those 
tacts. Suffice it for my purpose to mention shortly and as briefly as 1 
can the following fac4s:, (1) there are 257 Deputy Magistrates out of 
whom four.aj^Anglo-Indians ; the just appointment was in 1921 — none 
after that. There afre 379 Sub-Deputy Magistrates 

(The member having retched* the time-limit, Resumed his seat.) 

• • 

Mr. C. CRIFFlfHS: • Mr. Speaker Sir, I.rise to support our Honjble 
friend Mr. Wordsworth and ^oin him in thanking our new Minister of 
Education the Hon’ble Mr. Fazj^il Huq and the Cabinet for our grant of 
Its. 10,97,000 voted expenditure for the year 1937-38 under the hecgl 
“37 — Anglo-Indian* and European Education 1 * ^jiich compared with 
that of the previous years, viz., Its. 10,05,000 shows an increase ol 
its. 32,000 but*if we were to4akc the total graift voted and noil-voted we 

have only its. 11,02,000 against Its. 12y«S7,000 a deficit of Rs. 1,85,000. 

• • ' 

In the circumstances tl^eiefone, it is gratifying lo find that the burden 
of providing for the Reformatory School, and the expenditure other than 
Anglo-Indian and European in the districts of Darjeeling and the Chitta- 
gong Hill Tracts have been transferred, thus affording us some relief. 

This removes our "apprehensions as to the future, now that a new 
stage lias been reached in the history of Bengal with self-government 
in the hands ot the people of this oouitfry and a Minist^ r composed 
entirely ol the members of the two major communities — Muslims and 
Hindus. # • 

If one good turn deserves another, then to-day in our need no better 
turn could be* Join? us in appreciation of the work done by our forbears. 
For example men like William Carey, John Marshman and William 
Ward the immortal trio of Serampore who about ftO years ago built at 
a cost of over Rs. 2,25,000 the Serampore College, thatnnassK’e structure 
which stands facing the river lldoghly for the education an 4 weKare of 
Bengali Students, both Christian and non-Christiaik m 

Sir, I have already stressed during the budget discussion the dire 
poverty the members of my community have fallen into for # want of work, 
brought about by the so called Indianization of the services, when 
members of our community were removed to make room for the members 
of another, both bein^f Indians. 

It should always be remembered that we form one of the component 
parts that go t<^ make up the peoples of Bengal and that our future 
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entirely depends on the education we receive. We along with the other 
middle classes of Bengal need skill* d employment to enable us to live 
in our own style, and up to the standard to whicfi we are accustomed. 

All around we find an attempt miade tp raise the standard of the 
poorer Indians while the middle classes are not considered. It should 
not be forgotten that the middle classes generally form the backbone 
of a country, and if neglected the whole complicated movement of our 
economic system will be destroyed. However the burden^ef providing 
the cost of education for the children of the poorer members of the Anglo- 
Indians falls mainly on* the Schools, since the parents through want of 
employment are unable to pay the fees, and with the, low,.scale of wages 
now offering all round, ,the cost of education in our better schools is 
♦ practically being placed beyond the reach ef most of us. 

The position has become so acute that the district 'charitable society 
has found it necessary to widen their scope of, activities and to help our 
Schools by certain contributions, so thatj the children of respectable 
Anglo-Indian families who have fallen r>n evil days, may be moved from 
Vgidesirable surroundings. 

The recent appeal*, made by* the Bishop of Calcutta both here and in 
I^ondon for funds, for our Schools as reported in the press will show to 
what straits our schools have been reduced. We have no wealthy men 
who retire in Bengal to leave us donations, and on this matter I flight 
•quote what the Metropolitan had to sa l y with regard to Church Schools 
“that in India they possessed no retired c/ass among Europeans; the 
latter retired to England and there remained in India no such class to 
contribute to Church funds.” 

(Government grants also have been cut from 'time to time and the 
stipends formerly given to the poorer pupils have been stopped. Surely 
a community that loyally supports and stands by the Government is 
deserving of some consideration. Again our Schools make provision for 
25 per cent of non-Europeans and are well patronised by Indians, so 
there should hardly bo any question raised regarding our grants, which 
benefit all, and in this connection I would like to repeat what I said last 
year on the floor of this House. 

Io efficiently maintain our institutions in Bengal t lit* annual cost is now 
over 37^ lajfhs of rupees and the grant is just a little over 10A lakhs, 
leaving us Jo find the balance, viz., 27 lakhs. Assuming that by 
enhanced school fee^ a little over <>() per cent, of this amount is realised, 
the remainder is got from our endowment funds. 

« But to-day we are to make provision for the admission of 25 per cent, 
of non-Europ'eans into our schools and only 15 per cent, are to be sthjown 
on the register for the purpose of maintenance-.t-grant calculated on 
attendance. ( 

Surely to educate the 25 per cent, of non-Europeans, at present 2,667 
pupils out of a total of 11,853 it is necessary to utilise a quarter of tho 
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Government grant and a quarter of our e'ndowluent funds, and if we were 
to debit the latter sum against the* former it jvill be seen how little we 
do get from Government in the way*of grants. 

It is therefore to be hoped that 9 Indians of political thoughts will 
realise that children of their community are receiving educational 
advantages provided by benefactors in the past solely for Anglo-Indian 
children and that consequently Government grants to our schools will 
be increasingly liberal as time goes on 

(The member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K.<FAZL,UL HUQ: This is the first occasion* 
on whirl* this pert of the Budget is being presented by a Minister for 
Education, and I cannot l^t this opportunity pass without paying a very 
well-deserved tribute to the • great services rendered to the cause of 
Anglo-Indian<\nd Euroj*>an Induration in Bengal by Sir John Wood head 
who was in charge of this Branch of Education under the old regime 
Sir, as regards this Jlepartmewt, I may te,ll the Tloyse that this division of 
Education — European and Anglo-Indian and Education — General is due 
only as a mflGer of working convenience and Moes not arise from any 
desire to raise any racial differentiation. There is a provincial Board 
whirl? ftorks as an advisory body, and a meeting under the Chairman 
ship of the Member in change of European and Anglo-Indian Education 
and the Minister in charge of Education under the present Constitution 
is held by that particular board working as an advisory body to bring 
to the notice of the Minister in charge specific questions relating to 
Anglo-Indian and European Education in Bengal. Sir, under the Gov- 
ernment of India Act, Government is bound to provide in its Education 
Budget a grant for Anglo-Tndian and European Education which is not 
to be less than the average of the grants made in the ten years ending in 
March 19-37 (?). The total Education Budget. ft still less than the ten 
vears’ average but it is greater than the Education Budget tor the last 
financial year.* The Anglo-Indian and European Education Budget lias 
been therefore automatically benefited and more money has been m^de 
available in this year’s budget. This extra money amounting to a little 
more than Rs. 40,000 has been spent on a number of .^chem^s of capital 
expenditure and on the restoration of ten per cent, cuts 4 inpffted on 
certain grants during the years of financial stringency.* T freely admit 
that the money that has been provided for Anglo-Indian and European 
Education is still inadequate and my examination of the question has 
revealed the fact that this money would have been hopelessfy inadequate, 
had it not been for the fact that a very large part of the work of education 
is being done bv unpaid members of religious orders. I cannot pav too 
high a tribute to the selfless work by scholars of repute belonging to thfe 

various religious orders without whose willing co-operation it would have 

• • 
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been impossible for the Government of Bengal to tackle the various 
problems relating to Anglo-Indian .qnd European Education in this pro- 
vince. I can only express the hope that the provincial Board will, in 
co-operation with me as the Minister in charge, be able to materialise 
schemes for the improvement of Anglo-Indian and European Education. 
As regards further grants I shall leave it to.my friends in this House to 
suggest to me ways and means of doing so, having regard to the claims of 
various other interests on the Education Budget of this province. Sir, 
at the present moment, I do not wish to take the time of this House by 
discussing any other question and I only conclude by expressing the 
hope that so far as the Indian sectjpn of this House ^is concerned, there 
will be no unfriendly attitude towards the cause of Anglo-Indian and 
European Education. propose to worl$ in perfect harmony and we 
realise the special difficulties of Europeans in this country. ,T may tell 
the House that the various educational institutions are in many cases 
not used by Europeans who come from Europe to work in India. They 
generally prefer to send ' their children for education at Home, and 
Indians no less than Europeans and Anglo-Indians are benefited by the 
various schools which exist in this country and which are meant osten- 
sibly for Anglo-Indihns and Europeans as their doors are always open 
t6' students of our community. Let me once more assure our European 
friends that wo will work as hard for their education as we do for Indian 
education and that we do realise that for the good of the country and 
in the best interests of Education there should be no misunderstanding 
which would be as disastrous to us as it would be to the cause of Educa- 
tion at large. I hope the motion that has been moved by my friend, 
Mr. Wordsworth, will he withdrawn. 


Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: I beg'leave of the House to withdraw 
my motion. 

The motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The demand that a sfim of Es. 10,97,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “37 — Education — Anglo-Indian*and European” was then 
nnt find no'T’ppd to. ' 


Adjournment. 

The House Vas then adjourned till 10-30 a.m. on Saturday, the 28th 
August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the "Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 

underthe provisions of Government If India Act, 1935. 
t • 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, the 
28th August, 1937, at 10-30 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Spealte'T (fhje iton’ble Khan Bahadur M.VAzizui? Haque, c.i.e.) 

in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers aifd 190 members. 

•• * * 


UNSTATED QUESTIONS. 

O • 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 


Over-schooled areas.* 

49. * Dr. H. C. MOOKHERJI: (<i) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education J)eparfment be pleased to state whether there 
are any areas which are at present-over-schooled in respect of secondary 
education in the sense that there are more schools in the locality than 
the average numeric^ strength of the schools will justify, taking 320 
as the desirable limit for a school? 

(b) If the answer to (a)' is in the* affirmative, \\ ill % the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing such areas 
w r ith the number of schools in each and their numerical strength? 


• * • 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): It has been brought to my notice, 
from time to time, that there do exist areas in the province which are 
over-schooled, but I cannot specify such areas and the details asked for 
are not available. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble^ Minister be pleased- to 
state whether by the word “over-schooled” he understands that a 
particular area has*a larger number of schools than in his opinion is 
justifiable or does he understand it to mean that while the number of 
schools is* not excessive, each of them is teaching more than 320 ’ 
students ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: By the word “over- 
schooled” I mean the number of schools irrespective of the number of 
students. 


The Vidyasagar College,, Calcutta. * 

50. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Will the Hop’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether the 
Vidyasagar College at, Calcutta receives any grant from Government, 
and, if so, whether students of alj communities ar$ admitted without 
any racial or communal/liscrimination ? 

(b) If the answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to say separately how many European and Muslim 
students are in that college? 

J • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL frUQ: (a) The college does not 
receive any grant-in-^id from Government and ^ nnn_ 

Hindu students. 

(/)) Does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Does the Hon’ble 
Minister propose to take any steps' to induce these colleges to throw 
open their doors to studeuts of all communities? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: II is a request for action, 
Sir. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of this answer, 
namely, that this particular college does not admit non-Hindu students, 
does the Hon’ble Minister propose to take necessary steps? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know whether 
we can tak. any steps at all. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Has the Honble 
Minister laid down any policy in order to induce educational institutions 
to adopt a non-communal policy with regard to admission of students? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I ^submit that no policy 
has been laid down because Government has had no opportunity of 
taking any steps. 
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Matllvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Haying regard to the fact that 
non-Hindu students are not admitted, does tlm Hon’ble Minister think 
it desirable to be in communication with the\ University in regard to 
this matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K.* FAZLUL HUQ: I will convey the wishes 
of the honourable member by a correspondence with the University. 

<• 

Dr. H. C. MU4CHERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that there 
is in existence some kind of a trust which does not allow the trustees 
of this college^to* admit any except Hindu stuttentw? • . 

The Hon’ble ftr. A. K.“fazLul HUQ: I do not know but I am 

told that there is sifch a trust. 

» 

Recruitment of scheduled cas\^\ in the ministerial services in the civil 
counts of Rangpur. ^ • 

51. Babu* K8HETRA NATH SINCHAh' (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department aware that His Excellency 
whih* at Rangpur on the 31st October, -1936, declared to the effect, that 
appointments in the minbterial 4 services would be given to the members 
of the scheduled castes in the proportion of 1 to 4? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) how many clerks lmVe been appointed in the civil courts of 
Rangpur; and ‘ . 

(ii) how many of them have been given to the members of the 
scheduled castes? * * 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 

to stop recruitment from castes other than scheduled castes till the 
proportion is reached? ^ ► » 

» i 

MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharsuff J^ossain, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) Yes, that one out of every four temporary vacancies 
would be so filled. 

. 

(5) (i) Ten (permanent and temporary). Between September, 
1936, and August, 1&37. 

(ii) Two. 

(c) No. 
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Babu K8HETRA NAfH 81NCHA: With reference to answer (c), 
may I know why no action has b$en taken to raise the proportion to 
25 per cent, so far as tie district of Rangpur is concerned P 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Action has been taken. • 

Muhammadan Marriage Registrars. 

£ 

62. Maulana MD. MANiRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister^ charge of the Education (Registration) Depart- 
ment be pleased to state— 

(i) whether there is any age limit for the appointment and retire- 
ment of Muhammadan Marriage Registrars; 

° (ii) the qualifications necessary for appointment as Muhammadan 
Marriage Registrars; and 

(Hi) whether any change has befen made in the qualifications 
necessary /or appointment to these posts'? 

(b) Will the Hon’ We Minister be also pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that some of the Muhammadan Marriage Registrars have kept 
notes of the terms of the kahinnamah in their registers in Lengali 
although the /cabins are actually written in* Urdu? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in 1 the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether Government propose to take steps — 

( i ) to stop such a procedure immediately; and 

(ii) to safeguard correct and accurate translations by persons who 

have knowledge of the Urdu language? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) (/) No. Orders, 
however, have recently issued to the effect that they should not 
ordinarily be allowed to hold office after their attaini/ig the age of 
60 years. 

(ii) The qualifications will be found in rule 4 of the Rules published 
under Notiiication No. 620-Regn., dated the 14th August, 1929, a 
copy of which is placed on the Library table. 

(Hi) No. ~ 

, (b) No such case has yet been brought to my notice. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Al-Haj Maulana Dr. 8ANAULLAH : With' reference to answer 
(ii), does the Hon’ble Minister propose to make the possession of an 
academic certificate such as the madrasah final or any other certificate 
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of an equivalent examination the minimum qualification for the recruit- 
ment of Muhammadan Marriage R^istrars bdpau9e fche existing rules 
are clearly vague and definitely indefinite? " 

i * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You cannot argue your pomt when putting 
questions. 

The Hon’Sle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I will consider the sugges- 
tions of the honoifrab\e member. 

NumEef* of* civil* suits in the* civil courts tof Chittagong. 

S3. Khan Bahadur JAtALUDDIN AHMAB: Will the Honble* 

Minister in charge of, the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing, year by year, during the last 
five years: — *i , * 

(a) the number of original* suits and rases in the civil courts of 

the district of Chittagong; > * 

(b) the number of appeals therefrom; 

(c) the number of such* suits or appeals dismissed for default and 
. ^ ‘dismissed under order 41, rule 11, of the Code of Civil 

Procedure, 1908; an^ 

(d) the average number of appeals disposed of monthly by each 

appellate court under the District Judge of Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Nawib MU8HARRUFF H033AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

A statement is laid on the table. 

. • 


Statement referred to in the answer to unstarred question No. 53, showing the 
number of civil suits , year by year , during the l^st five years in the district 
of Chittagong. 


• 

1932. 

• 

1933. 

1934. I 

1930. 

1936. % 

(a) Original suits 

31,461 

39*732 

41,513 

41,202 

* 

41,098 

(6) Appeals 

1,340 

1,532 

1,571 

* 881 

1,245 

(c) Suits ' . . 

3,599 

3,893 

3,849 , 

3,982 

• 

3,961 - 

♦Appeals 

. 263 

207 

210 

108 

244 

(d) . .. 

*20-3 

23 -2 

23 *8 

12 *6 

17 *§ 


9 Note .— No separate figures to show the number of appeals dismissed under order 
41, rule 11, Civil Procedure Code, are kept. * 
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j3hort-notiw question. 

/ * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I find that Mr. Pain’s short-notice question is 
ready and could have been answered to-day but he is absent. I con- 
t aider that a shoyt-notice question cannot be answered in the absence 
of the member who has put it. 

Al-Haj Maulana Dr. 8ANAULLAH: On ^ a point of order, Sir. 
I handed over my short-notice question about four day sa<™ and I have 
been also told that th4 answer has been handed over to this Department 
.by the Hon’ble Minister concerned, but I am sorry to find that up till 
now the answer is not forthcoming. 


The Hon’ble Sir KIJOY PRASAD SfNCH ROY: I am sorry my 
friend has misunderstood me. I did'/jot say that the answer was 
handed over by me to the Legislative Assembly Department, I said that 
it was handed over by me to r the Revenue Department. The answer 
should have been placed a on the Table to-day. I am very sorry for the 
delay and I hope to reply to it next day. 

■ r 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: May I make one submission to you, 
Sir? As regards questions, we on this side of the House and I believe 
almost all other sections of the House are not satisfied at the dilatory 
manner in which questions are being answered in this House. If you 
will please notice, you will find that on an average not more than eight 
questions are being answered every day. This privilege of asking 
questions is considered to bo a very cherished privilege. Can you not, 
Sir, as the custodian ofViur rights and privileges, use your influence in 
bringing pressure on Government so that, questions may be answered 
promptly ? , 


Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not so much the fault of Government depart- 
ments as it is of the Assembly Department itself, and this is due to 
the fact that we have only a skeleton staff to deal with questions and 
answers. You may remember what I said on a previous occasion that 
we had still 300 questions to dispose of, and we had no other alternative 
but to tentatively admit them and send each one of them to the 
administrative department concerned. Unless the Assembly Depart- 
ment gets expert assistance in the matter, it is impossible to admit so 
many questions without a detailed examination within the specified 
time. It is impossible to deal with the amount and volume of work 
with our present staff. . ^ 1 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 3ANYAL: In connection with the debate on 
the question of the inadequate staffl of the Assembly > Department , the 
Hon’ble Home Minister was pleased to assurers that his department 
and other departments would* place dt your disposal the requisite staff 
to meet the present emergency. Have you got such assistance now 
and is there any difficulty with regard to the disposal of these matters f 

Mr. 8PE/tKER: I hope you will realise that even though the 
administrative departments may have been prepared to send their staff 
to deal wit h q uestions. J think it eapnot possibly meet the emergency. 
We require permanent staff, because it is iin possible for' a new man 
from the Secretariat to exiupine and prepare a note as to whether a 
question i» admissible or not and whether it comes within the restrictive 
provisions of the Government of India Act or of rules and Standing 
Orders. We tried one or twt* men but found thaj it was much better 
to leave the matter to the pr\ent permanent*staff than to utilise the 
services of men who are not cfyfversant with the technicalities of our 
Department. AVe have also V en &i vei \ a •number of men for super- 
vision work in the visitors’ galleries but thougfi the administrative 
departments frPmised to semj a total number <tf ten men, we got onfy 
one man on. the first day, and three on thp next day and seven yesterday, 
and not know how many there are to-day. That is the present 
position . * 

I think, however, it would be Tetter not to raise this question in 
this Chamber but to discuss it with the Home Minister and the leaders 
of the various groups tout. side this Chamber. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: In.view of what >ou have stated, 
Sir, it appears that there will soon be a complete deadlock. Has the 
Hon’ble the Home Minister got no statement to iy # ake in this connection ? 
As you say, Sir, a permanent staff alone can deal with the matter. I 
submit that unless this ft done to solve our present difficulty, the work 
of the Assembly Department would come to a stand-still. 

> * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I wilj be prepared to 
discuss the matter with the leaders of the various groups iu your 
presence. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon’ble the Home Minister is pleased to 
accept my suggestion. I propose to call such a conference Sometime next 
week. • 

• 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: We were told that the short*- 
notice question put by Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu would be answered 
to-day. The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin made that statement. 
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The Hon’hle Khwaji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: First of all, Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu is not her;. Then is regards his question, it involves 
communication with thj Government of India and with the Chief 
Commissioner of the Andamans, and I am' not yet in a position to give 
a reply to it. I was quite prepared to answer Mr.. Pain’s question 
which is practically on the same subject, but Mr. Pain also is not here 
to put his question. 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: As regards Mr. Pain’s question, 
with your permission, Mr. Speaker I can represent hiin the matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no objection if the Home Minister is 
prepared to answer it, but the general practice which I want to follow 
in regard to short-notice questions is that the member concerned will 
put the question and th.e Hon’ble Min/jster concerned will make the 

rep'y- . y,r 

O 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am prepared to 
answer it, but may I submit that this will not be treated a precedent? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am permitting it only as a special case as the 
Leader of the Opposition has made a special request and as the question 
seems to be of sufficient importance. But I can definitely say that no 
short-notice question will be answered in the absence of the Member 
who has put it.. 

Mr. ABD'JR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, you said sometime 
ago that you were not going to make it a practice and now you Say 
that you are permitting it as a special case. 


Mr. 8PEAKER : My final ruling is that the Member concerned 
should be present and put the question personally, but this is an excep- 
tion which I am going to make in favour of the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion. Mr. Siddiqi should know that >every rule has its exception. 


Short-notioe Starred Question. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Home (Special) Department aware of the decision of the Gov- 
ernment pf India that they would not stand in the way, of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal if the latter wanted repatriation of the prisoners in 
the Andamans? - , 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirniaftve, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — j t 

(t) whether he contemplates taking’ immediate steps for their 
repatriation; and • * 

(ii) whether die contemplates also communicating’ his decision to 
the hunger-strikers without delay? 

The Hon’ble Ktjwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a) The attention of the 
Hon’ble Member is incited to the communique ‘issued liy the Govern-' 
ment of Indi*»cuj the 20th August, if copy of wh»Ji has be^n placed, in 
the Library. 

(b) Does not lU’ise. 


Communique referred to in tlfo answer to the $ shoft-notice question of 
Mr. Bn rad a Crouinna BaiiKSn the Assembly meeting j of the 2Sth , 
Any ust, 7.957. % ! • * 

“Since it ts*clear that misapprehensions hate arisen as regards the 
position of the Government of India in .regard to the demand for the 
repatriation of the prisoners in 1 lie Andamans, consequent on the dis- 
cussion in the Legislative Jtssenftdy on August 25, t he Government of 
India think it well to make clear b^rond question their attitude in this 
matter. It is as follows: — 

“Any order for repatriation would have to be issued, as already 
publicly explained, In the Government of India as being the Govern- 
ment administering ihe Andilfnans. r Ihe Government of # India have 
already made it clear that, tor the reasons they have publicly stated, 
so far as they are concerned t hey are not prepared # to give any considera- 
tion to demands put forward by the prisoners or by other persons on their 
behalf so long* as the hurtger-slrike continues.” * 


Supplementary Questions. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: In the Hon’ble &e Home 
Minister aware that Mr. Mrnlie on behalf of the HomeT)epartment of 
the Government of India made a definite statement in the Indiai) 
Legislative Assembly that, if the Government rtf Bengal wanted re- 
patriation, the Government of India would not stand in their way. 

4 

The Hobble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I refer the "Hon’ble 
Member to the communique of tbe Government of Indm. 
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Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I submit, Mr. Speaker, it is not 
an answer to iuy fc question. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit that it- is a 
complete answer. h 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA B08E: Mr. Speaker, the communique is 
silent on that point. 1, therefore, ask, is the Hon ’tie the Home 
Minister aware that Mr. Mudie, representing the .Home Department 
of the Government of India, made a clear and definite statement in 
the Indian Legislative Assembly two days ago ’that 'if tbs 'Government 
of Bengal wanted repatriation the Government of India would not stand 
in their way? ' " 

The Hen’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have only seen a 
report to that effect in newspapers. ^ 

ir 

Mr. (JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the lion hie Minister 
prepared to state on liehall ol the Government oi Bengal whtther he 
is going 1 o make a demand toi repatriation? o 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing further 
to add to tlie policy which 1 announced in the House at the time of the 
discussion of the adjournment motion on the Andamans question. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Has the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister made an attempt officially to verify or get confirmed the 
statement oi 1 Mr. Mudie when he saw it in newspapers? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

, Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to inform the House whether he is prepared to move in t^e 
matter of repatriation on behalf of the Government of Bengal P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated 

what the Government policy on this question is and as the- House has 
given its veidict on that policy, I have nothing further to add* 

Mr. SARAT ^CHANDRA BOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister. in a 
position ip; contradict. the statement which appeared in newspapers that 
Mr. Mudie tfl*de .and which I have already quoted? 
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Tlw Hon’ble Khwajf Sir NAZIMUDDIN! In view of my previous 

answer it is obvious that 1 am not jn a pdsition to contradict. 

1 

Mr. R. H. FERGUSON; Is it »not a fact that no Government can 
take action until the hunger-strike is called oft? # 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit it is a tquestion of 
opinion. « 

The Hoit’bie KhWajfrSir NA1IMUDDIN: • With your permissioif, 
Sir, I should l^ke to afnswer this question that V} viewiof the decision 
of the House on this issue the answer is in tilt affirmative. 

•» « • 

Mr. rfBDUL'RAJtMAN SIDDIQI: In the light of the statement 
of Mr. Mudie, does not the Home Minister feel that the verdict of ibis 
House (Office) requires change? * 

(No answer.) 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Having regard to t he fact that 
the position 1s*now made cle.ar that it is the itmcern of the Provincial 
Governmeqt to make a demand for repatriation, does not the Hon’ble 
Minis!?*! think that as the verdict of the House proceeded on the basis 
that it was the concern of "the Central Government, it has not made a 
change in the situation? • 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Government of 
India communique does not bear out the contention of the hon’ble 
member who has put the question. . 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that expenditure on Bengal prisoners 
in the Andamans is incurred by the Government of Bengal and not by 
the Government of India? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja iir NAZIMUDDIN: May I submit for your 
decision, Sir, that this question (Joes not arise out of tile main questiop? 

‘Mr. SPEAKER: I personally think that this question does arise, 
because the point at issue is whether the decision of this House was 
taken on the basis of the jurisdiction of the Government pf India. As 
a result of your answer, Mr. Bose wants to make it cleay whether the 
financial responsibilfty rests with the Government of llengal or not. 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The amrwet is in the 
affirmative. 
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Mr. 8ARAT CHANDA A BOSE: Will tlif Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Lt is a fact that th<* Bengal prisoners in the Andamans 
were taken to the Andairans by the Government of India at the request; 
of the Government of Bengal? . i 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. 1IOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’blq Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government of Bengal is^ prepared to make 
a request for repatriation and to make it quite. clear that financial obli- 
gations of the Government of Bengal will be met if* the Bequest is not 
acceded to ? * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The policy of Government 
has already been announced on this question € and there is no reason to 
justify a change in that policy, because Die Government of India have 
made it clear that whatever statement may have been made by 
Mr. Mudie is not the opinion of the (Jovernment of India. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

“17 — Irrigation-Working Expenses,” etc. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SR IS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move 
that a sum at Its. 33,10,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads 
“17 — Irrigation — Working Expenses — ES. — Oilier Revenue Expendi- 
iurc finance I from Ordinary Revenues — 18(1). — Other Revenue 
Expenditure financed from Famine Relief Fund — 19. — Construction of 
Irrigation, Navigation*, Embankment and Drainage Works — B. — 
Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 08. — Construction of Irrigation, 
Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works not' charged to 
Revenues/ * 

In framing the budget of the Irrigation Department of the current 
year, we have generally had to follow the lines of the previous year’s 
budget of 'the late Government. The present Government are fully 
alive to the vital necessity of a forward policy and within the short 
space of time at our disposal we have been able to provide some indica- 
tion in this respect of the steps which I have taken to combat this 
serious problem. Sir, hon’ble members will realise that the budget of 
the Irrigation Department which I have the hondur to present in this 
House is rather on the modest scale of the lat§ Government, and the 
actual demand of the current year is rathef Tess by Rs. 1,19,000. The 
modest scale of this year’s budget is due to the fact that no majpr 
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schemes of public impfftrtance relating to this branch was found Teady 
for inclusion. Irrigation, navigation ami drainage Schemes which are 
dealt with by this department cannot be prepared at a moment’s notice. 
Extensive surveys and invent igatioh and especially hydraulic observa- 
tions are essential preliminaries before these schemes can be prepared. 
Then, again, there is the financial aspect which has got to be looked 
into at some details. 

• 

An import ant # feature in the current year’s budget, is the provision 
of Rs. 1,25,000 undA* head “18A — Miscellaneous expenditure — Estab- 
lishment of tools «nd plants*’ and Its. 27,230 uyder “IgA— Miscellane- 
ous expenditure — Establishment on account, of cosj of* staff, etc.,” 
respectively, for engineering and revenue survey tor the preparation of* 
detailed Schemes# for flushing and irrigating the area lying between the 


Damodar and the river ^ooghly. 1 may tell the House that this is a 
flood-flushing scheme of considerable importance, and I should lilfe to 
refer to it iif some detail at V later stage. Another important feature 
has been the provision of Its. f^2'»,0(IO umhV “(irants-in-aid” on belief 
of the annual grant to the ^atonwu* Board, proposed to he estab- 
lished as soon as we are able to get all the details. 

• • ♦ • 
The current year’s budget piovide Ks. 5,97,500 foi “Original works 

— W*Jw in progress — New surveys and surveys in progress” of which 
details will be found in appendix A, on pages 20-27 of the budget. 
A few new items of small worksjave been provided for such as the 
construction of a regulator on the Damodar (’anal, fitting a regulator 
at Banka syphon, etc., and these are considered to be necessary in the 
best, public interest. *The budget provides tor a lakh of rupees for the 
reconstruction of the Barraekpore, Alipore. Narkeldanga, Chitpur, 
Narkeldanga, Beliaghatta ariJl Tollygifngc Bridges. I'njJer section 39 
of the Irrigation Act, Government is liable to make a suitable provision 
for bridging the canals which are cons1ructed # or maintained by Gov- 
ernment and in order to suit the requirements of the present-day traffic, 
we have to fhodel the bridges accordingly. The Calcutta Corporation 
and Calcutta Improvement Trust also have to contribute their share 
in this direction. • 


The budget provides for capital expenditure t« th(» extent of 
Rs. 3,59,000 in connection wfth the “Damodar Canal* Irrigation 
Project” m Burdwan which is nearing completions* provision has 
been made for carrying out a few remaining works in connection with 
the canal proper and repairing the Anderson, weir which was con- 
siderably damaged by the flood of 1935. 

% • 

The contour survey of western and central Bengal at a cost of 
Rb. 1,46,000 was sanctioned during the year 1935-36. The need for 
such a survey is without question. It is expected that from such 
surveys would «emerge projects and schemes of sufficient remunerative 
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and stable nature for adoption under the Bengal Development Act. 

The survey whichwas undertaken atad continued during the last three 
years will be completed Pthis year and budget provision of Rs. 52,700 
is needed to complete that survey. ' 1 

The total provision for works and surveys in the current year’s 
budget is Rs. 5,84,000. It is less than what was provided in 1936-37. 
The decrease is due to a lesser amount being provided for capital expen- 
diture on the Damodar Canal. 

Provision for maintenance and repairs under all heads in the 
cuirent year’s ‘’budget 1 is Rs. 13,50,000 against the v*oted grant of 
,Rs. 14,67,800 for 1936-37/ The apparent decrease in the current year’s 
budget is due to the exclusion of Rs. 2,21,000 provided in the^ previous 
year’s grant on account of debit charges for loss on f stock relating to the 
dredgers for which per contra credit of a corresponding amount was 
taken under head “Stock suspense,” thf “plus and minus entries,” 
thus cancelling each other. 

Taking this into .consideration the current year’s budget really 
allows for a larger reserve against Rs. 61,000 of the previous year for 
expenditure on account oY maintenance of the Damodar Canal and other 
unforeseen charges. Now, Sir. I will come to the question of the 
dredger. 

1 am aware of the strong feelirg that was expressed against the 
retention of these dredgers. I may point out, Sir, that Government 
ever since the year 1935 is trying their level best to dispose of these 
dredgers in India and abroad. The original idea w r as to dispose of 
“Ronaldshay,” “Cowley” and “Burdwtfn,” but subsequently it was 
decided to keep “Ronaldshay^ and dispose of “Foyers” which has 
come to the end of its life. Sir, the maximum offer which we got 
for one of these dredge. s was Rs. 40,000 and I may give some idea of 
the original cost price which was Rs. 52 lakhs. The dredger “Ronald- 
shay” is being hired by the Calcutta Corporation on .suitable terms 
for excavation of the proposed storm-water channel between Bentola 
and Kulti. 1 may assure the House that perron ally I have very strong 
feeling against their retention and I will do my best to dispose them 
of at the earliest opportunity. But, Sir, as you are aware there is a 
proposal for forming a Waterways Board and it has been suggested 
that we should wait and see how many of these dredgers would be 
required by that Board because they will have to invest some money 
on dredgers and if we transfer these dredgers to them that will cer- 
tainly lower their capital cost. 

As regards “Establishment charges,” the provision for voted estab- 
lishment is Rs. 10,99,000 or Rs. 1,42,000 in excess of the voted grant 
for* 1936-37. The increased provision in the budget is for extra staff 
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required for the enginelring and survey in connection with the pre- 
paration o£ the detailed scheme tor flushing an i irrigating the 
Damodar Canal area. • 

The provision for “Tools* and pfant” in the budget is Rs. 94,000 
against the voted grant o£ Rs. 03,000 for 1930-37. The increased 
provision is due to an extra requirement of Rs. 23,000 for Damodar- 
Hooghly survey and Rs. 8,000 for the purchase of a new road roller to 
replace the old and unserviceable one for maintenance of this depart- 
ment road along tfie Circular and Eastern Canals. 

“The probleyise that await solution in B^jgal, if indeed the 
problems presented can be completely solved * are complicated in the 
extreme.” In these words* the Royal Commission of Agriculture in 
India sunfmed upMhejr review of water problems of Bengal. But how- 
ever complex the problem flight be, it is a matter of life and death for 
the people of the province aiyl must he faced bcJdly with a vigorous 
policy. The ’Irrigation* Department Committee as well as the late 
Government realised fully well Jtliat not even a fringe of the problem 
could be touched unless and until the supreme q^stion of finance was 
solved — additional sources of revenue must be found as all these major 
projects involved huge capital outlay and if is impossible for any 
Goverjynent to undertake any of these major projects without making 
sufficient arrangement to get fujids from the project to pay itself. 

Sir, till recent years the only Government works which were in 
operation in Western Bengal wenDdidnapore Canal irrigating about 
SO, 000 acres and the Eden Canal in Burdwan irrigating about 20,000 
acres. In 1920 the Government took up the construction of the 
Damodar Canal project which. has nearly been finished and is now in 
operation commanding an area* of 180,090 acres. In 1927 the Bankura 
Division was formed — by Division I mean Irrigation Division — to 
investigation into the possibility of new irrigation schemes. The 
Bakreswar Canal was as a result thereof constructed and is now in 
operation irrigating abott 8,000 acres. • 

One cardinal defect of the old Irrigation Act was being increasing- 
ly felt, that is, the voluntary basis of the old Act 'under which it was 
entirely optional for the raiyats to apply for canal , watej. In the 
peculiar conditions of Bengal this constituted an element of uncertainty 
and necessarily it was felt that on this precarious Jbasis no l)ig irriga- 
tion project could be made a financially sound proposition. The Bengal 
Development Act of 1933 removed this defect of the old Irrigation Act 
and Government now feels that it would be possible for 4hem to take 
up schemes prepared, by the department and also new schemes which 
might be proposed by *yiy member of the legislature. And as an indi- 
cation of what further schemes are being considered by the department 
I may be permitted to mention the contour survey of Western and 
Central BengaDundertakeji in 193G and now almost completed. TJii« 
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has helped in formulating two storage schemts of outstanding import- 
ance, I mean the More Scheme and the Darakeswar Project. The 
special feature of theset storage schemes is that by providing reservoirs 
it will be possible to supply water in September and October which 
will help the cultivation of sugarcane and other money crops which 
unfortunately it is not possible to do in the Damodar Canal area at 
the present moment. Two excellent sites for storage dams, namely, 
one across the Darakeswar river at Suknibash in Bankura'^district about 
15 miles above Birbhum and the other across the More river at 
Messangore in the South al Parganas about hi miles above Suri, have 
been discovered. It ii» expected that about 2 lakh^ acres of paddy land 
in Bankura and Burdw'an districts could be irrigated by the former 
and 4d2,000 acres in Birbhum and Murshidabad 'districts by the latter, 
besides irrigation of vahi crop and sugarcane. * 

»The serious problem treated by embankments and drainage is also 
being seriously consideied at the present moment. This is pre- 
dominantly a problem created by hunj'dii interference with the process 
*of building up of the delta in this deltaic province in the shape of 
premature reclamation of the land by means of embankment. These 
flood embankments, some of which were ejected long be'io're the British 
occupation of this province, have killed the spill and drainage channels 
and are responsible for the progresshe deterioration in heSlth and 
productivity of the soil. We are following the policy of gradually 
abandoning these embankments at~d we also propose to continue that 
policy. 

Now, Sir, I will come to the question of ‘introduction of ffood- 
flushing scheme for the improvement of sanitation and productivity 
of soil. A very important scheme in this respect is under consideration 
of the Government. I mean the scheme for flushing and irrigating 
the area lying between the Damodar and the Hooghly rivers. It was 
Dr. Bentley, late Director of Public Health, who, in a report, corre- 
lated the reduction in the fertility of the soil and in the outturn of 
crops, the increased prevalence of malaria and an enhanced death rate 
with the decay of ,+he distributary rivers on the left bank of the 
Damodar below Burdwan and with the deprival of the flood spill of 
that river *as a result of the eonst ruction of the Damodar left embank- 
ment. If was argued that if the Damodar river were allowed to spill 
over its left bVxik and if its distributary rivers were allowed to func- 
tion again, the former prosperity and health of the country between 
these two rivers would be restored. A Special Officer was accordingly 
appointed to prepare such a scheme for the area lying between the 
Damodar, Banka and Hooghly rivers in Burdwan, Hooghly and 
t H° wr &h districts and an estimate was prepared. While examining the 
estimate it was found that a mere flood-flushing scheme without provi- 
sion to ensure irrigation in October when rain and river supply fail in 
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these parts, though highly beneficial as regards improvement in sanita- 
tion and productivity of the soil, cannot ensure gobd harvest and as 
such is not likely to be popular and financially sound. So the scheme 
was revised to make such provisions, i.e., a storage reservoir in the 
upper valleys of the Damodar river and a barrage Across the Damodar 
near Btftdwan. This is indeed a scheme of considerable magnitude and 
when completed is expected not only to irrigate something like 350,000 
acres in a tfact. where crops periodically fail but also to materially 
improve the sanitation and productivity of the soil of an area measur- 
ing 91 (J square miles in’Burdwan, Hooghly an*d Howrah districts. Ft 
has now been decided* by Government that a detailed .estimate and a 
revenue survey of the scheme should be prepared at an estimated cost 
of Rs. 1,75,000 and. Rs. *30,700, respectively.* These works will be* 
taken in liand sliortl^' and are expected to be finished by next July. 

Now I come to anotlfer very important development, the constitu- 
tion of the JJengal Waterways Board. . § 

Now, Sir, 1 conn' to another'important (question of the development 
of the constitution, of the Waterways Boai;d. T^have already referrlB 
to the policy of the reorganisation of the Irrigation Department that 
has been fofhftved by Government during the. last few years and asPa 
resulj^) f the recommendation of the Royal Commission on Agriculture in 
India and more particularly those of the Committee of experts, called 
the Irrigation DepartmenT Committee. I may say that the report of 
this Committee will be an invaluable record for all times to come when- 
ever any important irrigation project is taken up. This Committee 
definitely recommended the separate organisation of the Waterways 
Board created by Statute to take over the navigable waterways in 
Bengal from the Irrigation department and to function as a separate 
statutory body. One of tbe very cogent reasons advsmced by the 
Committee for this separate organisation was tbe specialisation in deal- 
ing with vital problems of improving waterways in Bengal and 
especially tjie East Bengal. The late Government agreed with this 
view but t lie Waterways Act, although passed as far hack as 1934, was 
not brought into operation because of the assurance which was giyen 
by the then Government Ihat it would be brought into force only after 
the economic depression was over and also that it would do%o after con- 
sulting commercial interests. A conference of commercial interests 
was very recently held at the Government House And the general 
consensus of opinion was to expedite the formation of the Waterways 
Board. But we have not yet been able to complete the full enquiry on 
this scheme and I would state the Government policy on the subject 
when the particular* motion comes up for discussion. 

The resuscitation of dead and dying rivers and prevention of floods 
are the vital problems of the province. They are, I may say, inter- 
related ; I mean the solution of one would solve the other problems. 
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We have already commenced contour survey in certain areas and we 
have taken up further areas before we can come to a conclusion as to 
how we shoud tackle ea^h along- with the bigger problems that I have 
just mentioned and this Government are nat unmindful of the needs of 
the districts and Villages. I am already in touch , with the local 
bodies for drawing up a list of irrigation needs of each district 'in* order 
of urgency. The underlying idea is that a comprehensive scheme of 
smaller projects throughout the province should be made di the earliest 
possible opportunity. The question as to how thpse Schemes should be 
financed will come up at. a later stage. I need not worry the House 
with any further detail concern ing f the variety of work ‘this department 
has already undertaken. *T think I have been able to set out a solution 
of the different probleifis. With these* words T beg to move my motion. 

Dr. NALINAKStfA &ANYAL: Mayjrl rise on a point of order, 
Sir? The Hon’ble Minister in eharpfo has moved for a demand for 
grant on several items lumped up together in wlych are mentioned 
“17 — Irrigation — WoYking Expenses — 18. — Other Revenue Expendi- 
ture financed from ordinary revenues — 18 (1) — Other Re\ehue expendi- 
ture financed from Famine Relief Fund — 19 Construction of irrigation, 
Navigation, Embankment and Drainage works — B — FinanctT from 
Ordinary Revenues and 08. — Construction *of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage works. V.* I have found lumped up several 
provisions for these items as explained in the Explanatory Memorandum. 
I find that on pa{ 4 (e 12 under “18 (l). — Other Revenue Expenditure 
financed from Famine Relief Fund” no amount lias been provided at 
all. Section 79(2) of the Government of india Act provides for certain 
demands on certain basis. Sub-section (2) says that “such expenses 
should come in the form of a demand for grant”. So, if no expendi- 
ture is provided under *&„ particular head, will it be in order to move 
any surh item for which no amount has been provided? f 


n , 

Mr. 8PEAKER* Technically speaking it should not be so, but you 
will realise that here all demands are grouped together under one head*. 
If you *movt a particular item within a demand it will not be in order. 
The Minister k ^ftarge does move grant No. 6 under “the Motor 
Vehicles Tax.” That would not be in order as there is no demand in 
that head, but under the existing practice “Irrigation” contains several 
items of both Capital and Revenue Expenditure of all kinds and so 
they have l>een lumped together. 


A Voice: Some of them are interdependent too. 
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Mf a DAVID HENDRJT* Mr. Speaker, Sir, oy short notice I beg to 
move motion number 444 which stood in Mr. Hirtzel's name that the 
demand of Rs. 33,10,000 under “17 — Irrigation — Working expenses” 
be reduced by Rs. 100 to call attention to the inadequate financial 
provision made far the Waterways Board. # 

Speakittg for the European Group, I wish to make it very clear at 
the outset that we thoroughly approve of the objects and aims underly- 
ing the Bengal Whter # ways Act and the formation of the Waterways 
Board in Bengal. The elrief objection we have Had is that in the past,* 
and, so far as we seq in the present * no adequate rf>r suitable provision 
has been made for financing this Board. As the Hon’ble Murster has 

already informed us, the formation of the Watenvava Board has been 

* • 

held up on account of4wo reasons; firstly on account oi a promise made 
by Government in 1932 tlfht the Act would not be put into operation 
so long as the # trade depression continued ; and, secondly that no action 
would be taken until the commercial and oth^er interests concerned were 
fully consulted in the matter. Tllie depression has now eased, and women 
’consultation has been held witfr the interests whifli will he affected by 
the proposed •Waterways Board, but it cannot he said even now thaj 
satisfactory assurances have been given by Government on the proposed 
financtifg of the new Board. * 

It is for this reason that we have^pressed for the appointment of an 
expert committee to study and report upon the implications of the 
Act before it is put into operation. This the Government is evidently 
unable to do, but we ’would again counsel them to proceed with the 
greatest caution in view of the* very real alarm felt by the river trans- 
port and other interests involved. • ^ 

On etsimates we have seen it should he possible to constitute the 
Board at the present time with money, staff ’and equipment already 
promised by Government* without the need for additional taxation; but 
the appointment of a Board to carry on existing work without entering 
upon new schemes of development and improvement of the waterways 
offers no advantages whatever and it is obvious that sooner rather than 
later fresh laxation will be necessary. It is propose'd to tlo this by 
levying a surcharge of one anna in the rupee on the frlight and 
passenger rateB of the inland steamer companies aiflt by licensing 
country boats. Recent calculations have shown that the amount which 
could be expected to accrue from the steamer companies wojild be Rs. 14 
lakhs per annum and from country boats Rs. 3 lakhs. Such a large 
imposition could not be met by the steamer companies or by the country 
boats out of their existing resources and the surcharge would almost 
inevitably have to be passed on to the users of steamers and country 
boats. 
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In thq areas served by river transport over 80 per cent, of the traffic 
is in' direct competition with the railways, and in view gf the finely 
adjusted balance between railway and river rates any increase in river 
transport rates would divert a large proportion of the traffic to the rail- 
ways which would in its turn have the effect of putting most of the 
river transport services out of operation with a corresponding diminu- 
tion of the income of the Waterways Board. Moreover, the increased 
money which would be realised by the railways from fares and rates to 
protect the waterways transportation systems w/mld be lost to Bengal 
as it would go straight to the Central Government. That, Sir, indicates 
what an expulsive <form of finance the proposed, suicharge would be 
and the burden it would impose upon the commerce and industry of the 
province. If to preserve the present division of traffic between the 
waterways and the railways, the railway companies increased their rates 
by an amount equal to that to he raised fiom the steamer companies 
and country boats, i'.e., Rs. 17 lakhs, then in order to raise Rs. 17 lakhs 
for the development of the waterways the commerce and industry of the 
‘province would \w taxed to the extent* of Rs. d4 lakhs which is a very 
expensive form of finance indeed. We’* do not wish to see the railway 
v ates increased along with the steamer rates, but on the ^ther hand we 
wish very strongly to see the steamer companies and country boats 
protected against unfair advantage being taken of them by the*/ailway 
companies. That is a problem for ui. expert committee or an expert 
Board when it is formed, and we should like Government to assist them 
to this end. 

One way by which the steamer companies fh particular could pos- 
sibly meet the additional charges which seem inevitable, would be to 
restrict the number of non-paying services which are at present being 
run by them. T was able to have a look at the list of non-paying 
services operated by one of the steamer companies recently, together 
with the cost involved in their operation and, the sums involved were 
very high. These steamer companies are nor philanthropists, but are 
strictly business concerns, and, in running these non-paying routes, 
they hope that thei will one day become paying services and that the 
bread cast upon the waters will return with interest. They are also 
run for carrying mails and for service to the general public. If these 
non-paying services are withdrawn, a great deal of hardship will be 
caused to the people of the countryside. The steamer companies also 
spend considerable amounts of money on conservancy and pilotage and 
I think it reasonable to suggest that the money which they are now 
spending on unremunerative services and on conservancy, etc., in itself 
represents a very large contribution towards the development of Bengal. 
A very anomalous position would, therefore, arise if the constitution 
of a Waterways Board and the imposition of a surcharge bad as its 
immediate effect the withdrawing of these very large* sum£ of money 
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which are at present already being spent on development. The ideal 
way of financing a Waferways Board would be fron^ general funds 
though Government are firmly opposed to this method. Another means 
which has been suggested in. the past, and wUieh I think it ‘is only 
right to mention here again, is that tlie Board could Jie financed partly 
by the money winch is at present being paid to the Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust out of the special expeit duty on jute. Nearly all the 
money raised by this special tax on jute is derived from the interior 
villages of Bengal who use the waterways. There has been a great 
deal of criticism in tin - past — criticism which I think we must agree is # 
justified — against this raising of funjls from the rural areas of Bengal 
for expenditure on the improvement of Calcutta. **But tfie difficulty is 
that — and we are quite &wai*Y>f 4 — 80 long as the Central Government 
guarantee 4he debi of ihe Calcutta Improvement Trust of crores of 
rupees, they will not agree to or even consider any diversion of the 
present income of the Calci^a Improvement Trust for any other 
purpose. Butt Sir, I would like to ask that tlft Government of Bengal 
should keep in mind that if in a Tew years’ time the Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust is able Jo stand on^Jts own £eet-^-and # we all know that its* 
finances are improving considerably with the refent increase in the 
price of its 1 Sufis — if such a Jiappy time should arrive, the possibility 
of diverting this money which at present^ goes to the Calcutta Improve- 
ment faust should l>e devoted to financing the Waterways Board. 
The-e are most of the reiifhrUff! Sir, which 1 wish to make on this 
subject, but I want io make one (*»two recommendations. I think I 
liave shown or endeavoured io indicate that (lie problems before the 
Waterways Board wou^l be very complex and \er\ difficult to deal with, 
and, so far as 1 can see, some may be almost insoluable. That being so. 
Sir, I put forward this plea vvjjh all the strength at my command that 
il a Waterways Board is ultimately constituted, it should die as strong 
a Board as the present Government can possibly make it, and that, in 
particular, the Chairman of the Board should he ti senior member of the 
Indian Civil Service, a person of mature experience and wisdom. The 
Chairman willWiave a great deal to do with the success or failure of the 
Waterways Board of Bengal, and the best man available should J>e 
selected. When this Boani is constituted, it will under the Act have 
included in its composition representatives of the variou* interests 
involved — men who are intimately acquainted with the probtms*which 
will come before the Board. In the earlier years the Heard, therefore, 
should function as an expert committee, and it should undertake no 
expensive schemes until it has given them the, fullest consideration. 
In the budget this year a small allotment has been made for the Board; 
in fact I think a miserable allotment in view of the importance which 
the Board will ultimately have. In the present year the provision is 
at the rate of R$. 21 lakhs a year, or for this year, Rs. ll lakhs, but t 
submit that it is totally inadequate and is out of all proportion to the 

* A 
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ijjipdriAnce <i£ the waterways of Bengal. Therefore I would suggest that 
^^f^rioneEt^aho^ld a^fjree to a minimum allotment of Rs. 5 lakhs a year 
*aa -itoucjh more as the Finance Minister can give 'out of the 
geaerO^ity'of h i s heart/ 

' Z u r 

Iif ^e Act itself, provision has been made for any scheme which 
costs more than a lakh of rupees to be submitted to Government for 
agUiction before it is put into operation. I should like an assurance 
{■hat any such scheme for which the money will be found by the steamer 
companies and by the country boats through tfyeir 'licence fees should 
be referred to those interests and that they should be consulted very 
fully before sanction, is given to afiy expensive operations of the Board. 
And if this proposed Board is constituted on the lines I have suggested, 
and as strongly as I hope it will be.'theif we will give it our blessing, 
and I hope it will succeed in improving the watenways of Bengal in the 
way we desire. 1 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: tyr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to give 
my support to the motion that has juyt been moved but on different 
grounds. Sir, I was a party to the legislation that was passed in 1934, 
Viz., the Waterways Att. 1 am, therefore, not against the formation 
of a Waterways Board — at leapt I was not so in 19*14 — but I thjnk that 
certain different considerations have arisen since then, and these deserve 
the considerations of this House as well as of our Government. The 
Act was passed during the old r^ime. We know, Sir, that at that 
tifne the strength of the Cabinet was only seven, ?.r., there were only 
seven members in the Cabinet then; whereas at present we have as 
many as eleven Ministers in the Cabinet. The question now, therefore, 
is whether this department can be worked by the Minister in charge 
himself instead of u separate Board. Nowadays it is almost a fashion 
to form a. Board for the administration of a particular department, 
and in certain instancf's,such Boards have no doubt functioned success- 
fully. Beference is very often made to the Calcutta M Improvement 
Trust ; that has certainly been functioning successfully . But that is 
no reason why a Board should be constituted on every occasion. Sir, 
if this principle is followed, to the utmost limit, in that case there will 
he very little work left for the Hon’ hie Ministers themselves. A Board 
can be forjned for carrying on the work of every one of the departments 
now administered by the Ministers. I think everything should have 
a limit. 1 do not say now that I am against the formation of a Board, 
hut an investigation whether the work that is proposed to be done by 
the Board c*tfn he done departmentally by Government should first of 
all be made. If that can be done, a good deal of money can be saved. 
I think a sum of about Rs. 80,000 is proposed to be spent annually 
on account of the staff of the prospective Board. A good deal of this 
money can be saved if the work can be done departmentally. What 
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I propose now is only nhaj some "time may tje taken byi^w^iijqiieipt^ 
and during this time tlfis aspect of the question m^y j^ ih^roqC^lj( 
investigated. Again, Sir, there is the question of taxa tf on' tLfcd&r £h*a 
measure. I am afraid that most members c i this not 

yet thoroughly read the provisions flf the Waterways AH, atSfcJ* there* 
fore, they are nbt aware o^ the implications of the taxation proposals 
contained therein. Members will, probably like to study the pros and 
cons of these taxation proposals so that they may be satisfied ini tfc&lr 
minds that tUose proposals are justified. That also will require some 
time — for the meAbe^ for consideiing this aspect of the matter. So 
far as the constitution of this Board is concerned the piincipal object 
will be the maintenance of the watenvays of Bengal in a*good condition 
for the purpose ot navigation and also the opening up of new* channel*, 
for the pyrpose of navigation. That being so, Sir, the steamer com- 
panies can hardly hate any objection to the formation of a Board like 
this. It has been said tifat there is a proposal in the Act for taking 
the steamer companies, and Y sum of 14 laltfis ftf rupees is expected 
to be realized from the*steamer*companies i the proposal being that a 
levy of one anna should be assessed per rupee on freights as well a* 
on passenger fares* To my nUind, Sir, That doe^not seem to be very 
high, but thfrg is one thing which should be considered, namely, th^t 
the ultimate incidence of thi* taxation will tall on the passengers and 
the peon’s who despatch the goods. •! am not against all proposals 
for taxation. People ven^crfifcn say that we ha\e reached the limit 
of taxation, and that there is no further sco]>e for any more taxation. 

1 do not at all agree with that view. There is a very large scoi>e for 
taxation so far as the rich people of' our country are concerned. There- 
fore although indirectly the poor people will be affected by this taxation 
measure, I am not against it. B 1 am surprised at the objection that has 
been raised on behalf of the -Steamer companies against this proposed 
taxation. They w ill no doubt have to pay something ; * but ] think 
as the maintenance of these water channels will he mainly for tho 
purpose of navigation the return that the steamer companies will get 

will far outweigh the disadvantages of pnying # of a small tax. 

• 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbaqr: 

Sir, I may be permitted 4o intervene in this debate at this stage and 
to state on behalf of Government the policy which they intend to follow 
with regard to the formation of* the Board. As has already been suid 
by the previous speaker, there is a sense in this *Ho^e that the Act 
should be looked into more thoroughly by the members of this Legis- 
lature and that in deference to their wishes ^and for the fact that 
Government would like to take up further enquiry on thd question and 
settle up other detail* before they come up w ith their proposal regarding 
the formation of the fyard, we have decided to postpone the formation 
of the Board. Under these circumstances, I hope my friend the movdr 
would be kind enough to withdraw hit motion. 
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Rai H AREN ORA NATH CHAUDHURlIc On a point of order, Sir. 
Are we to understand that, we have to vote 1 the whole demand even 
though the Board may not be formed this year? * 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K, FAZT-UL HUQ: May 1 point out, Sir, that 
the position is that the whole demand has been made under a specific 
motion and there are only token cuts in order to discuss the advisability 
or otherwise of forming the Board? The Government policy is tp go 
on with further enquiries and not to take up the question of the, 
formation of the Board till enquiries are compjetld. So I submit theie 
is no point in the objection raised., 
r 

Mr, 8PEAKER: .1 think Mr. Chaudhaii you will underst and that 
the Hon’ hie Minister has said that he has postponed the measure but 
he has not said that it has been postponed till next year. I lake it 
that by jxwtponemen* he means merely* postponement for the present 
and that, if necessary, it might Ik* taken up in ihe course of the year. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDktURI: Th$ Hon ’hie Minister 
should declare that he is going to take up the formation of the Water- 
ways Board within this year. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL H.UQj Till certain enquiries are 
completed. 

<r» * 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: When will this enquiry 
be completed? ‘ 

The H enable Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HtiQ; Jt may be one month or 
two months, but it cannot be said definitely. 

i 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY, Sir, in view of the assurance given by 
the Tfon’hle Minister, T should like to withdraw' my motion. 

‘ The motion was ,then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

A member: The Hon’ble Minister in charge has been pleased to 
say that thj question of the formation of the Board has been postponed 
till the enquiries are completed. Can we know whether after comple- 
tion of the enquiries he will inform the House as to the steps he is 
.going to take and whether he will fake the consent of the House? 

- r- 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

In any case the House will have an opj>ortimity of giving its opinion 
on the subject in the next budget. 
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Mr. *RAMATHA NATH BANERJCEi 'i beg * # to move that the 
demand of Rs. 33,10,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — 
Irrigation — Working Expenses — 18 — Other , Revenue Expenditure 
financed from Ordinary Revenues — 48(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure 
financed from Famine Relief Fund — 19 — Construction of Irrigation, 
Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works — B — Financed from 
Ordinary Revenues and 68 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage Works” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

The Irrigation* Department which has come to my honourable friend 
the Maharaja of .Ka»?n bazar is a # very happy department. It is a 
department which has immortalised most of quii rulers. * We have first 
of all the Ronaldshay dredg.er. ,1 was reading the other night one of* 
the speeches of *Mr. *Azizul Haque as he then was and I discovered 
that an insignificant # sum^of Rs. 64 lakhs was spent on the Ronaldshay 
dredger: quite rightly became the Ronaldshay star is still on* the 
ascendant. Then we had the .Anderson weir* Tlie Anderson weir has 
cost this province Rs. 4,60,00$ Then we have had the Cowley and 
Burdwan dredgers # which the llon’ble l\Jini*ster yi charge of Irrigation 
Department is now very anxious to sell. And fast and not the least 
we have hath the instance of the Bijoy cut. As far as this department 
is concerned, I see it presents a budget which is an enigma and is full 
of m^ticism to anybody in this House. The long speech of the 
Hon’ble Maharaja did no^tbTfiw much light on the manner and the 
method of keeping accounts in preset budget. 

My two motions relate to certain distress in local areas and there- 
fore the question may be raised that they raise questions of local 
importance and the valuable time of the House should not be wasted. 
Sir, in 42 hours time allotted to the budget, we shall from this side 
of the House vote away 12,50 lakhs of the tax-payers’ money and at 
that rate we shall vote away Rs. 50,000 every minute, and the two 
schemes merely cover an item of Rs. 6 lakhs. ^Aerefore in all humility, 
I shall ask ypu for your indulgence and the pj^ience of the House for 
granting me the mathematical period of at least 12 minutes : Six lukhs 
divided by 50,000 gives me exactly 12 minutes • 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Six lakhs dfVided by 50 
is not equal to 12 minutes. 

M*r. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Suhrawardy is a great 
mathematician like myself. • # 

The Damodar Project was first initiated in 1927 by the Maharaia 
of Burdwan just for the purpose of supplying water to the area under 
irrigation and for the purpose of prevention of malaria. So this cancfl 
had a double object, namely, irrigation and sanitation. In 1932, a part 
of the canal was completed and the canal was to cover an area of 300 
27 
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miles long and it f was to cover a large stretch of 1,34,000 acre* of land 
and 300 villages. We had beei*. told that when the candt wqs complet- 
ed an Eldorado would come into being and the water of the^ canal 
would divide and distribute liquid gold ‘all round. Well, Sil^ that . 
expectation has been falsified. In 1935, the canal was taken out of 
the operation of the Irrigation Act, quite an ancient institution and an 
ancient statute which has been in operation for the last half a century 
and then this area was placed under a statute known aft the Bengal 
Development Act of 1935 by an expiring Parliament. My friend the 
Don’ble Mr. Nausher Ali who was strongly o'pposed to the passage of 
the Act at thed time' described it f as a “Long 'Parliament”. In tdiis 
( Assembly I have comei to discover Colonel Pride and Protector Crom- 
well. I hope these two historical parts will be taken up by the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of Irrigation and the Honourable Chief Minister, 
resepctively. . * 

r ' V* 

The second opponent of the measyre was my honourable friend 
Nawab Musharruf Hossain'who described the Development Act as the 
first offspring of an important member oj the Indian. Civil Service about 
\yhose wisdom and experience I heard my friends of the European group 
of singing dithyramb. 'Nawab Musharruff Hossain in* Ins inimitable 
language objected to two things. He objected to the putative character 
of the Act and his second objection was to the rale of the levy which 
was to be charged upon the “fortunate*’ people who were to reside by 
the Eldorado. He said that the rrfte fixed per acre, viz., Rs. 5-8 which 
was the maximum under the Act might just as well be considered as 
the minimum. Therefore according to his mathematics in which he 
is entitled to claim greater knowledge than the Hon’ble Mr. Suhra- 
wardy, the maximum became equivalent, to the minimum so that the 
playfairs’ axliom in Geometry here came to true. Sir, on tlhe treasury 
benches so there were practically two dissentients of the measure : 
there were also other dissentients in the old council. 

Sir, the rate of levy which the Hon’ble Khwaja Sj,r Nazimuddin 
vehemently denied before the old council as a tax (I have not been 
able to understand the distinction between Vix and levy) was Rs. 5-8 
per acre the •-maximum. The result is that the poor tenants are 
groaning absolutely under the weight: of this tax. The position when 
the levy was ijpuosod was very different from the position to-day. At 
that time this canal project cost the Government of Bengal a small 
sum of Rs. 124 lakhs. The Government in those days were not in 
affluent circumstances — I will not say “insolvent” because no Govern- 
ment become bankrupt — and the Government of Bengal with the sanc- 
tion of the Government of India raised a iloan at a high rate of interest, 
viz., 6 per cent. On that basis it was calculated that Rs. 5J lakhs 
must be raised from the area concerned in order to liquidate the inter- 
est charges and to meet the capital raised on account of the project. 
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Now ft Jgpod fairy caxpe t to this land prior toUhe inauguration of Pro- 
vincial Autoy&ftmy in this province, that is, Sir Otto Neimeyer. His 
report has enabled Bengal to. liquidate all this # obligations to the Gov- 
ernment of India with certain exceptions and so far as the capital 
whidh was borrowed from the Government of Indi& and the interest 
charges on that capital are Joncerned they have been wiped off. There- 
fore the plain position to-day is that under section 12 of the Bengal 
Development »Act the people of the locality are bound to pay levy for 
meeting the maintenance, the establishment and the repair charges of 
the canal area only. • * 

• • • # 

If you look fft the White Paper Sir, — we hiA^ so many colours in 

the Irrigation Department; I lil$c the colour white it is the emblem • 
of simplify anc^ truth and there is the green which is the emblem 
of Islam and you haVe the earthly colour representing no doubt the 
silt which is fertilising tfie Jkmodar area to-day— you will find that 
the Governmqpt have dl^ssified % the revenue •from this head as “pro- 
ductive” and Government are making a nei profit of 11s. 3,37,000 on^ 
this account. If the Hon’ble* Financy Minister and the Hon’ble 
• Minister in charge of Irrigating are pleased to listen to the distress of 
the people ot» this area then this sum of 11s. ,3,37,000 might just al 
well be levied from them amf then the rate of levy at Rs. 5-8 per acre 
will c&me down to 11s. 1-8 per acre, f see the Hon’ble Minister for 
Irrigation is shaking his h«*d**nolently. T am tolld that the Hon’ble 
Minister for Irrigation and the lLgi’blc Minister for Ijirnd Revenue 
have extensive zemindaries in that area and I am sure they are follow- 
ing the report of Lord Cornwallis in 1793 and are trying to pose them- 
selves as friends of the* tenantry , as landlords of the improved British 

type. • 

• . 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the position then is this, that it is not necessary 
even for the fiscal purposes to continue this levy at the rate of Rs. 5-8 
on this canal area. My friend the Hon’ble Irrigation Minister taJlked 
about another, survey— the talk of survey in tfcat area strikes terror 
into the heart #f the tenantry — and that survey will connect the Eden 
canal area with the Damodar canal area. I know, Sir, that this survf^r 
will cost, according to the Imdget of the Hon’ble Minister, Irrigation, 
23 thousand rupees, and how is this amount going to* be distributed P > 
Well, for the survey officers, their furniture and their camp equipment, 
out of Rs. 23,000 a small sum of Rs. 7,500 must be*sp«*rt. The furni- 
ture and the camp equipment, I am sure, will fertilise the area between 
the Damodar canall and the Eden canal. (Hon’Ue Mr. IJ. S. Suiira- 

wardy: and the palm tree.) My friend talks about the palm tree. 

The palm-tree is a naftive of Arabia where he ought to go. 

Mr. Speaker, so far* then as this question is concerned I maintain* 
with all the emphasis that I can command that it is an intolerable 

burden upon th* tenantry ^in that area. It is not a local question 
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merely because Mr. Towmend whom I characterized as the putative 
father of the Development Act of 1935, in a communique issued before 
he left these shores said that the Damodar canal area is thtf testing 
ground for the whole of Bengal, dnd if it is a testing ground for the 
whole of Bengal, I submit, Sir, that ffyat question* should receive 
very anxious consideration from the Government. What I submit, 
Sir, is this that this area should be surveyed, the grievances of the 
tenantry should be very carefully assessed and for that purpose I am 
inviting the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Irrigation and the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Land Revenue, who as "I have said, have exten- 
sive zemin darfes in IBat area, akihg with Moslem and Hindu repre- 
sentatives of the Legislative Assembly (Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazltjl 
Huq: Invite me) in association with the leaders of thought and action 
in that area, to come to a sort of a constructive programme about the 
working of the Bengal Development Act. 1 


I heard the Hon’ble Chief Minister'say hd wants an Invitation. I 
'thought my function as a Brahmin ^nly entitled me to receive an 
invitation from the Hon’ble Chief Minister. 


Sir, we on this side" of the House are in favour’d constituent 
assembly and the other side bs in favour of round table conferences, 
but let us have not a constituent assembly nor a round table conference 
but a tour of inspection by the members'* dr this side of the House and 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister and the Hon’ble Miinster in charge from 
the Treasury Benches. I recall with gratitude that four annas in the 
rupee has been remitted by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Irriga- 
tion but that remission is not adequate and I appeal to the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister and the Hon’ble Minister for Irrigation to do something 
to alleviate 'the real distress of the people of that area. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. I was and I am still of the belief that palm trees 
do grow in Bengal. If my friend is not aware that palm trees do grow 
in Bengal, instead of my going to Arabia, ^may I advise my friend to 
travel some parts of Bengal before he talks about the conditions of the 
country P < 


Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, has not the Hon’ble 

Minister only wasted the time of the House? (A voice: “and 
money.”) 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid Mr. Suhrawardy has wasted two 
minutes’ time of the House. 
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I have got about sii^or^even names of members who want to speak. 
I propose to follow the order and I think it will be* convenient if the 
member# aVoid rising up except in the following order: — 

t * 

Maharaj Kumar of Bhrdwan! 

Mr. Jasimuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Banku Behari Mandal. 

Mr. MaqbiJ Hosain. 

Mr. Adwai^a Kpmar Majhi. 

Dr. Sanaullah. 


Maharajkumar UDAYK5HAND MAHTA_,. .. 

glad to avail myself of the flffportuuity for the discussion of the frri- 
gation budget and to make certain observations regarding the distress 
of the people in the Damodar £anal area. * My friend, Mr. Pramathg 
Nath Banerjee, hafi so ably pitf the cas6 before ^he House and quoted 
most of the #tytistics that I was going to quote myself that I do not 
propose to waste the time of the members of \his House by repeating 
whatfce has said. But that does not mean that I will aJllow the oppor- 
tunity to slip through witlfoo ^t. saying a few things about the levy 
charged in that area from the cultivators. Sir, under the Beugal 
Development Act of 1935, a levy o? Rs. 5-8 per acre is charged from 
the cultivators and I am sure that my friend the Irrigation Minister 
knows, as well as mahy others of this House, that there has been a 
great deal of agitation and \ great deal of hardship due to the levy 
of Rs. 5-8 per acre. I myself presided at one of the meetings at the 
Burdwan Town Hall on the 1st of March, the proceedings of which 
were sent, to the then Divisional Commissioner as well as to the Member 
in charge of the Irrigation Department, but*!* am afraid at least no 
apparent action seems to have been taken in t^e matter. Then again 
I think it wa? on the 14tlh June that the Honourable the Irrigation 
Minister received a deputation from Burdw r an regjyding the imposition 
of this tax or levy, as my* friend Mr. Banerjee has called it. I had a 
talk with the Honourable the Irrigation Minister ahd I •Understand 
that Government is proposing to show certain concessions to«the ‘people 
for paying up their arrear dues hut may I poinf o»tp that although 
Government may consider to give concession to the peojde regarding 
arrear dues, the actual trouble, namely, the levy at Rs. 5-8 per acre 
still remains there, and this is a matter which the Honourable 
Minister should take'up and whether he reduces it Re. 1-8 per acre, as 
sugegsted by Mr. Banerjee, or whether he assesses it at any other rate 
he should do so after personally visiting the place and looking into 
the matter carefully and meeting people and hearing their grievances 
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direct. Sir, as there aref many other speaker^, after thiB I do not pro- 
pose to Waste much of the time of the House, but I would suggest that 
regarding the arrears which are due to Government at least half of the 
arrears should be remitted and time given for the people to pay up 
the remaining half and when reassessments are made J would suggest 
that they are made in such a way as only the actual working expenses 
of the Canal are charged from the people. I know that Government 
do not propose to make a gift of the Canal to us and* I am not a 
party to the idea of people not paying any taxes^ buit the taxes should 
be fixed at such a figure that it would be easily possible for the culti- 
vators to pay ^withou), any hardship and lastly; I vVcyild suggest that 
any further extensionlto the Damodar Canal should not be taken up 
until proper enquiry is made and the present question of levy has been 
settled. I think that the best possible thing wpuld' be if my friend 
the Honourable the Irrigation Minister world at his earliest conve- 
nience visit the area personally, hear fcfre grievances direct from the 
people and try to come to some sorl^ of understanding 'so that their 
grievances may be removed. We w’ant^ the Canal, we want water, but 
we are not prepared /o pay a'a exhorbjiant rate of taxation which is 
already impossible for the cultivators to pay. With these few words, 
oir, I support the motio'n of my friend Mr. Banerjee. * 


Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAtT Mr. Speaker, Sir, I fully 
support the cut motion of my hoDrourable friend, Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Banerjee. Sir, the oppression of the certificate officials in the matter 
of realization of rent of the Canal has become so terrible that the 
Damodar Canal has now become a menace to the people of Burdwan. 
For the severity with which the Canal dues are realized by the certi- 
ficate officials the Canal lias become a horror to the people of the canal 
area. Meetings after meetings were held in different villages by the 
cultivators and agitations were made in the newspapers almost every- 
day but in vain. It did not reach the ears of our Government. When 
the Canal was excavated people had high hopes of their future prosperity 
but now it has become a dread. When there is a talk of extension of 
this Canal to the other areas of this district, the people 'instead of 
welcoming'dt look at it with horror and dismay. Now, Sir, there are 
certain defects of this canal tax. Wnether the lands are irrigated or 
not, whether the, cultivator takes water or not for his land, or whether 
there is necessity of water for his land or not, the cultivator has to pay 
his tax. Sir, if there be no sufficient rainfall there is less water in 
the Damodar river and the canal authorities cannot supply canal water 
to the whole of the canal area in time, i.e ., in the proper time of culti- 
vation, btit the tax is realised. 

The tax Is so heavy and excessive that it has become impossible for 
th$ people to pay. For this tax, the canal instead of being a blessing 
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to th» people it has fcecolae a source of evil. The Bengal Develop- 
ment tax has added insult to the injury. A cultivator has to pay 
about Bs.*2 per bighn as tax for his land, t.e., double the rent he pays 
to his landlord as the average rent per bigha rs one rupee or one rupee 
two annas. The assessment of the tax is based on a* false ground. The 
Government official view » that 50 per cent, of the arability of the 
land has been improved by canal water and that no manure is necessary 
as the cana^ water bears sufficient manure with it. I must say, Sir, 
that it is a false idea. The arability of the land has not been improved. 
Government fails to fiakq note that the price of paddy is very low. Thp 
cultivator now finds that his position has now become worse for the 
heavy canal taxes lie has to pay. We hop^,|Sir, that the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the, Irrigation Department should consider the* 
case of the cultivators of Burdwan and reduce the tax. The interest 
end loan charges have fyeen written oft' by Neimeyer report. Under 
section 12 of the Bengal Dejpelopment Act,’ 1935, Government is # now 
entitled to the maintenance cast and supervision cost of the ('anal for 
which now the sum of Rs. 2,37,t)00 has been Bet apart. 

• , * 

As regards Eden Canal, uifcler Act, 1935, thifc canal has no separate 

existence aiftl .increased rate at Rs. 3-8 and Jls. 4-8 have been levied 
on the assurance of the supply of water from the Damodar Canal. 
But ftre Damodar Canal cannot supply* water; so increased rate cannot 
be charged and the old raV^^Rs. 1-8 per acre should be levied. 

Sir, the cultivators are not in apposition to pay this heavy tax. If 
they have to pay this tax to the Government as well as to the zemindars, 
they will scarcely have anything for their family expenses. Under 
the circumstances, Government should extend the time for the payment 
of arrear taxes. It is impossible for, them to pay this arrear tax 
within the month of September; if Government do not exfend the time, 
it will be very difficult for the cultivators to pay. As regards the 
Committee of Enquiry, I should say that it sdfould be formed of non- 
officials wi th* some members of the Cabinet agd in the meantime the 
time should fte extended. 

With these words I beg to support the motion of Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Bannerjee. 


Al-Haj Maulana Or. 8ANAULLAH: Mr. SpSat**, Sir, being on 
this side of the House I do not propose to criticise the action of the 
Government but 1 rise to support the cut motion of Mr. Banerjee on 
different grounds. I would like to draw the attention of Government 
to a few patent factef. The fact is that the attention of Government is 
naturally .concentrated towards the works of irrigation in western 
Bengal and I think they take very little care of eastern Bengal. Sir, 
last year I submitted an application to the then Hon’ble Member in 
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charge of Irrigation for the re-excavation ii the dead river Dhurang 
in the north-eastern part of Chittagong and also for straightening the 
zig zag course of the river Halda in that part of the district. But 
unfortunately that application was mislaid by the then Hobble Member 
in charge of the Department in the midst of his volumes of papers. So 
through no fault of ours we have been deprived of the immediate action 
of the department. Now this year again we have submitted an appli- 
cation signed by about a thousand people of the district concerned for 
taking immediate action for the re-excavation of the dead river Dhurang 
and straightening of the zig zag course of the river Halda which cause 
periodical floods and consequent los§ of property and dives. The recent 
flood in Chittagong, of Which I have given a short-notice question also, 

' was a direct result of these two rivers: and J find that Government is 
so callous in this direction that though I handed over the question to 
the department on the 25th of this month yet up till now we have not 
been favoured with reply. v* 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I think that before you make any 
remark I would like t^draw your attention to the fa°t that if you have 
any such important question to be answered you should give earlier 
notice of an ordinary question and not a short-notice question. I hope 
you will realise the difficulty of dealing with a short-notice question as 
it concerns the Assembly Department too. In view of the circumstances, 
I hope you will take this fact into consideration. 

Al-Haj Maul ana Dr. SANAULLAH: I bow down to your ruling 
but I would like to remind the Government that 'this being a matter of 
great public importance some of my colleagues coming from Chittagong 
even suggested to me to move an adjournment motion because the people 
are dying of starvation and pestilence. I think telegraphic communi- 
cation is not held up owing to this flood. If Government are sympathe- 
tic, they could get "'the necessary information from the district 
authorities by this time It is a matter of great pity for us, specially 
members of Chittagong concerned to sit tight here whefl thousands of 
our countrymen are suffering from starvation and epidemic. With these 
few words I again draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister concerned 
to take immediate* action on these two minor projects. 

Mr. ADWAtYA KUMAR MAJI: (Spoke in Bengali in support of 
the motion of Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee.) 

Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN: (Spoke in Bergali of which the 
following is an English translation): — 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the amount assigned for Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment, and Drainage works in this year’s budget is extremely 
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insufficient and insignificant *f or a vast province like Bengal. Innumer- 
able rivers and waterways of Bengal are dyAig or dead. They are 
badly in ne«d of reclamation. Moreover quite a large number of bunds 

are required for protecting the people against* flood. 

» • 

I am extremely disappointed that no expenses under this head have 
been earmarked in the budget for our district of Tippera. Is there no 
necessity for incurring such expenditure in the District of Tippera P 
I want information on this point. 

Since the very beginning of British rule breaches have been occur- # 
ring annually in the buju! of the river Gumti. Formerly, the respon- 
sibility for preserving this bund lay with tli£ lfaharajti of Tippera. 
But as a result of the resolution jnoved in the legislative Council in • 
1917 by S§. Arnica Chandra Dutt, Government 'took over the charge 
of the bund in 1920. Every year Government levies a tax for the 
bund from the Maharaja 0 ? Ty^era but no repair has yet been done* to 
it. 

In reply to the question put Ijy Sj. Dhirendra Nath Dutt during the# 
present session of The Assembly, Goverfim£nt stated that no repair 
would be undertaken in the bund to the north of Comilla as it w T oul(^ 
cause damage to the district/ What I w^ant to ask is that, arc lakhs 
of peasants' and inhabitants of Tippera? to suffer for the benefit of a 
handful of individuals of CqjfliJlaP 

In 1884, the bund to the north of the Gumti river having broken, 
the flood that ensued killed thousands of men and women. The Official 
Report put the number.of deaths at 700. There was a terrible outbreak 
of famine in the Gumti region. The Report of the Abhay A iam of 
Comilla showed that crops worth 30 lakhs of rupees had been damaged 
in 1929 as a result of the flood due to the breach in the drand to the 
north of the Gumti river. While the Report of the Government 
estimated the damage at 25 lakhs of rupees oniy. 

The breach in the buftd of the Gumti resulted in flooding the entire 
area under the ^lurichang and Debidwar police-stations. Some portions 
of the Kasba, Nabinagar, Muradnagar and Kotwalhpolice-stations weH 
also affected. More than 5 lakhs of men and women belonging to the 

said police-stations in Comilla suffered from the effects of the, flood. 

• 

I next proceed to give some account of the Titas r^er in the Brah- 
manbaria subdivision of my own district. The Titas river provides the 
only communication for boats in the Brahipanbaria subdivision. 
Akhaura in East Bengal is a famous centre of jute business. Lakhs of 
maunds of jute are iift ported here every year. The Titas river between 
Akhaura aqd Ujanisar,»a distance of about 5 miles, has been affected by 
the formation of a char — to the great inconvenience of communication; 
In addition to this the obstruction to passage of water caused by char 
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land in Hill Tippera and Assam regions head* to the accumulation of 
water in the eastern part of Akhaura, and irops are damaged almost 
©very year. 

Owing to floods, and inundation and, damage of agricultural pro- 
duce every year,* Tippera has turned into a playground of famine. 
Under the pressure of wants and privation thousands of peasants in 
Tippera are quitting their native country and migrating to the wilds 
and jungles of Assam in a most penurious and helpLss condition. 
To-day, Tippera is going to be converted into £ depopulated district. 
With reference to these matters resolutions were adopted last year in 
the presence />f the, present Priitfe Minister of Bengal (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Fazlul Huq), at^tlfe Camilla session of the Tippera District 
Peasant’s Conference’ and the Kharampftr* session of the District Co- 
operative Debtor’s Conference. He was not then in the office of the 
Prime Minister. “If I can ever find a plate in the cabinet,” said he 
*‘T will solve all tluse problems”. 

(The member, having reached thfc time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Mr. Townend, the 
‘then Rural Development Commissioner, -Bengal, in his Pamphlet on 
the Damodar Canal and the pand Development Act, says with, regard 
to the Damodar Canal agitation that persons who have been most vocal 
are politicians coming from Calcutta and* “its neighbourhood and con- 
sistently opposed to everything (tone by Government. At the very 
outset, Sir, I would like to tell the House that I neither come from 
Calcutta or its neighbourhood, nor do I belong* to that group which is 
consistently opposed to anything and everything done by Government. 
After what has been said by, my honourable friend the mover of the 
motion, Mr! Pramatha Nath Bauer jee, and the Maharaj Kumar of 
Burdwan, I do not think that I have got anything more to say to 
strengthen the case. *1* would like to draw the attention of this House 
to only one point. The entire idea of this Damodar Capal, as already 
pointed out by the mover of the motion, is irrigation* and sanitation. 
Eor sanitation it i§ necessary that the Damodar Canal must be in a 
position to serve these two purposes, viz., drainage and flushing. But 
so far as these two things are concerned, I think, Sir, I shall not be 
contr&dictod if I say that the Damodar Canal completely fails, and, 
therefore, 50 par cent, of the benefits that we expected from the Canal 
we are not getting now. As regards irrigation, I may state that the 
Burdwan district has, rice as its main crop, and, Sir, for the proper 
growth and cultivation of rice 60 inches of rain is necessary. Normally, 
in the Burdwan Canal Area there is a rainfall of *59 inches and several 
points. And so from this it appears, and also from our experience 
of the past few years it appears, that during normal rainfall the Damodar 
Canal is more or less useless; during abnormal rainfall the Canal is 
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positively harmful ; ancl^ diring drought it if useful provided it can 
supply much water as is necessary for the proper culfivation of paddy. 
The D&moaar river is not a navigable river ; it is a hill-fed river ; and 
as such it cannot supply wajer unless there & heavy rainfall in the 
Hazaribagh and. in the Nilgiri areas. It has been qur experience that 
during periods of drought 'the Damodar Canal, as it is worked now, 
cannot supply water as and when it is needed. Therefore, it is our 
considered opinion that the Damodar Canal is a colossal failure. It 
is said that a very large amount, viz., 1 crore and 24 lakhs, has been 
spent in constructing this canal, but this should be no reason why. 
Burdwan, particularly the area cowed by the Damodar Canal Area, 
should be saddled with this heavy taxation, |uft*to realize the money 
that Government havtj spent* on *it. We have got, Sir, various other • 
aiguments* whioh*we ,can put forward in favour of taking away the 
Damodar Canal Area fro*n the operation of the Development Act. 
But, at the present moment '/am not going so Jar as that. A few 
demands have* already bfcen put ^forward by previous speakers coming 
from the district of Burdwan. One of the&e demands is that 50 per 
cent, of the arreai* rent should* now be 'remitted. Now, Sir, 1 think 
there is goodjustifieation for this demand. We are, of course, grateful 
to Government for remitting £5 per cent, now* The second demand if 
that smce the Niemeyer Settlement has* settled the financial difficulties 
of the Government of Bengal, the Government will be pleased to 
realise from the Damodar* Canal Area just that much money which 
they have to spend for keeping and •maintaining this Canal. An idea 
is being spread amongst our Eastern Bengal friends that if Government 
accept, our proposals, then it would mean that the sum of one crore and 
24 lakhs, the money which has been spent on the Damodar Canal from 
the revenues of Bengal, will he a gift # to the people of the Burdwan 
district. At the very beginning I have stated, Sir, that we do not 
think that so much money spent over the Canal will do the desired 
good. I may go further, Sir, and say that tlaiif money has been mis- 
spent and wasied, for which the district of Burdwan or any oilier district 
cannot be helfl responsible. However, Sir, 

The member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat. * 

t ^ 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE: (Spoke in Bengali in support off he motion 
of Mr. Piamatha Nath Banerjee.) * #• 

• 

Mr, F. C. BRA8HER: In rising to speak on behalf of the Europaen 
group I feel that I am a voice crying in the wilderness created by the 
Damodar Canal because I am the first speaker who has risen to oppose 
this motion. Might I say, Sir, that in the first place I have been 
listening in a spirit of what I trust is patient enquiry. So far as 
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written evidence is concerned we Have been able to see what has been 
written in the various Newspapers on the ond* side and what has been 
said in the statement issued by the Rural Development Commissioner 
on the other side, as to the value or otherwise of the measure.- We 
have to consider whether or not the arguments which have been put 
forward in favour of the proposed cut hf.ve been adequately met or 
whether the facts which have been given by Government show that 
these arguments are not sufficient to weigh the balance in favour of 
the motion. I would submit to the House that the criticisms which we 
have heard to-day as regards the utility of the canal f do not in any way 
meet the statements which have ]>een made op behalf of Government 
as to the benefit whi'cji Jias been and is being conferred. While I am 
on this point I woulll like to point out that my honourable friend 
Mr. Abul Hashim told the House that Burdwan does not require tho 
canal. He says that in fact the canal has only *been of use in excep- 
tional cases, that is to say drought. The last drought, I believe, was 
in the year 1935 when 1 happened to be in the Burdwan district and 
when I was very much struck by the possibilities which would have 
existed in the ordinary courfte of events of averting the drought and 
the consequent very* serious distress arid damage had the canal been 
^completed 3 or 4 years earlier. 

My hon’ble friend the Maharaj Kumar of Burdwan said that 
Burdwan certainly wished to have the cSfr&l and made the point that 
the real grievance was as regard* the levy imposed under the Rural 
Development Act. Might 1 point out, that the grievance is one which 
was specifically dealt with by the Rural Development Commissioner at 
page 17 of his report. In order to save time I would summarise what 
he said: that under section 10(tf) of the Act the whole of the area 
served by the canal is subject to a uniform rate of levy, viz., Rs. 5-8 
per acre. He also goes on to say that lie does not consider that that 
is a fair method of assessment. He says that some lands benefit less 
Ahan other lands and suggests that while Government should have the 
right to impose a rate producing say an average of Rs. 5^8, the amount 
actually imposed in each particular instance should be subject to 
variation. That I think is a reasonable suggestion and one that I would 
like to submit fer the consideration of the Government. But, Sir, I 
think "tliab in discussing this motion 1 to-dav we have taken a narrow 
view. We have befcn discussing the Damodar canal but we have not 
considered tlie wider implications involved in any resolution to reduce 
the grant under this head. There are vast areas in Bengal at the 
present time which are described as decadent or decaying areas and 
which, so far as one can see will, in the ordinary course of events, 
increase in size and poverty as time goes on. »That is not a state of 
affairs which any member of the House or any party in the House 
can possibly accept. It is our bounden duty to see what we can do 
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to bring about improvement in these areas, |nd it seems to me that 
if we accent the position that any measure of irrigation is going to be 
attacked because it imposes a burden upon the people of any parti- 
cular locality or, and, I trust, I am»not being unfair in so submitting, 
because it is the Government which has done something to benefit the 
people of the locality, then we are taking a wrong and narrow view. 
It seems to me that on irrigation, little as I know about it, depends 
to a large extent the salvation of vast areas of Bengal. I therefore 
oppose the motion. # 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, ef Kasimbazar: 

As has been said by the honourable mover *t fidmit the complicated . 
nature of# the accounts which he has found some difficulty to follow 
in the budget which lias been presented before the House. But what- 
ever that may be, leaving out^the complicated portion, I am sure. the 
members wilL easily be ^ble to find out that GoveAiment do noCpropose 
to make any profit out of the i^ceipts fropi the Damodar canal area. 
The figure which t]ie mover ha» quoted possibly has left out of account 
the money which has been remitted as a result o%the Neimeyer report. 
Now, Sir, it*has been urged that as the entire.amount which was Bpeni 
over the Damodar canal area has been remitted, we should not take 
into consideration that amount when calculating the rate for the levy. 

I may point out that the sifWUnt which was remitted was remitted for 
the province as a whole and it is fo^ the House to decide if they would 
like to allocate a portion of the amount for the excavation of the canal 
in a certain district. # It may be that in this particular case the capital 
amount seems to have been paid off, I should say, by mere luck, but 
we should not forget that in*any future scheme we will have to take 
into consideration the capital as well as the interest charges for any 
such project. 

It has been stated in the report of Mr. ToWnend which I consider 
to be a very, valuable jeport (hear, hear froin the Congress bench**) 
that this measure is an experiment upon which depends other future 
projects. # # 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH B^NERJEE: Save uitrn them. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY/ of Kasimbazar: 

If my friend want to be saved I am prepared for it. If the House 
think that there is no need for improving the condition of rivers and 
waterways, and there is no need to spend money for any projects or 
schemes-4f that is tjie verdict of the House, I will be compelled to 
accept it. But I am sure that is not the view of the House as a whole. 
The principle of the levy as contained in the Act is that after some 
improvements %re made, JJqvernment claims half of the actual increase. 
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$hat is the limit. In this particular case* of {'he Damodar Canal, the 
House fixed the limit to Rs. 5-8 per acre. So even when the profit is 
more Government cannot claim more than Rs. 5-8 per acre. Now, 
Sir, is there any difference of opinion as to the principle of the Act? 
Suppose there is ap. increase of Rs. 11 — an increase of . productivity , per 
acre from existing conditions; certainly, ‘Sir, nobody should gitydgp 
to pay half of that. 

Next comes the question of assessment. I know much* has been said 
about a fair and equitable assessment. Sir, with regard to* this 
Damodar canal area I may say that there are # many difficulties which 
stood in the way of t-hp pre-canal assessment. But I 'may say with .all 
, the emphasis that I qfin command t^iat Government did their best to 
depute the most experienced officers of the Revenue, Department, who 
knew how to deal with these matters; and they c thoroughly went into 
the,, question from the materials available and then came to a conqlti- 
sion. * * , , 

Then with regard to the Damodar canal assessment I may say that 
it is liable to be revised, according to the Development Act, after two 
years; so if need be we can certainly revise the assessment and re- 
classify the areas taking into consideration the existing* circumstances, 
but we cannot go back to the pre-canal area nor can we visualise the 
pre-canal condition. That is the position. Sir, I quite admit that the 
scheme does not provide for any water in September: that is a defect 
of the scheme and to remedy this* defect we have undertaken another 
scheme which, when completed, will remove that defect. Sir, it has 
been stated that the Damodar canal has not benefited the area. I 
shcnjdd say that from the facts and materials which 1 have gone through 
there can be no doubt that there has been some improvement, but as 
regards the Amount of this improvement and the degree of the benefit 
which has been derived there might be some difference of opinion. 
But certainly. Sir, as War. been said by one of the honourable members, 
the canal is not a menace to Burdwan. Sir, ever since I had the privi- 
lege of assuming charge of the Department 1 have heard about this 
agitation in the canal area and I may say that I have been most 
anxiously following the trend of events and also getting facts and 
figures froffi the 'local officers to understand the real state of affairs. 
Sir, it’ , has'been said why I did not visit the area, I had fixed a date 
actually to visit rihd area but very unfortunately I fell ill. Imme- 
diately after coming down from Darjeeling I received a deputation in 
Calcutta to discuss the matter and to know first hand the real griev- 
ances of the people of the locality (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: nomi- 
nated deputationistsP). My friend, Dr. Sanyal, said that they were 
nominated deputationists : Sir, I admit that I received this offer of 
deputation from the Collector of Burdwan. I do not know if they 
were nominated or not.. But may I ask what my friend and the 



< 1 

1937.] : DEMAND FOE GRANT, ( 739 

friends of the cultivator! f wdre doing? Did they ever approach me to 
give me first-hand information about their grievances? Did any of 
them ask me that my presence was immediately necessary? X was pre* 
pared to go even without they* requ^t and see things for myself, but 
it was the unfortunate illness that overtook me and l was not able to 
dost. 

Sir, it is true that in Bengal it is not in every year that you want 
your lands to irrigated by canal water, but I believe there is differ- 
ence of opinion theVe too.. Sir, the ordinary people when they get rain 
water they do not want jhe canal water, but for a big project compul- 
sion has to be introduced. There might be ye$rs|When they might not 
have sufficient rains and might urgently require icanal water. Taking 
tins average, Sir, *»nd taking also into consideration the effect of canal 
water on land apart from the effect of rain water I should say that the 
scheme has not been given sq^Uient time to 'Bee what the result is* 

' . • 

Sir, I think I have met mo*st*of the points that have been raised 
by "the honourable members of the Hou8 ; e. ' I do not think I shouldi 
go into the other ihatters such > as excavation of* # the Dhorung or the 
Teetas river wlpch have been raised by certain members. Sir, as my fl 
time is up I am afraid I canflot discuss some other points which have 
been raised 'during the course of this debate. I will only declare the 
decision of Government on, Ais matter. Sir, we have decided to 
appoint a Committee of enquiry with the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
as its president to go into the question in all its aspects and submit 
a report at the earliest opportunity. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, my esteemed fricnft" 
Xawab Musharruff Ilossain has taught me that it is a Very unwise 
policy to often provoke one’s antagonist, and 1 am not therefore going 
to face such a formidable opponent as Mr. lVafhaiha Nath Banerjee. 

1 am free to admit that "enquiry has shown tha,t there is a very wide- 
spread feeling about the distress of the people in the Damodar canal 
and the Eden canal areas due to the operation of tjie Bengal Develop- 
ment Act. Sir, I have received representations in numbers which 1 
forwarded to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Ifrigatihu Depart- 
ment, and 1 believe, Sir, that the expression of the distress by* tliese 
people must be based on some genuine grounds, and i>may that it has 
not been got up by agitators with an ulterior purpose. Home of 
these men then came to my bouse and tried to explain to me the 
intricacies of the problem. I confess, Sir, that this problem is a very 
complicated one and nothing can be better than enquiry on the spot 
by the people who are*in a position to give information and then tq 
come to a decision as to what further steps ought to be taken. Sir, 

I very much ajqjreciate the spirit in which my friend Mr. Pramatha 
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Nath Banerjee concluded his speech. Let us \ agree, although we may 
not know exactly that there is a possibility of distress in that area. 
If oji enquiry Government find that some relief ought to be given in 
the interest of humanity itself, if not for anything else, that relief 
ought to be given and will be given. I think an enquiry of this kind 
had better be entrusted to a committee consisting mostly of Bangals 
who have got no vested interest in the Burdwan Division, headed, if 
possible, by one of us. (A voice: You are also a Bangal.) Yes, I am 
also a Bangal. At the present moment the Government policy as has 
• been explained by the Hon’ble Minister in charge, stands, subject to 
this condition, that i| on enquiry the committee can recommend some 
further relief to be gjjvcn to the people of that area, the recommenda- 
tion will be considered on its merits and, if necessary, the House will 
be consulted. Certainly the leaders of the various sections of the 
House will be consulted before Governmeni come to a final decision, 
and I hope this decision of Government will satisfy the mover of this 
motion. His object in moving the cut motion was to raise a discus- 
sion and to draw the attention of Government and the leaders of the 
various sections of *his House to the distress that is prevailing in 
these areas. Government have accepted the possibility of the distress 
and are prepared to go' into the matter thoroughly by local inspection 
as early as possible. When that inspection is made tire leaders of 
the various groups will be informed, tjiis House also will be informed 
-of the decision taken which I hope will be satisfactory to all concern- 
ed. „ It will therefore appear thfit the Government has not taken up 
a rigid policy of non-compliance with public opinion. We would 
defer to public opinion as far as possible and in view of the assurance 
that is given I hope Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee will not press his 
motion. 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I request the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister to make clear just one pointy Is it his idea that the 
enquiry committee will consist amongst others the representatives, 
tyoth Hindus and Muhammadans, of the Burdwan district in this 
House ? t 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: Sir, all I can say is that 

on an important* matter like this I would like to consult the leaders of 
the various sections of the House before deciding upon the personnel. 
I think the leaders of, various sections ought to be consulted and should 
have a say in the matter. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Are you prepared to accept the 
principle that the representatives of the district affected should be in 
that committee P You may consult the various sections of the people. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. »K. FAZLUL HUQ: Possibly that may be, 
but 1 would like the various sections of the riouse to’ come to a deci- 
sion. I hart better consult everybody. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATrt BAN’ERJEE: Sir, # in view of the 
assuiance given by the HonHile the Chief Minister after the exposition 
in a heorie classical manner by the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of 
Irrigation, I Jliink I would request the House to grant me leave to 
withdraw the motion subject to one condition about the composition 
of the committee . 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot say that now\» j’ 

The motions were then, byHea^e of the House* withdrawn. 

• « 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. *Bose, I do not think any profitable dis- 
cussion can take place within "these 10 minute^. * 

* 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Speaking for myself 1 do not 
.think any useful pifrpose will lie served by •conttyuing the discussion 
for another Hhininutes. 

The question before the House that a sum of Its. 33,10,000 be 
granted for* expendituie under the heUd “17 — Irrigation -Working 
Expenses — 18 — Other Eevo\r* tf * Expenditure financed from ordinary 
revenues — IS (1). — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Faming 
Relief Fund — 19. — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank- 
ment and Drainage Works — H— Financed from ordinary revenues and 
G8 — Construction of Irrigation Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works,” was put and agreed to. » 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, with 
your leave 1 wish to make a statement beforejhe House. I have 
received a note from the hon’hle leader of the opposition stating that 
a report lias gfhined currency that near about after 8 p.m. a telegram 
came saying that Sudhendu Dam was dead. 

Mr. Bose enquired from the Home Minister on Saturday last if 
there was any death as there were strong rumours in Calcutta that one 
of the hunger strikers is dead. *The Hon’hle Minister info’vned’ the 
Header of the opposition that if he gets any report he >will inform the 
leader of the opposition. The Hon’hle Minister (Home) answered a 
short notice question on Monday or Tuesday stating that they had no 
reports of any deaths. Yesterday in spite of the fact that the Minister 
(Home) informed sonffe of the members of the opposition that he had 
no reports of any death«the Congress members walked out on the basis 
of reports about the death of Sudhendu Dam. Government issued a 
contradiction of the report in all the papers. 

28 



738 ( DEMAND Fv>R GRANT. [28th Aug., 

To-day the Leader of the Opposition has again he&rd rumours of a 
wire being received Shortly after 8 p.m. * regarding the death of 
Sudhendu Dam. Luckily wire despatch from Andamans r to Govern- 
nient is timed 9-35 p.m. contradicting rumours of any death taking 
place in Andamans. I would appeal to the Hon’ble Leader of the 
Opposition and responsible public men not to encourage these wild 
reports until they are satisfied there is some basis for believing these 
reports. 

Naturally the members of this House are all*anxious about the 
hunger-strikers. If, God forbid, there w’as any death Government will 
inform the member# of this bousfe as soon as they leceive any report 
but decency requires,* that relatives should be informed first before it 
is publicly announced'. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 3-45 p.m. on Monday, the 30th 
.August, 1937. at the Assembly House, Calcutta. * 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative * Assembly assembled 

under the provisions of Government of India A ct, 1935. 

# • 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 30th August. 1937, at 3-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (Hie Hon’ble Khan ftahudur 1^. JAzizitl 5Iauuk, c.i.e.), 
in the Chair, the Hon’ble Ministers and 214 members. 


Statement made by the Hon*bft the Chief Minuter in regard to*the 
Andamans prisoners* after thg calling off of the hunger-strike. 

The Hon’ifrle Mf. A. K. FAJLUL HUQr Iktyre to-da\ s business 
is taken up, l ^hink that the House would welcome a statement t'lom 
regarding the Andamans primers. I am glad to say that on Sunday 
evening wtfieceived information from t4ie (iovenmient of India and the 
Chief Commissioner, Andaman? Jslamls, that the hunger-sU-ike had been 
unconditionally suspended late on Saturday night by an overwhelming 
majority of the strikers, only seven (folding out against the decision of 
the majority. 

I am sure that all sections of the House will share the relief which 
this news has afforded to my colleagues and myself; a great tragedy has 
been averted and I should like to take this opportunity of.lhanking all 
who have eoniiibuted towards inducing the strikers to abandon their 
strike which subjected the whole community to^reat anxiety. While 
thanking all those who have used their influence to bring about the 
termination of Jhe strike, 1 think that it would fmly he fair and proper 
ro acknowledge the services oi those officers, medical and administra- 
tive, who have had the lujjivy responsibility of preventing the strikers 
from doing greater physical harm to themselves than tjiey lu^ve done. 

As I have said, there are sefen prisoners who have not .suspended 
their strike, hut I want to assure the House that wft t^k$ the view that 
the strike has been abandoned, and that it is now r our duty to proceed 
to give effect to the statements which have been jnade on behalf of the 
Government in the course of the discussions to which tlie strike has 
given rise. • 

We shall lose no tiifte in convening a meeting of Party leaders with 
whom we can discuss the question of repatriation. The discussions will 

give us an opportunity of explaining the practical problems and also 

• • • 
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give us the benefit of the advice of representatives of various shades of 
public opinion. Moreover, as soon as the session is over, the Home 
Department will take up the examination of the rules regarding the 
classification of prisonefs. 


Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY! Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the names of the seven political prisoners who have not yet 
given up hunger-strike? 


The Hon’blp Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We hgive not got the 

names. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will it be possible to get the names of 
theue seven gentlemen? 

r 

, The Hon’ble Khwaja S* NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir 

t * 

- Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: We want thein nUmes so that 
their guardians may intervene in the matter. 


STARRED QUESTIONS. 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Nadia and flood. 

*88. Babu HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: {a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of* the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware — 

(?) of a circular entitled “Nadia Distiict and Flood” in which 
'it hast been stated that the non-observance of the order will 
' end in legal prosecution, issued by the District Magistrate of 
Nadia, prohibiting the repair of, and construction of, any 
bunds (embankments) in Ike dried-up small rivers and khah 
of Nadia; 

f n) of a feeling of dissatisfaction prevailing .among the peasantry 
of Nadia : and K 

(Hi) of the immediate consequences of the steps taken, that is, loss 
of the crops of the peasants? 
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(b) If the answer t # <^ (*§) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’blc 
Minister pleased to state the action proposed to be taken by Govern 
ment for proper compensation for the loss incurred by the peasants foi 
the steps taken by the Distort Mag^trate, NacfiaP 

(c) Will the'Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state* the steps proposed 
to be taken by Gove^ment for re-excavating silted up rivers and foi 
the removal of obstruction caused to the natural flow of water due tc 
Railway embankments ? 

• • 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT '(the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Qhahtfra N4hdy, of Kasim 
bazar): (a) (/) A copy of the circular entitled* “Nadia and Flood” 
which wa* issued# by {be District Magistrate, ik placed on the Library 
table. 

(u) Yes. Tli ere is some dissatisfaction at the^action taken, but* the 
District MagJkt rate lias been careful to examine every case on its merits 
Bunds are being allowed where they are reitlly needed. , 

• *'.*'■ 

(m) It is not expected that Jhere will be* mu<% loss. There may bt 
some loss to«tl^‘ people who have lands near the mouths of these smal 1 
rivers and khah, but the benefit to the interior of the district will more 
than Outweigh their loss. Moreover, fhe damage is far greater when 
bunds give way under pre # sx ,,v e of water from the Pudma. The real 
remedy is io grow early paddy as isjjnmu in East Bengal; the people 
have been advised accordingly and Its. 4,000 in seeds have been 
distributed on loan. 

• 

(b) It is not pi o posed 1o pa> ain compensation. Embankments are 
mainly res])onsible for the unjiealthiness and diminishing fertility of 
the soil in Pent nil Bengal and the problem cannot be far«I if compen- 
sation has to be ]iaid for their gradual removal. 

( r ) Already four schemes substantially finaifcW by Government have 
been taken up in the \adia district. These include silt clearance of 
old channels vriiere necessary. More schemes are under investigation. 

I understand (hat the Eastern Bengal Railway 4ines between Uana- 
ghat and boaliindo and also between Ranaghat and Lalgolaghat are 
not causing any serious obstruction to the natural flow of water., 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: With n.fer.'m* to answer (c), 
What are the four schemes which have been substantially financed by 
Government? * . 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY f of Kasimbazar: 

The Abhaynagar scheme, Pankhonia-Santoshpur Drainage scheme; 
Nanga-Nagari scheme and the flushing of Tungi and Bhachanghata 
bills. • 
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Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: The opfen^ugs on the railway lines 
near about the headquarters station of Rajshahi are very s^juall with 
consequent deterioration of health of the local people and damage to 
crops ffom water-logging 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not a question. Wha^ information do you 
want? 

♦ 

Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: 1 wanl to kpow, whether this is a 
fact or not. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

That does not arise out, of this question because it is confined, to Nadia 
district alone. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : but I find you have brought, in, in this question, 
tlie railway lines between Ranaghat aifd Goalundo. 

(No answer from th° JTon lHe Minister.) 

*• Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Ts il no) a fa<'. fhat parts of 
the Nadia district were inundated just on the eve of harvesting on 
account of absence of protection by bunds? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I am no) aware. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is there any scheme for re-excavating the 
silled up rivers in the district >f Murslbdabad? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that question does not arise. 

A 

Dr. NALINAKSHA«8ANYAL: With reference to answer (*•), is the 
Hon’ble Minister aware that there is a cut called the llijoy Cut, the 
water of which doesHiot flow properly down the Railway line? 

Th$ Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I am aware of the cut mentioned by the honourable member hut I am 
not sure under what condition it is at present. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED : May we know’ what led the 

Hon’ble Minister to issue tbe Circular? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I) was issued by the Collector to improve the condition of the land 
thejre. 
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Mr. M. 8HAM8UDlf^N V\HMED: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
the Glpiznavi Cut has been silted up by this time? 


The Hon’ble Maharaja StyS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasirtftazar: 

I have no knowledge about ^the condition of tlie Ghuznavi cut at the 
present moment. 


Mr. J0CE6H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to explain io t]ie House as to how the issue of the Circular will 
improve the condition of the locality? 4 

•* , • • ... 

Tho Hon’ble Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA RANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I did not mean that the issue ftf the Circular wilj improve tlie condition 
but what I meant is* that it the instructions contained therein are 
followed, I lvelieve there *is pvyv likelihood, of the condition of Jhe 
land improving. 


Mr. M. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: W,hat are those instructions? 

• . 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have got a copy of thejn on the Library table. 

BaOu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Mfly 1 know whether the answers 
have been supplied by the J)i:;triet Magistrate of Nadia against whom 
complaints are being made? # 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think vou should take it as an answer from the 

. 

Hon’ble Minister. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH' SEN: I want information, as to the 
source from which this answer has been obtained by the Hon’ble 
Minister. , 4 ^ 

• • • 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I am afraid I cannot give that information. , • 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Was an/ expeH opinion 
taken before the publication of th'e Circular? • 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Certainly. 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI 1 . Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
Executive Engineer of tlie Nadia and Murshidabad Rivers Division has 
been protesting against any attempt to erect any bund or embankment 
on any river in the districts^ of Nadia and Murshidabad? # 
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The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA KANDY, of Kasimlttur: 

I am not aware about the opinion referred to, but certainly the 
Executive Engineer is in favour of action taken by the Collector. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: May I haver the liames of 
the experts from whom expert advice was taken? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, o f Kasimbazar: 

They are all departmental experts. 

Babu NAQENDRA NATH SEN: Has any' action been taken after 
the receipt of these notices and the receipt of replies from the district 
authorities and were The Executive Engioeers consulted in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

The Executive Engineer concerned was* a party to the^ issue of that 
Circular. 


Flood in Chittagong. 

*88A. Al-Haj Maul an a Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) Is the Ilon'ble 

Minister in .charge of the Revenue Repayment aware that a heavy flood 
has recently devastated the district, of Chittagong with disastrous 
consequences in the Cox’s Bazar "subdivision and the northern part of 
the district? 

(b) If so, what steps have the Government taken or do they propose 
taking for the immediate relief of the cufferers? 

‘it '< 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Sing** Roy): (a) I am aware that a flood visited certain 
parts of Cox’s Bazar subdfvision and thanas Satkania, Banskhali, 
Anwara and Patiya iS the sadar subdivision of the district of Chitta- 
gong, causing some damage to the houses, embankments and to stand- 
i ng crops. # ♦ 

(/>) A turn of Rs. 0,500 for distribution of agricultural loans in the 
affected areas in the district and Rs/750 for gratuitous relief in Cox’s 
Bazar subdivision have been sanctioned by Government, at the request of 
the Collector of the district. Further sums if required by Collector will 
be sanctioned in dua course. The Revenue Department are in com- 
munication with the Collector on this subject. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I submit that 
since this question was printed I have received a reply from the Collec- 
tor of the district saying that the damage to houses iq. the Cox’s Bazar 
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subdivision is not very gre^t and that the damage to the standing crops 
is very small. In the Shdar subdivision, thei^ is some damage to nvs 
crop and &>me damage to the seedlings of aman paddy and Government 
are distributing gratuitous relief in the Cox’s Bazar subdivision and 
loan is being, advanced to people in*the Sadar subdivision for the pur- 
chase of seectlings and if nfore loan is required he will recommend for 
further loan. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: How much relief was 
asked by the Collector of, Chittagong for giving.relief ? 

/ ♦ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ffOY: The full amount 
that was asked for by the Collect «r was sanctioned. * 

* • 

Al-Haj Maulana Dr. &ANAQLLAH: Is the Hon’blc Minister* further 
aware that the flood extended to the thana, Hat^azari and other places 
as published in a local newspa^xv on the 27th August ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: ^ ou cannyt ask a question*pn the basis of news- 
oaper inforwajion. 

Al-Haj* Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: But that is also iny personal 

knowledge, Sir. # # 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government have 
no information. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the form of relief pro]>osed to be given 
after the agricultural loan amounting V> Rs. 650 and gratuitous relief 
amounting to Rs. 750 have been distributed be that of an agricultural 
loan or of gratuitous relief? 

The Hon’&e Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH HOY : That depends on the 
recommendation of the Collector. t 

» 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Can the Hon|ble Minister 
give us an idea of the area affected ? # • 

* § 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY l No, Sir. 

Dr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: What is the approximate 
number of people affected by this flood. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Government have 
no information 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

« \ 

Non-Hindus Sub- Assistant Surgeons ajwl Assistant 8urgeons. 

54. Maulvi AFTAB HOSAIN JOARDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Se]/-Governmeiit 
Department be pleased to state — t 

(i) the number of Sub-Assistant Surgeons* promoted to the rank of 

Assistant £}grgeons during the last 16 years*; and 

(ii) the number of them that werejion-Hindus? 

J’ f 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (theiHon’ftle Maulvi Syed Nausher 

iAli)S ( i ) Five, and (ity Gne. 

t 

c Avista. h oui goviiai 

„ 55. Mr. ABUL HOSAIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ffle* Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and J/oeal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of Assistant Surgeons in Bengal ; 

(ii) the number of them that Jre Hindus, Muhammadans and of 

other nationalities; 

(Hi) the total number of Sub-Assistant Surgeohs in Bengal; 

(rv) the number of them that are (1) Hindus, (2) Muhammadans, and 
(3) of other nationalities ; 

(v) the total number of Sub-Assistant Surgeons recruited since 

January, 19J2; # v 

(vi) the number of them that are (1) Hindus, 4 (2^ Muhammadans, and 

(3) of other fiationalities ; « 

(vii) the total number of persons holding subordinate, excluding 

ministerial", appointments in each branch of the Department 
of Public Health, including Engineering Branch; 

(viii) ‘the ..number that are (1) Hinclus, (2) Muhammadans, and 
(3) oL cither nationalities; 

(ix) the total number of persons recruited to the services referred to 

in (rii) since* January, 1932; and 

( x ) the number of them that are (1) Hindus, J2) Muhammadans, 

and (3) of other nationalities P ^ 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI : O') to (x) A statement 

giving the information is laid on the table. 




Statement referred to in the answer to unstarred question No. 55. 
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Others. 

Nil 

• 

a 

• 

• NiT 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Muham- 

madans. 



Nil 

• 

15 

• 

2 

Nil* 

3 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

3 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Hindus. 

• 

C& —iN— X> Cff © 

£ • . 9 999 9 

/ - 

t • 

Total 
number of 
persons 
recruited to 
the services 
since Janu- 
ary, 1932. 

• 

r* . -m -t -t oi^tco 

* ! 

* R 'ill _ J 

• • 

Others. 

• 

• 

• 

~T * — ' 

*0 * Q * cc 

ft 

• 

• ' . / ££££ 

• 

• 

Muhamma- 
dans. # 

a> • »0 IN m cc nx« 

• 

9 ;9 9< 

i . 

Hindus. 

• 129 

237 

24 

13 

20 

3 

10 

6 

6 

8 

6 

20 

Nil 

Total number 
of appoint- 
ments. 

• 

• ^ ^ 

163 

(inchiding 15 
temporary 
officers). 

282 

(including 23 
temporary 
officers). 

28 

17 

22 

5 

10 

12* 

6 

11 

14 

21 

Nil 

• 

Medical Department. 

• 

AssistantPSurgeons 

• • 

Sub-Assistant Surgeons 

• 

Public Health Department. 

Subordinate appointments (includ- 
ing ministerial). 

Malaria Branch — 

Permanent • 

Temporary 

Public Health Laboratory — * 

Permanent ^ . . 

Temporary m 

Bengal Vaccine Laboratory 

Bengal Vaccine Institute 

Bengal Excise Laboratory # * 

Publicity Branch — 

Permanent 

Temporary * 

„ Engineering Branch 

Smoke Nuisances Commission . . , 
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Wards estates! 1 » 

< t 

56. Maulana MO. MANIRUZIAMAN ISLAMABAD!: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge the Revenue Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing fcr the present — 

(/) the number and names of wards estates in each district in 
Bengal ; » 

(?/) ilie number of Managers, Assistant Managers, Inspectors and 
Supervisors attached to each estate with the number of 
Mujlims in each case; and 

(Hi) the total nunfoer of ministerial officers and TahsB Muharrirs 
in each district and the number of those who are Muham- 
madans? 


(h) Will the lfon’ble Minister lie pleased to state whether the mini- 
mum percentage of Muhammadans ha& been reached in the wards . 

estates? * ' . 

€ 

(c) If the answer to (/>) is in t lie negative, is the Hon Tile fillister 
considering the desirability of ‘taking steps in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of REVtENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’b!e 
Sir Bejoy Prasad Singh Roy)! (o) (i) and (//) A statement is placed on 
the Library table. 

(m) The information is noj readily ‘available and would take con- 
siderable tinvj to <*ollect. 

(b) No minimum percentage is prescribed in view of the fact that, 
on assumption of management by the Court of Wards, ^he old staff is 
usually retained. « 

r Out of 10 probationary Managers recruited by the Board since 1934, 

6 are Muhammadans. 

(o) Dock not arise. 

♦ 

Mr. Speaker’s ruling on advance publication in the Press of questions, 
resolutions and non.official bills not even admitted by the 8peaker« 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ladies and Gentlemen, for the last six weeks there 
has been a considerable amount of premature and inaccurate publica- 
tions in the press as regards questions, resolutions andcbills, of which 
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ven notice for this sessions and in 
reference to other mattert relating to the business of this Assembly. 

Id connection with budget cute, one newspaper published that over one 
thousand cut motions have Men tabled against demands for grants in 
the Bengal Budget and that flie majority of the out motions was directed 
against demand for the Police Department. The fact is, as members 
must have seen that out of about a thousand budget motions, only 

about 80 concerned the Police Department. 

• • 

2. On Saturday last* a member ^‘rom the Proju Party gave notice 
ot an adjournment motion which was received irf office* at 1-45 p.m. 
yet I found the morning newspapers of Saturday publishing not only 
the news about a monger of the Proja Party giving notice of such an 
adjournment motion but ^lso the terms of the adjournment 
. 9 

3. It is a Veil established convention of thP House of Commons that 
a member who gives to the press Tor publication, questions, resolutions^ 
or other matters More they a#e admitted # by ^ie Chair, commits a 
serious breach of the privilege ctf the House and This privilege is very 
jealously guanfed. It is alsy an established fend well known parlia- 
mentary convention that ii is only the numbers who have the right and 
privilege of first getting notice of all questions, resolutions and bills. 
The House will agree with*me that it is very undesirable Tf in maters 
connected with the Assembly lmeinets the memlwrs have to get their 
first informations from newspaper reports and that publications of this 
nature should take pVice in newspapers before these matters are 
officially published by the office of the Legislative Assembly. 

♦ # • 

4. In the House of Commons the House and their Speaker have 
got adequate powers to deal with the members who do not observe this 
convention, but unfortunately neither this IIout#«nor the Speaker have 
yet any such # power. Iji the absence of such power the Chair only 
appeals to the* members that this well established convention should 
also be observed as one of the conventions of this IJouse. In doing «o 
I am following the ruling ^iven by the President of the Central Legis- 
lative Assembly in 1933 on this very point and I am also following the 
convention which has been followed in the past in the prevjpus •Legis- 
lative Council of this province. The Chair things* that Hon’ble 
Members themselves should develop this convention as a preliminary to 
establish what should be the unquestioned privilege of this House. 

5. I must here ?lraw the attention of the newspapers that any 
publication of the terms of any question, bill or resolution is a breach 
of parliamentary privilege and it is an improper conduct on the part o’f 
the newspaper jgency in publishing beforehand and almost verbatim 
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their contents. It is essential for ' he development of healthy parlia- 
mentary conventions in this country that th4 press should not pre- 
maturely publish any such matter and even though a news agency might 
come into possession of certain information, it is up to them to see that 
the news is published at the propel* time. * 

* t 

6. The powers of the Chair of this House in bringing home to 
newspaper agencies is rather limited. But though the powers may be 
limited the Chair has undoubtedly got some power to bring home to the 
recalcitrant newspapers and news agencies and if there is any repitition 
or breach of this convention, the Chair will not hesitate to exercise such 
powers as he has to protect this right and privilege of the members of' 
this House. 

'Mv* -For the time being the Chair would leave this matter here, and 
the* Shaker trusts the lion ’hie membels .will kindly bear in mind that 
it would be considered a breach of privilege to send any premature report 
to newspapers, as much as«it would t>e for the newspapers to note that 
to give any such premature publication will be considered an offence 
against this privilege* and convention. * 

8. I must draw* the attention of members to another matter.* Some 
of the members have been sending notices of questions and motions to 
the house of* the Secretary and the Shaker almost at all hours of day and 
even night. One can appreciate this, if this happens in any exceptional 
emergency, but is becoming far too frequent and is causing incon- 
venience. 1 trust, memt>ers will kindly send all notices to the Assembly 
office only and during office hours. 

< " 

Ihibu Naiendra Nurayan Chakravarty said something in Bengali 
which was inaudible to the reporters. 

or « / 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is a purely hypothetical question and I am not 
prepared to discuss that question. 


Mr. JOG E&,H % CHANDRA GUPTA: Often we find that no intima- 
tion is sent as to whether a particular question has been accepted or not 
and whether a question wffiich has been allowed by you will be answered 
in this House. Unlike the Speaker in the House of Commons, as you 
have stated, you have no power to interfere in ‘the matter. Having 
regard, to this difficulty and this difference would it not be ]«nnissib)e for 
anybody after waiting for a reasonable time to publish that such and 
such questions were put to which no answers were forthcoming? 
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Ml. SPEAKER: So far js I aij concerned, I find that questions, 
resolutions and non-offici&l Bills have been polished even before they 
were admitted by me and my ruling applies to such breaches of the 
privileges of the House. In case Government Js not properly dealing 
with such things I have no objection*to their publication but not before 
the member concerned brings the iiatter to my notice. 


Mr. JOCESH £H/\NDRA CUPTA: But we want information in 

case a question is disallowed. 

* 


Mr. SPEAKER: \'ou can*take it from me that if a question is dis- 
allowed the member concerned is appraised of it. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWAR0Y: Are we not to understand 

by your ruling that the first intimation to the jtyblic of questions and 
non-official Bills that have been allowed should be by laying it on the 
table in the House; and that Until this is done, members should not send 
them lor publication on their own motion. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, 1 agiee that it is so. t 


THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
• FOR 1937-38. * ' 

DEMAND tOR GRANT. 

28 — Jails and Convicts Settlements. 

e 

The Hon’ble KhUraja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Es. 42,99,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convicts 
Settlements.” 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR ^1 beg .to move that the demand of 
Rs. 42,$), 000 be reduced<by Rs. 100. . 

Sir, my intention in moving this f motion is to draw the attention of 
the Hon’ble Minister to the necessity for reforms in the Jails Administra- 
tion. The Prison House was built i t a time when the outlook of mind 
in regard to convict prisoners was quite different. The prison houses, 
especially the cells, are not well lighted and well ventilated. There 
are two methods followed in the jails administration. Ike first is to 
make the prison rules too rigid so that a prisoner after his first 
experience will not commit crimes for the second time. I submit that 
that method ha's failefl. As we find there are many prisoners who have 
been sent to jail for five times, ten t :, ues and even more. The second 
method is to make it at reformatory’ to build character by meting out a 
mbr^-^’mane treatment and bv training them in trade and industries 
which they can take up after they are released. 

Then there are two classes of prisoners, viz., A and B. Those who are 
‘habitual criminals are placed in class B, and those wjjo are not, in class 
A. At present there are als othree divisions, viz., I, II and III. Very 
few are placed in I and II and most of the prisoners are placed in III. 
Therefore I propose to deal with division III prisoners. Then although 
no such thing is mentioned in the old Jail Code as political prisoners 
and ordinary, prisoners, still the words “political prisoners” are often 
found in the amended Jail Code and Rules. This refers to those who are 
not convicted of any offences involving moral turpitude generally. They 
were convicted for the offence of furthering the cause of independence 
of their motherland. In my opinion all such political prisoners, most 
of whom were born and brought up in an environment unsuitable to 
division III prisoners, should be placed in a special division. During 
the non-co-operation movement there was a special division in which all 
political prisoners were placed. As regards convict settlements we 
have heard to-day from the Hon’ble the Chief Minister that he will hold 
a conference for the re] trial ion of prisoners from those settlement and 
for placing them in a higher division. Rupees 47,700 has been 
demanded for expenditure* for the cellular jaij at Port Blair. I submit, 
Sir, this money can be well spent in our own province and that if not 
on any other ground at least on the ground that some of our people 
will be benefited thereby. Not only the repatriation of the Andamans 
prisoners is necessary, but I also suggest that detenus and persons con- 
fined outside this province for whom Rs. 6,13,000 is demanded should 
be repatriated to their respective provinces. If this money, viz , 
Rs. 6,13,000, is spent in our province, certainly it will be distributed 
amongst the people of our own province. People* confined outside their 
oftvn provinces are not accustomed to the climate of other provinces, and 
they do not get proper diet there; as for instance at Deoli the prisoners 
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of Bengal do not get fist ag frequently as they get in Bengal. Per- 
haps, I shall not be out of*order if I were to mention here that the ques- 
tion of release should also be considered, inasmuch as they will have 
to be released one day. Those who nave been convicted for 5 or 7 years, 
they will have to be released* afteri the expiry of their terms. I also 
know that prisoners who hata beed convicted of ’such offences as 
murder, rape, dacoity, etc., were released before their time expired, viz., 
during the civil disobedience movement, of course only to make rootoa 
for political prisoners. If these prisoners could be released safely 
before their term expired,. I do not find any reason why under the , 
changed circumstances in the country, this should not be considered. 1 
think, Sir, if there be a good gesture from the eide'of Government, that 
gesture will be reciprocated by arf* equally good gesture from the other 
side. Thefl, Sir, ave talk of primary education. In my opinion, Sir^ 
primary education is possible without any additional or extra WpMTtTi- 
ture in jails. If literate prisoners are entrusted wi^h the task of import- 
ing education*to illiterate prisoners, I hope the latter kind of prisoners 
will acquire some elementary knowledge. 'That will also have some* 
reformative influence, I think,— especially if political prisoners are 
entrusted wi^h this task, I hope \hoy will most gladly accept that task. 
Every year about 20,000 prisoners are released, and if those prisoners 
are trained in jail, then certainly some of them will turn out to lie good 
citizens and useful citizens also. 


There is provision in the Jail Cotjp that a library should be main- 
tained in each jail, but in some jails there are no libraries, and in some 
if there are libraries they are without books. Newspaj>er8 should be 
supplied, Sir, to these prisoners. Of course, if they want to censor their 
news, Government can have newspapers of their own to supply to the 
j-ail population; they can be published from the Alipore •Central Jail 
and then circulated to these prisoners. Government can easily do this. 

I do not understand why after being so heavier ^punished and aftSr" 
having experienced bar-betters, handcuffs in jail, why do these j)eople 
commit crimes and again go to jail? This meann that the jail is not a 
reformatory. Prisoners should be divided into groups according io 
their choice and taste, and.training should be ‘given to them in indus- 
tries to which they can take after release. If the prisoners# are given 
some sort of wages which may btf deposited with the jail warjlertf, they 
will work more sincerely and honestly and on conting *>ut of the jail 
they can begin their new life with the wages they have earned there. 
What do they do in the jails from G-30 to 9-30 ip the evening? They 
have nothing to do. They only play cards, but of those alfco not a suffi- 
cient number are supplied. And, therefore, they have got to make 
plans of big dacoities, inte^-district dacoities, etc., etc. I suggest that 
if during this period moral training is given to them by means of magic 
lanterns and cinjmas — if lectures are also given to them on sanitation — 
29 * ‘ 
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certainly some of them will turn ovt to be '^ood citizens, and equally 
certainly some of them at least will jot have the time to make plans for 
inter-district dacoitieq and all the/Se things. They do not work 
earnestly at all, for they have n&tiing interesting to do. I want to 
mention here that they produce ve^etablei such as cauliflowers. These 
cauliflowers go to the jailors and the baboos and not to them. They 
get only the leaves of the cauliflowers, and that is why they do not work 
earnestly and sincerely. They do not get good and full ration. Of 
'course, the political prisoners know how to exdct good rations. Now 
let me tell you, Sir, some of mv own experience -in this connection. 
While I was in the Duir Dum Jail in 1930 and in 1932, I was placed in 
charge of rations. On my complaining to the contractor he used to say 
^that he had not got the “contractory” all for nothing. Tenders are 
accepted from those contractors, who can well pay for “these things” 
and I can point out to the Hon’ble Minister these bills can be checked. 
I can tell the Hon’ble Home Minister that those things can be checked. 
a It is not a question of lebs payment to jail officials, etc. I think the 
jailors get something like Its. 300, while the Superintendents in some 
cases get as much as Rs. 1,700 to Rs. 1,800. Such big sums are paid 
to these jail officers. Most of the division III prisoners are illiterate, 
and if they complain about 4iet, they are dealt with under the Jail 
Code; they are punished, and penal diet and handcuffs are given to them 
instead of better diet, for merely protesting about diet. While I was 
in the Rajshahi Central Jail in 1930 I was not placed in any division, 
because the police protested against my being classified as division II, 
with which the District Magistrate agreed. And I was for about a week 
treated as division III. I complained to Mr. Luke, the Superintendent 
of the Jail, as regards my die-t. I told him if he would kindly supply 
me with potatoes and a few drops of mustard oil. He enquired as to 
yv,J»ow many kinds of vegetables were supplied to us, and he got the reply 
that six kinds of ve^ enables were supplied to us. At this the Superin- 
tendent himself was astonished and said that he did no,t get six kinds 
of vegetables at his own house, and I doubt, Sir, whether even the 
Hon’ble the Home Minister gets six kinds of vegetables at his table. 
But the question is, Sir, what kinds of vegetables are they that are 
supplied. They are beet kumra, inula, mula sale, leaves of cauliflower, 
dantas, and a few potatoes, perhaps^ half a seer in a month. That is the 
six kinds of vegetables, Sir, that were supplied to us. These six kinds 
of vegetables were cooked with 5 /16th clritak of mustard oil per head, 
and, Sir, frqm this small quantity of oil a small portion had to be kept 
for cooking fish, which is supplied to the prisoners in microscopic 
quantity every alternate day. Tobacco is not given to the poisoners. 

. I would request the Hon’ble the Home Ministe? to read the Folk Tales 
of Bengal, and then he will realise how dear tobacco is to the common 
people of Bengal. And if tobacco is supplied to them as a matter bf 
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course, smuggling will be stopped; in fact, the prisoners do get even 
now tobacco, ganja , bin* cigarettis, and even wine, — they get every 
one of these things in jail. The Prisoners who have got pockets in 
their mouth keep money concealeal in their months, and they can get 
anything by paying the wardfrs anl other petty officers of the jail. If 
you want to stop this smuggling, you will have to supply them at least 
with tobacco which is so very dear to the poor and humble people of 
this province. # 

As regards latrine - arrangements, the less said about them the 
better. When I tjiink pi jail latrines, I am inclined not to call this 
Government a civilized Government. There i^ nonsense t)f decency nor 
of privacy in the latrine arrangen^nts there. Twenty or thirty latrines • 
are there ii a row# TJiere is no partition wall, n<5 purdah, nor doors on 
the froni either. Therefore, I say that the less said the 
these arrangements. * ' • 

As regards clothing tliat is supplied to the prisoners it is very insuffi- 
cient. Prisoners are not supplied with mosquito nets. I do not think* 
any jail is free from mosquitoes, # hut every constfljde is supplied with a 
fine and a beautiful mosquito curtain. Even if their relations give them 
moskuito nets they are not allowed to use them. These prisoners do not 
get evtui a hand fan during the summer, during the hot season. 

As regards medical treiftment, there is no proper arrangement, no 
nursing arrangement. When a prisoner becomes sick or falls ill, he 
is to sent to the hospital and milk, sugar and sago are prescribed for 
him. The prisoners dg get “milk”, bul not pure milk. There are 
jail cows which are meant tor the prisoners, but actually they do not 
get pure milk, for it goes to .the sahibf and hurra baboon, and what 
they get is pure ILO, pure water. • 

Sir, jails can be made self-supporting. There are big central p adfl - 
which accommodate some, 1,500 to 1,800 prisAnefs each, and if these 
prisoners are- -employed in some industry and profitable trades, then 
I think the jaifs can he controlled and administered at a considerable 
less cost. Even cotton mills can be established fn jails. There aEe 
so many hands in the jail? and when they come out of the jails they 
earn only 3, 4, or 5 annas by their labour, which cafi he increased if 
in the jails they are allowed to lea^n some business. I have got very 
little time at my disposal and cannot go more fuflyrirfto this matter 
however much I may wish to do. The prisoners when they are released 
are paid only 6 annas to return to their homes,* and they do not find 
even that dish of * ‘fine’ * diet that they used to get while they were 
in jail, and so when* they come out of jail they think of committing 
crimes. I think some* sort of assistance should he given to them oq 
their release, and Presidents of Union Boards should try to find some 
employment for # them so that they may, not starve. But instead of 
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that, police vigilance, P. R. J.(?) and rsuch other things hang on 
them. If they are late even by 5 of 10 minutes— I tell you this from 
my own experience when I was detained in a village under internment 
— they are harassed. My experience is based on the treatment .given 
to them at the thana. 3 ‘ 

I think, Sir, that if you continue the present system, if you do not 
change the old Jail Code, then there is no hope of reformation. And 
with this end in view I tabled a resolution that there should be a 
committee of 15 members of this House to inquire into the grievances 
of the prisoners and inmates of jails and how to make the jails act as 
a reformatory. % “ 1 

As regards the arrangement for females in the jails, all I can say 
is that they are very bad. Of course, you will find good provisions in 
lo Jjail Code, but they are not at all followed. Therefoie, I request 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister to sec to this. I know of one case of 
a woman prisoner, which 1 may cite here, vjz., of Srimati Bina lias, 
who made an attempt on tjie life of our Governor, Sir Stanley Jackson. 
How r was she inspired to do this act of crime? She had been to the 
jail to see her sister and she saw her «ister all “ricksha kesh and suska 
beslc,” as is written in qne of D. L. Roy’s poems. The women prisoners 
are not supplied w r ith cocoanut oil at all, although there is a provision 
in the Jail Code that they should get only a few drops of this oil in a 
week. This is why she was inspired to commit this crime. When 
she saw her sister in such a pitiable condition, she sat down. 

As regards letters, they can send only one letter every three months. 
As regards interviews with their relatives, the interview takes place 
with the prisoner standing on the other side of the wire-netted door. 
There is no privacy of any sort whatever. Of course, interviews may 
take place within the sight of an officer, but not necessarily within his 
^.Jumring. 

These arrnngemehftf should be changed. I think officers of the 
jail should be instructed that as soon as they receive, prisoners they 
must inform the relatives of those prisoners that- they have been 
admitted in their respective jails. In Malda a Sonthal was convicted 
in connection with the Adinath shooting case and was transferred to 
a distant jail. His relatives were not informed as to his whereabouts. 
The Jail 'Code was framed in the ypar 1871 but although many reforms 
have been introduced by correction slips the Code requires a thorough 
overhauling. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, a few 
years ago on the floor of this House I had occasion to characterise 
^the system of jail administration in Bengal as barbarous, brutal and 
inhuman. I did not stop there: I characterised it as immoral. I 
still maintain that opinion. I have no reason to change it even to-day. 
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I assure you, Sir, that io-d^y I not speak a word about political 

prisoners or detenus. I 1 II will sp«k of prisoners in general without 
making any distinction between |aste, colour and creed, and I will 
even make no distinction of sex. II will make*%ome concrete sugges- 
tions to the Home Minister with! Regard to the jail administration 
in Bengal. * 1 

I will begin from food. I had a very fortunate occasion to place 
before His E^ellency Sir Stanley Jackson certain facts when I was a 
prisoner in the Rajshriii Central Jail. His Excellency very kindly and * 
patiently gave me # a hearing in that jail. 1 hail occasion then to tell * 
His Excellency that the food that \fas being^ sullied to me was 'not 
-worth human consumption. I w^it to the length of saying that even < 
a hungry dog woi^ld refuse to ’take the food tha,t»was being supplied to 
me. Iffr Ihcelleney assured me that he would consider 
With regard to the food fhat is#generally supplied in the jails I jnay 
say that it is. not really # fit for human consumption. The money that 
is spent by Government may be Enough but the administrators of the 
jails, I mean the Superintendents, Jailors# and particularly Hindusthaui* 
warders, take away the lion’s share of the fnoiufy that is provided by 
the GovermrfeiyL Before I proceed with the food problem further I 
would request the Hon’ble Home Minister ?o do away with the 
Hindustani jemadars and warders. They are a veritable nuisance. I 
request the Home Minister, to recruit Bengalee, Moslems #nd Hindus, 
Matriculation passed, as police constables of Calcutta and Bengal, and 
as jail warders. As long as the Hindustani jemadars are running the 
administration of Bengal jails there is no hope of improvement in food 
supplied to prisoners. * 

# 

While I was a prisoner in-lnv own district of Khulna, believe me 
w T hen I say that a pure and simple plantain tree with skin and without 
being peeled was brought from the field and boiled. It was then gi v frP- 
to us as curry -with the coolie rice. It is a fatt'rfhd I say it from my 
personal experience. * $ 

I have forgotten to mention that I was a prisoner in several jails*- 
central, district and sub-j£ils — and was placed in Division 1, Division 

II or Division III. Therefore my statement will be* an aidhoritative 

statement, if only the Home Minister will believe it. I wijl cfiticise 
the jail administration purely from the point of -tfie^ of reforms and 
nothing else. 1 want better food and not only better food but also 
better clothing. With regard to clothing (I stop talking about food 
for the present) the gentlemen to my left might have s*een the dress 
supplied to the prisoners which shows the taste of the department and 
of the Government of # Bengal. It consists of one jungiya which can 
hardly cover the shame of the prisoners and a fatua without any button 
at all. > 
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With regard to bedding all that Us supplied to prisoners are a coir 
mat the abode of bugs and ^ fwd 'hfeujkets; I lid not know who are -the 
manufacturers of those blankets' proijably they are specially "ordered by 
the Government for tae use of th* prisoners. These are the things 
supplied as food, clothing and bedding. ’ 

I .want the Home Minister to make arrangements for dey^lopment 
of the ^mentality of the prisoners and of their sense of morality. I 
repeat, Sir, that if the Home Minister does not see his way to do away 
with the Hindusthani warders the morality of .the prisoner far from 
improving will go fronl bad to worse day by day. I will request him 
do go to the jails himself and see dhe Rendifatak and Chografatak 

(Here the member 1 having reached the time-limit, Resumed his seat.) 

The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 


, ( After adjournment.) 

•i 

Mr, NACENDRA NATH SEN: The question is ol the heart and 
not particularly of the head, viz., whether the jails should be corrective 
or reformative or whether they should be punitive; if it is considered 
that jail life should be always punitive and persons ftho have been 
convicted of crimes should be regarded as outcastes, then and in that 
case only can the system of administration of the Bengal jails now 
prevalent can be justified. It cannot be justified on any other ground. 

My friend Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy has given some instances of 
hardship of jail life. I would uubrnit through you, Sir, that the whole 
mischief is created by the mentality of the administration, namely, 
— ih n t given an opportunity the prisoners would escape. This bogey of 
escapade always haithts them and the authorities cannot sleep calmly 
and quietly without adopting the very severest method of keeping 
these prisoners as if they were in a cage. If this policy of distrust is 
thVown away then t»he life of the prisoners in jail may be better, their 
conditions may he ameliorated, but unfortunately that is not the case. 
My friend*'Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy has spoken of diet and clothing. 
I say positively, and it is my considered opinion, that it is the inten- 
tion of the administrators of the jail that prisoners should be prevented 
from sleeping at night, and I would give a concrete example of what 
I say. My cut motion No. 531 is to draw attention to the mischievous 
custom of disturbing prisoners in their sleep by deputing a pair of 
convict warders in each cell who, without remission would loudly 
recite the numerals up to the number of prisoners contained in the 
cell together with the number of lanterns, etc., that may be in the 
cell. The members to my right &ave not been to thp jail. To their 
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edification I would tell them that i ther^ is the custom m me jail, as 
regards Division III prisoners are ion^By&d, that in front, of each cell 
there ia^ posted a warder and wit»n the convict cell there are posted 
two warders. Suppose the cell ccLtairis 32 prisoners and the equip- 
ment of the cell is two hurricane lanterns which hang by string and 
two pitchers of Water. It if the luty of the convict warders inside 
the jail who are required to be there from 9 p.m. up till 4 a.m. to 
loudly count, ek , do, tin — if the number of prisoners is 32 — up to 32 
and this goes* on without any remission and if there is a remission 
for a minute or tw# the jail warder calls the convict warders by name 
and the slang which is uttered by them is out of all decency. My 
friend Syed JalalilAdin flashemy waf speaking; of, removing these up- 
country warders. When I was in the Sun Jail, my friends Dr. Prafulla 
Chandra Gfrose and Captain Surest Chandra Ba/iirji, who was himself 
thu ■ tHipf! in indent of* a very big jail in Sind, were also there jjiyi 
one fine morning we went told Jhat we woujd be transfen ecT to the 
Rendi Phatak* We could not understand at ^rsi but afterwards we 
learni that it was the female wa»d and we were to be transferred as 
there were no female convicts there. Now* Sir, imagine the horrible 
nature of the nomenclature: female ward is trtjnslated by them as 
Rendi Phata+: m nothing could be more immoral than that I should say 
and if there was any attention paid to the "feelings of the Bengali 
prisoners — -and most of the prisoner were Bengalees — this slang 
expression could never hav£ been used by these up-country warders. 
Now imagine, Sir, if the figures one, two, three are dinned into the 
ears of the prisoners who are supposed to sleep during the night, can 
there possibly any sleep, and these prisoners are also huddled together 
like sardines in a tin. * The Jail Code is sacrosanct: nothing can go 
beyond the Jail Code save and except overcrowding of jails. If a ^ell 
is to contain 32 prisoners, when there 4s pressure that cell contains 
more than G4 prisoners — and 1 have seen it with my own # eyes, hut if 
the question is during hot summer to supply them w r ith a hand-t; 
the reply will be that is not provided in the Jaff Gftde. Nothing could 
be more inhuman, more unsympathetic than that, 

(The member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 


Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM : Sir, our friend Mr. Jalahuldin Hashemy 
spoke many things about jail life. / As I have no personal expedience 
of jail life I am not going to coijiradict him, but Sir. I ^ould like 
to draw* his attention to one thing I noticed. Generally, I am not 
speaking of political convicts — I find the ordinary convicts in jail 
improve their health and gain in weight. Sir* I have .an ill-health 
and I made many attempts to improve my health, took medicines, 
regulated my diet an<J made various other attempts but all failed. 
I was sometimes tempted to go to jail on account of my health and 
I am prepared to commit some technical political offence and should 
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be grateful to Sir Narimuddin if 
gain some weight and ,my illness 


sen^s me to jail so that I may 
bay go hway. A 


Rai Bahadur J0G£8H CHANpRA 8EN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
take the liberty of speaking a f 4m word’ regarding the ordinary jail 
prisoners* When* a man commits Ian offence, the result is that he is 
tried and loses his liberty and sent to prison. Then, Sir, as soon as 
he is put in jail the State assumes certain responsibilities and one 
of the responsibilities is to see that the criminal propensity in that 
man is checked and not merely to impose a specific penalty for a 
specific offence and also to see that he does jiot tarn out a habitual 
offender, and 'in tin's resect a projjer balance must be kept in the 
prison administration between the reformative and punitive elements. 

' ■ t * * 

^ Sir , there are two classes of prisoners — one short termer and ihe 

other long termer. The. short term prisoners when they come out of 
jail they do not findninuch difficulty in mixing with their own people, 
because they can explain away theic short absence. But this is not 

*, true in case of the long termer, because as soon as he comes out he 
is shunned by everyiiody, everybody disowns him. As a result he 
goes from post to pillar and from pillar to post and h$ again commits 
the same kind of offence and is again sent to prison, and in this w r ay 
when once or twice he goes tfi prison his name appears in the police 
register and he is kept under vigilance of the local police or the village 
chowkidar and his life becomes unbearable and the result is that 
ultimately he turns out to be a dangerous criminal and he is the man 
w^ho becomes a member of that underground criminal gang. Sir, 
there must be some solution, so that these criminal may not become 
habitual offenders, and 1 therefore suggest that when those long 
termers are inside the prison they may "be given some sort of training, 
so that when they come out of the jail they might lead an honest life 
aftpd can earn their livelihood and may not have to take recourse to 
crime. By this G dter ament can also make some saving by having 
increased jail manufacturers of different articles and thus to a certain 
extent the jails can be self-supporting. While the convicts are inside 
the jail they may be given training in handloom and taught to make 
their cloths so that when they come out they can take to handloom 
industry £8 their living and at the same time make cloths for them- 
selves* and their family. 

In this connection, I cannot but mention one point. Most of the 
convicts in jail are Bengalees and some are U. P. prisoners. These 
people when.the^ are outside the jail are accustomed to use mustard 
oil, and I think for the sake of health of these prisoners the Hon’ble 
Minister will kindly make some arrangements ^to supply oil to these 
poor convicts. 

(The member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 
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Mttllvi AULAD HQ88flN WHAN: Sir, jail is always jail, 
nobody can expect hom£ comforf in jail : mosquito curtains, tobacco 
and all these things cannot be exiected in jails, but still I admit there 
is room for improvement in jail ldmmistratioy and room for reform. 

The real object of putting J pers<ii*in jail is not simply to give* him „ 
punishment but also to reform hit! character. To 'this end 1 suggest * 
that some arrangements should be made to deliver lectures to prisoners 
at least once^a week on some moral and religious points in presence of 
Superintendent or the Deputy Superintendent of the jail. As a non- 
official visitor of 'jaif I experienced some difficulties and heard some j 
complaints from prisoners that facilities are not offered for prayer and 
fasting during Ramjan. These are the things tfhich I would like to 
bring to the notice of the Hon’ble«Minister. # 

• 

TfnenevPr a visitor goes to visit a jail no prisoner dares*^c ^v^ntd 0 **** 
any complaint against any wafder, because whenever any primmer 
attempts to make, or mnjkes, a complaint to the \4sitor he is very much 
tortured by the warders afterw^aftls ; and fqr fear of being tortured no 
prisoner actually ^ r ants to makg any complaint. So in this connectioif 
I would like to suggest the Hon’ble Minister in charge that some sort 
of complain! trt>x or something like that should be kept in such a way 
that prisoners may put in a* complaint and some piece of paper with 
pencil on which a prisoner may make*a complaint, the warder or any 
officer of the jail being unaware of it. Of course I am not going to 
make a detailed suggestion as to ho^y this can be done. 


As regards diet, I had occasion to pay surprise visits and once I 
found that the Deputy Superintendent prescribed one kind of diet in 
the diet sheet, but on enquiry J found that that particular diet was not 
really given. So there are ifiany thiifgs such as mustard oil, etc. 
But the real article or the article of proper value is not supplied in 
collusion with the jail contractors. (Mr. Syei^ Jalaldddin H ishewt 
I hose things are stolen by the warders.) 

• • « 

Sir, as regards juvenile offenders, I may say that sometimes they 
become veteran criminals, as a reslilt of they 1 association with veteran 
criminals and when they come outjof jail they become veteran u recks. 
I therefore suggest that these jyvfnile offenders should not*l)e allowed 
to mix with the veteran criminals. I m • 

" • • 

One more point and I have done. Although I have no experience 
of other jails, but in the jails I have visited I found that the Hindu 
cookshed is close to the Muhammadan cookshed and the # Hindu prison- 
ers sometimes complain. Of course it may be a matter of sentiment, 
but I think that that sentiment should be respected. Therefore I 
suggest that the Hindu cookshed should be at some distance from tKe 
Muhammadan cookshed. 
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Mr. 0. W. MILES: Sir, the outstanding, characteristic of this 
debate, as it appears to me, is thatuhe opposition consists of people 
who have been to jail whereas the otaei side of the Btouse consists of 
law-building citizens (fygar, hear), £'he only aspect I can deal with 
is the point of view of one who haA pen a ( /jail outside the wall. 


Sir, I have read the latest report of Jail administration and there 
are three things to which I should like to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister. 


f, • 

The first, Sir,— -recreation for prisoners — shoifld be extended 
* because it is only by healthy mental, an( l physical diversions that 
prisoners will realise Aie error of their Ways, conducj them^lves in a 
' '•^Doijrmcuer and become reformed. * 

’The second point, Sir, is the provision 6f Borstal "Schools. In 
.Bengal unfortunately we have a great preponderance of prisoners 
, under the age of 21 ami the existing facilities for 'iheir treatment in 
special institutions is very limited indeed. The arrangements are 
most inadequate and thd provision of more institutions of the Borstal 
type is a pressing need. It is. to be regretted that public • opinCon is 
not fully aroused in this matter. 

1 i 


i 

The third 1 point, Sir, is the chronic overcrowding in jails. This 
overcrowding causes heavy expenditure and also considerable dis- 
comfort to the prisoners. I submit that economy in the jail 
expenditure and the provision of better ‘conditions in jails are entirely 
in the hands of Congress leaders of this Province; they should exercise 
more control on their supporters and their Press. Despite the 
jiNn eat at ions of obtqijivyr their ends by lawful means the left wing 
of t lie Congress is now showing signs of getting out of hand. In 
these circumstances, ft it possible for any Government to liberate 
metre detenus? (A, voice: Are you speaking on Jails?) I am 
speaking about detenus. * In fact, It might Jranspire that in order to 
preserve la^v and^order more drastic' measures would have to be taken. 
To illuotrate my point about detenu!, I may tell you of a conversation 
I had with a lqud-voiced — shall I s\y — Congress Member. He asked 
me “If we gave you a guarantee that for 10 years there would be no 
terrorism in this Province, would you agree to release all detenus?” 
Of course I could give no answer to this as it presupposes that the Con- 
gress Controls terrorism and that if they control it*now they did in the 
past v ( Cries of “No, no” and 1 “Yes, yes”). I he#r a lot of “Yes” and 
“No” and it would be interesting to know from Congress Leaders to 
what extent they do control the extremist element. (Hear, hear.) 
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One or two remarks* haye bee A made by previous speakers. Bhbu 
Atml Chandra Kupiar suggested i jpatriation o{ the prisoners from the 
Andamans? It must' be remember* 1 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUyA NAZUMDAR: Sir, on a point of 
order. You gave us a ruling theiother day that no name should be 
pronounced in a distorted fashion. The speaker is pronouncing Atul 
as “Awtul.” 


Mr. C. W. MILES: .Sir, I submit that the point of order is as 
futile as the usual utterances of the member who raised it. I was 
pointing out that repatriation from the Andamaifs, desirable as it is, 
will cost this Province a considerable amount j>f money in erecting * 

new jails <Und miking other arrangements. He also mentioned the 

matter oftbe release wliigh, as I ’have already pointed out, i*r in the 
hands of the Congress. , 1 ‘ • 

Mi. Hashemy is alwAys in'hij? element in* upholding criminals. I 
have known Mr. Hashemy for some time rfnd I have heard him talk # 

many, many times *and he is likfc the monsoon as* lot of wind. 

• • 

Babu KBHETRA NATH.8INCHA: Sir, • 1 should like to (haw 
the attention of the Government to % one or two points. I do not 
claim to have some personal experience of jails like my friends who 
have suffered and suffering much for the cause of the * country. I 
have also no intention like my friend Mr. Abul Hasem to go to jail 
{in order to improve my health; 1 have no mind at all to go to jail to 
recoup m> health at this stage of my life. One thing, Sir, I should 
like to speak about and it is this. If a man through weakness or 
poverty commits a theft and becomes a criminal, I do not see why be 
should remain always a criminal. Should not the Government do 
something to transform this man from a thief to a good citizen? Sir^ 
I do not speak of the detenus or the interned ^persons. As I have 
said, I have qo personal experience jail likejny friends and 1 have 
nevei been imlide a jail. If a man/ through no fault of his own or 
through weakness, or poverty or starvation, oncp commits a (Time 
such as theft and goes to jail, why/does he on return from jail become 
again a thief? It has been my Jxperience that as *soon <*s such a 
man comes out of jail, he is opjfrwsed and harassed by the # polfcemen 
Vho often come and ask him whit he is doing lan^ *so on. He is 
watched over even if he commits no crime. If a man does commit 
one blunder, it does not follow that he will always commit blunders; 
he may try to reform himself and lead a straight life, * but why the 
(police will try to dtag him and put him into jail again. So my 
request to the Hon’bte Minister is that as soon as persons come*" out 
of jails, they should not be dragged into prison for the rest of their 
life. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MA2UMDAR: Sir, I rise to support 
this cut motion. In doing so, I propose to draw the attention of the 
House particularly to the policy of detention of prisoners under Regula- 
tion 3 of 1818, or simitar other provisions for imprisoning o/detaining 
people without trial and to the digprimiri(\ting policy against political 
prisoners in the matter of classification inside jails. It has been 
complained that in prisons the policy adopted is not the policy 
of reforming prisoners but the policy of merely keeping them in 
detention and of punishing them to the utmost limit, and after a few 
years to let them out incapacitated to earn their living and unfit to 
live a normal and healthy social life. I submit, Sir, it is futile to 
expect that this GoVernment or this administration can adopt the 
policy of reforming prisoners. The whole basis on which prisoners are 
sent to prisons and convict settlements is the basis of pr eserv ing the 
’inferesGcf one particular strata of society, and by any means and every 
means that is required to perpetuate that interest. In this country as 
in every other country under the iron heej of capitalism and imperialism, 
the State apparatus consists of its courts, legislatures, jails, convict 
settlements, the police J and the army. .All these sti night away aid and 
abet those who are oiit to subserve the interests of capitalism and 
imperialism at the cost cf the worker and at the expense of the tillers 
of the soil. When the impoverished peasant is unable to pay hi^ rent, 
he is deprived of his little plot of land. And if, in order to feed his 
starving children, he takes a portion of his grains, a part of the fruit of 
his honest toil, he is forced into the prison in order to serve out his 
sentence. No court enquires why his family starved for want of food 
crop, which he reaped by his own toil and which is expropriated by his 
landlord; no court enquires by w r hat means t lie women and children of 
the peasantry can be fed ; but the same ( ourts would decree his land and 
order the attachment of his crops, the attachment of his utensils, his 
chattels and cattle and every household requisite; when the poor tiller 
'Tfr'the soil is unablp t<& meet the extortionate demands of the money- 
lender or of the oppressive landlord there are the jails, and convict 
settlements, I submit, are a part aud parcel of the same state machinery 
tq, subverse the imperialistic interests. 

And where the jails and the ecyvict settlements do not suffice to 
serve their purpose, they declare mat f ial law, they bring out their Army, 
they bring out brute force and nak^d violence; they throw off every 
principle of democracy and law which they profess. By sheer brute 
force they continue to rule. We know, Sir, that to-day over 2,000 
young men — who are in prisons without trial — are kept in prison under 
special powers such as, Regulation III of 1818 ; they are the victims of 
this brute force, of Imperialism, w r hich did not dare to approach its own 
^ourts, and threw aside every pretence of the fule of law. By sheer 
brute force they put our young men in a living grave and there they are 
kept for years and years, till they are incapacitated, for- the rest of their 
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lives: and, to-day, Sir, the astounding thifc£ Is that, people are incar- 
cerated under Regulation* III of 1HL8 ! Sir, whe^ in 1818 this Regulation 
was promulgated, who in this Holse does not know that the East India 
Company; the organized freebootei| in this land*/ were engaged in their 
banditry of conquest— not conquest I should say — were engaged in the 
policy of plundering the Indian people? And tbit* Regulation was 
taken recourse to in order to subserve the interest of the plunderers. 

In 1857 took place, what is known as the Indian Mutiny, that great 
Indian War if Independence, which was a protest — a protest that was 
doomed to failure,* b\ft nevertheless a protest against the state of free- 
bootery in the land. We know that- mighty revolutions have swept 
• over Europe since* then; we know that a revolutionary wave passed over 
all Europe and mighty empires h^ve tumbled down. We know that the • 
atrocious adminif^ratidn of th% Czars, which hekl^in thraldom the entire 
m 0j&{ffi*orftttssia, came to pieces and crumbled down, yielding place ter 
the Great Union of Soviet l^oeialiat Republics, -where there is not a syigle 
man unemployed, where, you find a policy of# reform and progress all 
round and not a spirit of vendAta and the sort of tiling that exists 
here, in order to ^reak the peqple in body and spirit. After twenty* 
years’ existence of this mighty regime, a mighty regime of workers and 
peasants, w£ And still in the year 1937, our byys in this country, both 
Hindus and Muhammadans* alike, being put behind prison bars 
under the Regulation III of 1818. Tdo not think, Sir, that these 
atrocious rules, those oppressive laws, will disappear before Hie edifice 
of the Imperialist system has crumbled down or is smashed to 
smithereens. I believe, Sir, from the innermost core of my heart, that 
many of the persons imprisoned or interned in the villages are much- 
honoured names of leaders of the working class, such as, Abdul Halim, 
who, after he had served a sentence of over two years, has been kept 
under detention at Pachegarh 'in Jalpai^uri district. I c^n cite other 
instances, such as those of Abdur Razzak Khan, Saroj Mukherji, Kali 
Sen, Ali Nawaz, Abdul Momin, Somnath Laliiri^ Dharani Goswa^i^r-*-* 
Madar Khan, Joytirmay Nandi, SreenarayanMha, and many others. 

Of course, I Cannot name all the 2,0Qf) detenus, *hut I can say that they 
are there because the interests of Imperialism needed it. 

(At this stage the member having reache'd the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) 


Babu HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 

have read agd re-read the written budget speeph of the Hon ’hie the 
Finance Minister, which was rather a longish affair, hut I confess 
that I could not fiifd a single point suggesting any change in the 
policy of jail administration . The same anti-diluvion policy is to 
continue. Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister seems to Be 
enamoured of # constructive suggestions, but, Sir, no amount of 
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tinkering and r furbishing up would do. . tyie whole Isystesf requires to 
be changed lock, stock,, and barrel.} Sir, thd other day I read a long 
statement of the Hon' hie the Fimnce Minister in the t newspapers 
where he stated that k was with tl/ie greatest difficulty thgt he stayed 
outside the jails during the civil ftisobe^ience^ movement; His heart 
yearned for it. tiut his high sensfe of patriotism prevented him from 
courting jail, because important work remained for hifii to do outside. 
How I wish he had 1 been a bit less patriotic and ha^i crossed the 
threshhold of a Bengal jail at least for once to see things J£or himself. 
Sir, J have got first-hand knowledge of the jails, ’and I assert that 
these Bengal jails are so many ljving hells, so many plague-spots of 
humanity, where innocent, and erring men and women are subjected 
to the worst form of (-indignities ancMnsults. “Abandon ye all hopes 
who enter here” — these terrible words are inscribed* on thfe gate s of 
Dante ’s^Inferno, but in our jails, the convicts, not only abandon all 
their hopes but they^are made to sheet their humanity altogether. In 
this connexion, Sir, let "me narrate f one incident. The jailor’s ten 
3 ears old son found me smiling one day. I was in my convict’s dress. 
He was so much anivsed,,— perhaps life thought that it was very un- 
usual for a convict {o smile like a mAn— that he cried opt “Mammy, 
mammy, look here a convict is smiling.,” Yes, Sir, the boy instinc- 
tively spoke the truth for the ,smile of a convict is ever unknown in 
Bengal jails. He is not considered as a human being; but is treated 
as worse than a brute. There is sepoy rule in the jails. The sepoy 
should be addressed as Huzur hy every convict, and the convict must 
not be addressed by his name; he is called a chore or daku, and 
things like that. How callous these jail authorities are! Here is, 
Sir, one instance of callousness on the part of a jail doctor. These 
doctors dable in anatomy all , their life', but it seems that they have 
no acquaintance with that part of human anatomy which is called the 
[mart. They seem to be innocent of all fine human emotions. A 
Muhammadan contact tlied uncared-for during one night, and nobody 
ivaa by his bedside. When the /ioctor came . , n the mor.ning that fact 
Wis reported to him, and he wa&very much vexed fof' he thought he 
rt*ould have to do rome additional work on this account. He went 
straightaway to the bed-side of thAdead mail, gave him several violent 
■hakings-«-I was present by the bii-side at that time — and then cried 
)Ut “Oh^mollah, oh mollah” — the! dan commit such acts of sacrilege 
-and then toitys utter disgust said: “The rascal is dead, and I 
$h&ll have to do such a lot of work for him now.” I know of two 
iases of my own district — Golam Jilani and Shibakali Mondal. They, 
;oo, died uncared-for in the hospital due to the utter neglect of the 
Lospital doctor. * 

t 

One word, Sir, now about convict settlements. The other day 
' e were told by the Hon’ble the Home, Minister tha^ these prisoners 
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were caitytug on clandestine eplnmunications with the outside. In 
safing thjs the Government stand self-condemned. It does not lie in 
the mouth, of^the Government flp argue like that. These prisoners 
were in jail, within the four wal® and behind^the iron bars, and yet 
you say that they had claiydestinti communications, with the outside! 
How funny! It proves the utter *inefficiency of the Jail administra- 
tion. You cloak your own inefficiency by subjecting these prisoners 
to additional# punishments by sending them away to far-off Andamans 
— the desert islands— where they pine their lives away for a Warm 
touch of their motherland. In those primeval* forests they pass their- 
weary days in those cfld cttngy ceils built during the days of the 
Mutiny. You describe them now as earthly* paradise, but may I not 
tell you that one’s mother ar^l mother-land are fyr dearer than Heaven 
■itself- I appeal *to this House to think of these exiles and of 
their feelings. When ni$ht copies — the eternal roar of waves break- 
ing upon a desolate shore, trreaking upon the silence of night 


Mr. SPEAKER: Y our time # is up. 

• » 

Bftbu WARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: May I have just one 
minute more to finish my sentence ?— thrills their minds ^witli a sense 
of horror that chills and paralyses their very being. I appeal to this 
House, Sir, to think of them and brfhg them back to their motherland. 


Mr. 8PEAKER! It would he convenient if I bring the debate to 
a close, so that the next motion might be taken up. The Hon’hle 
Khwaja Sir Nazim ucklin. 


The Hon’fcle Khawaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : . Sir, on this occasion I 
am prepared to admit the superyr intelligence, experience, and 
information which my honourable friend, Mr. Jalaluddin Hashefhy 
has on the subject of jaM administration and jail discipline than I 
have, but I am sure that some of the remarks that have be§n made by 
him can be refuted by the remar Is of other gentlemen who hdd been 
in a sim lar position as he was. Before I go on to de|l*with the detail- 
ed criticisms of jail administration, I would like, Sir, to admit that 
there is no doubt that there is a great deal of •room for improvement 
in the jail administration of Bengal ; I would say vast room for 
improvement, and also that there is a great deal that can be done for 
not only ameliorating the condition of the prisoners in the jails b\jt 
also as regards the imparting of moral and reb'gious instruction# in the 
jails and the improving of the character of the jail population while 
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they are there. But the fact should »not b^ lost sight of that, as far as 
the question of moral improvement 'and mofal training is conoented, 
the public at large can do far more^than can be done by Government. 
In all countries whera special attention is paid to this aspect of jail 
life, it is generally public men wlp volunteer a certain amount of 
honorary service and take upon themselves the duty of visiting the 
prisoners regularly and interviewing them in the course of their- visits 
— sometimes spending as much as twenty minutes or even half an. hour 
with each individual prisoner — visiting them regularly, talking with 
them, finding out where they had come from, what are the reasons 
which had led them to commit crimes, and having gathered all this 
information, try to point out to them the error of their ways and to 
bring them back to , normal ways c7f life. (Mr. Syed J alalui5i)in • 
Hashemy : But that must be done under the law.)' No law is n eces- 
sary for* this purpose. If the public were to volunteer for this, Gov- 
ernment would be very glad to consider their proposals and give facili- 
ties to them. As regards similar questions, «like religious instruction 
and other things, there aluo, if we can get religious men, who would 
volunteer their services, the speed of reform can he very much acce- 
lerated. 

j 

Therefore I should think the co-operation of the general public is 
most desirable for the improvement of jails in Bengal. There is one 
other aspect of this question which I particularly bring to the notice 
of the members of this House. Practically every one of the reforms 
that has been suggested entails a certain amount of additional expen- 
diture, and it must be borne in mind that to give effect to these pro- 
posals and suggestions considerable amount of money will be required. 

To begin f with, our greatest" problem at the present time, as has been 
represented by Mr. Miles and another speaker before him, is the over- 
crowding in the j^jls of Bengal. There is no doubt that at the present 
time the jail population far exceeds the available accommodation. On 
top of that we had some of the ‘ails constructed long ago and modern 
•conditions require improvement *n them. This again is a question 
purely of pound, shillirg, pence and, I should like to say, rupees, 
annas, pies. ^ c 

L^t me point out, Sir, one question that has been raised here to- 
•da> , namely the question of latrinSe. I agree with all that has been 
said in this respect, and Government will certainly look into the ques- 
tion. I would like to inform the House that at the new jail at Dum 
Dum which is under construction we have provided doors and partition 
walls which will do away with the grievances which have been men- 
tioned in this House. I think it is necessary rnd desirable, and it is 
one of the reforms which Government should undertake first in this 
jail and in other jails also when funds permit. 
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Mr. 8YED dALALUDDIJN HAjBHEMY: What about the Hindus- 

tham jemadars P 1 ' % 

+ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIlllUDDIN : I will come to that: 
don't be impatient. * ^ 

Mr. 8PEAI£ER. It seems that Mr. Hashemy is suffering too 
much from them. 

i l 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMODDIN: ,Tht*re is Another thing 
which I would like to bring to the notice of the House, that is, that 
at the present tim^ froth the Inspector-General of Prisons downwards 
j ^atl" Tlnr i.M.Sr Superintendents of jails are Indians. There &*e only 
two Europeans in the district jai?5 of Dacca and Rajshahi. * 

Then agaiif one gentleman oonvplained of tiie callous ti eat merit of 
the doctors. Sir, I speak subject to correction : most of the doctors in 
the district and sub-jails are Bengalis. 

^A voice: Sir, is this relevant?) 

It is only relevant so far as the callousness of the Hindustani 
warders and jailors are concerned because it seems that the Bengali 
doctors are also callous and indifferent. I am not prepared to admit 
this. But I would like to bring to the notice of the House the com- 
plaint . 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: 1 do nftt say they are eydlous, but 
when they fall into the system they become callous. 


The Hon’bl* Khwaja 8jr NAZIMUQDIN : Wfcile 1 am on this sub- 
ject I would refm* to another remark iriide that the prisoners when they 
are released are incapacitated and be/ome unfit for amy work. In this 
connection I would like to give you /the statistics of release in 193G: 
54,254 prisoners were released ; of fliese 26,380 gained in weight (A 
voice: Probably by taking hi/tsi)*; id, 932 remained stationary ;* and 
6,942, out of the total of 54,254 lost their weight. ’It.vtorks out at a 
percentage of less than 15 per cent. If people do not lose their weight 
then certainly they are not incapacitated for future work. 

May I read out to .you a statement made by Mr. J. L. Banerji in 
1927 in this House regarding the food supplied in jails? 

“I know that many of my friends are ready with sarcastic expres- 
sions about the toothsome character of the lapsi or porridge supplied 
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lor morning meals in jails: but speaking, deliberately and with a full 
sense of responsibility 7 should say that the Scale of dietary prescribed 
for jails is sufficient and generous.’ * 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA ti l/pTAs^ How many other contrary 
statements did he make? *■ 

% 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have also heard similar 
remarks from other persons who have been in jailk and perhaps have 
been there at the same time as Mr. Hash^my. , They are equally 
respectable afod mefnbers of the Legislature of Bengal: they had no 
complaint whatsoever about the food* 1 supply. 

My ^friend Mr. Aulad Hossan said that he gave a surprisa^viait to , r 
inspect t lie diet of the particular jaikof whith lie i^ an honorary visitor 
and he found that e ti dal that was prescribed was not given but 
another kind of dal was given. He did not 1 say that the quality was 
r bad or the quantity was smell. All that he said was that the kind of 
dal that was prescribed was not given. It is quite possible that on that 
day the contractor ran short of that particular kind of del. Certainly 
there w r as not great abuse in the quality of food that was supplied in 
that jail. 

In Bengal we spend more on diet per bead of jail population than 
any other province of India including the congress provinces. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Let us all go to jail and 
increase our weight including the Home Minister. 


— The Hon’ble |£hwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 don’t think it will help 
me : I want to reduce my weight. 

«» 'a ' f 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA^AZUMDAR: The Rou ble Home 
Minister’s purpose will be served! if he is ,put to the ghani in the jail 
and madj to work there. 

' , \ r 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as Mr. Dutta 
Mazuindar is concerned, he is one of those fortunate individuals who 
insisted on being put in class I and he got class I. He did not want 
to keep company with his congress friends and fellow brothers, but 
had division I with all the comforts that can Jpe had there. 

As for Russia, he has described what is found in that country. 
Russia is a land of gallows and graveyards. 
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One member reminds* of the facilities for saying prayers. As 
far«s the Jail Code is cdncerned I have mad^ enquiries from the 
Inspector-General of Prisons and he informs me that in all district 
jails facilities are given to those who want to say their prayers ; facili- 
ties are also giv<»n for Jumm^ prayprfc. I am not sure about the con- 
dition in the sub-jails, and 1 propose to enquire whether facilities are 
given there to those who want to adhere to their religious observance® 
irrespective of # caste or community. 

« • 

Mr. 8IBNATH pANEftJEE: Will the Honide Minister say some- 
thing about the Kambal parade? * 

-» 

> 

- The Hon’ Me tfhwafa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It may be one^of the 

things that require improtement* 

Verj great stress has. been Jaid on teaching and improving the 
prisoners’ morality and conduct and reforming them from the bad 
ways of life. There is one danger in trying to jo that. We may be 
accused of turning the political •prisoners into supporters of Oovern- 
ment. If any reforms are to # be undertaken with regard to the poli- 
tical paisonws that must be done with great care and caution. Coming 
back to the serious side there is no difference between political prisoners 
and ordinary prisoners. Aft prisoners are treated alike anfl no differ- 
entiation is made between them. • 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDD1N AHMED: But E uropean prisoners are 
classed as Europeans and are allqwed separate blocks. . 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am talking of polity 
prisoners and ordinary prisoners. Mr. SbarnsriTldifl^understands who 
they are. I an* not comparing the European prisoners with the Indian 
prisoners. That* is a different questi oi altogether. 

Another member suggested that /in the jsfils tobacco, wine and 
ganja are smuggled and to stop this smuggling the prisoners should be 
allo'wed to smoke; the logical comdlsion of allowing the prisoners to 
smoke tobacco or ganja or to drink^ wine would be .the ^otal ‘stoppage 
of smuggling. * 

The question of allowing the prisoners to smoke has recently been 
tried in England as an experiment. It has got many aspects, and it is 
extremely doubtful whether the experiment is worth trying here. Still 
I will look into this qifcstion and consider all the points in favour of # 
nr against the proposal to allow the prisoners to smoke. But I think 
it will create bitterness and jealousy and it will increase the chance® of 
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corruption. Differential treatment and all o^her things will come as 
a result of giving this concession. So the practical difficulties .are 
great. « 

Mr. Aulad Hossaix, again, if I may refer to him, suggested the 
placing of a complaint box. Here agai^ although the suggestion is 
a laudable one the practical difficulties are immense. If we accept 
the proposition that those who complain are severely dealt with, the 
mere fact that they are allowed to put in writing their f complaints in 
a box will not help them much because the warders will be able to 
know the persons who are lodging the complaints. So instead of getting 
any redress of their grievances by putting in compjaints in the com- 
plaint box there will b£ retaliation by the warders and the jailors. 
The question is interdependent agafh op the question of finance. In 
most of the district jails we have got part-timw Superintendents a^d 
for all jail reformation it is essential thattthere must be whole-time 
Jail Superintendents, Here the question* of funds comes in. It is not 
possible to control the 'subordinate ,staff unless a whole-time Super- 
intendent is made responsible for discipline and for observance of 
rules and orders. r 0 • 

Government try thpir level best to keep apart fhe juvenile 
offenders from the habitual criminals but the number of Borstal 
Schools and Reformatory Schools is extremely limited and the juve- 
nile offenders far exceed the accommodation available in those schools. 
Therefore to give effect to the suggestion for special treatment to 
juvenile offenders it is necessary to have more reformatory and 
Borstal schools. We are also making an attempt to keep the habitual 
offenders away from those who come in for the first time. But all these 
are as far as accommodation will permit, to ease the situation about 
accommodation. We generally give remission to all those whose con- 
duct has been good and who have been convicted for the first time and 
are not habitual %ffend,ers ; as much as half of the term of imprison- 
ment is remitted in certain cases. The question of recreation which 
has been suggested by Mr. MileS is again one of funds, " One difficulty 
against providing piore recreationftis that at the present time the light- 
ing arrangements in jails are ve y unsatisfactory. The light is not 
enough tp give these convicts a chlnee of either reading after 6 o’clock 
or to* play a game unless \ hey aretnear the light. This is a direction 
in which reform should be undertaken immediately I think. Then 
again I would certainly enquire and look into the complaint made by 
one of the speakers about the persistent repetition of numbers 1 to 32 
and about the equipment in the rooms which is kept up from 9 o’clock 
to 4 o’clock. I will make enquiries and see that this practice is 
stopped. , 

As regards the classification of prisoners, as the House is well 
aware, as soon as this session is over I will take up |hia question and 
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go into it thoroughly. 'Similarly, I have made a careful note of the^ 
speeches of the various honourable members >of this House and I 
intend to ask the Inspector-General of Prisons to go into it carefully, 
and I will myself as far as possible take a personal interest to see how 
far the reforms can be effected and how soon they can be effected. 
With these words, Sir, I oppose the cut motion. 

The motioja of Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar that the demand of 
Rs. 42,99,000 under the head “28 — .Tails and Convict Settlements” bt 
reduced by Rs. 100 (Reforms of jail administration) was put and lost. 


Mr. BIRENDRA RATH (AA2UMDAR: Sirj I beg to move that 
the demand oj Rs* 42,99,000 be reduced by Rs. *100. 

• . ^ 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, my object in moving the first resolution, that is r , , 
No. 514, is to protest against, the system o£ removing detenus and 
convicts outside Bengal, be it to the Andamans across the seas or to # 
Deoli across the daserts of Rajputana. In botl^ cases the position is 
almost the same. The surroundings in both casfis are equally hostile 
to a Bengali; {he climate is different, culture»is different, people are 
different, everything that is necessary § for a human being is different 
equally in the Andamans and Deoli. I need not go into the question 
as to how the Andamans wtfs closed for prisoners, because the fact was 
in details dealt with by Mr. Syama «Prosad Mookerjee on the floor of 
this House, and it is thus known to every honourable membe-r—bcra 
present. I do not choose to repeat. I can very well understand how 
and why the Andamans was revived by the last Government. I can 
understand the policy of the last Government, — I can understand the 
policy of the honourable members sitting over there — I mean the 
European group. Whateve rrnay be said with regard to everybody qjse _ 
in this House, even to-day when I heard one^hoiHiurable member of 
the European #roup I found very little change jn his mental attitude 
towards this qffestion. I remember /now on that particular day Mr. 
Syama Prosad Mookerjee was inter nipted by # one honourable member 
of the European group, fie named certain places which had penal 
settlements of their own; but whe^i he was asked if* England had a 
penal settlement, he had to admit that there was none. ({Therefore 
it is very difficult to follow these gentlemen for the simifle reason, that 
what they think to be a very grievous wrong in their own country, they 
always think that to be just and proper as soon as they cross the Suez 
Canal and come over to India. It is not necessary however, anybody 
to argue with them at length, because the interests of the Europeans 
in this country are different from and opposed to the interests of the. 
people of this country. I can quite understand them, for the simple 

reason that I kn$w, they have not come over to India for having a dip 

• • • 
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into the holy waters of the Ganges : they ^ant to have a dip into some- 
thing else. That something else everyone kifbws and sending prisoners 
and detenus beyond Bengal is only a 'measure in the attainment of 
that particular dip. But what so long I failed to understand was the 
attitude of our Hon’ble Minister^. It hats been repeated several times 
on the floor of this House by the* Hon’ble the Chief Minister that a 
change has been introduced into this country with the coming in of the 
Provincial Autonomy, and the change is a change in the angle of 
vision. So long it was the acute angle or the obtuse angle but to-day 
it is invariably a right angle. That remincU me of my younger days 
at school. I was a bad hand at ^rawing and ^whenever I was asked to 
draw a right angle and 5 had to draw it, it was always an acute angle 
or an obtuse angle bpt never a righf ' an,gle ; and I had to make up by 
putting down below “let ABC be a right angle y : iC was^only by these 
words fhat I could show that min$ was * right angle. So, simply 
stating that the view, point or the angle tkat they are drawing is nothing 
but a right angle or repeating it <^r asserting it, is not the way of 
drawing a right angle. People will go behind it and they will find for 
themselves by measurement whether ft is exactly a* right angle or not. 
I just ask the Hon’ble Ministers to say for themselves} whether it was 
exactly a right angle Alien they gave their unqualified support to the 
police in Bengal. I ask the Hon’ble Ministers just to sat whether it 
was a righ{, angle when they supported that act of the police the other 
day just before the Town Hall. But at the same time I may assure 
them that when it will be a question of right angle it will not be 
uecessaiy for the Hon’ble Ministers to say that theirs is a right angle. 

Now, Sir, the other day on the floor of the House the Hon’ble the 
Home Minister, I believe on, two occasions, he said, as a matter of 
fact, he agleed to the principle that nobody should be sent away 
beyond the borders of Bengal. With regard to the detenus the Hon’ble 
the Home Minisf^ mfcde a statement that he was going in the very 
near future to repatriate them. .If he does it, — here I must remind our 
Minister that there is always such a thing as a graceless act of justice 
'frhen it is a belated one — if he doeP it immediately, whether the Hon’ble 
Minister says so or not, everybody would, admit it is a right angle. 
With regard to- the question of repatriation it was with a very heavy 
heart thpt I -was going to move mV motion, because we were before 
the shadow of f not one death, not* two deaths but, if I may use the 
expression, of mass deaths. It is impossible for anybody to speak with 
moderation with such a shadow before him; and when we found day 
after day the Hon’ble Ministers saying that the grievances of these 
people would not be looked into so long as they did not give up hunger 
strikes, I always thought that it was an acute angle or an obtuse angle. 
The question is whether these people have got grievances : if they have 
just grievances, do remedy them and do not stand pi false prestige. 
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(The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. t Sihrayvardy : It is not prestige, it is disci- 
pline.) The Hon’ble Mrt Suhrawardy says it is not prestige, it is a 
question of discipline. I would say it is a wrdng sense of discipline 
to keep alive grievances of the people aud then pk them to submit to 
those grievances in the name of discipline. It is not discipline — it is 
arbitrary imposition of your will jvhich should be* the duty of the 
Government always to avoid. In this opinion I am supported by a 
far greater authority than myself. I have gone through the Pearson 
Committee’s Report ; that Report says that as soon as there is a question 
of hunger-strike, *it Is the bounden duty of Government to make 
enquiries into the* grievances and, if there is any just reason for 
removing those gne\ T ances, to remove the grievances and* communicate 
this decision of the Governments to those people; if even after that 
decision they would not give up their hunger-strike, there is no help. 
That is the policy which .w r as clmlked out by the Person Committee 
for the conduct of the Government on this* particular point. Tliey 
certainly wer£ not Congiess members and wt*e not speaking for the 
Congress members. I therefore say that it*is only reasonable to look 
into the grievances first and then communicate the decision of the 
Government .to them and if the\ are just grievances they should be 
asked to give up their hunger-strike on the understanding that the 
grievances will be redressed ; and that J8 why it was repeatedly asked 
on the floor of the House whether the Hon’ble Home Minister was 
going to communicate his decision to the prisoners of the* Andamans. 
To-day, however, we learn with greai: relief that they have given up 
the strike save and except seven of them and we hope and beli"”? 
these seven also under* the altered circumstances will give up their 
hunger-strike. 

• * 

To-day the Hon’ble Minister has give'n another undertaking before 
this House, and I know he has also issued a statement to the public 
which I find published in the Statesman of to-djjy, tljat soon after tttis 
he will consult the leaders of this House and in consultation with them 
come to a decision on the* question of /epatriatioil*. The Hon’ble Home 
Minister, if I do really understand lyfm aright, is disposed favourably 
towards this question of repatriation. 1 do 'think that our popular 
Ministers will be more popular only the moment thev get rid of the 
shadow which is being cast over tiiem from the bench opposite 1 *mean 
their European group. That is a shadow which continues to*influence 
their action even to-day and, if the Congress want anything, if the 
Congress ever wanted anything, it is to remove that shadow cast by 
our British rulers. I submit therefore that it is time that Govern- 
ment should think of Repatriating home all those persons who are now 
far away from Bengal-y-the detenus as w r ell as the prisoners. In this 
particular motion of mine I made it clear that I moved it not for simply* 
political prisoners but for all convicts sent out of this province. We 
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feel for them equally and the climatic surroundings are equally hostile 
to them all. After all it is no use saying that the Andamans* has 
considerably improved 1 since it was abandoned as a penal ‘settlement. 
It is very easy to say 0 that it has improved from within the comfortable 
walls of this House. When one knows .perfectly well that he is not 
going to that plabe, it is very welj of him to say that it is a very nice 
place for these prisoners to go to. I do think that our Hon’ble Minister 
will be doing an act of right kind if he will agree to repatriate soon 
everybody, i.e., every prisoner including the detenus, who is living 
beyond the borders of Bengal. My motion does 1 not deal with the 
question of justice or injustice of keeping people under detention with- 
out trial but it, relates oitly to the question of policy of sending prisoners 
beyond the borders of Bengal. 

With regard to the question of expenditure, my metion No. 525, 
I do say that I disagree with my Buropeah friend who spoke on this 
matter. He said that if the prisoners were repatriated .home it would 
considerably increase the expenditure of Government. How that will 
be, I do not understand ? " It is for the Tea Cess Committee and those 
connected with Eurpf>eafl business concerns to work out the figures; 
we Indians do not know how that is possible. On t\ie ‘'other hand I 
should say that it is a necessary corollarf to repatriation. The moment 
the Hon’ble Minister repatriates them, there will necessarily be a con- 
siderable reduction of expenditure also. « 

Sir, with this end in view I move the motion standing in my name. 


Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I support the motion moved 
by Mr. Birendra- Nath Mazumdar on* the ground of humanity alone. 
I consider tjiat the jails of Bengal are so many institutions of vengeance. 
In other countries of the world — I mean some of the advanced countries — 
the prisoners in^J]ie jails are scientifically inspected, examined, and 
sometimes medically, in order to find out why they commit crimes and 
if the cause is detected a particular treatment or atte^fion is given to 
them, so that after coming outy>f the jails they might be peaceful 
citizens of the world. But here in Bengal when a man is put within 
the four^walls of the jail, nobody itakes care of him. Legislators pass 
laws, prescribing jails for particular .offences and there are judges and 
magistrates yho convict persons, j and I think sometimes expecting 
promotions antf other rewards from the Government and there their 
duty ends; other persons such as lawyers, mukhtears and the witnesses, 
who appear. for prosecution in any case, do not think of the convicts 
when they are sent, to jails. Now, Sir, whatever may be the case, I 
think the jail is an important institution and ^he question of making 
it habitable should be the concern of all, even of the legislators and the 
Cabinet Members too. In the Congress provinces, ^Sir, I think the 
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Cabinet Ministers may pome day or other have to go to jails, and here 
in«our Cabinet also I thiak some of our Ministers narrowly escaped from 
going to*jail, and I do not know whether after coming out from the 
Cabinet they will have to go to jail again oj not. (A voice: For 
what offence?). I do not suggest* that now. Sir, the jail is an 
important institution, and it must^ be made habitable. I spoke about' 
our Cabinet Ministers, and I now come to my coalition friends. In 
this connection I think I can point out at least two of them who courted 
jail during tfie Khilafat Movement; one of them is Maulvi Tamizuddin 
Khan and the otlfer is Maulvi Ahmed Hossain. In this House I think 
amongst the Congress, and Krishak-Praja members, about 90 or 95 
per cent, of them are jail birds. (A voice: • Glorious.) Amongst the 
lady members Mrs. Hemaprov» Mazumdar courted jail on several* 
occasions 'and of* the Afoslem* lady members I K&y some of the Moslem 
ladies too courted jail dpring the nationalist movement, onfc of them 
is Daulatanessa Begum from my constituency and other Hossnara, 
Begum, wife of one of <iur sub-editors of “Atad/” Therefore I submit 
that it is in the interest of ladies also that the jails should be made 
habitable. Now About the TTlemas 


Hie Hon’ble Sir Khwaja NAZIMAJDDIN: On appoint of order, 
Sir. Is the hon’ble member in order to discuss the subject that was 
discussed in the previous resolution about the policy of jail 
administration ? 4 


Mr. 8PEAKER S I am afraid Maulvi Abu Hossain Karker should 
strictly confine himself to the motion for removing convicjs and persons 
interned out of the province and the Ulemas may now be left. 


Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Now? I was speaking about 
the conditions of prisoners in jails.i It is practically now certain f&at 
the prisoners will be repatriated to our provincial jails. If they are 
brought back, the conditions of jails should be made .tolerate for those 
prisoners, and I mean that these conditions must be such that all 
sections of our population should live there comlortabjy* 

Sir, I would draw your attention to the particular fact that we 
want to court jails and to be transported som£ time oipt of necessity. 
I may remind the Douse * 


(Hajre the membef having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat-) 
The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 
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l 

Babu MANORANJAN BANNERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 42,99,000, under the head “28 — Jails and 
Convict Settlements,” be reduced by Rs. 100. (Present Administration 
of Jails). < 

Sir, the manner in which the present administration of the jail 
department is carried on leaves little room for doubt th'at the object 
of Government is nothing but punitive. Sir, I' think the object of 
Government should be to deal with the prisoners iij. such a way that 
when they come out of the jail they can come out as better citizens, 
so that they can pass their lives as good citizens in future. The whole 
angle of vision of the 'western countries, so far ^s jails are concerned, 
has changed. There the prisoners ate accorded a treatment which no 
longor is punitive but reformative. ^Prispners there are treated, more 
like diseased people ahd every care is taken f,or their improvement so 
that when they come out of the jail fhey make better citizens. More- 
over, there every step is taken with this object in v.iew but in Bengal 
and India things nf’e otherwise. Once a criminal he js always a 
criminal here. He comes out of the jail more hardened and unfit for 
any work. This state of affairs can no longer continue. It is time 
therefore for Government to change their system of jail administration 
lock, stock a'hd barrel, and jails should be ntade as so many centres for 
industrial institutions for prisoner^ and not only centres of punishment. 

'itow" Sir, I come to the question of classification of prisoners. 
Just now the Hon’ble the Home Minister said that there is no distinc- 
tion between political prisoners and other kinds of prisoners but my 
submission is < that I do not agree with this contention of the Govern- 
ment. Political prisoners should be made into a class by themselves. 

-In till western co^trie^, people who have committed crimes with a 
political motive and against the constitution are differently treated and 
that should be done in India also A I do not like the provisions as they 
prevail in Bengal. In the Jail coda provision is made for the classifica- 
tion of prisoners according to the status and standard of living of the 
prisoners in society. But this provision is not followed in practice. I 
know qf cases where educated men and women who are entitled to be 
treated as division II and I prisoners have been treated as division III 
prisoners. Take lor instance the case of Miss Suniti Chowdhury, who 
is now serving her term in the Dacca Central Jail. She is living there 
in association .with ordinary criminals ; she is aged 22 and is educated 
both in the vernacular and English, and her father is a Government 
pensioner. Yet, in spite of all this she has not Jpeen considered to be 
accustomed to a better standard of filing than the ordinary criminal. 
I can cite any number of cases likq this. Even this classification of 
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prisoners is dependent pn the whims and caprices of the authorities. 
I know of cases where men entitled to division I or division II have 
been treated as division III prisoners. Take) for instance the oases 
of Prasanta Sen and Adhir Ratan Nag. These $ two persons were con- 
victed to a sentence of 7 years’ rigoreus imprisonment, but the Sessions 
Judge of Dacca who tried this case | as a special judge, in consideration 
of the status of the prisoners and their mode of living in society, recom- 
mended that they should be treated as division II prisoners. For some 
time they were treated as such, but afterwards they were sent to the 
Andamans and th&re*they were treated and even now are being treated 
as division III prisoners, with the result that their health has been 
completely shattered. * * • 

•i 

I will mow come to' the question of sending qvir prisoners outside our 
province. Why should our prisoners be sent far away frony the pro- 
vince? The climate of those places and the diet of those places may not 
be suitable to them as tljey are not accustomed t* that, climate and that' 
diet. Bengal Sir, has sufficieift jails for punishment. I therefore 
think that they ^should not l>e sent to other provinces or to th# 
Andamans. If these prisoners, were not dent away to the far-away 
Andamans, # faf away from their homes, if they were accessible to their 
relatives ajid friends and to ‘leaders of public opinion who could have 
approached them, they would have been in a position tcf persuade them 
to give up their hunger-strike much earlier. Therefore I appeal to the 
House in the name of humanity and all that is good in human life 
that the present cabinet and especially the Hon’ble the Home Minister 
should pass immediate, orders for their repatriation, and I also submit 
to them that the Andamans islands as a penal settlement should be 
abolished altogether or at least* so far as # Bengal is concerned. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Speaker', i 'Sir, 1 rise to "up- 
port the motion moved, by Mr. Birendra Nath Majumdar. In con- 
sidering the dht motion we have to acquaint ourselves with the 
circumstances under which political prisoners* were sent to the 
Andamans and the recomwendations of the Jail Committee which were 
submitted by them in the year 1919-20. That committee waj appointed 
to investigate into the jail admfnist ration of India and the # Andamans 
and they consisted of prominent persons with *wi^o experience of 
prisons including the Ins]>eetor-General of Prisons of the Home Office, 
London. This committee visited many jails and reformatories in the 
United States of America, in Great Britain, in Japan, in the 
Phillipines, in Hong Kong, in India and in Burma. 

• 

This ’Committee examined many expert witnesses and had inter- 
views with others who were connected with prisons and prisoners in 
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many ways. A huge expenditure was also inpurred. The report sub- 
mitted by the committee was a wonderful product, but the mountain in 
labour produced a molt bill. Little or no action was tak'en to give 
effect to these recommendations. 

r 

l 

I would like to draw the attention of this House to the facts men- 
tioned in that report, especially with reference to the future of the 
penal settlement. The relevant paragraphs are 553 to 566 of the Indian 
Jails Committee’s Report, 1919-20. I have summarised these para- 
graphs in the language of the report as far as possible for convenience 
of discussion. It was discussed in the report whether a settlement of 
freed and reformed teonvncts may be developed at Port Blair. It was 
decided that if any fresh attempt at colonisation was to be made it must 
be made in an entirely new locality. Various difficulties Were felt in 
starting cmch colonisation in a new locality, and it was thought 
inadvisable to incur the responsibilities and the expenditure that would 
he involved in the creation of a fresh penal colony. Other alternatives 
suggested were — 

(?) the continuance of the present* system at Port Blair with such 
improvement ^as experience has proved to be "necessary : 

(u) the entire abandonment, of the Andamans as a penal settle- 
ment and the retention in Indian jails of the whole of the 
criminals who are now transported to the Andamans: and 

• •(///) an intermediate course by which, while the Andamans are not 
entirely abandoned, the character ‘of the system, there, 
would radically changed.^ 


The* continuance the existing system was strongly deprecated on the 
ground that excessive size of the convict population consisting of an 
admixture of races, castes and religion would never be* likely to work 
w«ll, that enormously heavy expenditure on staff would be necessary, 
that extra expenditure would be involved in effecting transfer of con- 
victs from 4 Indian jails to the Andamans, that the men who commit the 
crimes, for^ which they are deported to 'the Andamans are often some of 
the least corrupted' members of the prison population and therefore 
there is no special reason for deporting them to the Andamans, that 
many who are sentenced to transportation are kept in the Indian jails 
and that if some of such convicts can be kept in the Indian jail there is 
no invincible reason why the rest also cannot be ke^)t there and that the 
deterrent effect of the transportation has been lost. On these and other 
grounds retention of the penal settlement on present lines was not 
recommended. 
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Reasons in favour of, entire abandonment were as follows: — 1 

* (i) Thpt as already noticed transportation jno longer produces the 
terror it was once supposed to inspire ; 

(it) that as we have already shoyn, it must* oe more expensive to 
maintain a convict there than in an Indian prison ; 

(Hi) that the removal of a prisoner far from his home and the 
almost complete severance which this involves of all ties 
wifli friends and relations is demoralising and undesirable; 


(ir) that it is difficult .to supply those reformatory influences which . 
we hav/5 recommended foj‘ all Indian prisons, such as the 
attendance of religious teachers, the provision of education 
and the $ttempt§ iif other ways to ’ fit the prisoner for 
Vygnfuhl release; 

(r) that in the absence of ar-y large free, population there would 
be, no educated public opinion to restrain the prison author* * 
ities or to see' that the# reforms so undoubtedly necessary in 
the settlement are properly carried out; and * 


» • - 

(vi) that the climatic conditions will always lie unfavourable to the 
IfeaXh of the convicts, drawn as they are, from various parts 
of India. On thdse grounds* it is argued that the settle- 
ment should be entirely abandoned and that the exploitatita^^ 
of the islands • should be made over wholly- to private 
enterprise.” 


There are reasons given also against the entire abandonment. The 
committee recommended deportal ion in a very restricted manner and 
in a very special case but recofhm ended, schemes for* the eradication of 
malaria and for the selection only of healthy and non-mala/ious sites for 
the purpose. The whole report is full of sympathy for the convicts, 
and there is touch of humaneness every whcce unbrtce the replies we 
received from the Hon’hle the Home Minister whose attitude will evei 
be condemned ^however much he may be proud to think that he is no 
inferior substitute of the steel framed Government of bureaucratic 
fame of the past. The Replies that we received from the Hon'ble 
Minister to the short notice questions regarding the <hunge>strike are 
condemned by all (hear, hear from the Coalition group). 

* 

Mr. PRAMATHA HATH BANERJEE: And the taunting cheers of 
the Minister for Labour. 


Mr. NI8HITHA JIATH KUNDU: After the Jail Committee's 
report h&d been published the future of the penal settlement at the 
Andamans was continually under consideration of the Government of 
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India from time to time and in the year 1926 ^t was definitely decided 
that only those convicts should normally be seait to the Andamans who 
volunteered to go there, t It is in disregard of the principles formulated 
in the Jail Committee's report, in disrespect of the decision of the 
Government of India and of the feelings of the Indian public the penal 
settlement is used 'to further penalise the political prisoners who are 
already penalised 

(Here the member having reached his time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

Mrs. Hemaprova Mazumdar spoke in BerigaK in support of 
Mr. Birendra Nath Mazumdar’s motion. 


The tym’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I had* hoped that 
after the statement made by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to-day and 
' the statement of policy ai\pounced by me with regard to detenus outside 
Bengal, there would be no necessity '•<» move Ihe motions which have 
‘been moved to-day. But it is obvious that the Qpposition do not 
seriously press this q.uetsi'on in view of our statements, because the 
front-benchers of the Opposition have not supported the' motions. Sir, 
no useful purpose* will be served by my repeating the policy pf Gpvern- 
lm nt again wRli regard to the' detenus and the Andamans prisoners. 
It is well known to viie House. I do not propose also to deal with the 
criticisms on the question of those detenus who are outside Bengal, 
because they will soon be brought back. Preparations are already 
being made for bringing the Deoli prisoners to Bengal, and the other 
State prisoners and Regulations III prisoners will also be brought back 
to Bengal as soon* as arrangements are made for their reception (A 
voice: Reception!) Yes, that is the word used by members on that 
side of the House. 

Then, Sir, one^of the members of the Opposition, I believe the 
members from Dacca, Mr. Birendra Nath Mazumdar, referred to the 
Pearson Committee's Report on hunger-strike. The report says that if 
th * re is a genuine gyevanee for which a hunger-strike has been resorted 
to, and if Government are convinced of t^e genuineness of such n 
grievance, ( then Government ought to remove it without waiting for 
the calling off of the strike. What the Committee meant is that it 
there is a grievance 'in regard to the condition in which a prisoner has 
been placed or in regard to a treatment to which be has been subjected^ 
then Government ought to look into the question without waiting for 
the hunger-strike being given up. Further, supposing there are 
grievances about food that certain prisoners are ‘entitled to get but 
which they are not actually getting, in that case*. if Government think 
that they are justified in their demands, Government will not wait till 
the hunger-strike is called off to look into the matter. Put if prisoners 
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want to change the conditions of their jail life by means of hunger- 
strike, the recommendations of the Pearson Committee do not apply to 
that case, # and therefore Government have to s^and out. But now this 
is a purely academic question, because Government will he discussing 
the question of repatriation with the headers of the various groups. 

Mrs. Hemprova Mazumdar hashnade a number of statements in a 
definite and categorical manner as being within her personal know- 
ledge. It dots not look well to contradict a lady and on this occasion 
I do not propose to contradict her; but there is one statement which, 
she says, she has ipade on hearsay evidence and ’that I am in a position * 
to contradict, bec&use I saw Suniti ( # haudhury personally in the Dacca 
Jail. She was asked in my pregynce whether she had any complaints * 
w T hatsoevea to mtjtc an’d the dtaly complaint site, made was that she did 
not like the companion who was given to her, and that she waited some- 
body else. As regards the wonderful medicine to which she has lefcrred 
as a panacea*for all evils ; (A voice: Does ij reduce fat also?) 1 have* 
nothing to say except that the standard of health in jails is much above 
the average standard of health .of people outside. 

i 

Then, Sir* my friend and one-time colleague, Mr. Monoranjan 
Bannerjee, in a maiden speech to-day has debit with the question of 
reforms in* the Jails administration. Qne thing that it^rather curiqns 

is his statement, once a criminal, always a criminal, because, as^s 

* » 

another member has said, 95 per cent, of the members of the Opposition 
have been in jail some time or otheA (Mr. Bakoda Pnasanna Pain: 
Once a Minister, always a Minister!) Then, Sir, Mr. Kundur has read 
a long report about the Andamans but in view of the recent events, 

I do not think that is relevant jji the present moment. Sir, great stress 
haH been laid on the treatment of political prisoners — especially bv 
gentlemen who are admirers of the administration in Russia. T am 
afraid in Russia, Germany and Italy, political^ prisoners are treated in 
quite a different manner from that in which they are treated in Bengal. 

(A voice: They are slfot down like dogs wh»lesale.) One member 
says, they are shot down like dogs. (Dr. Nalinaksiia Sanyat, : That^is 
more honourable than what is done in Bengal). Personally, Sir, I do 
not think it would he advisable to make a differentiation between people 
who shoot down for political purposes and persons who comnfit murders 
for various other reasons — (A voice: What is British Government doing 
in Peshawar?) — and I think, Sir,* murder is minder ^whatever may he 
the motive behind. 

As I have said before, Sir, there has been a great dehl of improve- 
ment in the administration of jails, and Government will try their level 
best to gyve effect to further improvements as soon as funds permit. 

The motion^of.Mr. Birendra Nath Mazumdar was put and lost. 
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The motion of Mr. Monoranjan Bannerjee was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr., Manoranjan Bannerjee that the demand of 
Rs. 42,99,000 under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (present administration of jails) was put and lost. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It think it will be convenient if I put the main 
demand now that a sum of Rs. 42,99,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements.” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 42,99,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements’ ’ was put and 
carried. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 3-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 31st 
August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Peng&l Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions'of the Government j>f India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 

31st August, 1937, at 3-45 p.m. , 

» 

Present: 

• • 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul IIaque, c.i.f,.), 
in the ('hair, the Eleven* 11 on’ Me Ministers an^l 213 members. 

•• 

. . 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 

(to which oral answers were given) 

» 

Expenditure for the summer exodu^ of 1937. 

• * 

*89. Maiiltf ABUL QUASEM: ( <i ) JVlll *he Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state the tot al amoun t 
of expenditure incurred by the Government for the Darjeeling exodu^N 
in May and dune last? • * 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be *ilso pleased to state — 

(0 the number of occasions on which the different/ Hon’ble 
Ministers hacl to come down to Calcutta during the period; 
in) the business for which ‘they ha(] to come d?>wn ; and 
(?’?/) the cost incurred b\ Government on this bead ahfoe? 

MINISTER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the HonT>le 
Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker,): (a) Aland Us. 4G,0(K). 

(b) (?) and \ii) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(Hi) Rs. 3,100. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALj Will the lfon’ble Minister T>e pleased 
to state the nature of the official business that necessitated th’h Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister to come down'to Calcutta? # 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: 1 came.down in con- 
nection with some w$rk relating to the preparation of the budget. 

Dr. NALINAK8H4 8ANYAL: What was the business that neces- 
sitated the Hon’ble the "Revenue Minister to come down to Calcutta? 

31 • 
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The Hotl’We Mr. HALINI RANJAN BARKER: I cannot say. 

r . 

Maulvi ABDUL BAF I : Is the Cabinet thinking of giving tfp the next 
exodus ? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: We have not yet 
decided. 


Cess defaulting estates in Khulna. 

•90. Babu, NAGENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the number of estates with their tauzi 
number in the Khulna district under attachment under section 99 of 
the Cess Act on the 31st March, 1937 - with the following particulars in 
?ach case — 

(i) the date of attachment; 

(?V) the arrears of ^ess due at the tlate of attachment; 

(in) the arrears of* cess due on 31st March, 1937 ; , 

(iv) the annual cess demand ; 

(v) the annual cess demand during the proceeding cess revaluation 

period ; 

(vi) the cost incurred from the date of attachment till 31st March, 

1937; 

(vii) the total amount collected during the peiiod of attachment; and 

(viii) the agency by which the collections are made? 

(b) Are the proprietors consulted in the matter of the selection of 
collection agents? 

(c) Are the proprietors furnished with any list of names of defaulters 
against whom proprietors’ demand is going to be barred by limitation? 

• (d) Are any suits instituted against such defaulters or certificate 
proceedings instituted against them for realisation of arrears? 

(e) Arc the proprietors or tenure-holders supplied with collection 
papers of the period during which estates or tenures are kept under 
attachment ? 

(/) Are objections invited, heard and decided before attachment? 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Bfjoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) A statement is placed on the Library 
table. 

(b) and (c) No. 
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(d) Not in all cases. , 

(1 <e ) They are supplied ^vith carbon copies of rent receipts issued.. 
(/) They are not invited but are heard and^ decided, if preferred. 


Bftbu NACENDA NATH SEN: With reference to # question (c), why 
are not proprietors furnished with the names of defaulters? Are they 
not entitled to that? 

The Hon’bleSir.BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

• • . * • * 

( jto which answers wjere laid on the table) 

• » 

s * * 

Percentage of Muhammadans in ministerial pests in the offices 
of District Judges and Munsifs. 

• • • 

56. Mr. fiYED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to 
sfiite — • • * 

# ^ 

(?) the percentage of Muhammadans in ministerial posts in theV 
offices of the District Judges and Munsifs in Bengal in 
(1) the upper and (2) low^r divisions; and 

(a) the total number of such appointments made in those offices 
from January, 1934, to June, 1937? 

(b) Is it not a fact that the,f>ercentag£ of Muhammadans in minis- 
terial posts in tlie various offices are far below the required Standard? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, Tyll the Hon’Jile 
Minister be pleased to state what steps are bein£ taken by Government 
for securing th# same? • • 

MINISTER in charge Of JUDICIAL .AND* LECISLATIVI 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Baha- 
dur): (a) The information is not easily available in the fofm in v^iich it is 
requested. Copies of the annual statements obtained by Government 
from District Judges for the years* 1933-34 to 1936-31 &hich contain 
substantially the information asked for are laid on the Library table. 

(b) In 12 districts the minimum percentage is exceeded in the 
figures of 1936-37, and in 8 districts the percentage employed is less 
than the minimum. 

• 

(o) By means of the annual statements Government keep themselves 
informed of the position and the attention of District Judges is drawn 
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when the number of appointments of Muhammadans appears to be 
^inadequate. It will be noted that in almost all of the deficit districts 
there jjae been an improvement since 1933-34. 

Number of Muslim Public Prosecutors and Government Pleaders. 


57. Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state the present 
number of Muslim Public Prosecutors and Government Pleaders in the 
following districts: — 

(1) 24-Pa-ganas ; 

(2) Nadia; 

(3) Hooghly; 

(4) Howrah ; 

(6) Burdwan ; 

(0) Birbhum ; 

(7) Bankura; and 

(8) Midnapore? 

{u ) vvw’e^he claims of Miudim lawyers duly considered in making 
these appointments? 

(c) If the number of Muslim lawyers are comparatively small, is 
the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of issuing instructions 
to District Officers for appointing suitable and Qualified Muslim lawyers 
in future vacancies in the districts? 


The Hor’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

<*)- 

Government Pleader. Public Prosecutor. 


24-Parganas 

Nadia 

Howrah 

Burdwan 

Midnapore 


L Hindu 
1 do. 

1 do. 

1 do. 


(The post is now ^vacant and 
the matter is under consi- 
deration of Gv>vernment.) 


2 Hindus. 

I Muslim. 
1 Hindu. 

1 Muslim. 
1 Hindu. 


Hooghly 

Birbhum 

Bankura 


Government Pleader and Public Prosecutor 
(combined post). 

1 Hindu. 

1 * do. 

1 do. 
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(b) Yes. » i / 

( c ) Th^ rules for the recruitment of the above lawyers ar,e under 

consideration. The appointments are made by Government after* con- 
sulting the Public Service Commission and I inttfnd to see that qualified 
Muslims, if available, will secure a due share of Jhese appointments 
in future vacancies. * 

A Muhampadan Member: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how Public Prosecutors and Government Pleaders are recruited 
now ? 

/ 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

New rules have been framed but* have not vet been published. 

• • ; • 

Dr. NALITNAKSHYA'SANYAL: Has any special category been 
made out by Government under fhe nomenclature of Muslim Public 
Prosecutor? • , 

Mr. SPEAKER,; I think, DT. # Sanyal, k m a frivolous question. « 

• • 

• • 

Proportion of different communities in, the posts of Inspectors and 
* • Auditors of Cooperative .Societies, Bengal > 

58. Mr. ABUL H0SA4N AHMED: Will the Hon’We Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit^ and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(?) the total number of Inspectors of Co-operative Societies in 
Bengal; 

(?/) the number of them that are — (I) Hindus’, (2) Muhammadans 
and (3) of other nationalities; * 

(in) the total number of Inspectors to be rec^uited # this year; 

(tv) the total number of Auditors to be recruited this year; 

(v) the proportion at which the above appointments will be allotted 
to (1) Hindus and (2) Muhammadans;, and • 

(vt) the latest order o£ Government fixing the proportion of each 
of the different communities in the above. services? 

MINISTER in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT AND RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENt (the Hon’ble Mr.*Mukunda Behary 
Mullick): (i) 84. 

(ii) (1) Hindus — 45; (2) Muhammadans — 35; and (!>) other com- 
munities — 4. • 

(Hi) to ( v ) The boft'ble member is referred to the answer to starred 
question No. 8 given at this session of the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
on the 2nd Augpst last. 


• • 
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(vi) The latest order of Government fix^s the proportion of Muslims 
in the posts of Inspectors and Auditors at 40 per cent. No proportion 
has yet been fixed for t&e representation of other communities. 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINGH A: Are the scheduled castes in- 
cluded in “other communities’ * or in “Hindus” ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; I think they 
are included in “other communities”. 

A Muhammadan Member: Doe*s the Government* intend to raise the 
percentage of kuhammactan appointments ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOKUNDA BEHARY MULLICk: The percentage 
of 40 was arrived at by a previous Governmeut in January, 1928. This 
will' certainly be revised by the present Government. 

Communal representation in Secretariat .services. 

59. Mr. SHAH SY^D GOLAM SARWAR HOSA'iNi: Will the 

Hon’blc Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to 
lay on the tuKie a statement shdwing the relative strength at present of 
the communal representation on the Secretariat services in all the 
departments? ( 

The Hon’bie Mr. NALINI RAN JAN SARKpR: A statement is laid 
on the Library table. 

Appointment of Muslims as Assistant and Sub-Assistant Surgeons. 

60. Maulvi A FT A ft HOSAIN JOARDAR: (a) Will the Hon’bie 

Minister in charge of, the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement Showing for the 
laist five years — 

(i) the number of Muhammadans that were appointed — (1) perma- 
nently and (2) temporarily as Assistant and Sub-Assistant 
1 Surgeons ; and 

(it) the totaf number of appointments? 

(b) What steps are taken to reach the minimum percentage of 
appointments of Muslims to these posts? , 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH AND LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie Maulvi Syed Nausher 

AH) : (a) A statement is laid on the table. 



1937 .] 


QUESTIONS. 


791 


( b ) There has been ao deficiency in the proportion ot JttuUammadans 
appointed as Assistant Surgeons since 1932 calculated in accordance 
with the percentage of 33J fixed for such appointments. 

The proportion of Muhammadans appointed as Sub-Assistant 
Surgeons since 1932 is somewhat less than the percentage fixed owing 
to fractional proportions having been left out. This matter is under my 
consideration. 

• 

Statement referred tain the reply to nnstarred question No. 00, showing 
the total number of officers appointed permanently and temporarily • 
as Assistant and Sdh- Assistant Surge mis for tjie fo-sf five years and 
the, number of Muhammadans so appointed. « 

• • ‘ Assistant 8urgeont. . * 



Permanent? 

* Temporary. 

Remarks. 

• 

Total. 

• 

Number 

of 

Muham- 

madans. 

• 

Total. 

• 

• 

Num\>er 
• of 

• Muham- 
madans? 

• 

1932 

1933 * . ’ 

1934 

1 935 

1936 

14 

Nil 

7 

Nil 

13 

(includes 2 
promoted 
Rub- Assis- 
tant 

Surgeons) 

\) 

Nil* 

2 

NJ “ 

4 

1) 

Nil . 

8 

9 

9 

% 

• 

1 

Nil 

2 

3 

3 

Two vacancies filled up by 

] rlipir r * — nmffnb • 

Assistant Surgeons '{ ' 
1936 the rank bf 

Assistant Kurgeons 

should be omitted in 
calculating the com- 
munal jiercentage, as 
communal considers* 
" tions do not arise in the 
case of promotions. 

34 

12 

* 31 J 

9 1 


Total 34 plus 31 = 65fe*«2 = 63. • 

Total number of Muhammadans 12 plus 9 — 12, proportion due = 21. 


tuk-Assistant SurfMiii. 



Permanent 

appointment. 

Number of 
Muhamma- 
dans. 

Temporary 
’ appointment. 

• 

Number orf 
Muhamma- 
dans. 

1932 

8 

• 

. 9 

• * 3 

1933 

Nil 

- Nil 

* $ 

3 

1934 

9 

* 3 

Nil* 

Nil 

1935 

jj 

2 

17 

5 

1936 

8 

2 

. Nil 

Nil 


30 

9 

• 

35 

11 


Total appoint- 



Total number 


ted 30 plus 
3o=G5. 



of Muhamma- 
dans 9 plus 
11 = 20 


^ Number due according to the 331 rule = 21 f. 
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THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
f FOR 1937-38. 

( 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


38 — Medical. 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT, (the Hon’br# Marvlvi Syed Nausher 
Ali): On theGecommeiiMation of His Excellency the Governor I beg 
to move that a sum of Rs. 46,75,000 'be granted for expenditure under 
the head “38 — Medical.” 1 ' 

Sir, in making this demand I shordd like ‘to state a few facts which 
may* be helpful for discussion of this dem&nd by the House. The total 
provision for exi>enditure under this ♦head is Its. 54,45,000 of which 
Its. 46,75,000 are voted and the balance, viz., Rs. 7 , 70,000 charged. 
Now, Sir, I should lil^ to give the House a statement as to the state of 
expenditure during the preceding three years : In 19&4-35 the total 
expenditure under this fiead v'ns Its. 48,91,000, in 1035-36 the total 
was Rs. 49,10,000 *and in 1036-37 the revised budget was 
Its. 49,90,0QO and this year we have made a total provision for the 
amount already stated. This requires a little explanation. From this 
it will appear that the increase pihposed this year, is about Rs. 4,55,000 
but this ifc not really so. The increase as shown consists of two parts — 
one part is due to 'transfer of certain items from one head to another. 
That explains the. increase to the extent of Rs. 2,13,000 and the real 
balance is I^s. 2,42,000, the details whereof will be found on page 91 
ot Finance Secretary’s note and I do not think I shall be justified in 
takriig the time of t lie |louse in dilating on this point any further. 

Now, Sir, I may be expected, while making this statement, to state 
something with regard* to the policy that has been followed in framing 
this budget. I may say at once that the budget, as framed, does not 
represent any policy that’ has been framed by the present Government. 
I do not ^ither claim any credit, nor strictly speaking, I think, the 
House* will hold me responsible for framing this budget. This budget 
was settled early in «MaY when I was hardly more than a month in office 
and it was not possible for me, I frankly confess, to study the problem 
even in the least. Then, Sir, aj«art from this there are other factors also. 
All that I could do was to press for some more money to be spent under 
this head. In the usual way that demand has bben partially acceded 
to. Furthermore, with regard to this budget the present Government 
has inherited certain legacy of commitments. We are honour-bound 
to make provisions for those commitments, and lastly and not the least 
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I confess I am^a slow man, I have no pretension to any claim ior experi- 
ence or knowledge and I frahkly confess that I am very poor in ideas* 
and that is ^hy I have from the very beginnmjp; of my assumption of 
office, tried to enlist the sympathy of all concerned in tlye Medical and 
Public Health Administration of the aountry. I may state in ibis con- 
nection that soon after the responsibility for this Department was placed 
on my shoulders I had the honour of discussing some important 
problems of the department in an informal Conference of the leading 
non-official mldicalmen of the province including Sir Xilrutan Sarker, 
Dr. B. C. Roy, Df. Wkil and several others. They were kind enough 
to assure me of t^eir assistance in all respects and they especially 
agreed very kindly to help me with practical suggestions and they 
went so far as to agree to help me with schemes provided of course 
they were 'furnished \jfith figtires to which 1 .readily agreed. Ever 
since t hat Conference I have met 'lending? non-official medi cabmen and 
other gentlemen of the Province* interested - in medical and public 
health administration mpre tlpui once and my •hon’ble friend over' 
there, Dr. J. M. Das Gupta, 1 hdj)e, will bear me out that 1 consulted 
him on several occasions when, he very kindly promised me his co- # 
operation, assistance and support in these matteas. Sir, I should like 
to say one thing with regard to this Department. I being in charge of 
the Medical and Public Health Departments stand for service in 
relieving and preventing sufferings of humanity and i Hope PVHn 
seek and secure the unstinted co-operation, assistance and support of th6 
different sections of the House, irrespective of their party affiliations in 
this matter of relief of human sufferings. My poverty of ideas, my 
jack of knowledge an<b experience and the expectation thal 1 would 
get valuable suggestions of practical schemes from this Assembly are 
some of the reasons that made* me speqiaih slow. * If I have waited, 

1 have waited in the expectation that I would get valuable suggestions 
from t his House in to-day’s discussion. As l have already stated I 
stand for service and standing as I do in th> posifion of an adviser 
to the healthy so that Jhey may not fall sick and as a nurse to the 
sick, I hope 1 «will get the support of all concerned, support not only 
of this House, hut also of the entire country consisting ot both officials 
and non-officials. For these reasons I regret 1 cannot announce any 
policy to be followed by me in future. I hope I wiU get the support 
of all, suggestions from all quarters so that 1 may evolve a sehqjne, by 
following which, the money that^is allotted fof this l]eparfment may 
be utilised, to the fullest advantage. I cannot, Sir, Ss true servant of 
the public, do anything which is not in consonance with the wishes 
of my masters and not really in consonance with the •wishes of the 
people whom I want to serve. Another thing that I want to tell the 
House is that I have^et my heart on a specific object. I want to see 
that the real spirit of service prevails the whole organisation of the 
Medical and the .Public Health Departments. The officers of the 
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Department must forget that they are ther/* not for the purpose of 
earning a few coins ; they must know that khey are therfc for serving 
the country, for serving the sick and for serving people so that they 
may not fall* sick. J have got complaints during the short period I 
have been in office of rude behaviour by medicalmen, doctors and 
others towards putients and guardians of patients. I want to see 
that this state of tilings ceases at once and I should like to issue a 
note of warning from the Medical and the Public Health Departments 
that all medicalmen must approach everything from the point of view of 
service and not from the point of view of anything else. They have got 
to be absolutely courteous to people who have* approached them. With 
these words, Sir, I cdmmfend my motion to the consideration of the House. 

Babu JATINDRA* NATH BA8U: Sir, of the. various 

9 

Mr. Speaker: i should like to* know, Mr. Basu, whether you are 
going to move a motion of reduction or you want to speak on the main 
motion generally? “ 

Babu J ATI N DRA' NATH BASU: 1 want to sjieak generally on the 
main demand. Of tlie various needs of this province 1 that have been 
and will be brought before this House on^ of the most important items 
c^o»*4r* '*+ 1 medical needs of the Province 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a jmint of order, Sir. We are 
now discussing demands for grants and I submit that the time for a 
general discussion of the budget is over and that we can now only con- 
centrate discussion,, on particular cut motions. *T submit therefore that 
the member is out of order. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I find that there is a certain amount of misappre- 
hension in the minds of members. When a demand is moved, even 
though an amendment hits not been moved, it is open to discussion and 
when an amendment is moved not only that particular amendment but 
the entire demand is under discussion. Therefore, Mr. J. N. Basu is 
perfectly in order. 4 

Dr. NALINAX8HA 8ANYAL: T submit that when the whole 

demand is not going to be refused, it cannot be generally discussed 

% t 

Mr. 8PEAlfeR: Dr. Sanval, how could you assume that Mr. Basu 
is raising a general discussion? He is speaking not on a particular 
cut motion apd I think the elementary principle of Parliamentary 
practice will allow a member to raise a discussion *on the whole demand 
when it lias l>een moved and within that demand^it is quite permissible 
for every member to have his say. A general discussion is quite a 
different matter altogether. 
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Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRjV GUPTA: When Dr. Sanyal rose to a 
point of order after the Remarks by Mr. Jatindra Nath Basil that he 
was going to speak generally in support of thi demand — of course as 
the Leader of the JParty he is entitled to be h$ard — I*submit to you 
that this is a matter on which a clfcar and definite ruling from the 
Chair is necessary. * 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I submit that I have not the 
slightest intention to question your ruling. Section 79(2) of the Gov- 
ernment of India # Act says — So much of the said estimates as relate 
to other expenditure shjill be submitted in the form of demands for 
grants to the Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Assembly shall 
have power to assent to or refuseHo assent to any demand or to assent 
to a demafld subject to a reduction of the amoulit mentioned therein. 
As Mr. Basu cannot com^ under any of these specific purposes I sub- 
mit he would not be perfectly in order to speak generally in support ^ 
of the demand. If 1 am# correct I submit Mr? Basu is out of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, if you redd the section carefully you* 
will see that Mr. Basu is perfectly in order fi?j the reason that the 
main demafld ^ias been moved. Supposing that not a single motion 
w T as given by any member it was open *to any member to discuss the 
main demand itself and it was open to 4he House ultimaUdf'Tb'gitftrvts 
assent or to refuse to give its assent to it. When a demayd is moved* 
it is certainly open to a member to support that demand or to oppose it. 

I do not know what Mr. Basu is goiflg to say. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: I do not t^ink I will take up 
much of the time of the House and I do not wish that the time of the 
House should he wasted in the manner in which it has been done. 
Di . Sanyal and everybody else in this House knows that Bengal has 
been characterised as one of the provinces in India which is.qiost 
backward in the matter of public health. It ^s the duty of every one 
of us here including Dry Sanyal and the Hon’ljle Minister to see that 
the province i$ dragged out of the mire of ill-health in which it 
happens to be in now. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has made it cl^ar 
that the budget which he» has presented does not embody the policy 
that he would have placed before this House had he the opportunity 
to frame his policy and to embddy it in the budget. He bjia frankly 
told us that he had no time to look into the various questions which 
concern his Department, and that he had a ready-made budget before 
him which he had to accept for the time being* What I desire to do 
is to offer a few suggestions so tnat in carrying on the Administration 
of the Department and in framing its future budget, they may be kept 
in view. Sir, the medical organization of this province should be 
such as to meet its medical needs. We have some diseases which pre- 
vail throughout the year and almost all over the province, viz., 
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malaria, cholera, kala-azar and others. ,In the matter of prevention 
of malaria no doubt we have got several medical dispensaries, we have 
certain organizations, romewhat crude, for the distribution of quinine 
and we have several medical dispensaries entirely maintained by the 
State. In certain other countries diseases like malaria have to a great 
extent been completely eradicated., Italy had the reputation of being 
a very malarious country about 35 or 40 years ago. A regular policy 
of draining swamps and of otherwise making the country immune was 
taken in hand so that malaria might not exist. # They took a certain 
amount of lime but they have been successful. Water-logging has 
been a fruitful source of malaripl fever. The Htfn’ble Minister in 
charge of Irrigation spoVe of various projects but he did not refer to 
one important project which conceriis not only the prosperity of the 
province hut also the' health of the province and that i ; s the drainage 
of waterlogged areas. A regular systematic, scheme after due enquiry 
shor.ld be framed so that the scheme may be adopted, taken in hand 
and given effect to as tally as possihje. Those who have been to Rome 
and the country around it know that some time ago Campania used to 
be the home of malaria. , But if yofi now drive along the roads of 
Campania you will find that the swamps are drained, q, large quantity 
of undergrowth lias bem removed and Die province has been made 
ahriiWiC-ii'iuuine from malaria. , In that way we should also take steps 
to treat those parts of our province which suffer from malaria. In the 
early days of the administration of this province under the Montagu- 
Chelmsford System, the Ministerrfwho was then in charge of the Public 
Health Department said that he had thought about and had partly 
matured a scheme ,b\ which he expected gradually to drive out malaria 
from the province. He had said that Murshidabad was one of the 
worst affected districts of tlii.. province and he thought of taking 
Jangipur firSt and then locality after locality until the whole province 
became free . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: But that ^scheme has been held to 
have been an absolute failure, 
r 

Babil JATINDRA NATH BA8U: No that gentleman did not 
come into office after 1923 and that scheme was never adopted by his 
successor. Sir, I would request the Kon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Medical Department who has an intimate knowledge of our medical 
needs, having been closely connected with the District Board of 
Jessore which is one of the worst affected districts . 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

r 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We have got one and a half hours’ time for dis- 
cussion of this item. I propose that Dr. J. M. Da^^upta will move 



1937.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT* 


79T 


his amendment and Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar* will then move his. 
Than the debate will be’^pAi not only to the entire demand but also 
to the two amendments. I shall put the amendments separately and 

then the entire demand. 1 

* • J 

Dr. d. M. DAS GUPTA S Sir, I beg to move tjiat the demand of 
Rs. 46,75,000 for the Medical Department be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, my object in moving this motion is only to draw attention to 
the present policy of the medical administration and to give an oppor- 
tunity to the HouSe for q proper discussion about this matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It would be betfer if you«say what you have to say 

in 10 minutes’ time. 

• • 

Mr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: Sir, 10 minutes’ time will •bo quite 
inadequate to do justice to a huge subject like^this. When I eame 
here I came somewhat disappointed because even a cursory study of 
the budget is enough to convince anybody, what the Hon’ble Minister 
has now stated, that it is a budget without .any^policy at all, the real 
policy that apparent was ode of no policy. * 

Si t> the previous speaker, the member for^orth Calcutta, has just 
now stated that malaria and other preventive diseases sliOJsW- be m?de 
to disappear from this province; but he has not indicated, any way ol 
doing that. After all, if the administration is kept permanently top 
heavy in the manner in which the i&dieal Department is kept, and if 
the lines of retrenchment indicated by the entire profession after 
numerous consultations and conferences are not regarded, and if an 
attempt is not made to come in grips with the entire problem by 
capitalising and by raising large funds '‘for proper tackling. Problems 
of such huge dimensions can never be tackled without sufficient funds. 
This is the main problem that has to be approached by the Hca’ble 
Minister in charge. It is not possible for me to tackle the entire 
problem, but I will first confine myself to the question of administra- 
tion only. 

Now, the administration of the Medical ’Department has given so 
little service to the country that I believe it was in 1924 that the medi- 
cal demands were refused altogether just to draw the attenfion, of the 
Government to the inadequacy of the measures that the Government 
were taking at that time. Shortly after that there fras really a little 
improvement in the situation which afterwards worsened. The history 
of the medical administration in this country is really >the history of 
the Indian Medical* Service. It does not lie with me to direct any 
attack on the Indian ,Medical Service. The Indian medical profession 
in this country, in Bengal particularly, cannot but be grateful to the 
services rendered by the Indian Medical Service in the past. But I 
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maintain that the cohtinuation of this Service is really of no advant- 
age to the country from any point of viefar.^On the other hand* it 
simply occupies an extremely top-heavy administration without giving 
any adequate service fo the suffering population of this country. 
Before the Wlir the Indian Medical Service used to be recruited by 
a competitive examination. But after the War this competitive 
system has been given up altogether and a new system of nomination 
has been introduced. By this and then with the coming up of the 
Round Table Conference and afterwards with the introduction of the 
new reforms it was expected that the inequities 4 oft the arrangements 
would gradually disappear and a real and proper ^attempt should be 
made to establish an. efficient Medical Service °systenl at the minimum 
possible expenditure. But I am afrapl we have been badly disappoint- 
ed so far as that matter is concerned. The first disa*ppointment came 
with the ^Devolution Rules introduced by the Secretary* of State and 
th,en the 'Lee Commission, and other 'things also came in, so that the 
•burden of the whole fhing was to stabilise the I. M. S.«men in this 
country and gradually it further wbrsened by the attempt which is 
'now being made to make racial discrimination in the Service itself by 
which non-Indians ar^ given preference over Indian candidates and if 
there is any attempt to Indianise the Service in this country, it must 
be admitted by everybody that, so far as the Indian Medical Service 
is concenTfctl,*the clock has bee'n turned to go backwards during the 
last few yeays. What is the result? The, result is that in this pro- 
vince out of 30 or 35 I. M. S. appointments only six are occupied by 
Indians, the rest are all occupie(Tby Europeans. Since the introduc- 
tion of thfs method of nomination, it is known to everybody, and it 
can be found by Government by a little exertion, that the average 
qualifications of th -2 Indian members are very much higher than the 
average qualifications of the non-Indian members of the Service. But 
still the non-Indian members are given preference to their Indian 
brethren in the Service. ( First of all, so far as the continuation of the 
Service is concerned, some time ago an attempt was made to introduce 
the honorary system of service by which non-official members of the 
profession were given an opportunity to take up the charge of the 
various hospitals. This resulted very satisfactorily. Why an opposite 
attempt is now made is something that cannot be grasped by any one 
of us. f So ‘far as the administration of, the mufassal hospitals are con- 
cerned, we^know tha^ the Civil Surgeon is in charge, but at the pre- 
sent time the expanses of the mufassal hospitals are borne chiefly by 
the local bodies, viz., the municipalities and the district boards, and 
the contribution by Government amounts only to about Rs. 500 for 
the Sadar hospital and about Rs. 300 for other hespitals, so that the 
local ^bodies have to give a certain amount of attention in tha control 
an3* supervision of these hospitals. By reserving these posts for the 
I.M.S. officers, we do not really give an extra advantage to the 
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people in any way. During the War, as everyWly knows, I.M.S. 
officers were taken away Ig sferve at the Front and at that time these 
posts* were held, and held with credit, by the senior assistant surgeonB 
and sometimes by the non-official medical practitioners. At the pre- 
sent time the number of graduates, i.$., very highly qualified medical 
men turned out by our Universities and a large number of medical 
men with special qualifications are*in fact coming out as specialists 
and there is therefore absolutely no necessity, so far as the professional 
requirements ifte concerned, to reserve these posts for any highly paid 
I.M.S. officers, because in filling up these posts by I.M.S. officers, the 
Government is paying five times more than the£ will have to pay if 
they fill these posts* by senior assistant surgeons; and they could have 
done the same thing with much l$gs expenditure, if they created some 
honorary posts and filled these* posts by non-official practitioners. So 
far as efficiency* is concerned, there *is absolutely no danger of efficiency 
suffering in any way at al!, thanks to the sufficient number of really 
qualified and* highly specialised practitioners.thftt can he found all 
over the country just now. * 

Sir, I might nrention in this connection tlyit efficiency has not 
suffered in ajiy^way. There was* a time when actually I.M.S. officers 
were extremely necessary but^at the present moment it is not so. In 
every department of the medical service, whether it is the department 
of surgery, or of medicine, or of obstetrics, the non-officTaf members 
of the profession are holding their own — not only holding* their own 
but they are gradually getting absolutely in the forefront : in fact the 
first and second lines are occupied entirely by the non-officjals. At 
present an attempt is being made to. reserve more po^ts for the I.M.S. 
men. I submit, Sir, this is wholly inequitous and it is also ruinously 
expensive. I may mention in this connection that a recommendation 
was made for retrenchment of the medical service in this # country by 
the Indian Medical Association in 1932-33. The recommendation is 
a very valuable document and it was the production of labour of 
nearly a year.. As my tune is up, I ain sorry I cannot complete my 
remarks. • 

The House was then adjourned for 13 minptes. 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Mr. Speaker, .Sir I be? to’move 
that the demand of Rs. 46,75,000 tmder the head “3&-VMedioal” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (inadequate and disproportionate grant to mufassal 
hospitals and dispensaries.) My intention in mtfving thig cut motion 
is that the grant-in-ayl to mufassal hospitals and dispensaries is quite 
inadequate and disproportionate. Sir, about 80 per cent, of the people 
or more than that live fn the mufassal, but the grants given to mufassdl 
dispensaries and hospitals including “charged’ ’ is Rs. 3,70,000, and the 
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grant to hospitals and dispensaries is Re. 4,37,500, and to Presidency 
hospitals and dispensaries the grant is Rs. 15,70,500. In the presi- 
dency town, I mean the metropolitan city, there are many jfcivate 
hospitals and dispensaries and also many doctors. Further, all sorts 
of medicine a?e available there, and the people are also in a position to 
pay for them. Ip the mufassal places the people are not well-off to 
pay the charges of medical practitioners or for medicines. I know that 
in some of the t lianas there are no dispensaries at all. In the mufassal 
at least in every union there should be a dispensary. EvVn where there 
is a dispensary there is no compounder in most cas^s. In the interior 
of the mufassal there are no hospitals : only out-door patients are attend- 
ed to, and they do not get tmy sort of 'medicine, as yesterday 
Mrs. Mazumdar pointed out, you will find only “ sarvaumdhi ”, i.e., the 
same medicine is prescribed for all diseases in the ^nufassal hospitals 
and dispensaries. There are some bottles which contain very ordinary 
medicines, and whenever any patient comeS, the doctors or the cora- 
poiutders prescribe either this mixture oY that. So, people have very 
little faith in mufassal dispensaries especially. Of course, our outlook 
has to be changed, which 'is very dismal indeed. I think that in the 
mufassal the Indian Method of Ayurvedic treatment may be introduced 
and homoeopathic dispensaries established, as they arc less co<tl t \ and 
may he useful in rural'area. I wish to point out only one thing here, 
viz., Rs. 3,*^ .500 is granted for the "Nurses Institutions and the training 
of nurses, etc., hut, Sir, it does not serve the purpose of the mufassal 
There is no arrangement for dhai training; no lady doctors are avail- 
able in the mufassal areas, or th>re is only one passed lady doctor, or 
sometimes a nurse in the mufassal district towns, and people have to go 
some 20, 30, or even 40 miles in cases of female diseases, owing to their 
inability to pay doctor’s fees. So, T would draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge, vlio, T think, himself comes from the 
mufassal. Most of the memljers also. Sir, come from the mufassal, and 
I hope they will agree with me that this grant is quite inadequate and 
disproportionate. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will please look into 
this matter and see his way to have a dispensary established in every 
union. If it is not possible to start an allopathic dispensary in each 
union hoard, at lea^i an awuvedie or homoeopathic dispensary can be 
started. Anyway some medical aid must be given to the mufassal. 
Then tlnyc should be arrangements for dhai training centres or a lady 
doctor* should he provided in each thana for labour cases. 

Again, there are no hospitals in the mufassal except in very big 
towns. There are also many towns which have no X-ray arrangements 
—at least ray district* has none. — and people have to come to Calcutta 
for this purpose. All these matters should he carefully and seriously 
considered. I have got many other things to say, but as the time at my 
disposal is short T cannot speak further. The Hon’ble Minister has 
narrated his difficulties, and we also understand them, but I hope his 
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next budget will see that the aid to mufassal dispensaries and hospitals 
is c^uite adequate, and grants to the presidency town are not so dis- 
proportionately high comfared with the mufassal, as we see in the 
present year’s budget figures. > 

With these few words, Sir, I would once again draw €ie attention of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the \ledical Department to the inade- 
quate provision made for the mufassal under this head. 


Maulvi ABJ3UL WAHAB KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in rising to 
support the motion 1 would mention only a few of the long list of 
grievances which a^e genqine about the medical department. 

First, I would pubrnB* about the extreme inadequacy of medical aid 
in rural Bengal. I would take my own district — the district of Bakar- 
ganj first. There are only about 32 dispensaries barring a very few 
Union Board dispensaries. There are 300 TJn/cfti Boards each com- 
prising an area of about 1^ square guiles on an average. Taking even 3 
Union Board areas as a unit, which is 30 square miles, we requiieTtt^ 
least 1(H) charitable dispensaries, \^hereas we have*only 32. We, there- 
fore, require G7 more. In that case also, one dispensary will serve on 
area of 30 square *1111163 which urea is again intersected by klials and 
rivers, and #vil], therefore, be considered quite inadequate. The exist- 
ing 32 dispensaries also are not evenly distributed in all areas. While 
there ^ire four in one tliana, there are tlianas inhabited by dumb 
millions, the illiterate people, where there are none. So alT'early survey 
of the position of the existing dispensaries is necessary aftd neglected 
areas have to lie looked into. 

Sow, Sir, I shall refer to the unsympathetic attitude of the doctors. 
Patients have to pay — and some of them do pay — t^ satisfy the doctor 
and the compounder to draw their particular attention to them. I 
submit, Sir, this has demoralis'd the whole system for the people who 
cannot, afford to pay do very seldom go to these dispensaries. The poor 
people are not really benefited in many cases, and they are gra^ally 
losing faith in these dispensaries. This is first-hand knowledge as 

an ex-vice-chtvirman of the Bakarganj District Board. These dispen- 
saries have far less popularity than they ought to have. There are some 
exceptions, of course. • • 

Now, Sir, as regards admission into indoor dispensaries, I would 
say a few words. Admission here, like service or any other* appoint- 
ment, goes by recommendation from a man of influence or of*a ifiember 
of the managing committee or of *the Secretary of th$ tlispensary con- 
cerned. A very poor patient, who does not know how or whom to 
approach or whether he has to pay anything, is not admitted at all. I 
would cite, Sir, a very tragic instance in regard to the *BarisaI Sadar 
Hospital. A poor man, who came all the way from a distant village 
to secure admission iifto the Barisal Sadar Hospital, was refused admis- 
sion in spite of earnest entreaties. On the next morning he was found 
32 ‘ ' 
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hanging dead from {he branch of a tree in front of the hospital and 
within the hospital compound. A big mcetihg was held in the T^own 
Hall in December last with Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq in ihe chair. 
Several resolutions weA passed in the meeting and the conduct of the 
hospital authorities Was condemped. I think copies of some of the 
resolutions were sqnt to the press and to Government, but it ended there ; 
but no steps were taken save and except that the tree from which the 
man hanged himself and some other branchy trees were cut down so 
that similar events might not recur. It all ended there 4- I heard that 
the hospital authorities stated that the man was- nqt seriously ill. I 
submit, Sir, that if that be true, the medical officer is guilty of two 
offences — firstly, as a doctor in not being able to understand that the 
man was really seriously ill, and secondly, in not admitting the man 
and giving him medical aid when it was so very necessary. So, Sir, 
in vain do we talk of high-sounding words as nation-building depart- 
ments. If the present policy is pursued so Car as medical aid is con- 
cerned, the nation w’ll be gradually extinct. Diseases jjire causing a 
havoc on rural Bengal, so are the village quacks. 

Sir, we in Barisal wanted a medicpl school, and Government asked 
us to prepare a scheme. We drew up fi scheme. About Its. 85,000 was 
spent, land was acquired, some tanks were excavated, arid suddenly then 
the project was abandoned. Why, after ''all this expenditure had been 
incurred? * This is simply playing ducks and drakes with public money. 
‘'This was dene by the last cabinet and I request the present cabinet to 
remedy the wrongs of the past cabinet. 

Sir, so far as the Calcutta Medical College is concerned, coming as I 
do from the rural areas, 1 have very little competence to say, but so far 
as I have been able to know from reports, I can understand . 

(At this stage the member diaving reached the time-limited resumed 
his seat.) u 

Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, considering the 
importance of the cut .motion moved by Dr. J* M. Das Gupta, I should 
like to say a few words touching on the important and salient points. 

Sir, it is really gratifying to note that the budget estimates con- 
template that the year under review will cloSe with a surplus, on revenue 
account, ‘of about Its. 84 lakhs. But a surplus budget is not always a 
satisfactory one. 

A surplus bildget, too, may be a disappointing one if the demands 
of the nation-building departments are overlooked, if demands for 
education are disregarded, if demands for public health and sanitation 
are ignored, and if demands for agriculture and .industries, which will 
greatly help the growth of better financial position in Bengal, are 
neglected, and lastly if the demands under the head “Medical” are 
turned a deaf ear to. 
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Now, I appeal to the House and to the Cabinet to provide bigger 
suma of money to the nation-building departments in future under the 
new constitution. Along with the change of Government the angle of 
vision should be changed ; otherwise what is the^ good ushering a 
simple change in the form of Government but not in the spirit and 
sense? • 

The Finance Minister may provide a heavy sum of money for the 
extension of the High Court buildings in Calcutta and Civil Court 
buildings in the mufassal or of the Medical College and School build- 
ings and officers’ quarters jar anything like that to satisfy the senti- 
mental whims and tastes pf the fashionable aristocrats who are already 
rich, but does it in any way improve and better the poof lot or lessen 
the sufferings of thousands of villagers who are dying every day 
without trerftment f • * * 

Everyone admits that thp real nation or the backbone of thcVountrj^ 
lives not in a town but in the wretched villages faj’ away from the Tlin 
and bustle of town life, bift I am v<*ry sorry to find that the grants ear- 
marked for mufassal hospitals and dispensaries are too inadequate and 
insufficient to meet*the demands *of the poor .mafftes who are suffering 
from fhe dying pf cholera, kala-abar and malaria and various types of 
fever and diseases without proper treatment and*diet. 

As f come from the rural constituency of llakarganj, T iwfve a first- 
hand knowledge of pitiable 54 ml wretched condition of the pillagers to • 
which they fall victims, for want of proper medical help. When I was 
one of the members of the Pirojpur Charitable Dispensary Committee, 

I bad personal knowledge that the poor patients did not get a* drop of 
true medicine, save and 'except water mixture or safttonine mixture, 
and even now indoor patients art; not supplied with sufficient diet as 
sufficient funds are wanting. I think sufch is the nature <}f all other 
mufassal hospitals and dispensaries and I am sure, this difficulties can 
only be removed simply by providing biggpr sums in the buTfget 
estimate for which I appeal to the Cabinet. 

In conclusion, I beg to suggest a scheme so 1 15 at the poor villagers 
may easily get proper medical aid and treatment. This scheme can b# 
given effect to by the introduction of the system* of establishing at least 
one charitable dispensary in every union board with sufficients funds at 
its disposal. With these few word;), I strongly support the cut rnqtion. 

• . . • 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: I wish to say a few words in con- 
tinuation of the remarks that have already been made by my honourable 
leader Mr. J. N. Basu. He has already spoken about malaria. I would 
like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in particular and 
of the House in general^to kala-azar in regard to which it is very neces- 
sary to have some vigilance centres. Kala-azar is increasing and play- 
ing havoc with the people of this province. Similarly cholera is 
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becoming wtnre and more epidemic in the province and it is desirable 
that steps should be taken to prevent tie Spread of that disease and 
also to save the peoplp that suffer from it and die as a result thereof. 
Just as in thV case of' smallpox vaccination is carried on, so in the case 
of cholera it is desirable that iifooulation should be carried out so that 
the people may be immune f'ron^ the disease. As regards smallpox, 
although it is the law of the land that vaccination is compulsory but 
still it is well known that every person is not vaccinated. More 
vigorous steps should be laken so that no persons whether old or young 
are exempted from the vaccination process, I * * 4 

t t 

Another » fell disease is becoming rampant in the province — 
tuberculosis. No figures are necessary to show the alarming extent tc 
which it is increasing, not only in Calcutta but r ,also in other parts of the 
province. It is quite true that we have got a very useful institution 
*tiep,r Calcutta, namely, the Jadavpur Hospital. It is doing very useful 
work. But in the first place it is not sufficient for the people of the 
whole province and secondly it is well known that in the early stages it 
is necessary to have ^medical sanatoria where better treatment of tuber- 
culosis can be carried out. When l f recommend a medical sanatorium 

let it not be thought tjiat I am speaking in derogatioif of the Jadavpui 
Hospital which T do consider to be a very useful institution. ( At the 
same tim? I* should like to impress upon the Hon’ble Minister that it ie 
very necersary to have medical sanatoria- in the province. It is well 
known that in other provinces they have got medical sanatoria much tc 
the relief of the people of tlufse provinces. Behar has Itki : United 
Provinces has Bhawali : Punjab has Dharampur: Bombay has more 
than one: and Sbuth India has the best of the lot at Madanapalli. We 
the poor people uf Bengal, in spite of the fact that we have been 
clamouring for medical sanatoria for a long time, have not got a single 
one) so far in spite of the fact that a web merchant has either promised 
or* has already ’given U sum of Rs. 3 lakhs for the establishment of a 
climatic sanatorium. A Committee was appointed to investigate about 
the best possible si for the purpose and the Committee made recom- 
t jnendations j but .still in spile of the lapse of several years nothing has 
so far been done by thv Government. Whether the old Government is 
at fault or the new Government has not had time to take any step, the 
time has come when not a single moment should be lost to establish a 
suitable sanatorium where patients in the early stages of that fell disease 
may go and save their lives. v 

I would further cay a word about the indigenous system of medicine, 

It is quite* true that allopathy has advanced more in science than any 
other system. But I believe it is equally true (hat even to-day at least 
90 per cent, of the people get themselves tree ted according to the 

indigenous system. The poor people of the province cannot afford tc 

have regular allopathic treatment and we have heard from several 
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speakers of this House that there is not a sufficient number of dispen- 
saries and hospitals in the^rhviuce and that there are no poctors avail- 
able in evrtry village. In villages it is the kavirajes and hakims that 
treat the people and it is very necessary that Government should not only 
recognise the indigehous system but tlyit. it should give ifftive help and 
support not only for the maintenance of those systems of medicine but 
also for research and further progre^. Several provinces have already 
recognised and started them and made promises of further support. Fof 
instance Madras, Failed Provinces, Ilehar and even Ceylon— I mention 
Ceylon although it»is*not. a province of India. Even Ceylon has after 
all recognised the indigenous system of medicine. 

• * 9 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit,* resumed his 
seat.) 


Mr. J. W! CHIPPENPALE,: Sir, T rise U\ pi%ss the claims of our * 

nurses, both Indian and Anglo-Indian. We know their work: we also 

* 

know their worth and we appreciate the same. They have long periods • 
of work: tli^ir pay is small compared with the w*)rk that they do and 
it is hard work. I desire that there should l^e some amelioration of 
their ramdition ; that their hpurs of work should be reduced and their 
pay and allowances increased. They have not only to sti'flport 1 hem- 
selves but have also to mak* some provision for illness, sudden emer-* 
gencies and old age. Then in the next place I ask that their services 
may be recognised. I know that this House has nothing to do with 
the recognition of nurses outside Bengal. I also know that the services 
of these nurses are not recognised in Bengal even though they are able 
and well qualified. For instance in othej' countries rtf the world nurses 
rise up to the highest posts that are open to them in that line. But in 
Bengal they do not. 

I regret very much to say that although nursing and nursing institu- 
tions have beei* in existence in Bengal for so lftng, nothing has been 
done to secure and see that our nurses occupy the highest positions ^s 
well as the administrative posts in all hospitals. Either our nurses are 
qualified or they are not. If they are qualified whjr should they be 
disregarded when these high pogts come to be filled? Are*th^y not 
worthy or are they incompetent? If they are incompetent whose fault 
is it? It is the fault of those persins who undertake their training and 
their teaching. You can see for yourself by going to a hospital if the 
nurses are capable. These nurses receive a good training ^nd a substan- 
tial training and I cannot understand why they are not called upon to 
fill the highest posts yiat are available to them. In this matter I feel 
deeply ; I feel that our claims are not looked into. By onr claim I mean 
the claim of the children of the soil. I trust that those in authority 
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will do something to achieve better results. This is a duty we owe not 
only to the nlirses but to ourselves. Posts* suc.h as those of senior ntirses 
and of those who are ( in charge of the administrative side*of nursing 
institutions should b§ advertised. Why do not the authorities or the 
powers that be advertise these posts in the public newspapers? Surely 
you want the best — those who can do the work and do it efficiently. 
Moreover that ought to be the rule and not the exception. At present 
I regret to say that nurses are looked upon as if they are incapable of 
doin$ this work. Does any one ever try to see whether the nurses can 
do their work or not ? You sit in arm chairs and shy that they are no 
good. Who is responsible for that? It is, utterly untrue that our 
nurses are incapable and I say with confidence that the nurses who are 
educated in this country, and trained* in^ this country, are quite capable 
of doing every kind bf work that arises in hospitals hnd public institu- 
tions which grant medical relief. lj r ith there words, Sir, I resume my 
fbht. 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, first of all allow 
me to congratulate the ( Hon’ble Minister in charge of this Department 
on the outspoken utterance he has made* in placing his demand, 1 efore 
this HousV.' His speech breaches the spirit which one expects of a 
* popular Minister. From what he has saicF we hope and expect that he 
will not mince matters and that he will take serious notice of any 
instances of official delinquency that may be reported to him. Sir, I 
do not like to deal at length with points whitjh have been touched by 
my previous shakers, but 1 like to say a few words in the light of what 
Mr. Khaitan has' said. Mr. t Khaitam has pointed out that sufficient 
enoourageimnt is not given to the indigenous system of treatment. 
Sir^.in this connection everyone probably knows that recognition has 
been given to the Ayurvedic system of treatment. That has been a 
move in the right direction; we are all $lad that t lie past Government 
took that right step, but I would submit that it is also high time that 
i»eognition should* be given to the other system of indigenous treat- 
ment, I mean the TTnanf system of treatment. It is no doubt true that 
in Bengul there , is a lesser demand of this system of treatment than the 
Ayurvedic system, but the demand. is already very high and it is 
gradually increasing jfnd I hope that Government will take early steps 
so that this system of medicine also may he recognised. Sir, though 
not an indigenous system, I think, the system of Homeopathic treat- 
ment also deserves consideration; if really we are true representatives 
of the people and if really our system of Government, is a democratic 
system, I think Homeopathy should he given recognition. It is only a 
kind of prejudice that prevails in certain quarters against the system 
that, I think, has hitherto kept it from being recognised by the powers 
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that he. Allopathic doctprs may not find any merit in ttfat system of 
treatment but so far as millions of patients in Bengal Are concerned 
they will, *1 think, freely recognise its merits in view of the benefit that 
they daily derive from that system of treatment. I t^ink, Sir, that 
our present Government will take all* steps that are necessary to give 
recognition to this system as early as possible. * 

Mr. Khaitan has also referred to the question of kala-azar. Pro- 
bably members may not be aware of the fact that kala-azar is again 
rising its head in* Bengal. We all remember that some time ago it 
became so prevalent in this province that we were all apprehensive that 
a catastrophe miglit. befall the country, but •fortunately on account 
of the epoch-making invention o.f* Dr. Brahraachari that the country 
was saved from the grip of this fell malady. I .cV> not know, Sir, why 
the disease seems to be again increasing gradually. If figyres are 
taken by the Hon’ble Minister from the various districts I think tji«**- 
will show th&t the mortality from kala-azar i* iAcreasing of late. If* 
that is a fact, I am not sure as yet whether # tliat is a fact if the whole 
province is taken into consideration, but if that i^ really a fact I think 
early steps ghould be taken so *that the disease «n ay not spread any 
further. 

* 

Mr. Khaitan has also referred to the* question of tuberfiflosis. I do 
not know whether this should properly come under the heaibof “Public* 
Health,” but as this question has arisen I think I may as well here put 
in a word so far as this matter is concerned. Sir, many members pro- 
bably know that a generous gentleman sometime aj^o made a gift of 
about Rs. 3 lakhs to the Government. Government was pleased to 
accept that generous gift, but if is surprising to note that it has been 
sitting tight over the money. Government complains of lark of funds: 
yes, that is no doubt a f^enuine complaint, but even when funjjg are 
forthcoming we see that Government is so ver^ poor ’in ideas, so very 
inactive that they cannojt even utilise the money that some one may 
make a gift of. • I submit, Sir, that the money was given for the purpose 
of starting a sanatorium for tuberculosis. What tho country needs is»a 
climatic sanatorium. I wguld like to hear tlie Hon’ble Minister say 
something on the point why Government has not been able to ^o this so 
long and whether our present Government is really anxious to take 
early steps so far as this question is concerned. 'As* to tjie necessity of 
fighting tuberculosis it is a question which everyone* admits. Tuber- 
culosis is one of the fell diseases which are carrying away thousands 
of people every year and we all know, Sir, the kind of suffering that 
tuberculosis patients *have to undergo. The sooner we can fight the 
disease and sooner we^can diminish the number of mortality and suffer- 
ing from this disease the better for Bengal. With these few words, 
Sir, I support tfce cut motion. 
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Maulana ?MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: (The member 

addresser] the^House in Bengali in support of his cut motioq, of wfiich 
the following is an Erglish translation): — 

V . . 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to ‘invite the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge to some important matters. Obstacles in the way 
of poor and destitute patients being admitted to hospitals are too many 
to be described. The deplorable impediments that lie ^n the way of 
admission to Barisal Hospital which Maulvi Abdul Wahed Khan of 
Barisal has mentioned exist also in the matter of admission to the 
Chittagong General Hospital. Jn fact this .contagion has spread in 
all hospitals dll over thfe province of Bengal. If any poor patient is 
taken to any hospital for admission 'the doctor in charge at once <avs 
that there is no aeeorfimodation, no seat and that the # pafient should 
be taken 1 ' back. If one can procure, a recommendation from some big 
’Person or if one can give a call to the doctor and arrange for his fees, 
a seat for the patient suddenly sprjngs up. ‘ Assistant Surgeons draw 
handsome salaries and earn still more through private practice. They 
do not earn less thai a .thousand rupees per month. Yet they are 
eager to suck the blfmd of the poor destitute patients, 1 request the 
Hon’ble Minister to tn to put an end #o this immoral and inhuman 
practice. ^ „ 

There is still another speciality of the Chittagong Outdoor Dis- 
pensary. I do not know if there is any parallel to it in any other 
part of Bengal. Every pat ion/ has to pay one anna per phial of 
medicine as price. This indeed is a cruel system. Well-to-do people 
do not use hospital medicines. It is generally the poor folk who take 
medicines from hospital. Ti\ke for instance a patient suffering from 
malaria. K he has to take medicine for a month he must pay one 
rupee and fourteen annas. This amount might have procured him his 
diet. This systehn should be stopped. If expenses cannot be met the 
difficulty can be tided over by reducing the* salaries of the doctors. 

v The number of students in the Arabic Madrassahs of Bengal is nearly 
eleven thousand. Completing their education there, they have very 
little opportunity of serving their country or earning their living. 
The Dacha Tibbiya College is their only resort. This College is being 
conducted quite satisfactorily. No Government grant is given to it. 
I beg to draw <he attention of thl Hon’ble Minister to this matter. 

Another submission of mine is that if a Unani-Tibbiya class is 
opened in all the Madrasahs under the Calcutta Madrasah Board of 
Examinations it will be rendering a great service to the country. 
Although this subject belongs to the department under the Hon’ble 
Education Minister, the co-operation of the Minister in charge of the 
Medical Department will be productive of {jrood result*. 
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Mr. J. H. CUPTA: Mr., Speaker, Sir, I support* thl cut motion 
moved by # my friend Dr* J. M. Das Gupta with a vie\/ to draw the 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister to certain grievances of those who are 
responsible for bringing people liere or taking th*m bael# safely to their 
sweet homes. The Railway Administration has made arrangements for 
opening dispensaries and hospitals but no efforts are made for extend- 
ing the treatment to the members and dependants of the railway 
employees. The railway never recognise that the members and depend- 
ants of railway employees are to be treated. 

Mr. 8PEAKEFT: 1 aifi afraid you cannot, discuss the railway medical 
dispensaries because they are not under the charge of the Bengal 

Government and .not within kts jurisdiction. 

f • • • 

• i 

Mr, J. N. GUPTA: MV submission is that. the members and denyj^ 
ants of tlie railway employees are not railway employees. The railway* 
employees are governed by the Central Government but the family 
members of the railway employees are nof railway employees and as« 
such they have a ri<>lit to have ghares of the* benefit of the grant of the 
provincial HudJjiet. 

• * • 

Mr SPEAKER: The difficulty is that the administration of the 
dispensaries of the Railway, Department is not under the control of th% 
Medical Department, of Bengal and therefore this matter cannot be 
discussed here. It can be discussed «in the Central Legislature. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA*: My further submission is* that medical lielp 
comes under the bead “Medical dispensaries’’. , 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not know that, but it is for the Hon’ble 
Minister to say whether this Government is concerned. ** 

The Hon’bje Maulvi'SYED NAUSHER AM: Sir, the position is 
that we have got nothing to do with the dispensary established by the 
Railway Depaitment. Whenever there is any question of sanitation 
in which the railway is interested, we may by arrangement do some- 
thing, but we have no control over the railway dispensaries.* 

• 

Mr. J. N. CUPTA: I am comkig to that. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If you want to discuss it* you can do so under 
“Public Health”. # 

Mr. 4 : N. CUPTA: I wish to draw attention of the Hon’ble Minister 
to the grievances of the dependants of the railway employees who are 
not given relief by tbe railway administration. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid you cannot, do that, because the 
Hon’ble Minister is powerless in this respect.* 

Mr. J. N. jCupta S ftut those persons who are living in Bengal are 
not given any relief either by thir Government or by any other institu- 
tion. So I would* request the Hon’ble Minister, through you, Sir, to 
make an attempt to confer with the railway authorities under whose 
jurisdiction they are living so that they may get some relief. 

Another factor that I want to say is that doctor who are given 
licenses as registered practitioners by the Government of Bengal, granf 
certificates to sick persons working on the nailways. Though it is 
definitely mad£ clear theft registered doctors are allowed to give certi- 
ficates, these certificates are required to b^ countersigned by the District 
Medical Officer of thf* railway. There are various cases^in which 
crtificateS granted by registered doctors arej- rejected by the railway 
, doctors. ♦ 

i i 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. 1 am afraid I must rule you out 
1 definitely as you are entering into discussion on a matter which is not 
within the jurisdiction of this legislature. I do not thyik you can 
discuss the question regarding Oic internal management of a dispensary 
controlled by the Railway Department. ,1 have full sympathy with 
you but you^ftre out of order. 

I 4 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Sir, I know that a resolution was passed by the 
Bengal Government that if any certificate after examination is found 
fault with, the registration of the doctor should , be cancelled. If a case 
cannot be established that it is a false certificate, I would request the 
Hon’ble Minister through yoq, Sir, to examine whether any remedy 
can be found out for it. 

w ; th these words I ^support the cut motion. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Sir, I wish to say a 4 few words to 
develop the point brought forward by my friend, Mr. Chippendale. 
He has said that in this province nurses are insufficiently recruited. 
My argument is that their existence is hardly recognised. In the lead- 
ing hospitals in, Calcutta we have a certain number of nurses but 
they a r e provided, as far as I know, «by a private organisation which 
gets an extra grant from outside — the Calcutta Hospital Nurses Associa- 
tion. The Government gives the Association a grant and 
it also receives ( subscriptions from the public. It is 
thus nurses are provided for our leading Government Hospitals. I may 
suggest therefore that without private generosity there would be no 
supply of nurses; that is to say these nurses ar# not regarded as an 
essential part of the fabric of the structure of hospital work; they are 
rather regarded as outside luxuries. When we come t<* other hospitals 
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in Calcutta, e.g., the Qhittaranjan Hospital, we find tfcat there is a 
lar&e number of Indian nurses under training. When |te go to some 
other hospital we find the number of nurses # to be hardly adequate. 
Let us see what is the condition outside Calcuttq. If take a census 
of the nurses outside Calcutta, I imagine we shall find that the number 
of nurses is very small indeed. Sir, I am a member of the Red Cross 
Society. We pay salary to a certain number of nurses for hospitals in 
the mufassal and there is one nurse here and one nurse there and in 
many hospitals the nurse whom the Red Cross Society support is the 
only nurse there, f i.e., one nurse only in a mufassal hospital. I claim 
that there may bf many hospitals yi the mufassal where neither the 
Red Cross Society nor any other Association nor private benefactor # 
supports a nurse at all. So we ‘have some hospitals where there is no 
nurse but*a doctor in* attendance. If official Opinion does not regard 
nurses as an essential or yin indispensable or an inseparable # pnrt of a 
hospital, public opinion and private opinion cannot be expected tfl 
to any higher level. • ■ # * 

Sir, Mr. Khaitan has told us a tew jn mutes ago that we can just* 
as well die in this province under any doctor practising any system of 
medicine, <*.g.f Ayurvedic, Allopathy, Homeopathy or TTnani and not 
under a nurse only. Hut think, Sir, howmore Mieerfully or comfortably 
we can die under any of th£ systems if we have nurses yl$o in attend- 
ance. 1 would ask this House to consider that a nurse is as necessary 

I | v 

to a hospital as a doctor is. What chance has a doctor, or what chance 
has a patient, if there is not a nurs# always to carry oul the doctor’s 
orders and consciously and unconsciously doing what tin 1 doctor wants 
him to do. Unless, weliave a satisfactory system ofemrses we <an never 
think of a satisfactory hospitaler any medical system at all; 1 would 
therefore ask that the position he looked at from that point of view. 

I may say a few words in repetition of what I said on the general discus- 
sion of the budget. It would indeed he very dydrable*to have a Iftimber 
of Indian women who have been trained in the art of simple common 
bandaging when childreA fall or are hit or are burnt. We have heard 
complaint^ that there are no doetois in our mufassal. If we started 
experimenting with giving grant-in-aid to doctors so as to persuade 
them to work in the muftlssal we might find the necessity of having 
nurse also. The United Provinces Government have discovered that 
they cannot get doctors to cover the entire area,, but that thoy can find 
women who for a small monthly wage can soon l>e trained in a simple 
way and can he trusted to do the simple nursing of village life. Sir, 
for the ordinary ailments of men, women aiu^ children nurses have 
been found indispensable and we should keep that point before our eyes 
and have something to aim at. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
must thank m$~ hon’ble friends who have spoken on this occasion 
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giving suggestions for consideration of Government. First of all, Sir, 
there has beeiv a suggestion by Mr. J. N. iWu with regard to malaria 
and there has been a suggestion from other hon’ble members’ also with 
regard to that^proldeip. So far as malaria is concerned, it comes 
strictly s]>eaking under “Public 'Health”. The treatment side comes 
under the “MedicAl”, but strictly speaking it comes under “Public 
Health”. Malaria, Sir, is a scourge in this country and we have got 
to tackle the problem as soon as we can. We all know that it is a 
problem of a very heavy magnitude and it requires big funds to tackle 
with. Put still we have got to start organisation fo tackle with the 
problem and to see and try to eradicate malaria a* soon as possible. 
Sir, the steps that are at 0 present taken for combatting the scourge of 
malaria are no doubt very unsatisfactory. I am thinking of a proposal 
which, if I can get the approval of Government and ii funds! are forth- 
coming winch I hope will be, will be a bettey substitute for combating 
-malaria. I will, however, speak on the subject when I deal with the 
“Public Health” side of the problem. Here I must rest contented by 
( saying that we have been combating malaria in two ways, one by 
distribution of quinine free and the dther by anti-malarial measures 
carried out through district boards and 1 * other local authorities with the 
grant that is given to' them, though a small sum no doubt, viz., 
Rs. 80,000 per year. 

' Then, with regard to the question of drainage and other matters 
which have been introduced, they also come under “Public Health” 
and I will deal with them in prbper place. Incidentally, here I may 
just say, 'tor the information of the House, that of the two schemes, 
one with regard to' Jangipur, I am told by my predecessor, Sir Bijoy, 
that it was a partial success. 

Maulvi A C BDUL BARI: It was a complete failure. 

The Hon’ble MaulvifSYED NAUSHER ALIs But that is not my 
information as I have been told by my predecessor in charge of this 
Department, Sir Bijov, that it was a partial success. However, that 
iVnot very relevant to the matter at issue. 

The next thing is the question of the Jndian Medical Service in- 
troduced k by Dr . . J . M. Das Gupta. Here, Sir, the limitations under 
which* we t work are all well known to- my hon’ble friend as well as to 
the other members' of* this House. ( The Government of India Act is 
there and we have got to work under it. We all know that the Gov- 
ernment of India Act is unsatisfactory on more than one point and this 
is one of the* points. One of the points he has raised is the point of 
reservation of posts for the British I.M.S. officers. He has further 
stated that attempts are now being made to increase the number of 
posts to be reserved for I.M.S. officers in general. I may inform the 
House that no steps, as far as I am aware, have yefc been taken to 
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increase the number of posts to be reserved for British ilM. S. officers 
or for Indian Medical Sejvifce officers in general. In fact, according to 
my readiftg of the law on the subject, there is every likaihood that the 
number of British I.M.S. officers will decrease after a certain number 
oi years and so far as the present i^ concerned there 4s no chance of 
any increase. At least, I can assure the House that I will try my 
best to see that there will be no increase in this line. 

As regards the question of reservation of posts for British I. M. S. 
officers, it comes under certain provision of the Government of India 
Act — I think it s*ectiqn 24G. This matter is entirely in the hands 
of the Secretary qf State, but I can tell the Hduse that 1 take note of * 
the feelings expressed here. We h5ve been •dealing wjth this subject, 
and I think there is not going to*be any retrograde step here also. We* 
will try fo reprfesent*’the views of this legislature to the authorities, 
but as you know we wojk under limitations. The authority is vested 
in the Secretary of State, aijd consequently «we shall have to be 
by any decision that is^arrivad at by the aitflnAities in England. Nb 
decision has yet been arrived at on this jioinf. We are still in com- 
munication, and tve have placed our viefr-poin^ before the Government 
of India. *ln # this connexion l*may only say, a# 1 have been informed 
up till now, that there appears to be a conflict of interest between the 
Defence Department and tike interests of this province; that is the real 
point, and Bengal cannot, it is stated, deny responsibility for the 
defence of India as a whole. • ® 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUftHURI: What about the defence 
of the people of this ^province? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYEp NAU8HER ALI :* That is how, Sir, 
the question of reservation i'or British officers of the Indian Medical 
Service comes in. However, Sir, I have given you ^he facts and 
the steps that I am going to take in this pai^ieular ^matter. ^ 

After that, Sir, comes the question raided by Mr. Atul Chandra 
Kumar, wko*yas dwelt dn disproportionate expenditure on presidency and 
mufassal hospitals and dispensaries. I think a true analysis of the posi- 
tion will at once convince everybody that there is actually no dispropor- 
tionate expenditure of Government money on hospitals in the presidency 
town and also in the mufassal. In fact, Sir, there is only one kispital that 
is maintained by Government in the mufassa], and that i# ti!e Dacca 
Mitford Hospital. The rest of# the hospitals mainlined by Govern- 
ment are located in Calcutta. Consequently, whatever money is spent 
by Government on hospitals must necessarily* be in Calcutta, except 
the amount that is # spent in Dacca. Now, Sir, it canno # t be stated that 
this money that is spent in Calcutta is spent for the people of Calcutta 
alone. These hospitals are hospitals maintained for the entire pro- 
vince, and people from the mufassal also have their treatment in the 
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hospitals in Calcutta. r Therefore, in a sense the question of compara- 
tive expenditure of this grant or Government ‘money within the presi- 
dency town ox outside the presidency town does not arise. There 
appears to have been, therefore, some amount of confusion, if I may 
use that expression without any disrespect to the honourable members 
of this House, with regard to hospitals and dispensaries in the mufassal. 
I may at once tell the House for its information that there are, practi- 
cally speaking, very few dispensaries and hospitals in the mufassal 
maintained by Government. You may criticise that thafe in itself is 
something wrong for which Government can be blamed. (Hear, hear, 
from Congress members.) I can understand that position. You can 
very well say tjfat Government haVe so long neglected the rural popu- 
lation in the matter of medical relief, ajid that would be a valid ground 
of attack and criticism.. (Cries of “Heal, hear’ * from Congress mem- 
bers.) Bpt so far as the policy that has been followed £o long is con- 
<1, there cannot be any complaint' with regard to the administration 
of dispensaries and hospitals in the mqfassal, and an ' attack on 
Government in any way on that basis 4 . 

1 Now, my friend over there, Maulvi Abdul Wahab'Khan, I am sorry 
to say condemned himftelf by his speech. He himself stated* that he is 
an ex- Vice-Chairman of the District Roan) of Bakarganj, and he him- 
self made remarks about the corruption and inefficiency of dispensary 
authorities ii\ 'his own district. These dispensaries and hospitals are 
managed by ’the District Boards themselves — at least they are under 
the control and supervision of the f District Boards. (Mr. Abdul Latif 
Biswas: But what about Assistant Surgeons?) Well, Sir, Assistant 
Surgeons are not upder the control of District* Boards. I have been 
Chairman of a District Board for 9 years, and there are only a very 
few Sub-Assistant Surgeons plaoed in charge of Sadar dispensaries and 
hospitals, and*the rest are under the management of the District Boards. 
Even* Mien there is a^ Committee of local people attached to each 
dispensary. (Mr. biiiifENDitA Nath Dicta : Impotent committees.) 
Well, Sir, I cannot describe them in that way:«I cannot from my posi- 
tion say that they are all impotent; but that is the position, Sir. Of 
course, I being also fn charge of the Local Self-Government Department 
can issue instructions from here to the Clyurmen of the District 
Boards to* see that these difficulties and malpractices disappear from 
their dispensaries, and I promise to thifc House that I will do so. 

Sir, there have been various suggestions with regard to the 
establishment of Ayurvedic and Homeopathic dispensaries. I think 
the House knows that 'recently a Faculty for Ayurvedic Medicine has 
been started, and, practically, recognition has b^en given to the 
Ayurvedic system of treatment. There was a Committee with regard 
to the Unani system of treatment and I understand it was presided 
over by Sir Hasan Suhrawardy. Their report was unfavourable, but still 
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we have decided to reopen the matter and to see whether oirnot it would 
be ^esirable to have a facujty for the Unani system o4 medicine as 
well. I ipay also inform* the House that I believe in tlfis indigenous 
system of medicine (cries of “Hear, hear” from* the Congress benches), 
and I have also got«faith in the Homoeopathic system ofAnedicine. So, 

I am personally interested in these matters, if I may use that expres- 
sion, and I would give my best consideration to the suggestions that 
have been made here with regard to the recognition of the different 
systems of treatment that are actually prevalent in this province. 

Now, Sir, complaiflts have been made that there are no arrangements 
for dhai-training o^ for lady doctors. I frankly confess that there is * 
a dearth of lady doctors in this province, and that we # ought to take 
steps to see that the number of lady doctors is at least increased. But, * 
Sir, I think I • should tell fhe House that there is a system for the 
training of indigenous dhais prevailing even now, and tha^ Govern- 
ment spend some money Jhrough the District Boards for the traijiiu^f**** 
of these dhaft. (Rai Hajjendr.* Natii Chaudhur* : Very inadequate.)* 

1 admit that it is inadequate and that it may be inefficient too. 

(At this stage *the Hon’ble Minister reached the time-limit.) 

(There #er» cries of “We want to hear him*, “We want to hear 
him” from the Congress benehes.) • * 

* a 

Mr. 8PEAKER: May I know how long the Hon’ble 'Minister will 
take to finish his speech? * • 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU6HER ALI : About 10 minutes, 

Sir. ~~ 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: This side of the House would 
like, if the Chair could possibly allow it,* to hear the Hon’ble Minister, 
who is speaking unlike other Hon’ble Ministers in a to'he which is 
approved by this side. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I aiq quite prepared to allow him some more time, 
but I must say*that “Public Health” also has got to be discussed, and 
I think that if the Hon’ble Minister is allowed to oontinue his speeoh 
for a much longer time, it # would hardly be fair to “Public Health.” 
However, I allow him five minutes more. 

<# 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALU All right, Sir, I shall 
finish in 5 minutes. It has bee® suggested that .Ayurvedic and 
Homoeopathic dispensaries should be started in the mufassal. 

As you know, Sir, in the mufassal, dispensaries are at present 
started and supervised and controlled by District ^Boards, and 
though it is not strictly consonant with the law as embodied in the 
Medical Act, if I maf use that expression, we have no objection what- 
soever to the establishment of Ayurvedic and Homeopathic dispensaries 
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in the mufayal by the District Boards, and I may tell you that while 
I was Chairman of the District Board of ^essore, I had an Allopathic 
dispensary, a Unani dispensary, and a Homoeopathic dispensary — all 
three established then*. (Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu: That is what 
the Calcutta Corporation has also done.) It is open to the District 
Boards to start Ayurvedic and Homoeopathic dispensaries if they so 
desire. 


Then, Sir, as the time at my disposal is very short, I must hurry 
through and say a few words on the other points raised by the various 
speakers. As regards X-ray arrangement in the piufassal, we have 
provided in the budget, as you may have seen, for the training of our 
doctors and medical officers in X-ray treatment, and it is for the local 
authorities to equip their dispensaries and hospitals in the mufassal, 
and these doctors will be ready for their assistance there. t 

Then; again, Sir, owing to the shortness of time 1 must pass over 
’"■tfoJbs of the items raised in the course of the debate, but there is one 
thing that I want to 'hay* with regard to tuberculosis. (Cries of “Hear, 
hear” from the Congress benches.) This tuberculosis is a fell disease 
and is a terrible menace ; it 'is growing with alarming rapidity, and I 
must thank the authorities of the Jadavpur Sanatorium (cries of 
“Hear, hear” from thft Congress benches) for the pioneer work that 
they have undertaken. They deserve encouragement, sympathy, and 
support and co-operation not only from Government but also from the 
local authorities and also from the generous public. Sir, I may inform 
this House that I am in full sympathy with this institution, and I will 
very favourably consider the application for a capital grant (cries of 
“Hear, bear”, from the Congress benches) made by this institution 
that is now pending before Government. (Maulana Mu. Maniruz- 
zaman lsLAMAUADi : What about the Dacca Unani School?) Sir, I 
have been interrogated as to what is being done about the Dacca Tibbi 
Institution. 1 cannot oromise any assistance to this institution now 
without making an inquiry into the whole thing. First of all, we 
have got to establish a Faculty before anything can hje done for the 
institution. 1 have already stated that I am taking steps for the con- 
stitution and establishment of a Unani Faculty. The question of 
any assistance to that institution can arise t ,and can be considered only 
after tligt. I am sorry my time will be over very soon. 

There- is another question with iegard to the establishment of a 
climatic sanatorium for Bengal. Jliis question was first mooted in 
1934 and a Committee was appointed to consider it. In March 1935 
a donation — a very generous donation — of Its. 2,82,000 was offered by 
Mr. Ham Kumar Bangur and that was thankfully accepted by Govern- 
ment. Government since then have been trying to have a suitable 
site for the establishment of the sanatorium. As you know, Bengal 
is poor in not having a proper climatic site. Perhaps excepting 
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Darjeeling there is no other suitable site anywhere in me province. 

1 am speaking from the r^>oft of the expert authorities iJ this matter. 

I may tell^ou for your information that about 10 or 12 sites have been 
examined from time to time: one was picked up as a yoper site but 
there was objection and that was rejected. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI. You mean the Birkmvre 

site? 

• 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI : Yes, that was the 
site It was the feirkmyle site that was considered to be the most 
suitable site but it 'had trt be abandoned for various reasons, especially 
on account of the objection of the local people there. 

Rai HAtlENDfeA NATH CHAUDHURI: Objection of l)r. (iraham 

and others? ^ « * 

The Hon’ble Maulvi S.YED N^USHER Alil:*J t nUIV be, mu x am 

not sure about that. Then we have been making enquiries everywhere, 
and this gentlemafl very kindly •has kept*the otter open for one more 
year. Observation is now going on and I hope* that a decision will 
soon be reached. That is all^ I can announce this stage 

* • # 

A member: Diglia in the Oontai subdivision may be a* suitable site. 

4 • 1 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAU8HER ALI: I will take note of 

this and have the site examined by tlie experts, if thought desirable. 

If any other gentleman, in this House has got an\ suggestion with 

regard to any >ite, I shall be much obliged if be will kindly let me 

have his suggestion and I will have tlinj examined*by the experts, if 

uect ssar\ . • 

A voice: Kubota in the Bakaiganj district * 

• • I 

Mr. SPEAKER: l am afraid i must control the members from 
putting forward names of innumerable places. • • 

The Hon’ble Maulvi *SYED NAU8HER ALI (One word with 
regard to the nurses. I understand that nurses trained in India have 
so long been considered as not properly qualified for the posts of 
matrons and sisters. They have so long been recruited from England. 
But there appears to be a ver\ strong feeling of resentment on this 
point. I take note of this and 1 will look into the matter personally 
and see bow far the grievance is legitimate. If there is any legitimate 
grievance,I shall try f to redress it. On the question of nurses there 
are many other points also but I think I will not have time to deal with 
them. . 

33 
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One won! only with regard to my friend Maulvi Tajuizuddin Khan 
His long an<t very kind friendship with me^hach induced t him to speak 
in the, terms in which lie referred to me. He has only jdealt with matters 
about which \ have already spoken a word or two. As regards the 
difficulty in admission to hospitals I take note of it and I will see thai 
no distinction is e TT er made between patient and patient in Calcutta. 

As regards the realisation of 4 pice from each patient, I think I 
should tell the House that it is left to the option of the Dispensary 
Committee to levy a small amount when a patient first comes to the 
hospital. It is not absolutely compulsory on the dispensary to levy it 
on everybody. Generally as far as I remember, it Js absolutely at the 
discretion of the Committee and the doctor is authorised to remit it 
whenever he thinks that a particular patient is not capable of paying the 
money. That is one of the ways in which funds ox the dispensaries 

are, if I may use that expression, collected. 

— cruii* v 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Supplemented. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI : Not supplemented. 
My experience is that' very tew persons actually pav the subscription so 
practically speaking tint is the only source of local income of the 
dispensary and it is for tin* local authorities to consider whether *or not 
they should discontinue or continue the system of levying a small sum 
on each patient. J 

As regards the suggestion of having Unani classes attached to the 
madrassah w , my friend Maulana Md. Maniruzzaman Islaniabadi himself 
admitted that it does not relate to my departing ut and that it relates to 
the Department of Education. 

I think I have finished and 1 commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House and I request the hon’ble mover of the amendment to 
withdraw his anmndmerv. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: In view* of the statement made by the 
Hon’ble Minister I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

i » 

The motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: In view of the statement made 
by the Han 'hie Minister I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The original motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, before you pass on to the 
next item will you permit me to express the appreciation of this side of 
the House of the spirit which animated the utterances of the Hon’ble 
Minister? 
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The Hon'bl* Maulvi 8yED HAU8HER ALI: On the je conimendar 

tion*of His Excellency tilt* Governor I beg to move th $ a sum of 
Es. 32,85,fl0Q be granted for expenditure under the head “39 — Public 
Health.” 4 

I do not think I shall be justified in taking; mjieh time of this 
House on this question. There has been some increase in this grant as 
compared with previous year and the items on which the increased grants 
are intended to»be spent are given in the explanatory note of the Finance 
Minister at pages 93-bf of the red book, so I do not want to dilate on 
that point any longer. I would like only to say that with regard to 
the policy I would (Ally repeat what I have already stated jn moving the 
demand for Medical Department. I attach the greatest importance 
to Public Health \york, especially to two matters, gamely, malaria and 
water-supply and 1 have succeeded .in getting a little more m^ney this 
year for these two items. \1 have got money provided for a survey*'**, 
the whole province with regahl to malaria and d propose to have a ' 
survey shortly with regard to necessity of supply of drinking water 
throughout the whole province and after thaf is done a comprehensive 
policy with regard to water-supply and eradication of malaria will be 
taken in hafld.*()f course finally it must depend on funds. I have 
already stated that it is the paramount d\ity of Government to tackle 
problems which vitally affect the whoh* province and t 4iave made 
a start in that direction. 1 4 I 0 not think 1 shall be justified, 1 repeat 
again, in taking any more time of this House. I think every minute 
that may be given to the House will*l>e much better spent and will 
he very helpful to me. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Because every*minute we spend 
Es, 50,000. * 

The Hon'ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALl\ With these remarks 
I commend my ^notion to the acceptance of the Ilpuse. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the time at our disposal for the discussion 
of this motion is only 1 hour 15 minutes. So I propose that the 
mover and others will take only 5 minutes each to deal wtoh their 
amendments. 

$ 

Dr. COBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK: I beg to move that the 
demand of Es. 32,85,000 for expenditure under the head ‘t39. — Public 
Health” be reduced b> Es. 100. 

The question of public health in Bengal concerns the health of 
50 millions of people scattered over 82,000 square miles. Bengal has 
different and varied- climate in different places. The climate is not 
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uniform in all places. So far as public health is concerned, I may say 
it has deteriorated to such an extent that the average life of a Bengali 
is 23 years while that o,f an inhabitant of European countries is 54 years, 
in Japan 45 years and in Bulgaria 68 years. 

As regards the epidemics in Bengal, we see that malaria stands first 
and foremost. Every year nearly 6 lakhs of people die of malaria, while 
nearly 2 erores of them suffer from it; nearly 1 lakh of people die of 
cholera and as many die of smallpox; a quarter lakh of people die of 
kala-azar and an equal number die of tuberculosis. 

As regards children mortality, there also the number is very large. 

So far as (pur public * health schemes are concerned we find that 
Rs. 12,55,500 are spent on public health units out of a total grant of 1 
Rs. 20,76,000. We 'know that the present aripngement o/’ the Public 
Health Department in the mufassal is inadequate and 'unscientific. In 
‘**j~ra r y t liana consisting o* 14 or 15 unions we find one Sanitary Inspector 
and one epidemic do'oto; 1 . There are one lakh people in each thana and 
it is well known that when there is an outbreak of cholera these two 
officers cannot give much help and in due time. Tp fact when cholera 
has taken a heavy toll these officers go to the affected area and take 
precautionary measures. Under the circumstances these methods should 
be changed; there should be decentralisation otherwise, we cannot 
control the- disease. 

As regards malaria, many speakers have already said about it. It 
lias turned many villages into jungles and abode of jackals. For 
example, , our village Chandra bon a which was once illustrious and 
famous for business centre is now depopulate*,! due to malaria and big 
bouses are remaining vacant. This malaria must be tackled effectively. 
We know Italy was once a hot bed of malaria but due to energetic 
action of Government it is now free from the disease. It is the duty 
ol State to look to the interest and health of the people, but we 
see that our Government lias been totally, indifferent to the health of 
the people. 

There are many factors behind malaria; the first is the river drainage 
system. The river becqmes silted up by embankments and the easy flow 
of water into the villages is prevented end also the general rainfall 
cannot get proper outlet. The result is that the villages become the 
hot bed/jf anopheles, a kind of mosquito which is the carrier of malaria 
parasites. If we are to take anti-malarial measures we have to take into 
consideration that the mosquitoes are not allowed to grow. We must 
also kill the parasites by application of quinine and must not allow the 
mosquitoes to grow' by the application of kerosene and other modern 
methods. We must allow water to get out. Under the circumstances 
if we do not take energetic action for the drainage system, malaria 
cannot be eradicated. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 
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Mr. PRABHUDAYAL HIMATSINCKA: Mr Speak^, Sir, I beg 
to move the motions stahdijig in my name that the grant asked lor 
by the Hoti’ble Minister l)e reduced by Rs. 100 to discus^— 


(question of pure articles of food.) # ^ 

(prevention of diseases by propaganda on correct lines.) 


Sir, most of the speakers who have spoken to-day have asked for 
more dispensaries and more hospitals and more doctors, but what I 
want to suggest tontine department is that they should take such steps 
as doctors and dispensaries may be dispensed wj,th, that there may be 
no occasion for nfew dispensaries ajjd hospitals anywhere. Sir, the 
oft-quoted adage “prevention is better than cure’* is Ihe thing that 
should be ^ept in view .by this, department. This department has been 
in existence fcwr a number of years, but at the present moment ihe 
health of Bengal has det^iorated* considerably and I think rtie House 
will agree tlqit the power of n'sistanee to combat djscases is almost gone^' 
People of Bengal now fafl an ehsy*prey to all kinds of diseases and the 
present position of death rate is, as we fjnd from the figures, that in 
1935 cholera took a toll of about 00,000 .people, smallpox 75,480, 
dysentery a fid diarrhoea 51.930, (fphtheria and rospiratoiy diseases about 
85,000 and malarial fever 7, Oft, 000. The 4otal death late comes to about 
11 lakVs 31 thousand which ftorks at more than 2 per cent, of the total 
population. Sir, a province where the death rale comes to 2 per cent. # 
stands condemned. I do not accuse the present Ministry: "as a matter 
of fact the Ilon’ble Minister has nurje it clear that the budget does 
not disclose any policy and T do not know if policy 

has ever been followed with a \iew to see to what steps 
should he taken to prevent diseases and 1 want to diaw the atten- 
tion of the lion ’hie Minister to the present conditions and to find out 
for himself as to what should be done to prevent these diseases. 

•Sir, you are aware that there is a Student Welfare*(Vmmiitte^under 
the Calcutta University. AVe also know that they examine a number 
of students evqry year and what do we find frtmi the report. About 
62 per cent, students require treatment, that is to $ay, 62 per cent, of 
the students are suffering fiom defective vision, enlarged tonsils, 
heart diseases, enlarged* spleen and liver and various other 
diseases including tuberculosis. If that is the 'state iff tilings 
amongst students who are in schools •and college, ' what 
could we expect amongst the people who are absolutely ignorant in 
the villages. As a matter of fact, Sir, what I feel is that what the 
Government should do is to take steps to removfe the ignorance of the 
people by suggesting,to them the correct methods of what is known as 
the healthy habits. This I think should be the main aim to be kept 
in view by the department, so that the soil of the health may be 
sustained and maintained. 
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Sir, the probable 'causes of the present conditions seem to me mainly 
poverty and (ignorance. Poverty fs'thV Cne 'outstanding factor which 
affects the hdalth and every other thin# of tfie province. Next to that 
is the ignorance about wholesome and "pure food and ignorance about 
healthy laws. (Sir, if 'you ask a student who is in ^ school or college as 
to how he should hold his book, how he should sit and such other 
things you will not find a correct’ answer. The department should to 
my mind make a survey of the improved and correct health laws, 
ascertain the impoitant factors affecting our health and by lfieans of 
propaganda in co-operation with public and ntfn-<?ffioial bodies they 
should take steps to propagate these ideas in the vjllages by means of 
lantern lectures or cine;nas and' various other methods that may fie 
♦ available to them. At the present foment, Sir, I did not think ^hat' 
people know anything about food or f&od val\ie. We have informa- 
tion now of the vitamins of the various foodstuffs, bill there is very 
information available as to particular inenus which will be avail- 
’ able and which will* be ( wholesome. The department should prepare 
charts where you can have information about economic healthy food. 

* I am not aware but I am told that jn various countries, specially in 
Japan and other places, they have gojt different kinds of ipenus which 
may be had at very cheap prices and which indicate the food values of 
the different foodstuffs mentioned in the list. Similar thing fan be 
done by the Public Health Department and I am sure it will help the 
'people to a, very large extent. As you are^aware, Sir, the condition of 
the people is very poor and very few of them can afford to have rich 
food, but rich food does not necessarily mean costly food if people can 
J>e given information as to the kind of foodstuff they should have. In 
this connection I 'would also suggest that the department should not 
stop by suggesting healthy food but should also make arrangements for 
the supply of such food by starting co-operative stores and I do not 
think it will be very difficult for the department to arrange stores at 
least T)y way of giving i/iformation to the people at district headquarters 
and divisional headquarters. I am of opinion that they can confine 
^hemselves to 5 or 0 nlain things that we take in Bengel, for instance, 
rjee, atta, dal, ghee and mustard oil and if they can make arrange- 
ments for that people may know where they can go and get pure food. 
At present there is no particular place where people can be sure of 
getting {lure foodstuff and it is up to j,he department to take the matter 
up in liatid and take *ery serious action in punishing people who may 
be responsible for selling or introducing adulterated food. As I sug- 
gested, if the people have information about food values and if stores 
are opened from where information can be had as to the value of parti- 
cular food, it may be very easy for the poorer section of the people to 
have nutritious food and then it will enable them to combat various 
kinds of diseases which are at present harrassing them. There are 
various other things which the officers of the district can take up very 
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conveniently and they can also expect co-operation fronf the people. 
I may cite one instance* Sif. * In the district of Nowgong in Assam 
which wa» full of water- ifyaci tit h I was surprised to fincFwhen I went 
there not one single plant of hyacinth after the* Magistrate Mr. Morar 
(a Madrasee gentleman) took up the matter and explained the thing 
and' people 'eo-operated with him and in one week’s time the whole 
distxicl Was free from water-hyaciath. Similarly if the department 
takfef Up to propagate this information they will he doing a good 
service *to the*people who will know as to what will affect their health 
and they will not.grtidge the richer people for not being able to get 
fpur cups of tea a day or similar things. They can be told that these 
things are not helpful to them but on4he contrary injurious. 


Similarly, Sir. physical spprfs and physical exercises may be sug- 
gested and I might inention the JBrataehari mbvement and such like 
things to give them heathy sports. The information ahftut food 
values may he included in curriculum of schools^so that the hoys 
he taught about these thiligs aifd il‘ action is thken on these lines I am 
sure it will bear fruit. • 

* • * 

(The m%mhgr having reached the time-limit •resumed his seat.) 

Tli# House was adjourned 'at (>-30 p.ni. for *1 •"> minutes. 


After Adjournment . 

Mr, JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move tliat®Y<te demand 
tor Rs. 32, 8- >.000 on “Phblic Health” be reduced bv* a sum of Its. 100. 

(The mover delivered his speech in Bengali in support of his motion.) 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, I beg to mewe that, the demand for 
Rs. 32,85,000 on “Public Health” be reduced by a sum of Rs. 100 in 
order to discus# the inability of the department {o deal effectively with 
the smallpox afid cholera epidemics and the failure to cope with the 
housing problem of Sanitary Inspectors. # ' • 

Sir, in moving this motrnn of mine I must first of all congratulate 
the llon’hle Minister for his outspoken frankness and'for his humility 
in introducing this demand. I shall be equally /rank and tell the 
Hon’ble Minister that we are not Satisfied with the pAivision that has 
been made on the head of “Public Health.” We expected from the 
Hon’ble Minister much, as he is aware and as we are also aware that 
he was in charge of Uie District Board of Jessore for several years and 
as such it is expected of him that he knows very well the demand of 
the public* in rural jfreas, namely, the problems of water-supply, of 
cholera, smallpox epidemics, sanitation and public health. Therefore 
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the plea that the tiihe that was at his disposal was insufficient to cope 
with this measure cannot be accepted, flf'it had been any ether 
Ilon’ble Minister, certainly he should have been given some time for 
that ; but knowing him as we do as ~a successful Chairman of the Dis- 
trict Board, clrtainly (his plea cannot be accept^!. Now I will first 
of all say that the public has got the right to live. We harve passed the 
demand on police, we have passed the demand on education, we have 
passed the demand on general administration, but, Sir, the demand of 
the public on public health is much more important thfm those items, 
and therefore we should have expected the Hon’blfe Minister to press this 
poini before his colleagues, particularly the Hoil'ble the Finanpe 
Minister, arid f I am sure the lloli’ble the Finance Minister would not 
have refused, or rather would have yielded to the demand of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Public Health, if r that„had b<aen properly 
placed before him. - • 

■» «> k Sir, of course, we kn/)w that people are 'meant to die and also that 

people are prone to 1 diseases and death. Death certainly cannot be 

averted; death is sure to come; but, Sir, disease, at least, can be 

combated, and in order to combat disease people expect of this Gov- 

ernment that sufficient ihoney should be provided for ^meeting the 
epidemics of choleia, epnallpox, and other diseases, (jf course, Sir, I 
am not a visionary; nor I am idealist, nqr do I expectj that utopia can 
be brought »in all at once on the face of Bengal. But certainly we can 
expect, and would expect, that at least some measures would be adopted 
by the Ilon’ble Minister in charge to relieve the grievances of the people 
and their miseries and sufferings as much as possible. It is perhaps 
known to* the members of this House that, according to t lie latest census 
the total population of Bengal is 51,231,000, and it will be a staggeiing 
news for this House to know that the death-roll for the year 1930 in 
Bengal is as high as 1,131,427 — this is a figure which perhaps in no 
independent country would one expect even in a war. Even during the 
last Abyssinian* War, t so many deaths had not occurred. Then how 
these deaths came to occur, Sir F I would sav that out of these deaths 
cholera claimed 1*2 pfer cent, per thousand (?) of the people who died; 
smallpox , took a <toll of 1 ; kala-azar claimed 10*00 (?); and other 
diseases the rest. That" is how we get these figures. We find that the 
number of deaths from smallpox, cholera, and malaria is so very heavy 
that the° country cannot wait any mpre to cope with the menace from 
epidemic* diseases. , I' heard Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu saying before 
this House that 1 an attempt was niaVle at Jangipur in 1923 to meet the 
situation arising out of the spread of malaria in that subdivision and he 
said that it yras not given a trial. I can tell the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department and I can tell this House, Sir, that an experi- 
ment was made in that subdivision, and I believe that my friend sitting 
over there — I mean Rai G. C. Sen Bahadur — who also happened to be at 
Jangipur at that time, knows it very well that the scheme proved a total 
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failure. That was the scheme of Dr. Bentley for hilling: irfalaria in that 
subdivision by throwing* Jcetosene nil and things like that. 

(At tffis stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) - . r' ' 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS:* Mr. Speaker, .Sir, I rise to speak 
on a subject of great importance, Viz., the insanitation caused by the 
sullage water of the Calcutta Corporation flowing into the rural areas 
of Tollvgunfe police-station. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Public Health and dlso the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Irrigation 
had kindly visite^ the Tollygunj municipal ai*ea, and they had seen 
with their own eyes the grievances of the people of that# locality. But, 
Sir, I shall only confine myself to the rural area which is outlying 1 
the Tollygunge municipal arfca. Now, Sir, th<* area of this place i 9 
10 square miRs. It is under the Union Board of Boincjitola; the 
number of villages is 18, itnd all fhe villages. are now submerged jmdat- 
water; the number of houses is 1,498, they svWare under water; an3 
291 houses have already collapsed and some more may collapse at any 
moment if no action is taken in # the meantime. The water level in that* 
area has r^sen to about 8 to 1(1 feet high, find ihere are 7 culverts on 
the South Tangra Road, which have all beep closed by the Calcutta 
Corporation. I would herc # give a brief outline of the boundaries of 
this area. On all sides it is surrounded by the ('a lent hi* Corporation. 
The Calcutta Corporation iuis extended the Dhapa areft so that th& 
northern and the eastern side of this place is now surrounded by Dhapa. 
There is the Hughes Road and the stbrm-wnter channel of the Corpora- 
tion on the southern side. The South Tangra Road on the west, and 
the only passage left are 7 culverts which, however, have been closed 
by the Corporation, so that tlsp people, of this rural area are almost 
going to be diowned, and nothing whatsoever is being dune to protest 
the people of this unfortunate place. Sir^ there is a Corporation 
channel — it is Corporation storm-water channel, — it fasses through the 
southern side ot this area. Now the northern embankment of this 
Corporation (funnel lias been breached in Several places, but the 
Corporation does not repair this embankment with* the effect that khe 
sullage water of the Calcutta Corporation irf going to the rural area 
and contaminating the whole area. There is no drinking water avail- 
able; even the tube-wells are upder water. Therefore, you can easily 
imagine, Sir, under what difficulty the people of this qrea tfre passing 
their days and nights. There is* also a sluice at Btftitollah, which is 
the property of the Calcutta Corporation. Now, Sir, the very sight 
of the sluice will repel anyone as to what the* Corporation is doing. 
The whole front of Hie sluice is covered with jungles, water-hyacinth, 
and water cannot pass through that sluice into the Bidyadhari, 
and I do not know where the Corporation sends its sullage water if 
not into the Bidyadhari. I submit, Sir, that all these waters are thrown 
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into this ruAil area Without any consideration whatsoever, and when 
we ask the Corporation.- to clear out 'that i sluice they did not do any- 
thing. I may also mention that when a few years back Mr. Subhas 
Chandra Bose was the "Mayor of the Calcutta Corporation there was a 
similar occurrence, vii., flooding^of another area, fkt the end we went 
on deputation to Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose and within two days the 
ballygunj sewer was opened and the water was allowed to pass without 
any difficulty whatsoever, and the people were thus saved. When we 
have the same conditions now we find that the Calcutta Corporation is 
very callous and is not taking any steps to relieve* the situation. Even 
drinking Water, Sir, its not supplied by them. This afternoon I saw 
the Chief Executive Officer, Corporation, and requested him for supply 
of drinking water to the people of this unfortunate area. He said that 
he was considering this matter, but nothing definite was told to me. 
This, Sirj is the unfortunate position of the people of this area. I ask 
"Aha* Jlon’ble Minister whp is the representative of the poor people, to 
'•consider the gravity of ^the situation and save these luukless people 
living in that area. It is entirely hue to the inhuman action of the 
r Calcutta Corporation, Sir,' that these^ people are ip this unfortunate 
position. The Corporation is taking, no action whatsoever. The 
Corporation is a very rich body and is it not its duty 'for* the sake of 
humanity to save the people of this unfortunate rural area?, Wjjy are 
they so callous Y And why an* they not following the noble example 
'of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose who ordered* the sewer to be opened up 
at once as soon as the matter was brought to his notice, so as to drain 
away the waters of this rural arek? The Government, too, Sir, I must 
say have /Tot come to our help. In this connection I may say, Sir, 
that in the budget h sum of Rs. 37,000 lias been provided for v an anti- 
ludlowii survey in«the vicinity of Calcutta and also for anti-ludlowii 
measures foivthe whole area. Now, Sir, this amount is quite unneces- 
sarily pasted in this manner, and I am fortified by a resolution of this 
Ludlowii Committee passed in its meeting of the 8th of June, 1937, 
and this is the resolution passed by that Committee: 

«. * 

(At this stage the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed 

hi* seat.) 

Mf. L. M. CROSFIELD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to oppose this 
cut mptiou and to welcome the allocation of the expenditure under 
Public Health which appears to be admirable: an additional sum of 
nearly Rs. 7 lakhs has been found tor this important department, and 
we see that this increased expenditure is to be spent to good purpose. 

I am afraid tjiat the scheme for the improvement to the Chittagong 
municipal water-supply has been too recently approved, to find a place 
in the budget. The needs of the town for an increased water-supply 
are extremely urgent, and I hope that it will be' possible for Govern- 
ment to find funds at least for a start to be made on this project during 
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the year. I particularly commend the increased &rant for rural water- 
supplies now made up t-6 R$. 3| lakhs, and on this subject I should 
like to welcome the Hon^le Minister’s proposal for a general survey; 
and I would emphasize the importance of securing expert geological 
advice on this qu&tion. Tube-wells are an nteal method— cheap in 
first cost and easily maintained and kept clean. But money has Been 
wasted on many unsuccessful well# located in places and conditions 
which expert geological advice would have condemned. I would, 
therefore, surest that, pending the general survey, in cases where 
wells have failed, District Officers should prepare maps showing the 
location of successful and'unsuccessful wells with details of depths and • 
any Corrosive elenfents found for submission to the Geological Survey 
of India for advice. I fee 1 sure that the cost of this» # will be amply • 
repaid. 

Now, Sir, to return to the grayt, bearing in mind the fuftds avail- 
able generally, I believe fhat. a satisfactory Allocation has been fttadc^ * 
and a wholly commendable scliemp evolved. •This is likely to lead to 
healthier living conditions for many thousands of people. Therefore, 

Sir, I oppose the but motion. 

• • 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish to 
speak\i few words on the necessity of carrying on research as regards 
balanced diet and problems of nutrition, and carrying on propaganda* 
not only in the towns but ata) in the villages so that the*peopIe may 
be able to have lialanoed diet and to jut nutritious foods. It is not a 
question of people being rich or poor, but if a proper knowledge of 
balanced diet and of 1 lee problems of nutrition be ^adequately spread, 
even with a small amount of money people can get nutritious food. 

Sir, if 1 look at the faces of the* 250 members of this House, I cannot 
find a single health} body. Whether I look at the *Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister of this province, or whether I turn my eye* from 
the Leader of the House to the Leader of the Opposition, I cannot find 
a single healthy body out of the 250 members of this House. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08H: But I possess a healthy body. 

• 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: But you are fllhhy. It cannot 
be said that members of this House do not posses* healthy txxiies for 
want of money, and I do not ineaif it to be personal when I say that it 
may be possible that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Public Health 
has been particularly selected for his bad physique in order that he 
may carry on food propaganda and establish a food research section of 
the Public Health Department. Sir, this propaganda and research 
work will not require a large amount of money. It win be carried on 
•with a very small amount and I have not the slightest doubt that in 
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propaganda work nob-official organisations oan be' of much assistance 
to Government and that propaganda can be carried on at a very small 
expenditure. ^ I have heard that in Japan where people eat* the same 
kind of food as in Bengal, where the staple food consists of rice and 
fish, they get Ci good ‘and nutritious meal at not Aiore than nine pies 
per meal, and I do not see any reason why similar arrangements cannot 
be made here. I have heard that one officer has been . sent to the 
Coonoor Institute to study food problems and we have also got the 
Indian Medical Research Institute which is doing useful;- work. If an 
additional grant is given to them they can carry on more research 
work on nutrition than what they are able to do at present. I hope 
Government will accept this principle that food researches should be 
carried on and propaganda should also be carried on so that people 
may be able fo have nutritious food and. a balanced diet. 

.^laulvi ABDUL WAHED: (The member spoke in Bengali of 
"which the following is an English translation: — 

i 

Mr. Speaker, Sir. with your permission I propose to say a few words 
regarding my district, + Mvmensingh, in connection with the cut motion 
brought up by my friend Mr. D. P. Xhaitan. r 

Now-a-days my district has become an abode of malaria and kala- 
azar. In the tw r o unions adjacent to mine nearly half the popula- 
tion died in the course of the last two y'ars. Want of food is only 

equalled by the scarcity of drinking water. The tube-wells sunk by 
the District Boards are generally sunk in the houses of big people and 
the poor have no access to them. It is for these reasons that malaria 
has spread so much 1 in those parts of the country. There is no arrange- 
ment for medical aid. The inhabitants cannot obtain even a pill of 
quinine. A huge number of poor cultivators suffer and die without 
any treatment every year. 

* " ^ ‘ ’ r 

I noticed that two years before not even 50 patients would come 

every r day to the two charitable dispensaries near my louse at Gouri- 
pur and Ramgopalpur. Now as many as eight or nine hundred patents 
come there every day for medicines. There are a few T sanitary inspectors 
who do not appear to know anything more about medical treatment 
than one injection which they would apply in all sorts of diseases. 
Qualified rJ medical men ought to be appointed for these places. My 
District Board' is totally indifferent to this matter, so the people of my 
area are quite helpless. 

While going a feft days ago to attend a public meeting I saw on 
my way that all the members of every family were down with fever 
and that there was none to look after them or their cattle. This sight 
caused a terrible revulsion ’within me and I felt very miserable to 
think under what civilised Government we were living? 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speyer, Sir, 7 1 kave been 
trvftig 1° follow the debases *in this House as attentively and carefully 
as possible and the impression left on my mind of ail that # we have been 
talking can be described in one word — neglect. *lt seems that the order 
that has passed away did indeed look, after itself 1 bui.piid no attention 
to things that did matter. We have been talking about education, 
about sanitation, and almost all the* items that have been discussed do 
tell us that those in whose hands was the destiny oi this province did 
not perform tteir task to the satisfaction of the people of this province. 
We have now goJ t*) start afresh. We have got to build dc novo , 
and unless all of us combine, the Opposition as well as the Cabinet and 
Worl^vrith one mind td serve Bengal and # to see that whatever is 
posable is done for the poorest citizen of this province — and until we 
look at tilings fi/nn that point of view, — our divided efforts will not 
lead us to the desired goal. In the discussion to-day the Honourable 
Member representing tln^Indian Chamber of Commerce hn$ struck a 
new note, a, very important n*ote regarding t lie gjml towards which th* 
whole world is moving.* The ’League of Nations is paying attention 
to it and India too, in its own way, is, contributing her little mite., 
Sir, the death roll in India can he definitely, lovPered. A large number 
of deaths, *as #1 have heard from medical men Vho know, is due to 
malnutrition. As the Honourable Member Infs pointed out, the same 
rice and fish which has madfc Japan fit, to conquer the world, keep the 
people of Bengal emaciated and hungry-looking. He is not satisfied^ 
e\on with the faces of the members of this House. We have been 
hearing of a word called “vitamin. “ There are men in Calruttu—a 
noble band of scientists, which is carrying on resenrclwm Nutrition 
and in Bio-Chemistrv which, if encouraged by Government, may lead 
us if not to the millenium, then certainly on the way to it. This 
band, working at the Indian Institute dor Medicaf Research, was the 
first to take up nutritional work on a planned and systematic basis. 
A" the budgeted amount is small, may I suggest jt to the tUon’ble 
Minister in charge, that instead of distributing it among many it will 
he wiser to concentrate one group and get the best results. Fight 
disease on th£ one side and add to the stamina of the people on the 
other. Then alone can we hope for a better day and a healtliier 
Bengal. 


The Hon’ble Mauivi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: I should Jik* to say 
a few words with regard to the discussion in genertil Indore I deal with 
the particular speeches of individual honourable members. In the dis- 
cussion, generally speaking, all have laid stress more or less upon the 
inadequacy of the measures taken by the Public Health Department. 
I frankly oonfess tlfht public health organisation in this country is yet 
in its infancy, and furthermore I admit that the funds that are avail- 
able for public health purposes are too inadequate. After all, Sjr, it 
is a question pf funds, but we do not see why with the funds at our 
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disposal we cannot \£ork in a better way. I am sure that with the 
co-operation of the public in general, and qf the local authorities in 
particular, milch more can be done with the resources at out disposal. 
It is organisation, co-ordination and propaganda that are absolutely 
necessary for getting ‘the best value of the monejr that we are now 
spending out of the provincial revenues. 

Dr. Gobinda Chandra Bhawmik has complained of the inadequacy 
of the sanitary organisation. I admit, Sir, that the organisation that 
we have got at present is not adequate for coping with the health 
problems with which we are faced and that -this entire matter is now 
under the consideration of Government, and I hope I shall be. bn a 
position to tell the Hous£ about the reorganisation scheme at the next 
r budget session of the Assembly. I think Dr. Bhawmik spoke- about 
malaria and about the 'silting up of the rivers and breeding of mosquitoes 
therein. /These facts are well known and any attempt at combating 
liiakvia must also take into consideration, the question of the drainage 
of the country and resuscitation of the dead and dying rivers of Bengal. 
That increases the magnitude of the problem and we have to take into 
r consideration that aspect of the question. 

Then, Sir, my hoiiourable friend Mr. Prabhudayal Ifimatsingka 
began by saying that prevention is better than cure : nobody denies it 
and I feel that we should pay, more attention to the preventive side 
than to the curative side and the public health organisation is mainly 
intended for that purpose. In fact at present the public health 
organisation has no curative side at all. It is mainly concerned with 
the preventive work. He has spoken about the school hygiene and 
the medical examination of school children and vjo forth. I think steps 
are now being taken and have been taken for some time past in this 
matter and I take '’note of it. and shall see if we can increase our 
activity in this direction. It has been said also that by ascertaining 
the mv* ; n causes of bad i health and by propaganda in co-operation 
with the local authorities we can achieve very good results. Well, 
Sir, steps are being taken by the Public HeaUh Department to ascer- 
tain the root causes of the bad health of the country and we are 
carrying on propaganda within our means in co-operation with the 
local authorities. If more funds be available certainly our activities 
in this direction will be increased. 

The. other thing on which stress has been laid is with regard to 
food. On this • question, Sir, two points have been urged. First it 
has been said that we should start research for ascertaining the food 
value of the different grticles and after we have done that it may be 
found that within the means of the poor people of the country they 
may have a balanced diet which will give them better health than they 
are enjoying at present. I may tell the House foi; its information that 
Government have agreed to a nutritional survey for Bengal at a total 
ultimate expenditure of Rs. 33,056 to be spread over,., 4 years % The 
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Nutrition Advisory Committee appointed by the Indian Research *Fund 
Association drew attention t<l the need for a preliminary survey of the 
state of nutrition in relation to dietary habits, and in September, 1936, 
the Government of India proposed that a survey should be carried ont 
by the local Governments in every province on fhe lints indicated by 
the Committee. The Government of Bengal accepted the suggestion 
and an officer of the Public Heahh Department was selected and 
deputed to Coonoor for receiving training for the purpose. A provi- 
sion of Rs. 2,155 has been proposed for the current year, and as soon 
as the amount ha$ bfcen voted, the survey will be taken up by the 
officer who has received his training at Coonoor.* 

V . , 

I quite appreciate the suggestion that has lleen madeain this respect 
and I entirely agree with the honourable speaker that it is not a 
question of* rich 8r poor but it is a question* rtf knowledge versus 
ignorance. There may be # food near about our home whose value we 
do not (piite appreciate no^ and it may be that after research we gfray* 
come to the •conclusion that a balanced diet 4 ‘oidusting of articles of 
food that we have got near abouf our homestead or which we may 

y • • 

produce by cultivation without .much cost will, give us better and 
improved health. So it is of vital importance that activities in this, 
direction will be continued and I hope it will <;’ive us better results. 

1 may say just a word ot* two regarding malaria. 1 have already 
communicated to the House the lines of action proposed to be taken* , 
regarding malaria, in the course of my speech on the medical budget. 
Here I would like to say a few words as to what we propose to do in 
the current year with regard to this matter. The present, policy of 
combating malaria is by distribution of quinine. ,We have allotted 
this year Rs. 60,000 over and above the normal grant of Rs. 1,40,000 
and we have also allotted the usual sum for anti-malarial measures, 
namely, Rs. 80,000, to be spent through the District Bftards which 
spend it, as many honourable members may kiow, through the 4 T nion 
Boards and Co-operative Malarial Societies. That is the provision that 
has been made # for the current year. 

Then, Sir, complaint has Ibeen made with regard to water-supply 
and it has been stated that tube-wells are generally sunk in front of 
the houses of rich men and^poor men are always neglected. In regard 
to this provision, it will appear from the budget* this year that 
Rs. 1,50,000 more has been provided for water-supply in riyal ‘areas 
and I think there is an increased gyant of Rs. 50,0(10 {of water-supply 
in urban areas. With regard to sinking of tube-wells in front of the 
houses of rich men, I may tell the House at once that tube-wells — 
sources of water-supply — are constructed by the District* Boards and 
those tube-wells that *are sunk by District Officers out of the Govern- 
ment grant are always sunk according to the Government circular in 
consultation with the Chairman of the District Board. Therefore the 
complaint cannot be entirely against Government or District Officers. 
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In rndst cases local authorities are responsible for the selection of sites. 
There are cases no doubt where Circle ( Officers are responsible* for 
selection of ske but I think the remedy lies^not in making complaints 
here in this House but in the hands of the local people. If they be 
sufficiently strdlag, I think this evil will disappear very soon. Govern- 
ment of course will be prepared always to take steps that no favouritism 
or nepotism is shown to anybody.' 

One other matter I forgot to mention and that is the proposal for 

’establishing co-operative shops, for the sale of good food. I must 
admit that I have very little knowledge of the co-operative movement 
and I hope the Co-operative Department will take note of tlv,s. I 
shall how ever discuss the matter with my honourable colleague the 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Department and see if 
anything can be donV*in this direction. That -finishes practically the 
general observation with regard to the public health/ 

- *1\ow, Sir, let me^turn to the specific question raised by my triend 

Mr. Jasimuddin Ahmed' about the Kulti Ivhal scheme. If I have 
f understood aright, his eompjaint is that somehow or other in spite of 
the report of Government experts thffs was sanctioned by Government 
in 1935 . Sir, it is a‘ matter of 1935 and I have had no opportunity of 
looking into the matter** carefully. I cannot therefore say whether the 
statement that he has made t Hat this was done against the opinion of 
experts will be corroborated by the records of Government. Apart 
from that fact he has admitted that it had the sanction of Government 
in 1935 and the Corporation consequently was entitled to proceed after 
that sanction was obtained. Now wliat 1 propose to do in view of the 
very gloom\ piety re the most deplorable picture that he has painted 
before us is that 1 will visit the locality myself with my friend, some 
lepresentatives of the Calcutta Corporation and other gentlemen who 
uni) feel interested; and then after going through the record come to 
a definite decision of ny own. That is what I propose to do and I 
hope that will satisfy all concerned. 

The next thing is in regard to what my friend Mr. Abdul Bari has 
said. He said that Government did not feel it their duty to cope with 
tlie smallpox epidemic perhaps in any special area. He also com- 
plained that although I had some exjerience of District Board 
administration but be was not willing to accept my explanation, I 
could not do much better in having nly hands in the preparation of the 
budget. Sir, *in regard to the last complaint I can only say that it is 
one thing to ask for more grant for particular purposes and quite a 
different thing to formulate a policy of one’s own. What I said was 
tli a t tli e budget did not represent any policy which w T as my own. The 
policy was the policy of the late Government. What I could do 
was only to ask for some more money. I can assure the House that I 
tried my best to have some more money out of the Finance Minister 
and my honourable colleague will I hope bear me out. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

• I 

i . 

The tlon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: I have almost 
finished, Sir. Coming to the complaint about\smallpox, I was told 
by my honourable friend Mr. Abdul Bari that he had Ibeen a member 
of the District Board for quite a number of years, for a period much 
longer than I myself was a member of the District Board and it is not 
unknown to him I presume that it is not only the duty of the Govern- 
ment but also of the District Board to cope with this epidemic. I do * 
not, as I have started, disown for a moment the responsibility of the 
Gov^ment in this matter but what I am going to state is that the 
present policy 4 $ Government is that Die District Board dtake the entire 
responsibility and Government gives a certain grant to the District 
Board and* the District* Board* generally have g<ft the necessary staff 
for vaccination *and for other purposes. Now, Sir, whenever there is 
an outbreak of any epideifiic disease in any district it is the duty of 
the Chairman of the District Board to ask *foi # assistance from the 
Public Health Department. T think the District Board of Murshida- 
bad never asked tor any assistapoe. (A’voice^ They did ask for* 
assistance \jhich was denied.) .Whatever they wked for I hope they 
received from The Public Health Department. (A voice : They did 
not.) #If my statement is incorrect I stand corrected, but that is what 
generally happens and 1 think that is ’exactly what happened in this 
particular instance too, but if the honourable member says. that it was 1 
not complied with I accept that statement and I stand corrected to 
that extent. Government can certainly be blamed to that extent in 
not complying with the requisition of the District Board without valid 
grounds. But the matter was not at all put in this House in that way. 

• • 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI : On a point of orde # r, Sir. The 
Hon’ble Minister has quite vehemently asserted one* point ancl then 
when he is questioned turns somersault. I do' not know if a member 
of Government? is allowed to do it. 

. 

Mr. SANT08H KUMA/l BA8U: Somersaults are points of dis- 
order not order. 

• g 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED /IAU8HER ALI: • It may be my 

information is not eorreet. I would like to be corrected by my friends 
in the House, if I am incorrect. * 

* 

Now, Sir, I think I should make one statement with regard to the 
complaint made by my friend Mr. Anukul Chandra Das. He com- 
plained that the C$8cutta Corporation is responsible for creating 
nuisance in the District Board of Jessore — I mean 24-PaTganas — I 
34 
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cannot forget the district of Jessore. However, Sir, I must say with 
due deference to my honourable friend fhafc this complaint has .been 
brought to iriy notice for the first time he/e and now. A .conference 
was held recently in connection with the flooding of the area there 
— t lie honourable mover Mr. Anukul Chandra D&s who happens to 
he the Vice-Chairman of the District Board — and the Chairman, 
Rai Bahadur Jogesli Chandra /Sen, were present in that confer- 
ence. None of them ever complained of these things nor was this 
point raised by any of the experts present there. So war had no oppor- 
tunity of knowing anything about this matter*. Still I assure my 
friend Mr. Anukul Chandra Das that I will look into the matter as 
carefully as possible wi,th the help of the Experts'* of my dep^iment 
as well as of the department in charge of my Hon ’hie Colleague the 
Maharaja and will vsee that by amicable arrangement, if necessary, 
between #i the Calcutta Corporation and the District Board of the 24- 
Pwganas, the grievance, if any, ihay be removed. 


Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: What attitude the Hon’ble 
Minister will take if, the Calcutta Corporation do not agree to come to 
a settlement ? ' u 


The Han’ble Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI : 1 have no reason to 

apprehend any such contingency and being in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Local Self-GoN eminent hope 1 shall be in a position to settle 
any dispute ‘between one local authority and another. 

One word and' 1 conclude. Mr. Abdul Wahed from Mymen- 

singh has complained ot malaria in My mensingh. 1 am fully conscious 

of the prevalence of malaria in Mymensingh and special steps are being 

taken, for that district. 

(. 1 

With these remarks* Sir, I commend my demand for acceptance of 
the House and request my friends to withdraw their cut motions. 

Dr. COBINDA CHANDRA BHAUMIK: In view of the assur- 
ances given by the Hon’ble Minister J beg to withdraw my^ motion. 

Mr. PRABHUDAYAL HIMATSINGKA: Sir, in view of the 
plethora of assurances I beg to withdraw my motions. 


Maulvi ABDUL HARI : I beg to withdraw niy motion. 

The motion standing in the name of Fr. Gobinda Chandra 
Bhaumik and the motions Nos. 562 and 563 standing in the name of 
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Mr. Prabhudayal Himatsingka and the motion $o. 569 in the name 
of Maulvi Abdul Bari we're *hen, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 32,85,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “39 r — Public Health’’ was put arjd agreed to. 

* 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 3-45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
1st September, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under thd provisions of the Government of India A<ft, 1935. 

i 

The AssEiftLY mdt in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 1st September, 1937, at 3-45 p.m. 

f 

Present : 

Mr. Speaker (the Ilon’ble Khan Bahadur M. A2 izul Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, the eleven ITon’bl^ Ministers a*nd 215T niembeis. ^ ' 

V UNSTARRED QlJESnONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

t 4 

Placing of the services of, the typists and copyists of the civil courts on 
< salaried basis. 

* 4 i *» 

61. Rai HARENDRA NATH 0HAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Ilon’ble Minister in charge qf the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state why no effect lias been given till now to the Resolution carried in 
the Bengal Legislative Council on the 4th August, 1928, recommending 
that the services of the typists ipd copyists be placed on salaried basis? 

(b) llavt* the Government made any inquiry to ascertain w r hat 
extra establishment charge* would be required in the different depart- 
ments to give effect to the Resolution? 

(c) Tf *), what are the results of such inquiries? 

MINISTER* in charge Of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DEPART- 
ME NTS (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) and (b) It was decided after inquiry that no actiqn could be taken 
,in view of the financial loss involved if a sufficiently large staff were 
to be entertained so that there would not be undue delay in prepara- 
tion of copies. The Special Officer appointed last year to inquire into 
the question of staff in civil courts lias also reported on the subject and 
his report is undpr consideration. 

( c ) It was foughly estimated thkt the total extra annual cost for the 
Judicial, Revenue and Registration Departments would be about Rs. 5 
lakhs. , 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD: When did the special officer 
submit his report, and when will the consideration of it by Government 
be finished? 



1937.] QUESTIONS. 88* 

« « t 

TIM Hon’bla Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSftIN, Khan BahCdur: 

It iy in the answer that tl'e special officer appointed last year to enquire 
into the (fiestion of staff has also reported, and I have nothing further 
to add. 

• 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: In the last, sentence of the 
answer (a) and (b), it is mentioned 4 that the special officer appointed 
last year has also reported on the subject. I want to know whether 
the special officer appointed later on is the same officer who was 
appointed previously? 

Th^Hon’bJgNiwab MU8HARROFF HOS8AIN, Man Bahadur: 

I have got only iWfl sections of the answer, and 1 cannot say anything 
definitely ofi the point.,* 

Babu NACENDRA NOTH $E it: What k the name of the oltocer 

who made tire enquiry ? t * 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSH4RRUFF HOSS/MN, Khan Bahadur: 

That also I cannot sav. 

• • 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Js it a fact that since 11)28 the number 
of staff of cop\ists and typists lias been sufficiently redact'd 4 ? 

• * 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU3HARRUFF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I want notice. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Has the •Rouble Minister 
considered the possibility of maintaining, a minimufii staff on salaried 
basis? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOS8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

If you appoint .these people on a salaried basis, ^ou will have to spend 
rupees five lakh* more. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: I ask the Ilon’ble Minister to 
let the House know wh ether a minimum staff of copyists am# typists 
can be engaged on salaried basis/others being engaged on pie^e system 
when there is pressure of work. Has that been considered? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

This via media was qever thought of before. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: What is the average income of a typist or 
copyist in a civy court? 
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The Hon’ble Naftab MU8HARRUFF HOS8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I want notice. 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister now 
prepared to consider c the vw vfedin as otherwise many persons will 
serve as copyists ,and typists all through hut will not be entitled to 
any of the benefits of permanent Service? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

It is a request for action. # ' ♦ 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: What are the;, specific ^natters 
in the report that are being considered by Government? 

V ' ( , 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I Wr.nt notice. * 

BabU NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Is the report of the special officer 
confidential? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

No; as far as I know, it is riot, confidential. < 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Is 'the remuneration of typists 
and copyists sufficient? 

i 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

They get living wage. 

Principle of nomination in the Local and District Boards. 

62. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Jjoc&I $elf-Government 
Department be pkeased to state the principle on which Government 
nominations to Local Hoards and District Boards are made? 

(b) Js the Hpn’ble Minister aware of the public feeling against the 
recent nomination to the District Boerd of Mymensingh from amongst 
the members of this 'House only? 

c . 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons? 

(d) Is the Hon’blt Minister aware that in recent nomination to ihe 
Tangail Ix)oal Board — 

(i) three members were nominated by the Government from the 
Tangail thana; and 1 

(ii) no member has been nominated from the B&sjtil thana ? 
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(e) Ifl the Hon’ble Minister also aware that fn the Tangail Cocal 

Boafd — , 1 

* • > 

(i) there are Iwo elected members from the Tangail thana; and 

(ii.) only one such member from the Basail tk<ana? , 

$ 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of making 
equitable distribution in future nominations? 

* 

MINISTER in .charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 8ELF- 
— GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maulvi Syed Nausher 

Ali): '^a) Xli^ndciple of uominatitm is mainly to secure association, 
in the local booTe^ T t ^ inistrat ion , t of officials and other persons specially 
fitted for appointment, # t»s members and to secure the representation, 
wherever possible, of minorities of* importance whose claims have not 
been safeguarded by reservation o'f seats under section 10A of ## the 
Local Self-Government Act, and who have not jbeen able to secure' 
representation by election. * 

(b) No. 

(c) Doestnok arise. 

(d) ( i ) Two members besides the Circle Officer who is e.r officio 
nominee, were nominated frohi Tangail police-station. 

(ii) Yes. 

te) ( i ) and (//) Yes. 

i/) In view of the principle explained in the answer tci (a), no con- 
sideration of equity as .regards territorial distribution arises in the 
matter. 

A Member: With reference to answer (a), are the scheduled castes 
considered as a minority community, and if *so, have the claUns of 
scheduled castes candidates to nomination been* favourably considered? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER AU: The scheduled 
castes are generally considered to be a minority couftnunity of import 
ante and their claims are considered at the time of nomination. 

A Member: Is it the policy />f Government to nominate defeated 
candidates? * • 

i 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAU8HER ALI: # There is no bar to 

the appointment of a defeated candidate, but personally, speaking, I 
do not like to appoint defeated candidates. 

Mr. Khwaja SHaAabuddiN: May I know the reasons why the 
Hon’ble Ministej does not like to appoint defeated candidates? 
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The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER A Lis The reason is 

palpable. When a constituency has given* a verdict against a nuan *it is 
not desirable* that the same man should be nominated. (Hear, hear, 
from the Opposition.) •• 

i • 

I* 

Mr. A. M. ABOUL HAMID: How many members of this House 
have been appointed? 4 


The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI I think four. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUQDIN HA8HEMY: Is it hot a f#ct tfiat the 
1 principle and policy of nomination in, the administiwcifin of local bodies 
have failed to achieve purpose for which' it was introduced. « 

¥he Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSH.ER' ALI: That is too big a 

question for me to give 'an opinion , off-hand. * 

Mr. P. BANERJI ! Is the II on ’tile Minister considering to do 
away with the system of nomination? * 

c 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED N A USHER ALI: That is under my 
consideration- • ■ 

i 

Mymensingh-Tangail Road. 

r 

63. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department considering the 
desirability "of taking steps for the completion of the Mymensingh- 
Tangail Hoad without £elay ? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS^' and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT {the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of 
tfasimbazar) : Yes. Tke work on the road in respect of bridging 
which has been taken in hand is expected to be completed by the end 
of 1939.1 

( t 

i , 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED *ALI: When will the work of 
metalling the road between Mymensingh and Tangail be likely to be 
taken up? 

c 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I cannot give any definite date, but I may say that as this is an 
important route we are trying to expedite matters, # 
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Road Development Projects of Mymjnsingft. 

^ i 

64. Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: (a) Will the 'Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and‘ Works Department be 
pleased to state — • 

(i) the amount of money placed at the disposal of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal on the recommendation of the Road 
De^lopment Board for the year 1937-38; 

(u) the projects on which the said amount is proposed to he spent ; 
(^t)^lie amount proposed to he spent on the Mymensingh-Tangaii 

(iv) the, perio^l within which* the Mymensingh-Tangaii Road is 
likely to be completed and 

(r) the amount of estimate for'tlm construction of bridges between 
Kalihati and Tan gaily ^ , • 

(b) Will the Ron’hle Minister be pleased to slate whether Govern-# 
merit are contemplating taking up other sanctioned projects of the 
district? # 

(cf If ho, when and which project is proposed to be taken up tirst? 

* » » 

The Hon’ble Maharaja DRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of JCasimbazar: 

(a) (?) Xo allocation of funds for the year 1937-38 lias \et been made 
In the Government of India. ’* 

% 

(it) and (???) The amount when received will be credited to the 
current Provincial Account and spent on the various sanctioned 
schemes taken up for execution.* Annual grants made by the Govern- 
ment of India are not set apart tor expenditure on specified projects. 

(???) The work on the road in respect of bridging which Irfts been 
taken up in hand is expeited to lie coufpleted lA’ t ho end of 1939. 

(r) The antount is roughly estimated at Rs. M,*,!8,(MI0. 

{b) and (r) The Pnnincinl Board ot Communiicntions have vepy 
recently approved of a project for improting the road between 
Muktagacha and Tangail. *Tlic work cannot howc\cr he taken up until 
this project is approved by the Government of 1 nd fa and ftntil the 
detailed estimate is prepared and sanctioned by the jtcngal Government. 

9 » 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the llon’ble Minister aware 
that in the budget just presented there are lists' on page 148 of roads 
that are to be taken «p by the Communications and Works Department 

or by District Boards from the Road Development Fund? 

« 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think he ia supposed to be aware of that. 
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01* NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL. My point is that there is a specific 
provision for the year 1937-38 in the budget and that the Government 
of Indian, do Aot come in in that connection as has been stated in the 
answer. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

The question specifically mentioned the year 1937-38 and as such I 
have replied that funds have not yet been allotted. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the HoiVkle Minister aware 
that under Hoad Development works to be carried out ,by District Boards 
with grants-in-^iid there «is an it#m “Mymensingh-l'a^ahh.RuSid” for 
‘ which Hs. 3,45,000 was sanctioned , and a se^mi item “Tangail- 
Mymensingh Road” ‘for which Rs. 50,000 hav& beeif provided in the 
budget. Is he aware that this budget has already bden under consi- 
derajjjon and taken up by Government and ‘that money has been pro- 
vided for? » „ * 

1 The Hen’ble Maharaja &HIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I am afraid I cannot , answer without ? reference to the budget. 

A Member: What amount do the Grpvernment of Bengal expect 
to get from vhe Government of * India for Road Development? 

« 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

It is not a question of expectation but one which entirely depends on 

the Government of India f 

« 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: la the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the Myinensingh-Tangail Road is a portion of the main route and 
not a different loute? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA (4ANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I want notice. * * 

A MEMBER: !Iow many Road Development Schemes are now 
before Government? 

The Hon’ble (flaharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I want notice. 

A Member': Is there any scheme for Midnappre? 

The Hon’We Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NAltDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I submit this has nothing to do with the main question 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid you cannot drag*the Hon’ble MJtater 
froill Mymensingh to Midnapore all at once. (Laughter.) 

A MEMBER: t When will the Tangail-Mymensingh Project be 
taken upP J ' # 

The HorPble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I think a portion has already been undertaken and the rest will be 
taken up gracfually. 


Dolpy in answering questions. 

. _ 4 

Al-haj Mauiana 6rT8ANAULLAH: Mr. Speaker, I wanl to know, 
Sir, whether Pules 22 ttnd 23 of the Assembly Rules and Standing Orders 
are observed more in the breach than in their observance. Those Pules 
are mandatory and they enjoin that a question' shall be answered within 
15 days from the date on which notice is given . J I have given notice 
of some questions on the 4th and 5th of the,, last month, none of them 
has yet been answered, but regarding many others I have not yet been 
even informed *whet her they haVe been allowed ftr not. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I seriduRlv object to your remark tliat the Pule 
is honoured more in the breach than in its observance. 1 cannot allow 
you to make such a statement. Members are expected to be present ii 
the Assembly when it is in session and to keep theiffcelves informed o 
important rulings from the ('hair. If Dr. Sanuullah wus a bit more 
attentive and had attended at the time when 1 goye a ruling on this 
point he would have heard me^say that the fifteeji days’ notice does 
not mean that a question will.be answered within 15 days of its receipt. 
It means that he must give notice of 15 days so that the question may 
be admitted by that time. Put after that the period of time’ which 
will be taken by Government to answer the qdesiion is not specifically 
stated in the *llules and" Standing Orders and such I cannot help 
any member unless and until the House makes a change in the Rules. 
This matter is going to be settled by a Comiqittee which will soon be 
convened. But until that is done, it is not open to the (’hair to compel 
a Minister to answer a particular question within any specific time. 

Al-haj Mauiana Dr. SANAULLAH: My pomt’is that Government 
has been taking an indefinitely Tong period to answer questions. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As I have already said I cannot jielp members 
in this matter at present; but I hope members may not be so impatient 
in this, the first session of the Assembly. They should realise the diffi- 
culties not only of thl Assembly Department but of Government Depart- 
ments as well—although those Departments do not concern me in any 
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way*. As I have already said I had to send 300 questions to the 
Administrative Departments, *en bloc. Considering the staff and time 
at our djspoed and also the fact that members send questions all at a 
time, I hope my friei/d would have some patience to wait for the 
answers, but if< I find that there has been an inordinate delay I will 
certainly draw the attention of the Minister concerned. 

a 

Defective acoustic condition in the Chamber 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: May I take the liberty tp 
bring to your notice a grievance Jin which, E am spre, every ^effiber 
of this august. Assembly will support me? The of this 

House are becoming a nuisance. I have been vetting to bring this to 
your notice, but unfdttunatelv, I did not get ail opportunity. It may 
be that yeu will consult the Government Architect or tile Public Work® 
Department Experts so that they may suggest some remedy; but the 
remedies that come td my mind are .that if two rostrums are placed in 
the House one to the righf and the other to the left of the Secretary 
we shall perhaps be aVe to get over the difficulty, if that is not pos- 
sible then 1 propose Chat microphones' be introduced into this House. 
We consider ourselves to be sufficiently advanced and I do not sec why 
science should not be brought into the rerviee of this ChambeY. If 
none of these •suggestions is accepted, then you, Sir, and the Depart- 
mental Heads ma\ be able to find out som£ other remedy. But it is a 
fact that when the Chief Minister or any other Minister makes an 
important announcement or statement of policy, this side of the House 
hears nothing. You have on occasions asked .members to lower their 
pitch of voice, but 1 have seen the Chair saying “I am sorry, I could 
not hear you,” or f 'l am afraid I could not catch you.” We should 
take steps td get over the difficulty which lias become a veritable 

nuisance. • 

« 

Mr. SPEAKER ■ I think it would be better to place all your 
grievances to the Committee which is proposed to be* convened verv 
soon. 

the Budget of the government of Bengal 

FOR 1937-38. 

* 

DEMAND FOR CRANT. 

40— Agriculture and 41— Veterinary. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH' Bahadur, of Dacca: 

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move 
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that a sum of Re. 1^,49,000 be granted for expen^ture under the^Peads 
‘‘40— Agriculture” und A ‘41— - Veterinary,” f t 

Sir, afc the time of thWHoitse is very limited in regard to;,tJ*is grant, 

I shall be very briff so as to give -an opportunity to other members to 
speak. The House is aware that tlje time at our disposal is very 
limited and that I have not been able to place any^scheme before this 
Assembly. This budget is more or less a legacy ot the old Govern- 
ment, and I think that the House would not like me to place before 
it ill-conceived schemes which may be defective and may materially 
affect the prosperity' of the people of this Province. (l)r. Sanyal: 

you sleeping? — ) No you might have been — (Dr. Sanyal: But * 
you nTDi JUfrginf money and we WA T e not.); Now, Sij*, I want to go 
into the whole queMwti of the working of this department. As the * 
House is Hwere, d am new to the subject, and. T could not in such a 
short time prepare any scheme until I knew that thoroughly. There- 
fore I have not been able to place any fresh proposals before,; this 
Assembly. *1 quite realise that the grant is hopelessly inadequate. 

In my examination of the department T like to place before this House 
certain aspects which, I think, should ‘be placed before it. One is* 
that this department had nevei had a Fairy ,God Mother as other 
departments have. 1 do not wish to say anything else of the late Gov- 
ernment, *l)ii t it seems to ipe that this" department was never consi- 
dered sympathetically by the previous' Government. When there was 
an economic depression in -this country, a Retrenchment Committee y 
was appointed and the axe fell heavily on this department. Most of 
the retrenchment was in the Agricrtltural Department. Therefore I 
fully realise that this department has not Wen able to serve the purpose 
for which it has been created. That is for the benefit of the cultivators 
who represent 80 per cent, of the population of the Province. Secondly, 
Sir, I wish to tell the House that agricultural education in- this Province 
is absolutely nil. We are in the unfortunate position 1o-day_ that it 
is impossible to find anyone who is. capable of being taken in this 
department with an agricultural knowledge of any kind. We asked 
the Public Sesviee Commission sometime ago ib give us some men for 
the Subordinate Agricultural Service and out of the 29 candidates the 
Commission rejected every one on the grouifd that they had not the 
requisite qualifications. Then, Sir, the condition of Bengal is quite 
different from that prevailing either in the Punjab or anywhere else 
where agricultural education is given to the pttople. Even ''if we have 
to take men from outside they vill not be quite suitable for Bengal, 
because if you take a man from *he Punjab he knows more about cotton 
and wheat but nothing about jute and other crops which concern Bengal 
itself. In answering a question I said the other day that it is my 
desire that we should have men from Bengal taking their proper place 
here. But unfortuiately if nothing is done to impart agricultural 
education to our young men we will have no other alternative but to 
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take^eople from outside, although they will be second rate men. In 
the shme way the department is supposed to give advice and help 
to cultivators*. In regard to that, I must sdy that the department has 
failed, because we have not sufficient demonstrators and other agri- 
culturists who are fit to place facts before cultivators for their benefit. 

On the research side the department has done much and very useful 
work. But it is very unfortunate, that with the research done by the 
department, it is not possible to benefit the cultivators, the reasons for 
which 1 have already stated in the Assembly. I have jtfst formulated 
a comprehensive scheme on which I have had the adyice of experts and 
it is now in the hands of the Finance Minister. I am sorry I ca^ntfT" - *'"* 
give you full details as it has not yet had the sanction of r^n^oifeagues. 

But I must say in this connection that no schiJ?c^«<!anreither be com- 
pletely comprehensive or absolutely correct; I can assure '.you, how- 
ever, on the floor of this House that I will do my utmost for the uplift 
of tfye agriculturists and that although I am a zaminder I am proud 
to say that I am a servant of the public, and as such — (Dr. Sanyal : But 
your zamindary has gone to the Court of Wards.) That might be so, 
but I shall prove later on to my honourable friends where my zemindary 
should go 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I must tell you that you must have 
some respect fpr the ruling of your leader who ruled in my absence that 
running commenls are not permitted. I admit that running comments 
may be sometimes lively and useful but it must not be such as to hamper 
the normal course of debate. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I rise on a point of order. 
The ruling which 1 you gave the other day, applies to the Chief 
Minister and to the Leader of the Opposition. Is it j r our ruling, Sir, 
that it ypplLs to everybody? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It does not apply to thp others, but I think the 
way in which you make running comments in the cou?se of a speech 
creates a disturbance in the mind of the member concerned. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: How is the Chief Minis- 
ter concerned ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal w.r referring to the ruling which I 
gave that the Leader of the House and the Leader of the Opposition 
should not be interrupted while speaking, under any circumstances; 
and Dr. Sanyal’s point is whether he can interrupt anybody else. To 
that my decision was that sometimes reasonable interruption may be 
helpful, but when one goes beyond limits it take^ away all the sweet- 
ness of the proceedings (laughter). 
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v The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Ijet 1 Dr. Sanya^*and 

mysatf try to obstruct each other (laughter). J 


The Hon’ble Napab K. HABIBULLA Bahadur, of Dacca: As 1 

was saying I am a servant of the public and as such a* servant of this 
House. (Hear; hear.) 1 am always prepared to accept, any sugges- 
ion or any formula which, I think; would l)e reasonable and pructi- 
i able for the amelioration of the toiling millions. 1 am prepared to 
accept and incorporate such suggestion in the scheme which 1 have 
already formulated, if the Agriculture Department is to serve the 
purjfbse for which*it has-been created, ?.t\, service to the cultivators, 
then it 73^ lately essential that the* Department should be organised, 
more staff should be v ffK r en to it*and proper facilities for agricultural 
training slfould lib provided. All these are in*\he scheme which I 
have formulated and whi(Ji is now^ before the Finance Department. 

In regar^ to the Veterinary Department, *tbe same, remark allies, 
with greater force because, as you will se£, Sir, the Agricultural 
budget is Its. 10, Go, 000 and the Veterinary budget is Its. 4,84,000, 
t.c ., Its. 15,49,00$. This House' can realise, tlnPt this is a very small 
sum of motley mnd you can not* very well expect the departments to 
work sufficiently well and sufficiently t® the interests of the people 
whom they serve 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may 1 interrupt the 
Hon’ble Minister and point out to liita that the budgeted amount is 
Rs. 11,74,000, of whicl^ the voted amount is Rk. 10,05,000 and the 
non-voted is Rs. 1,09,000, so that does not take tfio amount from the 
Department. * # • 

• 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. HABIBULLA Bahadur, af Dacca T That 
is for the Chittagong Hill Tracts on which this House or myself has 
no voice. 1 am only tryihg to put those matter? on which this House 
has got a voice. As 1 said before, I do not say ttyat I am infallible 
or that my scheme will be absolutely cast-iron; for the benefit of the 
agriculturists at large, as I have said, I am always prepared for any 
member of this House or the outside public to put up sehei&e to me 
which I can assure them will haVfe my earnest cop si derat ion, ?nd - if the 
scheme is practicable, I shall be very pleased to incorporate it in the 
scheme which I have presented to the Finance Department for its 
approval. As I said before, the time is very short, I do not want to 
take up the time of the House in enumerating all the difficulties which 
this Department hasl)een suffering from. I trust that if I have left 
out anything, the lu^i’ble members of the House will forgive me. I 
am sure other members of the House are anxious to speak and I should 
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likeVto hear what they have to say so that with their help, co-opera- 
tion ?nd suggestion I may be able to w;ork the Department foi* the 
development' of the material prosperity 6f the populaticTh of this 
Province. (Applause.,) 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I beg to move that the demand for 
Its. 15,40,000 for Agriculture and Veterinary Departments be reduced 
by Its. 100 in order to discuss the failure of Government jute pro- 
paganda scheme and restriction of jute cultivation by legislation and 
fixing a fair minimum price. 

(The mover was delivering his sjveech in Bengali.) 

As he rapped the table, Mr. Speaker said — 

“Maulvi Sahib, I would ask you not to put your 'hand o'h the table. 
On the lfist day 1 had a bitter experience of it.” 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: (Continued his speech in feengali.) 

(At one stage it appeared that the speaker was,, being helped with 
suggestions by members of his party in connexion with the dividends 
earned by the shareholders in jute companies.) 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Is the member being 
prompted, ,SirP 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
may we know whether the other side of the House take this matter 
as a joke, or are they serious about it ? 

(Cries of “No, No; we take it most seriously” from the Coalition 
Group.) 

(At this stage Maulvi Abdul Hakim reached the time-limit and 
resumed his seat.) 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes. 


( After adjournmert.) 

Mr. C. C. COOPER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am at this disadvantage 
that I could nojt understand the probably specious arguments put for- 
ward by the mover of the cut motion, as his language is not known 
to me. 

The agitation to fix a minimnni price for ji^te started during the 
time of depression when like every one else engaged in trade and 
industry the raivat suffered in being unable to secure a fair price for 
his product. 
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With a return to more normal conditions, the*r„ v «, v Mted 

i n pfiTaimng a full price for his jute, and to-day he is earning a very 
pood profit on his jute, which is more than the jute mills'* are jloing. 

There seems to he a weird and strange idea in the jpinds of some 
people that the jute mills are the oppressors of the raivats. That we 
manipulate the market for our own selfish ends, and do not give the 
raiyat a fair deal. Nothing could be further from the truth. In 
purchasing out raw material, we are largely guided by the state of the 
manufactured goods market, by the ordinary economic laws of supply 
- -miff 1 We may take a view of the market on ordinary every- 
day ou^ess^ lines'* which as businessmen wcj are justified in doing, 
but it must “be ^le^iibered that we are manufacturers, neither 
merchants jior gapihlers. If p.ny manipulation ojf the jute market is 
done, it is done ,bv the professional operators in the Futka, it is not 
done by the mills, as it i$ # not our business to gamble. Presumably 
the underlyiyg idea of the supporters of the motion now under dis-* 
riis-don is to artificially boost up tlte price of jute without any thought 
or consideration of the man\ difficult issues and dangers involved by 
such action. I venture to* remind the supporters of this motion the 
wisdom of Two ‘•very ancient old tags “Make haste slowly” and “Look 
before you leap". 1 do so because mV feelihg is that they are in 
too much of a hurry to leap a formidable jump which thijj; ltave never 
looked at from the landing sitje. 

1 presume the object in wishing to fix a minimum price for jute 
is to enable the ran at s to gain a higher profit than they are earning 
tu-da\ ! If so, the majymum price fixed must he high, and in the 

absence of legislative control of production, the immediate effect 

would he to increase the area sown. On jthis would 'follow the position 
where the raivats would he left with large quantities <rf unsaleable 
jute, because consumers could* not build up stocks at pffces-* which 
were above economic levels. Fnless the Government would he pre- 
pared to take over surplus stocks at the minimum price, the raiyat 

would he no hitter off, probably worse off, tlran he is at present. 

This inevitably would mean the eventual and rapifl collapse of tlte 
scheme. We are convinced that legislative control of production is 
not practicable, and it is our firm conviction that ^ the fixing of a 
minimum price for jute is outsicle the realms of practical politics un- 
less it is hacked up by legislative control of production. Ev&n if this 
dual control he achieved, the scheme would have a brief and doubt- 
less merry existence for a season, and would he followed by most 
disastrous results. The enormous expansion in the use q { jute goods 
since prices fell, points a warning against raising the prices of the 
material too high. Jute is a money crop, and the true alternative in 
the case of restriction must be a money crop also. What has yet to 
be discovered i$ how to control the production of jute so that the 
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raiyaC get a reasonably remunerative price for it without putting the 
price so high that it restricts the outlet *'or jute, or opens the w:.y to 
the competition of substitutes. During the last restriction periods 
the raiyat was given plenty of advice about the growing of rabi crops. 
These crops Were ndt really .substitute (Tops for jute, though by 
utilizing land wby h was otherwise lying fallow, they bad a possibility 
of compensating the raiyats for loss of production on land which was 
thrown out of jute cultivation. 

One cannot get away from the simple economic fact that the price 
of jute like that of any other commodity must ultimately be control led 
by supply and demand. 

There is one big factor which 1 must emplyj^itf'^as Tbe~"fact would 
not appear to be realized by this House. Jute is not a monopoly of 
Bengal. The word “monopoly” is used in a very loose sense when 
talking about jute, and the fact is often lost sight of that the mono- 
poly enjoyed is dependent on a competitive world price. With 
currency and other International 'difficulties, there exists to-day a 
greater incentive than thf're has been in the past to experiment with 
substitutes. Germany is nn example in point in producing substitutes, 
hut Bihar and Assam are active competitors of Bengal in producing 
large quantities of jute) whilst Java seems to he entering the market. 

Any metfslire therefore of Provincial legislation to control the price 
and production of jute in Bengal will he useless unless the provinces 
ol Bihar and Assam can l>e persuaded to work in union with Bengal. 

I ask if it is possible, and I am constrained to reply — No! Under 
the financial arrangements now* in force uii'der the Government of 
India Act, 1M5, jhe more jute which the Provinces of Bihar and 
Assam grow, the more they will benefit from the distribution of the 
receipts of the Jute Export Duties. There is ample evidence that the 
unilateral system of restriction applied to other commodities has 
failed. Take for instance the eases of rubber, tea and coffee. We 
are convinced that any scheme for fixing minimum piices in Bengal 
w r ould be hound to fail because raiyats in other provinces would send 
jute to Bengal to get the benefit of a minimum price, and they -would 
be in the advantageous position of having restriction placed on the 
quantity of jute which they might grow. What then would be the 
position .of the Bengal Government if under the minimum price 
scheme, it had +o take over surplus stocks. It would he impossible 
to trace the origin of the jute, and Government would be over- 
whelmed with the produce of neighbouring provinces. Therefore the 
scheme is utterly impossible as a Provincial undertaking. 

It is difficult to conceive of any organization which could entirely 
prevent a producer from selling or a buyer fronf* buying at below the 
limit price, if it prove profitable to both parties to do $o. 
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Balers, both European and Indian, give out huge advances ameunt- 
g lakhs of rupees Jo enable the Bepary and Fariah tl buy 

ite andrh-ing it in from tfhe interior. In the event of a# fixture of a 
inimum price, these advances would have to cease, as no individual 
tier could accept thl risk of finding himself in the position of having 
e bulk of his capital out in advances and being prevented from 
lying jute! This would be the position the baler would find himself 
, if consumers in Calcutta and overseas by the laws of supply and 
inand were utiable to pay the price fixed. I need not stress the 
ct that the culti\;at&r always needs ready cash. I have said jute 
"T^poney crop, ^t is therefore essential that the raiyat should be 
id cask time of delivery of hi* jute, otherwise ljis plight will 

great. 

These ar£ only • a fefc of the many considerations which would 
nder the operation of any minimum price scheme extremely ^difficult 
perform, there are many tithers which unfortunately I have no tifiie 
enumerate.* I, therefore, oppose ttye motion. • * 

* 

Mr. SPEAKER f I might at this stage say dint I have recehed 
mi the diffcuei&t parties names ftf as many as lft speakers. I think 
? time at our disposal will nip permit me to allow so many speakers 
speak. T liave therefore sheeted the following members who will 
a ak in the order 1 name them. The names are — 

(1) Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, 

(2) Mr. Sasanka Shekhar Sainal, 

(■1) Maulvi Hafizuddin Chowdhury, 

(4) Mr. Debi Prosad Khaitan, # 

i 

(d) Maulvi Aminullah, 

(0) Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, 

(7) Mr. Monmohan Das, / 

(8) Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, and 

(9) Mr. Shah Abdur Rauf. 

after they have spoken aify time remains, I will consider whether 
ball give any further time to other members to speak. * 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUt HUQ: Sir, the time allotted to 

s demand is l'i hours. We, too, would want t« say something on 
s motion. * 


Mr. SPEAKER: Lit us see how it develops. I may tell you that 
m allowing only^six minutes to each speaker. 
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Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 
rise fo support 1 lie cut motion moved 'by ‘my friend MaulvL^ Abdul 
Hakiinb Sir, I think it in hardly necessary to mention here" that I am 
a cultivator myself — cultivator not by birth, not by profession, but 
b\ choice. It* is needless also to mention here that a plot of land 
consisting of 30 bighas is cultivated by me — directly under my 
supervision. So, what I will speak here I will speak from my own 
personal experience, and I hope that the Hon’ble Minister will give 
a sympathetic and reasonable reply to what I will suggest and what 
1 am going to suggest. Sir, I did not agree with* the jute restriction 
propaganda of Government on principle and also 1 did not agree 
with the principle of jute restriction because it waa— -r'nfaucted by 
half-educated, ill-educated, circle officers TTlTo did not know what 
the> had been preaching all the time. Sir, in coming to' my sugges- 
tions to the Hon’ble Minister I will at the outset' say that for the 
benefit of the peasants of Bengal he should bring the Indian Jute 
Mills Assoeiat ion binder the Public Security Act. (Laughter.) This 
Jute Mills Association is a dangerous association, more dangerous 
than the Congress associations or the Communist associations. It is 
dangerous to societ;, , particularly it is dangerous to, the peasants of 
Bengal. This Association is eating* into the very vitals of the 
peasants of Bengal. It I fail to convince the Hon’ble Minister that 
he should “deal with this Association under the Public Security Act, 
then I would request him to declare’ this Association, of which 
Mr. Cooper is a representative here, illegal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ,: 1 take note 'of your 
suggestion . 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY : Mr Cooper while 
speaking ' has suggested about the Fatka Bazar. To my 
mind, Sir, the jute mills . association and the Fatka Bazar are 
twin brothers in regard to their feelings towards the poor cultivators. 
Only one example will show how myself and my elder brother were 
cheated by the Jute Mills Association and their agents and sub- 
agents. Only last year after selling some jute I had about GO maunds 
in stock for sale. My elder brother wrote to me asking my advice as 
to whether it could be sold profitably at that time. The jute market 
of Calcutta then was Rs. 0-4 per maund. But my poor elder brother 
had to sell that GO maunds at Rs. 4 per maund as he was shown one 
telegram sent by some Jbunjhun Wallah or some such person, I do 
not remember the name, and my brother was made to understand by 
the agents that the jute price had fallen down considerably and would 
still fall down. My brother apprehending danger of .4 further loss 
was compelled to sell that GO maunds at Rs. *4 per maund at a time 
when the actual market price was Rs. 6-4. The underlying principle 
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of this jute Fatka Bazar is to mislead people. They send out ty)gu 
tel eg*mjs to their mufasstl agents and the latter show the telegram 
to the market people and to the sellers of jute : they sfey tjttt tin 
price of jute has gone down very considerably and may still go down 
Mufassil people, ignorant as they are ; believing thes* agents am 
sub-agents sell their jute at any price. This organisation, Sir, ii 
there to rob the poor ignorant people, This will not happen if jute ii 
sold at a particular standard price and I entirely agree with mj 
friend Maulvi Abdul Hakim that the price of jute should be fixed a 
Rs. 10 a in nund. I do not care for what Mr. Cooper said about jut < 
b£tn^ imported frqjn Bihar and Orissa or Java.* Let them purchase 
jute from v4j?/)se pla'ces. If the pried is fixt*l, the cultivators am 
sellers of jute will nr,vl'.s cheated. by these agents of the Fatka Baza 
or the Jute*Mills’» Association Or by the aratdtiv&*oi Calcutta. It i: 
only for that reason that we suggest that there should be a §tamlar< 
price fixed and if any association or anj company purchase jute & I 
lower price than the standard fixed, they shouljJ l* 1 penalised. 

(The member having reached the time-linyt resumed his seat.) 

• i ' » 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SA>iYAL: It seem* to me that agrieul 
ture is g going on immediate hunger-strike. This by far tbe great es 
industry of our country has fieen neglected and neglected, till it hai 
reached a point of despair arn^a mere allotment in a spirit of patronage 
without consulting the day to day problems of agricuHuie is nothing 
less than insult added to injury. I cai; understand the indifference o 
previous Governments to the cause of agriculture, but a*Governmen 
flourishing on tbe sufferance of this House the iffajority of whos< 
members are representatives of ryral Bengal to pa s* on merrily will 
the costly administration of law and order with only a # tinkering 
reference to agriculture with a few lakhs is not easily tolerable H i 
not a question of a few lakhs. What is wanted is *a bold policy 
imagination, a definite, even revolutionary change in the angle o 
vision. The HAp’ble the Chief Minister has frequently referred h 
Government’s right angle of vision but I would ask for more, for ; 
straight angle, an angle straight from Dallfousie Square to th 
impoverished and neglected 1»oil of the fields of Bengal. We on th i 
side of the House are accused of being obstructionist, but P assur 
you, Sir, we are not such for the" mere fun of i4. ,We feel •and w« 
realise and the conviction grows sjeadily upon us tha* ail* this pom] 
and splendour of legislatures, all these wise deliberations and debate 
are of no avail to the dumb millions of peasants'by whose names w 
swear and for whom w$ profess to weep. Constructive suggestions ar 
asked for and I may give one and a very simple one. 1 will advis 
the Government to go # to the fields and to clasp the plough in a spiri 
of sympathy and active encouragement. The Hon’ble Financ 
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Minister’s pathetic ffigure behind the plough has become weary and 
exhausted. He cannot wield his smallr machine with any,..* v !^ngth 
and cohjfiden'ee and if Government sincerely desire that a healthy tone 
should be introduced fcnd that new hopes should J>e inspired, I would 
advise the Hdh’ble 'Ministers ;iot to wait at headquarters stations, 
receiving conventional and insincere addresses but to take regular 
excursions tp the rural areas wit’ll a view to inspiring a feeling that 
behind the plough and the ploughman the resources of the State are 
available, that floods need not chill them, that drought*need not scare 
them and that Government are ready and prepared to combat and 
conquer the hostile forces of nature. We have our Collectors, Subdrvi- 
sional Officers, and Circle Officers, our district boards ait^h/cal boards 
and union boards organisation and if we kneChow to use them, these 
men and institution^, • with a little imagination’! aid sure (he lethargy 
and despondency in rural Bengal would be a thing of the past. I would 
, suggest each district and subdivision to ,haVb an agriculture department 
entrusted witli the tdkkmf studying v the peculiar problems of the locality 
with a view to getting appropriate crops at minimum cost and con- 
trolling and regulating the price of them. Cultivation must be 
organised, if necessary forced, on a co-operative basis fo that the crops 
may become a care of.sociefy and not an affair of individuals. 
Similarly, the storing of grains is to be & public concern and marketing 
a State affair. I am not preaching communism. I am still a believer 
in individual ownership, but all the same I do believe that group 
working gives greater strength and efficiency than the strength of in- 
dividuals put together. The executive and administrative officers must 
go about in the \pllages instructing and guiding the tenantry 

(Here the member having reached tin* time-limit resumed li is seat.) 

9 

H/\FIZUDDIN CHOWDHURY; Sir, in support of the 
motion moved by my honourable friend Mr. Abdul Hakim I would like 
to speak a few words. 

Sir, Bengal is, pre-eminently an agricultural province and the wealth 
of Bengal, the stability of its people and its future are intimately 
bound up with the future of its agriculture. The economic prosperity 
of the province 'must therefore be sought through the prosperity of its 
teeming, tillers of the soil. Beside's this, only a great agricultural 
Bengal will allpw' the development of a great industrial Bengal. 

Bengal, Sir, holds a unique position in the world’s market of raw 
materials. Jute is us monopoly. Paddy is grown in abundance and 
a new enterprize has been launched in producing sugarcane as a 
substitute for jute on a vast industrial scale. 

Whatever might be said of her production ‘it is true the land of 
Bengal has lost its productivity for many reasons. ,It is quite up to 
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to the Government to direct its best attention to ^he deteriorate^ con- 
ditiolKi^and and suggest* ways and means of improving it. Bui from 
the budget we can well understand that no serious attempts have been 
proposed to be ma^e in this direction. The establishment of a few 
agricultural farms folding occasional ^exhibitions*, attended by a gay 
city-lights and men about town is no effective method of procedure. 
This is rather a wrong track. * ' ^ 

Sir, the dujnb millions, whom we represent in this Hous'e, should 
not be neglected in {he mariner that they had been in the old. We 
\v^jt the grievance?? of Bengal cultivators in respect of Tenancy Legis- 
lation, education rffid ecoyomie salvation to be redressed immediately. 

In the budget speech the Hon’ble the Finance Minister in the usual 
common-place way has said “.to lift the masses^ from the depth of 
misery, ignoranoe and poverty to. which they* have sunk”. Mere 
sympathetic lip-service is no avail. * 

We find, *Sir, that the/e is an apparent increase of expenditure in' 
the budget under the head “Agriculture”. This is due to items of new 
expenditure amounting to a suyi of Rs.* f.9().p00. If this sum be 
deducted fr^m the total expenditure, we will h^ve a decrease of the 
sum of Rs. 34,000 in what was expended last # vear on this head. So 
the Htm’ble Ministers in chqjrge of Finance and Agriculture Depart- 
ments have shown great apathy towards the agriculturists and agri- 
culture. * „ 

Sir, increased production of crops alone will not help the 
agriculturists. But the minimum price of some of the principal crops 
such as jute and sugarcane should be fixed to improve them financially 

Here I shall illustrate some facts of my district, that is, the district 
of Dinajpur. Sugarcane is one of t lie chief crops that# my district 
produces. The acreage under cultivation in 1935-30 ac^^ding to 
Government report is 40,031 acres in my district, alone, 40 per cent, 
of the whole of Rajshahi Division. 

« 

We have a sugar factory at Sitalganj carrying o^i production on a 
large scale owned by Messrs. Suraj Mai Npgar Mall. Contract** 
are made every year , with the agriculturists in which 
only the agriculturists are liable to * damage for 
non-compliance of the terms and* that no price is fixed at th^ tkne of 
contract. This has sometimes resulted in the arbitrary* fixation of 
sugarcane price on the part of the # mili authorities. There is a district 
agricultural committee for fixing price of sugarcane and the committee 
fixed the price at 4 annas (i pies per maund last year. B"ut in contra- 
vention of the decision of the committee the mill authorities lowered 
down the price 4 

(Here the mgmber having readied the time-limit resumed his seat.) 
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M{. OEBI PR08(AD KHAITAN: I rise to say a few words in the 
course*. of this debate especially because /he* case of sugarca^-?^ the 
United provinces and Bihar has been citecf as a justification for the 
fixing of the minimum* price of jute in this province. Nobody will be 
happier than ime if if were possible to realise a higher price for jute 
and jute products,,, especially in view of the fact that about 90 per cent, 
of the sale proceeds of jute and *ute products come from outside the 
boundaries of India. We get the money from foreign countries and if 
it will ever be possible to realise a higher price for # jute and jute 
products we should all be very happy; but in coKsidering proposals 
for realising higher price we have got to consider* the practicability. 
As I have already said/the example of sugarcane of the'-Ffnted pro- 
vinces and Bihar has been quoted as -a justifidTTlon ; I believe it is not 
known to the memb&rs of this House what the differences are between 
jute and, sugarcane. In the case of sugarcane the whole of that used 
by <»he factories in respect of which the hiinimum price is enforced 
is delivered either aff the factory ggte- or at -the weigh-bridges set up 
by the factory at railway, stations. No portion of that sugarcane is 
bought by or on account, of' the factories in the interior villages from 
the cultivators and transported by merchants or factories o* their own 
account. It is easy for the Inspectors appointed by the Government 
to check the observance of the rule at the few places set’ up by the 
factories for the purpose of buying and taking delivery of sugarcane. 

Another very important factor to be taken into account is that the 
whole of the sugarcane bought is used for the one and the same purpose. 
All the sugaicane goes into the cane crusher and the juice goes into 
the same juice tank and ultimately the juice ‘is evaporated and sugar 
is taken out of it. , But Sir, in the ca^e of jute, different uses are made 
of the different varieties of jute. It is therefore absolutely necessary 
to have rent prices for the different qualities of jute that are used 
by the various 'mills in and outside India. I have in my hand a list 
of the different qualities of jute lliat are grown in Bengal and they num- 
ber over a hundred. <The jute is then purchased not ( at the factories 
nor at the places of the jute dealers but by Farias and Beparies inside 
the villages which are -situated at a thousand different places. The 
quantities of jute that are bought are small in quantity, different in 
quality 'fontainifig a different percentage of moisture, a different per- 
centage cf sands, a different percentage of cuttings and mixed with so 
many other thirgs that it is impossible for any Government however 
strong, be it of United States, be it of Egypt, to be able to check the 
observance of the minimum price rules. Then, Sir, how is it possible 
to fix the same minimum price for the different, places when the cost 
of transport to the main centre Calcutta varies from place to place and 
varies again on account of steamer freight and railway freight? No- 
body can say that the same cost of transport exists from two different 
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places: nobpdy can say that the same price ehqula be paid f<jr the 
aif €*^gt ^%lities of jute». ^or export purposes, jute is assorted into 
different* quantities and ptfcked in pucca bales. One quaiity of jute is 
known as red mark^ another quality of jute first marks and there are 
other qualities as tightenings, heart etc., and toss^daisee and all 
the different varieties of jute go to* complicate the matter further. 


It is not possible that the same price should be paid fbr the best quality 
of jute as for the worst quality. * 


Sir, in the*case of sugarcane, sugarcane growers have been taught 
to grow’ the Coimbatore variety and no factory takes delivery of any 
kT!W w’hich does i*ot belong to the Coimbatore va^etv. It is therefore 
easy in like case of sugarcane to eifforce oife single jniuimum price 
prevailing from the wes:**rn point.of the United Provinces to the eastern 
point of Bihar, in th£ case of jute, different pi^es must be paid for 
different qualities. It myst be reihembered, although there ijre people 
who laugh at the eontentiiM, that if a high price is fixed for jute >here 
will be ovef-cultivation., May. I ^remind thi^ Rouse, Sir, even at a 
price of ’> annas per maund fixed for sugarcane; of what was the result 
about the cultivation of sugarcane in the United Provinces and Bihar Y * 
There w’as«o n^uch over-cultivation that the Governments of the United 
Provinces and Bihar and the people of those twg provinces did not know 
what*to do with the improved variety of sugarcane that was grow’n 
there. They had to reduce the price of sugarcane from annas to as 
low’ as d annas to induce (lie sugar factories to continue* w r ork even 
beyond the season in order that the overoultivated sugarcane might 
even in part be consumed by the stfgar factories. Sir„ w’hat would 
Lappen in the case of jute if there be over-cultivation either in Bengal 
\>r in Bihar or in Assam or in Orissa? As has been pointed out b\ my 
honourable friend Mr. ('ooper, tlie difHoulty woubf be that these pro- 
vinces would gain at tlie cost of our province which will not know 
what to do with the jute for which the minimum pricy haS'ilifen paid. 
If as a result we have to low’er the minimum price that will not benefit 
the cultivators which follows as a matter of course. If we stick to the 
minimum price*that we have fixed, either the Government will have to 
buy the surplus quantity of jute which is left over which w’ill metfti 
crores and crores of rupees for Government, or else the cultivators 
will be left w’ith that quantity of jute to be carried forward to the 
next season and grow’ less jute and thereby earn less money. • 

* , /• 

(The member having reached the time-limit resuiped his seat.) 


Mr. SUREN DR A NATH BISWA8: Sir, I risk to support the motion 
moved by my honourable friend Mr. Abdul Hakim. I cfid not like to 
speak with regard to this motion before I heard the speech of 
Mr. Khaitan. I maf inform this House that Mr. Khaitau, who now 
opposes the control of production of jute by legislation, was one of 
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the member® of the Jute Committee which held its sittings for several 
monthr and submitted two reports, and ^hai the minority rpy&t, to 
which Mr. Kkaitan was a party, approved ol the control of production 
by legislation, of course not immediately but aft#r giving a trial to 
voluntary control. Sfr, the trial f has been given blit has failed. Then 
again, Mr. Khaitap opposes the fixation of the prices of jute. He has 
told the same story as Mr. Cooper has done, that it is not feasible 
to fix the price of jute. Sir, this argument is absolutely untenable. 
I have brought a Jute Bill, which I have given notice bf introducing 
in this Assembly and in which I have dealt with 'all relevant matters. 
J admit that fixation of price cannot be made at once by a stroktTof 
pen. In my Bjll I have provided*, Sir, that fixation of the pwce of jute 
must be preceded by fixation of grades. Mf?HKhaitan says that the 
grades cannot be fitfrd on the ground 'that there ate abotit hundred 
grades of«.jute. But, Sir, 1 may tell the Hopse that all the grades of 
jute **n ay be scientifically^reduced to four grides only. If Mr. Khaitan 
will kindly look to thl report to whiph he was. a party, he &ill find that 
his committee also suggested the fixation of grades in the way in which 
I have done in my Bill. Sif, I will *?efer to that portion only of my 
Bill in which provisions have been made to four grades only of jute, 
namely — top, medium, bottom, and rejection of both Daissee and White 
qualities. I do not know. Sir, how and why Mr. Khaitan has changed 
his opinion 't6-day. 

Then Sft, once the grades are fixed, a formula is not difficult to 
be found to fix the price of jute in order to ensure a minimum return 
to the jute-growers for their labour and expenses in respect of jute. It 
is known to all tht» members of this House that the jute-grower pro- 
duces jute at the ^sacrifice of the span of his life and that jute is 
almost a monopoly of Bengal! But unfortunately for the growers of 
the jute itjs owing to the indifference of the public men of this country 
and to flie shame of the Government that the benefits of monopoly are 
enjoyed only by the manufacturers and traders and not by the jute- 
growers. Sir, I strongly support the view t'hat a minimum price for 
jute can and ought to be fixed. I have provided in my Bill that the 
fixation of price must begin at the bottom on the basis of oO per cent, 
over the costs of production. Once the minimum price for the lowest 
quality of jute is 1 fixed, there would be no difficulty in fixing the mini- 
mum prices of the higher qualities, haVing regard to the world demand 
and the conditior of world trade. Sir, there must be a fixed minimum 
price for the lowest quality of jute so that the jute-growers may get 
some return for their labour. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Khaitan also says that it is not possible to maintain 
the fixed prices of jute and has cited the example of sugarcane in 
Bihar. But I submit that the example of sugarc&ie of Bihar does not 
apply. Because, the production of sugarcane is no{ controlled in 
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Bih ar. If we control the production of jute by Jegislatiou, theye will 
be !t^4jfficulty to maintain *the prices we tix. Then, again, Sir, it is 
said that we cannot contrcfl the production of jute by legislation* without 
putting the jute-gWers to difficulties. But, Sir, if we can show that 
control of production will not be a hardship on*the jci e-growers, they 
•will certainly support the control by legislation. t I shall now show 
bow * 


(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 


r. MONMOHAN DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to .support the 
motion of my fr^id Mi;. Abdul Hakim and in this respect I beg to 
say a verj* few words. Sir, the question of Feslriction,of jute cultiva- 
tion and ot fixing a mfliimum rate for the same i> easily appreciated 
by the cultivators, tfir, I understand that the* present voluntary jute 
restriction propaganda has really affected the poor country; because so 
far as I understand the phopje ot East Bengal, specially the people of 
Mvmensingli, have been specially affected. # Tlle cultivators have 6b 
make jute cultivation in restricted measures according to the direction 
of the local officefs and as a result this year tlufc poor cultivators of the - 
East Bengali l^ave been very much affected; mjt only regarding jute 
crop but also other crops. By the voluntary jute restriction pro- 
pagaAda, T beg to submit, Jt lie poorer section of the cultivators has 
been more affected than the influential section because. Uie influential 
cultivators have much moie access to the local officers, # uniou board 
members, presidents and such other officers who are responsible for 
jute restriction propaganda. $ 

• 

Now regarding Myviensingh, Sir, as a result of jute restriction 
propaganda, most of the cultivators have grown sugarcane but they are 
not getting suitable price. So,* Sir, I ^submit thdt there should be a 
minimum fixed price for the sugarcane as well. I will* also submit, 
Sir, that in the t lianas of Kishoreganj, Hossainpur afffck-^*m*‘b other 
thanas of the distiict, there is ample cultivation of sugarcane but there 
is no mill am| these peojjle are not getting any suitable price. 

(The memlfbr having reached the time-iimft resumed his seat.) 

• 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Maulvi Abdul 
Hakim has raised a question of very vital importance^ before the House 
regarding the fixing of a fair ayd minimum price of jute. No^sermon 
from a chapter of political economy or from the *books of 'account of 
the capitalists can satisfy the hungry, half-naked dumb peasants ot 
Bengal unless this problem, which is involved and involved very 
intimately with the question of dal bhat of the masses, is solved 
radically and effectively. (Hear, hear from the Coalition Party.) The 
importance of the question is really realized by examining critically 
and carefully the ^onomic position of the agriculturists. Sir, the 
main items of ^expenditure of the agriculturists are housing, clothing, 
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foodinp, marriages, ^ents and union rates and contingency chargfes. 
Their ipain source of income is fxom the ^rops they grow, thei&Jrtiing 
jio secondary occupation for them. With the sale-procfeeds of paddy 
and other' minor crops {he agriculturists meet their^exp^sffl £qr food- 
mg, clothing, n^irriages and contingency charges; with jute "they meet 
the rents and union rates. If alter meeting all these any surplus is 
left, it is used for paying their debts and for constructing their houses. 
When the price of jute was high, the economic condition of the agricul- 
turists improved and they could build somewhat good houses for them; 
they bad no arrears on account of taxes and rents/ and their indebted- 
ness diminished to a great extent. With the fall in^the price of jjfte 
their economic condition Jias beev so very deplorable that requires 
, no enumeration^ They cannot now regularlyjav their debts, taxes 
and rents and in meeting their usual expenses with w[iat they get now 
they are compelled to ’further curtail their already low standard of 
living, if we wanf to improve the economic Condition of the peasants 
a, ml flvp agriculturists, we should at once take up this quest, ion in right 
earnest. If we can improve their eotmo'mic condition, we can improve 
t the economic condition of. the province as a whole. We can now 
imagine how the agriculturists and all the classes dependent on them 
have been adversely jftfected by the fall in the price frf' agricultural 
products, especially of jote. . . 

(The menjber having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

i i 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 rise to give my whole- 
hearted support to the motion mtved by Maulvi Abdul Hakim. This 
matter is so much vitally important to the trilling millions of this 
province that 1 neeo not dilate at length on the necessity of fixing a 
minimum price of jilte and on .the necessity of legislation in regard to 
the restriction of jute production. These two things must be done. 
1 wouhbr^v.est the Hon’hle Minister, Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, to 
rise to the height </f the , occasion and to see — as he has 
declared before the House just now that hf is the servant of the 
nation and I would ask* him in all humility — that the peasants who are 
hqlf starved and who do not get two meals a day, should get even the 
cost price of the production of jute, i.e., about Rs. 5 to 6. Now if 
the peasants of Bengal after toilling for *4 or 5 months get only 
Rs. 4 or It for the price of jute, it is not possible for them to maintain 
their family. ( , 

Mr. Cooper lids said that at the time of depression, of course, the 
peasantry of Bengal suffered very much on account of the low price, 
but now the situation* is quite all right. I would ask my friend, 
Mr. Cooper, to go to those places where the jute is produced and to 
see with his own eyes how jute is steeped and how jute is washed. He 
will then realize the terrible difficulties under whtoch the jute growers 
work. In the mills I have seen managers living in beautiful bungalows 
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palacial buildings and they have no idea of the conditions in which 
theNa^ltivators of BengaMiv^ and the, conditions in which they produce 
jute, they steep Wte and* they wash jute. (At this stage Mr. Abdul 
Bari interrupted some whispering remark.) 4 My friend, Mr. Abdul 
Bari, is ve*yt much accustomed to interrupt me. I^lo not feel his 
interruption annoying, but I would remind him that he will have to 
face his constituency in a few days’ time and fender an account 
whether in fact he really tried his level best to get Government to fix 
the price of •jute and restrict the cultivation of jute by legislation. 
(The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawahdy : Hear! hear.) No amount of “Hear, 
haor” from another Minister will do. I would .also tell him: “Hear, 
hear, it is for yo\r also h> remember, that wlipn you go back to consti- 
tuencies outside Calcutt^you will have to face the publfc that you stood 
in opposition to # tke principle, i.e., you did not yant the price of jute 
to be restricted,” Sir, I do not, know much 'about the gradation of 
jute. It is a matter tnt the expert. T would ask my friend, the 
Hon’lble N^walb Bahadur of Dacca, to tell us, 'as to the grading, wlfethtr 
Mr. Khaitan or my friend Mr? Suren dra* Nath Biswas is right. 
Personally speaking I know that there a re a two or three grades and at 
present jute is soli] at Rs. 2 or R<. -I per mauyd. * 1 do not want to inflict 
a lengthyfrpce* h about this. AV I have said I tfould re(]uest my friend 
the Hon’ble Xawab Bahadur pt Dacca to rise tod he height ot the occasion 
and 1o exert his influence to*see that the starving millions and afflicted 
peasants ot Bengal are saved from t he jaws of death amftlie production 
of jute is restricted by legislation and a minimum price fixed. 

Mr. 8HAH ABDUL RAUF: Si f, I rise to oppose *the cut motion 
ot Maulvi Abdul IIak«m. So tar as the jute Restriction scheme i> 
concerned, I was really under the impression that Maulvi Hakim and 
his leader Mr. Shamsuddin Afimed wore the real- benefactors ot the 
tenants, but Sir, that impression of mine lias been removed to-day 
because although they are trying to get popularity* both" 'iMfcide and 
outside this House they are not really doing any good to the culti- 
vators. If yvu go into dhe question of restriction, you will find that 
in order to restrict cultivation of jute certain amount of pressure will 
have to be put on the cultivators; restriction means the restriction*)! 
the liberty of cultivators. My friends of tfie Congress party have 
always cried for removal of the restriction on the liberty of the people 
in every way. But Maulvi Abjlul Hakim wants to restrict fti^ liberty 
of the cultivators. You know very well, Sir,* that the nfoment you 
want to restrict jute cultivation* the people who are Entrusted with the 
duty will tell the cultivators that they have cultivated a bigha or ew 
more than they were allowed and in this way the cultivators will be 
opposed. I an* a member of a union board and I know of a case where 
the President fixed the union rate of a cultivator at Rs. 80 in order U 
teach him a lesson for cultivating more jute than what was allotted tc 
him. If you^want to restrict cultivation of jute you will have t< 
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employ thoroughly honest officers. Where bribery and corruption 
prevail, to the poor cultivators, restriction! will be an engij**? of 
oppression. £t is very easy to fix the price of jute, ^ay, at Rs. 10; it 
is very catching to the imagination of the public; IjM when you adopt 
a scheme you will ha\ie to employ officers who will find enough scope 
to oppress the poor cultivators. 

-Sir, it has been said that restriction will bring good to the culti- 
vators and those who support restriction forget that lands cannot be 
allowed to remain fallow and there must be some substitute crop. So 
far as my district of Rangpur is concerned, 1 know very well that when 
by voluntary propaganda cultivation of jute was restricted to so«e 
extent, some lands remained fallow and in so r me sugarcane yras culti- 
< vated. In Rangpur this year the price of gur ^lolasses) is abnormally 
low and the cultivators are suffering a*lot. If owing to restriction 
less jute is cultivated, where will the cultivators get' money to pay 
their rent 'to landlords or their dues’ ho the , lhahajans ? One member 
has said that if the prjce of jute is fixed, it will bring some money to 
the cultivators, but he is* forgetting ’that jute is not a commodity like 
,rice which can be consumed. If the cultivator undersells, then 
mischievous persons will bring him to the law courts to feed fat the 
ancient grudge they mfght have against him as there are^parfy factions 
in the mufassal villages. 4 Therefore it is not possible to fix the price 
of jute. Suppose for example you fix th0 price at Rs. 10 buyers do 
not buy at that price, the cultivators will not he able to pay their rent 
' and will not 'have anything at all to meet their -other necessities of life 
and underselling will follow. We know that in the months of Bhadra 
and Aswin all flip cultivators sell up then* produce of jute as they can- 
not stock it; they hpve not sufficient money to' pay their rent to the 
landlords, therefore they are compelled to sell it at any price. If you 
really want to gi\c some relief to the cultivators you will have to 
arrange it in shich a way by a co-operative system as to collect the jute 
product St Tome pentre and then by a system of monopoly sell it to 
])undee and other places ut profit* I think, that is the proper way by 
which you can do some ^ood to the poor cultivators. 

(At this stage tlje member having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his? seat.) t 

Mr. PKABHUOAYAL HIMATSINGKA: It is well known that 
the price of an article i;. regulated by the economic law of suppl\- and 
demand and that 4s the reason why the cultivation of jute should he 
regulated. Sir, you will remember that there was a committee whioh 
recommended that the cultivation of jute should be regulated. The 
question was whether it should be regulated by legislation or by 
voluntary propaganda. Voluntary propaganda on the basis of volun- 
tary restriction has been tried and I think it has failed. Therefore the 
question is how to restrict cultivation. It has been admitted that 
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reliction is necessary. Therefore as voluntary proj&ganda has failed 
the #q1v alternative is legislation. In this connection I want touring 
to the notice of f^e House* oi?e important factor which is^affectjng the 
price of jute and tnht is the policy of the purchasers — the big mills and 
others — in the matter of having no grade of jut? fixed. 

Perhaps you are aware, Sir, that there are no standards fixed for 
jute. There is no commodity in this, world which has no quality fixed 
tor it, and this is the only commodity — a most valuable commodity in 
Bengal — that has no quality fixed for the different grades. What is 
necessary is that the 'grades should be fixed, for people ought to know 
whJit they are selling and buying and they should not be at the mercy 
of the buyers. Wh*at the* mills at the# present* moment do is that they 
start with different grades#, such as, 3’s, 4’s, rejection, etc. And just 
after beginning tornnk^ purchases at the start of,ihe season they drop 
the top quality Mid they start with a new lower grade at the bottom. 
The result is that there is*q hidden 'gain in price by forcing tfte sellers 
to deliver jute of a better quality against contracts entered into at the* 
beginning of the season. You wilTbe surprise’] to know the names of 
ihe qualities at th«^ present moment, and lu>w they have been changed. 
The jute mills at one time agreed that the rejection grade would he the 
lowest quality <ff jute that they would purchase. But in one year the 
i eject jpns \vere the top or the*first quality, theif came L R’s, and after 
that N L R’s; that is to say, t*he first quality of jute came Jo he known 
m the market as rejection. The jKilicy of the mills has throughout 
been that they start with buying a particular quality of jute, and in 
the beginning of the season when jute begins to come in, they enter 
into certain contracts for the higher quality of jute, pay a*higher price, 
^hereby inducing the cultivators to bring in more#jute for sale, and 
then suddenly they drop the purchase in that quality and introduce a 
lower quality, and thus force, the cultivators to sell jute at a lower 
price. You know', perhaps, that the difference between different 
qualities in price is about 8 annas per maund, so that if then’s are 
>ay, Rs. (i, then the 4’s are Rs. 5-8, and the Rejections Rs. 5, and so 
<>n. What they do is that4>y dropping the top qyalitv they force down 
the price by 8 affnas. This is a kind of loss that ultimately falls upon 
the cultivators. So, I say people ought to know what they are selling 
and w’hat they are going to fyuy, and there will f>e no trouble as regards 
deliveries and this is a thing -which I think even thp buyers^ cannot 
resist. This is a proposition which they will not be able to dispute 
with reasons. At the present moment sellers -dre* absolutely at the 
mercy of the buyers, most of whc*n are the jute mills*. Therefore, it 
is urgently necessary that the gradings should be fixed, so that the 
people might know what they are selling. , 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before I say 
anything on the motion which has been placed before the House I 
would like to inform the leader of the “rump” section of the Praja 
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Party that the advice which savours of a threat, he has given to^he 
hon’b\e member (Mr. Abdul Bari) that he should express only such 
views as woyld meet with the approbation tff his constituency and the 
people outside this hajl will, I hope, not be accepted by the members 
of this House. ^ We here have met together to see that no section of 
India’s population is oppressed or tyrannised. We have got to come 
to conclusions we' all consider, in whatever wisdom is given to us, as 
likely to serve the best interests of the people outside. I claim that 
the commercial community lias been second to none in the fight for 
India’s freedom. After the lucid and illuminating speech of the 
honourable member from the Indian Chamber of Commerce, I was 
surprised to find that there are people who still believe in the fixation 
of a minimum" price for jute. If we can ijyluce the Cabinet here to 
bring to the public till a huge amount, say about 5 crores, ^with which 
to purchase jute the Cultivator cannot sell even at the minimum price 
then perhaps the scheme might succeed. Otherwise economic forces — 
you (j may laugh at them' as much as you like — will compel sellers as 
well as buyers to break' through the fixation' of any price. Sir, I am 
afraid of the bell of the Secretary. I have got to he necessarily very 
sketchy in giving my arguments. The other point is with regard to 
the restriction of cultivation. Bengal may be able to restrict culti- 
vation even by legislation, but, Sir, jute is also grown in Assam, in 
Bihar, and in Orissa. What are we going to do alxnit this unless we 
enter into a treaty and make this restriction not only provincial but 
also inter-provincial ? ‘The problem is so vast that a very hasty dis- 
cussion of it to-day will not lead us anywhere. It may be that the 
Hon’ble Minister is thinking of having a committee in which the trade, 
the cultivators, and, perhaps, professors of economics will help us to 
come to a decision. That decision will have to be in the best interests 
of the cultivator nftd in the best interests of the province, so that we 
may gather 1 enough income out of this monopoly commodity to help 
educati~::;*\£> help sanitation, and to help the thousand and one problems 
that are facing us to-<)a>, and for which we cannot find a solution, 
because at every turn we are told “There as no money; There is no 
money.” Having said this much, Sir, I should like to draw the atten- 
tion of the Hon’ble Minister as hastily as I can to the fact that 
agriculture alone will hot bring to an end our troubles as a nation. 
(Cries of “Hear, hear” from the Congress and Coalition Benches.) 
We caifnot talk' of democracy and aristocracy, of capitalism and 
socialism; because. Sir, we are still a nation of slaves. Let us, first 
of all, stand erect on our own legs, and then we shall divide ourselves 
into all the claptrap divisions of modern politics. Let us control our 
own destinies. Then! perhaps, the unrealities we see and hear to-day 
may beoome* realities. 

The Hon’ble Minister has not told us, much about his department. 
He has only talked of schemes; schemes which ‘he ha 9 placed before 
his oolleague the Finance Minister which the Finance Minister, in his 
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tuhi, will place before his colleagues in the Cahyiet. I wish he had 
told % us somethin more, 4mt ^ speaking here to-day, Sir, I should like 
to tell him that agriculture? cannot stand by itself. It is l*eing starved. 
Out of 31> crores o\ rupees which it brings inhr the bill it gets only 
Rs. 11,74,000. The percentage is almost infin itesimuV This depart- 
ment, Sir, is the pivot on which the economic life of this province 
turns t 

(The member, having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 


The Hon’ble tiawafr Bahadur K. ,HABIBULLAH, of Dacca: Sir, 

1 shall not have the tirn^Jo reply to all the questions that have been * 
jaised by piembeis of this House, but 1 would, like to say at the 
beginning that tlie rut motion moved b\ Maulvi Abdul Hakim may he 
divided into three parts Veall\, vi (1) 'failure of Government jute 
propaganda ^cheme, (2) restriction of jute cult ivjition by legislation** 
and (3) fixing a fair minimum j>iit*e. As far 'as I lia\e been able to 
understand him, fqr he spoke in Bengali, he Maid that the jute restric- 
tion scheme of Government has been a failure .for the reason that people 
have been fravelling about on railways and getting fat allowances and 
doing jiothjng in regard to the jute restriction Scheme at all. I would 
here refer to the fact that the present Speaker of this Ho,u#u», who was 
then in this Council, was a^so a party to that scheme. (There were 
interruptions from Congress members.) T request. Sir, that 1 may not 
be interrupted by the other side when I^im speaking. In this connexion 
1 would like to place before Maulvi Abdul llakim certain figures which, 
jvould show that what he has said is absolutely inccfl'reet. Tn the first 
year of re?»ti id ion in Bengal there were 430,000 wres under rultiva- 
tion ; in the second \ear 162, (MM) acres; and in the third year 234,000. 
The reduction in stock in the first year was about 2,200,0#* £ bales; 
in the second \enr it was 1,000,000; and for the third yf*ar the figure is 
not yet known. In this connexion T might say that on account of jute 
restriction prief*^ have gone up: in 1933-‘»4 the^average price of jute 
was Rs. 4-3 per maund; in 1034-35 it was Rs. 1-12 ; # in 1035-36 it wa$ 
Rs. 5-15 and in 1036-37 it was Rs. 5-12. What I would like to say is 
this, the jute restriction scht*me was not started by the piesent Govern- 
ment, but it is a legacy of the late Go\ eminent, and to mo^ a cut 
motion by way of censuring the present Governmeni is 1 do flot think 
fair or just. Secondly, regarding the restriction of jute cultivation by 
legislation, 1 would like to ]>oint out to honourable members here that 
in the last Bengal Legislative Council this question was taken up and 
was rejected b\y 4S t^r LS. Subsequently, again, there was another 
resolution of the same character in the same Council, and that, too, was 
also rejected. Being tnerely a layman 1 have only to go on the papers 
which are put ujr to me, and on the facts which had happened before/ 

36 
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Now, the most important question is the question of fixyng a fair rarfhf- 
mum price „f or jute. 1 shall say atThe^verv outset ihat I have* the 
fullest Sympathy for the proposal of the ni(fver, amfrl can assure him 
lliat I ani prepared tv* accept it if it is practicable. (Laughter.) 
instead of laughing/ Sir, I hope my friends opposite will hear me. 
As T have said already I am a layman. I have had to go through a 
mass of papers and I am sorry, S;r, that T have not been able to fully 
digest them. The facts, as far as I have been able to gather from 
these papers, are that an inquiry committee on the problem of jute was 
formed by the last Bengal Legislative Council, and, all the membeis — 
both the majority and the minority — said that it wan an impracticable 
scheme. Further, the jhass of papers and expert advice aie against 
1 liis proposal. You may very well say that if^as so because the system 
of Government was 'different . The advice tendered by that' committee 
may hav# been right or may have been wypng: I cannot pronounce 
jud&conent upon it, being a layman. Therefore, at present, as far as 
1 haVe been able to father the facets that have been placed before me 
show that the scheme is impracticable. Sir, 1 want to make the posi- 
tion clear. The Hoiisr.* is well aware *4hat theie is a' Central .Tute Com- 
mittee which is already going into this question. and, 1 ami prepared 
to write to them and dnform them that the members of this House 
desire that as early as possible we shouhbeome to the question of fixing 
the minimum* price of jute and ask for their advice if that is practicable 
because T Giink they are the best persons to be referred to. As some 
of my friends on the other side said jute is grown not only in Bengal 
but also in Bihar, Orissa, and rfther places and the Central Committee 
will be in a hettey position to say if it is possible to co-ordinate and 
make laws which will have equal effect in other provinces. 

The position of Government is absolutely clear with regard to the 
issue TtoYed' bv, the discussion of the motion. I may say at once that 
nothing is dearer to my heart than the amelioration of the condition 
of the peasantry of Bengal whose servant 1 diave a 1 wavs been and shall 
always be and for whose sake 1 am prepared to make' any sacrifice. I 
am a zemindar by birth 

Mr.°SYED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: I rise on a point of 
•rder, Sir. Is the IfmTble Minister in order in saying that even as a 
zemindar he is prepared to make all sacrifices? 


Ml*. SPEAKER: I am sorry I cannot tolerate this sort of frivolous 
objection in the garb of a point of order. I known perfectly well* and 
you realise it yourself that it is not a point of order aj[ all.. 
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Nawab Bahadur K. HABIBULtAH, of Dacca: 

Mv friend who\as already spoken — is he not a ifemindar himself P 

\ 

Mr. SIBNATHMlANERJEE: Sir, we are laymen in tliifc House 
tin d the Hon’ble Minister himself admits that he is p layman also. 
\Ve do not sometimes understand Mr. Speaker what is a point of order 
and what is not. If it is not a point ot order he should be told so and 
not snubbed. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y think one who is so ignorant might remain silent 
and follow the lea del of tlie opposition in this matter. 

• * • • 

Mr. SIBNATH BANFSJEE: My submission to \ou* Sir, is that if 
it is not a point o£ ord^r * . .» 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr* * Sibnath* Banerjee, every gentleman ^nd 
lady in this«IIouse is endowed with commonsen^e to understand ther 
scope of a simple point of order, and I do thipk that Mr. Hasan Ali 
and yourself have ..that amount of ronimonsfrnse^ I am not going to 
withdraw a # word from what I said and I stand lor it. Mr. Hasan Ali 

himself knows and realises that it is not a point of ordei . 

• * 

• * 

A voice: Is there any necessity for introducing a. xenundar or 
taluk da r into this discussion 'i 

Mr. SPEAKER: It 1 may frankly May so, in this Houje so much is 
being spoken of exploitation by one party or another, I think the 
Nawab Bahadur can veiy well claim to say what he is and what he is 
not. 

Mr. SYED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY : What 1 ivantea^ guy 
is that the Hon’ble Ministei said that «he was* prepared to make any 
sacrifice. I wanted to draw your attention to th$ fact that it was not 
lelevant to the iftotion under discussion. , 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your personal explanation is as bad as your 
original j>oint of order. You know perfectly well that as a matter of 
fact the Nawab Bahadur was n*?arly concluding^ his speech .and you 
had not heard what he was going to submit in conclusion? I believe 
that everybody will admit that a preliminary statement can never be 
the criterion in deciding whether the point is atkmissible or not until 
the arguments develop or its conclusion has lieen heard. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur K. HABIBULLAH, of Dacca: 

T aln a zemindar by birth but a peasant at heart and I have always made 
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it my sacred dutjr to follow in the footsteps of my forefathers' tq.«giVe 
up all that 1 possess ii order to improve the lo£ not merely of the peasant 
but the toil^pg millions of Bengal. I hop# I cany4efer with some 
amount ’of legitimate t pride to the vast amount dk money which my 
Jorefatliers spejit generously for works of public utility and benefit cal- 
culated to improve the condition of all classes of the people in Bengal, 
ll would be a calumny to suggest^that I am false to the tradition of my 
family. I can give a solemn assurance here and now that if anj 
scheme is prepared which will definitely tend to the improvement of 
I he Projas I shall try my best to implement it as* a f Government policy 
to the last days of my life. # 

As for the fixation oi a minimum price of jute, I can only say that 
I shall be ready to accept it as a part of my policy provided a workable 
scheme is put forward which Government can pursue without violating 
the laws'uf politie&l economy and without upsetting other schemes which 
t are # Hilso intended to benefit all classes of the community. At the pie- 
sent moment a large literature ha*, accumulated over the question of 
the fixation of a minimum price of jute. I frankly confess that 
I have not had time tfi go through all 1 this mass of literature. I believe 
also that the \ast majority of the members of this HVnise u who are as 
new to the work of legislation as I am myself to the duties of my 
office, have not had time to yead this literature and to form decided 
opinion on the various aspects of the question. 1 therefore earnestly 
request all mv friends and all sections of the House to calmly consider 
ljie question and if they can put forward a workable scheme 1 promise 
on behalf of 9 Government that 1 shall accept it and provide money to 
carry it into effect as earls as practicable. The only condition I noyv 
imiHjse is that it should be a workable scheme arrived at and decided 
on a consideration of all points of view and be absolutely workable in 

practice * . 

• 

As regards the motion itself it seeks to pass a vote of censure on 
i Government for something which has not been done. Lean only remind 
the House that we are not responsible for the sins of "omission or com- 
amission of the members of the past Government. As for ourselves we 
are ready to consider all schemes on their merits and once again I 
repeal ^tliat it on this question a workable scheme is put forward I 
shall, lie ready to accept it. On thi$ assurance I hope the honourable 
mover will, withdraw his motion. 


Mr. SI&NATH BANERJEEs Sir, last time \ou told us that after 
the Hou’ble Nawab Bahadur spoke members oh this side of the House 
would be given an opportunity to express thei^ opinion. Is not that 
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'mtTsPEAI&R! I am porry you entirely misinJderstood me. ^ There 
cannot be a cros\debate gft^r the Hon’ble Minister ha.^ replied. It 
is only by courtesyVthat I always allow the Leader of the IT<5use and 
the Leader of the Opposition whenever they so desire io address the 
Jlouse. That is only as a matter of courtesy, and that is why T called 
upon Mr. Lazlul Huq to speak. Tf you think that life statement made 
bv the "Nawab Bahadur or for that matter bv any Minister is unsatis- 
factory, you c#n record your opinion by calling a division and going 
into the lobby. I cacinot force any Hon’ble Minister to gave his reply 
in particular manner. Tf there is an important point which a member - 
wants to raise on 1/ehalf rtf a party I*al\vavs give him the latitude of 
speaking after the Hon’ bki* Minister has spoken. I will do so so long 
as it is raided on # behajf of a party. But in thi«» particular case the 
debate has to be -closed within a given time, so 1 cannot allyw every 
member to ask for information because the trend might he for the ijther 
249 member* to want moie information. Then ihc4e will be no ciof 
to it. $ 

•* . # • 

The Hobble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: S*ir, ill you permit me to 
address the House in Bengali? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid 1 ha\e 1o go h\ the niles*. 1 cannot 
allow \ou to do that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I find that alpng with the 
restriction of jute there iy going to be restriction of freedom of speech. 

* I would not have said anything but for certain remarks which have 
been made by one or two speakers and the challenge that has been 
thrown out to the members of this side by my fiiend Mr. £>hamsuddin 
Ahmed. Before I come to Mr. Nhamsuddin’s threat «to Mr.^Abdul 
Bari, 1 will briefly summaiise the reasons why (Government cannot here 
and now declaim that it is (Tithin practical politic to fix the minimum 
price of jute. In the first place it is admitted that there are different 
varieties of jute and I will show that you cannot, fix. the minimum price* 
f oi the different varieties of *ute any more than you can by legislation 
fix the minimum fee of lawyers. The second point *is that, jute is 
grown in other places and if you fix the minimum, say, at Bs* 10 per 
maund, other places will he at an advantage, amievep if # you put a 
lestriction on the import or restrict the coming into Bengal of jute 
from* outside, there is nothing to prevent the buyers from going to 
those advantageous places and purchasing jute at a lowet* price than 
that prevailing in Bengal. Thirdly, it must be remembered that jute 
is valuable on account its low price which enables the purchasers to 
utilise it for certain work and merchandise for which highly priced 
articles are not suitable. 
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Nojf having saiA all this I was saying f that yoycannot fix, the 
minimuai pripe of jute any more than yo\i c$n fix the/minimum fee for 
lawyers.' I may mention an incident which happ^ied to me im the 
course of iny professional career about 30 year& ago. 1 Was then 
a junior pleader at Barisal and Ut that time the fees of pleaders went 
down so lamentably low that we the juniors could not command even 
a fee of Rs. 5 a day. We decidecf that a minimum fee should be fixed 
for a lawyer and that it should be Rs. 50 a day. We thought that the 
golden days of prosperity would dawn upon us from that, day onward. 
Unfortunately we were soon disillusioned as we found senior pleaders 
beginning to accept briefs at Rs.* 50 and nobody would come to us, the 
juniors. The result was that we had 1o remain satisfied with Rs. 5 
a day, a fee that we®jvere earning before. The. /Mine* thing will happen 
to your jute. There are three kinds of jute and you* cannot sell them 
at affixed price which sh.ould not be less than Rs. 10 per maund. May 
'{ remind you of & Bengali proverb “where irmri and mi an are of the 
same price.” T will ask my friends whether it is not the same way that 
it is not possible to % the same price for ghee and* oil. If you legis- 
late that either ghee^or oil should be, sold at less than 8 apnas a seer, 
even body who wanted to purchase oil will buy ghee and not the 
oil. A similar thing will happen if you'dndiscriminately fix the value 
of jute at Rs: 10 a maund for All kinds of jute. 

Before # I come to the other point, nuty 1 point out to this House 
that it was extremely injudicious, if nothing worse, on the part of 
the mover oft the motion to ref£r to the Speaker as to what he did in 
the days when he, was a member of Government 1 am glad to be 
aide to tell the House that the charge levelled against you, the Speakef, 
utterly groundless. The Speaker never in the course of his tour 
toured in saloons; he went on single tickets and personal tickets and 
I am authorised to tell the House that in the course of that tour 
extending over one and half months he was out of pocket to the tune 
of about Rs. 500. , * 

I now come to one or two other points. My friend Mr. Shamsuddin 
Ahmed has held out a threat to Maulvi Abdul B|tri that when he goes 
back to his own constituency he will feel the consequences. 

* ' 

Mr. blJAMSUSDIN AHMED: I did not hold out any threat to 
Maulvi Abdul Bari . » 

The Hovfble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a threat and a direct 
threat and this is not the first time that threats are being held out to 
members on this side who support the Government. I wish to make 
it clear here and now and I wish to tell my friend Mr. Shamsuddin 
Ahmed that it was a clear threat that ha held out *to Maulvi Abdul 



1937 . } 


* DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


871 . 


RarTTffat he v^toild feel the consequences of his vot^ when he went back 
.to h*s constituency . * , • 

Let me tell Mr/^hamsuddin Ahmed here and now that*he is not the 
keeper of the conscience of the rural constituency of Bengal. We also 

jtflow (A voice: Is that a threat?) It may *be a threat but 

it is a counter-threat. We also know how to carry on propaganda and 
I know how attempts have been mAde during the past few days to 
hold us up to # scorn and lidicule, members on this side of the House 
who supported the Government on that motion of Maulvi Abdul Hakim 
about reduction of rent. -Now, Sir, if T may be permitted to return 
to that question, Kaulvi Abdul Hakiiji suggested that there should he 
immediate reduction of rejit and he advocated the cut motion. The 
supix)rters of Government on t # his side knew what the implication of 
that cut motion were and they opposed that mdfion. On that propa- 
ganda has been carried tin in the country saying that tlu^e would 
have been reduction but for the fact that 112 members voted for thu 
Government (shame, shalnet. Tt Is false pnfpaganda and 1 submit, 

Sir, I will never allow false propaganda — — • 

•• * • 

(There was an uproar and several members j ose in their seats on 
points of order*) 


• * , 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, Order. It* any point of order is to l>e 
raised, I hope that there shoijd not he a simultaneous outburst of shouts 
on all sides. I am quite prepared 1o hear all points of order but they 
should be in appropriate time. 


Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU : On a point erf order, Sir. Is it 
permissible for the Hon’ble Chief ^Minister of the Government of Bengal 
to reply to propaganda carried on againsl his party in hi^ capacity of 
Chief Minister from his place in the House on a mot ion^wit)^ regard 
to the fixation of minimum price of jute? Sir, I anf demanding on 
behalf of this side of the House a rulirig from the Chair on this most 
vital question ;Tnd T hope,^>ir, you will he pleased to give us a ruling 
which we are asking from you. * m 

• • 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, do not give indulgence to the Chief 
Minister. * • 

• t 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Banerji, I will a*k vifcrto^ withdraw your 
remark. You ou^ht to know how to address the Speaker. This is n 
reflection against the Chair. 

(A voice: What did he say?) 

% 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Banerji said that I was giving indulgence to 
the Chief Minister. ^ am sorry I will have the painful necessity of 
taking steps in 4he matter # if you do it again, Mr. Banerji. 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I withdraw my remark, hrx I wanton to 

submit ta you that the Hon’ble Chief Ministers taking/4dvantage of his 
position*^ Sir, you ruled that whenever the Hon’ble /?hief Minister Was 
speaking nobody should interfere, but what we feel to-day 

# * 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is quite alright, but you were making a reflec- 
tion that T am giving indulgence to one speaker. I hope you know the 
import of the word “indulgence”. < 

Mr. Basu, I am not very clear in my mind as 'to what you want 
from me. After all you realise that a }x>int t of or(]ei must necessarily 
be a point of Jaw or practice or convention. 1 would like to know 
specifically what is your point of order. 

^Jr, SVVNTOSH KUMAR BASU: The point on which I am asking 
for your decision, Sir, is this: Is it open to the Chief Mmister of the 
Government of Bengal from his place' in this House as the Leader of 
the House to defend the pc'siJ ion of liis own party, tjiat is the Coalition 
laity, and attack another party which carried on pro^iagapdu against 
the Coalition Party outside the House? That was the definite' point 
which my hon’hle friend the Chief Minister lias raised before* yom in his 
speech and he, has left very pair.ful impression on this side of the House 
by the manner in which he yvas delivering his s}>eooh. M$y I in this 
connection draw your attention to Rule 12 at page 5 of the Rules and 
Standing Orders : — ( 

“This matter of every speech must he strictly relevant to t lie 
matter before the Council. 

“A member while speaking must not refer to any matter of fact 
o*. which a judicial decision is pending; 

c 

and so on.” , 

Now the question is Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmad might diave uttered a 
threat to which no objection was taken at the time. Tf objection had 
been taken and a point of order had been raised, I think, Sir, you 
would he the first person to rule Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmad out of order if 
his speech yvas irrelevant. That does not mean that the Chief 
Minister Vhen he *f.v#ke on a matter yvhich yvas not relevant could not 
bo called to order, and I submit, Sir, that is clearly out of order to 
utilise his position as Chief Minister. 

« 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr Bose’s point of order may 
be further extended not only to the Chief Minister but to every member 
of the House. 
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Mff'SPEAtUER : I have got absolutely dear out views on the que 9 - 
tion*as to how \ debate should be conducted in /this House. J have 
already said moriNthan onfce \hat it would be desirable i| members of 
this House approached all questions from the # point of vitAv of a 
member of the House forgetting for the time being that* they belong to 
this parfy or that party. I also hope that members will realize the 
gravity of the position which they are creating. l 7 ntortunately, there 
have been occasions when members have brought in the names of parties 
in a manner w^ricli required a reply from other side. Mr. Shamsuddin 
Ahmad did say ce^trfin things about Mr. Abdul Dari’s facing his con- 
stituency or something to that effect. 1 could* not possibly rule him * 
out because every member has freedom of speech to say to another 
member who does not agrt'e witlj him that the day of reckoning is * 
coming, ifltid 1 think it was a 'perfectly relevant, «i ml legitimate state- 
ment on the part of Mr. Shamsuddin Almiad. Rut if the dav of 
reckoning is mentioned b>*Mr. Shamsuddin qn one side and if o> the 
other, the day of judgment is .referred to by # the Thief Minister T 
think t hat also could legitimately be done. .Rut 1 hope it w ill l>e 
realised that anything which is iq the nature ul* party decision should # 
not he given oyt, but wb(*n a member of a jhirt^ or a particular party 
is attacked by another section of the House, 1 think it is only fair that 
1 should give an opportunity Jo the other party to vindicate their posi- 
tion. But T must say that the reference to parties and* reference to 
communities is coming to sufdi a pass that even though it ij not out of g 
order, I would appeal to Ihe members of the House to desist from it. 

As T say I cannot rule him out but I make this appeal mV he interest of 
good debate in the Hou^e. 


Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: .Sir, t lief e. is only one point 
on which we want vour very clear ruling. While speaking on one cut 
motion regarding restriction of jute, is any member or flic leader of 
the House entitled to bring in what % happened either in this House 
or outside witji regard to smother motion which took place about two 
or three days a*o. But you have not said anything on that point. 


Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Gupta, you are a laVyer \ ourself and I was 
a lawyer too and you surely reineml>er the dictum of a very famous 
jurist that there is hardly anything which cannot be made refevant by 
an astute lawyer. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, Sir. 
You gave a ruling that the Leader of the House and the Leader of the 
Opposition were not t$> be interrupted while speaking. Fortified by this 
ruling df yours, Sir, when the Leader of the House was speaking and 
had obviously the advantage of the last word, would not it be reason- 
able to expect ^hat the House should get your protection in this that 
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when the Leader of the House speaks he speaks in a 
himself strictly to points of relevance and confining ] 
points which, do not give any provocation. * / 
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inner conSSing 
Lself strictly to 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, ordqr. I would say that if you want any 
ruling on the subject, it is this: that there should be no interruption 
on the part of anybody to anybody, but, as I have said, there are 
interruptions which are healthy and it is with a view to provide facilities 
for that and with a view that the debate may not be dull and absolutely 
death-like, that T have ruled that only so far as these two gentlemen 

* are concerned, they shUuhfbe given uninterrupted hiring. As regards 

how they shoul/J conduct* themselves, it is not for me to say. Tt is a 

question of fact. Lnless it is a * question of a point of order. 

I cannot say how* '.either the Leader of' the House or the 
Leader the (Opposition should conduct their debate. Thev 

are ^responsible men a ml on them lie? fhe responsibility of dis- 

charging their duties' in their respective places and T tTi ink T can 
legitimately rely upon their sense of responsibility. But if you want 

* my ruling definitely, d should say that* there should be no interrup- 
tions from anybody. < ■ « r 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, T will now come to 
the cut motion itself, as I find that acrimonious discussions are going to 
’ arise. The* motion itself, as has been pointed out by the Minister iu 
charge, can be divided into three parts: failure of Government regard- 
ing jute propaganda scheme, tlfe restriction of jute cultivation by 
legislation and fixiikg a fair minimum price. *As regards the first two, 
points, Government are committed to a certain policy as regards propa- 
ganda for jute restriction and the present Government proposes to 
continue thn{ |K>licy. As regards the fixing of a fair minimum price, 
we have not been able to discover any practical means of doing so but 
if any method is suggested which is practicable and which can be 
adopted without upsetting all economic laws, Governn^nt would only 
be too glad to accept that suggestion and fix a minimum price for jute 
Ifi these circumstances, ,-Sir, it will appear clear that the policy which 
Government projxises to follow is in no way#rontrarv to what the mover 
of the motion wants to impress u]>on the members of this House. With 
these fow^words T would like, if the motion is pressed to a division, to 
appose this motipn. ** f 


Mr. SPEAKER: V can quite understand the heat which tempered 
the debate 1 — T am just informed that the cooling plant has failed. 
(Laughter.) 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Hakim was thei put and a Division 
claimed. 



1937.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. , 


875 


■^tiile thejKvision bell was ringing Mr. Surenrfra Mohan Maitra 
diw the attention of the Hon’ble Speaker to the e /in duet of Mr. £>ahab- 
uddin who was standing at the south door of the Chamber. * 

The Speaker then asked Mr. Sahabuddin not* to stand in the way 
of anybody. • • 

A Division was then taken with the following result: — 


Abdul Hakim, Mauivi. • 

AMal Jabbar Palwan, Mr. 0d. 

Abdul Ma|id, Mqulvi. * 

Abdul Wahad, Mauivi. 

Abu Hussain Sarkar, Mauivi. 

Abul Fazl, Mr. H|d. # 

Aftab Ali, Mr. 

Atimuddin Ahmad, Mr. * 

Bansrji, Mr. P. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
Banorjto, Mr. Sibifah. 

Bannarjoo, Mr. Manoranjan. 

Baau, Mr. Santosh Kumar. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Qobinda Chaffulra. 
Biswat, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Biswas, Mr. Surfndra flhth. 

Boss, Mr. Sarat Chandra. 
Ghakrahtrty, Bqbu Narandra Narayai 
Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Chattopadhyay, Babu Haripada. 

Das, Babu Mahim Chandra. 

Das, Babu Radhanath. 

Das Bupta, Babu Khagandra Nath. 
Das Bupta, Dr. <1. M. 

Das Bupta, Mr. Narandra Nath. 
Datta, Mr. Dhlrandra Nath. 

• Dolui, Mr. Narandra. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Dutta Bupta, Miss Mira. 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharandu. 
Emdadul Haqua, Kazi. 

Fazlur Rahman Muktaar, Mr. 

Qbasa, Mr. Atul Krishna. 

Biasuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Bupta, Mr. Jogosh Chgndra. 

Bupta, Mr. J. N. 9 
Hasan Ali Chawdhury, Mr. 8yad. 


Himatsingka, Mr. prabhudayal. 
Jalaluddin Hashamy, Mr. 8yad. 

Jonah AH Majumdar, Mauivi. 

‘Khan, Mr. Babandra tail. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra.* 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Maiti, Mr. NikupV* Bahari. 

Maitra, Mr. Surandra Mohan. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Ham&prova. 

Mazumdar, Air. Birandra Nath. 

Mai, Mr. Itwar Cjiandra. 

Mandal, Mr.fogsndra Nath. 
Maniruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Masud Ali ( Khan Panni, Mauivi. 

Mukerji, Mr. Dh^andra Narayan. 
Mukhsrjaa, Mr. B. 

Muloharjas, Dt. Sharat Chandra. 

Mullick, Sri j ut Ashutosh. 

Ndskar, Mr. Ham Chandra. , • 
Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. 

Ramlzuddin Ahmad, Mr. t 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrisha. 

•Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Kishori Pati. 

Roy, Mr. ManmathwNath. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 

Baikal, Mr. 8asankh Sakhar. 

San, Babu Nagandra Math. 

Shahadall, Mr. * 

Shamsuddin Ahmad, Mr. M. * 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bfcusan. 
lur, Mr. Hamndra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Zaman, Mr. Aa M. A. 


Abdul Bari, Mauivi. 

Abdul MaBz Mia, Mr. 

Abdul Maktom, Mr. 

Abal Hakim Vikrampur, Mr. Md.— 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdal Jabbar, Mauivi. 

Abdul Kador, Mr. 

Abdal Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Latlf Biswas, Mauivi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. tyod. 

Abdal Wahab Kb an Mr. 

AbdaHa-al Mabmood, Mr. 

Abdar Rahman, Khad*Bahadar A. F. <|. 


NOE8. 

• • 

Abdur Rahman Biddlql, Mr. # 

Abdur Rasbsod^Miyvi Md. o 
Abdur Rauf, Khan SahiJ Mauivi I. 

Abdur Rauf. Mr. Ibah. 

Abdus Shabtod, Mauivi Md. 

Abidur Roza Ohowdhury, Khan Bahadur. 

Abul Haahlm, Mauivi. a 
Abul Hosain, Mr. Ahmad. 

Abul Quasom, Mauivi. 

Aobaryya Cboudhury, Maharaja laabi Kanta of 
Muktagaeba, Mymaoslngb. 

Aftab All, Mr. 

Aftab Hosain Juardar, Mauivi. 
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Akmid, AH, Khan Sahib Milana Enayatpari. 
Ahmad AH Mridha, Maulvi. \ 

Ahmad Ho«ln, Mr. 1 

Aifazuddin Ahmad, {than Bahadur. 

Amir AH, Md, Mia. 

Aihrafalf, Mr. M. 

Auiad Hossain Khan, Maulvi. ♦ 

Azhar All, Maulvi. 

Bannarman, Mr. H. C. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Babu Pramhari. 

Barma, Mr. PuipaJIt. 

Barman, Babu llpandra Nath. 

Biiwai, Babu Lakihmi Narayan. 

Braihar, Mr. F. C. 

Campball, 8lr George. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cooper, Mr. 0. Q. f 

♦ Grotflild, Mr. L. M. 

Daa, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Dai, Mr. Kfrft Bhutan. 

Dai, Mr. Monmohan. 

Dan, Babu DaCindra Nath. 

Edbar, **r. Upandranath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. I 
Farhut Bano Khanam, Begum. 

Fazlul Huq, the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 

* Fazlul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulyj. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. 

Ferguion, Mr. R. H. « 

Qammatar, Mr. E. 0. 

Gomel, Mr. 8. A. 1 

Qurung, Mr. Damber Singh. 

Habibullah, the H<?n”)le Nawab Bahadur K., 'of 
Dacea. 

• Haflzuddin ChowdOury, Maulvi. 

Hamiuddin Chowdhury, Maulvi. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Haianuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Haiham All Khan, Khan Bahadur. 

Haiina Murihed, Mrs. * 

Maternally Jamadar, Khan Sahib. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogeri. h ' 

Hendry, Mr. David. 

Iipahanl, Mr. M. A.‘h. 

Jailmuddin Ahmed, #ir. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan fthib. 

Khaltan, Mr. Debi Proiad. 

MacLauchlan, Mr. C. 8. 

Maflzuddin Ahmed, Dr. 

Mallzuddin Chowdhury, Maulyj. 





Mahtab, Maharajkumar Udtf 
Mandal, M{. Amrita Lai.. 

Manual, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mflet, Mr. C. W. 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Moilem Ali Mo'lah, Maulvi. 

Mozammel Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Sahib Maulvi Syad. 
Muhammad Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Muhammad lihaque, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Siddique, Dr. 8yed. 

Muhammad 8olaiman, Mr. 

Mullick, the Hon’bh. Mr. Mukunda Behary. 

Muliick, Mr. Pulin Belftry. 

Muiharruff Hoitain, thv Hon'ble Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur/ ' 


Muitagatwal Haque, Mr. Syed. 

, Muitufa tt\ Dewan Sahib, Mr. 

Nardy, the Ifon’ble Maharaja 8>.ii Chandra, of 
Kaiimbazar. 

Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nausher tyi, the Hon’ble Maulvi 8yed. 

Nazinuddin, the Hon’ble Khwaj^ Sir. 

Ni/nmo, Mr.„T. B. 

Patton, Mr. W. C. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 
ftalkat, the Hon’ble Mf.'prasanna Deb. 

RaJIbuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. f 
Ray Choudhury, Mr. BirendVa Kiihore. 

Roy, Babu Patiram. 

Roy fne Hon'ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh.* 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kihirod Chandra. 

Sadaruijlin Ahmed, Mr. 

Saflruddin Ahmad, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarkar, the Hon'ble Mr. Naiini Ranjan. 

8anoon, Mr. R. M. 

Sen, Rai BahAur Jogeth Chandra. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

8ingha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

8irdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

8teven, Mr. j. W. R. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 

Tapuriah, Rai Bahadur Moongtu Lall 
Toffel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. t 
West, Mrs. Ellen. • 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Defore I announce the result of the Division I 
would like to consult the different sections of the House and the Leader 
of the House as to whether in view of "the fact that the cooling plant 
has failed it , would *Tu)t he preferable to adjourn the House to-day. 
We can add one hour to to-morrow’s sMing. However, I would like to 
know the views of all the groups. 


v 

/* 

Mr, 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: We have no objection, Sir. 

I 


Mr. C. MILLER: Sir, we have no objection. 
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Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. Sir, the> general feeling is 
that* we should adjourn nqw. j 

• * / 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Would it be convenient to all if we meetjabout an 

hour earlier to-morrbw, say at 3 p.in., or it you like we nun begin at 
3-45 as usual but sit up half an hour later to-morrow as also the next 
day. 

Mr. C. MILLAR: Sir, as a matter of compromise I would suggest 
that we meet at 3-30 to-morrow. 

There was general assent. 

• • 

The Ayes being 73 and the Noes 124, the motion wtis lost. 

The mhin demand* that the sum of Rs. 15,49,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “40— Agriculture and 41— Veterinary’ ’ 
was put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 3-30 p.yi. on Thursday, the 2nd 
September, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 

under ther provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

» 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 2nd September, 1937, at 3-30 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hobble Klym Bahadur *M. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.) 
, in the Chair, eleven Hon’ble Ministers and *214 Members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to wliich oral answers were given) 

0 ' t '* 

Amount spent by, the Bengal Government Press on acccunt of 

composing materials and stationeries. 

• 

•91. M^. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in* charge of the Finance Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the amount/ spent by the Bengal Government 
Press separately under each head, as far as practicable, year by vear, 
from 1920 to 1930 vn account of — • 

(i) composing 'materials # like — 

(1) ^spirit, 

(2) petrol, 

(3) rope, 

(4) turpentine, 

(5) brush, , 

(6) molasses, 

' (7) flour, 

('8), coal, 

(9) composing racks, 

(10) composing cases, 

(11) shooting bars, 

(12) brass rules, and 

(13) Lino and Mono metals; and 
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(u) stationeries like — 

(1) blotting paptfr, # 

(2) paper, and 

(3) printing ink? 

( b ) Will the HoiCble Minister be pleased to state whether tender* 
are invited for the supply of the above requirements? 

(c) If the ^answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the lion’hle 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing \ear by 
year from 1926 tcT 1^936 — t 

• > 

(t) the number of tenders received in connection vf ith the supply 
of each* of tbt* abovenamed articles; an<\ 

(/ # ) the nam£s of thoge whose fenders were accepted? 

* 

* 

• • 
MINISTER in charge of FINANCE 'DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Nalinj Ranjan Sarker): (a). fn qml (//) A statement 
is laid on tjic Library table. It has not been* possible to collect figures 
relating to the period pnoi to 1932-33. 

( b ^ I Understand that only petrol, {four and printing ink (blmk 
jobbing) are contract articles for which* tenders are called for. 

Blotting paper and pape’r are supplied on indent by the Central 
Stationery Office. Other articles are purchased localL in small 
quantities as required. 1 

• (c) (i) and (n) A statement relating to the la*t five years is laid 

on the Library table. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the location of the daises Printing Works which has 
got the order o£ printing inSf? , 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKEll: 1 do not know, 
Sir. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYA^s Why was this » particular firm 
given preference when such reputed firms as the Bengal Chemical and 
Pharmaceutical Works and others had given tenders? 

% 

The Hon’ble Mr t| NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: I do not know, 
but I shall enquire. 
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8HORT NOTICE QUE8TION8 AND ANSWERS. 

*9fA. Mr. 8YED HA88AN ALI fiHOWDHURY: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that a draft of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 19‘17, has been printed at the Bengal Government 
Press and circulated to some members of the Assembly? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of such members; and 

X (. 

( ii ) the reason for not circulating it to others? 

(c) Is it a fact that provision has been made in the draft Bill — 

(/) for fixing the landlord’s fee (Na$ar Salami) at twice the 
amount of rent of the transferred lands; and 

(ii) for payment of a fee for subdivision of a holding at twice the 
amount of rent f 

<■ , .1 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Yes. The draft which 

contained certain proposals for discussion, was printed at my expense 
at the Bengal Government Press and circulated to some members of 
the Assembly - 

(b) ( i ) and (//). Copies were circulated only to members who, 
in my opinion, weie taking an interest in the matter. No list of 
members to whom cppies were sent, has been kept. 

(r) A cop;\ of the draft referred to is laid on the Library table. 

< 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What method did the Hon’ble 
Minister adopt to find out what interest members were taking in the 
matter? 


The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It was a purely 

personal' matter of mine and it is not necessary for me to enquire as 
to who el:§e has been taking interest in it. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it permissible for the Govern- 
ment Printing Press to accept private orders? 


The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. 
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Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Has tile attention of the'Hon’ble Minister 
been* drawn to the statement issued by certain members of the Legis- 
lature stating that under #re*sure from them the original drs£t has 

been changed by him ? , 

% 

» 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY:. There was no 

pressure whatsoever. j 

• 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the ITonTde Minister be 
pleased to state whether ally copies of the draft .have been circulated 
by him amongst Congress members of t^is Housed 

J 

The HoiTble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY ;' No. Sir. 

• m 

* 4 

Maulvi AJBDUL BARI: l#it a fact that as a result of discussion* 
with members of the Coalition 'Pafty the Hoh’blp Minister eame to 
draft the present Bill, as it is ? 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, qrder. It is, not open to any member to 
bring m here any party mat lei* or anything which happened at a party 

meeting. I definitely rule it out of order. 

» 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR RAY: ]s,it a fact tlmt ti<e Dill was 
circulated only amongst inembers of the Coalition group:' 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No? Sir. 


•Settlement damp at Charity, Dinajpur. 

*91 B. Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN CHOWDHUHY : (>,) 1h the’ 
Hon’ble Minister in charge tif the Revenue Department aware: — 

(?) that a Settlement Camp ^has been opened at Cbarkai the 
district of Dinajpur for the disposal of- cases un.d'er section 
105, Bengal Tenancy Ajt; 

(id) that Charkai is not at all a suitable plase inasmuch as legal 
help can only be had by raiyats at an enormous cost ; 

(Hi) that the tenants are still on the grip of hard economic 
distress and have-not been able to balance the cost of pro- 
duction and the price of the produce? 


37 
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(h) Will the^Uon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment consider the absolute necessity of issuing an emergent notification 
immediately for staying all the proceedings jiow pending in the several 
Settlement Camps in the district of Dinajpur and stopping the 
institution of further c&ses until the amendment of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act which is to p be brought very early has been finally disposed of by 
the Bengal Legislature ? 

•J he HonTile Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a)(i) Yes. 

■\iij Charkai was selected on account qf its being an important 
trade centre and centrally situated. Legal help can be obtained there, 

- Without' any upusual expense Muf'assil Camps of this nature have 
alwajwbeeji welcomed by the tenants.* 

(Hi) No. There no general distress in this area and the price 
of paddy ‘has risen to a considerable extent during the last year or 
t,wo. # ’ * 

(b) Under the existing law no su^h notification can issue. 


Unstarred questions 

(‘ , f 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Calcutta Fire Brigade. 

I 

65. Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (a) A Vi 11 the Hon’ble 
Minister in chargeoof the Public Health and Local Self-Government* 
Department be pleaded to state — 

(/) the uame of the controlling authority of the Calcutta Eire 
Bfigjide ; 

(/'/') the total annual cost mcurred for its maintenance- 

< c ’ 

(iii.) the names of {he authorities that contribute towards the main- 
. tenance of the Brigade with the percentages of their 

contribution 'towards its upkeep: 

(>v) dhe number of officers in tho Brigade with their respective 
' , names, designations, pay dnd qualifications; and 

<e) whe‘ther< there is any Indian, officer in the superior services of 
the Brigade ? 

■v 

(ft) If the answer to ( v ) is in the negative, are the Government 
prepared to consider the question of recruiting Indians, specially of 
this province, in the superior services of the Brigide? 
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MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and 'LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble M&ulvi Syed Napsher 

A|i) : (a) ( i ) Commissioned of Police, Calcutta. * 

hi) Rs. 4,67,335. * 

(Hi) Calcutta Corporatioi), Howrah Municipality and Garden Reach 
Municipality at the rate of 83*5, 14 and 2*5 per cent. Respectively. 

(iv) A statement is laid on the tabfe. 

(v) No. # 

( b ) The matter "is unde* consideration. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (a) (iv) of unstained 
# • question IVo. 65. •** 


Name. 

• 

Desigifatiop. 


Pay. * 

• 

Qualification . m 


S 

• 

Rs. # 

• 


A. Frederick 

• • 

1 Chief Officer 

• 

800 — 1,000 

' • 

M. ]. F. K. 

C. D. Meyers 

♦ 

1 Second Chief 

Officer. • 

• 

450—600 

• 


By jiromotion. 

F. A. Tucker 

1 Chief Engineer 

• 


375—450 


A. M. 1 *F. E. and 
bv promotion. 

S Doran 

1 Warehouse Ins- 
pector. 

300—400 


By prcynotion. 

A. 0. Collins (on leave) 

Station pfficer 


300—400 


Ditto. 

• 

• 

W. Fraser 

Ditto 

• 

300—400 


Ditto. 

• 

J. Cocker 

Ditto 


300—400 


Ditto* 

T. Fulton 

Ditto 


300—400 


D^tto. 

W. Meyers 

Ditto 


300^-400 

• 

Ditto. 

A. Lashmar (Offg.) .* m 

Ditto 


300—1%) 

• 

Ditto. 

• 

H. J. Abbott 

Engineer 


250—300 


Ditto. 

• 

G. Milne 

Ditto % 


250—300 


Ditto. 

P. Holden 

Ditto 


250—300 


Ditto. 

H. J. Maseyk 

Ditto 

« 

250—300 


• Ditto. # 

• 

C. Gogerly 

Ditto 

.f 

250—300 


Ditto 

• 

A. V. Murrary 

Ditto 


250—300 

• 

Ditto. 

• 

E. M. Bentley . ♦ 

Djfto 


250—300 


Ditto. 

R. Parker (on leave) 

Ditto 


250—300 


Ditto. 

P. Bampton (Offg.) . . 

1 

Ditto, 

\ 1 — 


250—300 


Ditto. 

• 
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4 


Name. 

V 

i Designation. 

Fay. 

Qualification. 

3 J 

P. D. Roach , * . . 

f. 

European Fireman 

Rs. 

200—250 

Newly recruited. For- 

A. H. Peck 

Ditto 

200—250 

merly these men 
were recruited from 

C. Kingham 

t 

Ditto 

200—250 

the Army having a 
second class Army 

L. Brain 

Ditto 

200—250 

Certificate, but 

when there was a 

L. N. Ingram (tem- 

Ditto 

200—250 

dearth of candidates 
from 1 , the Army, 

porary). 

It. Pedderr (te/hpor- 

• a 

Ditto 

# , *i 

20(K 250 

Anglo-Indians or 

Domiciled Euro- 

peans were engaged 

rary). 

T. D. Morgan (temp- 
orary). n 

• 

Ditto 

200—250 

having similar 

qualifications as 

the Army men. 

i 

• it 

« 

#. - . *' 

</ 

f 

These men have 
got to possess a 
good physique and 
preference is given 
to those who have 
knowledge f - in 

motor driving. 

♦ ♦ 


, Bengal Tobacco (Sales Licensing) Act, 1935. 

66. Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to 
state whether Government intend introducing any legislation for 
repealing the Beifgal Tobacco (Sales Licensing) Act, 1935 (XIY of 
1935 s ) ? . 

ii 

MINISTER in charge of FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasgmna Deb Raikat): Nothing is decided yet. 

/ 



♦throughout Bengal for this tax? 

( 

Thd Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: No, Sir. 

* C 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Government consider 
the desirability of repealing the Act? t 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: No, Sir. 


Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Wliat dre the sources of his 

information that there is no discontent in Bengal? i 


• 8 85 


1937.] CONDUCT OF PROGS. IN THE ^OUSB. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: t* have no official 

information. 


Conduct of Proceedings in the nouse. 

* * • 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, ^before you 
take up the next item of business on the paper, may I have your per- 
mission to say a few words regarding the incidents which happened 
yesterday eveiftng? Yesterday evening I was looking out for an 
opportunity to pouj* hil over troubled waters but the opportunity did 
not come to me w the House agreed to adjourn for the day. The 
observations I desire* to mflke, 1 make*vith a Kill sense of responsibili- 
ty. 1 entirely agree that'it is up to you to maintain order in this 
House and*at the •samo .time to maintain the honour and dignity of 
its members. I feel also^I do not* know if the Leader of the House 
will agree with me — that oi all the Members in this House the ladder 
of the Hous(* and the Leader of # the opposition ghnuld come to youi* 
assistance in maintaining order and dignity . in this Chamber. I 
would appeal to tf*e Leader of jihe House* to ^‘onsider whether the 
language o£ his^-emarks yesterday and the t«ne and manner in which 
he made them were consonant with parliamentary decorum. 1 am 
making this appeal to him in border that iA his fooler moments he may 
have the opportunity of considering whether of all poswns in this 
House it is not the duty of Wie header of the House and the duty of 
the Leader of the Opposition to say nothing which can ruftfe the tem- 
per of the members. 1 say on the highest a ut hoi i < > — and my authority 
is, Sir Krskine May that the use of temperate and decorous language 
i* never more desirable than when a member if replying to his 
opponents in debate. The imputation # of bad motives or motives 
different from those acknowledged, misrepresenting the language of 
another or accusing him in his turn of misrepiesentation, enlarging him 
with falsehood or deceit or contemptuous or insulting lifnguage of any 
kind, all these are unparliamentary and^call for prompt interference. 
I should not like* tliough I am occupy inrf\the (fjiposition Benches, a 
situation of this kind to occur that the Speaker has *to interfere as to 
what the Leader ot the House or the Leader of lift Opposition has to 
say or does say in t lit* Hotise. T do appeal to the Leader of the 
House to consider whether the language he employed ioward's 
Mr. ShaniMuldin Ahmad was con^.dent with his dignity as Leajer\)f the 
House and was consistent with parliamentary decorum.* * 

The next observation I desire to make is an observation which 
arises out of a point which I took up at an early sitting of the House, 
viz., the practice in th$» old Council which, speaking for myself, I do 
not want to be. observed in this House, — the practice of reading from 
written manuscripts, lit is just as well that I did not have an oppor- 
tunity of saying anything yesterday, because to-day I have had an 
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' opportunity of Considering the remarks of the Hon’ble Minister for 
Agriculture. I kriowt Sir, - there are advantages in reading from 
written, manuscripts; I know there are Advantages* in getting others 
to think for you^nd ,wriie for you, but there are disadvantages too 
*ind.;the disadvantages are that you do not go into the spirit or the 
reality ‘of the debate. For instance, I may remind the Minister for 
Agriculture that there was no reference yesterday to his belonging to 
a zamindar family or any calumny so far as he himself and his pre- 
decessors were concerned. But I find that in his rep¥y he protested 
against something which was never uttered, he protested against 
calumny against himself and his predecessors in hie written composi- 
tion, though in fact thftre was •none. I desire to be very careful in 
my remarks. I do not intend in any way, 'either directly or remotely, 
to say anything which may be a challenge tc-anv 'of the Vulings you 
gave from your Chair yesterday. 'I only (jesire to' point out to the 
Hoyse through you, Sir, that if you proceed to describe yourself as 
‘zamindar and protest against something thqt was never "uttered, you 
give occasion for the remarks of tlie other sid'e of the House that you 
are drifting into irrejevahey. This .was the position yesterday and I 
have been assured by my Hon’ble frjend, Mr. Hassap Ali, that this 
was the spirit in which lie raised his objection regarding the relevancy 
or otherwise of the ikon ’bio Minister’^ remark as to his being a 
zamindar or .his being a peasant at heart. 

The third observation I desire to make is this: there are some of 
us here who pro not new to the business of the Assembly, who were 
members of t the old Legislative Council. But may I, Sir, in all 
humility, remind you that there are others in< this House who are new 
to this business? For them sometimes, as you will no doubt agree, 
it is somewhat difficult to distinguish between a point of order, a 
point of relevancy or any other point; and it has given — I say so 
deliberately — 1^ do not say it has given rise to offence — it has given 
rise to a certain amount of sorrow that certain remarks of yours were 
indeed too severe. For instate, I do nohknow, Sir, if you remember 
that in answer to a point which Mr. Hassan Ali raised you said that 
«B was a frivolous point of order — an expression which you yourself 
Lad previously discountenanced in this House. On that, my submis- 
sion is that a point of order may be a sound 1 point of order or a 
frivoknfs point of order. But if it is a point of order, whether sound 
or frivolbus, a ruhing has to he given. It is only when it is not a 
point of oruter that the answer of thp Speaker is that it is not a point 
of order and that it does not arise. There is also a feeling in ‘this 
House — it is not necessary for me to go into the question as to whether 
that feeling is justified or not — that some of the ^members of this House, 
— particularly those sitting on this side of the House — were treated more 
or less in the fashion that schoolboys are sometimes treated. I know, 
Sir, without your saying so, and I believe^ it^was never your desire 
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to give offence or to give^rise to a feeling that members, of this House 
have been treated as school-boys. Hut" I thought ft was my dfciy as 
Leader of the Opposition to bring this m after to your nfttice'*uid also 
to the notice of the ^Leader of the House in order tliat the proceeding* 
of this House may be carried on with«as much d£coruift and dignity as 1 
possible, so that we may set an example to other Houses of tbi^-.kind 
in the rest of India in the matter of decorum and dignity. Sir,' l was a 
Member — whether fortunately or not I do not know — I was a Member 
of the old Legislature, and fortunately or unfortunately 1 am a member of 
this Assembly; lnft I venture to think, Sir,— and you will correct me if 
I am wrong — thal ftie portion which this llouse'has given me or which 
the constituencies all over Jlengal have given me has certainly made me 
very careful about the language 4 have used or should use during the 
debates. I do not think 1 have transgressed paffiamentary dignity or 
decorum in any way. I • would therefore appeal to' the Leader of the 
House to consider whether a* person in his 'position can emploff the 
language which an ordinary mefnbfr may employ^ in the heat of debate, 
whether it is riglft and proper for him to lying in matters relating to 
propaganda outshfe the House, 1 — whether \ru% or not, it does not 
matter — into t/te debates in this* House, whether it is right for him to 
brin^in matters which happened several, day* ago and which had 

nothing to do with the mattets of yesterday’s debate. 

• * • 

I am sure. Sir, knowing a^ I do tbe Chief Minister as a man, be will 

respond to my appeal in tbe spirit in which ihe appeal is mafic to him. 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. # K. FAZLUL tuiQ: I will try to be very brief, 
•because I feel that a lengthy statement on my part*may lead me to use 
language which may embitter* feelingg, if any feelings have been 
embittered by the proceedings of last niglil, and may.also make it 
difficult, for the Leader of the Opposition and me to co-op&ate in bring- 
ing into the debate of this House that spirit of frienTlly co-operation 
which ought tp mark the proceedings Nif this Assembly. I confess, 
Sir, I was not ready for the remarks whic% have? just been made by tbe 
Leader of the Opposition. But 1 may tell him at once that 1 sincerely 
appreciate the spirit in which these remarks hffve been made and I 
reciprocate the feelings of friendliness and I also extend to him the hand 
ot co-operation for the future in preventing any incident of any kind 
which may f lead to unpleasant ’remarks being made by or« iftember 
against another or in the cours^ of debate which hike place in this 
House. 

• 

Sir, as regards one or two remarks of my friend I wish U) tell him that « 
my' view of parliamentary debates teaches me that it is open to us in 
the course of the debate and by way of illustration to refer to things 
which mhv have hapjfened outside, but which has a reference to proceed- 
ings which havS alrea^' taken place in this House. It is possible, Sir, 
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that my view in this matter is wrong and if that is also the view T^hich 
you, Sir, take, as Speaker, I shall certainly not merely abide by your 
decision butyl would ask all my friends in ttiis House to adhere Strictly 
to the rulings which you are prepared to give. 

As regards f the proceedings ,of this House, I fully realise that the 
position which I .fortunately hold as the Leader of the House should 
always be present before me in the course of the debate and if in the 
heat of the moment I may have been led to use language which may 
have hurt the feelings of my friends I can only say that I am sincerely 
sorry, and I shall try to work in future iri'harmoriy and co-operation 
with every one, whether they are my supporters nr whether they are 
Members of the Opposition. , 

There is one thin ( g which I have been feeling and, to which I cannot 
but give expression af the present moment and it is this: There seems 
to be a vPry unfortunate feeling of separation between the supporters of 
Government and the Members of the Opposition. 0 seems to me that 
unless this feeling is ehheked a wid? 1 gulf ma\ separate us and render it 
impossible for the Member^ of this House to di.yharge their duties 
properly and legitimately, towards their constituencies^ Af/er all it is 
an accident that there* are some persons who are occupying the Treasury 
Benches supported by Some 1 who agreed* with the policy which they 
have undertaken and it is only an accident that some Members of the 
House are in the Opposition. So tar a,s our personal feelings are 
concerned, 'they ought to be of absolutely brotherly regard, and I agree 
with the Lender of the Opposition that it is extremely unfair and 
improper to attribute motives of any kind and even where the circums- 
tances might showMliat. room for suspicion is there it is always a part 
of good breeding not be lei oneself ,to utter any words which might 
imply that ajiy Member of this House is actuated by motives other than 
honourable. * 

Then, Sir, there is o;ily one part of the statement of my friend, the 
Leader of the Opposition, to ;lhich 1 hav^ listened with some regret. 
He lias referred to speeche / " ritten by others. I wduld only like to 
jjoint out to him that merely because a speech is read out there is hardly 
any reason to suspect tlrtit it has been written by others. And even if a 
speech is written by somebody else for me A becomes my speech so long 
as it enlbodies tlie sentiments which I want to express. Sometimes it 
so happerfs that 1 may have ideas, but I cannot put them forward in the 
proper language* and I may seek assistance of a fiiend to put them in 
the proper form. After all English is not our mother tongue and we fnay 
not have a complete mastery over words and it is a great pity that the 
rules of debate require that we should speak ^.n English ordinarily 
unless we are not sufficiently acquainted with the English language. 
We should be given the option to express ourselves in our mother 
tongue unless of course we desire to indulge ^in the luxury of talking in 
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a foreign tongue. Now, Sir, I am looking forward to much happier days 
ahead as a result of the Chnf^rence which is stfon going to J^e held 
regarding the repatriation of the Andamans prisoners. When we meet 
in Conference let us fyope that we will he able to meet in perfecf friendli- 
ness and with the sole object of serving^ cause which hat now turned out 
to be absolutely national and with that end in view I extremely welcome 
the remarks that have been made by i^y friend the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion, and I hoge, Sir, the incident of last night would now be forgotten. 


Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I say'one word to clear one 
small misunderstanding in # the mind # of the deader (>t Hie House. I # 
entirely a^ree that we have got Jo* do husincss as members of the legis- 
lature efficiently^ It is* necessary for us at sometime or other — if I 
may use a colloquial expression — to pick other people’s brain ^ but what 
I wanted tq point out amf I Hid point out was the disadv;uitug<*oi a 
written composition. Vim may «unticipate iJuffL an attack will ho 
launched against # \ou because you happen tp be a zamindar; but even % 
if no such attack i* made, the written reply is sftll then' m the written 
composition, f never lieai d aify language or •calumny against, the 
Slini^er himself or bis illustrious predecessor*. 

As regards the spirit of friendliness I may assure tlje Leader of 
the House that though we ^riiay tight our battles inside this Council 
Chamber, he and I being Members of the Bar for several® years, that 
fight, will never be carried on in bitterness outside the doors of this 
Chamber. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I must -say at the outset that* noting to me is 
more pleasant than this frank expression of views <>t» friendliness 
between the Leader of the Opposition and the Leadef of the House. 
I say that as much from a little selfish point of view, because that makes 
my task much easier than what it otherwise %vould be. It is by a 
peculiar coincidence that this very morning I was® reading the very 
passages from May to which Mr. Bose has referred* I entirely associate 
myself with those remarks.* 1 may also say that the manner in which 
the Speaker can discharge his duties to a great extenf depend tipon the 
members of the House. Members may go in a map tier that «mu*y make 
the task of the Speaker extremely difficult, and in all* sucTuoccasions I 
ha\e given them more than the usual indulgence that I probably ought 
to. 

• 

In regard to the pc^nt of order raised bv Mr. Ha c san Ali yesterday I 
> say again with a full sense of responsibility that there was no occasion 
^for his suddenly • rising up and interrupting the Nawab Bahadur of 
Dacca in the nfidst o\his ft speech. Mr. Bose of all persons will agree 
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with me that it was merely a casual preliminary remark on the paVt of 
the Tfywab Bahadur that though he wars ^ zamindar he was really a 
peasant at h*eart. I do not think it can be said to be irrelevant by any 
fitretch of imagination. I quite agree with Mr. *Bose that a point of 
order when raiSed has to be derided, but I believe Mr. Bose knows the 
famous axiom of Euclid that a point is that which has a position but no 
magnitude or dimension. That may be sometimes with a point of order. 
It is very difficult to give a ruling on a point of order whey it comes to the 
vanishing point. What I meant yesterday was that it was not a point 
of order. I admit that a Member is fully Entitled, as I have already 
said, to raise a point ol oj-der and to enquire whether a speech is relevant 
or not but \vh*t T said yesterday was that there was in this case no 
occasion for a point of order. Nobody,, deplores mope than* myself the 
incidents of yesterday. And I believe every one of. us feels that one 
should nM have done things which one liable do in the circumstances 
of ffist night. I had no other alternative but to deal firmly with the 
interruptions that had t&ken place lftst night. ' Mr. Bose will agree with 
me on this point — and ha has referred to the very/ same matter from 
May which I was reading this morning — that interruptions are not 
permitted in such casks. But as I have said already interruptions may 
be allowed sometimes of even* overlooked ?,o that the debate may «aot lie 
dull and dreary, provided that .these interruptions are not in the nature 
of constant running comments. I hope M5 Bose will not misunderstand 
me when f say that if interrupt ions are made day in and day out and 
member after inember rises with a view to raising a point of order which 
is not obviously a point of orde/, and when I find that the time at the 
disposal of the House is so short that every one of us should try to do 
his best to finish our business, I haye in the circumstances no other 

alternative than 10 deal firmlv with the situation. 

« 

• 

And there in one other matter which we should remember. This is 
the early beginning of* the Parliamentary form of Government and 
nobody realises more than mvself that ther£ are meml^s in this House 
who do not know* yet the Parliamentary practice and procedure, and 
ftir them what I suggest is that it is always desirable that important 
points of order should he raised by the leaders of the different groups 
and it w^iuld he quite well if the followers follow the leaders before they 
themsrive^ take the responsibility of raising any important point. I 
do not suggest by Ibis that I want to restrict the liberty of members. 
I think all will learn by waiting and following their leaders. I believe 
Mr. Bose will agree with me when I say that he himself has raised 
very few points of order even though he has been one of the front 
benchers in the opposition present almost throughout. I have always 
received cordial help from him, as he has, to my ^nowledge, sometimes 
seen to it that members from his side do not rise on points of orders 
unnecessarily and he has always tried to resist tffat attempt. So far as 
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goipe of my friends however are concerned, I am sometimes helpless. 
When I find that a point* of # order is such that it* should not ha^e been 
raised, it is very difficult for me hut to deal with it firmly* 

• 

As regards Mr. Bose’s remarks that I have treated some members in 
the fashion of school boys, I will say that it was fai* from my intention 
to deal with them as school boys. ^1 do think that none of you are 
school boys, ^et I feel it would be profitable if every one becomes a 
schoolboy for some dime or other, because I believe every one has to a 
large extent to ftfllow his leader in the House in order to learn many 
tilings as regards this Parliamentary^ institution. 1 will not say any- 
thing more except that 1 ^peal once again to all sections of the House* 
to lend m£ their help and givij me their assistance in 1 the discharge of 
my duties as Speaker m a proper manner. I a in* very glad to have this 
opportunity to express nfy views on this matter. I* shall only add that 
if the temper of the House yesterday was as cool as it is to-day, probaldy 
there would have been nb occas’ioir for such remarks on any side of the 
House; but unfortunately the temper of the llouse yesterday towards# 
the close of the proceedings was such that Mr. Bose will remem her 
that from my ‘left — I do not absolutely mean right on the left but a 
little^ in front towards my left — about 10 or >15 members rose simul- 
taneously in their seats on points of orjler. Surely all wjll agree with 
me, it is very difficult in a situation like this to keep control over the 
House unless one has to deal with the matter just as Mr. ’Bose would * 
have dealt with it — perhaps more severely than I have done myself. 
Yet I ho}>e the memliers will not misunderstand me when I say that 
mv functions only begin when the members give* me their help an'd 
assistance; and 1 am always prepared to give those^ who are in the back 
benches all the assistance 1 can to help t’hem in their work as members 
of this legislature. , 

I shall not be long but I shall conclude by ‘saying that ] very much 
appreciate the observations of the Leader of th$ Opposition and of the 
Leader of the House and I hope that we shall all remember that forget- 
fulness is a very great virtue and we shall all b^gin afresh just no*, 
so that there may not be 0 any recurrence of such incidents. Person- 
ally for myself I shall be very glad to get the helj\ of the Leadeir of 
Opposition and the Leader of th? House in this respect. I a^ain repeat 
that the success of the manner in which this Ho\ise ca? conduct its 
proceedings dej>ends largely uprti the Leader of the House and the 
Leader of the Opposition. I shall conclude by praying that this spirit 
of friendliness and good-will may permeate all our dai\y work and I > 
hope we shall begin *jur work again in a perfectly friendly spirit. 

There is only one"; personal remark which I should like to make. I 
feel that, even°thougI I h>ave had justification, if any member has felt 
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that the ruling which I gave yesterday wt» too rigid, they will accept 
my explanation. Though I do not deviate inuny way from the correct- 
ness of my ruling, I hope that members frill realise that there are 
occasions on which it is difficult to keep control over a House like this 
when 10 to 20 people* all rise up at once. I hope that if the members 
will kindly rise up in a manner in which sweetness will prevail, the task 
of myself and of t lie other members of the House will be more easy. 

As regards my ruling regarding written speeches, I said in the 
beginning, written speeches should be avoided as. far as possible; but 
as 1 have said before, it is impossible to ban out written speeches 
altogether as even then on this side of the House. there will be some 
members who will he deprived oi' their rigb^ of speech. 


Dr. MALI NAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may 1 rise on a point vif 
personal explanation? I submit that 1 shall not spoil the grace that 
you have thrown upon us. 1 have t>een perhaps the only member who 
has raised the largest numbpr of points ol order arid therefore I owe 
an explanation. 1 have dune it with a feeling that wlieq. we were meet- 
ing for the first time, it would be better for us to know the rules and 
the parliamentary practice properly. 1 have often tried to raise joints 
of considerable interest, and oij most occasions, Sir, I have quoted or 
referred to the rules and the passages from parliamentary authorities. 
If 1 have offended you and the House in any way through these, I must 
say that I have done it without any intention of offending anyone. I 
shall submit tft your ruling, Sir, 1 if it is your desire, that in future I 
shall not raise point . even if \ou have some important direction to give 
on deciding on a pojnt ol order. Majiy of my points have given you 
this opportunity. ‘Even now there is one point of order which you have 
referred to th° Advocate-General or some lawyer, namely the admissi- 
bility of questions to members. 1 have not had your ruling on that 
point as yet. 1 have tried, as lar as possible, to draw your attention 
to important issues, and if it is your ruling, as we have just now heard 
from you, that in future wo should be as far as possible patient and 
should not raise questions or points of order I shall cease to raise point* 
of order any more. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It is far from mv intention that points of order 
should not be raised. Dr. Sanyal, 1 must say that in spite o£ the 
numerous points of orders that you have raised, you have been quite 
helpful and I have taken a note of many new points which you have 
referred to. I hope you will not mind if I ask you to rise as many 
times as you like but I hope whenever you rise yoir will be as sweet and 
os cool as you have been just now (Laughter), f 
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THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
TOR 1937-38. 

DEMAND FOR CRANT. 

“42— Co-operative Credit.” 

The Hon’Me Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, on the 
recommendation of Ilia Excellency iho Governor, 1 beg- to move that 
a sum of Its. 13, $1,000 ho granted for expenditure under the head “42 — 

Co-operative Credit*” - 

* 

Sir, in. presenting* this denyuitl to the House, I feel that I should 
just explain in fyiief Id the lion’ hie members the different items that 
go to constitute this suit! of Its. Id, 81, 000. This Sum alorg with a 
further sum of Its. 13,00(f which is charged,’ make up a total amount 
of Rs. 13,94,000. This *is all the 1 more neee.isaTy because this is the 
first time since tlje Reforms were first inaugurated in this Province in 
1921 that a demand of Oo-operafive Credit is going* to he discussed in 
the Legistatur? by i lie representatives of the people. You will find, 
Sir, £hat this department w^s so long* lipked up with the Department 
of Agriculture and Industries, and the time that was allotted to that 
department during the budget discussions of past years was exhausted 
before the Department of Co-operative Credit was reached. • It has now 
been given the dignity of being recognised as an important and 
independent department and I have every reason to .hope that, this 
.dignity will be maintained by the House. : 

You will find, Sir, that the major paH of the demand comprises the 
pay of officers and of establishment, allowances, honorary and contin-* 
geuciex. All these items account tor Rs. 1 0, (>5,000, o\' which, as I 
have said, the small sum of Rs. 13,000 is “charged.” 

As we havfe not yet been able to establish any branch of the 
co-oi>erative movement in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, we have not 
incurred any expenditure in that part of the Province and therefore 
nothing has been shown against it. 

The next head, Sir, indicates “ gran ts-in -aid” that are given to 
various institutions in the Provihce. The total amount for this purpose 
comes up to Rs. 2,12,000, of which a sum Rs. 2 lakhs is' for the Pro- 
vincial Co-operative Bank on account of the annual subsidy which was 
provided by the legislature last year. It is ‘hoped that with this 
annual grant bf Rs. 2 lakhs a year, spreading over a perihd of 12 years, 
the Provincial Co-operative Bank will be able to make good their 
estimated losses anc^ at the same time to pass on benefits to ’Central 
Ranks by way*of remission of arrear interest and by reduction of the 
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rate of interest. < t I should mention/ in" this connection that it is the 
earnest aim of the department to ertyiire, w[th the limited powers' at 
its disposal, that the benefits that Will be Received by the Central 
Ranks will in* turn be passed on to the rural societies and their mem- 
bers. Out of the balance of Rs. 12,000 for grant s-in-aid, a sum of 
Rs. 2,500 is distributed to various poor and backward societies, 
Rs 0,500 is granted to the Bengal Co-operative Organisation Society 
— an entirely non -official body fof the purpose of spreading ideas of 
co-opvration amongst the people of the Province through non-official 
agencies. Dr. Promatha Nath Banerjee, late M*into Professor of 
Economics of the University of Calcutta, is the Chairman of the 
Society. , . f 

4 Sir, the head “other charges” includes expenditure upon schemes 
for the development o£, handloom industry by ctwperaUre methods, for 
which Rs. 1,15,500 have been allotted. In addition to* provision under 
this li^ad for the pay of officers and of establishment specially employed 
upon furtherance of thf.se schemes a t sum of lbs. 75,695 is to be distri- 
buted amongst the different non-official organisations for the purpose of 
Assisting and encouraging Activities of co-operative 'societies. Alam- 
danga Yarn Depot is allotted Rs. 5,000, and there is a similar sum for 
Bankura District Industrial Union. Rs. 2,000 is provided for the 
Bengal Provincial Co-operative* Industri al ^Society, Rs. 3,000 for Nao- 
gaon Co-operatvvo Industrial Union, Rs. 2,000 for Chowmohoni Co- 
operation Union, and Rs. 4,695 has been proposed to be given to the 
"Women's Co-operative Industrial Home. Rs. 25,000 is granted to the 
Bengal Home Industries Association which helps in providing a market 
for the products of co-operative soeieties; and .other institutions will 
receive the balance Rs. 11,000. 

The “pay of establishment”* under this head covers the salaries of 
various experl ‘jeaehers and mist l ies engaged for the guidance of indus- 
trial societies, k* appears therefore that the department has not only 
been alive to their sense of responsibility but has also been anxious to 
see that the money placegl at their disposal will be spent fin* the correct 
development of co-operative industrial concerns on sound and practical 
lines. 

* « 

The present demand for co-operative societies exceeds that of last 
year 'by nearly Rs.* 2,30,000. The increase is partly accounted for by 
new scbAne t s in connection with the development of handloom industry, 
far which an Vxtr* sum of Rs. 54,000 is proposed. Re-organisation 
and expansion of the staff of the department will require ov«r 
Rs. 1,39,000 and increase in the staff of auditors requires Rs. 28,000. 
!in 1935-36 the ‘total expenditure of this department was Rs. 8,67,000 
and you will observe, Sir, that in these two years the demand has 
grown by over Rs. 5 lakhs; it is a large increas^, but completely 
justified. > 
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It will -be freely admitted tbat^ihis is one of tho^e departments * 
whieji ean very rightly be CatteA- ** nation-building.'* There are no 
politics in it, and no room ffor^polKies ; and I sincerely believe that if 
this department is worked properly and in true spirit it v*ill not only 
be able to bring a message of hope to our suffering brethren but at the 
same time it will bring real relief to them. 1 must trank ly confess 
that I do not presume that the Department is all perfect, or that the 
condition of the co-operative credit movement is at present all that we 
would desire it to be. But, Sir, 1 am suit 1 , I shall be able to convive 
ihe *House thaf if there are short-comings — and short-comings there 
must be — they are no! entirely due to the fault of the department or cl 
its officers. 


It is just because I am conscious that short-comings ^ind defects do 
exist that I. welcome this first occasion of a discussion upon the work 
of co-operative societies and oi thi* department’. ’ Through all these 
years we have never had tfie^ opportunity of receiving any advite based 
upon a healthy criticism of our ‘activities. The department merely ^ia<U 
to depend upon the powers ’given 'to ft by statute*— first the Co-operative 
Societies Act of 1904 subsequently amende*} «by the Act of 1912 — and 
upon the rules framed thereunder. J It will apppar from a perusal of the 
preamble of the "Act of 1912 that *t his measures \fas enacted with the 
object ^f teaching self-help and thrift among agriculturists and labour- 
ers. In the several sections wlAch go to yiake up this Act tjiere is only 
the mention of the appointment of special officers for the purpose of 
guiding and advising the activities of the societies which wfmld come 
within the purview of the Act. There is no provision whatsoever in 
the Act empowering the department to*take any effective* measures to 
cgforce observance of the* rules and instructions which are issued, or 
to impose any penalities for anv breach thereof. It is no doubt true 
that the co-operative movement, if it is fo prosjjer a*nd to be of real 
service to the people, must be based upon good-will and honesty as also 
upon the idea of self-reliance. I do not for a moment suggest that 
there is any dishonest motive prevalent in the lliinds of our people, s6 
far as the working of this ifiovement is concerned. But, Sir, regard 
being had to the* facts that a large percentage of oar people is still 
illiterate and that human nature is human ijativre, it is at times 
necessary that in support *of their efforts towards guidance and 
assistance, the department must also possess some powers of ^ontrbl 
and supervision over the working* of co-operative institutions.^ k may 
at once mention without any fear of contradiction that Ijierois no such 
power given by this Act. And if* to-day mv honourable friends take 
us to task for not having been able to do all that* they desire us to do 
I should tell them that before they can criticise us from that point of 
view they should — if I may use that expression — vest us with necessary 
powers and if we fail to exercise these powers properly it will then 
and then only that th^ can take us to task, but not liefore. 



896 


DEMAND FOR GRANT* , ' [2nd S£n\, 

* So far as I rnnember of the activities of the late Bengal Eegislatiye 
Council for the last 7 years the Legislature did not get any opportunity 
of giving the department any advice. .But J think if I remember 
aright the department came up for discussion in the course of a debate 
on a resolution tabled 4>y one of the non-official members of the Council. 
Besides giving ‘a personal touch that honourable member pointed out 
that the department was very much understaffed and that it did not 
possess sufficient amount of officers to be able to look after the working 
of "the numerous village societies. It was also said thpt the depart- 
ment did not have that amount of officers which 4 would have enabled 
them to deal with the reports that were submitted ‘from time to time 
from the constituents', namely, the central banks or rural primary 
t societies. Government felt, however, that jdie department required an 
investigation and one was actually held. It was found in the end 
that in point of fact the department was understaffed and in order that 
the department might be of some real service to the people it should be 
properly staffed without delay. Again on the result of tlqit investiga- 
tion it also transpired that the real officers of the department, viz., the 
Inspectors and Auditors who have to move about in the interior of the 
province guiding and assisting the primary societies, did not possess 
that amount of knowledge of the principles ot co-operation. It was 
therefore thought necessary jliat these officers should have a training 
in the principle of co-operation. And Giose that would be recruited 
would also be given a proper training both in the theory as also in the 
practice of« co-operative principles along with the principles of banking 
and auditing.* The Government of India was moved and they felt the 
necessity of helping this department with money. I shall be failing 
in my duty if I wqpild not have mentioned in this connection the line 
of action that the late Government took in this direction. In point of 
fact in January, lOdti, this nevV scheme was approved and it is now being 
put into acti^il operation. As a result of this and with the money that 
has been placed at our disposal by the Government of India we have 
started a training camp at Dum Bum under the guidance of an experi- 
enced officer who is a a sisted by a numbenof officers who have under- 
gone a thorough draining fn this subject in the Punjab. The first 
batch of officers who came in for training left the institute towards 
the end of July last. 

l/lrc SPEAKER : Mr. Mullick, how, long you will take to finish? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: About 10 
minutes. «■ 

Mr. SPEAKER: But we have got only 1 hear 45 minutes for the 
discussion of this subject. If you could finish it in 5 minutes I would 
adjourn the House thereafter. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: He will talk it out! 

The Hon’Me Mr. MUKU.NBA BEHARY MULLICK: I ( have fcot to 
satisfy Dr. Sanyal with figures. 

'* » 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: You are merely reading out office 
notes. 

The Hon’btf Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No, Sir. I 
am sorry, no one tyas prepared note for me. 

The new recruits who will be appointed will 'also have to undergo 
similar training in the theory and practice of eo-operatii>n before they 
are appointed on a permanent basis# 

* * . , , * < ' s 

At present there is one Assistant, Registrar in ’charge of administra- 
tion of each division and ft has not been possible for him to £ven pay 
a casual visit, to, not to talk of* auditing, any number of societies that, 
are under his charge. In* each ’dhlsion the nmifber is about 4 or 5 
thousands. It is Ijoped that when the department is properly staffed 
the societies in the 'interior of tin 11 * province will liave proper attention 
from the officers *of the department. * 

Sir^ I do not think that »T should be justified to anticipate the 
criticisms that several honourable members of this llmjijp desire to 
level against the department, through the various motions that* they 
have tabled. Rut 1 have every hope that when time comes T shall be 
able to satisfy them that in point of fact neither the officers nor the 
> department were at fault. They desire* that the department should be 
ipore active; they furtheV desire that the department should be able 
to improve the lot of agriculturist; they desire again that the depart- 
ment should be able not only to supervise the working of the various 
banks and societies but that the department should also be atle to reduce 
the rate of interest upon the loans they advance to tlft members of 
societies. By another set of motions some of iny honourable friends 
desire that the Apartment should be properly organised and worked. 

I can only say that their desires are the delures of nfvself and of the 
officers of the department, and that we are keenly ilevoted to the task # 
of putting these desires into*effeet. But, Sir, for some of these more 
powers are needed and for others more time is needed* This i§ not *a 
plea for time to sleep over the matter; far from it; from day tc^dfcfy our 
attention is concentrated upon the ways and means fo^ improving the 
administration of the department, •and for putting into effect schemes 
designed to improve the methods and achievements of co-operative 
societies. , • 

I should not be justified to go into the question of the activities of 
the department during these years as I find from the motions tabled 
that I shall have to mention other things in proper time to satisfy my 
38 * V 



DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[2nd Sept., 


honourable friefrds to show that the department has really done some- 
thing towards the (Jevelopment of both the, credit and non-credit* side 
of th6 movement. f f 

1 m*ight indicate to my fiiends the measures which I have in view 
and which I intend faking as soon as possible fof bettering some of the 
conditions which unfortunately exist at present in this department. 
Firstly, I think that the audit should be separated from supervision 
and I believe when this is attained it will be possible to put the accounts 
of all the societies and banks upon a proper check and< in sound order. 
Secondly, I think that the Co-operative Societies 'Apt needs amendment 
and in this matter I, will ask for the support, help,* advice and assist- 
ance of my honourable ‘ friends of this llouke and' also of those outside 
public who are interested in 1 his movement. Thirdly, I might say that 
I shall take action ,in the case of any breach of rules of conduct or 
discipline on the part of any officer of the department if that is brought 
to ,rny notice. We have every hope that witli the co-operation and 
help of our friends jure shall be able at 'any rate to satisfy the demands 
so far as this department is concerned. 

I think I should &lso mention in««this connection that there lias been 
some amount of misapprehension over the new appointiflents which 
are going to be made shortly. The volley of questions which have been 
put to me in both the Houses indicate that there lias been this mis- 
apprehension. But I might 'at once tell my friends that there is no 
basis for any such misapprehension whatsoever. So far as my Muham- 
madan friends arc concerned, I may say that their proper share in the 
services will be truly recognised : so far as my friends the members 
of t lie schedule^ castes and other minority communities, e.g. y 
Christians, Pnharis, Buddhists, Anglo-Indians, are concerned their 
proper share in .the services will ntH be overlooked ; and I might say 
in general Vhat I shall do nothing by which efficiency of the adminis- 
tration might, be hampered in any way whatsoever. It may be that 
d shall not be able to please everybody but 1 have every reason to hope 
that I will not displease anybody who takes a sensible and reasonable 
view of tilings.,. * 

Sir, I think 1 <sho,uld also add one personal note to you, Sir, and 
to the House that I have never had any administrative experience. 
To be* frank, I* must admit that I have been a member of the legal 
profession lor these long 23 years mi cl for some time I have been a 
member of the legislature and of some other local bodies, such as, the 
University of Calcutta and the District Board of Khulna. 1 must also 
confess that I have* not got any pretension or presumption of feeling 
that I know too much. But I have been trying to get into the compli- 
cations of administration. I have not got an*y personal likes or dis- 
likes; nor have I any desire to introduce any in the administration; 
but I shall try faithfully to discharge the duties ^ that have been 
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entrusted to me, and I have every hope that, with t«&e assistance and 
advice which the honourable members of this House would be good 
enough to give me consci^itkmsVv, and I can only answer the -House 
that I shall be able to discharge those onerous duties *and # I shall 
never spare myself in the discharge of those duljes, so that I may be 
able to be of real service to the people *as also to my motherland. 

One word more, Sir, and I have finished. So long this department 
lias suffered from the lack of any advice and also from the lacl^ of 
public interest* as also from the lack of sufficient staff. Now, I am 
glad to say that jve are^going to receive both in some measure. 
Let that interest*he critical but let that also In* sympathetic, and we 
hope also that we may be given some powers aftid time so that we might, 
exercise tho**e powers to*make - an effective controf and to make 
proper supervision and. that iif the end we may.^rove to our friends 
that this Department is qlde to set this movement gn its legs in order 
that it might benefit not filly the thousands, of its members but # also 
the millions' of people in.BengaJ; jnd 1 hope thyl we shall be able tt> 
justify the demand for Rs. 13,81,000 winch 1 now formally move. 

The House was* then adjourned for 15 llmiutas. 

• • 

After adjournment. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: t8ir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 13.81,000 under the head “32 — Co-operative Credit” b*c reduced by 
Rs. 100, in order to dwuss flu* inability of the 'department #to improve 
the lot ot tin' agriculturists in the province and also'to discuss the 
relationship of the Central Banks with the Rural Societies at present. 

• Sir, as one connect ed*with one of the best-manajped and most solvent 
Co-operative Central Banks in tliis province I diye say without the 
least fear of contradict ion — of any sensible contradict ion 1 mean — that 
the co-operative movement in the province of Bengal ha% been a total 
and a complete failure. The manner in which the co-flperntive move- 
ment is being run, the ways in which its activities are being directed, 
has absolutely *l|)st for itseft the credence of tiie public and shaken 
their confidence in the movement itself. St) me of thf* defalcation cases 
in the Central Co-operative Banks that came to th% notice of the public 
and in which convictions weje also secured also lend itself to the theory 
that the credit of some of the Central Co-operative. Banks l^as btfpn 
absolutely shattered. The objective with which the co-operative* move- 
ment was ushered into this land from the Rhineland of Germany has 
failed to attain the desired eifd. The co-operative movement iu 
Bengal was ushered in in the year 1902 to fight* the menace that pre- 
sented itself to the teeming millions of Bengal in order to relieve 
them of their indebtedness, and in order to better and improve their 
conditions, as well as to relieve them from the clutches of the mahajans 
who were fleecing th^n practically of their life-blood. 
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Rut, Sir, so far as the movement is concerned, we have to confess, 
and if reasonable, the department itself has 'got to confess, that it has 
failed to achieve the object with which the 'co-operative movement was 
introduced into the sqil of Bengal. It may be said, Sir, that the co- 
operative movement in Bengal is an institution of recent growth and 
also that it is an institution not of indigenous origin but of foreign 
import ; but still, Sir, when the movement was actually ushered in it 
ouj4|t to have been the duty of the department and the duty of Gov- 
ernment to see that, pioper effect is given to the intentfons of Govern- 
ment in running the administration of this, department as it ought to 
be. Sir, the co-operative movement, after having been ushered in in 
the year 1902, was practYcally given effect to in whole in the year 1912 
after the passing of the Co-operative Societies Act (II of 1912). Up 
till the year 1928, the statistics are 1 correct-,* you ‘ will fiiid that the 
movement was steadily growing, but from the year* 1928 up to date 
there lias been a complete standstill, and* the movement has failed 
/iboslutely to make a single step forward in, achieving it A policy. It 
might be argued by the department that since the year 1928 the whole 
country has been passing 'through a jvide economic -distress, and it has 
therefore not been possible to spread rt the movement to* tlie extent that 
it ought to have been. The public feel, and t lie Government itself 
ought to feel, that in a country which is/inhabited by about 5 erwes of 
people, in a -country in which there are about 1,20,000 villages, up 
till to-day the movement lias been ableito establish only 2-1, 4*37 co- 
operative societies and not more, and the department has been able to 
establish only 414 Central Banks and that up till now 1,414 rural 
societies have gone into liquidation. It may be said in defence that 
the movement has-been a failure because there lias not been a proper 
response trom the Government in supplying money to the department 
itself. Sir, cl am not going to accuse officers of the department for 
failing to rdpe with the situation, but 1 accuse Government itself, 
bje cause it has been veyy much callous and have not appreciated the 
difficulties of the people. Government, it seems, ushered in this insti- 
tution, only to show fheir j»ood will to the people bull not any genuine 
desire to help them. Practically, I should say that Government were 
moved to shed crocfidik* tears at the condition of the teeming millions 
of the people. It would appear that Government have provided only 
a petty sum of o lakhs for running the movement. Now, if you will 
please compare ,the position of 'Bengal with the position of 
the PunjaK so far as this movement is concerned, you will 
find that the Punjab has gone much ahead in this respect, 
though the movement in the Punjab was started not later than 1902. 
The reason is that the Punjab Government spend a sum of Rs. 1-12-9 
per capita, whereas the Government of Bengdl spend Rs. 0-7-9 per 
capita. That, Sir, shows the solicitude of this Government for the 
down-trodden people that inhabit the soil of B^igal! t Bengal, Sir, is, 
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therefore, lagging far behind other provinces like ^Bombay, Madras, 
the United Provinces, the* Central Provinces and Berar. You will find 
also that Governments ii tliose provinces are providing a sum of 
Rs. 2-14-0 per capita, Rs. 0-13-0, Rs. 1-10-0, ijml Rs. 0-10-9, respec- 
tively, whereas Bengal only spends Rs. 0-7-0. • # 

• 

The Government of Bengal spends only a few ajinas per head for 
the education of Bengal’s children jjnd the Department of Go-opera- 
tive is also spending a petty pittance to give relief to the tenant of 
Bengal. Therefore I say, Sir, that the movement lias been a complete 
and absurd failure. Tim intention will) which 1 his movement was 
ushered in was tft help the people as best as it could to relieve them of 
their indebtedness and also to teach ft hem the lessons* of co-operation 
and self-help. The ITon'ble Minister in charge told the House* that 
the principle of cb-opeVation and self-help is on«*ftf the principles that 
is to he taught to t he poople, but what has the Government done up 
till now? The Government has not moved its* little finger even tiegive 
relief to the people in this direction. So fay as we know there are 
Supervisors of the Central Co-operative Banks, who go to the mufassil 
not to teach them* lesson on co-operation 'but ft) exact from them as 
much moifcy a* possible. Generally it ought lojiave been t he feeling 
of people of the rural societies and the feeling ^f the masses that these 
Supervisors should come as iheir guide, as their counsel, as their 
teachers but whenever they appear, fhey appear as ’(hinging tax 
gatherers whose appearance *is abhorant to them. « 

Then there is another defect to which 1 also want to draw the atten- 
tion of the Uon’ble Minister which ft that here the Government has 
.not supplied sufficient nftmber of officers to run tin# administration like 
the Punjab. The Punjab has <jot 34 Assistant Registrars who have 
made certain units and certain groups within the* department itself 
and the officers in whose care a certain unit is given go to #urul societies 
and teach them lessons. Here you have appointed on? gentleman as 
Assistant Registrar and you expect that gentleman to tour the whole 
of Bengal and'yispect 33,000 rural societies in Bengal which is an 
impossibility. We want that these departmental authority should go 
to the rural societies, inspect them and give tl;em* advice ; but we finfl 
that sometimes they go ami only inspect the Central Banks and do 
nothing more than that. Therefore the department ought to g^ve more 
money for the Inspection Department. Madras spends sfim of 
Rs. 50,000, Cential Provinces Rs. 40,000 but what 'tin; Grftrernment of 
Bengal is going to do? Absolutely nothing. 

Moreover I would submit that the indebtedness of the people of 
Bengal is rising high owing to the high interest that is being charged 
by the department itlelf. This movement was ushered in at a time 
when the mahajans were charging from 37 per cent, to 75 per cent, 
from the tenants an<\just to relieve them this movement was started. 
% •• 
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but now the Co-operative Department charge 15 per cent, from ,the 
tenants. After the passing of the Mq*iey-le«ders’ Act that full credit 
should be given to the members, it does not' lie in the mouth of Gov- 
ernment to charge 15 per cent, interest. It may be said by the Hon’ble 
Minister that the amount of interest lias been reduced but I do not 
know to what extent it has been done. So far as our bank is concerned, 
we have been charged 12 per cent. I may tell the Hon’ble Minister 
1 harmless the interest is reduced to 7 per cent, it will be impossible 
for the debtors to discharge their obligations. I would further submit 
that interest has accumulated to such an extent thai the people of rural 
Bengal think that the relationship of the Central Co-operative Bank 
and the rural societies is one of 1 creditor and debtor. This situation 
must have to be changed and this can be changed only in Ibis way that 
so far as the accumfJation of the interest is ooncerfled you will have 
to stop thp running- of the interest and that is the demand of the people. 

CXirrent short term loan must be advanced at the time of the rais- 
ing of the crops: thaY in the way bo give relief to the people. So far 
as the Rural Indebt edsess t Act is concerned, everyone is demanding it 
but it will be an absdluto failure unless you start* some Government 
banks in rural areas mi some districts. For this I ^oul<T commend 
the llon’ble Minister to t he programme t that was drawn up and the 
resolution that was adopted at Bombay' in which all the representa- 
tives of the" different provinces assembled together. In that resolu- 
tion, Sir, which I think is a reasonable resolution, it was adopted that 
Land Mortgage Banks must be established in every district and under 
it there must be loan and sale societies and there must be also some 
rural societies. Government must be in a position to lend to these 
Land Mortgage Banks sum bearing not less than II per cent, so that 
these Land Mortgage Banks may also be in a position to lend to the 
rural societies at interest of not more than 7 per cent. That may he 
one of the ways, and perhaps the best way, in which you can give 
relief to the people. 

Before I conclude, 0 Sir, I will only touch upon one^dr two points in 
short. * ( 

(The member baling reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. 'SPEAKER: Before I call upon the next speaker, I will ask 
Mr. SibnUtli Banerjee who, I understand is initiating the debate on 
behalf of the Congress, to speak and thereafter the debate will be open 
for general discussion. I take this opportunity also of announcing 
the business of the House which members might be anxious to know. 
The budget will be over on the 6th and according to the programme 
there is not likely to be any sitting on the 7th, fl and I think members 
will have a little welcome leisure for one day ^fter the long budget 
session. On the 8th and 9th there will be non/bfficiah resolutions ; on 
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the 10th the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister proposes •fo introduce the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) BUI and to move tl^at the Bill be taken 
into consideration and the #dates which have been fixed fjr discussion 
by Government are 10th, 11th, 13th, and 14th; 15th and Kith have 
been fixed for non-official Bills. I believe Bills # Jiave J>een circulated 
and notice will be issued to-morrow. *But I am requesting members 
to send all amendments to the Bill as early as possible* and at the latest 
the 7th by 3 o’clock so that we might'have an opportunity of examin- 
ing them and having them printed quickly. The more time we^get 
the better will it bd for the members because they will get notice 
earlier. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move llfat the demand • 
-of Rs. 13,81,000 dor expenditure under the head “42 — Co-operative 
Credit” be reduced by Rs. 100 to discuss the policy regarding Co.- 

operative Department. • * 

• * 

Sir, as the Hon'ble Minister* ha* said this js«the first opportunity* 
that this House or any other popular House has got the opportunity 
of discussing the Cb-operative Department *whicfl started in 1012 and 
so the critfcismf that will be levelled will cover a period of 25 years, 

I may state at the very outset that even within the framework of 
•capitalism it was the only movement which could give substantial 
relief to the peasants, workers and the lower middle elates and the 
potentiality of this movement* has been to some extent dilated upon by 
the Hon’ble Minister. As I have very little time at my disposal 1 shall 
go immediately into the defects of tlif department. As has already 
been admitted there are, two departments, the Credit and the non- 
'Oredit departments of this movement. The non-credit department has 
not developed to any appreciable? extent • in Bengal.. As regards the 
Credit department it is generally said that the co-operative societies 
are even worse than the maliajans who used to sequeeze* tTie life blood 
out of the peasants. The peasants honestly and frankly say that to a 
mahajan whatew may be til** dues, if they go and cry to him and fall 
at his feet, he vfill perhaps postpone it foi^ a month jar two. But the 
Co-operative Department crushes and crushes like a machine without, 
mercy. That is the situation to-day. One of lftv friends was suggest- 
ing that it was the worst terrorism that Government could think yf 
and I entirely agree with him in this respect. The co-operativ^ move- 
ment is a great movement. We are sometimes called visionaries and 
in this respect I am also a visionary but I do feel that The co-operative 
movement has a great future, of course not at this stage but only after 
its frame-work of capitalism has been smashed. As I have said before 

that the motto TWTC is a grand 

motto. But what do we find? The Hon’ble Minister was good enough 
to say that all is^not y^ll in the department. I would rather go further 
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and say that e^rything is wrong with this department. That is the 
motto with which c the Co-operative^ Department should have been 
developed bi$ which has been forgotten, whirdi has not been remembered 
by any *of the officers or even by the Minister. It is better not to 
speak of the ngovem^nt ; it is only like any other department of the 
Government and somebody was suggesting, when the Hon’ble Minister 
was asking for more power for the department, why should we not put 
the Co-operative Department under t lie Home Department so that there 
will be no difficulty absolutely, the power will be absolute and complete. 
In this respect I shall cite one or two examples. ' The main defects of 
the co-operative movement can be classified under three heads. One 
has been already admitted by the llon’ble' Minister that the Audit 
Department is to be separated from the* Organisation Department. 
That 'was really a very great defect and we are mv.ch assured by the 
statement made here that henceforward it is not going to be so. One 
defect will be removed — -Jet us hope so at least. 

As regards the sevoyd, there uloo T shall 4>e supporting the lloifble 
Minister — that is, lack of funds — though I am speaking on a cut 
motion, but this ft a ’cut motion of Rs. J 00. Personally I 

think that even if the grant were increased ^ent. ‘ per cent, 
or 400 per cent, ij, would not be enough for t lie needs of 

Bengal. Only Id lakhs are being - given for this department; 
even I think’ a crore and Id lakhs or even more may be needed if we 
really maun business, if we really waht to have the co-operative 
societies really effective and efficient — the co-operative societies in each 
one of the 120 thousand villager that we have in Bengal. So my criti- 
cism is that the lapk of funds from which tl*? department is suffering 
is real and therefore we must have more money if we want to do really 
something for this' department. 

I* 

I come tv* the third and there is the real criticism of the present 
administration ol this department . Government or the Registrar 
to whom Government power is exercised there has got too much power 
and not too little power as was suggestedHby the Hoif’ble Minister. I 
have no time to read out li is functions, but practically lie is all in all. 
’lie can suspend a fcnciety, be can do anything lie likes to. Therefore, 
the question is not to have more power for* the Registrar but less power. 
For tl^ proper- control of tin’s department a non -official body was 
created juid that body has been functioning and in the constitution 
itself it ha£ be^n said that unless a non-official body functions properly 
the movement cannot grow, and in fnis view I have got the support of 
no less persons than Mr. C. 8. Strickland of the Punjab, the 
late Rai Jamini Mohan Mitra Bahadur, who was a Registrar of the 
Co-operative Department, and a man, I should say, who had really a 
vision about the Co-operative Department — its future and its possi- 
bilities — and I would also like to mention one ^ther name and that is 
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the name of Lord Ronaldshay, now Marquess of Zetland, who was a 
Governor of our Presidency and .who is now the Secretary of Slate for 
India. All these persons jycfe of opinion that the movement should 
not be controlled so much by official agencies but non-oflieial # agencie» 
must have a proper* share in the movement; o\herw^se departmental 
inertia would not allow it to move *and might kill the movement 
altogether. Many non-official members want to co-operate at first but 
find it so difficult that they either sufcumb and become Rai Bahadurs 
or Khan Bahadurs or in disgust leave the movement altogether and 
try to do whatever *is possible independently in their own sphere and 

iu their own di^rict. 

• 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Sir, there is so mrfch confusion of • 
thought about tin* functions ami services of co-opprative societies tlmt 
it may be of some use if some one in this debate restates its fundamental 
principle. 1 shall attempt to do so as long a theoretical jftudent of 
co-opera tioir and now Chairman of the Provincial^ Co-operative Bank of 
Bengal, which is an ultimate source of co-opefative credit in this pro- 
vince. Other dilators of co-operative bank** in Jhis House will, I hope* 
agree with me # that this kind of banker may fairly be described as a 
depressed clash, making no money for themselves and not much for 
theiiVbanks. I may, first at all, say what e<f-operative credit is not. 
If is not charitv, it is not the handing out of money whiqh at once will 
be forgotten b\ both the giv^r and the receiver.; not the giving out of 
money without obligations. Nor is it the giving of lon^-tefm loans for 
any purpose for the general convenience of borrowers. In any country 
co-operative credit develops itself in delation to the peculiar circum- 
stances of that country, *and in Bengal it has \ectfhie mainly a contii- 
vance for giving the peasant th/» small capital that will help him to 
h'ok after his land and keep, himself and his family froip one harvest 
to another until he can sell his produce and meet his liabilities. I may 
say, therefore, that co-operative credit in Bengal is a sfream that flowa 
out from the supplying banks through subordinate societies to flie 
peasant, washes*round him 1m d his land, drops tome of its bcneficience 
there, and then flows baek to where it cahne from,* to he ready to go 
out oil its rounds again. The current may 1 m; sl#w; hut however slotv 
and gentle there must be flow. If the flow ceases, the whole co- 
operative credit stream becomes stagnant, and there* is distress every- 
where, amongst lenders, borrowers, peasants. It is hard no^-a-Mays to 
keep the current of this stream moving. The peasant calfnot send the 
flojv on because he himself is so* hardly circumstanced. What is the 
cause ? Many blame the department. May I point out that this pro- 
vince has gone through bad times, that the building-up ol the educative 
side of the work has^een largely neglected, and that the peasant ha» 
not been stimulated by any one to remember his obligations, and that 
most of the societiel^ dealing with this work are not official societies 
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Rut private socieftes of men who are working to the best of their ability 
to serve their generation in their own small way? The department has 
managed and survived many difficulties, 1 a/id in estimating its work 
we should remember that it is doing much more than it is equipped 
for. I think thjit is pne of Mr. Bari’s points. Further, its work has 
-of late been influenced by dolibe/ate campaigns against the department. 
Attempts have been made to discredit it. 

J^hen, Sir, it is handicapped by inheritances from more spacious 
'days when those responsible for the department were mb re anxious to 
add to its dimensions than to its excellences. These are the special 
difficulties in Bengal. But, in all co-operative credit 0 structures there 
is this special inherent Weakness*.' Co-operative credit generally deals 
‘with people who are economically deficient, and its purpose, in Bengal, 
is to help the peasant, to become economically efficient’ in all ‘ways; but 
it can onlv do its work by assuming that they, are already economically 
•effieifyit and reliable. It can only lend or refuse to lend money; if it 
is not lending money it is not co-operative credit; if it does ‘lend money 
then it has to take all .the risks inherent in lending money to people 
' who, economically, are* not good borrowers, and perhaps by their up- 
bringing have not realized the full ..obligations that involve on the 
borrowers. Therefore, if the Co-operative Credit Department is attacked 
.as inefficient, that means that' this inefficiency is there in fact, because 
it is working*.. under conditions that make for inefficiency, and in pro- 
portion as it improves those conditions ambin proportion as it improves 
the material wjth which it is dealing, so does it diminish the need of 
its own services. In other words, there can be no such thing as a 
perfect Co-operative Cretjit Department, because it would not be needed 
in the perfect world* that implies. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
bis seat.) 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U : Mr. Speaker, Sir, it has been 
pointed out that the Co-operative Department has not worked with 
success because of the shortcomings of the staff of the department. I 
desire to point out the House that the Co-operative Department in 
this province is worked to a very large extent by non-official bodies and 
agenciesy The most important individual in the co-operative movement 
is the ultimate borrower; next to him is the village society which 
arranges for' the ^advance of a loan to him. On the top of the village 
society is the central society which finds the money and distributes it 
among the village societies. The central society in its turn obtains the 
‘"money from the Provincial Co-operative Bank at the apex. All these 
institutions are conducted by non-officials. The department only keeps 
a watch over those who are entrusted with working the movement, but 
it Las not much to do with the actual working ft and conduct of the 
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co-operative movement in this province. The difficult^ has been that 
those that have taken upon themselves the working of the movement 
which is to benefit the ultimate borrower, that is to say, tlm tiller of the 
soil, or the small artisan, have not been sufficiently trained in what 
co-operative credit i.s.* The result has been that tlie sources of credit in 
many cases may show a tendency to dry up. It must be remembered 
by every one that the co-operative movement draws its resources almost 
entirely from deposits, from persons frho want a small return in ttye 
way of in teres#. They deposit either at the central bank or at the 
piovineial bank. Jf they do not receive this small interest these 
depositors will net deposit their mone> and will be gradually dis- 
couraged from depositing.* So, in order to ruA the co-operative move- 
ment which draws its resources from the public through the*e 
depositors It e must conduct tht # department in a t well-conducted wu\ . 
Rut for some reurftm or ojher the ultimate borrower, and those in the 
lower grades of the departmental organisation have not fully under- 
stood theii Responsibility . in iliy lyatter. The Jesuit has been that* 
while the Provincial Rank in Calcutta which otdains its deposits from 
the public to the ^Ktent of about erores* find distributes the money 
throughout* the whole province, hys to pay interest according to stipu- 
lated instalments, half-yearly or \earh, on the stroke ot tin* clock and 
cannot* wait, central hanks ftjul the village * organisations and the 
ultimate borrower, keep hack and dela\» paying their interest. They 
do not consider that they are 4 he persons who have the greatest respon- 
sibility in the matter to see that the sources from which, money has to 
he obtained for the benefit of the province are not dried up. That 
has been one of the chief ^difficulties in this produce of the co-operative 
Movement. As regards the personnel ot the department it is an 
organisation which obtains money and advances money on loan but 
unfortunately they do not investigate properly as to whoin*the> should 
lend and how to organise collections at the proper tinrt*. For that 
purpose tho.se that are entrusted with working ,the organisation of the 
State Department should he trained in hanking methods and in hank- 
ing institutions, •the> should have some knowledge of practical hank- 
ing. As they handle other people’s money they must he imbued with 
the idea of the sacredness of other people’s money, luid of the business- 
like methods in which it i<*to he employed. They have not got tins 
training; this training must he such that it should accustom the 
persons under training with the 'ordinary working yt hanking institu- 
tion^. Undoubtedly the co-operative organisation is* not a money- 
lending organisation. 1 quite understand that. Rut as stated by the 
previous speaker it is an organisation to help the ultimate borrower, 
to help the actual cultivator to tide over his difficulties ^between the 
starting of his ploughtat the commencement of the cultivation season 

up to the harvest time* when the produce can be sold 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 
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Mr. 8UREM9RA MOHAN MAITRA: As I listened to the speech of 
the Hou’ble Minister I heard the voice of Esau but the hand was the 
hand of Jacob. The Hon’ble Minister ill hjs speech has said that in the 
co-operative movement there is no room for politics and that there is no 
politics in it. I en/irely agree with him. I afn in a restricted and 
special sense a co-operator since the Co-operative Act was passed 
because the memorable speech of Gokhale attracted me to this move- 
ment. Since then I had been ih it until two years ago when I had to 
incftr the displeasure of the Registrar for which I was banned out of it. 
It was at the annual meeting of the Bengal Provincial Co-operative 
Organisation in 198b I had the good fortune, according to my light the 
misfortune, to move a certain resolution criticising very severely the 
Government’s 'departmental action and ‘demanding the so-called 
provincial autonomy for the Bengal ( >)-operat.ive Organisation and for 
yot reducing the grant of the Government to r this organisation. 

This department has. of late been su.fferfng from an overzealousness 
'and too much interference by the department. Co-operative movement 
should be as far as practicable left to the goodwill, as the Hon’ble 
Minister has said, of < the* people; but there has been of late a great 
manipulation by whpdi Very willing! and able eo-ope*a tors’’ have been 
shut out from taking any part in the activities of the department. It 
has been said that no suggestion has , ever been made regarding the 
working of ‘this department. "I 1 1) ink the Hon’ble Minister is perhaps 
not much /connected with the working of* the Co-operative Department. 
If he cares to -go through the proceedings of the annual meetings of the 
Bengal Provincial Co-operative, Organisation at which representatives 
from all over Bengal cor.ie and assemble and deliberate for days together, 
the Hon’ble Minister will find that many valuable suggestions have 
been given from ,y'ear to year b\ this organisation only to 'be. flouted 
and rejected* by the Government. It is with a very abiding regret that 
in the year 1 9j‘lb I said at the annual meeting that it was absolutely 
useless to make any suggestion because our suggestions were never 
heard or never given effect to: so that it* does not lie dn the mouth of 
the H on’ble Minister now ( to say that there lias been no suggestion 
.whatsoever. The Hon’ble Minister has asked for goodwill and honesty 
of the people. The goodwill of the people is there, but you do not 
c»re to take advantage of it. You do not care to create the interest in 
the p§6ple to take more interest in the co-operative movement. My 
friend MS*. gibnath Banerjee said that this is a department which really 
can, if it is run bn a proper line, do iipmense good to the people, and it is 
for this that some o£ us who really belong to the non-co-operating 
section of this House take part in this co-operative movement, because 
we feel that there is room and ample scope for doing good to the people. 
But when we see that our hands are tied and th*^ movement is throttled 
by the extra attention of the department we corns away in disgust and 
utter despair. ( * * 
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Hitherto the Co-operative Department Ws beenitmore or less a 
banking institution and loa^i office and nothing more. Unfortunately I 
must say that there is atrop]iy»in the outlook of the* departmental heads 
which has created something like a paralysis in the department. It 
requires a boldness of -heart : it needs some revolutionary outlook and not 
the timidity of a weak mind which se£ks inspiration from the depart- 
ment. Sir, I will cite one instance how this department is run. There 
is an auditor under the Central Rank* of Natore. This man has been 
found defalcating the bank’s money. He was appointed liquidator *of 
several banks and collected money from several banks: he collected 
the money but hqs not yet credited the same to the Government. In 
spite of notices to the Assistant Registrar no ncfion has been taken of 
it. On the other hand from the letter in the file of ttie Co-operative * 
Department it wil^be fpund that these things have # been already sought 
to be white-washed. • 

(The member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) # 

• # 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALM rise to move that the entire 
demand under the%ead “4‘I — Co-qperative Ci^dit#’ be refused. 

Sir, I flo not desire to indict •any speech on this subject because 1 
feel that I am so much moved by the uttei^ neglect of duty of tfTe 
Government and the department concerned that it would not be possible 
for me to say things with moderation. Therefore, and in ’fader to save 
the time of the House, I haTe circulated a to ote and 1 **rave your 
indulgence to accept this and incorporate the note as a part of the pro- 
ceedings'. With these words, Sir, 1 ha^d over a copy of fjie note to the 
Hon’ble Minister (who has already got one copy) jnd one copy to the 
official reporters. I have already placed one copy of this on the library 
table. If members go through life note they will find suggestions in it 
which I am sure, they will consider as constructive and practical. 

• 

Maillvi A3IMUDDIN AHMED spoke in llengali of which the 
following is an* jhiglish translation : 

Mr, Speaker, Sir, enough has been said ajioiit the Co-operativft 
Department. I shall not tajce much time of the House and shall con- 
tent myself with referring only to a few incidents in. my own district. 
The Co-operative Department w*is set up for the benefit of the poor 
peasantry and it did some good to them in the fiegjnniag. Duriug 
these hard times when the economic condition of the peasants has 
grown extremely deplorable and when they aw; almost completely 
ruined as a result of their indebtedness to the zamindnrs and the maha- * 
jans the oppressions which the men of the Co-operative Department 
have been practising i|pon them are simply indescribable. I have seen 
with my own eyes tkat Co-operative Department people bad brought 
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under arrest debtors without any warrant and also kept them con- 
fined. In some instances debtors were kept standing in water and 
sometimes kept sitting under benchi s. Ip some cases again beating 
was resorted to — not to speak of the most _ filthy abuses that were 
hurled. Some people of the Co-operative Department entered a house 
at the village Kodya near Akhaura in Brahmanbaria subdivision in 
the absence of the owner of the house and were taking away all his 
moveable properties when the \illagers protested against this action. 
Because of this protest a false case was instituted against (i or 7 of 
these villagers. In the lower court the accused were sentenced to terms, 
of imprisonment varying from six months to one year. They w r ere T 
however, acquitted on appeal fyut they have bem financially ruined 
as a result of ‘this case. There have been several cases in Chandpur 
subdivision in which some of the employees ojt the, Department have 
been punished. Corruption has increased to such an extent within 
this Department that it cannot work any more. For obtaining bribes 
<hey attached and put to auction properties of even these who had 
already cleared their debts and as soon as the bribes w ere given the 
properties were returned to the owners. The establishment of the 
Debt Settlement Boards has, I presume, made the continuance of the 
Department unnecessary; for, the Co-operative Societies are no longer 
willing to lend money to peasants. 

The employees of this Department have very little work to do now. 
During tl^e last election 1 saw thousands of Co-operative Department 
employees carrying on house to house canvassing in m\ own district 
of Tippera. If they had any yvork in hand they could not certainly 
have canvassed votes «>illegally and unjustly during the election. 
Auditors, inspectors and even the Assistant Registrar himself went to 
Camilla for the purpose of canvassing votes. We sent repeated tele- 
grams to Gt.vernment but obtained no redress. In an election suit at 
Camilla mum> of several employees have been mentioned. So from 
all points of view the ^failure of the policy oi co-operation has been 
proved. A terrible disservice lias been, done to the agricultural 
debtors by excluding the dues of the Co-operative Societies from the 
^arbitration of the Debt Settlement Board. There is no doubt a nominal 
provision that payment by instalments may be made with the permis- 
sion of the Registrar but replies to applications are not received before 
two or* three months are passed. Besides, not more than two or three 
years’ time, is allowed. It does not benefit the debtors in any way. 
So this Department has now beoomp totally useless. 


Babu KSHETRA NATH SINCMA: Sir, in opposing the motion of 
Mr.Abdul Bari I do not say that the co-operativ$fmovement has succeed- 
ed. It has failed but not completely. Mr. Bari said that it had failed 
completely and Government were responsible for /‘This failure. But, Sir, 
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my experience is otherwise. I have some experience fd the working of 
th^ co-operative movement and for some time and even now I have 
taken part in the movement. • Government are, of course, responsible to 
some extent for the failure of this movement; but ultimately who is* 
really responsible for this failure ? To my mind the people are surely 
responsible to a great extent for this •failure. Until and unless the 
morality of the public is raised the co-operative ‘movement cannot 
succeed. • 

* 9 . 

Sir, I hav# seen in villages where this co-operative movement is 
going on there ace'big village (jeiranitis who, in collusion with the 
Government offioers, take part in distributing the money amongst the 
poor illiterate massbs taking the lioifcs shar«* for themselves. These- 
village dewanias take the ifiajor portion of the money Tnit they are not* 
in the habit of paying the money while the illiterate poor masses are- 
made responsible.for the money and certificates and something like that 
are issued against them a*n$ their cattle are taken away or thefr utensils* 
are attached. Therefore I say* Sir, if the movement is to succeed at all, 
the morality of the people should * be raised! We cannot complain 
against the Goveryment only but we complain ^hat the public is some-# 
how or oilier Responsible for thi*s degraded .position. Sir, this move- 
ment has succeeded in western countries and it*has succeeded-^«en«ip 
Indirw in the Punjab. But *why it has farted in Bengal? Ts the 
Government only responsible for this failure of the movement ? To my 
mind, Sir, the Government js not solely responsible but the people of 
Bengal are responsible to a great extent (Laughter). My friends may 
laugh but the thing is that they have not got any practical experience of 
the mofussil. They live in big cities*and towns and ha*ve no practical 
• knowledge how this movement is going on in •the mofussil. Sir^ 
you know how the people in thp mofussil are oppressed by the big 
people. * 9 

Sir, I do not applaud the Government for the failure of this move- 
ment but, Sir, this movement is based on self-help and joint action. 
But do the people help th$ Government or thj Government help the 
people to do tlfeir work jointly? The people being illiterate are not 
used to help themselves nor they are able to act jointly for the elevation 
of their own position. For this state of things, to my mind, Govern- 
ment is responsible to some extent but the public to a great extent* 

Sir, the Government must be* ready to begin with a clean f^Jatfc. The 
major portion of the banks should be liquidated. I *ee, *>ir, now and 
then in the gazette that some b3nks here and some banks there are 
being liquidated. What is the reason, Sir? Is Government responsible 
for the liquidation of these banks? Certainly not: *he people are 
responsible, because djice they get the money they are not used to pay 
it. Mr. Abdul Bari faid that the Government is not lowering the rate- 
of interest. Is the V overnment responsible for lowering the rate of 
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interest? Mr. Abdul Bari is not aware of the fundamental principle 
*of co-operation. This money, Sir, is advanced not by the Government 
but the bigger portion of the money h advanced by private individuals 
who must gfet their full interest and they are not lowering their 
interests at all. Lafct year there was a provincial conference in my 
district of Rangpur and we asked all the provincial banks to lower their 
interests. Mr. Wordsworth was one of the members and he presided 
over that meeting. We asked Mr. Wordsworth to lower the rate of 
interest in order that the Central Banks might be relieved to a great 
extent. * 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

4 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, while support- 
ing the motion of my ^honourable friend Mr. Abdur Bari I intend to make 
a few observations' on the policy underlying this movement. Almost 
all tlie defects have been 'discussed threadbare on the floor of this House 
and different voices liafve* only been Raised by Mr. Wordsworth, Mr. Basu 
and my friend on the other. side who just now spoke. J fully agree with 
Mr. Bari and I add further that tlier'e is something wrong at the very 
bottom of this movement. He has also said that this is a foreign 
import. I quite agree” with him and beg to supplement further that 
only the superficial aspect of this movement was borrowed from foreign 
countries, and an attempt was first made to give effect to this scheme 
by establishing a few credit societies without taking care or having 
regard to the fact that there is something underlying this movement 
which requires great care and nurture. Now, Sir, when these banks 
have been established, attempts have been maue only just to substitute 
these banks for the ordinary banks started by private bodies such as loan 
offices and banks. Now, we see that some officers, viz., inspectors 
auditors and, supervisors attached to these central banks have beer 
taught only to' perform and conduct the business in the same manner 
ad has been followed in the conduct of business of loan offices and 
private banks. The main and important function has.not been taught 
to them, but it caiinot be Warned that these officers are responsible for 
lc. The whole respon Ability lies with the Head of the Department 
and tlie Government itself who did not care up till now' to know what 
the principles and the wrongs underlying this movement are. Only 
the central bank invested money to t lie rural societies and that is. with- 
out having any ^jare or regard to the fact that these rural societies haye 
got the capacity to pay and the rural societies again which are composed 
of men who have got very little know ledge, experience or education have 
in the same vway invested money without the least care and without 
regard being had to the capacity of members or whether their lands are 
sufficient to cover the loans or whether they ha^e lands or some other 
source or not to pay their debts. In this way ndbre of the money has 
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beeg invested and it has been subsequently found thaf # the pressure on 
the land of the borrower is so gieat that his loan was sure to be a 
burden on the other membeifc o*f tfle society. If the inspectors, auditors 
and supervisors come into the rural areas, they ar^ thought as at menace 
to the persons who are connected with the Co-opecativa Department in 
the villages, because it is not uncommon, I beg to, suggest that the 
whole outlook should have to be changed. If the movement in the 
countries from where the source lias been imported here, has flourished 
on account of t?ie tactful dealing in the conduct of the movement, why 
then Bengal is lagkging behind? I think this responsibility cannot be 
shirked by Government when it is said that they are doing their 
business with the full responsibility afld full knowledge of duty. The 
main thing which the co-operative, organisation has failed to grasp, is 
in my mini to cafry otr proper ’and regular propaganda. The propa- 
ganda system had’once been established, but now it has cease^ to func- 
tion and it has practically ftecojne a money-lending business now.# We 
have got an idea from the. Hobble Minister tha^ lie is going to separate 
the department of propaganda from that of the- other departments. I 
beg to submit that this lias long b^en overdtie anti that Government has 
committed*a grfcat blunder in not taking recourse to such a s tep l ong 
before. Then, Sir, I beg to submit that there Jiave been defalcation' ST 
There*has been corruption in .these rural bodies as well as in central 
bodies. Why these corruptions at all crept in is a matter for considera- 
tion of this House. I will orfly point out through you, Sir, $hat. it was 
on account of the carelessness of the departmental officers 'who practical- 
ly did not take proper care in the adnpnisl ration or in tjie conduct of 
business of this movement. This movement embraces many things, it 
embraces agriculture, industry and rural reconstruction. If all these 
are at the bottom of the co-operative movement, may J ask the Hon’ble 
Minister to place on the table here what up till now frbm 1912 the 
Government has done to improve them and thereby to improve Ihe condi- 
tion of the people and the starving millions for whom this department 
has been opened? Of course, I admit, Sir, tl^at the staff is quite 
insufficient, but that is a very lame excuse* • 

• 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 


Al-Haj Maulana Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in tfijs con- 
nection may I draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister # to*a knotty 
problem, X mean owing to the recent amendment of the* relevant section 
of the Civil Procedure Code some of the urban co-operative societies are 
growing shy in advancing money to the poor class of people, because if 
fheir salary is less than Rs. 100 that cannot be attached any more. So 
those poor people whofbannot procure sureties whose salaries are more 
than Rs. 100 or if the^applicants themselves are not drawing a salary of 
more than Rs. M)0, they c^pnot get any relief in the shape of loans from 
39 * 
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these urban co-operative societies, and I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department to find ©ut some sort of solution for this 
unfortunate etate of affairs. ' < 

Another point to which I would like to draw, the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister is this. There has been corruption as has been 
narrated by my iearned colleagues, the honourable members of this 
House, and also there have been -defalcations and tyranny is sometimes 
practised by the officers of the Co-operative Department. But since 
there is a change of attitude and mentality of the Government since the 
inauguration of the reformed constitution, I think it will be in the fitness 
of things if not only the. Hon ’bl^ Minister in charge of the Co-operative 
Department but all the Ministers issue written instructions to all the 
District Officers and f Divisional Officers to take a lenient attitude towards 
the peasantry of this country, and I would request them to temper 
justice With mercy, because although there are cases where Projas have 
generally heard from our Premier that 1 all the District Officers of the 
province are under the' control of the Premier still in practice we do 
find that the mental altitude of the District Officers,^ not yet changed, 
and they still persist to continue then* former habits and stick to them. 
So T. think a fresh instruction should he issue to all the officers of the 
Co-operative Department asking them that they should take humane 
attitude towards these poor people. Sometimes T have referred these 
things to the District Officers themselves jjnd they said “Why don’t you 
write and "give some specific instances so that we may take action in 
time; we cannot waste our time in going through the letter.” May I 
ask the Hon’ble Minister whether it is possible for these poor people to 
follow the correct fold rigid procedure Y They are involved in debts-, 
because they are poor and ignorant;, they cannot get their grievances 
redressed a? they cannot formally approach the district authorities. 
We are involved in a vicious circle. If you say why they suffer, because 
they are ignorant; why they are ignorant, because they are poor and 
there lies the responsibility of the Government. The Government of 
the province should fiftd out the ways and* means to ameliorate the con- 
dition of the people of this’province by providing education, sanitation 
and economic relief .^so that, there may not be any complaint of ignorance 
and that might be, in my humble opinion? the panacea of all evils. If 
the pec pie are properly educated, if they have sufficient means of sub- 
sistence,- they will not tolerate anybody to tyrannise over them and 
oppress them. They would raise their chorus of protests against all 
these oppressions and corruptions. But now there is no other alternative 
but to endure silently and patiently in the hope of better days in the 
immediate future. 

t 

X 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Sir, I wish to say a few words in the 
course of this debate. It seems that the mover and the supporters of 
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the cut motion are of opinion that the co-operative moVlment was alone 
responsible for the economic salvation of rural Bengal ; but I am sorry 
that I cannot agree with th#m! I think that it is the co-(prdinatioii of 
the Co-operative Department, the Agriculture Department and 

the Industries Department that are responsible for the 

economic improvement of the rural Bengal. Sir, it has been said that 
the co-operative movement is a complete failure, but I do not agree there 
also. It has not been really able to do all that it had intended to dg. 
But certainly it has done something towards the amelioration of the 
rural people. Now. ^ir, it has been admitted that the mahajans used 
to realise interest «at the rate of 37 1 per cent, to Jo per cent, till 1928. 
From 1928 they had fo lower down their rate of interest^ and what was 
it due to? I think the co-fcperatiye movement is responsible for the 
reduction of the rale of* interest *so far as the maJjiqans are concerned. 
We know that the'viahajajis used to* realise exhorbitant rate of t interest* 
from the cultivators, bftt # the co-operative movement helped 
to lower ddwn the rate of interest. It # has been said by a # 
speaker that the co-operative society is like a crushing machine 
and it crushes and crushes tl^e poor ‘cultifators, but it does 
not apply* to idle co-operative .societies at all,; it applies to the 
mahajans. Do we not know that the mahajans pre responsible Tor ' WiS ' 
ruination of many cultivators J It is said that the mahajans give 
time, if they are approached, sometimes lip to 3 or 4 moiffhs. Why? 
They do give more time. I sa\* it is because the mfihajan invesjs Us. 100 
and takes a mortgage of the property and lie waits and* waits till 12 
years, and when its interest and principal is accumulated to several 
hundreds, then he comes ppon the cultivator and fil^s a suit and takes 
alvay all the properties that the cultivator had mortgaged to him. 
This is, Sir, not the only instance!*. There are many .instances, which 
everyone knows, in which the mahajans have ruined many^cultivators, 
But we know a few instances where co-operative societies have been 
so harsh to the cultivators. Of course, as we know, the co-operative 
supervisor goes ^nd realises pioney lent to him # for a short term to 
raise crops, but # when the cultivator fails, to give the money after 
repeated demands the co-operative societies file disputes and when the • 
amount was not yet very heavy the amount is realised from him. We 
know a very few instances in which the cultivators who borrowed front 
the societies have been totally ruined as in the case of mahajans* . Sir, 
it haB been said that there are defalcations and misappropriations in 
many societies. If we think of tb^it, we stdnd condemned ourselves, 
as it has been pointed out that the whole movement has been conducted 
by non-officials with only a few officials to supervise the* work. Of 
course, there is a dearth of officials for supervision, but that does not 
explain away the dishcflesty that was committed by the non-official 
people. It has been s^pd by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
department that «fche department is understaffed, and I think that is 
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to a great extent responsible for these defalcations. As I have alieady 
said that the department has not |beqn &ble to do all that it had 
aimed at dding, i.e., to alleviate the sufferings of the cultivators; but 
in some places the co-operative movement has (Jone good and I know 
some such insfances'. I know t of Badarkliali Colonisation in the Cox’s 
Bazar subdivision of my Division. Sir, there was a forest, of 3,600 
acres of land which was deforested b\ the Government. It was full of 
jungles and an abode of jackals and foxes. It was njade over to the 
Co-operative Department and the Department toqk it up, reclaimed it 
and colonised it. Sir, you will be glad to know tlfat the place is now 
quite a habitable one 'where 600 families with a population of 3,000 men 
- — all landless labourers from cfifferent districts — live. 

(The member haying readied tlie time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr.^UKUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I rise 'io support the cut motion 
* moved by my honourable friend Mr. 'Sibnath Banerjee. M I take this 
opportunity in bringing to the notice of the House the numerous cases 
of defalcations that are ^taking place in the co-operative societies of 
Bengal. I cannot but severely condemn ihe Co-operative Department 
^ Wung primarily fesponsible for the deplorable state of affairs now 
prevailing in the co-operative societies,, of Bengal. In the l$st few 
years therq, has been no less than oO cases of defalcations in these 
societies. I mention onl t > a few sensational cases of recent happenings: 
Bankura 'Central Bank, Midnapore People’s Bank, Chandpur Bank, 
Bengal Nagpur Urban Bank and last but not the least Hooghly Credit 
Co-operative’ Bank in which mrfre than a lakh of rupees were defalcated. 
In this connection I like to quote a few lihes from the judgment in 
the Hooghly Co-operative Bank case. The learned Judge said: — 

“The system of auditing seems to be defective. I am constrained 
to remark that unless the check by the Co-operative Department be 
<more effective and efficient, unless the system of auditing be more 
adequate and thorough and actual auditing more efficient, it would be 
rather safer for d he publiq that sucli Banks should c£ase to exist.” 

In a previous , .trial in connection with another defalcation case, 
where the same group of persons were involved, one of the accused 
'Satyadayal made statements implicating Bhupen Ghosh, Inspector of 
Co-operative Societies, and certain r other officers of the department. 
The trying Judge in his judgment criticised the laxity of the depart- 
ment and forwarded copies of the* judgment and the statements of 
Satyadayal to the Registrar, but it is a mystery, if not a positive 
gc£|ndal, .rthat no action has yet been taken. The “Amrita Bazar 
fhitrika” in their editorial 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, nrdor V nn 4-V> a a J itorial 

comment of a newspaper. 
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Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: On a point ctf order, Sir. I 
have seen in the proceedings of tiie House of Comjnons that the name 
of the * ‘Times” is mentioned hntl sometimes extracts from that news* 
paper are read. 


Mr. SPEAKER: If Mr. Siddiqi had heard what the point of or<lef 
was, he would not have raised it. Tlfe speaker had been referring to 
the editorial ofea newspaper. 

Mr. 8UKUMAR «DUTTA: Sir, there has.bden persistent demand 
by the public for the desirability of the Government Issuing a com- 
munique on the result of the enquiry regarding the complicity of the 
officers of the department in the Hooghly Credfl. Co-operative fraud 
case, but strange enough* tjie Government is still mysterious^ silent. 
Mr. Speaker* Sir, the people deposit their life’s saving in Co-operative 
Banks on the faith that these organisations are looked after and super- 
vised by the Government. These are not the siyplus fund of the rich 
but represent thg poor man’s mite,*a saving myde at the cost of denying 
oneself many elementary comforts* and convenient^ of life and 
many ^privations and hardship*;. If these savings are flittered away by 
the authorities and criminally wasted by .wilful negligence v .l am afraid, 
Sir, no terms are too stropg to condemn the authorities of the 
Co-operative Department. Sir, the basic principle of a^soifnd system 
of audit is that the auditing authority should not have any respon- 
sibility in the management of the concdhi, the accounts of which are to 
be audited. So I suggest that public auditors be # appointed and the 
Accountant-General, Bengal, shquld he ^immediately approached for 
lending a few audit officers for ensuring independent^ audi^; 

In conclusion I appeal to the Government to agree a persistent 
demand of a public enquiry of the alleged complicity of the depart- 
mental officers yi the defalcation cases and also for the appointment of 
a committee of (ffficials and non-officials interested iij the co-operative 
movement to devise ways and means to improve the working of th^ 
department and prevent these ever-recurrent defalcations. The new 
Ministry should begin w T ith a clean slate. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mi;. Speaker, •Sir* I am sure 
every member present in the House to-day has realised that it is not 
only that there is something wrong with this department but that it 
is rotten from top to bottom. Accusations have been *fltong at, its 
administration and officials by almost every speaker. As I sat listening 
to the statement of Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department, 
I felt that he c^uld n<^t very well defend what had happened before h# 
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took charge. f 'One of the most important departments of what we 
call “.nation-building departments ’ ’ hps been passing through a sort of 
blizzard for & period of almost seven years (perhaps more. 

The officers^are declared to be bad, the auditors are bad, and, in 
fact, banks, societies and evefything connected with the department 
has gone to the "dogs. In this connexion, Sir, an old Persian saying 
jrfjj " “Wazir-i-chunin Shahriyar-i 

chunan” comes to my mind, which means “A s tlie Minister so 
the King.” It should have been ihe duty of •'the Minister who 
ruled the department for years to have 80 .inspired the officers 
of the department as would ‘have compelled them to look upon 
their duty with some sense of responsibility. I think the House 
owes a deep debt of gratitude to Dr. Nalinaksha kanval, for having 
placed before every member a resume of the ‘charges as well as of con- 
structive suggestions. Without this department, Sir, all our efforts 
in Agriculture, in Industries, and She other minor departments, as they 
are called to-day, but which 1 should like to call the^major departments 
of this province, will be in vain, for ‘these departments cannot go ahead 
without co-operationv Agriculture and Industries will be no-where 
unless there is a co-opprative system to help both, and, therefore, Sir, 
I should like to appeal to the Hon’bie Minister in charge to take 
courage into both of his hands and to appoint a committee of inquir\ 
and investigation to find out who was responsible for this terrible 
devastation in this one of the most important departments of State. 
If I could go, a bit further, I should like the w hole Cabinet to realize 
that they have got powers to-day which none of their predecessors 
possessed. Let them realize that they are the masters of the situation. 
Let them make mistakes. This House will look with indulgence on 
their mistakes; but, for goodness' sake, let them go forward and give 
us some sort of an earnest of their intention to make things move and 
assure us that they will not take shelter behind the fact that the rot 
had set in during the + ime of their predecessors and that the sins of the 
parents should n<‘>t be visited upon the children. If things are bad let 
them come out and tell us so. Let them find out the culprits and 
punish everyone wdio has been responsible for this terrible state of 
affairs and for lie havoc played with the chances of improving the lot 
of the people of Bengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Mr. 

Speaker, Sir, at the outset I must express my hearty thanks to my 
honourable friends for the very kind advice they have given me in the 
course of this debate. Sir, even wffien any of viy honourable friends 
has been a bit caustic, I have taken that too wd*b-a sense of gratitude. 
But I am extremely sorry that things should haVe been said for which 
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personally it would not be possible for me to give a reply. But, Sir, I 
can give this much of assui*ance tfc the honourable members that 1 have 
taken note of all that they '♦have 4aid, and I shall personally look into 
those matters. If on an examination of these, matters it becomes 
necessary to go into these things morp deeply, I sha41 certainly not 
hesitate to do so. 

• 

To start with my friend Mr. Abdul Bari he knows as chair- 
man of one of tke premier Central Banks in this province — 
for lie ought to know, how these banks are worked. Tie said that the 
co-operative movement, had failed completely . to* be of real service to 
the people. A reply has boen given to this by my lufhouruble friend 
Mr. Abdul »Majid. # I do not aduiif that charge. But then. Sir, at the 
same time I have, got to say that .the movement* has not failed com- 
pletely, but that it has no # t been able to do as much as wt* all had 
expected of *it. He had referred to the movement having come into 
existence in 1902, and that after the enactmChif of the Co-operative 
Societies Act of M1J.2 the movement went ,oii v^ry well till 1928 and 
that it caipe to # a standstill after *that year. , Does he not know, Sir, 
that after that year there came the tefrible economic depression 
the province? Does he not realize, as 1 *hope ^ie does, that this was 
one of the main reasons which* were responsible for the tf/rible plight 
of this movement? Both irjy friends Mr. Abdul Bari and Maulvi 
Asimuddin Ahmed have complained against the work of f \ le officers 
of these banks, more especially of the supervisors. My honourable 
friends do know, I am sure, that the^ are officers of their own ; the 
department have nothing to do with them. And # it is these officers 
who realize the money that have, been lent out by. the Central Banks 
to the rural societies and their members on behalf of the Central Banks. 
And if they have done anything wrong, I do not know hoW the depart- 
ment can be said to be at fault. It is when these officers have failed 
to do their part of the work on behalf of the Central Banks and it is 
when the Central* Banks do send up a request, it •is then and then only 
that this department goes out to help tlfem. Under these circum- 
stances, I do not know how it can be said that this department is at 
fault for the conduct of the* supervisors. In this connexion, before ^1 
pass on to the next item, let me remind my friend Maulvi Asimuddin 
Ahmed that the debt which any member owes to a co-operative s'oeiety 
also comes within the purview of the Bengal. Agricultural Debtors Act. 
The. only thing is that just before an award is signed the permission 
of the department will have to be taken to ensure that the debt was , 
a genuine one, and instructions have been given to Assistant Registrars 
of Co-operative Societies of the Divisions that when this is done no 
delay is made by then! in according sanction as the circumstances of 
the case deserv^. ' 
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Now, Sir, what has been said by my hon’ble friends Mr. TV/ €. 
Worctyworth — at on# time my Professor in* the Presidency College, — 
(Cheers) an/1 Mr. Jatindra Nath Bam/ at one time President of the 
Bengal tCo-operative Organisation Society as to the real scope of the 
movement, I de not »know if anything is left for ine to develop on that 
side of the question. It has been rightly pointed out by both of them 
that, the principles of co-operation have been totally forgotten in this 
country. It is indeed unfortunate that I have to say things of that 
description, but undoubtedly this is a fact. While I hm on this side 
of the question, 1 might remind my friends that I. shall not say any- 
thing in regard to thp working of this department. 'The Preamble of 
the Co-operative Societies Act* shows that it was enacted with the 
express object of teaching thrift apd sell-help to the people of this 
country. Mr. Sibnofli Banerjee complained that the 1 '' department suffer- 
ed from want of a .proper st aff and \Vant of nufuey. P am entirely at one 
with, him in those respects. 1 however differ from him in the other 
'aspect, that he stress/^ viz., that c the. department was at ‘fault. 1 did 
not say, however, that, the department is without any imperfections or 
defect and that it is perfect, but 1 pnly desired that time be given to 
us so 'that, we can gq into these problems more deeply* and * more care- 
-fuuj and take immediate steps as the circumstances of the case 
demand. ,/ 

Before passing on to the next aspect of the question, I might refer 
to the various cases of defalcation that have been mentioned by my 
hon’ble friends. I might at once say that some of these defalcations 
have been at an\ rate inquired*into, and that others are still pending. 
It is unfortunate Uhaf my honourable frieitd Mr. Surendra Mohop 
Moitra said all the things that he has done although he was connected 
with this movement for 11 years, and seems to think that because he 
incurred thq displeasure of the Registrar of Co-operative Societies he 
had to sever ftis connexion with the movement. I join issue with him 
there, and can only saf that I have no personal knowledge of this. I 
must confess my ignorance that I have wot so much t knowledge of the 
co-operative moVement as <my friend has. I regret that I have not 
•"been connected with the movement directly, but I claim to have some 
knowledge about it, although I am not (presumptuous enough to teel 
•flhat IJknow everything. 

The specific cape mentioned by Mi'. S. M. Moitra with regard to the 
defalcation caso at Natore relates to the Secretary of the Society. 
Unfortunately, he belongs to the legal profession to which I too have 
the honour to belong. It was detected by the ^auditor himself, and a 
complaint hhs been lodged before the Subdivisional Officer of Natore. 
The department is also pressing the authorities for taking cognizance 
of the case. I might also say that recently cilses of that description 
came to my notice, and I might tell my honourabia friends at once 
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that three of these cases have just been put under simultaneous investi- 
gation and that the two* officers concerned liaye been put under 
suspension. Therefore, my» ffiedps will excuse me when t I say that I 
always give particular attention to such cases when they are, brought 
to my notice. When specific cases are brought *to m$* noticp I shalf^ 
always look into them and this assurance I give to my honourable 
friends here. 

« 

Sir, with regard to the other aspect of the question whicl| \ws 
raised by Mr. Sibiyith Banerjee as well as by Mr. Kurendra Mohon 
Moitra, viz., the* non-official organization known as the Bengal 
Co-operative Organisation Society, I am sorry I have not much personal 
knowledge about it, but I have heifnl something *bout it. It lias # 
been said that too much official interference has done this society some 
harm. Well, Sir" if th’at interference came, it wflne, apart from any- 
thing else, from the request of the Honorary Secretary, in the matter 
of collecting subscriptions*on .their behalf. Sir, time will not permit 
me to go thoroughly in ho details these case*. If there was time 
enough, I would Jhave been able to satisfy all of my friends that, but 
for this departmental interference the society vfould have fared^ badly. 
However, Sir, t can tell my frieml Mr. Sibnath Banerjee that IJiad the 
honour of meeting the Honorary Secretary of, the Society some time 
back. And I called an informal conference of some gentlemen at the 
suggestion of the Secretary himself because they were interested in the 
affairs of the society, and when I met them — both officials and non- 
officials — round the table and had discussions with then!, I found that 
all of them agreed to the suggestion# I myself made, to put this 
^organization in a better "condition, with the on* 4 exception, namely, the 
Honorary Secretary himself who unfortunately did not agree with 
them. I can give the House this much* assurance— * — 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: On a point of information, Sir. 
May we know what were the suggestions made lay the Hon’ble Minister i 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHAAY MULLICK: Time will 
not permit me, Sir, to go into them # , • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How long will you take toJ&ni$h your speech 4t>r 
I want to adjourn the House fot prayer now ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLfCK: I think I 
shall be able to finish it in about 5 minutes. • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In that case, I had better adjourn the House and 
hear you further aft^r the adjournment. 

The House gwas tfien adjourned for 15 minutes. 
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(After adjournvient.) . 

The Hon’ble MK. MUKUNDA UfeHARY MULLICK: Before we 
rose I was j f iist pointing out to my friend Mr. Sibnath Banerjee that 
even under those circumstances I am still prepared to have an informal 
conferen6e witl/him and other members that he may choose to nominate 
to see how we can exchange our views with the object of making the 
condition of the Bengal Co-operative Organisation Society better than 
wlat*it is to-day. f 

With regard to two other matters I am entirely in agreement with 
him and I assure him that I have already taken steps* I hope that in 
these circumstances Mr. Shibnath Banerjee will see his way to w r ith- 
' draw his motion. 

With regard to 4 what has been said by Mr. S\ikumar Dutta, I 
indicated, in the beginning of my speech that we realise that the 
department, was not so well trained and I specifically mentioned that 
the officers, namely, inspectors and auditors, who have to move 
about in the interior of the province guiding and assisting the societies, 
are not well trained hi the subject 'of co-operation. It is with that 
object *in view that we have started the training camjV and both the 
"eSTsf'mg officers and tlujse who will be appointed will have to undergo 
a thorough training in the theory and practice of co-operation as also 
the system of banking and auditing. This also is a subject which has 
been hinted, by my friend Mr. J. N. Basu. 

With regard to the cases of defalcation that my friend Mr. Sukumar 
Dutta mentioned, at least one otf them, namely, that happened in the 
Bengal Nagpur ltaikwa^ Urban Bank, involved a defalcation of over a-- 
lakh of rupees. It was audited by a Chartered Accountant and the 
Department had eo hand in it. Steps may be taken by the Bengal 
Nagpur ltailtyay itself and I do not know how we can help it. 

In regard fb the other cases of defalcation that have been men- 
tioned, I have already indicated that I have taken steps in two or three 
cases. As regards some of the others cases'* are pending in court. This 
is really a story which is regrettable but at the same time I can assure 
lily friends that if, as ,1 propose, after going through the records of 
these cases thoroughly I find anything wrong, I shall certainly take 
s$tys thpt may also br necessary in regard to each of them. I will not 
hesitatu ty take any further action that may be necessary. At this 
stage I hopt* myj friends will excuse me if I do not go further into 
detail. As I have already stated, ail these cases that have been 
mentioned will be specifically looked into. I will certainly go into 
them and see^for myself what action we can take. 

That is all I have got to say with regard to &is aspect of the ques- 
tion. With regard to the movement as a wholeyl will not have time 
enough to enter into details. 
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JThose of my friends who have raised the question's to the rate of 
interest that is still prevalent in t,he countryside I can assure them that 
the department has already, ti&e^ steps to reduce the rate of interest. 
Mr. Abdul Bari knows that when this movement was started the agri- 
culturists used to boVrow from the ordinary mafyijan^ at a high rater' 
of interest — 70 to 75 per cent. But \Vhen this movement came into 
existence the rate of interest went down to 12^ to'15 per cent, and 
since then the agriculturists are takiftg advantage of this low rate of 
interest. WitH the subsidy that has been granted to the Bengal' Pro- 
vincial Co-operatiye* Bank to the extent of Rs. 2 lakhs annually, 
arrangement has* also been made to reduce its rate of inlerest with 
respect to the Central ‘Banks. It hasjiow been bro ught down to 5 per 
cent, by amicable arrangement. t • 

It has "also be%n arranged $o far as the ninth societies and other 
banks are concerned ihat a ’ large number# of instalments 
would be given to thes* societies, so that they will be, able 
to pay oF their interest .to, the banks, from which they 
borrowed. Under these circumstances it has also been decided 
that the Central *Danks would reduce their ‘rate of interest so tar as 1 
the rural Societies are concerned from 15 to 8 or !) per cent. 1 Submit 
that it is a considerable reduction of the rate of interest and th<^‘»AVir»ii-« 
Banks are accepting this rediwed rate of interest. I hope this reduc- 
tion of interest will give a good deal of relief to all the 'Airal societies 
and their members. I submit, Sir, that is the general reply that I can 
give to the various criticisms that have been levelled against this 
department. # 

, My hon’blc friend I*)r. Sanaullah drew attention to the effect of 
the recent amendment of the Civil Procedure Code upon this movement. 

I have not looked into the matter. But* 1 can only, promise to do so 
to remedy the state of things. This is the brief reply tlu/t I can give. 

In view of the statement that 1 have made I hope my friend Mr. 
Abdul Bari will be good enough at least at this stage to withdraw Kis 
motion, and 1 ^yould make Ihe same request tr> Mr. Sukumar Dutta 
and to Mr. Sibnath Banerjee. * 

With regard to the typed copy of the note, which has been circu- 
lated by Dr. Nalinaksha Safiyal with a request that it should go into 
the proceedings, I submit that this cannot form a part iff the proceeding?. 

I strongly object to it. I do not know the rules, but I object tb some 
of its contents. He has made some very \vild and vague accusations 
for* which there is no foundation. For example, he says that the 
Registrar has refusal registration of many of the societies. That^ 
I submit is not a fact. Whatever complaint there was, *that has now 
been absolutely removed. There is no basis for what he said in his 
note in this respect Aid I strongly protest against its going into the 
proceedings. 
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The Hon’bleMr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, in bringing this debate 
to a close may I strjke a personal note amUassure the House that my 
feelings towards the Co-operative f Department are those of strong 
personal, attachment ? It was in the year 1908 when I was a member 
uf the Bengal J^rovijicial Service and the Subdivisional Officer of 
Jamalpur in the district of Mymensingh that I came into personal 
contact with the officers of the Co-operative Department and got an 
iipdght into the working of the co-operative societies and I felt distinctly 
urged to take some part in that great movement for the amelioration 
of the condition of the peasantry in Bengal. At' that time the rate 
of interest'prevailing throughout Bengal, especially in the district of 
Mymensingh, wag.veryi high. I to has been said that this movement has 
not been a success. All 1 can say is this': that although it may not 
have been a complete success, I am not prepared to 'accept that it has 
been a total failure,. < 

Id the district of Mymensingh when I was at Jamalpur a case arose 
of a very extraordinary kind of high fate of interest. A cultivator at 
, a time of economic stress, borrowed two seers of rice from a mahajan 
and executed a bond olf R s. 8 at a very high rate of interest— I forget 
the rale at the presef.t moment— with monthly rests. At the end of 
2 years 11 months it was found that the principal and the interest had 
gone up to # about Rs. 1,200, and the n mahajan mercifully gave up 
Rs. 200 and sued for Rs. 1,000 as the price; of two seers of rice advanced 
about threy years ago. This was not at all an isolated instance 
throughout that district. Investigation showed that there were high 
rates of interest prevailing and Uiat was what led Government to take 
special measures for the introduction and organisation of co-operative 
societies in that district and other parts of Bengal. Sir, it is now so 
long ago that I gftve up my service under Government and with it my 
connection weth the Co-operative Department in 1912. It has been a 
most painful surprise to me to learn from many speakers that the 
Co-operative Department in Bengal has not only failed to give satis- 
faction but is at the present moment one of the departments of Govern- 
ment which has come in hnd is supposed to deserve the strongest 
Condemnation. I dft* realize. Sir, that the movement is an extremely 
technical one and has not received that very careful nursipg at the 
Finds pf those ah the top which might have enabled the movement to 
develop on sound economic lines. But^after all, the co-operative move- 
ment, as it is, if only a hu.man institution and cannnot be expected to 
be entirely free from human defects. 1 In other countries where the .co- 
-operative movement has succeeded, the impulse^has come from non- 
officials and in places like Italy, even Russia, Poland and other 
countries, Government has had absolutely nothing to do with the co- 
operative movement in the beginning; and all &hat the Governments 
of those countries have done is to render occasional assistance in the 
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way of giving advice, leaving it to the people themsfjves to work out* 
the movement according to the needs and requirements of the people. 

1 shall be revealing a secret *wbpn I tell this House that at the time 
when we began this movement in Bengal in the year 1906 we met the 
most organised opposition from all quarters, and »it was not till the A ci- ^ 
of 1904 was amended in the year 1912 »that non-olfieiaf help ahd assist- 
ance came forward to enable Government to lead *the movement on 
satisfactory lines. Now, Sir, so far as the allegations of corruption, of 
misappropriation of funds and charges like those are concerned,'! can 
only say that these'allegations refer to the period prior to the assump- 
tion of office by .the present Government; and although 1 will not take 
shelter under the plea* tka*t we are nejv-comers to the office, 1 am sure 
the House will realise that^it is a somewhat painfuTTflsk to be sitting* 
in judgment ove» the .failings of our predecessor s y But, Sir, however 
painful that duty may, we give this assurance fo the House on behalf 
of the present Government f that we will not shirk our duty, but we want 
to be satisfied that a prim a facie t case lias been made out for an enquiry. 

'I am free to admit that the printed paper which has been circulated 
raises very grav£ issues, and I freely voicp on y # personal obligations to t 
Mr. Sibimth lianerjee and others who have taken so much pains in 
putting on record definite and specific cases which can ceiiainly be 
enquired into in order to find out whether t.lfese allegations are well 
founded or not. The allegations are oh a very serious character and if 
they are true, I will not hesitate to say that the present Government 
will take the strongest measures possible to bring to liglft the delin- 
quencies of those who have been charged with the duty of administering 
the affairs of these co-operative societies (he^ar, hear) 1 . So far as I 
• am concerned, 1 can say with a certain am ou inf of legitimate pride 
that co-operative societies are nothing ne\v to me, nor am 1 unacquainted 
with the intricacies of co-operative societies. 1 will personally look 
into the cases that have been mentioned; I will try to get further 
particulars from my friends and if a prima facie case has been made 
out, a Committee will certainly be appointed. It does not matter 
whether it reflicts on the present or the past 'officers connected with 
the department. But at the present moment, as the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge has pointed out, it will be going too«fai*to say that we ougfit 
to appoint, or to announce “the appointment of, a Committee forthwith. 
The matter has got to be gone into very carefully, ‘and it w^uld be a 
very serious matter for the present Government to, set up a#Cohnmittee 
of Enquiry on the conduct of jDast officials of Government. But, as 
Iffiave said, however unpleasant that duty may be, it will be faced and 
will not be shirks. Before, however, that extreme step is takep* 
we wish to look into the matter ourselves with the help of those who are 
in a position to give us help. If it is found that some kind of investi- 
gation has got to b% made or a drastic step has got to be taken, it 
will be done. »The ilouse will also realise that the announcement of the 
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appointment of*a Committee will shake the whole movement to, its 
foundation ; it will shatter the littl/5 credit which the co-operative 
societies still possess in the country ({ We,Jiere accept the allegations 
set out in this memorandum and contained in the speeches of hon’ble 
•members and say that' it has become necessary to 'appoint a Committee 
of Enquiry into the working of the department. It is for these reasons 
that I support the statement made by the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
that he will personally look into these affairs, and I give this additional 
guarantee that whatever little time I can spare, I will' devote to this 
work of enquiry into the department, and, as I have said, I shall be 
no novice because I have spent a good part of my life as a servant of 
Government specially connected < with the Department of Co-operative 
Societies, and 1 have got a knowledge sufficient to enable me to look 
into the technicalities of the working of co-operative societies. I hope, 
Sir, that with this assurance freely given and our acknowledgment of 
the service that has been rendered by the members during the course of 
the debate, I hope that my friend^, the movers of the cut motions, 
will not press them to a efivision. It is at the present moment impossible 
for me to go any further than I have done ; possibly, it may be necessary 
to oveihaul the whole machinery of the department, but that will 
depend ’on investigation properly made. "With this assurance, Sir, [ 
hope that the hon’ble memberA will not press their motions to a division. 

Mr. ABDUL BARI: Sir, in view of the assurance given by the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge and the very cordial statement made by the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my 
motion. 

The motion was by leave of the Assembly withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. Sibnath Banerjee that the grant of Rs. 13,81.000 
lie reduced byvRs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 13,81,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “42 — Co-operative Credit’’, was then put and agreed to. 

« * o 

“SO and 81— Civil Works.” 

t 

*TThe Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to 
move that aam of Rs. 1,19,04,000 be granted for expenditure under 
the heads “50 — Civil Works” and “P»l — Civil Works not charged to 
Revenue.” * ^ 

Sir, I would not like to weary the House by placing before them the 
detailed allocations in the budget. I would only- point out that except 
roads this department undertakes mostly works <at the requisition of 
other departments. So when the cut motions on those departments are 
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discussed, the Ministers concerned would give replies#**) them. I do 
not want to dilate any further on, the details at this stage. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand macfe by my hon’ble^friend the* Minister in, charge" 
of the Department of Communications and Works be reduced by a sum 
of Rs. 100. 

My original^ intention was to move this cut motion with a .vie# 
to draw attention of this House to the inaction of Government in 
initiating various Schemes and in particular to their failure to adopt 
on a sufficiently large* scale pleasures for road development and construc- 
tion of bridges in Bengal. ^Having however some lfWfce time given to 
the various^figures^supplied by the department I come to realise that the 
department is in spch a state that \i is not possrbfe for me merely to 
confine myself to that aspect, of the question and therefore 1 •will beg" 
your indulgence to cover a fittle wider field and I shall try to visifhlise 
the drawbacks of the department ’as ft whole. • * 

Mr. Speaker, ’Sir, the Public Work’s Department accounts 
for nearly iO-4 per cent* pf the total revenue* re- 
ceipts of the province and it has beei^ rather unfortunate - 
that in years past w'e have not»been able to discuss the Public Works 
Department budget sufficiently thoroughly. I would btf£ of you to 
give us a little more time for critically examining, this big department 
that accounts for the heavy expenditure of more than one crore and 
31 lakhs. The charges against the public Works Department may 
be put in a nut-shell as follows: I know full wedl tfyat T may not have 
time enough to dilate on all these points fully, and therefore I am 
putting before you the charges straightaway. I shall thereafter try to 
substantiate these charges one after another with facts ajfd figures as 
far as time permits. <* 

The first charge is that the divisions under the Public Works 
Department are- thoroughly** illogical and the*are^s allotted to the 
executive officers have no logic behind thfem. The second charge is 
that there is a thorough discrimination in th« department againsf 
Indians, particularly in the Superior posts. The third charge is that 
the administration is extremely top-heavy in its superior service orga- 
nisation. Fourthly, there is all along an undue preference >fot civil 
building works, particularly for Government administrative depart- 
ments, and there is a great amount of negligence noticeable for 
beneficent works^, particularly for the construction of roads and bridges. 
Further, Sir, there is to be noticed a complete lack of initiative on the 
part of the Public Wosks Department in respect of new projects that 
go to strengthen the toation-building work of the country. Then 
again, Sir, there is always a tremendous amount of delay, sometimes to 
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a scandalous exstent I might say, in respect to the preparation of esti- 
mates and in examination of projects and also in according what are 
known as technical sanctions. Morepvel, jvhen a project is sanctioned, 
even then there is considerable amount of delay in executing the work, 
^and last but not the least, Sir, my charge is that the department, if not 
the whole of it, at least a substantial section of it, is open to the charge 
of jobbery and of nepotism, if not of corruption. Sir, these are serious 
charges indeed, and require prdper investigation. 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

May 1 know, Sir, on what cut motion Dr. Sanyal is speaking? 

V 

Dr. NALIRAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am r speaking on my motion 
No. 717, but my friend need not mind the cut motion, i have told 
.you, Sir, at the beginning that although my intention originally was 
to confine myself to the inaction of Government, I propose to take up 
dhe entire department’s work. , 

Sir, with regard to the first charge that the distributions of areas 
under divisions are ilbgieal, I have handed over to my hon’ble friend 
the Mmister in charge fwo rather biggish tables, one of which gives 
'"the provisions by divisions under “Original AVorks”, “Repairs and 
Road Development Works,” “Grants-in-aid” and “Establishments”, 
and I have tdso given details about buildings and communications 
separately shown. I iiave also shown fhe totals allotted under each 
division as provided for in the budget, and the establishment that has 
to be maintained in each division as also the cost per cent, of this 
establishment to tjie total provision for each division. 1 desire that 
these tables should be taken as part of the proceedings, because I do not 
want to tire the $ 0llse out by reading out long figures.* I would only 
like to say vhat these tables point out definitely to two facts. One is 
that while tho general average of expenditure on the total establish- 
ment of the whole province works out at l(i-2 per cent, of the provisions, 
there are divisions where the establishment charges woik out at no less 
than 24*7 per cent., at 33 per cent., and at 55*7 per cent., that is to 
say, while the total amount provided for works in a division is 
Rs. 52,000 only, the cost of maintaining the establishment alone is 
29,000. The total amount provided for the Jalpaiguri Division for 
buildings and communications is Rs. 3,25,000 inclusive of all expenses, 
that is to sny, on new buildings, on building repairs, on new roads and 
road repairs as well as grants-in-aid for district board and other opera- 
tions and as against this the establishment charges work out at 33 
' per cent. Tj'he conclusion is obvious. Sir, the time has come when, 
in view of the altered circumstances of to-day it has been. .necessary 
to redistribute the areas allotted to divisions, apd I feel very strongly 
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that the Jalpaiguri Division can "be safely amalgamated with the 
Rajfihahi Division. Similarly, perhaps Dacca and Chittagong Divisions 
may be administered together, with some administrative arrangement 
having one or two senior Subdivisional Officers under oifle Executive 
Engineer administering certain kinds of work for? both the divisions. ^ 

Sir, 1 also find that there are two Electrical Divisions, one of which 
should go because the expenses are terrible. Further, I find that the 
Governor’s Estates cost about Rs. Ob, 000 on the maintenance of ay 
officer of the Executive Engineer’s position. 1 submit, Sir, tlia’t al- 
though W© may not have vote on this particular item we may bring it 
to the notice of*tlie proper authorities, that it is the derfire of the 
House that this expenditure should he, curtailed! fqi ^ aii officer of the 
grade of Assistant Engineer might very well manage the etsutes of * 
His Excellency tho Governor. • ^ , 

Sir, with regard to the second charge that there? is discriininatioitr 
^gainst Indian officers, I have brought the necessary books o*> the 
Histon of Services of Gazetted Officers and Ju will take only twd 
instances to show how Indian officers of great experience and of very 
long service are superseded by comparatively ydung officers recruited 
at first frofn Great Britain on contractual service ^md thereafter having 
given them some amount of extraordinary lifts confirmed in higher'"’ 
posts. One officer has been gi”«en five years’ lift at once and appointed 
on an increased salary and has been given the opportunity of going 
up above the beads of many old and experienced' Indian officers. Such 
things are going on with regard to the Indians in the service. I will 
mention a name or two in this connection. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I would request you not to mention 
names. I think this is not desirable in a Parliamenta^N debate. When 
you discuss the matter, instead of mentioning the nanifS of officers 
you can refer to them as Mr. A, Mr. B, and so on. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Thank you,. Sir. 1 refrain from 
quoting the names as desired by you. In the third place, Sir, I like to 
say that there is top-heavy expenditure in the administration. I fiinr 
from an analysis of the expanses provided under different heads that 
under “Chief Engineer” we have to provide an ^expenditure to tlN* 
extent of Rs. 2 lakhs and 65 thousand. Similar is the provision -under 
“Special Officers.” For taking up new projects and pew Schemes we 
have to provide Rs. 2 lakhs and «38 thousand on these officers. For 
“Superintending Emgjneers” we have to provide 1 another Rs. 2 lakhs 
62 thousand and^for “Executive Engineers and their staff” Rs. 10 
lakhs 46 “thousand. The amount of expenditure on the first three groups, 
namely, Chief Engineer, Special Officer and Superintending Engineers 
accounts for nearly 42 per cent, of the total on establishment, wliich 
40 
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* appears to me to be very* mudh on the high side. This should be 
drastically redifced. * / ♦ 

Sir, before 1 corfje straight on to ?he r other and most important part 
of my complaints, that is, with regard to the delay in execution of 
^work, I must note qne thing. In other countries we look up to the 
public works expenditure as an index of public prosperity, but I find 
that so far as the beneficent works in this province are concerned under 
“Communications,” there is onjy a small provision of about Es. 29-75 
laklw, whereas for buildings we have a provision of n^ore than Rs. 52 
lakhs. We find on page (j of the detailed budget estimate of the depart- 
ment that, so far as new work not commenced are concerned, there is 
only Es. 1 lakli and j!7 thousand provided dor .communications and so 
far as building^ not Commenced are concerned we have Rs. 12 lakhs 
40 thousand provided. The total amount allotted r for biyldings and 
communications, including sums (or original works and repairs, are 
lls. 52 lakhs 52 thousand for buildings aiyl Rs. 29 lakhs 79 thousand 
t for communications. I submit, Sir, that the country cries for better 
communications and there should he how a definite policy for improved 
roads in Bengal, particularly in rural areas. 

Sif, I now come to the next point, namely, the delay in* the execu- 
tion ofMhe work. In proving this I will just give \ou a short list of 
projects which have been before the Government tor a pretty long 
time. Some, have been with* them from 1950. Money has been 
allotted and sanctioned, but the projects could not he put through. 

I do not know who is responsible for this wonderful state of affairs, hut 
I repeat what 1 said in the opening speech in criticising the budget 
generally, that if we qpnnot go into the whole question properly either 
the departmental head should go or the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
should retire. I say, Sir, these are the schemes: the replacement of 
Kunti Bridge in the 54th mile on the Grand Trunk Road. This project 
was approve!i 0 in August, 1934, still preliminary works are not properly s 
begun and there has be^n only an expenditure of Rs. 945 up to date'.* 

We have the Rangram Bridge project, in the Munhidabad district 
wliich was first projected jn 1933. The scheme has not yet received 
“the final technical ^auction of the department, although at one stage 
all necessary sanctions were given and the first sod was cut raising high 
*ta)p es * We have the Damodar Bridge project. Much flash is made 
of the Damodar Bridge and the Hon 'hie Minister in charge, before 
the presenti'incumbent in office, took His Excellency the Governor there 
to lay the foundation stone. But eran now I understand that the final 
preparation of the plan and estimates is not complete, although there 
has been a kind of sanction given in the past on which the Government 
of India was approached and they did not disapprove of the work. 

. Those delays must primarily be the responsibility of the department 
which has not been able to put through the schemes.^ There are Also 
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other schemes that have jpnifefed grfcat delay, of which I will just • 
mention the names as I have scarcely anytime to disduss in detail: — 
Comilla-Mainamaii-Ba Aa^ta-Daudlfandi Road * 

Construction of Jhinkai^acha^Bridge on the Jessore-Caiicutta Road; 
Burdwan-Aramb^gh Road ; 

Chittagong-Arapan Road; 

Tangail-Mymensingh Road ; 

Satkhira— Navaran Road ; 

Illambazar^uri Road; and 
Ranaghat-Jaguli Road. 

There are also schemes which have only recently been approved of 
after years and yearft of whiting: • 

the Cossye Bridge; # f 

the Ncfrtli Beftgal Trunk RAad from and to l^iiiajpur; 
improving Difm Dum-(\>ssipor£ Road; j 

Dinars Road from KajaAthafkhawa ; • m 

construction of further bridges 4)11 Tangail-Mymensingh Road; ant! 
improving the Grand Trunk Road, South. 

There are still certain other schemes winch a*Ve under consideration 
for a number oT years and have-not. yet been sanctioned. I ask the 
Hon’ble Minister what explanation he hys to *give of the inordinate 
amount of dela\ which has led *pry often to the virtual lapse of amounts 
o{ money which the Government of India provided for tTiis province. 

I will just now read out to you a list to show lnnv much we#have been 
lagging in this respect from 1930-31 to 1930-37. We liaVe been given 
by the Government of India since 111 # beginning of ill/ 1 Road Fund 
^mounts to the tune of Rs. 1 crore 2 lakhs for n ro^l projects. Out of 
that we have so far been able to spend only Rs. fib lakhs leaving a 
balance of Rs. 37*11 lakhs unspenf. This # \ear, as flift Hon’ble Minister 
is aware, the Government of India has threatened tluyT unless the 
Government of Bengal can get through the schemes 1 he >• will not come 
forward with any contribution towards the Road Fund subvention. 
And they have rther threatened that if this stj*te of affairs continues 
for a pretty long period, the Government *of India may be compelled 
to take the administration of roads construction themselves, or divert* 
the money to other purpose^. Such a state of affairs, Sir, cannot in 
any way be permitted to continue. Sir, T undeytarpl that the deftt# 
is primarily due to red-tapism .which must stop. The re<f-iapism 
starts from the very beginning when projects are tkk^n uf ; then red- 
tap^sm goes on in the form of invitation of opinion of local officials and 
local bodies. It go$s # up to the Railway Department then! and some- 
times to the Railway Board. A preliminary approval is #iven by the 
department and then jt goes to the Finance Department. Detailed 
estimates are prepare^ thereafter and after the Board of Communica- 
tions gives the final approval, it goes to the Government of*."lndia. 

• * 
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The Government of India not only gives the final sanction but also 
approves the final allotment of funds. Then it goes to the FinVmce 
Department for all6eation of hinds ancj thereafter the scheme is put 
into execution. Tenders are then called an'd the question of acceptance 
tJ pf tendeVs is taken in^to consideration. At each o,f these stages there is 
an inordinate dmouiit of delay* and my point is that there must be a 
thorough enquiry* so that such delays can be avoided. ; 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, there are difficulties also in the administration of 
the department. I am told that a Special Road Development Officer 
was appointed in November, 19*34; that Special*- Road Development 
Officer is a very capable officer having had very wjde experience in 
roads and bridges butt unfortunately he did* not or unfortunately does 
not get sufficieifr&moirnt of patronage or oo-operation from his depart- 
mental boss, who lias, in addition to" his duties grafted on him the work 
of a Superintending "'Engineer. The result is tliaj from November, 
1934, up* to date we have not been able ty get a report on the road 
problems of Bengal. I understand, th&t report is expected very soon, 
and thereafter I am lilfio informed that this officer may be taking long 
leave, because he feels disgusted with the treatment ke has been receiv- 
ing from his departmental, boss. These are departmental secrecies which 
1 do no4 like to dilute much upon, * but what 1 suggest i> that these 
must be thoroughly enquired into. Sir,, there is a Bridge Designer, 
a special officer, who was appointed at f a time when he had practically 
no experience of bridges. He was appointed in November, 1934, but 
before that he was posted as a junior officer in some division and had 
never before designed or planned a bridge. Thereafter he has designed 
a few bridges with the help of* certain big engineering firms such as 
Messrs. Burn & (■«., but in the case of one or two bridges that this 
officer designed thej’e has been disastrous results. Those bridges have 
been washed away. Thereafter this gentleman has designed the 
Damodar Bridge which involves no less than Rs. 30,00,000, but in view 
of tile fact thdt this officer lias bad no previous experience Government 
should now see that big "sums of money may not be left to be spent away 
on the recommendation of such an officer alone. t 1 

Then 1 come to the question of jobbery, nepotism and corruption 
in the department. » 1 submit that I myself do not feel inclined to deal 
with specific cases noi would it be fair to do so, but if the Hon’ble 
itfinistyr would give us an assurance that he would look into the 
matte! , J shall give specific instances- to him in future. I have heard 
of a case iif J wlv’ch an overseer has been appointed, the selected candi- 
date having had no engineering training, and this has been donq on 
the recommendation Of some high official. I snJmiit this is nepotism 
of the worst <type. This nepotism goes on also in another way. In the 
list of contractors maintained in each subdivision you will hardly find 
the name of a contractor of some repute, but ypu will find the names 
of persons and firms whom you hardly know. This ha^ been going on, 
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Sir, year in and year out but how such a thing hi >usly been 

ma3e possible, (jod alone knows. # I shal not refer to specific cases here. 

1 must, however, *s^ thi^ imicli that ’this is a department which is 
capable of doing an immense goon to the people, a departnftmt on which 
1 he very life and .soul of our rural population depends becaitse if wa*- * 
have production, that production cannot be marketed unless ’we have 
proper roads and other communications. As Lord ILtlhousie said when 
lie recommended the construction of railways, vast lands, vast sheets 
of territories a»e lying teeming with vegetation and production though ^ 
they cannot find suitable avenues to the market. The result lias been 
that there has b^?n maintained a tremendous difference in the prices of 
food grains and other crops in the # interior from those ruling in 
Calcutta . Such state of affairs in the rural a reas *sh oift’l Hi ever be allowed • 
to continue m . 

T crave your iiMulgen^e, Sir, to-bring home to th^ llon'ble Minister 
that the time has come when he should himself look more* into the 
affairs of lift department and give jnore money for roads, bridges and 
such other constructions as would go to benefit the people. There is 
only one item un?lur “Buildings” the Daulartpus Agricultural College, 
which cost* Its.* 1 ,50, 000, which must, be appreciated ns desiralde, but 
more money should have been provided for and spent on buildings like 
that and not on buildings like # Collectors* bungalows and the Tails at 
I)um Dum and on electrification schemes for buildings of* various Col- 
lectors and other officers. » 

Mr. Cl S. MACLAUCHLAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 find myself in 
agi cement v\ i t li much of what the honourable member "has just said, 
hut 1 must oppose a motion which seeks to put the sifts of a past Govern- 
ment on to the shoulders of the. presenL Also V proposes a cut of 
IN 100 and then in the course of his speech tells tha^ the depart- 
ment concerned lias a hank balance of IN. 50 lakhs; Its. *100 is surely 
but a drop in the ocean of huge wealth. T must oppose him for his 
very timidity. 

However, I Often ded to be critical — very critical. ,T am speaking on 
behalf of the European group, — a group representing a community of 
highly successful businessmen. There is something* in the department ^ 
which is abhorent to the meafiest business instinct. 1 am referring, Sir, 
to inefficiency and mismanagement. These may sftmlo be harch words* 
but these are all too easy to justify. At the same tyne I wisL to make 
it abundantly clear that I point no finger .of* criticism af the Home 
Minister or at the present Government. The llon’ble Minister in charge 
has not given us aiF* treason for criticism yet, but being a popularly 
elected Minister be will doubtless be called upon to faee*the criticism 
of his popular electorate many a time and oft. Meantime I feel that 
the House should bowgts head in sympathy for him Gu» legacy left 
from the old Government. 
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Sir, Bengal iff given Rs. 13,00,000 per year to spend*on Road Develop- 
ment — for capital expenditure ym new roadi and 4 new bridges. The 
Rs. 50 lakh^ lying dormant with the £depantwient represents four years, 
accumulated wealth — your money, mv money a<id the money of the 
people of Bengc.1, entrusted to that department on our behalf. That 
department, I submit, has failecl in the trust placed in it. I trust that 
the lion ’hie Minister and the Cabinet of the new Government will see 
to it J hat such a trust will never again be misplaced. As my friend 
has said, schemes sanctioned as far hack as 1930 are practically un- 
touched; and schemes sanctioned in 1934 are quite untouched. One 
scheme in particular I would mention — the Comill2i-Mainamati-Bar- 
kanta-l)audkan^, r.oaf[. This project was approved in August, 1934, 
at a cost of Rs. 5,50,000, but the expenditure up to May of this year, 
1937, is Rs. 22,4()J)«oply and the position of th'e woVk done* 4 to date is 
-that “bricks have\bcen collected. This represents*’ three years’ work 
on a, sanctioned scheme! Does it repr^seifi efficiency? 

* ' O 

1 have with me a W&ck list of eight projects similar to the one men- 
tioned. 1 sincerely t\ust -tjiut by the time the Hqifble Minister pre- 
sents lei s next budget, no. such blacklist will be available. .If it. is, I 
can promise the House that it will Ibe read out for information and 
interest. Now, Sir, peVmit me to read out an extract from a note laid 
on the table* at the meeting <d‘ the Board of Communications held on 
the 30th duly, 1937 r „ 

< i 

“The present unspent balance with this Government' is about 
Rs. 50;28 lakjis including an expected allocation of R*. 13:17 lakhs for 
the current financial year. With a view to utilise this balance at the 
■earliest possible date. Government are very anxious that by the end 
of 1937-38 they should be iif possession of technically -sanctioned pro- 
jects cost ing^mueh in excess of the accumulated balance either under 
construction or ready for execution. They have accordingly asked the 
Superintending Engineers to push on as rapidly as possible with all 
Rond Fund projects v^hich are in courst^oi preparation, etc., etc.” 

This sudden burst, of enthusiasm was brought about by pressure of 
public opinion. T Submit, Sir, that such pressure should never have 
been required. * 

. t. 

T sjfall conclude with two constructive suggestions. The first is that 
a ConuniMeg of thin House be formed, made up of two members of each 
division and charged with 'the duty q* investigating the cause or causes 
of delay and the inefficiency of the department and further changed 
w T ith the duty of submitting by a specific date a "report which, if acted 
upon,, will make impossible a recurrence of such delays. Someone is 
or some people are at fault. It is not for me tb say if at the top, the 
bottom or in the middle. On that the Committee I have suggested can 
investigate and report. 
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The second perhaps is even more important, as it && als ^either with 
the past nor with tjie project but with/tlie future.. We know that an 
expert has actually drawn up if scheme of Road Development in Bengal. 

I have no reason to think that that scheme will not be unayimously 
accepted. But of what use is the finest sohem'v, drgwn up by thr' 
finest expert if it is left in the hands of an inefficient department. 

I suggest, Sir, — T particularly ask the House 10 give attention to 
this — t hat this Committee, which I have surest ed, be further charged- 
with the duty of investigating the desirability of forming a construc- 
tion department within the department itself. That construction 
department to diSchayge one duty only spending — the economic spend- 
ing — 0 f the balance in hand of 50 lakhs* of rupees, unlWfc* duty of spend- 
in" the recurring annual amount o£ Rs. 13 lakhs on road development — 
road development ^meaning new* roads and new bridges. 1 would like 
to repeat this part of my suggestion again: 1 wish this Committee* 
which I have suggested to look into the desirability of forming con- 
struction department within the* parent depart pi«nt : that construction 
department to be # charged with one duty only, -viz., that of spending 
the Rs. 50 lakhs of balance which *ve have got t<*day and the recurring 
]:{ lakhs of rupees on new roads and.new bridge^ in Bengal. S?r, this 
evening much has been said about road development, but it struck me 
some considerable time ago t!*it with the words “road development” 
should be joined agricultural development, industrial llevelopment, 
social development, and a 'complete development of Ili£ province. 
Throughout the ages — from the days of the great Roman Empire — 
we have known that the country whi<ji has progressed is the country 
which has built good roads. If the suggestions 1 have put forward 
are accepted, I feel that the 13 lakhs of rupees entrusted to this depart- 
ment as capital expenditure will* be properly and* economically spent 
and that one day, not far distant, every province in lnditf will look to 
Bengal with something akin to jealousy for her network of good roads 
run by an efficient and businesslike department. • 

*. 

Mr. IDRIS AHMED MIA: Del ivered his speeMi in Bengali of 
which the following is an English translation: — # • 

Mr. Speaker, regarding my motion No. 734 I ■would like to suggest 
that the estimated expenditure of Rs. 1 erore an?l 19 lakhs under the 
head “Civil Works” should be 'reduced by 16 lakhs and ^85# thousand 
rupees and the amount thus savpd be spent on primary education in 
ev^*y district of Bengal. Out of the total income, as shown in the 
present budget* of Rtf 12 crores and 55 lakhs a sum of one crore and« 
fifty-five lakhs ought to have been earmarked for this pufpose. When 
that has not been done I demand that a sum of Rs. 45 lakhs — Rs. 28 
lakhs out of the estimated surplus of Rs. 34 lakhs plus Rs. 17 lakhs 
by cutting down the amount estimated for extension of the High Court 
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' buildings, erection of 'a Jail at Dum-Dum and other unimportant it$ms 
of work — should be set apart Ajr the. spread of primary education in 
♦he province. Upon*this Rs. 45 Hakhs jpnly poor tenants and peasants 
and none eltfe have any claim, for Bengal has this year obtained Rs. 45 
* 4 akhs more thaji in fit her years on account of the jute duty from the 
Government of’ India. I am o*i opinion that the entire sum of Rs. 2 
crores and 2d lakhs received from the Government of India on account 
of jute duty should be spent on* primary education. This sum is the 
product of very hard labour on the part of the jute cultitator in Bengal. 
It is certainly not impossible to reduce other expdnpes and make such 
a provision*. If this is done, the poor tenants of Bengal will not have 
to pay an additional tax for education. If that # is wholly impossible 
at present, is ifnoi the duty of the Government of Bengal to spend at 
least the sum of Rs, ( 45 lakhs which tkey have .received as *a result .of 
the increase in their'share of the jute duty 911 the spread of primary 
education? There are some who hold that, until primary schools are 
established in every locality of the piovinre, an expendituVe of Rs. 10 
or Rs. 12 lakhs will do no good. Have these people ever seriously 
thought about the dcpjorabl^ condition of the pathsftfns in the niufassil 
and of* the miseries and hardships of the unfortunate Wcheis of those 
path sal w? Most of the houses where these path solas sit are in a dila- 
pidated condition. ThdTe is •practically no provision for seats tor both 
teachers and^ the taught. There is ample provision for the study of 
geography in the syllabuses but the mafia — if there be any — are all 
so worn 01 U that the* names of towns and villages in them cannot be 
read. The villagers are poor and so the pandits get almost nothing 
us fees from* the students. If* ever tuition fees are asked for, the 
students begin to absent themselves. So these pandits have to carry ori 
their work almost without any remuneration. They have to depend on 
the sum of Rs. 2 rtr Rs. :{ they get from the district boards and this too 
is not received in time. Thus these pandits carry on their trade in torn 
clothes and wi*th broken hem is. If anything is spent on ameliorating 
t lie lot of these pandits — and on improving the condition of the 
pothsolas — is that amefunt ill-spent ? If “this is a sin«of extravagance, 
should expenditure under stich unimportant heads as the extension of 
the High Court buildings — its lifts, latrines, etc., — be considered 
meritorious? You are constructing lafcines for affording greater 
•“tfciliti^s to a few persons of the High Court to ease themselves, but 
what have you done for removing the Hirt of ignorance of the 50 lakh 
children of Hie poor tenants of Bengal whose money you are spending 
on those items? If expenditure for 4 spreading primary education.be 
^considered extravagance, one should like to know- *vh at the proper use 
of money is. , There are many items in the budget estimate which may 
easily be put off without causing any harm. I t am afraid this motion 
of mine will meet the fate of the poor deer an^ goats in the jaws of 
tigers and foxes in the jungles of 24-Parganas. I, however, warn the 
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olai^ of timers and jackals that if they *jo on hunting i« this way, they 
too will soon die from starvation. For,Atvhen the race of deer and goats 
will he extinct in a few day.^wh^t will they feed themselves upon? 

(The member having reached his time-limit was allowed another 
n minutes to finish his speech.) m • • 

What shall I say in 5 minutes? If I am granted at least 10 
minutes’ time I might say something (with this the member rose to 
speak agan). • » 

There are man*v*items which may be curtailed without any harm 
and the sum thus saved may easily be given to primary • education. 

A sum oi one lakh ttnd a half has be#n budgeti'd-^or electric installa- 
tion at six places such as Asaiisol, Midnapore/ Baiikura, Krishnagar, * 
Rajshahi tfnd Khwlna.. . Most erf the rooms wliicli* are proposed to be 
filled with electric* lightsome! fans -are not generally used at night. A m 
number of poor widows amUboys earn their living by pulling tlfte punkha 
in those ccfuri buildings. llencejorth they wj 11 be thrown out of 
employment. Their relatives and the helpless widowed mothers will 
heartily curse us* bam indeed very much ykrai<l of this kind of curses- • 
bv the poftr. r iihc Hon'ble Minister asked me whether or not Inlesired 
the progress of the electric light ainFfan business. My reply *is in the 
negative. We do not want tins until we have mftde satisfactory arrange- 
ment for the education and health of our pool count rymun. It is not 
1 alone who hold such views* Why is Mahatma Gandhi, the greatest 
political figure in India, so partial to cottage industn ? BigYloth mills 
deprive thousands of their meaih of livelihood but make only very few 
wealthy. A sum ot sixths thousand rtf pees has been budgeted tor con- 
structing a new building at Alipoie to house seveiJU offices and a lakh 
of rupees for building District Magistrates quaitevs at Bangpur. The 
District Magistrate is not certainly lmng under the*siiad^ ot trees and 
there would not he an\ the slightest inconvenience it th^ construction 
ot the quarters were postponed \d toi some time. Then a sum of one 
lakh and seventy five thousand rupees has been budgeted for raising 
buildings for ouf police masters. The estimated cos^ for purchasing a 
house for the Additional Police Supei internment of Midnapore is Rs. 13 
thousand and new buildings to enable the Gurkha* Police to live com- 
fortably with their wives and children at Rangpur will cost Rs. 14,500. 
All these are very good. But I should like to ask*what offence Ijave <h2 
policemen ot other districts committed that they should be denied the 
luxury of living with their wives and children? I da not grudge the 
Giwkha Police their comforts and convenience, but I want to know 
what arrangement bus been made for the education of the illiterate ancL, 
uneducated people of Bengal who supply the wherewithal for all this? 
After a lapse of 180 yvars Bengal has obtained full autonomy Govern- 
ment by the people i% said to have come to the country. But not to 
speak of electric lights, is there even a kerosine lamp to illuminate the 
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dark houses of tye poor people? Some are there who argue that nothing 
con be done for primary education without a sum of Rs. 2 crores 
When opportunity will come, we shall feed you with pilau and other 
rich things/ till that time you must keep chap and go without food — 
^uch counsels no great man of any country ever*- gave. Where is the 
arrangement, for dal-hhut of w^iich our Hon’ble Chief' Minister spoke 
during his election campaigns? Is it true that even at the cost of 
Rs. 10 or Rs. 15 lakhs no improvement can be effected in the matter of 
primary education in Bengal? I call upon the friends«of my party to 
give an answer to this question. The money spt*nt on education is 
certainly money spent in the be«t cause. 1 have a little experience as 
regards education. 1 *pent the Jiest part of'mv.life — 15 long years — in 
► serving, very (/Tofu without remunerations as head master of a high 
school established by myself. My pujwls number several hundreds and 
arc now engaged as teachers in different parts of Bengal. Many again 
are sitting idle without any employment. # It these people and other 
educated youths are called upon to make sacrifices for the cause of 
education, they will celtainly not hesitate to respond lo the call and 
agree to work for sim^Jl ajid nominal salaries. We„ Shall not start the 
work o i primary educatiop until we have in our hands^'rorer of rupees 
— if you# sit tight wife such a mistaken notion — the jioor children of 
Bengal will never havu any .education. 1 do neither believe nor sup- 
port this policy, it, for my, own district Malda, only one lakh of 
rupees is sanctioned 1 may arrange foj* the imparting of primary 
education in every village there. The majoiity of our Ministers are 
rich people. They have among them Nawabs, big zamindurs, wealthy 
persons and merchant*. They ’nay overlook extravagant expenditure 
of lakhs of rupee*, «• but what were our lion ble the Chief Minister,* 
Messrs. Nausher AJi and Mukunda Behan doing. Many of the 
excuses put forth •in the budget speech may be true, but is there any 
satisfactory eciplanation why even a humble scheme of primary educa- 
tion could nof be thought out in the course of four months? The 
people of Bengal are on the verge of death. They have no time to 
listen to t tie advice tlnvt patience is gohMi. They wan»t something now 
and immediately. We support the Ministry because we, the repre- 
sentatives of the poor ^tenants, are very much afraid of the troubles 
involved in dissolving and forming Ministries. If we cannot believe 
cif'this Ministry we must set up a new body. But P raj as cannot afford 
to losedhe time that will be required in, selecting and setting up the new 
Ministry. The t poor tenants — they are dying — they are gasping — if 
anything should be done for them it *mu*t be done without a mometyt’s 
delay — or it will be quite useless. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 3-30 p.nt. on* Friday, the 3rd 
September, 1937, at the Asseinblv House. Calcutta. c 
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* Referred to in the speech delivered by Dr. Xahnaksha Sanval .— see ^iage 928 . 
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APPENDIX. 

Table II. 

CIVJL WORKS EXPENSES, 1933-34 to 1937-38. 

Showing sums provided for original works , repairs , grants-in-aid ami 
establishments from 1933-34 to 1937-38 (in thousands of rupees). 


Year. 

] 

Original Works. 

Repalre. 

Grants- 

in4td 

all 

kinds. 

, 8 

Total 1 
of 

columns 
4, 7 and 

8. 

,9 

Estab- 
lishment 
Including 
all depart- 
ment*. 

10 

Build- 

2 

Com- 
' ;.jnica- 
lions. 

3 

Total. 

4 

Bufld- 

* ltlgS. 

5 1 

Com- 

munica- 

tions 

G 

Total. 

7 

1933-34 

3,30 

c 

*4, 76 

8,06 

• : 


39, 12 

J3.ll 

60.29 

17,14 

‘1634-35 - .. 

5,88 ’ 

4,48 

10,36 



44,03 

11,13 

65,52 

17,21 

1936-36'* 

7,14 

7,25 

14.39 

25.70 

17,50 

43,26 

14,45 

72,10 

18,16 

1936-37 

9,92 

9,-5 

19,17 

25,73 

18,52 

44,25 

20,53 

83,95 

18,57 

1937-38 

24,84 

11,18 

( 36,02 

27.4* 

18,57 

40,05 

30,80 

112,87 

18,92 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of tlje Government of India Act, 1935. 

• * i 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on* Friday* 
the 3rd September, 1937, at 3-30 p.m. • 


Present: 


Mr. Speaker ^the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Ha*hje, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, the eletea Hfln’ble Ministers and 2U^members. 


‘ STARRED QUESTIONS . 

(to which oral answers were given) 

* • . • 

* . Pods and Poundraksl\tiiya$. 

• • • 

•92. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHAVll *M AITi : Will the. Rouble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased 1o state 
whether the Pods (as designated in the hist Census Report*) were called 

as Poundrakshtriyas in the Census Report of 1921? 

• • 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to give reasons for 
such change of designation Y 

. (c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the *lucj that a very great 

feeling of resentment prevails in their being called Pods? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to see that the designation 
be changed from Pods to Poundrakshtriyas!'' • 


MINISTER* #in charge -of REVENUE OEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble 8ir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(C) No. • 

( d ) No. The action proposed does not appear to be oeceslpry. 


'Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Is. the Hon’ble Minister^ 
aware that the "word ‘*‘Pod” is insulting to the community? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BljOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: No, Sir. lam 
not aware. * 
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Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN' THAKUR: What is the harm in 
adopting the wo7d “Poundraksli triya” ? 

t . / 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government 

ore prepared to, consider the question. f 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN KASHEMY: Is the Government aware 
that in my district they are called Poundrakshtriya from a long time? 

The Hon’ble Sjjf BUOY PRA8AD SJNCH ROY: Government 
are not aware. " 1 

_ c 

.» A Member: Is the Government aware that a considerable body 
of voters in the last Assembly election for Midnapore^ South-East 
Constituency did notovpte because' they thought it derogatory on their 
part to be termed as Pods? , 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government 
have no information. 

A Member: W ih the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider the 
matter further? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have already 
stated that Government are quite prepared to consider the suggestion 


Crievano«6 pf the people of Bu'dwan in canal area. 

•93. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
be pleased to state what steps the Government have taken to meet the 
demand and redress the grievances of the people of Burdwan in canal 
area ? 


MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of 
Kasifflbazar) : It has been decided to appoint a committee to inquire 
into the matter. 
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i , 

“Pistia-removal” method. 

i • 

•94. Mr. 8A8ANKA $EKHAR 8ANYAL: {<,, Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Publfc Health (Local Self-rtovernment) 
Department aware — • 

(t) that a method of combating malaria kiiowji as me pisua- 
removal’’ method has been ^adopted and worked for the last 
8 or # 9 years by municipalities, district and local boards and 
union boards extensively in the district of Murshidabad and 

to point* extent in the districts of Birbhum, Malda and 

• » 

Bankura ; , , ^ 

(iV) that in some areas *where the method of “piMto-removal” was* 
¥ipplie(i percentage of spleen and parasite came down from 
87 and .95 to \ 1 and nil (figures are* official ) in course of ^ 
two years; # • Z' 

(u i) tha\ the cost per head <if t^is “pistnf-reijidval’ ' method is tv*> 
and half annas as against Plasmochjn method which costs 
one rupe«p per head as applied in* Meiauri in Burdwan where • 
•the reduction in the percentage has been from (»(>*«ind 15 
to 31 and 3.1 (official figures) in course of two year?; and 

(?r) that in some places v*here the “pistia-removal” method has 
been successfully worked, lever mortality find malarial 
diseases totally disappeared for several years Y t 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of adopting 
on a large scale all over the province thfls method of removal of “pistia” 

a method of combating malaria and allied diseases? 

(c) If the answer to (/>) is in the negative, Tire the Government 
considering the desirability of issuing an official statement on the 
subject? ’ 

MINISTER* in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and, LOCA*L SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Htfn’ble Maulvi 8yed Nausher 

Ali): («) (/> t„ (/„) A statement summarysiftg the information 
furnished, by. the District Health Officers and District Offic ers of the 
districts concerned and the Director of Public Health, Bengal^ is laid* 
on the table. • 

(iv) I have no such information. * 

* ( }> ) No. The result of the investigations carried out by the Public 
Health Department* in the experimental and “control” villages in the* 
district of Murshidabad shows that the removal of “pistia,” which is 
an aquatic weed, helps in reducing mosquito-breeding, and thus in 
bringing down the incidence of malaria; but the claim that “pistia** 
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alone is responsible for the cassation and spread of malaria does not 
appear to hav^been substantiated. 

(c) No. ' 

?v* • 

Statement yeferrvd to in the answer to clause (a) ( i ) to (id) of 
starred question No. 94. 

The District Health Officer cr Murshidabad advocates the combating 
if m&laria by the removal of “pistia” from tanks, dobas , khals and 
other sources of water-supply. It is retried that in the district of 
Murshidabad, the District Board has conducted experiments in this 
direction at LalgoJ>uf?( r about 8, years, at Munigram for 5 years and at 
Gokarna for 4*years, that the Union Boards of Islampur, Udainagar 
and (tangapur hav^ been carrying on “pistia removal” activities for 
9, 3 and 3 years respectively, and that similar experiments have been 
cahied chit in the municipal towns of Berhavipore and Jiaganj-Azimganj 
for the last T or 8 years- and in Kqndi for the last 3 years. 

The Bengal Public- Health Department has kept a watch on the 
results of the exj>erimknt undertaker by the District Board in Murshi- 
dabad, ' and since the, year 1933, has been carrying out a survey twice 
a year in two villages, namely, (lokarna and Munigram, which were 
selected by the Murshidabad District Bmrd for this experiment. As a 
result of suivev , it lias been found that the spleen index of the village 
Munigram^which was 87*5 in July, 1933, before the removal of “pistia”, 
has, nfter its removal, come down to 11*7 in dune, 1937. Similarly, 
the parasite index, that is, the jvrcentage of children showing malarial 
parasites in their blood in the same ex{>eriunntal village, Munigram, 
came down from 95 in duly, 1933, to *095 in June, 1937. 

Observations have also been made in two adjoining villages, where 
removal of ‘^pistia” was not carried out, for the purpose of comparison 
and checking of the results of the experiment. It is reported that in 
ofte of such “control” villages, namely, Laliarpara, where “pistia” 
grows in ^abundance, dhe spleen index also came down from 24*1 in 
July, 1933, to nil in June, 1937. Similarly, there was a corresponding 
'reduction in the parasite index from 45 in July, 1933, to nil in June, 
1937. 

' Thus, from the refsult obtained, there is no doubt that the incidence 
of malhria has been reduced in the experimental villages, but the reduc- 
tion has been e^ual, or even greater, in the “control” villages where 
“pistia” has been left intact. 

* In Murshidabad, the cost per head is reported *to have been 24 annas 
in the experimental areas, and 1 pie in other places. In the town of 
Murshidabad, the cost is reported to have been a little over 1 pie per 

head. 
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• 

The cost of treatment by quinine a*ad Plasmochin^n the Memari 
f liana of the Burdwan district has been 3 annas p<jr capita of popula- 
tion for drugs and 6 annas pies for the staff employed fo^ treatn\ittt. 

2 ^ In the district of Bankura, the experiment of com bating^ malaria 
by the removal of “pistia” was taken up by the District Board in the 
villages of Onda Union since the year 1932, and the Bankura Munici- 
pality has been conducting an experiment since the year 1934. 

It is claimed that there has been a substantial reduction of malaria 
in places where this* experiment has been tried, but in the absence of 
any “control’ ’ woj£ and scientific investigation, it is not possible for the 
Public Health Department to form any opinion aho^^the results claimed 
to have been achieved. * * ♦ 

In Bankura, the cost. per head* varied from Re. l-J in 1932 to 8 annas 
in 193b, while the Bankura Municipality has reported that the cost has-- 
been 1 / 10th of a pie to 1 /5th of a pie. * s' 

* • * 

3. In the district of Birbhum, i* is reported ^iat “pistia-removal* 

activities have been carried on by the District Board and by some of 
the Union Boards on an experimental basis* sin c\# the year 1932-33 and * 
that very ^good »resul1s have lieeq obtained. ’The number of fillages 
where such activities were conducted was 17, and the area entered by 
the experiment was about 10 'square mile.4. # 

It is claimed that there has been a substantial reduction of malaria 
in places where this new mefhod of combating 'tjie scourge has been 
tried, but as in the case of Bankura, owing to the absence of any “con- 
trol” work, it is not possible to form ar^v final opinion about the results 
obtained. , * ^ 

In Birbhum, the average cost per head has been reported to be 
2 annas 3 pies. * * * 

4. The experiment was not tried anywheie in the distwet of Malda. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: In ; iew of answer (A), is 
the (iovernmenf prepared to esfrr\ on the experiment in othei* areas at 
Ooveinment cost ? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8 YEP NAU8HER ALI: The result does not 
justify further experiments. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: In view ef the answer 
giv^n by the Hon’ble Minister, may 1 enquire if the Hon’ble Minister 
will consider the qiuxs+Jon of carrying the experiment to a point when** 
it will be safe for bim to say one way or the other? ♦ 

9 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: The answer given 
in (b) clearly indicates that it being an aquatic wejed, it is likely to 
41 
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reduce mosqui'.o-breeding and-* consequently it is one of the cause# that 
ie peihaps contributing to the spread of malaria., But malaria as a 
whole has got to be tackled and simply 'p’stia removal will not, in the 
opinion of experts as also from the results of experiment, lead to any 
’■special results. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR SAN YAL : Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that in exactly those areas where l)r. Bentley’s scheme has failed 
this scheme lias succeeded ? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI : At I have already 
stated, the result , do not shew success in the sense in which the 
hon’ble member means to take it. 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
pisti^i removal method and Plnsinochin method were tried simultaneous- 
ly in the Jangipur subdivision am 1 that while the former was a success 
the latter was a failure? 

41 ' * *- 

The Hon’ble Mai’lvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: 1 am not aware of 
the results achieved at Janpipur, but it is clear that pistia removal 
has not given results as stated by tin* hcn’ble member. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SAN YAL: Has the Department of Public 
Health made ‘any extensive investigation in this connection? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: As far as I am 

aware, experiments were made in those two villages and also in some 
other villages but 1 am not sure. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SAN YAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that a fqw years back when the Malaria Commission came to Bengal, 
the Health Officer of the District Board of Murshidahad placed before 
the Commission his scheme of pisiia removal and demonstrated to their 
Satisfaction that this scheme would be more successful than 
rifri Bentley’ s scheme? 

I a * • . I 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: I am not aware. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is it not a fact that while 
Dr. Bentley’s scheme proved to be a failure, this scheme has proved to 
be a success V 


The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: I am not aware, Sir. 
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• UNSTARRED QUESTIONS* 

• • i 

(to which anjwtrs were laid on the table) 

i i 

Appointments to the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial)! 4 

67. Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative (Judicial) Depart^ 
ment be pleaded to lay on the table a statement showiug for the 
Presidency of Bengal the number of Hindu and Muhammadan officers 
in the rank of— 

( i ) Subordinate Judges; and 

( ii) Afunsifs? 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e ])leased to state the proporiifm of 
the total number of appointments* in each hf tfie services mentioned 
above reserved for duly qualified Muhammadans ? 

(c) ^11 th^ Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state — . 

• • • 

( i ) whether the rules regarding the proportionate mftnber of 

appointments for' ^uhammadhns have not been observed; 
and • • 

(ii) the steps proposed to be taken by Government to #ee that the 

rules are strictly observed in all the departments? 


MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff *H ossa in, Khan Bahadur): (a) 

A statement is laid on the table. • 

( b ) There were previously no orders of Government fixing communal 
percentage regarding number of appointments to the Bengal Civil 

Service (Judicigfl). # * . 

• • 

(c) (?) Does not arise. # „ ; . ^ # 

(ii) Hulqs to regulate communal proportion for these appointm«it£ 
as required by section 255 (2) of the Government, #f India Act aje 
preparation. • • 


Statement referred to in the reply to danse (a) of unstarred question 

• • •» 

No. 67. 


i ) Subordinate Judges 
(ii) Munsifs * 


1 out of 53. 
06 out of 290. 
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Mr. ABDUU?A>4L MAHM.OOD: How long will the Government 
, take to fix the communal proportions for thepe appointments? 

, * < i 

.The Hoirble Nawab MUSHARRtlFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

It will he done before' the next appointments are ihade. 

A Member: Has any proportion been fixed with regard to these 
appointments? 

' * * 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAfN, Khan Bahadur: 

It has not yet been done, Sir. * 

A Member: May 1 know when the next appointments are going to 
be made ? * 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF N088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Probably in the months of February and March next. 

. Process-servers. 

88. Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative* Department be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that — 

r i 

(i) the process-servers have been supplied with badges with the 
inscription of “Process-servers” on them; 

(n) the process-fervors are referred to as such in the High Court* 
circulars; and 

(ni) the Association of the Process-servers of Bengal has been 
recognised as ‘‘The Bengal Process-servers” Central 
Association P 

(b) If the answers to clause (a) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleas* d to state the reasons why these process- 
Servers are named as jieons, padatiks or peyadohs in the forms of 
•ummons, notices and their diaries and receipts? 

a 

The Hon’ble Ngwab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) (i) Yes. 

(w) The terms “process-server” and “peon” and “process-serving 
rpeon” are all employed. 

(w) Yes. 

(b) The term used in section 20 of the Court Fees Act, 1370, is 
“peon”. The term used in Form No. 11, being the form of return 
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» # • 

under order 5, rule 18 of the Civil Procedure Cpde fp substituted by 

the Calcutta High # Court in 1928 is “process-server”. The term used 
in Chapter VIII of Civil fyifes and Orders is “process-serving peon.ti* 
“ Padatik ” and “ Peada ” appear fo be used as vernacular variations #nd 
equivalents of “peon*’. All these terms seem to»have^ reference to the 
fact that these officers do most of their Vork on foot. They are in fact 
the infantry or “foot-sloggers” of Government. 

• • r 

Directions issued ty the District Magistrate of Murshidabad for filling 
up ministerial appointments from the members of the scheduled 
castes. 

69. Mr. KIRIT BHUSAN* DAS: («) Will tie Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state if any direct r 
tions have been issued toethe District Magistrate of Murshftlahad ^?or 
filling up ^ministerial appointments from members of the scheduled 
castes? 

(b) If the answer to clause (#) is in tlfe affirmative, what are the* 
direction?? • • . ' • 

(r) If the answer to clause (a) is in ihe nggative, are the Govern- 
ment considering the desirability of taking early steps for recruitment 
from the members of the scheduled caslcs when filling uty vacancies? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

( b ) The instructions are that 15 per cent, of the total number of 
• vacancies should be filled up by members of the minority communities 

and backward classes. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. KIRIT BHU8AN DA8: Is (here any distinction between the 

. 

scheduled castes and backward classes? 

• . * 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Some of . the 
scheduled castes are included in backward classes*. # 

• 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: With reference to the answer to ^question 
(b), has any direction been given to the District Magistrate of Murshi- 
dabad to fix the percentage of appointment^ for Mulnynmfldans ? 

e 

Mr. 8PEAKEIJ: ^That question does not arise out of the maift 
question. ‘ # 

Mff^ABIK LAL BI8WA8: How much has been reserved for 
backward clashes and how much for minority communities? 
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The Hon’bl$r Sir, BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: There is.no 
separate reservations for backward classes and minority communities 
in all the districts. 

t 

. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What are the communities under 
the term* minority communities' and what are the castes under the 
term backward classes ? 

Thp Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I, want notice. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BI8WA8: Are the backward* classes the same 

as the scheduled castes ? 1 

* 1 

* The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD <3INCH ROY: No, Sir. 
They are not identical. There are certain baekwavd classes which 
• nre classed as scheduled castes and there are others who are not. 

c Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: ^h^t are the names of the commu- 
nities which are termed* as minority communities? 

« * . 

The- Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8A6 8INCH ROY: •The ’backward 
classes and the scheduled castes. 

i 1 ,, 

Grant to the Khulna District Board for Test Relief Works. 

70. Babu PATIRAM ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 

of the Revenue Department aware that the Khulna District Board 

spent Its. 40,(100 last year for (fest Relief W,orks during the famine 

that broke out in the police-stations Kaliganj, Shyamnagar and Assasuni* 

in the Satkhira subdivision and in the Paikgacha police-station in the 

Sadar subdivision? 

< 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to stale if the information that Rs. 20,000 only 
have been* sanctioned by the Government in the present Budget as a 
grant to the Khulna District Board is true? 

* (c) If the answer ^to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what amount will be sanctioned for the purpose as a 
#rant to the Khulna, District Board? 

The Honlble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(b) No. The question of a granV to the District Board towards 
cost of test works’ is still under the consideration of Government. 

(c) Does not arise. 

« v 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: , May we hav$“ the 
approximate time when the grant of Rs. 20,000 will be sanctioned? s 
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The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD* SINGH ROY: First of all, I • 

must say that it is not Its. 20,000. Ah to the approximate time, it 
is difficult for me t<t say withiy what tipie Government will come to a 

decision. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware of the fact that the District Board of Khulna spent the amount 
in question on the clear understanding that certain percentage of the 
amount will be granted by Government ? 

• 

• * 

The Hon’ble 8ifBIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH «,QY: No, Sir, that 

is not my information. ♦ 

River Brahmaputra, known as Jamdna. 

• • 

71. Mr. CHARU CHANDR’A tlOY: (a) 1% Ue Ilon’blc Minister 
in charge of the I'qmmunications and Works Irrigation) Department , 

aware — • • • • 

• • 

(?) that as a result of gradual silting; up of the bed, the river 
Brahmaputra, know** as Jamuua, cannot carry down the 
volume of water that passes* through it during the rains; 
and * ’ # 9 

(u) that the bordering districts and subdivisions are subjected to 
visitations of untimely floo^, every year causing damage to 
agricultural (*ops? 

{b) If the answers to clause* (a) ar<» in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the steps proposed tjf be taken in 
the matter? 

* • • • * 

The Hoit’ble Maharaja SRIS C^ANDR^A NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) (i) I have no information that the river Brahmaputra is gradually 
silting up. There is no si^i of deterioration of the river and it is 
navigable’ by steamers even in the low water season.^ • ^ 

(ii) The river spills during tfye rains over the banks as is usd^l with 
all healthy rivers in a deltaic area. Crops suffer t(f a ^certain extent if 
th$ floods occur early in the seafion before the crops are high ; as also 
when the floods # are abnormally high. But» as a compensating 
advantage, thd area subject to the river spill is comparatively healthy* 
and the spil is more productive than in other areas. 

(^ftt is not desirable to prevent this river spill by putting up 
** embankments. % 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA R'OY: Is it not a fact that excessive 
floods in the dt&taic areas are' due to the cause of silting up of the 
river P 4 ‘ 

, The Won’blf Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

It may be to some extent. ' 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the H/m’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of obtaining accurate reports as to 
whether the level is going up, contributing to heavy ^floods or whether 
the river is at its previous level? 

# f 

t 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of kasimbazar: 

No, Sir. 

Regarding a 8hort-riotice question. 

The Hon’ble Sir rflJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY:, I am prepared 
to answer the short-notice question put by Khan Bahadur Hashem 
Ali Khan if you have no* objection. 

Mf. SPEAKER : Has the answer been' placed on the table? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. But 
the answer is ready fihM can read it out. 

*- « * 

Mr. 8PEAKEk: But I find Khan Bahadur Hashem Ali Khan is 
not present in*, the Chamber to put the question. In the circumstances 
the question may be answered at a subsequent meeting. 

4 

t I 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALC On a point of order, Sir# Even 
if a member is not present to put his short-notice question, is it not 
permissible to the Hon’ble Minister concerned to answer it if hi 
r jthfliks that in the public interest it has to he given. 

° o 

Mr. SPEAKER ; As I' have already said if the member concerned 
is not present, then lyhat I propose to do is to get the answer from 
><,he department concerned 1 and put the answer and the question on the 
table. But if the Hon’ble Minister says that it is of such importance 
that it requires to be answered orally, I am prepared to aTEWsjjk to 
be put at any time. 
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Regarding adjournment motions 

• • . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would* ncjv take up the Civil Wprks Budget 
and I call upon Klian Bahadur Maulvi Fazlul Quadir to epeak f . 

* • # 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL hUQ: I hav§. received infor- 
mation that two adjournment motion s have been tabled regarding the 
Government orders closing the Rajshahi College, but 1 do not know 
if these motions*are £oing to be moved. 

• 

Mr. SURENURA MOHAN MAITRA: I would not* move the 
adjournment motion if ‘the Hon’ble tlfe Chief Mahister would make 
statement that the College will be. opened very soon. 

• • • . # 

Mr. SPEAKER: I t<hink for {lie time being jhat question d*Qes 
not arise. 1 had already gfven.my consent to the adjournment nyifion. 
You know perfectly well, Mr. Maitaa, that \ou ^should have risen ifp 
for formal permission of the House after the questions were over. 
As a matter of fad: I waited for*sometime *to See what you proposed # 
to do, buf I foifnd that you had not come to *a definite decision" on the 
point. Therefore, I called upon Khan Bahadur Maulvi Fazlul Quadir 
to speak. 1 am afraid the q'ufistion of a* statement from the Hon’ble 

the Chief Minister does not at all arise. * # 

0 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: In that case may I have 

your leave to move it to-morrow ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But you must bear in mincfc that an adjourn- 
ment motion is of such a character that »it brook tf no delay and that 
accordingly it is difficult now to say whether it would b# possible for 
me to agree to its motion to-morrow. 


THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 

FOR 1937-38. 

# 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. # 

50 and 81-*-Civil Works. 

• 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: The Budget shows 
that no provision has been made for providing Sadar Sub-Registrars 
with jitters. Out of *383 offices, 251 offices are held in rented houses 
which Government is paying Rs. 47,000 as annual rent. Theta 
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offices are in a f jpost miserable, condition. It appears from the Regis- 
tration Budget that there is a surplus of Rs. 5,19,000 but still there is 
no provision for accommodation of Sub-Registry Offices. In this con- 
nection I should like to refer to the speech of Kazi Emdadul Haque of 
18th Match, 19^1, in, the old Council. He said as follows: — 

I have seen wjtli my own eyes some of the Sub-Registry Offices in 
Rangpur and I do not know whether that state of things prevails 
everywhere but in my district the Sub-Registry Offices are located in 
rented houses and those houses are miserable beyond description. The 
houses are made of slanting bamboos with straw roofs and often kept 
erect with slanting bamboo props. It is really a disgrace on the part 
of Government that^ney should allow their offices to be located in such 
* rented houses. 

• • • * 

In reply to this 'the then Hon’ble Minister for Registration said: — 

A, complaint has been made by K^izi Emdadul Haque about the 
n'ature of the buildings In which the .Sub-Registry Offices are located 
and I must admit that" it is to a large extent correct. We are very 
much concerned about this matter. The Sub-Registry Offices are 
located'in buildings which are really in a very bad condition.* We have 
obtained r administrative approval* to 07 schemes but unfortunately, 
owing to financial striifgency it has not been possible to find funds for 
them in the, Budget. I fully realise that t he present condition is very 
unsatisfactory. • < 

Even, now, Sir, after six years of the statement made by the then 
Minister for Education, no provision lias been made for the 
construction of Sub-Registry Ot\ices. There yre strange things in the 
Registration llepuitment. In some places there are some Government 
office buildings and ‘quarters for Sub-Registrars but no place for clerks, 
muharrirs, p*ons, *to live in and even they are not allowed to build their 
own houses ' pn Public Works Department land. Zamindars and 
mfihajans construct houses and make accommodation for their officers. 
But in this case officers of Government who are doing much for the 
rural uplift are being neglected. The Sub-Registrars As representatives 
of .Government live in villages a Ad they command respect from the 
public. But they i#re .located in the bazar just like shopkeepers and 
placed in* a disgraceful condition. In s^me cases I have seen their 
offices being located' in the bazar just like shops. I would therefore 
urge upon Government and the Minister in charge of Civil Works to 
provide tiieih w\Jtk suitable offices and I would request him to earmark 
at least one lakh of rupees for the 6onstruction of buildings for S t ub- 
r Jtegistrars, clerks and muharrirs. If gradually buildings are con- 
structed for ^quarters of Sub-Registrars, Government will get 7 A per 
cent, from their salary which will come to about Rs. q4,000 over 
and above Rs. 47,000 now spent as rents. The total saving^NEould, 
therefore, come to about a lakb of rupees. I therefore urge upon the^ 
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Government to invest money for the construction of. buildings as 

quarters for Sub-Registrars {tod their staffs. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I. propose to ask the Hon’ hie Minister tp reply 
at about 4-20 p.m., because I think in, that case* the debate .will be* 
sufficiently gone into, unless the Leader of the Opposition and the 
Leader of the House want that it should continue further. 

(No objectio* was raised.) , 


Mr. ABDUL KARIM: 1 rise to take part in the dismission in 
order to point out on # e glartng defect ,not as vefc, mentioned by any 
of the members in the administration of the Public Works Department 4 
and that concerns Mie natjure of t«he estimates prepared for civil works, 
the corrupt practices carried on by subordinate officers of the Executive 
Engineers’ offices. Many ^f us know that in tli*e preparation of 
estimates, the needs and requirements of different projects are gemft’ally # 
overestimated by the department. Tlie rates of ^nfyment are too high, 
much above the lfta^ket price of articles. TJic bates are much more 
than those# available in the market so far as purchases by private 
individuals are concerned. I woufil have less to #ny if the framers of 
the estimates did so only with the intension < 4 ! providing, if I am 
permitted to use the word of HfTn’ble Nawab Miishamifi' Hossain “a 
gentlemanly” profit for contractors. But the case is otherwise. It is 
an open secret that the contractors have got to# pay a certain per- 
centage of the amount sanctioned to the suliordinate stuff. Even in 
some eases special rates are fixed for payments to* higher officers. That 
requires the preparation <ff estimates at unusually tygh rates and that 
is why new contractors offering lower tenders cannot secure jobs on 
the plea of so-called inefficiency. * If (}o\^?rnment <lo really desire to 
improve the administration, 1 submit lower tenders sljftuld not be 
refused without sufficient reason and that a particular set «f contractors 
must not be patronised to the exclusion of others. I do not know 
whether the H<*n’ble Minister, is familiar with JLlie interpreiation of 
the term P. W. D. which according to some is a pubKc waste depart- 
ment and according to others a department for plunder without deterti-^ 
tion. I do not think we can expect any better thin*gs even in the new 
order of the administration if^ this procedure of patronising a selected 
set of contractors continues. But if this is ddhe hway witji, the * 
corruptions complained of will ce*ase to exist. That, will also #lo*away 
with the necessity of framing estimates at •unnecessarily liigh rates. 

If the department can put a stop to this malpractice it will also bring 
us a good saving out the amounts allotted for*civil works and that*, 
surplus can be utilised for other nation-building departments for which 
we h av ejfrdfl enough of* discussions on the floor of this House. May 
Ihopethat the defects# complained of will be a thing of the past under 
^he new regime of the popular Ministers of an autonomous Bengal? 
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Mr. 8HAty, f ABDUR RAUF: I had no mind to speak om this 
motion, but I do so in support of certain comments which have been 
hit upon by Mr. Abdul Karim. As the Vice-Chairman of a District 
Board, I ckn say from personal exjferienee that a considerable amount 
r can be* saved ^if thp rates are lowered after proper investigation. I 
submit; Sir, the rates sanctioned by the Public Works Department 
should not exceed the prevailing market rates. For instance, when a 
labourer can be had for eight* annas a day, we find that the Public 
Works Department rate is fixed at 12 annas or 14 aynas or even one 
rupee. One curious point is this: I want to point out that when the 
District IV>anl of Rangpur tried to reduce the rate tjiey were told that 
they could not do unless it was sanctioned by the Superintending 
Engineer. That is a. funny matter indeed- Although the rate can be 
changed for the benefit of the District Board, still because fhe Superin- 
tending Engineer Wvil the Executive Engineer stc>od in the way this 

* could npt be done: If the District Boards change their rates, then the 
Executive Engineer would also have ‘to change his rates. I submit 
respectfully that if a*cy, refill investigation is made as regards the rate, a 
considerable amount of money ooflld very well be saved and that money 
could be otherwise iftilisell. I am* thankful to our friend Miss Mira 
Dutta'Uupta for reminding me that for the residence o’t the Collector of 
Rangpur a sum of Us. (»(),()()() has been provided. So far as 1 know, 
only 10 per cent, is deducted as re*»4 from the pay of Government 
officials whV) are given 1 lie privilege of Government quarters. Now, 
taking flip average pay of a Collector to be Us. 1,500 a month, the house 
rent comes to only Us. 150, and for that Us. 150 it is an unwise policy 
to spend Us. 00,000. , We havj* some idea of the cost of a building in 
mufassal. We cay build a palace for Us. 60,000 there. Therefore I 
appeal to the Hon’ble Minister in charge to see that such huge sums 
are not spent on^tliese buildings. 

Our friend Miss Mira Dutta Gupta brought to the notice of the 
House the question of a lift in the High Court building. I am not 
Opposed to it. Lifts ale required but my only point is that all public 
works should be done with as little a* cost as possible. Therefore I 
hope that after *this discussion tlje Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 

♦ Department will kjndly issue orders for the reduction of the rate in 
the light of the present market rate. % 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: After the masterly speech 
of Dp. Nalinaksha vSanyal I do not think I can make any very useful 
contributioh to* the discussion. So I will confine myself to some local 
needs of m 3 7 own constituency. The road between Mymensingh <and 

t Tangail is going on !n such a way that it woujd take long long years 
to be completed. But one who knows the situatkm of the Tangail sub- 
division will certainly admit that this road mpst be competed at the 
earliest opportunity, because the Tangail subdivision is isoiafolMrom 
the world and it is very difficult to approach this subdivision without 
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spending an inordinate time to reach it, Then ii^ th^jmatter of the 
distribution of the motor tax^ I find that many of the districts of North 
Bengal have not got contribution up till now except perhaps Pabna 
and Jalpaiguri, though the Special Officer of the Road Board made 
certain recommendations regarding certain roads* in gome districts,, 
especially in Rajshahi. As regards the'North Bengal highwaV, T do 
not know when it will be opened, whether it will be' during our life 
time or not. But it is a very important* road. 1 appeal to the Hon’ble 
Minister that without succumbing to the inertia of the department, he 
will rise up and enthuse some new spirit into his department so that 
these very urgent needs of several districts will be met as soon as 
possible. • . • •%, 

Then as regards the electrification, 1 find that Jalpaiguri is very 
much luck}*. The* reason is not far to seek, because there are the 
Commissioners and* the European planters there." There are several 
districts in North Bengal wfcere there are electrification, but the Gov- 
ernment buildings or the Government^ institutions liaVe not been elfcetrU 
tied. In my district I know that estimate was rtnule last year or some 
time ago, but no <*ffect has been given yet. Ij is^well known, Sir, that 
there is a J)ig college and school find other public institutions^where 
these things are very necessan. Of eourse the (tdlege is mnu closed, 
I do not know for how long.. These are .the grievances which I put 
before the House. ~ 


Then I find that bridges aje constructed in other parts of Bengal, 
but North Bengal is neglected in this respect. *1 hope tltat if the 
Hon’ hie Minister who has got some property in Malda once cares to 
go there especially during the rainy season, he'will fimMmw difficult 
it is to reach that place* The headquarters ot the district has not 
been connected with any bridge over the Mohanuiyla. The people of 
Malda have been crying for it and made several representations and 
even approached His Excellency the Governor, but no h«pe was held 
out to them. I cannot lay too much stress upon the desirability of 
having this bridge. This is a very important "bridge which ought fo 
he taken up without further delay. • * 

With these words I once more appeal to the Hou’ble Minister jn 
charge tliat without relying too much upon th§ departmental recom- 
mendations he will look to the needs of the different places ^and dis- 
tribute money accordingly. 


Mr. NIKUNJA AEHARI MAITI : I thank you tor allowing me 
to speak about the working of tKe Public Works Department in the 
rural areas such ag ©v constituency of Midnapore south-east. In 
that constituency thete is a canal called the Hijli tidal canal with its 
continuation in the remotest part of Orissa, namely, Orissa Coast 
CanaJ^^That canal wa§ excavated during the sixties of the last century 
^or the purpose # of bringing out food grains from Orissa and other 
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neighbouring districts and importing British goods into the remotest 
parts. Now, that design is completely fulfilled, but the result of the 
excavation has been disastrous so faro as the southern portion of the 
district of*Midnapore is concerned. ^ The rivers and khals in my consti- 
tuencvi take their course from north-west and flow down south-west to 
the sea. Now, Sir, this canal goes parallel to the mouth of the river 
Hooghly, that i's, from north to west. The result is that both rivers 
and khals have got their courses impeded and in course of time choked. 
Of the two rivers that are left, namely, Rasulpur andiHaldi are unable 
to carry down the volumes of water that come down from the upland in 
the nort lowest and often burst out and cause serious floods. As a 
matter of fact during the last 30 years ther-e have been no less than nine 
floods causing immense harm to the people. 


The,Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

May I ask what bus this motion got” to do with flood? and canals? 
This is a matter for the Irrigation ‘Department. 

t • .. t * 

Mr. NIKUNJA, BIEHARI ,MAITI: Now, these serious floods 
cause great harm to /lie people. In the olden days when the canal 
was not excavated the rain wafei *from upland took away all the 
accumulated dirt and nuisance from the face of the land and rushed 
to the se$. The result was that the hea'lth of the people was good and 
the rich layer of silt that fell on the surface of the land w T as very 
helpful in producing .good cr^ps. But the result of the excavation 
of this canal has 4 been firstly that the physique of the people apd 
secondly yields of crops have both deteriorate. Officials have 
been approached, petitions 'have helm made and some ten y^ears back 
the (l)ief Engineer, Mr. Addams- Williams went there and saw for 
himself the vdate of things prevailing there, hut no tangible result 
(tame out of them. 

What is wanted hs that a number of sluices should be made along 
the hanks of the canal an«d the embankments beside the rivers and a 
• number of cuts should be made along the District Board, Local Board 
and village roads, so that the water froiy the high land may go to the 
9 sfa without auy^ unnecessary delay and impediment. If that is done 
then /with the minimum cost we yan have a place which will be 
fertile 'ami the inhabitants thereof happy as crops will grow in 
abundance. 1 can -say from my experience that these impediments to 
the natural flow* of water by bundles, or embankments or bridges and 
such like tilings have caused immense harm to the people. Bengal of 
to-day is not w r hat it w T as 50 or GO years back. I therefore request 
the Hon’ble Minister and his department, to take the peopleYbiar their 
confidence. In this respect I have one humble suggestion to makto** 
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and! that is that the officers fo the Pubjic Works^Dejjgrtment who do 

not take outside people into their confidence should do so now. 

* 

The Hon’ble Maharaja S*RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Public Works Department has nothing to do wijh casuals and livery. 
Those are the concern of the Irrigation* Department. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHApi MAlYll If the people are taken into 
the confidence of the departmental officers and it the suggest ions* made’ 
by them are accented, it is hoped that these water-logged areas which 
cause such an anxiety to t lie people of Ren gal will become* fertile and 
healthy. # 

(Here the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed his* 
seat.) * • 

Al-Haj Maulana Dr. 'SAN AULLAH : In this'conneetioi* 1 want 
to draw th(v attention of the Hfm’ble Minister *to tile two roads «in the 
district of Chittagong: first the Cliittagon'g-Eaftgamati Trunk Road 
and the second fche feeder road connecting Ranlgarh, one of the most ( 
important^ subdivisions of the Chittagong IT ill Tracts with Chittagong 
proper. These two roads are of*vital importanre to the inhabitants- 
concerned, because they ai;e t lie arteries oj; trade, especially of 
agricultural products and forCfr produce. 1 think as soon as the 
work of the construction of the Chitlagong-Arakan Road *s completed, 
the department might profitably take up the* construction of the 
Chittagorfg-Rangamati Road. The condition of these two roads at 
present is very bad and the construction of » bridge pver the river 
Jlalda at Sharta Ghat oft the Chittagong-Rangfim^ti Road is a crying 
need of the day. The people concerned have been trying their level 
best for about a decade, to have* it constructed; aiyl there is already 
a scheme under the consideration of the Government. .But although 
1 have put some questions on the subject, I have ncPt been as yet 
favoured with any reply, so I do not know at*what stage that scheftie 
is at present. • JVe have already put before th# Hon’ble Minister in 
charge all the facts and figures regarding Jlhese roads as well as other 
loads in the district of Chittagong. Recently, a Reputation composed 
of almost all the members joining from Chitfagong wailed on the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of # Communications and # 
Works and this is nothing but a fresh reminder. / would therefore 

request the Hon’ble Minister once again to look into the* matter. 

• • 

.The House was then adjourned* for 1 •> minutes for prayer. 

After adjournment. 

Mj>«fED JALAL'UDDIN HASHEMY: Mr. Speaker, only 'to 
^justify my existence In this House as a representative of Satkhira, I 
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want to make f^jie simple observation in connection witk the "p&licty of 
road construction in Bengal. I regret very much to say that i* my 
subdivision there is no communication by rail. Unfortunately, we 
could not Create any such political situation which might have made 
Government to t open railway communication in my subdivision,* After 
constitutional agitation covering a period of more than 50 years only 
the other day one simple road was sanctioned from Navaran to 
Satkhira. 1 also expressed my regret to the Hon’ble Minister that 
I noticed considerable agility in constructing that ftnid before the 
, general elcclion of the Bengal Legislative Assembly. Perhaps, to 
discredit me in this House the work on that road which was going on 
very quieklj was stopped just before t.he c general election. I h&ve 
nothing more to say, hut considering the ‘condition of my subdivision 
I would appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to go on with the work as 
early as possible for the simple reason that it is a necessity. Year 
before last an amount of Rs. 5 lakhs was granted for the construction 
of roads. I am afraid the money istijl remains unspent and a further 
sum — 1 have not seen the budget figure — has been possibly granted 
for the construction of tho road in question. Once more 1 would 
appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to^look into the file anu to pass* 
necessary ordter for the construction of (lie road in question. 

With these few words, 1 supp^KVihe cut motion. 

The Kon’ble Mv. N ALIN I RAN JAN 8ARKER; Sir, I have 

listened with great interest to the debate that has been initiated in 
connection with this demand. 'The specific matters which have lieen 
raised in this debate will be dealt with on behalf of the Government 
by the Hon’ble Minister in f charge pf the Department. Sir, I want 
your indulgence to make a few general observations. I personally 
feel that tho^e is much scope for improvement in the administration 
of the Public Works Department, particularly in the matter of 
specification for the Government buildings, and in the matter , of 
rates for 'construction, securing in both more efficiency and less cost. 
But I think the picture has been a little overdrawn by Dr. Sanyal 
who has initiated this debate and the other speakers who have said 
that this is the most top-heavy department in the whole administra- 
tion. So far as the matter goes, I find on enquiry that it is as top- 
'<heavy as other departments not only of this province but of all other 
provinces also. I 'have tried to ascertain some facts and figures to 
see whether our Public Works Dep&Ytment is more or less top-heavy 
than it is in othei provinces. In Bengal ^there are two Chief 
Engineers, in Bombay and Madras also there are two Chief Engineers, 
in the United Provinces there are four Chief Engineers. <The salary 
of the Chief Engineers in this province is Rs. 2 r 750 to Rs. the 

■same is the case in Bombay as also in Madras. Then as regards 
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Sup/rin tiding Engineers, we have 7* Bombay 9, Madras 8 and the 
Unified Provinces 14. Then as regards the Executive**Engineers, our 
number is^lo, Bombay 54, 'Madras 32 iiml the Fifited Provinces 51. 
As regards the Assistant Executive Engineers, ours are 11, Bombay 
12, Madras 17 and the United Provinces 15. # Then, as «regard§ 
Assistant Engineers,' this province lias*got 64, Bombay 98, ‘Madras 
95 and the United Provinces 104. The rates of salaries also in our 
province mostly are lower than tho*se in other provinces; but by this 
I do not mean 4bat there is no room for improvement; as in mother 
departments of this •Government we shall institute an enquiry whether 
further improvement can be made in the matter of retrenchment or 
not in due time, as b h^ve*assured this House ii» connection with the 
debate on general administration. ^Mr. Ahwcllaii-u. Mahmood: • 
May we k»ow the total amoiuvt fn money value of works in those 
places ? ) So far as this is concerned, I have*' only compared our 
budget with that of Bomjiay — their budget estfmate amounts, to 
Rs. 1 ,46, 00, WOO and ours is Rs. M ,31^000. So /nr a* the administfativp 
cost is concerned, ours is Rs. 19 lakhs as ‘compared with Bombay’s 
Rs. 25 lakhs for the current year. # , 


Then, ^ir, \tith regard to thq, electricity Scheme, the connections 
for electric fans and lights which have been provided in the* Govern- 
ment buildings are not so giving a* little comfort to the 

officers of the State as to help the small companies in •the district 
towns in their expansion. • As you know, 'Sir, in our province 
electricity is supplied by small companies whicti have started their 
venture in the district headquarters and they # can hardly carry* on 
without any assistance fyom Government and # the municipalities. It 
is not possible for these small companies to expand and sometimes 
< veil to exist. That is win we have provided for*electric connections 
in Government buildings more as a subsidy to these concerns than 
lor providing amenities for our officers, though I adjnit that our 
officers also deserve this little comfort. Even clerks in commercial 
offices are supplied with this amenity, because it increases efficiency. 
Gf course, some*of my friends have said that t*he agriculturists are 
not benefited by it. I think the tifne is not very far when, with 
expansion of the electric supply scheme, we sludl have lights and fans 
even in our •villages. In Madras they have raised loans to start l>ig 
electric schemes which cater to villages. Suclf schemes wc*il<1 he* 
helpful for the expansion of our* small industrial concerns ^ilso. ## 


^Sir, my friend, Mr. Surendm Mohan Jtaitra, has said that his 
district has been neglected; hut so far as I remember, when tli£ 
schedule meeting was* held for considering the budget estimates, I 


did not repeiv 
In f&tdfe if 


^ certainly they 


e any electric scheme from the district # of Rajshahi. 

we get* such schemes through the proper channel, 
will receive our favourable consideration. 


42 
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Then with regard to what has been said as to our providii^ a 
lift in the Higii Court and otfr purchasing a portion of land near the 
High Court, I thii^k the provision of the lift to the High Court is a 
belated removal of a long-sfandinp grievance; we ought to have 
provided 1 the lift long ago, hut our financial situation did not allow us 
to do tfyat earlier, tfn this connection, I may state that under the 
new reforms of the money we are likely to get from the High Court 
we are not spending even one T tei>th for it. Under the new reforms 
the Official Assignee comes under the control of the Bengal Govern- 
ment and we shall get all the forfeited money amounting to about 
Rs. 50 lak^s and we have given to the High Court only about 
Rs. 5 lakhs this year for many things which they have been demand- 
ing for the last 10 or 12 years? but it was not possible for the Gov- 
ernment to comply with those requirements so long. 

Then, Sir, as regards the plot of land for* which we have provided 
Rs. 3J lakhs, it litis not. yet been decided whether it will be required 
for ar extension of, the* High Court; it may be required for providing 
accommodation to different Goveftnnhiit offices. We have provided 
this money for the reason that as the Imperial Bank was selling the 
entire property to some other purchaser and if we missed this oppor- 
tunity of buying thir plot, it nrghf not have been available for our 
purpose. So as it is very contiguous to the High Court we have 
decided to purchase this plot. Jmt^ftow it will be utilised has not 
yet been decided; we shall d'eeide it in due course. (A voice from the 
Congress benches: Ts it, an aimless purchase?; It is not an aimless 
purchase as Government will require some accommodation for 
different, offices. The -Official Assignee’s office had to be shifted from 
the High Court and fcr this office Government have been paying 9 
considerable rental per month, and there are other Government offices 
also in connection ‘with the* legal departments and to accommodate 
them it wilUbe necessary to have our own buildings. 

Then, Sir; as regards pace of construction of roads and bridges, 
I‘ admit that the progress has been very slow. But I would ask the 
House to' realise that the progress of such construction works in this 
province has to be slow as you have to think about culverts, embank- 
jnents, I lie provisiqu of free passage of water and matters like that,. 
Though we have been able to execute works amounting to Rs. 0 , 7 , 

. or- 8 lakhs a year, we have provided for Rs. 22 lakhs for this year and 
hdpe that the matter will be expedited. This compares very 
favourably with the work of other provinces where the work of road 
construction is easier than in this province. As to the rest of t the 
^points raised in the debate, I hope the Hon’ble^Maharaja will reply to 
them. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have just received as intimatioi¥**'from the 
Home Department that as already announced 8 *h and 9 th September 
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will for resolutions on matters of general public interest, 15th and 
16th and 21st and 22nd will be for non-official Bifls. *in addition to 
that on the 20th Government ^proposes # to present a supplementary 
statement of expenditure wlfich will be discussed and the supple- 
mentary grants voted oi\ the 23rd September. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Sir, in course of Iris statement the 
Hon’ble Minister mentioned something, about the top-heavy admini- 
stration which ^ never said. In connection with the top-heavy 
administration I only said with reference to certain sections of the 
department, particularly the Chief Engineer, the Superintending 
Engineer and the Special Officer who consume ahtfut Its. 8 lakhs out 
of Its. 19 lakhs and I did no^, take into* consideration the comparative < 
figures as between this province and* other provinces. 

Mr. SPEAKER !* Tliaf will do/l)r. Sanyal. * 

• * 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARROFF H08$AI#J, Khan Bahadur:* 

Sir, the question <4 High Court lift and the land that we are proposing 
to purchase near the* High Court has been Very # lightly thought. So 
tar as the fitt is concerned, I believe it wont retail re anybody To rise 
and to support it because a lift is a necessity aijd necessity knows jio 
law. If a thing is necessary, evoa^frtf is illegal, it is passed; so here 
I am not going to do anything illegal. I want to get yoift- assistance 
in legalising what is a necessity. I hope you know # that all t|p» Judges 
are over 50 and Counsel are also over 50 (A voice: Not all), but 

main are. So, if I have provided a lift or if I # want to provide a lift 

for Judges, Counsel and events (A voice: And flic Judicial Member), 
and tlie Judicial Member if be goes there, there cannot be much objec- 
tion. Then there remains the question of #site. Tlifc Hon’ble Finance 
Minister has very ably put before you where the site *is ami why is it 
necessary. You all know that the site is necessary not pnly for the 
extension of the building called the High Court Jmil ding but for other 
buildings as welj . You know that the Administiator-General # and the 
Official Assignee Ulso require "accommodation there and the Official 
Assignee has given you about 90 laklfs of ritpees. (A voice: TYIipw 
does it go?) It will find a place in the budget* oP the country. So, * 

if the officer who is supplying f you 90 lakhs of rupees of which* Its. 50 

lakhs will instantly enter into the pocket of this Government ai^d the 4 
other Es. 40 lakhs will come in due course and if that Official ^.setgnee 
is allowed a room to stay in or to make his office and if •this* 4 lakhs of 
rupees that I am providing here in this budget is given for that purpose 
^Hl you be sufferer jn ^ny way (voices of no, no)! So, you are really •. 
getting about a crore of rupees from that very office. Th^t being the 
position it ^on’t require any explanation from anybody and the House 
*nll at dffee say that tlie proposal of Government is a. business-like 
# proposal. 
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The Hon’blf, Mafraraja 8R18 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Sir, I have listened with the closest attention to the various speeches 
criticising the activities of this department. The cut motions which 
are moved *by the honourable members are done with the object of 
bringing to th^ notice of Government certain grievances of the people 
and also to point out the defects of a particular department. I am 
therefore thankftil to all the members for their constructive sugges- 
tions. My friend Dr. Sanyal has levelled 4 several charges against the 
department with breathless speed and some amount otf vehemence. 

I shall first of all take up the cost of management which has already 
been referred to by the Hon’ble Finance Minister. My friend, 
Dr. Sanyal, has taktfn considerable pains ill preparing statistical state- 
ments for which I offer him my sincerest thanks. Much can be said 
about the necessity of retrenchment, but, Sir, .when you come to face 
facts your angle of criticism may. be completely changed. It is not 
possible^ neither advisable, to keep down r the cost of management to 
u very low figure in ceutain technical departments. When I say thh 
I should not be misuiider stood that 1 am supporting all the items in 
the expenditure of n\v department. As has alrepdj been announced 
during* the debate on the General Administration and qlso in the course 
of the speech by the* Hon’ble Filianfo Minister to-day, the question of 
retrenchment will be tuken up conference of leaders of the various 
groups of this House to.be held in neifr future. That will, I believe, be 
the proper time to look into the question. Sir, T y ield to none in my 
desire to ‘see the expenses reduced without impairing efficiency. The 
question of redistribution of divisions and for the matter of that aboli- 
tion of a division, if Accessary^ may be taken up at that time. 

Reference has been made in a general way about the malpractices 
prevalent in the department Sir* so long as human being exists, 
human weakness* will be there. There must be some black sheep in 
every herd. 1 For that reason \ou cannot condemn an entire class of 
officers who are serving Government faithfully and loyally. While I 
object to such generalizations I would certainly take great care in 
enquiring into specific instances of corruption which' 1 can assure the 
House will be dealt with \tith alb the severity as the nature of the case 
would demand. *■ , 

Sir, T am prepared to agree that softie reform in the. method of 
administration of file department in certain directions is absolutely 
necessary. I may inform the House 'that I have already taken up the 
matter in right earnest* The items which appear to me to be of 
radical importance are — ° i 

(1) the possibility of reduction in expenditure on repairs and 

maintenance ; 

(2) lowering the specification of Government buildifi&s^ and 

(3) introducing a more rational, equitable, and satisfactory Method 

of disposing of tenders. 
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Jir, I would now come to the question that has been raised about 
the delay in taking up some of the road projects flsulting in the 
accumulation of a forge anrtniyt of money in the petrol Fund. Sir, 
as has also been pointed out*by tl§e Hon'ble the Finance Min ister, you 
will find that we have provided for over 20 lakhs of rupees in th^ current 
year s budget, and compared with the amounts which \\%re spent in the 
two previous years the advance is certainly not negligible; if we can 
keep up this pace, I think by the end ot#the next financial year, we shall 
he able to exhaust almost all the accumulated amount. I may iyform 
the House, Sir, thaMhere has been no lapse of an\ amount, as has been 
mentioned bv 1)^. Sanval. Sir, as 1 have not got sufficient time, 1 
would only like to draw. the* attention of the Horn** to f lie resolution of 
the Central legislative Ass^mbls of flte 10th of February , 1907, to# 
svhstaniiati 1 what, I hpve said., ("Dr. -Nalinaksiu Would 

\('U please tend it. out Y What ps this resolution?) I am afraid 
I have no time; otherwise I would have been glad trt do so. , 

Now, Sir, there are several cause* of delay In taking up the projects 
of road development. The first is that, according to the old arrange- 
ment, a scheme used to originate iy the Loent Sdf-Government Depart- 
ment, theft the Public Works Department used to examine it, and send 
il back to that depaitment The scheme tuv in duo course, fbrwarded 
to the India Government, aml*wljyeiili^ Tifdia (A)vermnent approved of 
the project, the Local Self-Government* Department received it and 
used to send it again to the •Public Works Department for making 
proper estimates in detail. So, as \on can see, Sir, some Amount of 
time used to he lost in this fashion. According to the present scheme, 
however, as the Road Fund has come # (lircctly under tin* Communica- 
tions and Works Department, every scheme is •sanctioned h\ this 
Department and sent to the Government # of India i’or approval. That 
will minimize the delay to a certain extent, but I ma\*infoiyn the House 
that it takes some time to get the approval of the Government of India. 

It is after that approval is received we have to # start making estimates. 
Before that the # alignments have to he settled and surveys undertaken 
if bridges have g(fl to be built, we have got to muk*e various observations, 
which would take not less than two* rainy "seasons. It would then J)e 
possible for the department to start preparing tie Estimate. We have* 
always to. keep an eye not t<f interfere with the irrigation, sanitation, 
and drainage, whenever we take up any such prtfject#. Sir, as^I have • 
already said, some delay is inevitable, but at the^same tiu^ *we are 
doing onr best to see that the projects are no t unnecessarily delayed. 
With that object in view, we are proposing to have more frequent 
meetings of the, Board ni Communications. 

Sir, I jyn not aware of any discrimination being made as Regards 
pron^otion of Indian officers, as has been referred to fby Dr. Sanyal, 
And I have received nt> complaints about it. But I can give you this 
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assurance that^. so long as I ajn in office I shall see that no suchk dis- 
crimination is made. Sir, much has !been said about the Special Officer 
in charge of Road vDevelopmept and th$ time he lias taken to complete 
the schema*. I may point out that he P had to visit every district, 
and drawn up the schemes in consultation with the District Officers and 
the District Board of each district. As regards the Bridge Designer, I 
may say that he 'is a senior Executive Engineer belonging to the Indian 
Service of Engineers and lias taken special training in bridge cons- 
truction in Europe. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Where? What are 
his educational degrees and what are his qualifications?) 


I am., thankful to Mr. MacLauchlan for pointing out to the House 
that I have been in charge of this department only for a few months and 
cannot be held responsible. In fairness to the executive officers of the 
department, howevw., I do not propose to take shelter behind this plea, 
but, Sir^ I shall do r my level best to see that things r 'are put on a proper 
level, As I have already pointed out,.theie is already a committee in 
Existence, viz., the .Provincial B6ard of Communications. I do not 
know if Mr. MaeLauohlan wanted another committep to be appointed. 
I do not think, Sir, f *har r is necessary. I shall, however, consider 
whether some members 'of this Hou,se can be cn-opteS as members of 
that Board. 


Then, Sir, he has made .another suggestion, which is about the 
creation of a Construction Department. ( 1 may point out at once that 
our staff ks adequate«for the work, and no useful purpose will be served 
by the creation of a construction department. I may say in all fairness 
that the present Board* of Comnr unication had only one sitting and have 
not been given sufficient opportunity to see things for themselves 1 . 
After being thus benefited by the criticisms of this House, I myself 
shall see that the said Board are informed of the views of the members 
of this House. And I am sure that the\ will certainly do everything in 
their power fo see that things move more rapidly than before. 


Sir, as mv time is short, I would only refer to what Mr. Abdul 
Karim has said 'about the Public Works Department. Sir, after the 
'inauguration of the new reforms whatever may be the reason, the name 
Public Works Department no longer exists. The department is now 
called Communications and Works, or C. 1 & W. (Mr. Jogesh Chandra 
(tTTTa*: Commtfn aste?) I would say they mean care and watch 
or cotfffort # and we,alth or capability and wisdom whichever you like. 

n , 

Sir, several members of this Ho*ase have referred to the need? of 
c their districts. I may say this much that I shall go very carefully 
through the speech on this demand after the sessiou is over, and 
all the suggestions made here will be considered in «due course. 
Sir, this department is a department of service, and I would like to 
see it run with that motto on its forehead. I would appeal to aft 
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sections of this House to give me that co-operatioji, advice, and ' 
guidance, as occasiop demands, so that I may be able to steer it through 
the proper channel. » i f 

The motion of Dr. Nalinalfsha Sanyal that the ^demand of 
Rs. 1,19,04,000 under* the heads “50 — Civil Woi^s” #nd “8f —Civil 
Works not charged to Revenue” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to 'criticise 
the inaction of the superior staff in initiating irrigatio'n projects and in 
furthering schemes for the •construction of roads and bridges, leading 
often to non-utilization of the sanctioned grants) was put and lost. 

The demand off Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of Kasimbazar that 
a sum of Rs. 1,19,04,000 be granted for expenditure under file heads 
50 — Civil Works’* and “Si — Civil Works not charged to Revenue” 
was put and agreed to. * 


“54 — Famine Relief.” 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On the recoin- 
mendation of His Excellency the governor. ff befr to move that a sum 
of Rs. 2,ffi),0()(f be granted for ^expenditure •under the head *“54 — 
Famine Relief.” * 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: 1 *heg to move that*the demand 
for Rs. 2,00,000 for expenditure under the head '*54.— Famine Relief” 
be reduced by Rs. 100 

Ihe amount allotted is quite inadequate. • The woud “famine” 
according to English dictionary means scarcity ofvfood, bpt it is not 
such scarcity as is described in Ijie Famine Code* According to the 
Famine Code “famine” means scarcity of a grave nature^ Whenever 
Government declare famine we at once take it to be of a seiious type and 
that people are dying or will die as a result of it. I think that unless 
the system is changed and the grant is increased people will die of 
scarcity. Whenever there is famine, a Faming Conynissioifer and a 
number of relief officers are appointed and*their pay is met from tfyis 
small grant. I suggest that the local officers $ liquid he a^ked to do* 
some extrp time work whenever there is famine in their area. Those 
local officers may also take the help of local non-pfficial agencies, m 
especially of the members of thin Assembly who come from tluj # area. 

I think the members of this House will gladly giv£ ajl tlffe fielp they 
can* I therefore suggest that instead of appointing a Famine Commis- 
sioner and other rejief.officers a major portion of the grant under tbi^ 
head should go to the really starving people. Gratuitous^ relief is not 
given to the poor — it i^ given only to the invalids and lunatics and to 
the fardanashin ladie$ who have none to look after them* I further 
Suggest that thjp fund should be well controlled and managed. 
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When there is famine the ^hungry people take any food that they 
get and I know' of ‘some British companies that give something in 
charity, for example, the Britannia Jlisfcuit Company. They give 
biscuits oirt of their old stock ; thofe biscuits are not fit for human 
consumption arul I can say from my experience at Rampurhat that 
those who took those biscuits fe$l ill. I therefore suggest that food that 
is not fit for human consumption should not be given to the hungry 
people. Famine is very rare iir England, but in our province it is of 
frequent occurrence; it is caused either by floods or drought. Famine 
that is caused by drought can be prevented if morfe # money is spent on 
irrigation and on the development of industries. If« proper arrange- 
ments for irrigation h made, the area of ltfnd under cultivation can be 
increased and agriculture improved. Generally agriculturists cannot 
produce more crops for want of funds f for want of seeds and for want 
of facilities for watering their fields. Bengali is a ‘fertile < ountry and 
it cqn produce plenty of rice and other food r crops which other provinces 
cannoY. Whenever* there is famine in Bengal the Local ‘Government 
should stop all export of rice. If the rice that is produced in the 
province is not allowed to*go out, there would be v^ry little scarcity of 
food. J. suggest that th/ 1 local officers should take this work in hand 
in addition to their dwn duties. * There arc so many circle officers, so 
many union hoards, so«*many de\awY*jtlemeiit officers who can help and 
I think they t with t lie lielp of jion-offieial agencies must try to stop this 

export of rice when there is famine. , 

*; < 

Government, I submit, will not he able to cope with the situation by 
providing more money' for famine relief, if they cannot curtail their 
expenditure, on thecpolfcc. And until that is 1 done the District Magis* 
trates and the Sulujivisional Officers ( may take the initiative and form 
relief associations and organisations as is done by the Congress, the 
Ram Krishnr Mission, the Sankat Tran Samiti and the Marwari 
Society. In Yhis connection I may mention the noble example set by 
Mr. B. K. Guha at Birfdmm. He started relief organisations and took 
the help bf the local people; lie did not'take any holidays and be used 
to^ leave his headquarters on Sunday and come back on Monday; he 
'Used to go to the houses of the generous public and induce them to 
make bacidsome contributions towards the relief of distress. Other 
District Officers Qiay*do similarly and induce the local people to contri- 
bute much as they can, as the amount provided by Government is not 
adequate* c t r 

Every year there is famine in one part oi the province or another. 
This year there is famine in Chittagong and Nadia and no great help 
can be given from the small sum that is being provided^for famine 
relief unless the local officers start local relief* organisations witfe the 
help of non-official agencies. 
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The question of fodder for cattle is Also of importance. For want of 
fodder the death rate among cattle is ever on tin* im*Aease and wheq 
famine is over the ‘cultivators^ do not find cattle for ploughing their 
fields. If sufficient money cSn be f spent m a year at faminq, there may 
not be any famine for .several years. During the Hindu rule ojr Maho- 
medan rule there was seldom any famine in In dill , bdlause there was- 
no export of grains or exploitation. Money that was .realised from the 
tenants was spent in the country. • . 

(The membtef, having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat*) 

Mr. ABDUL'WAHAB KHAN: In rising to support the motion I 
w ill only speak a few # word$. Curiously enough, Sir, in the past Gov- 
ernment have been very slow to admit tile existence of famine in certain # 
places. Npbody really understands*what is the proper line of distinction 
between acute distress a’nd famine. Famine or .-distress by whatever 
name you may call it, ffiust be of a varying degree in one jiluce or 
another in . the same area* The policy umlerlying this is # rt‘ally 
inscrutable. But we expected that ^fitb the new # <wa ushered in amongst 
us this policy should be relaxed. Every year more or less acute distress 
prevails iy some part of the country or other. *Last year it happened 
in Khulna and some >ears back it* happened in M°tbaria in the Bakar- 
ganj district. This year agaip it 1 1 a > jjipeared yi a serious bum in the 
Patuakhali subdivision of tlie ftfflvOTganj district. For some months 
acute distress is prevailing in Patuakhali. A us crop hits failed and' 
last year lakhs of cattle die<f of cattle epidemic. # People o^ing to the 
provisions of the Agricultural Debtors Act do not get any loan. 
Mabajans have stopped their transact ioy. The District Bpard, however, 
Jias very kindly started some test relief work of' the # value of Its. 15,00(1 
through the agency of tlie Union Boards. It is also extremely inade- 
quate so much so that women wl*o were Jtardunashi n 9 have come out to- 
work as labourers to get a small pittance of 0 to 10 pict^‘a day. In a 
village within the Bowfal thana a woman is reported tfl have died of 
starvation. Relief societies have started work*in the affected area but, 
Sir, I do not? Jviiow what the Government have done yet* to give 
gratuitous loan. Some years ago a<yitc distress happened in Motl aria. 

I lie Circle Officers were good enough to send lyi appeal along with 
other public spirited gentleman for voluntary help in the shape of cloth 
and rice anJ Government came down upon him aiql took him to 1ask*for^ 
lending his support to that apjpeal. And Government went • to the 
length of issuing a communique denying the existence of s«clf a serious 
state of things. With these few words, Sir, I hope that the policy which 
^as being pursued of late by the Government should he relaxed to such 
an extent that‘we can expect relief at the time when it is needed. 

Jir. H.*C- BANNERMAN; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to oppose the 
•cut motion as moved *by Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar with regard to the 
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* insufficiency of the grant for /amine relief. As the time allocated to 
this debate is ttree quarters of an hour only, I intend to deal with the 
subject very briefly^ , < * 

Now, Sir, we cannot deny that oil occasion famine may be serious 
^nd widespreado But, more generally, famine 'will occur in limited 
ureas. Further, Sir, local scarcity can be experienced but with less 
•severity. The House, I am sure, has every sympathy with those in the 
districts who unfortunately have to suffer hardship and misery in conse- 
quence, and has every desire that the lot of those ^unfortunates should 
be alleviated. In this province, as in some other parts of India, famine 
and scarcity arise owing to the failure of^the monsoon. Also, and I 
have in mind Eastern Bengal, floods are a cause of distress. 

Nowadays, Sir, we can hope that .with easier communications the 
immediate result of famine when it, arises in ^ome districts, is perhaps 
not so acvntely felt As in the past. Foodstuffs can generally be quickly 
transjJortcd to those areas suffering from acute shortage*. Also the 
labouring population/ u ith opportunities to emigrate from one district 
to the • other, may be f enabled, we trust, to fee] the situation less 
seriously. , * c 

n i. « * 

Turning, Sir, to thq figures «£the last few years I find that only in 
■one of the years, that is in regard uTThe 1936 famine, was Government 
•called upon fo meet very heavy expenditure and that was to the extent 
of about Rs. 10, 00, (HR In the other years the actual expenditure was 
not unduly heavy; in the year 1932-33 the sum spent was Rs. 48,000 
while in 1933-34 the amount wa<s about Rs. 10,000 only. 

Also I Understand, Sir, along with this expenditure, agrieultural 
.and land improvement loans were granted to alleviate distress. 

Now, Sir/jvhere local scarcity arises, I undertsand that the District 
Board assists by opening test work, that is, employment such as road 
xndking, etc., is made aVailable in order to test whether there is real 
scarcity of not. If I *may be permitted* to put forward a suggestion, 
Sir, 1 would like to see District Boards create "‘local scarcity” reserve 
kinds of their own qr, in other words form an insurance fund such as 
Government calls its own relief fund. Th# object I have in mind is to 
^enable District Boards when they are called upon to meet expenditure 
arising Jirom assistance in times of local scarcity, to meet such expendi- 
ture from* this fund* without having to dislocate their normal financial 
arrangements. To illustrate this, Sir*, I suggest that a District Boqrd 
with an income annually of, say, Rs. 2,00,000 should lay aside a sum of, 
say, Rs. 4,000 or Rs. 5,000 each year, so that ultimately a reserve fund 
of, say, Rs. £>0,000 or more could be built up to meet expenditure in 
assistance in times of local scarcity. As a business proposition, Sic, I 
think the suggestion is worthy of serious consideration . t 
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I do not propose to prolong my remarks other than to say that a state • 
of famine is declared by Government according to the ld?al situation and 
on the advice of the Vocal offioers. In jny opinion# Government should 
continue to depend on the advicetof these officers. 9 The Government in 
Bengal was able successfully to manage the situation created by the 
famine of 1936 and this clearly proves, Sir, that tlfere way nothing 
wrong with its famine policy. 

• 

One more point, Sir, befcwe I conclude. I understand that Mr. Atul 
Chandra Kumar suggested the prohibition of export of rice. If \ may, 

I would like to paint out that if this is done it would ha\e the result of 
discouraging production otjnny surplus rice. A surplus for* purposes of 
export provided it can *be produced, would he a # safeguard, and could 
be made available for the benefit j)f the province in times of famine.* 
Therefore, Sir, in conclusion, f beg on behalf oj^.the European group 
to opnose the motion now before file House. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mr. Sjwifk?r, Sir, in supporting 
my esteemed friend* Mr. Atul Chandra Kuiyar, J beg to draw the atten- 
tion of the Hoifte to the few points which are vitally connected *vitb the 
famine relief poilcy as jmrsued by t*he GovermSent for a long period 
of time. My object in snpflor^ frfl ^frVvut irtotion is to asseit that 
famine relief should be declared as a simple right of citizenship and not 
as a charity as has hitherto been jmrsued. Only the other day the 
Famine Insurance Bill has been passed by this Ilfluse, though of course 
it was opposed by some but still when it has already been passed by the 

-House we_b;ixe_ mn_u'.n:li l_j o discuss il afiy further, but we* can point out 

the principle and policy which are being jmrsued fftr a long time. The 
jirmcijde and jtolicv of the Government lwive always been in the wrong 
line. Since the days of Sir John Straehey famine relief Jjpnd has been 
handled and misused in so many ways that one maturely thinks or 
rather shudders to think of taking stejis beforehand. 

My friend M^. Atul Chan<Va Kumar has already mentioiyjd ie ard- 
mg the definition of famine. I think there is sonle definition, but 
what is that definition and what if* Aie application of that definitio n i j 
a(*tual state of affa i rs ? WiU the HoiCble Minfster in charge give an 
explanation * of that definit ion? Sir, when we have to face 
realities in our constituency we cannot be guided \v the definition that* 
the Government will give, but we must seek what* application *t>f that 
definition is generally pursued b^ the Government. * 

Sir, to-day during ^the question time I raised one question regarding 
test work. Whatever the decision of that question might have been 1 
might draw the attention of this House to the humiliating work which 
is being passed as test* relief work. Could you, Sir, imagine that our 
Mothers and sisters simply because of some unforeseen calamity will 



972 


DEMAND FOB GRANT . 


[3rd Sept ., 


flock round the famine relief ce/itre with folded hands for a few hand- 
fuls of rice thrff will he given by Circle Officers or by some Honorary 
Magistrates? Sir, the foreigners, however ftympathhtic they might have 
been in the* past, have not learnt tp resjfert Indian feelings, Indian 
sentiments and Indian sense of self-respect. I /lo not condemn them, 
but is there any # singie gentleman here, Mr. Speaker, who would like the 
idea that our mothers and sisters will go to that relief centre with folded 
hands for the sake of handfuls of Vice? Is not that humiliating? Is 
this the definition of test work? • 

Famine, as you know, Sir, is an accident and* people insure them 
against it by giving premiums in the shape of taxes*. Is it just and 
fair for the (xovernnfent to takq, advantage* of fhfc helpless situation of 
the people and force them to humiliating work to test whether they are 
really famine-stricken or not?" The peasants, and labourers are asked 
like beggars to go to the District Beard centres and Make up some work 
for which they are traditionally unfit. May I ask, Sir, how many 
Bengali peasants, How many labourers have been aeeuMdmed to the 
construction of District Board roads? I know, Sir, during the last 
famine in Jessore, the District Board authorities gave a chan e for some 
test relief works. But I ask. Sir, is it possible for gentlefcien, is it 
possible ft»r ladies to g*o to that distant corners of the district and engage 
themselves in the construction <fadii4j£rict Board roads? So the defini- 
tion and method of test works* should be changed and changed without 
any more delay. t 

Then, Air, if we take the statistics of the past we will see that from 
the days of Sir John ^Straohey so many imidenfs have happened, so 
many misuse of funds pud accounts have happened that one should be 
very eautiotis and very clever to put forward a new scheme, even after 
the inauguration of 'provincial autonomy. 

I admire *i|pd sincerely admire the spirit of the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge to introduce a Bill whereby the distress of the people may 1 e 
relieved. * 

(The i/ieniber, f having reached his timfe-limit, resumed his seat.) 

i * Mr. 8YED JAL^LUDDIN HASHEMY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, while 
speaking «on the insufficiency of grant und^r the head “Famine Relief”, 

[ speak from my personal experience and it is for the Hon’ble Minister 
bo accept my statement or refuse to accept it. My district, the district 
of Khulnli, is a peimanent abode of famine. Sir, I do not care what 
interpretation of famine is given by< Government — whether acute dis- 
tress or distress, whether it is scarcity of food or acute scarcity of food, 
but there was a regular famine last in my constituency, the Satkhira 
subdivision. 'The Hon’ble Mr. M. B. Mullick will perhaps hear me 
out as he has probably some personal experience. Dr. Sanyal is v not 
here and he might have borne me out in the matter, as he very kindly^ 
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contributed a certain amount of money. towards the •relief of famine. > 
Only to-day on the floor of the House I mentioned the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge !i^out a ’certain grant for famiye relief in my dis- 
trict. Sir, it is really surjfHsin^ that # any bivili.4d Government can 
allow the people to die for want of food. In my district, I t can say 
from mv personal experience that last ygar severalfyeojde died for wan! 
of food. It is the unkindest cut of all that all the officers, particularly 
the police officers are not allowed to* mention in their report that people 
had died for wry it. of food. * It is most distressing that although under 
this head of famine Jhe District Officers in consultation with the district 
hoard got the sum of Its. 40,01)0 from the funds of the hoard — the 
Hon’ble Mr. M. B. 3^ullick t who was a member ot^ that hoard then will 
perhaps hear me out — on the clear understanding that a certain per- # 
centage — say 50 per cent. — wouhhbe .given by Government. Now, 
Sir, only to-day I have' learnt* from a reply gj,v*en by the llon’hle 
Minister in charge that tlfe matter is still under consjde^ition. Perhaps, 
the decision will he arrived at when we shall have^our roads arn^ tube- 
wells and other things of the local ltnml. I slibqjit that it the Hon’lde 
Minister has tin^ at his disposal he might pay a visit to the southern 
part of my subdivision and a piyt cl the* tuiiftlerbans ; he will then 
realise wfiat hiftdships people in .those parts nre^ undergoing living to 
the failure of crops. Almost every year we come across flits terrible 
calamity and it is up to the (lovpra.w^t 11) st ojf this famine. It is not 
possible for the district board to spend* a large amount ^>f money on 
relief work. My friend, lhti llarendra Nath* Chaudhuri, is a big 
zamiudar and has possibly some zamindari in tfte district *ot Khulna 
and he will perhaps hear me out that the people are undergoing untold 
sufferings for want of food. It was* not only last year that people 
•died owing to starvation, hut I can say on very •good authority that 
every year people die for want o£ food. .Now, we.can expect and very 
reasonably expect that our popular Government • and # our jxjpular 
Minister will kindly see that our people — the poor agriculturists do not 
die like cats and dogs for want of food. With these observations I beg 
to support the cut motion moved bv Mr. AtuI Chandra Kumar. 

• * • • • 

— • 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRA8APD 8DPCH ROY: Sir, it was o*iee 

said by a great Indian Viceroy that the whole* Indian budget is h 
gamble ui rains, and I think that can be safely applied to the provi- 
sion for famine relief in Bengal. It is extremely difficult t<^ foresee# 
whether there is going to he famine or scarcity in any particulai#area of 
this Province or not, and Government only Jias to provide # funds on the 
basis of the past years’ expenditure. Sir, whenever there is an out- 
break of famine cy scarcity in any particular*area and if the mon^y 
provided for does not give adequate relief, Government (Jo not hesitate 
to spend ffiore money. out of their general resources. Sir, following 
^thi* system in the ciyrent year we have made a demand of Rs. 2 lakhs 
for provision j*i the budget. I may point out thaHn the year 1932-33 
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« the budget provision was a lakh f and thirty thousand of rupees, where- 
as the amount aKualfy spent was only Rs. 48,000, because there was no 
scarcity in Bengal that year fortunately. f In 1933/34 the budget provi- 
sion was Rs, 50,000 '•but tfoe amount ftpent c was Rs. 9,7G1; in the year 
1934-35 $gain there was a provision for Rs. 50,0,00, but unfortunately 
that year this cbuld *not cover «our total expenditure and the amount 
spent was Rs. 1,70,000. Similarly, in 1935-30 there was a provision 
for a lakh of rupees, but the amount 'actually necessary was Rs. 2,33,000. 
So in ,1930-37 — this year was the worst year of famine /luring the last 
half a century — the provision was Rs. 2 lakhs, but the amount spent by 
Government, was over Rs. 10,33,000. This year we hav? asked for Rs. 2 
lakhs and at the outset may explain to the bon ’ble t members that this is 
tonly a provision on the f basis of past year’s expenditure, and this does 
not mean that the expenditure is gcJing to be limited to that amount. 
If necessary, Government, will have to spend a muph larger amount. 
So far a.%. tlie crop 'condition this year is known to Government, 
fortunately there is mot ipuch apprehension of famine in any part of 
the Province up till ‘n«w. But the* failure of October rains is the 
f worst calamity that may tyefall to the crops in Beng&l. There is, of 
course, gome amount of scarcity in ‘certain parts of c the IJakarganj 
district. ,The District? Magistrate' crfme to see me yesterday. We 
have already given a gr&c u 1 1 u r a 1 < Io an to the extent of Rs. 70,000 and 
are going to place at his disposal an adequate amount for giving 
gratuitous relief and I. assured him that there would be no want ot 
funds, and? if need he, Government wouid he prepared to place a 
larger amount at his disposal. (A voice: What is the amount for 
gratuitous relief?) Sir? I do pot exactly remember but quite a 
sufficient amount ban been paid, and I may* assure my friend that. 
Government are determined not to allow people to die or suffer because 
of want of funds* (Siijut ‘ M \xixmtA Biiisan Kinjia : They are 
suffering already.) 

Sir, I expected a more detailed criticism of the famine policy of 
Government from the mover of this motion. But unfortunately he 
confined his remarks tt> one point, namely, that these "should be no 
appointment of Additional 'Commissioner for famine relief and the 
\fork should be carried pn with the help of non-officials. Sir, it is not 
the usual •practice of Government to appoint special officers to conduct 
«the "famine operation!*. In the year 1935-30, Bengal was threatened 
with aq*unusual situation and Government considered that it would be 
difficult fSr the Joctfl officers to cope with it, and it was on these con- 
siderations that a special officer was appointed as an Additional Com- 
missioner in charge of* famine relief for Western Bengal. I am glad 
to say that Government was perfectly justified in their action. This 
officer could bring about co-ordination of activities in th^ different 
districts; he could control famine operations in the different areas, find 
he could lay down a common standard for the guidance of officers and* 
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of non-officials who were in charge of fatnine relief worfc in the different 
centres. Sir, Government have got to d£al with pxIbliMmoney. They 
are responsible to tM* House and to the public outside for every pice- 
they spend. So, it is nicumbeiif oij them* to See that/no money is wasted 
and that they receive the full value of every rupee that is spent. Sir, 

I am also glad to admit that Government received! full»co-oper[it ion of 
the non-official public men. But for their help pud co-operation 
in the different districts it would h®ve # been difficult, or I would say 
impossible, for Government ffi cope with the serious situation of 1935-36 
and Government did. rely very largely upon the non-official help which 
they received in ^abundance. Whenever there was a serious situation 
Government never hesitated jo spend money; and for the information of 
the House I may mention the amount bf agricultural loans that were 
advanced in the different districts •• in .193(1: Burdwan Rs. (i, 84, 000, 
Birbhum Rs. 5 laths, "Bknkura *Rs. 4,90,000, Muhiupore Rs. 83,000 r 
Hooghly Rs. 83,000, 24*-Parganas* Rs. 7,34,000, and Murshidabad 
Rs. 2,74,000 # ; the total amount comes to over Rs. ^7 lakhs. r Jhi$ “was 
agricultural loan. Sir, besides this # there was gaatuitous relief. The 
number of units actually relieved was in Hank ura in January 10,000, 
February 12,00(h March 11,000, Af>ril 39,00(T, 3tay 1,18,000 and June 
1,05,000; fn Birbhum in March 00^00(1 and in Ju%e 4,23,000; tile other 
figures during the intervening months^ need iyd read out. Sir, in 
Burdwan the famine operations began^from Ma\ ; the units that received 
relief in May was 1,00,000, June 1,22,000, July 2,53,t)00, August 
2,53,000 and in September 2, -ft ,000. So, Sir. in ejery district of West 
Bengal a very large number of people received relief either from the 
funds supplied by Government or from tjie funds^daced aHheir disposal 
yeiy kindly by the generously disposed persons of tli^s Province. 

Sir, as regards the remarks of, Mr. Atpl Krishna Ghose, about the 
mismanagement of the famine fund from the time of Sir Jojin Strachey, 
I may tell him in reply that this Government have got Nothing to do 
with the management of the Central Famine Fund. 

That fund wa^, and I Believe still is, entirely under the control of 
the Central Government: The other day .the House* was pleased to 
pass the Famine Insurance Bill, »ncl we have started our fund willj. 
5 lakhs and we have decided to contribute annffafly 2 lakhs. to Ibuild 
it up to the Kmit of 12 lakhs, so, according to past experience that will 
give us sufficient funds to fall back upon in times *of difficulty and 
necessity. Sir, I am grateful to my friend Mr. Runnenyai* f&r the 
very valuable suggestion he has npple about the starting of local famine 
reserve funds by the district boards. In fact, thjs was one of the pro- 
posals that was under* the consideration of Government immediately 
before the present session of the legislature, and I hope to call a con- 
ference of representatives of district boards to discuss this question. 
ifr.^Atul Krishna Gh®sh has said that test works are humiliating and 
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that our mothers and sisters are not expected to join' test 0 Works lor a 
handful of rice?' Sir, nobody, is. more anxious to avoid that humiliation 
than myself, and It yield to nonefin my.ankiety tb maintain the honour 
and.respect the sentiments of our mr there* and sisters. Sir, test works 
-are generally started just to find out whether there is real scarcity or 
not, and whether people are anxious to earn their living or not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: How long* will you take, Sir Bijoy r to finish your 
speech ? <* 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Another 5 or 6 
minutes. » i ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may point' out that you have already taken 
more than 20 minutes. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Have I? In 
»‘lt;hat case I shall bring niy speech immediately to a close. 

I may conclude, Syr, that I do realize that syfnpathy should be 
the watchword of this department. (Ironical cheers from ths Congress 
Benches.) Alleviation of human suffering is the duty of Famine 
Relief and of the officers entrffM^d with this sacred work. Govern- 
ment can assure the honourable members of this House that sympathy 
will be the watchword of this department and that will be the motto of 
the officers who will be engaged in the work of famine relief. (A 
von.*; : From now?) 

With these few words, Sir, 1 would oppose the cut motion, but in 
view of what I have said I hope my honourable friend will have no 
objection in withdrawing his. motion 

I would just say one word in reply to the observation of 
Mr. ITashemy about the alleged deaths from starvation in the Khulna 
district. Government’s reports show that there was not a single death 
due to starvation in the district of J^huLia. But my friend, Sir, is 
always inclined 'to hyperbole, and I think we can excuse the present 

instance as an example of it. * 

0 e 

Mr. &YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: May I rise on a point of 
personal explanation, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think there is any need for any personal 
explanation. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar was put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that a sum 
• of Rs. 2,00,000 be granted for expenditure uncker the head “54 — Famine 
Relief” was put and agreed to. y 
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43 — Industries, 

The Hon’ble NaJlb Ktyvaja HAB IB ULL AH /Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, I beg to move* that a sum of Rs. 16,1 4|000 Jbe grafted for 
expenditure under the head “43 — Industries.” 

Sir, the sum of Rs. 16,14,000 d^es not really represent the Indus- 
tries grant. Out of this sum Cinchona takes up Rs. 4,11,000. 

In this connection, Sir, I would like to tell the House that under 
the new Reforms* when we came into office, the departments were 
reshuffled, and t\e Cinch oi^ Department has gojie out of the Indus- 
tries Department, and it is a legacy v*d old accounting t lint this has, 
been shown in the Industries Budget. I hope in the next budget this 
sum will be taken out* • In this connection, I may say that I know 
very little about Cinchoiia ; this department has jieither anj control 
over it nor any connect IBn with it. I would request honourable 
members to turn to page 100 of the Red BookVhy h contains the itenle 
oi the demnm^ The present demand for .Industries proper is 
IN. 11,93,000. La .ft year it was* Its. 10,24, so for this year it 
represent^ an increase of Its. 1,6^,011. On pAge^lOOof the Rid Book 
details of how this increase has take^n place are given. (Ally those 
very urgent demands have bVen put in In thft year’s budget which 
were absolutely essential for the carrying out of the sijiemes under 
the head “Industries”. Yo» will see that th*e development of the 
silk-reeling industry accounts for Rs. 19,767. Sir, Bengal silk has 1 
been losing its markets on account of the defective reeling system 
prevalent here. Therefore, this sum Whs been provided To provide for 
!i model plant on the model of Japan to improve^the reeling system, 
so that there may be an in creased.d email <1, for the Bengal silk industry. 
Secondly, the establishment of a conditioning hwise jjor raw silk 
accounts for Rs. 14,235. Bengal silk, Sir, has a lot of tnoisture, and 
people do not buy it because it loses w r eight. Therefore we have pro- 
vided for a conditioning house which will turn out silk absolutely dry. 
Then, we have pnvided a sumt)f Rs. 2,172 for lift establishment of two 
demonstration parties for improved methods of silk reeling. Next jye 
come to the sum under the handloom and sericidtufal industries, which 
amounts to Rs 43,000. This«is to supplement the grant that is already 
being given. On page 311 of the Brown Book you will find the figure # 
of Rs. 4,67,200 provided for industrial development, of which $t least 
half is for the development of the handloom industry. Agdin, turn- 
ing to page 100 of the Red Book we find an item, viz., grant to the 
Industrial Credit Syndicate, for Rs. 20,000. Members of this Housg 
are aware that this* is for the purpose of meeting the working expenses 
of the Industrial Syndicate. Government have also gived a guarantee 
tha^ it would provide dp to Rs. 5 lakhs for any loss, the capital of the 
Syndicate being Rs. 10 iakfcs. This is for the purpose of giving help 
43 1 
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to those who wUnt to start ^mall industries to provide them with 
capital. I trull that in this connection they will get the support of 
the public in the s^iape of subscription# tbward^this enterprise. 

I shall dow come to the restoration of retrenchment cuts in grants- 
in-aid t6 industrial qnd technical schools, which "amount to Rs. 19,000. 
On account of the economic depression in this country there were cuts 
made on grants-in-aid to industrial and technical schools, but the 
conditions being now better wd have restored the grant* to the former 
figure. There is, Sir, a new item of expenditure, to r w T hich I should 
now dike to refer. We have provided this year' Rs. 9,700 for the 
development of fisheries, and next year we hope to provide a sum of 
Rs. 19,400. The House is aw^,re that when the first Retrenchment 
Committee sat, there was economic depression, and the Fisheries 
Department was abolished as a measure of retrenchment-. When I 
took over charge, I 7ound that Fisheries was^ neither a department nor 
had.anybody to look to it, 1 Lough it was included in my portfolio. As 
we all ] vnow, Sir, fish ‘is the only principal diet of us, the Bengalis, 
and the fish industry*, 4 am sure, has got a great future before it, and 
it is expected to bring, additional wealth and prosgerby to the country 
if a proper survey is made by Government. Therefore, I ^propose to 
have a thorough surway made ob-thef whole sea-fishing trade, estuarine 
fishing, and inland fishing. t Members pf this House are aware that 
estuarine fishing is done in a part of the Sunderbans where there is 
no water, no fishing villages, no proper facilities either for transport 
or for cold storage. , So, this survey has to be very comprehensive. If 
we are to start a proper fishing industry, it is necessary that we should 
go into all tljese questions. n 

Then, Sir, in regard to inland fishing, members are aware that the 
fish which is sold i» Calcutta is sold, at a very high rate. Also, fish is 
caught at gll times of the year. It does not give the small fries a 
chance to grow up. It may be necessary after the survey report is 
received to legislate, as well as to try and reduce the size of the holes 
of the nets. 

4 ^ , 

Then comes *the installation of laboratory equipments in the Gov- 
ernment Weaving Institute at SpYampore, which will cost Rs. 23,781. 
The present machinery is not up to date, and we propose to instal new 
machinery which would give better reshits. I quite realize that the 
Industries demand ks hopelessly inadequate. Before I proceed to 
inform the House regarding the policy of Government, I wish to say 
one or two things. The .first is as we all are aware that Bengal is a 
happy hunting ground of everyone but Bengalis. Every trade and 
commerce has been 'taken up by people coming from outside. The 
reason is that we Bengalis with the hereditary tradition behind us think 
of investing our money either in land or money-lending ^business. I 
would appeaj , through you and this House to those monied gentlemen 
to oome forward and help us in starting new industries and tlnfe 
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solving the problem of unemployment. • In formi\fat?^g the policy of 
Government I had # io consider two broad questions. The House is 
aware that the questlpn of Unemployment is veTyjseriows and in for- 
mulating my scheme I had to take into consideration that factor. 
Secondly, as every one knows, the cultivators sow at $ certain period 
of the year and after they have sown anti reaped the harvest tliey have 
nothing to do, and spend their time idly. I have provided in my scheme 
some industries to occupy tfyem and tbits earn further income. I have, 
as I declared s#me time ago, formulated a five-year plan and m the 
Speaker has warned* me that the time is very short and he would like 
other members to take part in the debate, I cannot speak in detail. 
With your permission Sir, *1 would like to give 4he broad outlines of 
the policy in regard to the*five-year plan which I have already sub- * 
mitted and* which *1 propose to pursue.* 

(1) Improvement of ^nethods 4or the collection and dissemina- 
tion of industrial intelligence, including principally information 

relating to Internal trade and local industries.* * # • 

• • 

(2) Creation* of better facilities for efficient production and 

marketing of industrial products atid the fifiancfng of industries. 

• • • 

(3) Systematic conduct of research and experiment, establishment 
of a Research Board, establishment qf draining institutes. 

(4) Establishment of new industries* having good peospeets hnd 
tor which the necessary meif and materials arc readily available by 
providing training facilities. 

(o) Development of existing small nyd cottage industries. 

Improvement of technical and industrial eduction. * 

So \ou can see that l have already mlfde a begriming and I trust 
that this will be an era of industrial regeneration of tl^s Province. 

I do not say that the scheme which I have formulated *is absolutely 
sound or absolutely right.. But 1 am prepared*, when if has received 
the approval of>l^* Finance'Mipister and the sanction of my colleagues, 
to put it before the industrial and commercial experts and to those 
who are interested in this and in consultation with them to see if wo* 
can improve it for the better. # 

In regard to big industries, Government awe also thinking # of • 
them ; but I would like to say that at the beginning Governm<£jt can 
do *Very little. They can only co-operate or .give irtforjmitfbn* but the 
wooing capital should come frotfi the public. In this connection I 
hope to be able to perstzade the public to come forward and co-operate* 
with us in creating new industries. It may be possible^ for Govern- 
ment to subsidise and help as far as it lies in their power. By so 
we will, I hope, to a great extent solve the unemployment 
problem. # 
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I would like Jo say one word before I conclude my speech and 
that is that the education system of this country produces mostly 
people who want tc^ enter intq services* The hereditary tradition of 
bur Bengali nation is that their children should be educated in 
colleges* for a qertaip purpose* that is for entering into services. 
The House is aware, Sir, that 'services are very limited and they can- 
not meet the d'eiriands of our youths. I would therefore through you 
and through this House earnestly request f the parents and guardians 
of alb the boys to see as far as possible that their boys take up indus- 
trial education, veterinary education, and other ‘spientific education 
so that they may be able to help the future progress of this country 
on those subjects. 1 f * . * 

Sir, it has been said that the J&inistdrs have done nothing. But 
from what I have already told the Hbuse it uray b£ seen that I have 
tried to make an attempt to solve 'the problem. It may be, Sir, that 
I have not been able to achieve success t6*the extent to which it is 
desirable that we slibqld. But there is the big Question of 
finding money as it will cost a great deal of money. But I am sure 
that my honourable c*d league, the t Finance Minister, who has every 
sympathy with the development of industries, will give nA* as much 
money its is possible and my* other colleagues who are as much 
desirous of developing the Industries arid improving the condition of 
this country, will, I am sure,* give their whole-hearted support to this 
scheme. With these few words I commend my motion to the 
acceptance* of the House. 

* iJ r 

Mr. DEBI PRA$AD KHAITAN : I beg «to move that the demand 
of Es. l(i, 14, 000 for expenditure uiuVer the head “43 — Industries” be 
reduced by Es. l t 00 with a view to 'draw the attention of the Govern- 
ment for taring steps for the development of cottage and small 
industries. * 

Sir, I may say at once that it is my desire only to draw the atten- 
tion of the Gov^rnmfnt to this matter* and I have cnot the slightest 
intention of carrying this, motion to a vote. I have listened very 
‘attentively to the ^ibje speech delivered by the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Industries. But what I do want to 
impress not only upon the Hon’ble Minister but upon all members of 
the IJJnuse is that it is essentially necessary that something practical 
should be Monq tb improve the economic condition of the masses. 
Unless something practical is done* without any further delay, I ^fear 
.that the doctrine of ’bolshevism will go on spreading in the province 
till it becomes too late to end it whether people like it or not. The 
condition is such that something must be done without delay to 
improve the, economic condition of the masses and it is my*. jinn 
belief, Sir, that the only possible way and tke primary method Uy 
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which it can be done is by spreading 'cottage and smpll industries. It * 
is my firm convictkm again that unless industries* develop within 
the province it wilfVot. be possible either to improve agriculture or to 
spread education or to carty qu^ any 4 other beneficent ^activities in 
this province; for, ^whatever we .may lay our hands upoij it will 
require money and the money can only be obtained if the purchasing 
power of the people is increased through the method of industries. 
And, Sir, it is the cottage and sftialj industries through which the 
largest amount* of benefit can be conferred upon the masses. # lt is 
quite true that large industries can do and are doing a great deal, 
but in large industries a small number of people can produce a large 
quantity of goods aiyl the#ineome goes to a sm^ll number of people; 
so the masses do not benefit under a scheme of large scale industries# 
as they wpuld u^der a scheme of' cottage and small industries. In 
cottage industries # although the individual income may not lw‘ large 
and although an individual cannot benefit so much as lie wogld under 
a system cd large scale industry, the fact rtunains that in eotta^o 
industries a much larger number of people coufcl be employed than 
otherwise. Tinier the prevailing circumstances it is very necessary # 
that som^thin^ should be done* to give * employment to the large 
number of artisans in Bengal who know their •vocation bi^t who for 
one or other circumstances ijre nimbi* to use Jheir skill and carry it 
into practice. If there be the slightest doubt about the success of a 
scheme of this character in ameliorating the condition flf the masses 
of the country, let me refer the moderate section of this Ionise to the 
opinion expressed by no less a person than IT i s Excellency Lord 
Linlithgow, the present Viceroy, amj* my friends of the Nationalist 
.group would lefer to the opinion expressed by np less a ^person than 
Mahatma Gandhi. Lord Linlithgow and Mahatma Gandhi are both 
agreed in thinking that it is through a # . system of # eottage industries 
that you could ameliorate the condition of the massc% # and through 
no other means whatsoever. 0 

Sir, as regards the principle of the tiling there will not he Jfny 
controversy. *B\fct the difficulties arise as soon# as w^e try *to convert 
that principle into actual practice. % I hav^ heard from the Hon^ble 
Minister that in fiis five-year plan'he has got. schemes of demonstrating 
parties, laboratories and various other things. • 

1 have not the slightest doubt that these schemes are good so # far # 
as they go; but is it not a fact, that there are in Bengal a larje num- 
ber of artisans already existing who know' their tirt # hut cftnnot put 
thpir art into practice for want af other facilities that they need i Is 
it not the duty of the Government to devise maans for the purpose <jf 
enabling them to put their art into practice? Is it not the duty of 
every member of this House to help the Government £o enable the 
ajt^sans to put their art into practice? I have not the slightest doubt 
about the answer I would get. Everybody would agree in thinking 
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• that every meana should be adopted for the purpose of doing it. Has 
the slightest eldeaVour been made to study the ^condition in Japan 
where a large number of cottage industries y‘!* successful. Nearer 
home, has t<he slightest attempt beeij. madb to study the conditions in 
Ludhiana in the Punjab where a large number, of cottage industries 
is being, successfully* run ? Is <it not a fact that the weaving of hand- 
loom cloth has increased from 1,000 million yards to 1,800 million 
yards in India? Can it be sai<2 that Bengal handloom cloth has in- 
creased in the same proportion ? I doubt not that while other 
provinces have gone a step forward, our Province, «it is quite possible, 
has gone $ step backward. Sir, I am not blaming the present 
Ministry for they we ) re not in charge but curely.the previous Govern- 
♦ ments who were in charge are guilty of paving neglected this most 
important branch of the development Qf our provincial resources. 

r • 

r C 

Ml*. SPEAKER! I t am sorry to interrupt you, Mr. Khaitan. 
The House will now' adjourn for prayer and you can continue after 
adjournment. #) < 

t 

The House was tli^n adjourned for 15 minutes. 


After adjournment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: * I might just take this opportunity, before we 
proceed, to enquire if with a view to make up the time, the House 
will agree to meet at 1@ o’clock do-morrow instead of 10-30. 

(Cries of “Too early, Sir.’’) 

As I find, however, that this suggestion of mine does not meet 
with general* Approval of the House, the House will meet at 10-30 
to-morrow. 1 


r * ' * 

f Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAIT Afl: Sir, before the adjournment I 
was trying to impress upon this HoUse the necessity* of taking practi- 
cal steps, for the purpose of developing pottage industries. I would 
illustrate my meaning by giving the example of the handloom weaving 
industry. At the present moment, Sir, we have got in Bengal a 
large nurtib«<r of persons wdio already know that art in a very good 
manner and I would suggest to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Pepartment of Industries that every possible step should be taken for 
the purpose of inducing those artisans to produce cloth on the hand- 
looms — whether they be of cotton or silk or any other fibre. It is 
because they do not get their raw material cheap and are not able to 
sell their finished products in an easy and profitable manner that man^ 
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of them have gone out of employment* % Sufficient stops have not been 
taken for the purpose of providing those lacunae* wliitli exist in our 
social system. I wcfldd suggest, Sir, that merchants should be induced 
to put their hand into the bhsine.^s. Tfiey know \#hat kinjl of designs 
of the finished cloth i^ needed in the market; they would know from 
what raw material those goods can be *properlv iAade*aud if they can 
be induced to give the raw material to the artisans and take back the 
finished products from tliem and piA them wages on piece-work basis, 
there is no rea^ui whatsoever why the handloom industry should not 
improve in this Province. Sir, some examples of the handloom 
industry prospering in this province in that manner 9 re already 
existing within the province itself and I do not* see any reason why 
that system should not bc^ developed* 1 do pot exclude, Sir, the* 
importance of tl^e co-operative, ‘nfovement in this connection. Co- 
operative societies, if properly established and run? for the purpose of 
supplying raw material tq # tho artisans and taking back finished pro- 
ducts would bo of great help fo them, though, Sir, in the beginning 
1 am doubtful on account of fhe ignoianCe the people who are 
placed in charge of the co-operative societies as to whether they 
would b(^ able # t o give proper guidance to the artisans. As^ regards 
tlie designs, etc., and as regards? tl*o supply of raw material at a 
proper rate, I doubt of the success of tdie co-opqptive movement in the 
beginning, but if they carry on their work along parallel lines with 
the merchants who know their business, thejre is evcTy reason to 
believe that the co-operative movement would succeed and, ultimately 
take the place of the merchants themselves. Sir, this kind of work 
is not new. It is going on in Japai^and it ds called, the out-work 
•s\ stem in England itself. It is going on thor#, ifc goes on in France, 
it goes on in several countries. It is quite true Hint those advanced 
countries are able to supply electrical current at a yen cheap rate to 
the aitisans whereby they are enabled to produce the# goods at a 
much cheaper rate and as a result of the quantity of production is 
much larger than otherwise. I think, Sir, that our Government foo 
should take sttep^ to see t*hat« electric current k* supplied at a cheap 
rate to cottage workers, but even l^efore that is done, as it may take 
time to do it, it *s necessary that* impetus in this direction should b© 
given in otlir- ways. For example, Sir, I do not see why this House 
itself should not establish a convention that every mouther of 4his 
House should be clothed in handloom cloth hand-woven in •Bengal 
(Hear, hear). I may say, Sir, without being guilty of* inambdesty, 
nobody has ever seen me in this «House except in cloth hand-woven in 
Bengal and if anyone says that handloom cloth is not available in 
good qualities, I can assert that he is absolutely mistaken. Especially, 
if' mill yarn is used on the handloom, it is possible to # produee any 
kmjl of cloth of any design and of every variety for the purpose o£ 
faceting all tastes. * 
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* Further, Sir 1 , I would say that lawyers should be not only 
entitled but th£y should be asked by order of Co^lrt or by legislation 
that whenever they appear in £oUrt they should /Appear in cloth hand- 
woven in Bengal. Uniforms that are prepared by the Government 
for their officer^ should all be out of cloth hand-woven in Bengal. 
If these* steps be taken, a fashion will be set, and I think a great 
impetus may be given to that movement. As my friend, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Sarker, Finance Minister, 'has always expressed the same views 
as I am expressing now, I hope the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur will have 
no difficulty in finding the necessary finance to translate this sort of 
activity into action. I have mentioned the handloom ‘industry by way 
of example. « ( *' . « 

Another industry, Sir, which has promise of very good effect in 
this Province is fishery. It has been mentioned' by the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge; hut I must confess to accuse' of disappointment 
when he said that he wants to carry on a 'survey of fisheries in the 
IVovince. Everybody kbows that 4 fir.h is available in abundance in 
every nook and corner of this Province. What i$ needed is that 
' practical steps should r, at ‘ociee be taken for tin* purpose of bringing 
tlie industry into great prominence, ( so that the people may 4 get more 
fish to eat. Survey is good for further development but we should 
not wait for a number of yeaVs which a survey of the nature may take 
amb file money that can be made available should be utilised in practi- 
cal operations and not simply in carrying out survey and similar 
things. 

Then, Sir, t sericulture and .^ilk weaving are very relevant indus- 
tries in this respect* Formerly, as is well known, Bengal used to be, 
not only prominent but probably the most advanced Province in India 
for t he purpose of supplying silk not only to this country, but to 
countries abVgad. Sericulture which made Indian silk so prominent 
Las now dwindled into insignificance. Every step should be taken to 
renovate that industry which is not only needed by the agriculturists 
as on occupation, but* could be utilised, by ‘the hamtyoom artizans for 
the purpose of weaving tjie sills: into cloth. At Yislinupur near 
JBankura silk cloth is woven of very good quality by the handloom 
weavers.., ! # 

€ "(At this stage thp member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seatj ) 

» * 

t « 

Mrs. ELLEN WE8T! Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to say a few 
words on this demand regarding industries as. a means of relieving 
unemployment. I am encouraged to refer to this matter in view of 
the very desirable provision made in the budget for the Supervision 
and marketing, staff in connection with the scheme recently started^jr 
trained detenus. I have no doubt that this question of # unemployment 
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is receiving the earnest attention of the*Qabinet as a whole. If I refer 
to it under this hea A it is merely because I desir $ to ‘ilnpress on the 
Government the urgJ&cy of *the k problem. * 

y • * 4 

TTnlike other countries in the whrld, we have no statistics to gunge 
the extent of this scourge. But few will deny thjit tl^ere is a larger; 
proportion of unemployed men and wom^n in this country tiltin' in any 
other part of the world. The severity of this evil is 'not only felt by 
the masses of the population in the villages and rural areas, but its 
acuity is increasingly in evidence among the middle class educated 
youth of all Indian communities. Considering the extent of the 
problem, it is sifrprisingly strange that public opinion in Bengal has 
not expressed itself more strongly on t # his matter* than it. has done in 
the past. * 

* / 

As far as the Anglo-Indian community is concerned, there was a 
time — not long ago — when unemployment among the Anglo-Indian 
community was practically «tfon-eyxi stent. .But cpndifions have changed. 
The opportunities of State employ ,me»it hitherU open to the coiniitunity 
have become restricted owing to competition fvfnn other communities. 
In tills connection, I* would also like to expr^s* tV hope that the claims 
of the An§lo-Indian community for increased and adequate representa- 
tion in the Provincial, Civil and Judicial and Subordinate Services will 
receive the sympathetic coifsideratiort «f tin* Government. These 
opportunities, however, cannot absorb the daily growing numbei; of 
the youth of the community. t It is on their behalf that I speak on this 
demand. It is estimated that 20 per cent, of t ht* adult population of 
the Anglo-Indian community is to-day without employment. In 
Bengal, the proportion must neressirikv he higher than* in any other 
part of India, Calcutta fleing the terminus and hand quarters of three 
Class I Railways all of which run through the entjre Province. It is 
not my intention to suggest that the Anglo-Indian community is the 
only community which is suffering from the effects of unemployment. 
Perhaps the percentage of unemployment is greater iif other com- 
munities, but, I can say this without tear of front radiotion. WbereSis 
the unemployed #f the other* Indian communities have the infinite 
advantages of a joint family system, the Anglo-Indian community is 
not blessed with tnis beneficent system. * The Anglo-Indian unemployed 
has perforce to face penury and starvation. His difticylties are 
aggravated by his comparative higher cost of living. * • 

It is said that the best wav*to appeal to a man’s heart is {Ijrough 
his stomach. A Government which devotes # due atfen^on do dhe relief 
of -unemployment and seeks to jtrovide a means of livelihood to the 
masses cannot fail # to .win the heart of the governed. All other ide<^ 
reforms, I submit, pales into insignificance before this all important 
need. If I* may make^a suggestion for the consideration of the Gov- 
eppnent, the proposals and recommendations of the United Provinces 
TJnempk>yment # Committee, I refer to the Sapru Committee, may form 
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a useful guide in adopting measures of relief of the kind I have in 
vie W — State aided ‘industrial enterprises. Ben gai offers greater faci- 
lities than, for instance, United "Provinces for tl p successful introduc- 
tion of maijv such enterprises' The f demand for manufactured articles 
in a Province which is so advanced as Bengal, is naturally greater 
hnd sfchejpes sifbh at I suggest will not therefore be a dead loss to the 
Government. On the other hand, they will absorb a considerable 
proportion of the classes of pflopie whose cause I advocate. If the 
Government intend to adopt the measures* of relief I Jiave briefly out- 
lined^ , 

r • 

(At thi$ stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
her seat.) 

Mr. ROGERS HAYWOOD: Mr. Speaker, I should like' to say how 
the European group appreciate the remarks which the Hon’ble Minister 
made wlMi regard fo the formation of {i finery department in Bengal. 
As I see it, at our very ♦gates there eprist vast potentialities for wealth 
through developing a treat fishing industry by commercial enterprise. 
This would employ many ^people as well as provide cfieaper nourishing 
food to# the population and in this respect I understand tha*i 75 to 80 
per cent.i of the Bengalees are Hsh-eaters. The investigations which 
have been going on frwn time fo.time during the -last fifty years leave 
littje or no doubt that the fishing grounds in the estuaries and creeks 
and coastal regions of the Sumlerbans arq, second to none in the world. 
Further, ftir, it appears to me that so far we have done little or nothing 
to develop the bounties which nature has provided us. In Bengal, we 
are still fishing in morU* or less^he same way as 300 or 500 years ago. 
Yet we liv,e in thei 2(fth Century, with all Ike advantages of steam 
petrol, crude oil, increased means of communications and great improve- 
ments in refrigeration and in cold storage arrangements. 

i 

Sir, it is fhe estuarine fisheries which I consider to be by far the 
most important! Unlike the salt water deep seat fisheries of’ the Bay 
of Bengal, fishing in tte estuaries is possible all the year round, as 
shelter ca'ii usually bfr found in the crfeeks under the lee of islands, 
evpn during the monsoon month* The chief difficulty in this area, 
from what I have beard, is the lack of the supply of fresh water for 
the fishermen. I am aware that along the routes where , the river 
steflmers ply, fishing* villages have sprung up, but many of the best 
fishing •ooints are far away from these .places, and the fishermen cannot 
venture 1V> Exploit 'them fully owing to the risks of running out of 
fresh water supplies. I tope, Sir, *that Government will endeavour 
without delay to provide the public with more information about the 
fishing grounds and the movements of fish shoafs, etc., of these areas. 
Perhaps Government may be able to send a launch or a small steamer 
to survey these wild tidal districts and especially to choose a few iqain 
points where tube-wells might be sunk to provide a^ regular fresh 
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water-supply. This question of water-supply is mo&j important and 
the main points whe^e fresh water is to 'be provided sWuld be as far 
as possible near to iTipse places which are considered to be the best* 
harbours, shelters and 1 safe Anchorages.* I hope, £ir, that with the 
further information provided by tlie Government and perhaps a few 
main vantage points as to where fresh \j'ater can be obtained >a pi tal» 
may be forthcoming to develop the great possibilities that lie in this 
area. It will be preferable if big capital can be borrowed. 

Mr. Speaker, ,*Chowringhee is 8,000 miles from the North Sea and 
vet we find, at the great Eastern Store in Chowringhee, the Halfdock 
or the Herring at prices as cheap as or even cheaper than the best 
local fish. Either the Government are apathetic in, this matter or there 
are vested interests that are, standing fn the way. 1 submit that all 
vested interests should be mercilessly swept away, because they stand 
to prevent a cheaper and better food being supplied to 51 millions of 
people most of whom are # extremelv poor. 

*• / ‘ 

Mr. SUKUMgR DUTTA: I rise to support 'the cut motion moved 
by my hon’ble frieirtl Mr. Khuitaij. I like* It) draw t lie attention 
of the Government to the inadequacy of the grant for the develop- 
ment of indigenous cottage industries, specially of handloom* industry 
in Bengal. Sir, the present Meplorabfe condition of the villages of 
Bengal is chiefly due to the gradual decay of this and qther village 
industries. At the time when, the British traders came to India, our 
country was very prosperous with flourishing industries specially, those 
of the handloom and spinning. Dacca Muslims and silks of Murshida- 
bad catered to the fastidious tastes oHf the exclusive aristocracies of 
fhe world and adorned many a renowned queen of ♦he West. But the 
British Government which often bjinst of Jlieir wonderful achievements 
ni this country managed quite effectively to destroy* these industries. 
Interests of India were sacrificed in a most unabashed manner for the 
economic interests of their own country. Every student of History 
knows how during the earlier part of the Britisfi rule in India the most 
"tematic cruel jftid brutal methods were adopted to cy’ipple And crush 
the spinning and Reaving industries *>f Bengal for the avowed purpose 
<d making her a dumping ground 'for British manufactured products.!, 
1 am surq, Sir, and the Houae will agree with me that the -situation 
has not improved very much even now. In spite # of 1 lie establishment 
<d an expensive Industries Department, in spite of all* the platitudes of 
the Ministers in charge of Industries, past and present, the condition 
ol ;hc village industries is becoming worse* year after year. If you 
£° to any village in Bengal, Sin, you would be appalled at the pitiable 
condition of a* large number of people who used to earn their living 
through thair handicrafts. In my district of Hooghlv tibout 50,000 

B le were provided with work through the handloom industry. The 
Hoorn weavers used to earn about Rs. 30 to Rs. 50 a* month only a 
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few years back. Now a large ptoportion of these people are unemployed 
and those whg* ar« fortunate enough to get some work have to be 
satisfied witlra mere pittance of Us. 8 fo Rs. AO a month. It is a 
pity that the Goveyiment maintains ah attitude of callous apathy even 
wfceu there 1 * is such a serious deterioration in a major industry of the 
‘province — an industry on which a capital of' more than a crore of 
rupees is invested and which provides for no less than 7 lakhs of 
■workers. The (Government did npt care to give effect to the sugges- 
tion put forward in a report submitted in 7918 by Mr. Hoogewarf then 
Principal of the Serampore Weaving College, Mr. Everett then Superin- 
tendent of Technical Education, and Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta. 
In the report there were many practical proposals" for putting the 
weaving industries *on a satisfactory footing! But in spite of a 
reminder by Dr. Naresh Chandra ^Sen Ghpta in his budget speech in 
.193(1 (he Department of Industries is* still sleeping 'over it! Countries 
like Japan and Russia have revolutionized their cottage industries in a 
very shftrt period 'through Government initiative while our industries 
are rapidly decaying thiough pemstfiit Government apathy. 

We naturally expected a radical change in the policy with the in- 
auguration of tiie lmftdi ‘advertised, new reforms.* We expected from 
the Finance Minister who represents the Bengal National (Chamber of 
Comhierd&, an Institution which* is a strong advocate of small indus- 
tries, that he would sbt apifrt a vubstanlial portion of the revenue for 
the development of cottage industries. But when we go through the 
details of the budget we are pained U find that a paltry sum of 
Rs. 2,400® has been* allotted for the development of the liandloom 
industries. That I think, Sir, a cruel mockery to the sad lots of the 
handloom workers whA are gradually getting wiped out of existence; 
of course the sericulture industries are more fortunate in receiving & 
little better treatment at tlje hand# of the Finance Minister. Even 
then the amount, set apart- for the purpose is quite inadequate con- 
sidering the importance of the sericulture industries. 

I appeal to the Minister in charge of Industries and also to the 
(Government as a whole to rise to the occasion and set out in right 
earnest in really dot rig something foV the development, of cottage 
industries. We are sick of* mere tvords of assurance^. What we want 
f is action and immediate action. It is time that the Government shakes 
off 1 this ‘proverbial lethargy. They should shake off their sense of 
falbe prestige and tzke advice from people other than their armchair 
departmental experts, people who haye an intimate knowledge with 
rural cohdition^ of Bengal. The situation demands a committee of 
enquiry which should immediately be formed with officials and non- 
pfficials to formulate* schemes for the reorganisation of indigenous 
industries. They should not hesitate to follow the foot steps of 
Mahatmaji. 1 * 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resulted 
his seat.) 
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Mrs. HA8INA MURSHED: Mr. Speaker, Sir/ ii^ rising to speak 
on this motion, I wi&i to invite the attention of the B^n’ble Minister 
in charge of the Industries .Department and also that of the House,* 
to the necessity for mhking 'adequate provision fqf giving industrial 
training to our women-folk sueh as would enable them to earn a livi«g 
where they are bereft of assistance froqi their male members.* • 

I do not propose, Sir, to make any ex-cathedra, statement sug- 
gesting what should or should not be done in this direction. I leavfe 
that to the expert advisers o^ the department. But I merely take this 
opportunity of emphasizing the paramount importance of devising Vays 
and means whiclv would help our women-folk to earn their living under 
circumstances in whiqh they may find no other monetary assistance 
available to them. ^ " 

I am sifre it will be admitted' that in' our province there are a large 
number of destitute and , helpless families who have no male earning 
members to support them-* In^ consequence, these women Aave to 
undergo untold misery and suffering, in trying to darn their living. I 
have exactly these cases in mind when l appeal to the Ministry of 
Industry to devise .wavs and means by which $ these'* women may be 
helped to*earu 4.heiv subsistence by cottage industries and such other 
pursuits as may be undertaken by 'them in the seclusion of tluyr homes. 

1 know personally of man/ instances in* wliiefi ladies of very respec- 
table family have been passing their days in dire miserly — owing to 
unfortunate circumstance suoli as the premature and sudden death of 
their male earning members. If the Department of Industries, for 
instance, appoint suitable agencies by which training in some cottage 
industry or other may be imparted to these helpfess women and widows, 
T am sure that advantage will be taken by these Indies of such 
assistance from the Department, and they would ly? able to earn their 
living by the sweat of their brow . For this purpose, J suppose it would 
be extremely helpful, if the Department were to establish a net work 
of training centres throughout the province. By doing this, a very 
real problem will have been solved and in the long run the economic 
condition of maHy a home will be improved. *1 personally know of 
many widows why have been leading their* lives in great misery. The 
only avenue that is popular is the establishment a of small elementary 
schools. JBut I think it is a tnistake to have recourse to the»estabfish- 
nient of primary schools as a means of earning (pie’s livelihood. For, 
in the first place, most of thesp Ladies are hardly fitted by reason of 
their poor educational attainments for the avocation of £» petfagogue, 
ai vl in the second place, an undue multiplication of inefficient schools 
is very much to be deprecated. It is, therefore, extremely necessaiy 
that the Department of Industries should do something to help these 
women an& helpless widows to earn their living by undertaking cottage 
industries in their different forms. As to how best this plan should 
oe accomplished is a batter for the experts, and as I have already said, 
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I will not venture to trespass fen their dominion. With these words. 
Sir, I endorse* *the 'views of the hon’ble mover g: the motion. 

• A 

Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM:’ Mr. ^Spealfer, Sir, at the very outset I 
must thank my honourable friend, Mr. Khaifan, for giving me an 
opportunity to*spe^k a few Fords on this important subject, and I 
begin by frankly stating that want of' a comprehensive scheme of 
industrial development in our cpuntry, inadequacy of funds for meeting 
the same and lack of determination and sfncerity of purpose in us are 
the main causes which are retarding the progress ot industrial improve- 
ment in our country. Sir, I myself most definitely apprehend that 
unless a vigorous and constructive actiop is taken immediately, an 
economic crisis is unavoidable- 1 a crisis which ] I think, would be more 
serious, more dangerous and more* disastrous than jthe one which we 
have just experienced. So far as cottage industry is concerned, I 
should like to say a few words frdm my o\fn experience in my own 
district/ In my district of* Hooghiy, embroidery work commonly 
known as chikon wqrk 'Was a speciality at one time. Feople of my 
district used to go abroad to America, Europe, Australia, New Zealand 
and other parts of the^woPrkl and earn a lot of mofiey out of this busi- 
ness. But this industry'has now became a thing of the* past. America 
has totally stopped their entry into that country, and in other British 
Dominions, the rules ihid regulations hat T e been framed in such a way 
that it has become practically impossible for these people to secure 
passports. I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister in charge to take action 
in this ma'iter and to see that the grievances are remedied. 

With regard to ojher small industries, such as, soap-making, 
umbrella-making, etc., I submit* that these are all gradually dying out. 
With a vieW to carrjr on a propaganda in our district for the encourage- 
ment of cottage industries, we have recently started an organisation 
with the Choi ram ft of the District Board as President, but we have got 
no sufficient Juncl to carry on this propaganda work. We all know 
that after the harvest tjme is over and before the next harvest season 
sets in, the villagers have got practically nothing to do, They simply 
waste their time<nnd energy in either playing cards of joining amateur 
theatre or jatra parties; rfometiitfes they get themselves involved 
iu party factions and, sometimes they get themselves entangled in 
some criiftigal affair of a most heinous* nature. We alE’know, Sir, 

, tha'i an idle man’s bcain is the devil’s workshop. When we see that 
hundreds of our agriculturists cannot get their food even twice a day 
I feel teifipfed tp think thpt the real salvation of our country depends 
not upon our going through the fanlasiic curriculum of the Calcutta 
University, not even Upon the introduction of elementary or secondary 
education in our country, but it depends chiefly upon training the 
minds of these unsophisticated youths so that they can fed that they 
have got a stake in their country, and realise that the solution of *Jie 
dal bhat problem really lies on them and on them alope. Therefore, 
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I would request the ^Hon’ble Minister ih charge to tal^e steps to carry 
on propaganda wort by supplying suflicient funds, by sending out 
trained teachers to different parts of the country to create an interest 
in these people and to' give Ample facilities for th$ ready sale of the 
articles produced by them in Government co-operative stores to be 
established in each district and subdivision. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the motion which has been moved by my kou’ble friend, 
Mr. Debi Prosau KJiaitan. It is ail undoubted fact that agriculture 
is the basis of the* economic structure of a country, and that industry 
comes next. Now, Sir, in tlje course of debates in this House Govern- 
ment have repeatedly given the assurance that \hey would give all 
facilities and would try their level ./best for the* development of small 
industries, including cottage industries. But I Jvave not heard the 
Hon’ble Minister suggesting how^he Government should proceed in 
this matter, nor have I * Hear yf any member , giving any practical 

• * S 

suggestion. * , * * 

So, for to-da^’s discussion I shall give a few T •suggestions as to how 
we can develop small industries into a definite hnd dependable means 
of livelihood among the masses „an<] educated^ community "of this 
province. 

» , » * 

Firstly, *the agriculturists to whom ow’ing to smallness of holdings 
agriculture is not a dependable means 'of livelihood mast be gfven 
monetary facilities for taking up small industries — us for; instance, 
manufacture of mustard oil, linseed oil, and cocoanut oil, by utilizing 
the spare man ]>ower and bullock pow T er. M£e all know that the* 
agriculturists can spare iix months on average *in a year and that the 
bullocks are utilized for three months only in a year and *go without 
work for the rest of nine months. With this sufplus powder, manu- 
factures of other articles of frequent use by the maskes for which raw 
materials are available in the locality may also be taken up. All these 
manufactures may be encouraged by the Government by establishing 
firms either on co-operat/ve lines or on group system among the 
agriculturists, funds being supplied by the Government. 

By these suggestions, I mean *to impress upon the House tfie 
principle that, first of all, t|ie Government shdufd make all possible 
attempts to^increase the purchasing and paying pow r er of 4he agricul- 
turists w’ho form the vast majority of the people in* this province, so 
that they may easily distribute their surplus to the^re^of the 

population. • * 

• • 

Secondly, I suggest that the Government should encourage the 
development o*f tKe existing industries for those who have taken up 
and intend* to take up industry as a means of livelihood. For this 
purpose, the Governm^ht should first select those industries only which 
Kve mass demand aifd which can be produced on the fines of cottage 
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or small industry" so that they may give* employment to a large 
number of people. < c / 

In this respect, the handloom weaving industry comes first to my 
mind. This is the industry 'which, has 'from iime immemorial given 
and still may give employment to millions of our people. But the 
handloom indif£try “has been killed Iby machine competition. Now, to 
revive and protect the handloom industry my suggestions are two-fold, 
viz., (1) let the Government legislate that no cotton mill in our province 
shall manufacture dhotis and saris of yarti of 40 counts and lower, so 
that^he dhotis and saris of 40 and lower counts,, which are generally 
used by the masses of our country, may Ibe manufactured with hand- 
looms only; and (2) to give effect to the said suggestion let the Govern- 
ment impose !by legislation censes and duties upon cloths of the said 
counts imported into bur province*, -(so that the handloom weavers may 
compete with the prices of mill-made cloths of’similar counts and may 
thus depend for their living on thts industry. 

Simultaneously, the Government should encourage the establishment 
of many more mills in our province.’ All those mills anti the existing 
mills may produce sufficient yarn and dhotis and saric of higher counts 
and other fabrics also, such as, mosquito nets, drills, umbrella cloths, 
etc. ' ^ 

Thirdly, Sir, the 0 Governmept may supplement the existing mill 
industry by encouraging our youngmen trained in the Serampore 
Weaving Institute and other places, to take up weaving as a cottage 
industry *,o be carried on in their respective homes in Calcutta, and 
other places where electric power is easily available. What I mean is 
this. A trained youngman may easily handle two power-driven looms. 
Let a youngman set up two such looms in hi; house with a motor. In 
this way, if 5,000 youngmen set up two looms each in this City of 
Calcutta, we get 10,000 looms, which means the capacity of 10 big 
weaving mills. 

Now, along with setting up these looms, there may be set up an 
organization which will undertake the work of the sizing of yarn and 
beaming 'the sapie ami also of supplying the required beams to those 
youngmen. .. , 

Sir, adverting r once more to the utility of having such an 
orpmizafiqo, I might point out that the 0 10,000 looms to tfilich I have 
already referred to, If organized, will work considerably more than the 
total Jfcoms of tfie various mills in Bengal, e.g., the Kesoram Cotton 
Mill which u ha& got 1,250, looms, the Bangalakshmi having 725 looms, 
the Dhakeswari Mill having 800 loo'ms, and Mohini Mills having <600 
looms and others. 

Then, Sir, the organization I have referred to before or any other 
institution may undertake to calender the cloths manufactured by those 
youngmen. In this process this City of Calcutta alone may get 1116 
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benefits of ten ibig veaving mills. And the costs of their production, 
I am sure, will be less than the costs of production 7h an ordinary 
mill, because the costs^ of land and buildings and overhead expenses 
will be almost absent in such casesj And thus -five thousand youngmen 
may easily earn Rs. 40 each per month on an average. And if* such g, 
youngman trains up other members of his family /he can increase the 
number of looms and thus increase his income. 

We may ado^t a similar procedure for manufacturing silk cloths 
also. 

Thus, we may develop the textile industry in our province and give 
employment to thousands' of our people^ ’ 

\ 

Fourthly, I shill speak of another* very important industry. I 
mean the milk industry. In our oquntry-side milk ns sold at 20 to 25 
seers and at some places evep at seers a rupee. And the quantities 
of milk available in the villages are., not smal]/ If' we could us<? thi§ 
milk for commercial purposes, we could do whndeiS. On the one hand 
thousands of our*people could be given employment and -the peasantry 
would be ^noour^iged to take up cai'tlo-f a lining pis an additional source 
of income, and on the other hand we could save lakhs of rupees of our 
country from being drained gway ouUide. Tl^ people in Calcutta 
alone consume about 10 lakhs of rupees worth of butter in a year 


Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up, Mr. Hiswas. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWA8: May I have a mihute or so 
to finish my speech? — and 00 per cent, of 'this butter is imported into 
Bengal. Besides that, imported cheese also take away jot a small 
amount. Further, many milk-products, such as, Sanatcgen, malted 
milk, sugar of milk, etc., also, are responsible foy the drainage of lakh* 
of rupees. But, woe to Bengal ! Neither the Government^ nor the 
monied public lia^e eyes to see to this unfortunate state of tilings in 
Bengal where mill* is so cheap and 'is available in abundance. The 
Industries Department has a duty towards this liae^of industry also* 

Buf^I'ghonl<T^ubmit, these enterprises require, money. Let us lat 
the start ^stiug^tt^ - capital expenditure to encourage the aforesaid 
industries for the^agriculturists and trained voungmen^at 2 efrores of 
rupees. We may^not expect the -shy capitalists to invest money in 
these lines. We may not expect the Government -also to invest such a* 
big amount for'tliirf purpose. But we may expect the Government to 
encourage the capitalists to invest even such a big amfount, if the 
Government would only* guarantee a dividend of, say, 5 j>er cent. 

(The membe* Laving reached th*» time-limit reauyied his seat.) 

44 * * 
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. r l 

Maulvi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (Spoke ja Bengali.) 

A 

Mr. W/C. PATTON: M,r. Speaker, Sir, I entirely agree that 
unemployment is tl)e greatest problem that we are faced with to-day 
in Bengal} But I am not going to dwell on unemployment at length 
except to say that if work at an average wage is secured by the 
unemployed, the purchasing power of thfi people of Bengal will be 
considerably increased. The real question, however, r is what are we 
to do to get these people employed. If we look a l the existing indus- 
tries in Bengal, we find that it is very difficult t6 employ all the 
unemployed in existing industries. The agricultural industries of 
Bengal depend largely for their demand 'on w 7 orld conditions outside 
Bengal. Those conditions of recent years hav.e necessitated' a measure 
of expori control, and although signs are nc> + wan' ting that there is a 
considerable improvement, in .those covditkms, the result of overpro- 
duction in previous years was so disastrous that it is unlikely that 
export and crop control will he given up in the near future, if at all. 
Consequently, the only manner in w^ich we can now utilize the big mass 
of labour which is unemployed in Bengal is by the' development of 
undeveloped or partially developed primary industries or by indus- 
trialization. So far a's industrialization is concerned, we have seen 
that the Government, of Bengal are attempting to do this by a system 
of cottage industries, by the training oh detenus, and by encouraging 
other small industries. And it is premature now to say what the 
ultimate results of these endeavours will be. But, Sir, if they do one 
thing, if they develop^ in Bengal a spirit of industrialism, they will 
achieve a great deal. The essentials for their success are the same as 
large-scale industries — the adoption, of modern methods with cheap 
power-supply, a uniformity in quality and output, and deliveries in 
time. I wop Id like to draw the attention of this House particularly 
tq the question of cheap power. We have in Northern Bengal a huge 
reserve o f f hydro-electric power, which is still almost entirely undeve- 
loped. To my knowledge Hundreds of thousands of “easily developable 
continuous horse-power in Northern Bengal have net been touched at 
all. Individual surveys have been made by various people, viz., the 
late Mr.* Robertson; Mr. Stonebridge, Callenders’ Cables, •‘•'Mid others, 
and it remains to Government to summarize those surveys and -to put 
them. 'Into such a form as to be available for the development of 
industries. tiie Duars we also have a large .ainopnt fc of power 
required for the tea garden factories, which may form £ *ueleus toad 
£or the utilisation of cheap power. 

One of tlie chief characteristics of cheap electric power is that it 
develops its pwn demand. I remember a scheme in New Zealand. 
There the Government of New Zealand put in a scheme of some 6,000 
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kilowatts £6 miles Irom the nearest sm'all town npd ^remember very 
well also how thav scheme was derided in the press. It was said 
that the scheme woulj neve^r >»e a success and that this power would 
never be utilised, but within two Real’s Jhe cheapness of pAwer created 
such a demand that Government had to extend ityl>\ another "8, 000 or 
4 ()()0 kilowatts of pQwer. It is not an uncommon tiling in / industries 
to come to the place where there is e!y?ap power. 


We need no# go so far to find the effect of cheap electric power. 
In Madras there is\i power scheme of 22,000 horse power and in that 
connection 1 would read an extract from the “Statesman” of 1st- 
September of this yeai*:~r- * * 


* 1 

“Sanguine as .the o/iginatoi.} of* the scheme were of success, they 
were hardly prepared for the alarming demand "for electrical power 
and energy that arose wi^lyn t y/ short years of its commencement. 
Within this period electricity majle an uiyJrecddented advance yi 
Madras Presidency, and necessitated the nnmcflinte development of 
the second stageVf t lie system, etc.’’ 

• • • 

This is exactly the experienct* (A clieap electricity all. over the 

world. In the United Provinces we Jitfve.the lunges Canal Scheme of 
22,000 kilowatts . 


(At this stage the member having reached tlya time-linyt resumed 
his seat.) 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SI DDIQI : if 1 am going to get only 
■{ minutes and if you are going to close* the house*oarl\» then I had 
hotter sit down. 


Mr. SPEAKER: You have lost •30 seconds already. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN Sl&DIQI: \ must nay l rise with** sense 
nf nTisa]jpfiyuitment. I thought that the lUm’ble ’Minister in charge 
wa* gofng 4 £o produce a rabbit to-Uiy but he has given it into the safe 
custody of his t col^eagyes. He lias not tolc* us what colour the rabbit 
is going to have. What lie has told us is on, what line$ lie is going 
to develop the industries of Bengal. A technical school here and an 
industrial college ther£ do not give us anything substantial. What we 
want, after tb% neglect of decades, is that this new Cabinet, with all 
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the power it possesses, should *put things on the way to progress. If 
necessary, scrap all the industrial institutions -existing to-day so thkt 
we may start on the path that ,will ultimately le^d us to the goal. 

' '* ; c 

I would suggest ( that a committee consisting of professors, indus- 
trialists, commercial' magnates, and workers of Bengal be appointed. 
Lot them put their heads together to find out the means that will 
satisfy the needs of this department. I am not personally mad after 
the cottage industry craze. It may be good in its o\yn way but the 
revitalization of ihe decaying and dead industries o>f Bengal is not the 
only panacea for all our ills. The world has advanced and is advanc- 
ing rapidly. We lq*ve got to keep pace* with, it. There are key 
'industries and the middle industries r and, ^above all, there is the coal 
industry. I wish the Cabinet to tell qs in its gwn good time (it has 
already taken 5 months and it may take more) that it has some plan, 
sume scheme, something that will sh ;^w tljat the key industries are 
going 'to be looked into tpd 1 that tjbe questions of their nationalisation 
will be studied earefu'Ib, and sympathetically. 

It has come to my 'knowledge t lint a gigantic scheme of producing 
electric power is in the air, particulars of which are easily available. 
If our Government has awakened to its responsibilities, I think the 
Finance Minister and*’ the Minister in charge of Industries will sit 
together and come to some sort of an arrangement with the promoters 
of that scheme so that this gigantic project may become the property 
of every citizen of Bengal and Bengal may get electric power at a 
price unheard of. 

We had recently a Coal Mining Enquiry Committee the report of 
which is very damaging to the people who own these mines. I want 
the Industries Department to adopt measures and formulate schemes 
that would pgt a stop to these terrible fires in the mines of Bengal. 
1 had a talk With a leading man of science of London who told me that 
if be were' called to Bengal he could put a stop to them in six months. 

The ought to be a concerted attempt for the prevention of smoke 
nuisance. The smoke thatVe see* issuing out of the chimneys really 
bifects the health of* the people. I am not a scientist but there ar? 
men who c^n teach us the methods of pieventing this nuisance. Not 
only that. The , smoke that disappears into thin air oarries away 
wealth, Worth millions of rupees. Science, here again, can teadh us 
how to stopHhis tremendous waste. The money so saved may be sp6nt 
on education, sanitation and other departments which are 
being starved to-day. I would even go further and say that if the 
Cabinet possesses an ideal and an ambition to ameliorate existing 
conditions the Minister for Finance should float a loan, to the extent 
even of Rs. 10 crores for the furtherance of industrialisation. If well- 
planned industries are taken in hand the loan will prove productive. 
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Bengal will not stwve if» public utility schemes again |are taken in hand 1 , 
by the Government These services being of public utility should 
not be left in the hands of. corporations. We may have our views on 
State management versus Company management; it may be a con- 
troversial point hut from the manner ill which the railways are being 
managed I feel that there is a case for, the Gove/nmelit taking charge 
of public utility services. I do hope the Minister in charge will take 
into consideration my appeal to him for a Committee. He may take 
departmental advice, lie maj' have his Department of Industries and its 
branches and sub-sections but if lie sticks to old ways and methods we 
had better g*ive # up all hope of any betterment. 


There is an Industrial Credit Syndicate with tvhieli I am connected 
to assist artisans and technical ftiftu from amongst our educated un- 
employed.* It is*a goad, scheme but it* only touches the fringe of the 
subject. It requires finance, if requires intelligent guidance aijjJ 
unless and until we put (*ir lies His together and plan out a refll scheme 
of industrialisation for Bengal I.do^not tiling that this tinkering with 
the subject, as wo are doing now, would lead us anywhere or bring us 
any benefit. 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khweja HABlBULLAM Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, let me first give a repl\ to the speaker before bust who spoke 
about large hydro-electric themes. I may inform him that hydro- 
electric does not come under my purview hut* it comes *under the 
Minister for Commerce and Labour and 1 will request the Hon’ble 
Minister for Commerce and Labour Pi take a*note of'it. Secondly, 
•Sir, the last speaker thought that I have not presented a ‘comprehen- 
sive scheme and that I said in jny speech that I. had one scheme for 
cottage industries. Sir, I may tell him that with regard to big 
industries the question is very difficult and Governrnent # pould do very 
little in this direction : it is for the public to come forward and lay qut 
capital. ]f he has any big scheme which he likes to inform me about 
I shall be very flad if he comes and discusses with me, after the 
session is over, impossibilities and I*will lobk into the matter. He also 
talked about rabbits and all that. I hope I shall not trouble yoif 
with an Australian rabbit. • * « 

• # 

Mr. Abul Quasem also said that there was no comprehensive 
scheme in regard to industries. I am sure, Sir, he' did «o# near me 
when I spoke. * If he had, he wpuld’ have realised t£at there was a 
comprehenhive scheme about which I spoke, in fact he was asking 
uie about some passport, hut that does not belong to my department: 
it'belongs to my colleague the Minister in charge of the Home Depart- 
ment. If he can see Tiis way to apply to him he will no doubt get 
the passport for whom Tie wants it. 
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Another speaker Mr. SukumKr Dutta said 1 that /only Rs. 2,00Q jr&& 
granted for hapmoooi industry. I think, Sir, bp has not read the 
budget. If he had done so he would have fotind that' a ajam of 
Its. 43,000 has been, provided jn this f yearns budget for this purpose. 

Mr. Sli KUMAR DUTTA: On a point of personal explanation, 
Sir . 


Mr. 8PEAKER: This is no time for interruption and no personal 
explanation is needed on this. 

e 

S- ' 

The Hon’ble N*wab Khwaja HAWBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

He would have found at page 311 <^f the brwwn book that a sum of 
It 8. 4,67*000 Iras been provided for expenditure on the development of 
industries and over half of this sum has been provided for the improve- 
ment of ha n (Room industry. At page 315 he will find that a sum of 
Rs. 41,000 has heenr- provided for the development of handloom 
industry. Again, Sir, on page 307 it will be found 4 that “-a sum of 
Its. 1,15,500 1ms be eh provided tor the same purpose. So it is quite 
incorrect to say that it sum • of 1 Rs. 2,400 has been provided for this 
industry. 

Jn reply to my honourable lady friend Mrs. Morsbed I may say 
that the Industries Department has already given a certain amount of 
grant to the ladies’ industrial qcliool and 1 may tell here that I shall 
hear in mipd what t she* has said, with regard to any future scheme. 

1 am very glad do hear what my. honourable Mr. Khaitan lias said 
with regardtto cettage and small industries and I appreciate it very 
much. I ca\| only say that Government will concentrate more than 
before on small and cottage industries. 

The schemes ,are designed to enable* the existing artisans to use 
their art and by using better appliances and better methods to com- 
pete successfully in the modern ma'rket. The only ‘successful method 
of enabling the artisan to learn is practical demonstration and this 
must be accompanied by constant research to reduce his costs of 
production and to devise labour-saving appliances. Then again there 
is marketing. Tivke the handloom weaver we are providing new 
appliances at Semmpore fo increase* his earning capacity". We gjive 
practical demonstration of new' looms, new’ methods, new r designs and 
in the co-operative budget passed* yesterday is a sdm of Rs. 1,15,000 
which is to improve marketing as well as to encourage *co-operative 
production of handloom products. Government is doing and given 
more money wdll do everything it can to promote cottage industries to 
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reviv© old ones andlassi^ new ones. #Tliere are nfanv schemes in the 
new plan which wil^ benefit the artisan *and cottage wpjker as well as 
schemas that will • help the urban unemployed to find profitable 
occupation. k 

I * * • 

I hope in view of this assurance the lionourabl^ member wjill with- 
draw his motion. 


Mr, D, P. KHAITAN : • In view of the assurance given by the 
Hon’ble Minister I Ijeg to withdraw my motion. 

‘T • 

The motion was then by leave of (he House withdrawn. . 

The original motion* of the Hon ’We Nawab*Khwaja Habibullah. 
Bahadur, of Dacca, that a sum of B*. lb, 14,000 be granted for expendi-* 
ture under the head '4'J*- — Industries” was then .put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The Ifouse it as then adjourned, till 10-8(1 a.m. on Saturday, 1 • the 4tb 
September, 1 987, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. • 
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Proceedings pf the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the "provisions of Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly 'met in the^ Assenr.bly blouse, Calcutta, on Saturday, 
,the 4th ‘September, <1937, at 10-30 a.m. 

V 


, Present: 


Mr. Speaker (the Ilon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.’ 
in the Chajr, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 207 members. 


STARRED "QUESTIONS r 

r , 

(to which oral angers were given) 

* \ y 

< (Starred Question Nkj. 95 could , not be answered as ‘the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge was not present at the time when^ it was called by 
Mi. Speaker.) 

Clerks in the office of tWe t Magistrate-Collector, Dinajpur. 

*96. Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: (q) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge <of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing separately — 

0 ♦ 

(?) the number of permanent and temporary clerks, both Hindup 
and Mussalmans, in the Collectorate and Magistracy of 
Din a j put; and <J 

(ii) the number of them who are natives of the district? 

c 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the communal 
ratio accftrding ,to which these appointments are being* made? 

« * * * 

1 MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Sihgh Roy) : (a) A statement is laid oh the table. 

9 

(b \ The minimum proportion of plerical appointments in district 
offices to b\* held by Muhammadans is one-third. 

I 

There is no fixed proportion for Hindus in general. But existing 
brders require one candidate to be recruited from backward classes and 
minority communities against every four temporary vacancies, provided 
qualified candidates are available. Backward classes include scheduled 
castes. * « 
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QUESTIONS. 


Statement referred lo in the answer to starred question No. .96, showing 
the number of permanent and temporary clerk « n !, tjir office of the 
Magistrate-Collector of ,lKruijpur. 

(i) (a) Permanent ilerks # , • 4 

Hindus * 


Muslims 


*... #37 

.... 24' 


(b) Temporary *clerks — 

Hindus 

• • 

Muslims 


Total ... G1 


... 15 
*. . . 8 


Total 


(ii) Number of clerks who are # natives <\f*th# district— 

• • 

(a) Permanent clerks — • • • 

Hindus * • ... 13 

Muslims .... ... 19 


Total* 


32 


(b) Temporary clirks- 
Hindus 
Muslims 


4 

l 


Tcvtal ... 11 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

(to which answers were laid on the table) • 

(Unstarred Questions Nos. 72 to 75, were called^ but a^tdfd^lslon’ble 
Minister in charge was not present, they were left c*?er for the time 
being.) 

• • * 
Mr. 8PfAKER: I am very sorry to note that the Hqp’ble Minister 
is not here. He perfectly knows that the House is sitting at 10-30 a.m. 
to-day when he will*have to answer a number of questions. I hav$ 
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already left out onb Starred Question standing in/his name and I find 
there are a numf>er # of Unstained Questions. I w/Suld draw the special 
attention of the Ilon’ble the Leader of the House to it so that the time 
of the House is not wasted in this man^ef in fyture. 

' The'yon’blt Mf, A. K. F.AZLUL HUQ: I will see to that, Sir. 
I am sorry for l\i& absence. 


Chittagong College. 

76. Babu * MOtylM CHANDRA DAS: (//) Will the Hon’ble 
« Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 

the percentage of students in the Chittagong CJollege according to — 

t . 

(/) Hindus; 

•(/? ) *Musalmans; and 
(///) Buddhists? < ( * ■ 

(b) If the Hindus fornl a large 'majority, are fhe (jovern^nent con- 
sidering the desirability of a Hindu hostel to be attached to that 
College ? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mj. A. K. fazlul Huq): (a)—* 

(/) 59* 1 per cent. 

( ii ) 34*7 per cent., 

, i 

(/’//) 4-7 per cent. 

(b) No ^pposal for the establishment of a Hindu hostel is now 

before Government. 

« 

< 

t Number of students receiving education in the primary schools. 

77. Mr. AMRI^A'LAL MANDAL: *a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in tharge of the Education Department be pleased to state the number 
of students that are receiving edueatio r n in the primary schools of the 
differeht di&ricts after the introduction of the District School Board? 

« r 

(b) Is there any improvement in the primary education due to the 
introduction of the District School Board system? If so, what? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (u) A statement is laid 
on the table. • * 
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( b ) Yes; District^Schoel Boards have (1) made rf survey of ^primary 
schools in the district with a view to redistribute sphobls where neces- 
sary, (2) begun raising the fjtatus of lower primary scfiools to upper 
primary schools, so far^s thoir •funds permit, and (3) started replacing 
untrained teachers by trained teachers as| far ds circumstaifbes peririTt. 


Statement referred to 

, / • / 

in the answer to clause (a) of an started question 

No. 77, showing 

the number sf § students that are receiving 

education v # the 

primary schools of the different districts af ter 

the introduction 

of District School Boards . 

District. 

Total number of pupils 
* in primary schools. 

Dftiajpur* 

... 7 1,(172 

•* • 

Rangpur 

• ... ... iof>,;w8 

J alpaiguri 

$ 1 

Bogra 

... • #•.. 57,715 

Pabna • 

... .. . ... * 57,889 

Sadia * 

• ... 53,051 . 

Murshidaba< 

... ^ /... 41,329 

Bifbhum 

30,910 

Dacca 

'... 142*887 

Mymensingl 

192,310 

Chittagong 

. ... *111,032 

• • . • ’ 

Noakhali 

.... ... 101,305 


• # • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Has there J)eeu m\y increase 
in the number of students in the primary schools? • 


The Hon’b^e Mr. A. K* FAZLUL HUQ:* I am not prepared *to 
answer that at tlfe present moment and 1 would* require notiTe. 

• , * * • 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA : With .reference to the state* 

ment appended to this answer what is the position with regard to the 
other districts not mentioned in the statement? • # * 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: These are tlfeTorfly dis- 
tricts where school boards have been introduced. As regards the other 
districts statistics will^be supplied if I get notioe. # 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
think it desirable to Introduce the school boards system in all the 
districts? • • 



1004 ' QUESTIONS. [4th Sept., 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Tjk at is a request for 
action and thaf’ requires the 4, matter to be considerably invested into 
before I can decide wbat is to be don 

District s(ib-Registrar of Dacca. 

78. liaWabzada K. NA8ARULLA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Education (Registration) Department be pleased to 
state— * 

(i) how much was spent in the travelling expenses by the last 
District Sub-Registrar of Dacca, during the period of his 
office as 'such ; , 

r 

(ii) how much is spent by the 'present incumbent since Jiis appoint- 
ment to this post; 

(hi) how many days did he speiub in the, inspection of each office in 
the years 1835-36 and, 1936-37 ; and 

(iv) how many cicrks did he take with him in the years 1930-36 
and 1 936-3? P 

< <* 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (i) to (iv) The information 
is not readily availalde. 

4 , e 

Educational qualifications for typists and copyists. 

79. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) Department bo 
pleased to state how many of the total number of typists and copyists 
attached to the department at present have not got the requisite 
educational Qualifications laid down for similar posts under Govern- 
ment? * 

(h) What are the educational qualifications laid down for the 
recruitment of typists or cupyists? 

*■ Tho Hon’ble A" K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) The information is 
not readily available. 

A 

t (b) Until recently there was no rule laying down the minimum 
educakblfc^qualifications, but the. Inspector-General of Registfation, 
Bengal, lias recently promulgated a i rule by which only matriculates 
will be eligible for such posts. 

• * a 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: With reference to 
answer (6), what will be the fate of the extra muharrirs who aV6 serving 
in the Registration Department for a long time but are not matriculates? 
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The Hon’We Mr.^A. fc. FAZLUL hiJQ: I am ijpt aware but I 
might make an enquiry. * • t 

Rai HARENDhA NATH CHA\JDHIj[r| l Witli reference to (h) f 
is this the minimum qualification required for ty$isi# and tferks of* 
other departments as well? ^ m* 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I think so, but I aiy not 

■quite sure. 


(lumber of hostels for schedijled castfe students. 

* . 

80 . Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (a) ^Vill the Hon’y*- 

Minister in .charge of the fiducaiion Depart im*nt he pleased # to # fftato 
the number of hostels in Bengal* exclusively* fty*«the use of student!? 
who are membeifc of scheduled castes? 

• ^ • * ' 

(b) Is the lfcm’blo Minister aware of the »ant of hostel arrange- 
ment towards the progress of educatioit of schedul'd castes’ students in 
Bengal? . , • . • 


(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the IIonHde 

Minister be pleased to state what steps are being taken in the matter? 

• • 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL. HUQ: (u) Six\ specially for 
Scheduled castes, but thefe are hostels also for nUnu* backwsyrd classes. 

(b) No inconvenience or hindrfuice to •studies hits been brouerht to 
my notice. 

(c) Does not arise. 

/ 

Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware 
that more hostels %re required for the scheduled castes? 

. » • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Representations have b&en 
made to me to that effect. ■ 


>»r. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Is it a fpet that the scheduled 
castes demand WohostSls — one at Bagerhat and the other at Faridpur? 

. w * 

• • 

♦ 

Th® Hon’ble Mr. (f. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot .remember the 
names but I h#ve received representations from several districts. 
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Licence f : ee4 w> fuel wood and other necessary forest produces. 

I 

81. Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHM/\D: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister iA charge* of the Forests afid Excise Department aware of tlie 
♦ prevalent discontent among the peasantry of ‘Bengal owing to the 
imposition .of licence fees on fuel wood and other necessary forest 
produces and introduction of different passes for one cultivator’s use 
of different kinds of timber under the Iudian Forest Act and Buies 
thereunder P 

(b) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased* to state if the 
Government Contemplates the introduction of any Bill to amend the 
Forest Act or Buies thereunder simultaneously with the amendment 
of Bengal Tenancy Act, for relief Af, poor tenants of Bengal? 

^ MINISTER in charge of FORESTS ar.d EXCI8E DEPARTMENT 
(the rlon’ble Mr. Prasaina Deb Rai(tat): («) No: but there has been 
a complaint from an” association in Chittagong, and this is under 
investigation. «. 

(h) ’No. 

( 

Al-haj Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: What is the name of the 
Association mentioned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: 1 ask for notice. 


Basis on which the assessment regarding cess on income from land was 
fixed at Bankura. 


82. Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in* charge of the "Revenue Department he pleased to lay on* the* table a 
statement* showing foi 1 the district of Bankura — 

(/) the basis on which the assessment regarding cess on income 
from la nil Svas fixed ; and f 

* (if) whether the said cess was fixed on the market price of the 

< t commodities produced from l land ? 

* 

(b) If the answer to (a)(ii) is in the affirmative, will the HonMde 
Minister he pleased to state — „ 4 

(?) the market value of the commodities when the s&id'cess Was 
levied; and 0 

C c 

(tt) the present market value of those commodities £ 



1937.] QUEsVlujxs. * 1007 

( c ) Wall the Hoifble Minister be pieced to stale the average pro- 
duce of 'Cfdpe per acre in the district of Rankura — • ^ 

( i ) when the assessment ‘ wj^s made; and 
(it) at present? ' 


(d) Is the Hon’ble iklinister aware — 

(i) that the present price of the commodities, especially of paddy 

has gone clown considerably since the time of the last 
assessment; and * 

( ii ) that therq has been a great slump in the paddy business and 

a grertt repercussion in the paddy market? 


, * * 

(e) If the answers to* (c/j are in tl*e affirmative, will the Hon’ble # 

Minister be^ pleased to state whether Government intend taking imme- 
diate steps — • • * 


(i) for the reduction^ of the cess on income from land impos'd 
upon the people of Bankuja; or 1 , * 

(7?) an imn^ediate enquiry as’ to the lochl ooftdition of the paddy 
market of t Rankura with a view to $ rejhoving the grievances 
• of the i>eople ? * 


The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD ,8INCH itOY: (a) (?) On Ibe 

annual value, as defined in section 4 of tile Cess Act, 1880. 

(ii) No, except in case of produce refits. , • * 

(b) (?) Rice was 0 to 8 seers to the rupee, when the ^evaluation 
was in progress (1922-1926). 

(u) At present it is 10 to 11 seers. • • \ . 


« 1 ( » 

(c) (7) 15 to 16 maunds per acre, according* to the Settlement 
Officer’s estimate. * » 


(it) Probably the same. 

( d ) (i) Yes. 

(ii} Yes. The slump reached its lowest level in 1982-83. Prices 
have considerably* improved since then. 

(e) (i) and (») No. t '* 


Clerks in the office of thd Registrar of Assurances, Calcutta. ^ 

83. Rai HARENDRA HATH CHOUDHURY: Wi)l tWflon’ble 1 
Minister in charge of the Education Department bd pjeasdito lay on 
tha table a statement showing — * 

(t) the names, of Mie clerks serving at present in the office of thh 
+* Registrar of Assurances, Calcutta, with their— 

* ’~{1) dates of appointment, 

(2) ^qualifications, 
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- (3) parade of salary at the time of appointment, and 
(4)%he presen 1 grade of salary; 

(it) the names of the permanent,. copyists serving at present in the 
aforesaitj. office with their — 

s <J) dates of appointment, 

(2) qualifications, 

(3) scale of salary at which appointed, and 

(4) the present scale of salary; and 

t 

(Hi) the mimes of extra-copyists serving at* present in the afore- 
said office with their — 

(1) dates of appointment, 1 

(2) qualifications, and 

' * 9 

(.?) average ‘monthly income? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Kepi irate statements show- 
ing the particulars are placed on the Library table. 

Vesting of powers of Certificate Officers to certain Khas Tahsildars in 

Noakhali. 

84. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) Ts the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the bcvenue Department a wan* that — 

(0 certain Khas Tahsildars in the district of Noakhali who are 
Kanungos have been vested with powers of Certificate 
Officers under the Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act, 
1913; and 

(u) that the result has been very anomalous as the functions!* of*-, 
certificate-holder, .responsible for collections and tho^'df^tiiev > 
Certificate Office 1, have been vested in one and the same 
person ? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minista^be pleased to state whether Government are prepared to con- 
sider theJeMiubilit/ of dividing the functions as before and appointing 
responsible and experienced officers not below the rank of Sub-Deputy 
Collector as Certificate Officers who will have nothing to do with 
collections ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) "ft)? Yes. 

There are two such officers. 
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• ) 

( it ) In theory the combination of Jwo functions in the hands of 
one officer may appear to be objectionable*, but Govefntjent believe that 
in practice the arrangement is to the benefit of the KhasAiahal tenants, 
as (?) they are more likely gtcf get sympathetic consideration at tbs 
hands of the Khasmahal Certificate Officers and (ii) they do not have 
to go to the mainland crossing big rivers to arrange foi payment or to 
conduct their cases. * ^ ' 

(b) There are not enough certificates to justify the appointment of 
separate Certificate Officers .n some of the Kliasmahal circles. 


Upper primary schools. 

• ' > * 

85. Rai HARENDRA MATH CHbUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in* charge of the Education Department be plea^ 1 J 
the number in each distrift of the upper primary schools — 

(?) that exist at pres£ii*t ; and 

(??) that existed in 1912, 1917, 'l922, 1927 ^nd 1932 ? 

Tho Hon’ble, Mr. A. K. FAZLU-L HUQ; A statement is laid on the 
Library table. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(As the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruft' Hossain was present at the time 
when IJnstarred Question No. 85 was disposed ^of, th«i Questions both 

^Starred and Unstarred, standing in his°naine, we, re takeli up.) 

$ 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFFH088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I must apologise to you, Sir, for having: come a little late which was 
unavoidable. 

Witnes* sheds tin, the civil courts in the Rapgpur, distrjct headquarters. 

*95. Haji SAFI RU OOI N AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Departmfent aware that there* 
are no witness sheds in the civil courts in the Rangpur district hqad* 
quarters P * , 

(b) If so, does the Government contemplate erection of the same 
in The civil courts at Rangpur at an early date ? 

~M1NIS1£R in charge of JUDICIAL and LECIBLATIYE DEPART- 
MEHT (***• Hon’ble Nawab Mueharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) an &’(b) There if. no proposal before Government for the erection 

46 
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of a witness shed U Rangpur. , It is for the, District Judge to initiate 
action if he corridors that such sheds are necessary. I should like to 
see every court provided with a witness shed, where necessary, hut 
finance is the ruling factor. I shall do my be^t to press for funds for 
the improvement of civil court buildings. 

Mr. 8YZO ABDUL MAJID: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
there are no witness sheds in many districts? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAiN, Khan Bahadur: 

Yes. 

i 

Khan Sahib Maulvi 8. ABDUR RAUF: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that there was a witness shed attached to the Criminal Court 
building at Rangpur which has been converted into a Bengal Tenancy 
Act OffLe? i i * 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I am not aware, Sir. 1 * » , 

Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Has any representation been 
received from Rangpul* for building a wilness shed in that, locality ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I would refer the member to the printed question and answer to that 
effect. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

Filling up of clerical appointments and also appointments other than 
„ clerical from members of the scheduled castes. 

72. Mr. KIRIT BHUSAN DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to 
state if any directions have been issued to the District Judge of 
MurshidaWd for filling up clerical appointments and also appointments 
<* other than clerical from members of the scheduled castes? 

( b ) If Lie answer to clause (a) is in the affirmative, what are the 
directions issued ? 

o (c) If the answer to clause (a) is in the negative, are the Govern- 
ment considering the desirability of fixing percentage and taking ea^ly 
steps for recruitment from the members of the* scheduled c kctes when 
filling up vacancies P 
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The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFP HOSSAIN, JChan Bahadur: 

(a) Yes, in respect to clerical appointments only. ## 

(b) The member is ^eferned* to the answer give # n to clause (b) of 

the unstarred question No. 32 askld by ^lr. Hasik Lai BisVas on the 
24th August, 1937. * * • J • 

( c ) Does not arise. 


Supplementary questions, 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: '•'With reference to aaswer # (r/), when was 
the order communicated to the District Judge Murshidabad? 

• • • . 

The Hon’bli Nawab tylUSHARRUFF H OSS A‘rN,* Khan Bahadur: 

1 require notice. m » # j 

• • i 

Maulvi ABD^JL BARI: lias any appointmei!t # been made since the 
communication of thjit order? 

• • . . 

The Han’ble Nawab MUSHARRU’FF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I want, notice. 

• • 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: t>oes that order relate to the question of 
promotion. • • 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUKF HOSSAIN, t'han Bahadur: 

No, Sir. 


Percentage of Muhammadans in the ministerial posts iiMhe various 

offices. 


73. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (a) •Will*the Honblcf Minister 
charge of the Judicial and Legislative •Department be pleased (p 


state- 


(i) the percentages of employments of Mufiammadcftis in tfie 
ministerial posts in the offices of the *District Judges and 
Munsifs both in the uf>per and lower divisions; 

'(ii) the total number of appointments made from January, 1934, 
to June, 1937, in the various offices? • • 


( b ) Is tlje Hon’ble Minister aware that in the opinion of the 
Governmefft the percentages of employments of Muhammadans in the 
ministerial posts in the various offices being far below* the required 
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standard the Gove$nment contemplated an investigation in the matter 
(vide letter Jl/s. ,8317-8342-J. — addressed by the Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, Judicial Department, v to all the District 
Judges) with a view to effect improvement in /he situation? 

(c) # Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the investiga- 
tion has been mad£ and, if sr , what step has been taken for securing 
the Government aim in this connection? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOS8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) The member is referred to the answer given on the 31st August, 
1937, to his own un starred question No. 56 in which he asked for 
substantially the safxne information. 

(b) The letter in question did not relate to the (juestion of employ- 
ment of Muhammadans but to that of minority communities and 
backward classes. <J c 

(o) The member is referred to f the answer to clause (b) of unstarred 
question No. 32 ask'cd by Mr. liasik Lai Biswas on the 24th August, 
1937, and to the. copyof letter No. 9898 A., dated the^ 21st September, 
1936, which was given on the statement appended to that answer. 


Assistant Secretary, Judicial Department. 

74. Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased 
to state whether the Government is considering the desirability of 
appointing a Muhammadan in place of the present Assistant Secretary, 
Judicial Department, on hit* retirement from service? 

The Hobble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The extended tenure of. appointment of the present Assistant Secretary 
does not expire until the 5th January, 1939; the question of his successor 
has therefore not yet been* considered. 


Transfer of Fulbari and Cangarampur thanas of the Balurghat 
subdivision. 

75. Mautvi MAFIZUDDIN CHAUDHURY: (a) Is the Hon’blo 
Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department aware — 

(i) of the transfer of the Fulbari and Gangarampur thanas of. the 
Balurghat subdivision from the civil jurisdiction of the 
Balurghat Munsifi to that of the Sadar Munsifi; 



1937.] QUESTIONS lOlfr 

(ii) of the retention of the criming jurisdiction of the Balurghat 
criminal court over these two thanas ; abd # § 

(in) that the litigai^. pub}ic*have to go to Dinajpur for civil business 

and to Balurghat for ciiminal business ‘f* • 

• » 

t 0 J 0 

(b) Do the Government intend to Restore those two tnhnas to 
Balurghat Munsifi where there are two MunsifsP 

The Hon'ble'Nqwab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) Yes. * 

(b) No. Government h&tre no such proposal before them at present.* 


Short-noticp Question. ’•* * 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM.AU’ KHAR: ^ (a) Is the Jkm'hle 

Minister in change of the It even lie Department •cftvare : — 

(/) that acute distress and fapyue have. broken out. iii the southern 

part # of the Patuakliali subdivision of the district of Bnkar- 

. • • • 

tfanj ; 

. • A • • 

(ii) that a woman died of starvation; 

(in') that a non-official Belief Committee has been formed at Barisal 

to give relief to the distressed; and • • 

(iv) that the District Board also has started some relief work in 

the distressed area? 

• • 

(b) Has the Hon’ble Minister or tjie Hon ’hie Chief Minister 
received any copy of a resolution passed in a public megting held at 
Barisal recently asking for help from the Government to^ope with the 
distress P 

• • 

(c) Do the • (^overnmei/t cpnsider it desirable to take immediate 
steps for removing the distress? 

• . • 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH *ROY : (i^ There is 
distress in Fatuakhali subdivision owing to poor crops for ihe last Jwo 
years, recent epidemic of rinderpest, and failure of the aus crop owing 
to insectpest. The situation hds been complicated^ by c(y#f*WTtion of 
private charity and agricultural credit. • • 

(ii) The Azad of 4th August, 1937, published an information thstf 
one Achy a JKhatoon, 10 years old daughter of one Kobad Ali of 
Besbaria^ted for want of food. On enquiry the allegation was found 
to be untrue. I have # no information of any other alleged death due 
to starvation. # 
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(Hi) Government have no official information about this. 

(iv) The District Board have started test work$ in seven centres. 

(b) No. ^ ' * r 

(c) The* situation is' being carefully watched by Government and 
bteps h^e already been taken to alleviate the distress. Rupees 70,000 
have been allotted to the Collector of Bakarganj for agricultural loans. 

More is being allotted for gratuiteus relief out of the Central Fund. 

( 

Supplementary Questions. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KH/^N: Whaf is th6 amount distributed or 
'proposed to be distributed by way, of gratuitous relief? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 
But I may »ay that, day before yesterday Bs.< 2,000 was handed over to 
t)ie Collector to augment the momy already placed at his disposal. 

t 

A Member: 'Is the Hnn’ble Minister aware ofdhe fact that accord- 
ing to flic Famine Commission Report if there is six a fin as less of pro- 
duce, Government will mi spend Revenue to the extent of four annas, if 
there is eight annas le*;, (foverAivent will suspend revenue to the extent 
of six annas, if the produce is, twelve annas less, Government will remit 
ten annas ol revenue? Will the Government proceed on that basis 
after due enquiry without giving stereotyped answers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ofder, order: you are putting a question not only in 
the form qf a speeuh/but towards the latter part you are making a 
reflection on the manner in which an answer is given. You cannot make 
any reflection or impute a motive. Your question should have been in 
the following* form — Is the Tlon'hle Minister prepared to consider the 
desirability of, etc., etc. 

The Kon’bUkSir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I can inform 

tl^e Ilon’ble Member that Government will proceed \n accordance with 

dhe rules laid down in the Famine Code. 

f * 

* t « 

Mr. A," M. AjBDUL HAMID: Is it possible to start Test Relief 
Works^fLu'^ng the rainy season? * 

The Hon’ble Sir piJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It has been 

Parted. That is a fact, Sir. 

A Member: Is it not a fact that the famfhe i& due to^Ehe heavy 
mortality in cattle in the affected area? 
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Th. Hon’ble 8ir BIJdY PRA8AD felNCH ROY: . I ha’ve already . 

stated that there was^a rinderpest epidemic. * % I 

Mr. 8YED JALALLODIN HASHEMY: Is the'distressdn question 
acute or ordinary? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BIJOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: It is ordinary in 
nature at present • 

* 

Khan Bahadur HASH EM ALI KHAN: Will Government permit * 
the District Board to .spend* money for distribution office and other 
things in the distressed area,? * a 

• * 

Mr. SPEAKER} I think it if* a hypothetical' question and is a 
question for action. 

* 

The Hon’ble£ir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH Rflf : Government have 
not yet declared it *to be an acute distress* st# that * the question is • 
hypothetical. # 

Mr. SYEO JALALUDDI N HASHEMY: ifas the news published 
in the Azad about the death ot a certaiA woman in the affected ifrea 
been enquired into? 0 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD £INCH ROY S \>h, very care- 
fully. It was found to Irt* wholly incorrect. * # 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: * How many meals had she 
before her death? 

0 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY. PRASAD SINCH'rOY: The death was * 
due to fever, tt Vas not a case of starvation. She had been # ailing for 
sometime. She Y as the daughter *of a begger. The father 'is cui 
indolent fellow who would not earn his living. , Tihe President of the* 
Union Board of the Area offered him a job which he did jicft accept. 

The result was that the family had to suffer. This poor girf died* of # 
fever and not of starvation. Government did very carefuUj**£aquire 
into the matter. t • # 

• # . 

Mr. ABDUL WAH/IB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister let us 
have a statement thana by thana showing the degree of the distress pre- 
vailing aj|^ # the number of people affected? 

The Hon’bl* 8ir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I ask for notice. 
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A Member: .What action has been taken on the representation made 
to the Government ‘of India and forwarded by them to the Government 
of Bengal by the inhabitants of Amtoli thana for relief from the cattle 
mortality ? < * 

4 The.Hon’bl* 8U BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: I have no in- 
formation oh 1 the subject. 

0 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANVAL: With reference /o the statement 
that fhe woman died of fever, is it not a fact that ?n all cases of death 
from starvation there is a rise in temperature prior *tg death? 

The Hon’ble 8ir°BUOY PRA8AD SINDH' ROY: The case was 
4 very carefully enquired into and Gfcoyernm&nt are satisfied that this was 
not a case of stqr%aJ,ion. 

.Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: WLaf is the name of the officer 
who inquired into the piatter? * 

The Hon 1 We. Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROYS The informa- 
tion has been received from the District Magistrate. f * 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR pANYAL: Was any Doctor deputed to 
enquire into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I ask. for notice. 
Reference to newspaper, reports of an offemting nature. 

D •» f 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen of the House, before we 
proceed with the nbrmal business of* the day I am compelled to bring 
to the notict of the House a newspaper report which makes a grave 
reflection on* the conduct of the proceedings in this Assembly. I refer 
to* Dainik Basumati of* 4th September, 1937, in an Editorial note of 
which th$ following passage occurs : — « c • 

* “ct 9 tfmw ^itwi 

* »iv W9 (To give up all 

tha( I posse&j in order to improve the lot not merely of the ‘peasants but 
the toiling millions of Bengal)— *m W& * OH, <71$ 

K 

The translation iet— 

In that Legislature where Nawab Khwaja Haibibullah*can say, “I 
shall give ujl all that I possess to improve the lot not me^Jy of the 
peasants Ibut the toiling millions of Bengal / * does^Sarat Babu think that 
in that Assembly decorum and dignity can be main tailed? 



1937.] QUESTIONS. 1017 

I consider that attack* on the part the DainA Basumiti to be a 
grave reflection. I give that paper an opportunity t^|inake suitable 
amends in course of to-morrow # ; otherwise' I should be compelled to 
take drastic steps. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a ‘point of tfrdef, Sir. should 
like to refer to a matter which arises out of this ruling of *Vours. May 
I most humbly draw your attention fo the news reported in some of the 
newspapers of the proceedings of this Assembly, particularly to the 
news that appeargtf in the Statesman yesterday with regard to some 
of my observations on the working of the Co-operative Department and 
the reply given by the lJou*ble Minister thereto. # In t^i at report it is 
stated that Dr, Sanyal made many baseless charges to which strong, 
exception was taken by the Hoij’ble Minister. ,r The Hon’ble Minister 
took exception only. to the incorporation of my no td ih the proceedings 
of the day’s meeting andji^t to the charges themselves. I submit ^his 
is a wrong Teport and so far as I ha\p loo*ked up parliamentary jjraVtice 
in May and othgr books I submit Unit the rulf* is. that newspaper reporls 
should be a true aiyl correct picture of the ^act^tal happenings ami no 
other picture should be given which may be’ misleading and unfounded. 

I submit if this Editorial note of •“Basumati” has in any way reflected 
on the prestige of the House,, the ne^6f report of the “Statesman” has 
affected the* prestige and the dignity of the members and. of the House 
too to a great extent and I expect a ruling on this point from you* 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKER : I shall consider your point and will give you a 
ruling either on Monday or on Tuesday. 


A point of order regarding allocation of -the first hour of the btiaineet 

to questions. 

Al-Haj Maul ana Dr. 8ANAULLAH : 1 rise to a point of ord # er, #- 
Sir. Rule 22 # of the Rule# and Standing Orders provide that the first 
hour shall be available for answering questions.* To*day w? have had 
only 15 minutes (fevoted to them. • * * • 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Dr. Sanaftillah, I would advidfe you to # nhte that it 
is desirable for us not only to be lawyers and advocates but also fo be # 
jurists. I suppose Dr. Sanaullah will agree with me whej^JU*ay that 
it is necessary to stick to the underlying principle qf tiro few* rather 
then to allow its mere phraseology. to have effect. The Speaker has 
absolute discretion in^the exercise of bis power'to see that the debase 
is carried m in a reasonable manner. Considering the fact that the 
time of ^]j)^House is so short and also the fact that various other matters 
are so often raised, ^ think I shall not be justified in dragging on the 
questions bevond the usual time that I have been allowing to them. 
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Mr. A^DUR RAHMAN 8UJDIQI: Is there any specific provision, 
Sir, under whip V the Speaker has got the discretion . 

Mr. SPEAKER; Order, order: Mr. Siddic/ should have known by 
this time that even though ope hour rule is thqre in case there are no 
Supplementary ^ueslions and t the questions are over before the first 
hohr, the ruie does not intend that I should postpone the debate with- 
out taking up the next business *1 do not think that this rule is man- 
datory that the first hour entirely must be devoted /o questions. It 
says that the first hour shall be available for question and I would inter- 
pret it to mean that the first hour will be available for. questions if the 
Speaker thinks that jt is reasonable to carry oq with questions up to 
,that period provided there are * sufficient supplementary questions. I 
do not think that it ih a mandatory provision that .the Speaker must 
allow the entire first .hour for questions. 

Regarding Mr. {tyedker’s consent to an adjournment motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSH/t S’ANYAL: *T was just looking, forward to the 
moment' when I could^ draw your, attention to the adjournment motion 
of which & notice has been giv?n by a member of this party. May I 
know what is the present position with regard to the motion? 

Mr. SPEAKER: J am considering the "point as to whether I should 
give my consent, or not, the reason therefor being that when the notice 
was given for the first c time it was not, moved. Then, ©n the second 
occasion it was also not brought, ,in. 1 have been seriously considering, 
whether in "the circumstances I should give my consent to it. 1 shall 
consider the point further to ‘see whether consent should be given on 
Monday nexh 

i 

THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
FOR 1937-38. 

bEMANCTFOR GRANT. 

I 

10 — Forests. 

• ^ 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikat): On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of R§. 11,27,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “10 — Forests.” 

Under the previous constitution forests including the preservation 
of game were a provincial matter but the powers of £he Provincial 
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Legislatures to make chaftges in forest* law were limited, liy the pre- 
sent constitution, however, this limitation has beei* reeved. 

Another important effect of the introduction of Provincial autonomy 
is that recruitment of officer# to the Indian Forest # Service has ceased. 
It is contemplated, therefore, to fcfrm a npw Provincial Forest Service, 
from which the higher posts in the l\ef)artmenif wiM eventually t>e 
filled ; and to make arrangements, in consultation with the*Governmfent 
of India, for the training of recruits»to this new service at Deiira Dun. 
These and other ^illied matters are subjects in which all Provinces are 
interested and il is* desirable that thou* should be unitonnity* with 
regard to the organisation and training of Provincial Forest Services 
throughout India. The Government of Indja have sugg^ste'd, and this* 
Government have agreed that there shoirid be a conference next October,^ 
of Provincial representatives, to discuss reorganisation proposals and 

secure uniformity. * * * 

• • * 

The most important question of policy with wlijeh this Dojwrtiiyeut 
are now confronted is how to tackle tjie evils resulting from the gradual 
disappearance <^‘ the forests of Western Beifgak • These evils are soil 
erosion, decrease infertility of the soil and nnjfe frequent occurrence 
of flood mid dijmiglit. It is admitted by all leading authorities that 
the evils consequent on wholesale ’demotion of ^forests are very great 
indeed. Experience has been similar ir/tliis resyeet all over the world, 
and all progressive Government nowadays are taking active steps not 
only to conserve existing forests, hut 1o reafforest denuded areas. %>il 
erosion means that the fertile top of layer containing tly> essential 
humus is washed away leaving the infertile sub-soil exposed. When 
rain falls on such land, the water qiyekly runs off, instead of soak- 
ing into the ground. T4ie result is hfavy flooding in The rains, with 
destruction of crops; utter drying up of the soil in the dry season; 
diminution in the flow of springs* and pefennial streams; silting lip of 
rivers; and the drying up even of large rivers, dvfringyHhe Summer. 
All this is accompanied hv decrease in the average humidity of the air, 
and increased evaporation .from the surface of the soil owing to Vhe 
greater dessicaAiiy* effect ot th^ wind; by increa^ng severity # of climate 
and by gradual diminution of cultivation. The final and inevitable 
result, in semi- artd regions, is tha? desert conditions supervene, alid 
the population rapidly decreases. Terracing fof Jiaddy cultivation to 
some extent* counteract the evils of forest destruction a;* the ridges 
hold up the water, and allow it to soak into the suL-soil. But there 
are large areas in West Bengal fahich have been, or are bej^f^tiVuded, 
without any terracing to hold up the rain water. ^These areas contain 
either timber or fire- wood or even good grazing for cattle. 

• 

It is a patter # of common knowledge that floods are more common 
and serioikjf in Burdwan district than they used to be. fThe Dnmodar 
in particular has degenerated. Its bed has silted up, and it shows a 
tendency to come down to disastrous flood whenever thefe is heavy rain 
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in the catchment area of the nf er. This deterioration in the Damodar 
is very largely /me* to the destruction of forests in the hills of Bihar, 
where the river has its soWTce. f • 

The Bihar Government has takei* up re-afforestation in earnest, and 
{ias macjg succ^sfi^ experiments in renovating denuded land. 

'It is hoptd that these measures taken in a sister Province will con- 
tinue. But this province musj follow suit, in the interests of the 
people, and to prevent what may eventually amount to a national 
disaster. • 

Some forest owners in West Bengal are taking a certain amount of 
care with their forests. Others, however, are gradually destroying 
their own valuable property or allowing it to be destroyed. 

They are likt n^en who live on their capital, # instead of making 
prudent investment and living on the interest. Unfortunately their 
loss is also the loss V)f the State. A national* asset is being, wasted, for 
once a tract of forest Jiarf* been deunded, it is a very expensive matter to 
re-afforest. Prevention in this case is better than curd. It is sounder 
policy to take steps ill good time ito preserve what remain^ than to 
allow the whole countryside to l>e laid Imre and then have to spend 

crores on ’undoing the mischief v 

* , < * 

This is the existing state of affairs, and Government hi'e anxiously 
considering What should be (\one, and how the state can effectively 
intervene in the interest of the country and the people as a whole. 

Government have not yet decided on the proper line of action, but 
in the meantime they are collecting facts and, figures about the eondi- 
dition and •manageiAent of private forests in West Bengal, and a pro- 
vision of Its. 2,120 has been made in* the current year’s budget for this 
purpose. In, this ♦connection, Sir, let me inform the House that we 
have decided, to appoint a committee to investigate into the matter. 

• Preservation of Gamy . — The next important question that is receiv- 
ing the a/tention of the department at ^present is the preservation of 
wild life. This is a matter of world wide interest and there have been 
conferences recently, all over the world. In lOtto, an aft-India Conference 
on the subject was lfcM at Delhi*. It ha^leen generally agreed in such 
confeTences*that the present game laws should be tightened up with a 
view to protect the rarer and more valuable forms of wild life from 
extinctlSfp^nd that stricter control should be exercised over the acti- 
vities of sportsnfen and shtkaris. Th^ Forest Department of Bengal are 
endeavouring to arrange for this 'stricter control. It is hoped that in 
these efforts they will receive increasing support from public opinion. 

Now, Sir/ I come to the budget. Previously Forest 'ujpenditure 
used to be shown under three heads, viz.: — (1) ‘*8— -Forest’* represent- 
ing revenue expenditure, (2) “52A — Forests — Capita/ outlay not 
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charged to revenue” repiesenting capi^l expenditure and $) “8A— 
Forest — Capital outlay charged to revenue” showing the capital expen- 
diture ultimately me4 from Provincial revenues. Interest was charged 
for capital expenditure even fcf R were from Provincial revenues. This 
commercial system of forest accotnting was Introduced iAm\ 1927-28 
under the orders of ttfe Secretary of Stkte. Recently, however, the 
system has been changed throughout .India. With effect from the 
budget for 1937-38, capital expenditure is no longer ‘to be separately 
shown in the budget, exce^ where such expenditure is inclined from 
borrowed loans. Np forest expenditure during the year 1937-38* is to 
be incurred from borrowed loans and hence no capital expenditure bus 
been separately shown in the current year’s budget estimate. * 

Estimated expenditure for the year *1937-38 . — the total demand for 
1937-38 is # Rs. 11,27,000. The totgl expenditure, inclusive of the* 
charged expenditure required to defray expenses h\ connection with the 
management of the Forest Department, is Bs. 15 lakhs and 93 thousand 
against the # budget and the* revised estimates of Ks. 15 lakhfi and* 42 
thousand and Rs. 14 lakhs and 99 thousand tesyectively for l§36-3?. 
Thus, there is %tn increase in the current year’s estimate by [Bs. 94 
thousand's compared to the revised estimate for*the year 1930-37. The • 
increase is mainly due to the following items ? * 

Rs. 

(1) Revision of the working plans gf the forests 
of the Darjeeling and* the Kurseong Forest 

Divisions • ... • 18,900 

(2) Revival of the second post of Conservator of 

of Forests, Bengal * * ..* * 31,361 

(3) Formation of a Working Plan Division * ... • 1,335 

(4) Collection of information regarding cutting*of 

forests in Western Bengal * ... • 2,120 

(5) Permanent staff in the office of the Forest * 

Utilisation Officer * * .... 554* 

(6) Deputation of three Forest Officers to* the* # * 

Forest Research Institute and* College at Dehra • * 

Dun for a refresher course * , # ... 1,000 • 

(7) Charges in England * * ... , *71,000 

• * 

Total *... / lr3fir l 270 

» » — 

With regard to (1), the preparation of forest working plans ip, 
commercially speaking, one of the most important matters in forest 
manage Without up-to-date working plans, no systematic manage- 
ment or Commercial exploitation of the forests is possible. Each Forest 
Division has its own Vorking plan which has to be periodically revised 
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(generall^ after 10 years). Jhe revision of the working plans for 
Darjeeling and {lur^eong Forest Divisions being now due, provision for 
the purpose has been made in the current year's budget. 

Revival ^of the^secopd post of Conservat of Forests , Bengal . — 
Regarding (2). — Prior to M*y 1933, there were two Conservators of 
forests ‘hi Bengal— We in charge of the Northern Circle and the other 
in 'charge of’ the- Southern Circle. As a result of the recommendation 
of the Bengal Retrenchment ( V> niVmttee, 1932, the post of the second 
Conservator of Forests, Bengal, was held^in abeyance for three years 
with effect from the 26th May 1933 with the approval of the Secretary 
of State foi;, India. The intention however was that the post should be 
revived when there w,as an improvement irf Prpvincial revenues or when 
.there were definite signs of increase of , forest revenue. These con- 
di lions have now bee/i fulfilled. 'Th? forest . revenue hao steadily 
improved since 7932^33, and there t was a net surplus of Rs. 4 lakhs 
43 1 thousand during 1935-36. In September 1935, the Conservator 
of Fp$'*sis, Bengal, submitted a proposal urging the revival of the 
pbst of second Con so wp tor in Bengal," and after very careful considera- 
tion, it waft decided hr the previous Government to accept this proposal. 

The reason which influenced Government was that »the aiha of the 
Bengal Government forests was tvd forge for one Conservator and that, 
in consequence insjiectjoii and tfapervisior were inadequate. This view 
was strongly * pressed by t he Inspector-General of Forests, who urged 
that- in no other Province was so large and scattered an area under one 
Conservator. Government had every reason to believe that the 
appointment, of the second Conservator would result in considerable 
improvement in forest management and consequently in forest revenue. 
The post therefore ^vas revived, with effect f r'om the 1st March 1937' 
with the approval of the Government of India. 

Regarding (3).— As already stated, the systematic management of 
forests is entirely dependent on working plans carefully prepared and 
periodically revised. The existing arrangement for compilation of 
wo'rking plans for divisions is that the work is entrusted to the Divi- 
sional For* st Officers in addition to their Ordinary duties. * This arrange- 
ment however is not satisfactory. f The work of preparing and revising 
porking plans is highly specialised a fid involves considerable field work, 
besides collection apd tabula item of data obtained from records of 
experiment s*Vxt ending over many years and observations on the ground. 

' It is nqt possible "for a Divisional Forest Officer to prepare an efficient 
working plJlp and qt the same time to manage his division efficiently. 
Experience has jfhown this*conclusivelv, both in Bengal and elsewhere. 
Other Provinces have,. already formed working plan Circles under a 
^Conservator of Forests. The Bengal Forest Dej5artnfent h$ve decided, 
for the preseijt. not to adopt this more expensive arrangement, but ‘to 
form a Working Plan division under an officer off the rank of Divisional 
Forest Officer. . ‘ 
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Regarding (4). — Already explained. 

Forest Utilisation officer . — Regarding (5). — Before M931, a post of 
Forest Utilisation Officer existed but work was done by a Divisional 
Forest Officer in addition to his own duties — an unsatisfactory arrange- 
ment. The duties of 1 his officer ike like those of the Working Plan 
Officer, of a specialised had, and are difficult and k^borftws. Ujs main* 
function is to find markets for forest produce. He has to make arrange- 
ments with railways for the supply of sleepers and with merchants for 
the supply of timber and aaiscellaneous forest produce — even more 
important sources of .forest revenue than sleepers. He has also to^nake 
arrangements, on behalf of Divisional Forest Officers, with railways and 
steamer companies as regards freight. In other words, he is the depart- * 
mental salesman. The * Forest Department is a coiftmercial concern and * 
must have an efficient sales organisation* It became very obvious that 
Divisional forest Officers -could not. look* after thXiy* finest s and at the 
same time make all* the "arrangement for the sale of forest produce. 
In 1931, therefore, a whffie*time officer was apjxiitfited as thd lfoi^st 
Utilisation tlfficer. In 1932, the* Bengal ljc4renchment Uommittet 
recommended tlait the post should be abolished. Government could 
not agree to this draertie retrenchment but undertook to’w&tch the work 
of this officer vA*y closely and to abylish tbe pest if the results of his 
work were not satisfactory. In the end, howevdV, the utility of this 
whole-lime post was conclusively established. Statistics regarding sales 
o 4 ’ forest ]>roduce effected through the agency of this officer duiing 
1932-1931) will illustrate this:* — 

• Its. 


For the year ending February ^1932 
For 1932-33 
For 1933-34 
For 1934-35 


. 17,000 
1 $3,255 
2,56,362 
3,88,083 


Eventually it was decided by Government that tfye |X)st should be retail- 
ed permanently^ with effect .from 1st November 1935 and there is no 
doubt whatever that this decision was from V very point* of view sound. 

Having decided*to make tbe j>osi fx*rmanent, Government must alffo^ 
see that the Forest Utilisation Office m properly Organised. During 
t.he experimental period, the l^orest Utilisation officer carded on Jhe 
work somehow with only one typist clerk. It is now proposed to allow 
him a permanent establishment bf one Ranger, two clerks^ antt\ three 
peons. • » 

Refresher course for Forest Officers * — Regarding (6). — The refresher 
course is intended 4or existing officers and for a period of a fortnight * 
only. Not ipore than three officers in a year are to be deputed for the 
course. .estimated expenditure of Rs. 1,000 represents the travel- 
ling allowance of the officers to be deputed. * 
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Char^$ m England. — Regjsyding (T). — Tfcis does not represent any 
additional new ^expenditure. With effect from 1937-38, all English 
transactions, With the exception of those representing genuine sterling 
liabilities or assets, are to be brought £o account in the appropriate 
service hea'J as if 'they ' were transactions in fndia. The former prac- 
tice of ^ebiting f in £he Home 1 Accounts has to be discontinued. A new 
minor fiead /‘Charges in England” has accordingly been opened. 
(Please see page 42 read with page 47 of the Financial Statement, 
Bed Book.) ' * f 

The items mentioned account for an increase o^ fis. 1 lakh and 26 
thousand in the current year’s estimate of expenditure. The actual 
total increase js Its. 1,54,000. The balance of Its. 28 ,*000 is partly due 
r to annual increments of pay of restablishment and partly to minor items. 

Review of forest receipts. — ' 10*— Receipts ” — The Forest Department 
»«arns a very subrta.q.fcval profit in normal times. The effect of the recent 
trade depression, however, has been financially disastrous. In the year 
19)$-30, the year immediately preceding f tile depression, the Depart- 
ment yielded a grosg revenue of Rs. 31 lakhs while the surplus of 
revenue over expenditure was Its. 14 lakhs. In 1930-31 surplus fell to 
Bs. 61 lakhs. Owin^ to continued slump in th’e timber market fall 
continued. 1933-34 wits the most disappointing year ‘ from the stand- 
point of 'forest receipts, the gross receipts being only Rs. 15 lakhs. 
The Department however pvodured a surplus of Its. 61 thousand. In 
1934-35 the, forest Revenue showed definite improvement, the total 
receipts for the year being Rs. 17 lakhs '82 thousand. In 1935-36 they 
rose to Its. 20 lakhs and 10 thousand. On the assumption that trade 
conditions would not deteriorate the budget estimate for 1936-37 was 
fixed at Its. 20dakhs and 2 thousand, but the progress of actuals showed 
that the yield would at least he lower than the previous years, by nearly 
two lakhs. The revised figure for receipts has accordingly been fixed 
at Rs. 18 lakhs .and 13 thousand. Following the revised figure for 
1936-37, the estimate of receipts for the current year has been fixed at 
lls. 18 lakhs and 23 thousand and we expect to close the year with net 
surplus of Rs.‘2 lakhs and 20 thousand. Unfortunately, the improve- 
ment in forest feceipfs is not so great a’s to promise c an early return to 
t^.e >ields which prior to 1930 were considered as ^ normal. The only 
safe course is to assume that the standard reached during the previous 
year will be maintained. Hence, the current year's estimate has been 
fixed at Rs. 18 laklu and 23 thousand. 

Mr. fM**AKEPS Before Mr. Rai Chaudhuri begins I would just 
like to tell the Leaders ' of the different groups that, we have got 
forests, Excise, Registration, Other Taxes and Duties, Miscellaneous 
Stationery & Printing, Ports & Pilotage and various other demands. 
We have barely tow hours to-day and two and a quarter hours on 
Monday. So unless there is a self-denying ordinance ou*The part of 
the speakers and unless the Leaders of different groups exercise their 
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influence over their parties, I anl rffraid the result will be* that 
important matters like “Other Taxes and Duties”** in which the 
Tobacco Tax issue has been»rajsed and “Miscellaneous”, and “Porta 
and Pilotage”, where lf^)Our # issues have been # rais<*d, will Jiave to be 
locked out. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, I bSg to move 

that the demand of Es. 11,27,000 under •the head “Forests” be reduced 
by Re. 100, in order to raise a discussion about inefficiency of the 
departmental work t)f exploitation of forest produce. 

1 have at tli£ same time to move motion No. 800, ^viz.*, that the* 
said demand be reduced by Rs. 31,361 ijL order to reduce establishment. 

Sir, whatever may be tile old. and approved budget practice* I 
maintain fliat forests 'in* Bengal cannot be prcpjarl^ described as ft 
major head of revenue. •Under the head “Forest” our revenue never 
exeeeed Rs. 30 lakhs exCejft for a brie£ spell. oF 4 years alit^ eften 
went below twenty. What is thip amount with the amount 

of Rs. .40 lakhs* and more earned by the United Provinces ot the Cen- 
tral Provinces or Madras, or 1{§. 50 lakhs *and more earned by 
Bombay? Wh?n therefore, our .province and provincial establish- 
ments in the Forest Department are couymred wit\ the other provinces, 

1 think only misleading statements alid irtifair. comparisons are made. 
Yet, Sir, 1 do believe that our forests are no negligible assets. 
Extending over nearly 11 tlAmsand square miles^ and covering about 
more than 14 per cent, of the total area of the province, teeming with 
a large variety of valuable timber and producing almost an inexhaust- 
ible supply of fuel, not ^o speak of a Variety of^minor ’produce which 
yields thousands, if not lakhs, of rupees, certainly our forests are 
not an' insignificant proposition. 'That is' quite true, but at the same 
time we find that where nature has been bountiful, mmi has been 
bungling and bungling grievously. ' 

Now, Sir, let us consider the work of the exploitation of the 
forests. Of t&e *total area ufader Forests, ne%rly oone-thfrd — about 
3,500 miles forms the unclassed % forests. This area has *nev$r 
been tapped, never been developed and not even fyeen fully surveyed.* 
In the remaining two-thirds, our exploiTcltion of forest work is limited, 
tmd it is just for that purpose that we maintain t a disproportionately 
heavy establishment and we maintain it not to earn revenue* as I 
shall presently show, but rather to eat up^ all our tyres? wirfduses. 
0\\f forests are truly going to he a very big service tenure and nothing 
more. Take, for instance, the work of departmental exploitation d 
forest produce. In spi 0 te of all the praise that has been showered on 
the Utilisation Officer the net result is the revised budget for 1936-37 
announces the abandonment of departmental extraction. If depart- 
mental extraction ceases, for what purpose does the Utilisation Officer 
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remain? not his post renBe^ed^. a mere sinecure then? The fact is 

that the prodyc;to of our departmental extraction are far too costly to 

find a market. . 

* 

Then, Srlr, thes6 remarks will apply equally to the work done by 
Government agency in general, to whichever "sphere you may look. 
In< the Forest Department, Sir, there are two circles — the Northern 
Circle and the Southern Circle. The Northern Circle comprises the 
Darjeeling, the Kurseong, the Kalimpong, the Buxa and the Jalpai- 
guri divisions; and the Southern Circle comprises the Sundarbans, 
the Chittagong and the Chittagong Hill Tracts divisions in the main 
and the Dacca -Narayang^nj Range also. Of the two circles the 
Northern Circle is the more official ridden area. But while the 
Northern Circle earned Rs. 10 lakhs or Snore — I am referring to the 
report for the year p 1^^5-3G, which is the latest' report ^vailkble and in 
that report you will see that the Northern Circle raised a revenue of 
Rs.* } 0,48, 000 — the ^ total expenditure was* as much as Rs. 8,83,000, 
yielding a surplus ofonty Rs. 1,65,000. Not to speak of the Southern 
Circle, but taking tht* Sunderbans Division alone, it will be seen 
that it raised Rs. 3,13,000 hut as the expenditure was Rs. 3,05,656 
only tli- surplus was Rs. 2,12,601. Thus, Hie Sundarbans Division 
— only (me division *of the Southern Circle — which got the least 
benefit of government/' agency 'work, yielded more surplus than the 
whple of the'Northeiji Circle. Not only that. Looking to the North- 
ern Circle in particular what do we see?- Compare Buxa with Jalpai- 
guri, Buxa had the benefit of larger Government agency work *, 
in spite of that the Jalpaiguri Division, though nearly half as big as 
Buxa, yielded in 1935-36 Rs. 4 2,89,000, but Buxa twice as big as 
Jalpaiguri yielded 0nly Rs. 3,27,000. What is more in Buxa there' 
was an expenditure of Rs. 1 ,98,000 and hence it yielded a surplus of 
Rs. 1 ,29,00(\ only. As against that the Jalpaiguri Division in spite of 
its lesser area' 'and revenue yielded a surplus of Rs. 1 ,60,000. That, Sir, 
is the value of our Government agency work. Surely this is a plan 
of devouring the yield and surplus of forest revenue, and not a plan 
of developing oftf forest at ‘all. And in the present Tdfcurn stances the 
er tablishment is absorbing <50 to GO per cent, of tfieGotal expenditure 
*as against 40 per / tint, spent for' the development*, of the forests. 
Certainly* there caiP'be no justification for such heavy expenditure to 
run the administration at the cost of the forests themselves. 

With. these remarks, Sir, let me pass on to the question of the 
new appointments and the new services that are going to be provided 
{or in the budget. Let me take the heaviest item relating to the 
second Conservator of Forest. This appointment means a recurring 
expenditure of more than Rs. 30,000 a year. The Hon’lAe Minister 
in charge has deliberately attempted to mislead the House about this 
appointment. * Let me re-state what he says. Tie says that before 
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1932 our forests had tw<* conservaWs# Jmt he forgets to ^11 us one 
thing, viz., that our forests were ui%ler the supervision of one conser- 
vator all along and that it was only in the year 1927 tha/ the Secretary 
bf State in view of the large Avenue that was yielded in that year 
and in view of the inllstence of the Inspehtor-fteneral * of Forests 
sanctioned the appointment of the secomt* Conscr\|itof. Thew f post of 
the second Conservator of Forests hath only a brief span of life for 
four or five years only. There was* a Second Conservator only from 
1927 to 1932. Now what vws the recommendation of the Retrench- 
ment Committee — the Swan Committee — regarding this very appoint- 
ment? Permit jnb, Sir, to read the paragraph from the Report as it 
will make everything clear. # “Formerly' ’ the Report “the forest* 

divisions of Bengal formed one circle antler one conservator. For a* 
long time the Department * had b^n • pressing,, on Government the 
desirability of dividing* the province into two cfhdesf” because more 
jjprsons could be provided with high salaries if the forests could be 
divided into two circles *wtth a conservator fur 'each. The* Report 
continues: “The surplus of revenue over, •expenditure rose frond 
Rs. 8 lakhs in 1919-20 to Rs. 10 lakhs in m5-26.3ml.Rs. 14 lakhs in 
1920-27. With thesfl figures before it the scheme for the appointment 
of a Second Conservator was accept#^ by Government with tlfe sanc- 
tion of the Secretary of State and ppt into effect from November 
1927”. So, # before that there was no Second* Conservator, lip to 

1929- 30 the department continued to d»how a Substantial surpfui. 

But the receipts fell from R£ 33 lakhs in 1927-2$ to Rs. lakhs in 

1930- 31 and now the receipts have fallen further to Rs. 18 lakhs 
onh . 

• * . • 

. (At this stage the member reached jhe time-liny t.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: 

minutes. 


Mr. Rai Cluuidhuri? you can* have another fiv* 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : ‘Here T* may remind 
the House, thsft tfie Swan* Cmnmittee made thfcir neport 4fhen our 
forest revenue s t tood at Rs. 23 lalghs, hut now it has dropped 
Rs. 18 lakhs. *- Yel this is how th£> Swan Comryit^ee concluded their* 
recommendation * ** • • 

* • 

“In these circumstances, we do not consider fhat.the retention of 
the second post of Conservator • can be justified, and we commend 
that it should be dispensed with until the earnings of*the department 

again approach the figures of 1 92?-2f* and 1926-27.” 

• • 

Now, Sir, the question is what were the earnings of the depart- 
ment in 192&-27? In 1926-27 they were about Rs. 31*24, 000; the 
year befool 925-26) eve had a revenue of Rs. 28,56,000 and not 
Us. 18 lakhs 23 thousands which has been budgeted this vast* Tn 
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earn the iLvenue ol Rs. 28 lakhs 5ft thousands in 1925-26 there was an 
expenditure ofeoniy Ks. 12,33, OpO and not Es. 16 lakhs to earn 
18 lakhs as we have budgeted this year. r We had therefore a surplus 
of Es. 16,23,000 in the year 1925-26* and in 1926-27 as we had a 
revenue of c Rs. 31,24,000 and an Expenditure of Es. 13,90,000, we 
had a surplus fii nearly Es? ^17,34,000. Do we budget for a surplus 
of* Es. 16 lakhs or Rs. 17 lakhs this year? Not at all. We now 
budget for a surplus of only Its. «‘3 lakhs odd and yet we are going to 
provide for a second conservator. In \*iew of th^ definite recom- 
mendation of the Swan Committee there can be.no justification for 
the revival or retention of this post and I suggest * that it should be 
abolished altogether.^ t 

'• With these remarks I commend my qpt motion to the acceptance 
of the House. f , 


. Maujlvi AZHAR AL I : Sir, forest is # a jsource of income to the 
Government. From bur very ^oung life we have been given to 
understand that lhe r * Forest, Excise/ and Stamps are the main sources 
of revenue to the Government. Now living in politics when we turn 
to the pages of the budget estimates we find that w our idea of the 
earlier djjys is not gsing to be realised. We find that the forests are 
not yielding as much, as we cf.i^ expect,, They are nature’s bountiful 
gift, we can say; Ipf what do we expect from Government? We 
expect that 'with a small expenditure we should get a greater revenue 
by which «-the country may be (benefited. But what the Government 
are actually doing? We find that the Forest Department is kept only 
to maintain .some high-salaried officers, and most of the income is 
swallowed up in t\f.e * administration of the 'Forest Department. We 
know that, forests give us timbers, bamboos, straws, stones, and many 
ether things. (llai Harkndka 5s t ath Ciiaudhubi : Honey.) (A 
voice: Ev&n white elephants!) Yes, as my friends say, honey, 
elephants, and many other jcinds of wild animals. But what is the 
Department doing? There are contractors who, practically, make 
some sort- of awmngeinent^.if I am permitted to say t.so; by which they 
njanqge to get properties \%orth a^huge amount, paying only a nominal 
revenue to Government. If we compare the forest income of this 
Government with /hat of - the owners, of private forests, under the 
Rajas in Assam, w<* can safely say that the Government of Bengal 
are practically lieglecting this Department. These forests are practi- 
cally defy *t© nature, and what is left after the ravages done by nature 
or climatic intfuences, Government .go there to pick it up. We bear 
(from the Hon’ble Minister that/ a second Conservator of Forests is 
required, but we do not find the necessity fof a second Conservator, 
if we go thiough the report of the Retrenchment Committee. ‘No 
doubt, the forests of Bengal are scattered ovef a big area'-^ractically 
over the whole province of Bengal. The duty df a Conservator is not 
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such that an increase in ]he numb A of Conservators will improve the 
area under forests or the management of the Fdredk^ Department 
In nay humble opinion, I wcgild like to suggest that, instead of 
increasing the number ^of Conservators, the # nun^ber of # re sponsible 
officers of some* lower grades, who can tjike over the direct manage- 
ment and control of the forests, should the increased. There 1 is grosl 
mismanagement in collection, as well hs in the cutting* of timbers* 
We have heard a long list given by the Hon’ble Minister 

(At this stag# the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat. ) • 

Mr. PRABHUDAYAL rflMATSINCKA: M* SpoSker. Sir, my* 
honourable friend Rai Haremlra Natjh Ohaudhuri was pointing out f lie* 
heavy expenditure incurred by the Forest ljepartment. He also 
pointed out why the p*)st of Second Conservator of Forests was 
unnecessary. He also d*e\i your attention to .the Swan Committee’s 
report, but* before he concluded, unfortunately, liis time was tTp. I, 
Sir, want to continue from where he stopped. *The Swan Committee 
further reported thai, 22 superior officer* wjvihb'h# necessary, but we , 
find fro A the budget estimates t fiat 29 superior officers liryve been 
retained. Not only has their numbed not been deduced, buk we find 
that tlie Hon’ble Minister has* suggeM#d ihat the post of the Utiliza- 
tion Officer should also be madte permanent, although the Swan Com- 
mittee recommended that thi$ post should be abolished. So, what is 
the position now, if you look to the gross income and grots expendi- 
ture? The forests produce timber, grass, elephants, and other kinds 
of animals, which also are included under *the liepd “Forests”. 
Urovernment, themselves* sell property worth 'about Its. .18,90,000, 
and to effect this sale of property worth* about lfy lakhs they spend 
about 16 lakhs, and yet the Hon’ble Minister has t§ld u^ that this is 
a Department which is run on commercial lines. Ask aitj£ commercial 
house and it will condemn outright the sale of properties worth 0 

19 lakhs with 16 lakh£ (sic). Formerly, the expenditure on 1 

conservancy and bn beads for*tlie improvement Vf forbsts \#as in the 
proportion of thr^e- fifths to two-fiUhs # iir salary. But what do we 
find in the present budget? We find that more.tjian 51 per cent, of* 
the expenditure, i.e., 9 lakhs,* is spenT^ merely ofi estahl^slfment. I 
am sorry, Sir, the percentage is 54; I was wroi^ in mentioning* 51 % 
only. About 6 lakhs only is spent on the improvement and conserve 
tion, etc., of forests. So, the proportion ngw is jUst^rev^rs# 1 ’. *What 
ussd to be spent on the improvement of forests and their pfoduces 
and products is now kept at the same figure, tfut the establishment 

charge has kicreased considerably, so much so that it comes to about 

54 ‘per ce^J I do not think, Sir, you will find any othef department, 
whether in ^ny commercial house or anywhere else, where such a 
heavy establishment is kept. As a matter of fact, I tfiink there are 



1030 


DEMAND FOE GRAM 1 . [4th Saw., 

a number'of districts where expenditure is more than the.' income. I 
do not know,f»Slr, Why the number of the superior 1 officers cannot be 
reduced. More than one district whi^h'are teas important from the 
point of view of forest Department may placed m* charge of one 
forest Officer Divisional forest Officer^ X think that is done in some 
provinces, Bihar fcfr example*, and I do not see any ‘reason why that 
should not fee done in Bengal. It i& absolutely necessary that the 
establishment charges should he reduced ^so that there may be more 
net savings to this province that we find at the present moment. The 
Ilon’ble Minister has told us that when the gross income was 33 lakhs 
. establishment cost about 15 lakhs. So, there is no r^afeon wfyy, when 
the gross revenue 1ms fallbn from 33 lakhs . to nearly 18 lakhs, the 
* same expenditure on establishment and on such other heads should be 
kept up. If your ^lcome has decreased, .you should reduce your 
expenditure in the' same proportion. Assam has done the same 
thing. *An a matter of fact, there are cert* im departments, and I think 
the Hon ’hie Minister „knows it}' having some connexioh with the 
business — 1 mean tile* sleeper business — railway sleepers and not the 
slippers that we piYt' <tn pur feet — which seem to be wasteful. They 
sell smpll quantities of sleepers for which they employ officers and 
supervisors for the ‘preparation * of sleepers ami for their disposal. 
They do not take into account* the Wge expenditure in preparing 
these sleepers in supervision, f etc., and the department ’tries to com- 
pete with ordinary businessmen and other contractors. And the result 
is that 1 u 

(At tliis stage, the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) * . c ' 

, c * 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi F/VZLUL. QUADIR: Sir, at the very out- 
set I beg to point v out to the House that the total income of the Depart- 
ment is Es. f >8,23,000 and the total expenditure Rs. 15,93,000, leaving 
a ( surplus ipf Rs. 2,30,000 for the current year. There is a gradual 
increase of expenditure as will appear from' page VIII of the Explana- 
tory Meifioramhrm. During the year* 1930-37 the ( expenditure was 
Rs. -14,93,000, while the expenditure propose^ for 1937-38 is 
'Rs. 15,93,000. Thjs, means just an increase of a lakh of rupees over 
the figure pf last yiar, and ffeis expenditure is, as has been explained 
to-day, prabably due to a provision being made for a second Conserva- 
tor ofc Forests, for which an extra allotment of Rs. 31,301 has been 
»ade,’“ au'f *for .other new works and improvements. To justify the 
appointment of the additional Cpnservator, the Hon’ble Minister .has 
©aid that there has been an increase in receipts also, but, Sir, we 
find no increase in receipts as compared with the figures of 1935-36, 
1930-37. The receipts for the year 1935-36 amounted to Rfe^2O,lO,0OO, 
and for 1936-37, Rs. 18,13,000. It appears, therefore, that there has 
been a decrease in receipts amounting to Rs. l,97,00j[) during these 
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two years, but, Sir, in spite of tlks ^ .second Conservator /of Forests 
has l^een appointed. * If, Sir, thislpecond Conservator had not been * 
appointed, the probable saving of Rs. 2,30,000 eoulfl^ave been in- 
creased. I dA not think, that* for an income of 2 lakhs, Government 
are justified j&, realizing "Rs. 13* lakhs fronf the* poor jfbasantry of 
Bengal so as to. pay about Rs. 15 lakhs *to the ofljoew of thp. Depart- 
ment. • 0 • 

Sir, before the introduction of Die# Forests Act forests used to be 
managed by th% khas mahals. I think, therefore, that the Forests 
Department should be abolished and transferred to the khas mahal 

under the Collator as before. 

. • •' • 

In this connexion, I* would like t# speak a lew words about the 

oppiession of the forest officers— particularly I want to draw your 
attention to the sufferings of Iho poor peusaiftp* in the district of 
Chittagong. These podr agriculturists have to pass sleepless night 
after nigl^t. in the fields # in order to •protect their crops •from* the 
lavages of wild animals. Thesa people sl^efi op the maehan to pro- 
tect their crbps in the cold of November, and December. The 
depieda^ion that is* most dangerous is that o? the elephants, which 
turn out into the fields during l^ir^est times.* There are instances of 
8oin e people having been killed in tlip paddy fields in the Mi strict of 
Chittagong, . but neither the "Forests* Department nor the Government 
have taken any steps to prevent these animals frXm coming down «Upon 
the agriculturists and damping their crops or even killing them. 
Then, Sir, there are thousands of pigs there, and it is very difficult 
to protect the crops from them. The people # of the locality or the 
# agriculturists are prohibited from entering th<j resent forests with 
guns without licence to kill wild elephants or ofher aniirtals with a 
\iew to protect their crops. -Under tlu* Cattle Trespass Act, people 
can seek relief in the criminal courts, but in thif caso where pigs, 
elephants, and other wild animals come out of the forests and cause 
ha voc with crops there ia, no relief of any kind, for po case will# lie* 
before any court of law arid po compensation ^ill be awarded by that 
court. * 

9 • . • • • 

Cultivators are also greatly hftndicapped on, # agcount of the oppres- 
sions of forest officers. 

There is another thing. Even when these wild animals enter* 
into their fields for damaging*crops, the people cannot Hera or 
knock them down then and there; if they enter *the forests, the 
cultivators cannot pursue them and kill them for in that case they 
will come under the laF. * 

* Again^Sir, the border line between a reserve forest and paddy 
fields, etc., is not cleared annually, for people are prohibited from 
clearing the iungle "which grow rapidly along this bdrder line. The 
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result is wat wild animals vei^, frequently jump upon the cultivators 
* in the paddy fields from the jun gWi and cause damage to both life and 
property. f * f * 

« 

There is another point. As I have sild, forests encroached upon 
agricultural land and thousands of acres of arable land have thus 
cbme to'hrave beSn included in, the reserve forest: this has reduced the 
extent of cultivation. So that,' while the population goes on increas- 
ing by leaps and bounds, their, sphere of earning their livelihood is 
being restricted by this unnecessary absorption of cultivable land by 
the forests. While the animals run from the juhgle to the paddy 
' field or oth^r crop field and destroying the crop, again run away into 
the jungle if ahy pe^on ofrase them and*' by ohance enter into the 
jungle they are liable to prosecution. Sq„ Sir, the position is very 
difficult, especially for the people ‘of the villages adjacent to the 
jungle. 

• 0 * 

• • f 

. Mr.°R. H. FERGUSON; Mr. Speaker, 1 had no intention to take part 
in this debate this morping, but the honourable member Who moved this 
resolution spoke about fhat .part of North Bengal in' which 1 h^ye spent 
about 28 years of my life. He hay pointed out the small profit made 
by the Forest Department coippared with their expenditure. On 
looking into the figures".! find that the profit of the Forest Department 
against the expenditure amounts to about 11 per cent. Most business 
houses of this province would be quite glatl at the present time if Ihey 
could show* as good a dividend. He has also referred to the large 
receipts during the years 11)23-1929 and the fall in the receipts from 1930 
onwards. , * » 

1 belong to the tea industry and I may say that one of the biggest 
purchasers of forest produce ‘in North Bengal are the tea gardens. 
From 1923 tcf J.921? all the tea gardens were making good profits and 
as they were lloing very well, f they bought extensively from the Forest 
'Department not* only tifnber, but bamboo and other products. They 
incurred ajarge expenditure, on the purchase'of forest pr6ducts. From 
1930 opwards they struck tips depression and their expenditure had to 
fie Curtailed with the result that the expenditure on forest produce was 
also curtailed. That* f t!here wsfeni loss oi revenue during the past few 
yeart was ndt due to qny fault of the officers of the Forest Department. 

The 'honourable member also referred to the Buxa and Jalpaigun 
divisions. * *lfe sdd'that the Buxa division was three times the size 
of the Jalpaiguri division but the profits from the Buxa division were 
mtich less than that f pm Jalpaiguri division. Buxa division is a poor 
timber area mostly, whereas Jalpaiguri division is a rich timber area. 
In Jalpaiguri f there are a large number of tea gardens ; wttle in the 
Buxa division there are few tea gardens and therefore it has never 
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been properly exploited, particularly ^ecause there is*no one t/purchase 
the commodities. 

• 

I should like to inform fhe* House what the Forest Department 
is now doing in the waj* of reafforestation. Any tme wha has gone 
round the forests of North Bengal cannot hut be surprised at tlie # 
extensive work that is going on there and as a result of (he work tlipt 
has been put in Bengal in future years will benefit. # 

• * • 

One honouratje member % raised the question of the sale of sal 
sleepers to the railways. Most of the forest officers are mv friends 
and I know thai it is a fact that it has been difficult to pet Indian 
Railways to use sleepers from Bengal. Recently one dr two tenders 
have been received from the Railways if! Bengal and it is some conso-® 
lation to know that tfye sal sleepers *pf Bengal are at least being 
appreciated. * # * , • 

The question of the cesteof the second Conservator also arises and 
has been brought up. No industry in the eWorld • can be carried on 
without supervision and without some one being responsible for directing 
its operation. 1 sometimes feel that i> is^jveil ’ftortfi paxing for a 
directorate to (%rry on the business properly and efficieu 1 1> nyd it is 
false economy to cut down the establishment in ifny way. W,ith these 
few words I resume my seat. • * * • -• 

Maulana MD. MANIRUZZ/XMAN I8 L'AMABaSi : Spok*e in Bengali 
of which the following is an English translation * • 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to speak a few words about the unlawful 
oppression and activities of the officer.# under the Forest' Department. 
TVople condemn the lapses of the poHce, but f,ha officers .under the 
Forest Department have outstripped evenjtlie police^in this respect. I 
have 15 complaints to make, viz.: (1) In the Chittf}gong Hill Tracts, 
cotton, various kinds of fine timbers, bamboos, hemp, e»ne and other 
things grow in abundance. The articles are exported from the Chit la- t 
gong Hill Tracts to the Chittagong Port down the I&irnafuli river. 
There are three lull-stations within the Cfwitagdng Hill Tracts. The 
toll or tax payable to the Forest Department is collected when.the^e 
exported articles pass through the* first station. ^ Cotton is packed in* 
bamboo baskets and transited either in or rafis made of •bamboos. 

‘It is the rule to pay for each basket one pice as, tax and one pic»* as 
emolument or bribe for the Babus (officers). No tax* is to be yaid at 
the second station, 'but the emoluments for the Babus ar« *ip variably 
realized. The third station is Qbandraglmna. Here too no • toll is 
charged but the one pice for the Babus has toJbe paid without fail. 
Thus, for example, a person carrying one thousand baskets of cotton to 
the Chittagang Port has to pay Rs. 15-10 as toll and ®Rs. 40-14 as 
emoluments lor the Ba'ltus. Thus three or four times the actual amount 
of toll payable to the Government are charged for the emoluments of 
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the (joveViment officers. (2) A' m/n takes out* a pass for cutting bamboos 
on the hill. while returnii/' home in the evening wilii his bundle 

of bamftbos from the liill he is intercepted on the' way and harassed by 
the forest guard for money. And when ^ie produces his pass the guard 
retorts — “Well, you have "the pass* for cutting 'bamboos, but none for 
^cutting the credperiwith whfcji you have ibound your bundle of bamboos. 
You will Iwe to pay fines for tutting creepers without any pass.” How 
is it possible for anybody to put up with such zylum ? (3) Many persons 

possess lands and jots abutting on the for&t boundary^ as also, at places 
within zig-zag lines defining the forest limits. When they cut trees, 
bamboos, etc., from these lands and carry them home r the forest guards 
harass them and extort mcpiey from theituon the false pretext that they 
t are taking away articles which belonged to the Government forest and 
not to their land and jots. (4) Many persons take out leasgs for hemp 
fields. Now, as#tb“y reap hemp from' their fields and curry it home the 
guards stop them on the way and extort mfmey from them. Again, 
when a^person take's his cattle to the reserve" forest for grazing wdth a 
pass obtained for the purpose, £he .guards find out various pretexts, 
such as, the presence of a calf with a cow and consequent increase in the 
number of heads sah&ioaed/for making illegal 'exactions. t (5) Wild 
animals from the Reserve Forest damage the crops on lands lying close 
to the forest. And This is not the only scourge from which the poor 
peasants suffer. Ferocious Mid Carnivorous animals straying out of the 
Reserve Forfest devoir cattle ..and goats belonging to the peasants and 
even kill human beings. If any peasant fire a gun for scaring away 
the wild dnimals aifd if any of these happens to lbe struck by a bullet 
and runs into the Reserve Forest and dies there, he will have to face 
the most crucial ordeal. Forest officers will arrest and send him up for 
trial on the ground that lie entered the Reserve Forest and shot down 
the animal. And^the fun About legal actions taken by the Forest 
Department^ is that the accused receives one sort of punishment for 
pleading guikty and twice as much for pleading not guilty and defend- 
ing himself. Hence, the oppression of the Forest Department has 
become unbearable to men. 

(The member, having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

« 

The Hon’ble Mr. PR AMU N A DEJB RAIKAT: Sir, ,1 have been 
attacked by my friend Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri as regards the 
heavy expenditure in the Forest Department. May I tell him that our 
forest* comprises of 120,000 square miles that is to say one-sixth of the 
total area of tly» province and our is ene of the biggest forests in ln<]ia. 
I may say" that* Bihar with 5,880 square miles of forest has one Chief 
Conservator and three Deputy Conservators and five r Assistant Conser- 
vators and thre Punjab with 4,736 square miles of reserve f<$pest and *453 
square miles unclassed forest maintains one Chief Conservator and three 
Circle Conservators. I have already informed tte Hoqse of the state 
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of affairs in Bengal in connection mtlf the south a*nd western Bengal 
forests in njy opening speech. 1 

Now, Sir, with regard td the* appointment of the seconJ Conser- 
vator of Forest, I may say that thye is a lot of, work for hii*i aH(l whdfc 
we get this proposal sanctioned, I intgjlj} putting hyn in charge 8f 
western Bengal. • * B 

With regard to theJForest Utilisation Officer, he too is very essen- 
tial for exploiting these vifct forests and looking after the sale of 
timber and other products of the forests. Unless you have stifcli an 
officer, it wouhl not be possible to get good revenue. I will just 
explain the reason why we a,v e abolished* the establishment of this* 
officer. The establishment has been abolished as it was too heavy 
charge on # the State, and to avoid* it vte are carrying on the business 

through contnfbtors. * ^ *.• » 

* • ' 

Mr. Hasliem Ali lia.% a^o complained about expenditure. I yiny 
say, Sir, that the work of the Forest Department. is very heavy* and 
if you want to ^well the revenue,* the forest ’shouM be maintained in a 
proper condition and improved, in order to t^)'*tiiat* you must, have 
proper supervising officers. It would be a wgmg policy to do away 
with the post of Second Conservaft)]? <vf Forest. • B 

Lt.-Col. Farguson has justmow informed the* House how the Forest 
Department is working in the Duars and in spi^ of doirtj£ good \york 
we are not getting the same amount of revenue as we used to do some 
years ago, especially in 1930-31, on account of tlie depression. 

It will be a wrong policy to cut down the expenditure under these 
heads, 1 mean highly paid officers. We want Jirain work and at the 
same time we want work. If these officers do nSt prove Worth their 
salt, it is in your hands to see whether thfcse officers are wanted or not. 
So 1 request my honourable friend ltai Harendra Nath {’haudhuri to 
withdraw his motion. * 

The motion of ltai Harendra Nath Cfiaudhuri that lie demand *be # 
reduced by R$. JOO (ineffibieiMcy of departmental work of exploitation 
ot forest produce) was put and lost. 

The motion tlfat a sum of Its. 11,27,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the hpad “10 — Forests”* was put'ffCRi earned. 

8 — Proyinciat Excise. * 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT'. Mr. Spdbker, Sir, 
ofl the recommendation of His Exceilency the Governor I beg lo move 
that a sum of Rs. 17,77,000 be granted for expenditure under the he&d 
‘‘8 — Provincial Excise”. # 

MaulvHTAMIZUDDlN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
the motions IJos. 848 and 849 that stand in my name.* 
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Sir, ftajit oi all so far as motion 848 is concerned, my object is to 
raise the broad;* question of policy* of the Excise Department, I . mean 
the policy of prohibition. Sir, so'f^^s the past Government was con- 
cerned, when this Question used to be n raised and discussed in the 
GounciMhe usual reply was vthat total prohibition was the goal of the 
Government and ths way in which that goal was sought to be attained 
w&s gradual' diminution gf consumption., Sir, I for myself have been 
hearing that statement for about* eight or nitte years on the floor of 
tbe Council and I think, Sir, if one hears a statement dike that even^or 
50 years* I do not ihink that the goal declared will ever be achieved. 
It seems disconcerting, Sir, that other provinces in Ifidia are stealing 
a march over iVs (A ,yoiqE Tone province)— it , may be one or it may be 
, two but as I was saying it seems to be very disconcerting that Bengal 
is gradually lagging behind. * Tf non-Congress provinces lag 
behind that be a very strong argument in favour 

of Congress Ministries in all dhe provinces (Hear, 
Hear Jrom Congress Benches). .Therefore it behoves all those who 
aYe not in favour of Congress Ministries to see that those provinces 
where there are non-Opn£jress, Ministries may not Jag behind. There- 
fore when I say this province of Bengal should take a 'step forward in 
this direction of total* prohibition i only mean that those who are not 
in favour of Congress Ministries .should actually prove the sincerity of 
their intentions by some actual action. 

I do not deny, Sir, that this question is not free from difficulties. 
There are various difficulties. One argument is that this policy of 
total prohibition has not succeeded in modern times anywhere in the 
world. It was tried in America, it has failed there. It was tried in 
other places, it has failed in those places also. Therefore it is said 
that we should not go in for a thing which has proved to be impractic- 
able. This is one 1 of the arguments against proposition. I submit, 
Sir, that conditions in India and in America and the other places where 
this policy maj; have failed are vastly different (hear, hear). So far 
as India ip concerned, K we see that only a veVy small percentage of the 
total population is given to drinking and to drug habits, whereas in 
other countries, in America for example, I think cenL per cent, of the 
population is accustdjned to itesak. Therefore it is very easy to make a 
policy of prohibition successful in India and of all provinces in India, 
it is easier to do ^o in Bengal, because in Bengal the consumption of 
spirituous^ liquor and drugs is the smallest of all. That also is clear 
from tfye red-bodk which contains the^ summary of the budget. Sir, Jf 
we look to page G. we find this observation: “This head of revenue 
provides one of the unsolved problems in the colnparhtive study of the 
provincial finance, for the reason that its yield differs so Ogpsiderably 
from province to province. The yield in Bengifcl* for instance, owing 
to good habits ingrained in the people, is, and will doubtless continue 
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to be, one of the smallest in Indian” Certainly that is a very good 
certificate and I think, Sir, that aft^ giving that very goocr certificate 
the Government should not lag behinf to implemen£ thlt* certificate by 
their actions and to adopt the j)ofccy of total prohibition. There is also 
the question of loss of revenue. #Sir, so far as that is crnqerned, I 
think we have to face loss of revenue srnpetimes for Jdie sake of ou$ 
ideals. There is another difficult qu^fetion — the* question" *of t^ie 
Europeans in Bengal. Sir, opinion differs as to what is to4>e done with 
that element in our population, whethef they should be excepted from 
the scheme of to fal, prohibition if that is adopted at all. Sir, I <think 
they have been # Excluded in one or two other provinces where this 
policy has been adopted. I, for myself am not agaiiyjt Hie idea of* 
excluding them because so far as they ^re concerned, we see that their 
habits differ from ours. Wlfereas.ia India it is almost a crime in our* 
code of morality to have a drink, *it is o/herwise in (Sujopean countries. 
Therefore it will be forVnir Government to consider whether any ex- 
ception shquld be made in tfie case of European*. • 

. . * ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think I can take this opportunity of asking you 
to enlighten me as to whether your secbnd.moHdi? is'in order in con- ‘ 
nection with tftis demand, because ^it seems to me that the Tobacco 
Tax does not come under Excise Jem&nd. 

• k • 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I cay only s^ that it» is somewhat 
allied to the former. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I asked your views as a lawyer whether this 

amendment is in order. I must rule that amentlment out. 

> * t * 

♦ » 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAM: All tight, Sir., 

Then my definite proposal here is that Governmeift shc^ild no longer 
tiy to satisfy us by giving a mere assurance that proh/Wtion is their 
goal. We want our Government to' adojit prohibition as their policy# 
and if possible # to declare tlyit they should try to attain that goal 
w*thin a specified number of years, and *aJso as an’ earnest of their 
sincerity I als(Pshould like our /itvenunent to declare that they Are 
prepared to make experiments of this rolipy in' certain specified areas. 
If that is cfone, we shall see within a short time whether £his pplicv 
can be successful. I should like to say, Sir, in thi^ respect that our • 
Government should carry out* this experiment in a tr # »^e , spirit of 
making that experiment successful. Experiments ctfn be* made in 
vaiious ways, an experiment can be made witji a pre-conceived idea 
of making jt a failure* I think Government should not adopt a polity 
like that. JThey should be sincere in their intention and should actually 
mate an earnest effort to make the experiment succege/ul, and if our 
present Government* can achieve total prohibition within the term of 
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their office I thinh that will be A great achievement not only for the 
Cabinet btlt, also for the whole prince of Bengal. I therefore think. 
Sir, that although 0 this proposition is not free from difficulties, our 
Government will be up to the task and Will do their best not only to 
adopt and declare <£his policy on the floor of, this House, but to carry 
it out in all earnestness and, sincerity. * . 

* ^ t ^ 

Mr. 8PEAKEB^t .may just say at this stage that t propose to- 
olose the debate in time to take up ^R^gistrbtiofi*’ at 1 o’clock. I 
have got a list of the names of 7 or 8 members who Want to speak and 
I pro] »ose to give each jfive minutes’ time. ’ * 

Rai HARENDRA NATfl CHAUDHURI; Sir, I beg to move the 
<cut motion that stands in my name justito raise a discussion on the 
Excise policy of Government. 

‘ Sir, T do not know whether in a super-cizilis^d society it is per- 
mis.dble^to propose a toast to the moral ^health of a person with a 
glass full of sparkling liquid in onb hand and a pipe of smoking opium 
in the other, but Sir, as we have not gone so much ahead I think it is 
not permissible in our 'country to propose a toast do the moral health 
of a person in that way. Yet, Sir, in estimating an improvement of 
3 lakhs of Excise reve'/iue that ridiculous feat has been performed. In 
the explanatory memorandum of the budget of the Government, of 
Bengil under* the head* ‘Excise’’ you will find a comparison drawn to the 
credit, of Bengal and a conclusion just avoided. The note runs thus: 
“The yield' in Bengal, for instance, owing to good habits ingrained in 
the people, is, and will doubtless continue to be, one of the smallest 
in India. A major province ctfuld be named in which the yield per 
head of the population is nearly five times — that unnamed major pro- 
vince is Bombay — and another in which it is nearly four times as 
great as in Bengal.” The unnamed province is Madras. Now, Sir, 
if we Bengalees are really so sober then the legitimate conclusion 
shquld have been an announcement in favour of prohibition; that 
would have been a conclusion consistent with the premises, but that 
conolusioa is just avoided afid instead it is announced*^ a compliment 
to^lhe nfltiral health of the people o£ Bengal that an ir crease of 3 lakhs 
over the revised estimate is ejyjjnated in view of the actuals of 1934-3-3. 
The ^memorandum, a&ain, bristles with $vpprcssi# veri. The first truth 
that has been 'euppre/sed is that Bengal leads in Opium revenue — that 
is a fact which has been studiously suppressed. Our yield under the 
head yef dVink (liquors) is of course very much smaller than that of 
the oilier provinces, but we lead -in 'Opium revenue (A voice: Quite 
rightly so.) Secondly, we are one of the leaders, in other drug 
revenue, such as revenue from hemp drugs, ganja, etc. Thejge two facts 
have been suppressed in this report. We are jiot the leader in the 
matter of drink revenue, but we are the leader in drug revenue. 
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Then, Sir, so far as Opium is concerned, many ‘things have got to 
be suppressed in the Government report, for the League oi Nations 
insists on a certain pipgressive standard. Six, in Mdrcli i9Sfe the Earl 
of Winterton as Secretary of State for India, compared the then position 
with that of 1910 and sa%d: ‘^the Revenue” frc\m opium “^yas, 50 per 
cent, higher, while consumption was twp-thirds les^”. Prom my 
humble place in the Bengal Legislative Council in March 1925,' I said* 
that it was a wrong statement so faT as Bengal was concerned, fn 
Bengal in .$12-13, i,69*,017 s seers of opium was consumed and when 
Earl Winterton \?as speaking we consumed in Bengal opium tc\ the 
extent of 997 maimds and in 1935-3Q not leas than 042 maunds; cer- 
tainly, no one will say 

« * * 

(At this stag? the member having ilucueu uie uiue-iunii resumed 
his seat.) • 

Mr. SHAH SYED Ct)LAM 8ARWAR H08AINI delivered his 
• • 

speech in Bengali. 


Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir , \ beg to move that 
demand <d Bs. J.7,7/,000 be reduced by Bs.*10() in order to urge the 
acceptance of a policy of prohibition to, be given 'effect to in course of a 

fixed number of years. # * 

“ * * , • 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the past I had occasions *&> discuss the policy 
of the Government, particularly 'dealing with the policy of total 
prohibition. Sir, I do not propose to make a speech on temperance on 
the floor oi the House. 1 will at once suggest that the policy of total 

f inhibition is a necessity^. I will not «se any harsh word to-day. If 
am permitted to say, I would only say that of \he many gjfts of the 


British rule in India drunkenness, is one., I do not propose to throw 
any challenge, hut I would like to. know from any qf the members of 
the House whether there was any revenue derived from excise during 
the Moghul period in India or any revenue derived during the Pathan 
period in India. I do not know whether there was any revenue derivfecK 
in the Hindu pejiod of the administration «of India. .If anybody can 
suggest in the contrary I have got nothing to say. But, Sify tjo-day 
I am very much surprised to hear* the speech that has been delivered* 
by Mr. Tamizuddin Khan but l am equally ghvd*tp find that.he of all 
persons, sane and sober persons, was even feeling disoohierted with 
regard to the excise policy of thp Government of Bengal. " The policy, 
as has been declared on various occasions by the Government is that 
of # maximum of revenue for th^ minimunf of consumption., ; I* for 
myself do not agree with that policy of the .Government — I mean 
maximum of revehue ^ith minimum of consumption. Sir, I can say 
once more from my personal experience that excise shops have been 
unnecessarily located ih the labour area knowing full well that the 
labourers after a day*h toil Aiming eight or twelve annae a day almost 
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exhaust their whole day’s ^arrhng on drink grip. I would also 
suggest ii this connection that H they are allowed to drink by the 
Government, r tiey should^ he giv/m a wholesome ^drink and not poison. 
*lf it is permissible to drink, I would suggest to the Hon’ble Minister to 
import or rather te manufacture such drinks ^as contain more food than 
alcohol and ar$ not poisonous like those imparted from places outside 
the province. Sir*, I for myself hate drinking and I hate all such 
persons wh& drink,' whatever their social position or status may be. 
That is, however, not the point to-day. ^ The* point is this : how can 
we, particularly Mussalmans, justify the action supporting the 
excise policy of the Government? The question of revenue cannot and 
does not arise. If any of the members of this House holding his head 
high be given® the chance *oi conducting ^his portfolio, can he suggest 
rhow in five years’ time this revenue can be made up from various other 
sources to run the administration if total prohibition is, adopted? (The 
Eon’ble the Chief Minister : I will give yo,u the task.) I for myself 
am happy that of all days to-day possibly Government are going to give 
us an, assurance, b.ut with regain to excise policy if an assurance Ibe 
given that within a period of five years and not more, than five years 
there will Ibe tojtal^px^hibitior, and if the Iion’ble the Chief Minister 
assures us that total prohibition \vill be effected and affected success- 
fully, ihen I for myself declare and proclaim on the floor of this 
House that I will not f disagree with hiin at least to-day. 

Sir, what is our position in the mufassal? There is one excise shop 
in my village- <. 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 


Mr, PRAMATHA NATH B^VNERJEE: Sir, I shall be very briefs 
We have been allowed five minutes time but I shall only take up two 
or three minutes and will thereby dost the House one lakh of rupees 

according tc my 'calculations. 

%• 

Sir, I move that the demand under the head “Provincial Excise” 
be reduced by Jts. 100 to raise the question of total prohibition in this 
Province.. , 

f4 M^. Speaker, when I read through the budget I got the impression 
^that the Hon’ble Finance Minister with the assistance of the Hon’ble 
Minister jn charge of" Provincial Excise. framed the budget on the sage 
priicciples y of Hindy mythology. Notwithstanding all kinds of 
assurances^ 11 favour of prohibition, I find that the budget expects 
greater jzg^une than the revised estimate for the last year to the extent 
of Rs. w 4 lakhs; and this revenue > comes from two very doubtful 
(according to modern conception ] sources, viz., first, country-liquor, 
second, hemp. So far as country-liquor is concerned, the Sastras say 
that country-liquor is nectar for the Gods and therefore our Gods ‘on 
the Treasury Benches are naturally fond of coufitry -liquor.. * As for the 
second, namely hemp, once more the Sastras say that the Great Hindu 
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God Mahadeb is very fowl of ganjdk Therefore nrf advice gn the first 
occasion I opened the discussion oA the budget wps to my European 
friends to my left torincrease^ the w4lth and prosperity afthe Govera- 
ment of Bengal by a greate% consumption of these two very favoured 
articles, namely, countnjfcliquor and hemp. * ’ * 

Sir, my friend, Rai Harendra Nath Ohaudhuru h^s struek a note 
of despair. He says that the budget figures are wrong because larger 
figures should have bean placed against the item — the cbnsumption of 
opium. Now, ji^t emerging out of the budget discussion on forests, 
the atmosphere is ao full of the aroma of opium and hemp that I find 
it is difficult to continue my discussion further. I might, however, 
just mention to you, Mr. Speaker, that in 4be neighbouring provinces ' 
sedulous and successful attempts are being made to pursue consis- 
tently a policy of prohibition. Sir, I will not mention the names of 
the neighbouring provinces as my friend, the Hon^hp Finance Minister, 
feels very sore over thefn ; but they have somehow managed to meet 
their difficulties in the matter of revenue*even by adopting a folict? of 
prohibition. I will not, Sir, in this blouse rQc^iesj’my friends opposite 
to read the constructive programme suggested *qii behalf of the Con- 1 
gress by # Mahatma Gandhi with rgganr to*thi$ quesfioA. I will not 
ask them to accept these suggestions either as texts on the Holy Bible 
or as the Holy Koran. But 1 am raising this discussion in* the hope 
and belief that when we meat*n$xt y&ir we shall no longer be regaled 
with a budget which saps the very vitals, of the fixation. * # 

• 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as a ^fussalman 
I must welcome with great pleasure the policy that has been placed 
before us for the consideration of Government. Bui *at the same 
lime, I must say that I am neither a visionftry nor %\ man of 
imagination. As a Mussalman- I- do not contribute a farthing to the 
Excise revenue; neither do I believe that any one fr£in m^ community 
contributes any very great sum to that. If a policy V total pro- 
hibition is adopted here, where will this revenue of Rs. 1 ,21 ,00,QQ0, 
(net) come from? (Dr. J, M. Das Gupt\: Change fhe administra- 
tion.) From our past experience of America and otiiet countries we 
have seen that by* legislation a country qaflnot be made to go dry. #It 
is a well known fact that some 1,354 years back, the one policy of oui* 
Prophet — the doctrine that wgfs preache^by Hi A — was ^^ake the 

people of a wet country like Arabia, who alwayf remained .drunk* to 
* give up their drinking habits and make them sober*. But T lelieye, 
Sir, no worldly legislature or any Treasury Bench in $ny d&ifntby can 
make prohibition possible. If y*u^adopt tTiis policy of prohibition, 
the result will be that the income of the province will deteriorate and 
smuggling %will be goring on everywhere. When prohibition was 
adopted in America my cousin was there. He told us 4hat the only 
difference between the time when prohibition was not in force 
and the tim^ when the prohibition came into fofrce, was that 
47 
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liquor and other d^rugs could 'not /oe bought tin the open dining-halls, 
in the streets ^pd .the restaurants but they could be had in plenty in 
private room!. And the conseqaent result waff that the American 
Exchequer got much lesser income than it used to have before this 
prohibition legislation 'was brought into forte. So, I say, Sir, this 
kind of f legislation is not A practical proposition. The real thing 
which shoul^ be considered ia that public opinion should be made to 
feel that nothing but prohibition, is to the interest of the people. It 
is not iby forcing the Government to adopt this policy that we can 
make? the country dry. So, I am afraid, Mr. f Tamizuddin Khan’s 
proposition is not a practical one, and, therefore, I* oppose it. 

• , •• • • . . 

, Maulvi ABUL HASHIM:' Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish I oould 
presume that the policy of Government is one, of gradual prohibition, 
belt, Sir, I am e&tfariiely surprised .to find that Gqverninent are selling 
wine at 4 annas a bottle. Some people arjjue that the idea is to check 
and* sfop illicit distillation. ‘ But^ Sir, whatever may be the explana- 
tion, I am convinced c that the idea underlying this 4-anna bottle is to 
» increase Excise r reyei>ue by popularizing wine, by inducing people to 
drink more and more. '(Dries of ■ “Hear, bear” 1 froqi the .Congress 
benched.) Added to this Sir, l,f>nd, that Government are pursuing a 
policy of ’thrusting wine on un, willing people. If I may be permitted, 
Sir, to take an illustration *trom our -own village, I may say that, in 
spit 3 of repeated requests to 1 * the contrary, the Excise authorities of 
Burdwan district are persistently trying fo force the sale of this 4-anna 
bottle in my village. They tried as many as three vendors in succes- 
sion, and one after another each of them surrendered his shop. In 
the village theie is a \lrug shop^unl a drug- vendor. As a last attempt, 
the Excise Department, got hold of this drug-vendor and forced him to 
take up the wine shop, and threatened him that if lie did not comply 
with the wishes V»f the Department, his drug-shop licence would be 
cancelled. Are we to understand. Sir, that this is the first step 
. towards prohibition^ J would like to draw the attention of Govern- 
ment to one more thing only, as I have ,not much time left at my 
disposal. Maulv't Syed Ah&anali, Joint Secretary of the Young Men’s 
Muslim Association, BurdWan, in August wrote a letter to Mr. Mac- 
'Pherson, Commissioner of Excise and Salt, Bengal, drawing his atten- 
tion to d qertain injustice ‘which he tiiought was being done to his 
community with regard to the allotment of Excise shops at Ranigunge, 
and h€, generally, made a request to* the Commissioner in that letter 
to coiisi&3$ r the» claims of his community while making future allot- 
ments.* I do not like now to discuss anything about the respective 
claims of this or that' community to have Excise shops. What I want 
to point out is this.' In reply to that letter‘d Mr. MacPherson, the 
Commissioner of Excise and Salt in Bengal, wrote that )jp could not 
oonsider the claims of any community unless that community con- 
tributed at least 50 per cent, of the Excise revenue. (Cr t ies of “Shame, 
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shame”.) Sir, there may be ten th<^us«itd other causes unreasonable 
causes for not giving a licence to onl individual or «to ^ne Community, 
but I do not think if is just«and prefer to refuse any licence to any- 
body on the ground that his •community does not ^hink wine or take 
drugs in any appreciable 1 quantity? In the lefter of the bfxcise Com- 
missioner there is a very clear suggestion* that peoplf before »comin£ 
up for licence for an Excise shop should drink more and more wihe 
and eat more and more drugs. In hie letter, I submit, tnere is a clear 
declaration of p<Jicv with Regard to Excise matters. Are we to 
understand that he*has done so in accordance with the wishes o*f the 
present Government? I do ask once more, Sir, is it again another 
step towards prohibition? • , * 

With these ftmarks, Sir,, I would fequest the Treasury Bench to* 
take into iperious consideration tlye 'three points that I have raised and 
I expect that before, the Excise budget estimates* nte*put to the vote, 
Government would be plgasgd to make a very clear and unambiguous 
declaration *as to what their policy jv wifh regard .to this questfota of 
gradual prohibition. * 

Dr. H. C. MUKrtERJI: Mr. Weaker, 8*r; one of the honourable 
members who preceded me said thaUl^efore introducing prohibition, it 
is necessary that the public conscience should be roused. This morn- 
ing 1 received a copy of the “Indian temperance. News,” according to 
which the Indian Temperance Association was founded oiw the 10th of 
September, 1887, and its 50fti anniversary will l^e held oy the 10th 
of September this \ear. This Association is an all-India concern, 
which has been trying its best to make the people understand the evil 
^fleets of drink and drugs. Fifty years, Sir, hfive not produced the 
desired result. I say, Sir, that the time has come when prohibition in 
some form or other must be introduced. *Last year, according to the 
latest report of the Excise Commissioner, there was £n increase in the 
quantity of country-wine consumed, only because there was* a reduction 
in the duty with effect froip the 1st of Jftly, 1934. T^is, Sir, I cot**, 
sider as a Christian to be positively sinful. I tjiink tjiat no civilized 
Government ought to encourage the poor "people whom they control 
and govern to consume more liquor # l# reducing the rate of duty frhidh 
implies a reduction in its price. • • • 

t • • 

Turning to the same report, Sir, I find that % the condhniptioi* of 
hemp diminished on account of a fall in the price of, agricultural pro- 
ducts. But there were two districts, viz., Faridpur and M^n^d^ingh, 
where there was an appreciable increase in efmsumptioli beeatis^ there 
waS a rise in tlie price of two agricultural product, namely, paddy and 
jute. These things, Sii^ are stated in Government reports. From this 
one can easily infer that there is some connection between increase in 
oonsumptioiFand increase in income, and between diminution in con- 
sumption and diminution in* income and that this diminution is not 
due to any improvement Jn the ethical standards o£ the consumer*. * 
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It is fiossible to introduce *pi/hibition by adopting certain steps. 
It should ue c cfaitc easy to reduce the number of licensed shops; it 
would be quite easy to reduce Ahe ^piount that a vendor would be 
•allowed to j sell; it jvould be easy also to reduce the hours during which 
only the sale of liquor, etc.^ will be permitted; it would also be easy 
"to reduce the conrumption of liquor and drugs by raising the duty. 
“There is on^ one question le'ft before the House and that is that if 
prohibition is adopted how can w*e meet the deficit? I am not a busi- 
oess-man, nor am I an economist, but 'even then 2 think it is not 
difficult to find a solution. The Bible says that there is a lion in the 
way of the lazy man. I say that for the man who does not possess 
sufficient courage to lou<5k the pockets r>f the. rich and the powerful 
^for the benefit of the poor there is a lion in the way. I shall not 
.refer to what other provinces Of India and other countries* have done 
to balance their ‘budgets. We cpuld introduce death duties here. 
Ev^n in England, which is a comparatively wealthy oountry, various 
ingenious devices have been utilised for avoiding the payment of death 
duties. But even then 'the amount realized has been characterized as 
hand some. , n ' 

r 

* A ^ • 

Then, Sir, there is .the jute duty. I contend that *we ou$ht to try 
our best ,to get more -than what we have got already. And, lastly, Sir, 
I would also point cut tli^t 'B'mgal contributes 36 per cent, to the 
income-tax revenue of India as a whole. It is the duty of our 
Ministers to see whether they cannot get»,a part of this tax. And very 
last of all, I would point out that in Canada they have a tax called 
I he wheat “process” tax. Last year in Bengal, our 92 jute mills pro- 
duced jute-fabrics worth more 4 .than 23 crores of rupees. If we have 
sufficient courage, can impose a tax on Uie processed jute on the 
lines of the Canada tax on “processes” wheat (Cheers). 

(At thisrstag$ the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed 
liis seat.) - *' 

Mr. SPEAKER: ^The Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjaq Sarkar. 

(At this stage four or live members rose to speak from the various 
^Tdes^of the Chamber.) r 

.Mr. SPEAKER I am absolutely at the disposal of the House. 
I would like to know whether this debate should continue. I can 
tell the Jlpuse that there are 6 more nAmes on my list, and, in addition, 
the Honlde the Finance Minister, the Hon’ble the Excise Minister and 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister Wviufd also like to speak. So, I would 
like to know' whether this debate should continue, for it would mean 
the knocking out practically of all other motions. 

Th. Hon’bl. Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL h0Q: I would like. Sir, that 
the debate should ''.lose at 1 o’clopk, so that I may take Up Registration. 
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Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA 1 !,. I think, Sir, the 'understand- 
ing was that it should come to a close at 1-15 p.m. * 

* . ' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I underftand a division is likqjy to be called, so 
I must keep in hand Myn\* time for that. # I think it won 1(1 suffice if 
I put the motions at 1 o’clock. , * • * • • • 


The Hon’ble Mr. HALINI RANJAN BARKER: f\ am sure 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan will u^t doubt ufy sincerity as I am, like him, 
a believer in prohibition. 1 am also not against the Congress taking 
up the Ministry hftre if they could command a majority in this House. 

I think, Sir, it is not right op the part of i^overnmenk to die a party % 
to organise temptation Tor weak -wi lied # peoplc wlfich leads them into* 
the path of ruin and destitution. Tlw? question of revenue must be sub-* 
ordinated fo tha questioh of prohibition.* But in Ihpj year’s budget we* 
have not indicated dny policy of prohibition. The reason is that m 
Bengal + his evil is not sfl a<*ute .is in othpr proyinves, and in 4 he pro- 
grammes oi the different parties wifli whose kelp We are carrying op. 
this Government there was no mention. so far its I remember, of the* 
question of prohibition. • So we hat[ fiist to Jakt* u|f those problems for % 
which the parties gave pledges to their constituents. . 

There is another thing, piohibition cpnnot be effected by a* stroke of 
pen just in tjip same way a*, th? price of jirte canhot be raised by stroke* 
of pen. (A \ojck: Nohod > asked ^or that.) My revere^ friend pro- 
fessor Mukharji said that bf reducing the number of shoys and the 
hours of sale and also by some other methods prohibition could be 
effected. These are the recognised methods no doubt, but in Bombay 
jn 1927 they tried their best to attain prohibition, by thoee methods and 
in 1929 those methods had to be given up and tilings are goitig on now 
as usual. For making this poliej of prohibition successful long and 
careful preparations have to be mftde. I have read \he fppeech of the 
Finance Minister of Bombay: he said that he could not make any pro- 
vision for their policy of piohibition because* their yust experieugp^, 
showed that th*y f would have tp attack the problem in ^ different way. 

It is only Mr. C. Rajagopalachariar who has introduced this in his. 
own province. II# has also said in, Ms budget speech that the membdta 
must realise t hat it could not be done in a^ay. 'A •gradual preparation 
.would have fo be made. He is experimenting iN^n his owfc district of 
Salem. In his speech he also said that they were trying to make a • 
beginning by closing down shops; still he feared that it \^p # ubl*not be 
possible to prevent illicit distillation unless public opinion wds yreatedi 
ag&inst it. * # 

My friend Raf Hamndra Nath Chaudhuri derided the remark in 
ouf red boci that Bengal’s excise revenue was the lowest in India. 
We stated only a fact ; *it not stated in justification. It is because 

of the fact that the Agricultural population is not generally addicted 
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to the drinking habit that excise revenue of Bengal and the Punjab is 
low in conftjarispn t with that of h^ombay and Madras. It is enjoined 
by the Mahofnedan religion thaf Mahomedans should not drink and 
the Punjab and Bengal being predominantly Mahomedan the excise 
revenue - 

* rt 

Rai HARJENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : What about Bihar and 
the United Provinces? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER:* *111 Bihar and the 
.United Pnwinqes it is not,so low. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May I "know v Sir, what 
the Finance Miqisjer* means by. low?' Does .he’ mean the incidence of 

revenue per head of population in United Provinces? 

» * ' 

• . 

. The Hon’ble Mr. NAUNI RANJAN 8ARKER: livery day I find 
my friend Rai htyrcndra Nath' Chaudhuri challenge my figures but 
I can say my figures are°qui1e correct. 1 say that th^ excist revenue 
is low per capita. The* excise revenue per capita in Bihar *45 whereas 
in Bengal it is *27. ' This ca^ be proved by other things also. In 
Bengal about (JO per cent, of *our excise* revenue is derived .from Calcutta 
and- the surrounding industrial areps. In rural areas of this province 
one country spirit shop serves an average area of 120 square miles, 
while in Bombay and Bihar it serves 40 square miles. I 11 some of the 
rural areas where the Mahomedan population predominates the number 
of shops is much less, than tlm average: in Dacca Division one shopu 
serves 179 'square miles and in the Chittagong Division as much as 280 
square miles. I do* not say that it is* not an evil. What I say is that 
in Bengal tile evft is not so predominant as in other provinces. 

I think the Excise Minister and the Chief Minister will enunciate 
"Xhh policy which the Government wants to* pursue in future regarding 
excise, but I say it cannot, be done too r soon or in a* ddy or overnight 
a^d for that position I have got the authority of no less a person than 
«Mr. C. ltajagopalachariar and also* the Chief Minister of Bombay. 

The Hotfble Mr. f A A8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: Sir, I have listened* 
with close attention and keen interest to the observations made and the 
argum£n*s f advanced by my honourable friends in support of a policy 
of tot^l prohibition in Bengal. They regard drinking as a growing 
social habit amongst .the povertv-Mriken people and think of ending 
tte habit by enforcing prohibitive legislation against drink and drug 
habit. But I must tell them at the very outset that in Bengal it is not 
growing but gradually failing. I have ( the fullest syn^athy with 
those social reformers who have pitched their faith in the temperanoe 
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movement which may lftad ultimate^* *to total pA)hibitiom but Sir, 
when I go deeper and deeper into the history andt es^eri^lent of the 
movement in foreign ‘lands aqd also In some parts of our* own country, 
and scrutinise facts and figures *t am constrained to say that so far the 
experience of all nation^ go lot&l prohibitioh is a misnomer, as a 
practical policy under present conditions ^t ts impracjicifble. • . • 

Sir, time will not permit me to, discuss the points Raised by my 
honourable friends in this controversial matter. I will try to meet 
their points, as far as possible, in the, general reply I am going t$ give 


Some of my honourable IriVnds have lm\ted-*-why Bengal should 
not take a bold step in experimenting^ prohibition when other Congress* 
provinces like ^ladras nine! the Central. Provinces have taken such a 
step. My answer K% th<*m js this:* these Congress majority provinces 
have taken a leap in tho^diuk; they may # succeed or fail. Injhe face 
of failure of a policy of prohibition fn foreign v lan<k and in sonih parts 
of our own country, the chances of success are vrt’J remote. It is wiser 
to learn by the experience of others than tq carr^ ort Ihe experiment 1 
on one’s # ownseK. So in my opinion Bengal can “wait and see," and 
learn by the experience of other provinces. » • 

Sir, 1 must declare Wore >he llouse* in most emphatic and un- 
ambiguous terms that fight against, drunkenness and intt i »iperence*has 
been and will more vigourously be the policy yf this Government. 
That being so, the question boils down to this: what is the proper line 
of action and what have we done to pursue tha^ lines o£ action? 

• Now, Sir, what is needed .first and 'foremost *is*a ch # ange # of convic- 
tion in the minds of masses, and Jthis cai\ only come as a result of the 
spread of education and of habrts of greater foresight and thrift 
stimulated no doubt by social work amongst the masses^ outside the 
work of mission societies and of temperance societies in a few of the 
larger towns such efforts have been on the whole conspicuously abseiff. 
Progress must 'inevitably l5e slow, but in proportion aft*it rrtds on the 
conviction, it will be sure. When # that conviction is shared by tfie 
majority or even Sy a large proportion of the clas^ effected, local optiorf 
or even prohibition will work.» Without'^! it us •impossible *to expect 
success. v 


In dealing with such a long’standing habit as drunkenpps# Vhat is 
necessary first and foremost is to eradicate *the evil from *tf1tbin and 
to* treat it psychologically. *Y^u cannot .legislate people into 
abstinence. , N , 

' I have already explained, Sir, in introducing the demand for grants 
what Bengal has done* to minimise the consumption of alcohol and 
drugs. Now 1^ will give you the results. 
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Bengalis proud that it is* *lie^ most temperate province in India. 
I will quot^ figures^ to show that the consumption of country liquor is 
the lowest in f tnis province and iL has b?en steadily going lower and 
lower still. The average consumption* of country spirit per hundred 
of population in 19*13 to' 1934 has be&n as folftws: — 

• * 

, Bombay — 5-9 gallons. 

Delhi — 3\?6 gallons. 

Sind — 2-69 gallons. 

Central Provinces — 1-99 gallons. 

Madras— 1*77 gallons.^ 

Assam — 1-68 gallons. «• 

Bihar and Orissa — 1 -G6 gallons/ 

Punjab — 1-3& g&llons. 

’Bengal — 49 gallons. 

• * „ 

( You will find from the study # of these figures, Sir, that Bengal has 
taken the right iiio^e'fci tV right \ine, and if you want to accelerate 
the spevd further I am afraid it f will go out of gear *and tfie whole 
thing will crush dowif. 

r ' • 

Apart from the fgot of lowest consumption in Bengal m comparison 
with other provinces you will* be convinced from the facts and figures 
given below that year after year the total consumption is steadily going 
down in Bengal: — 

Alcohol — 

1911-12 total consumption was 797,-000 gallons. 

1925-20 total consumption was 682,000 gallons. 

1935-30 *total consumption was 296,000 gallons. 

*- - « f 1 

Ganja — 

t, * 1911-12 total consumption was 423,000 seers. 

1925-20 total cowsqjuptien was 71,500 seers. 

1930-31 total consumption was 46,000 seers. 

19$5j30 r , total .consumption was 32, ‘000 seers. 

' 9 \ 
i 

Opium * — 

1911-12 total consumption was 67,000 seers. 

1925-26 total consumption was 40,000 seers. • 

, 1935-36 total consumption was 28,000 seers. " 
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• Sir, considering all that this Govefyment have done aid has been 
doing at present to fight against drunkenness and intemperance, I hope 
the honourable movere of the cut motions will be pleased to withdraw 
the same. ’ * • 


a » • 

Th6 Hon'ble Mr. A. *K. FAZLUL HUQ; I rise to ^ake part in this 
debate because I feel that the speech of tile Hon’ble Minister for Excise 
has left an impression on the llouse^ that the Government have got a 
halting policy so far as fexcis^ is concerned. Whatever may have been 
the decision of Government before and whatever may have beeu the 
reasons which JiaVe induced my honourable friend the Minister for 
Excise to advocate a cautious policy, I am t convinced by the speeches* 
that have been delivered in this House, that opinion is practically un- 
animous (hear, hear) that there .should be total prohibition in this* 
province. I am prepared *011 my Own responsibility to declare that pro- 
hibition would be’ out ultimate goal (hear, hear) and I am 
prepared ^lso to annoifnct? that I shall, follow the example# of • the 
Chief Minister of Madras and try to 'experiment in one or two aifoas the 
total prohibition (hear, hear ). .Sir, som^e of our iViends are so very keen 
on total ^prohibition 'as to demand p time lipait *wi Aiif which we could \ 
achieve this object. My friend Mr. Hashemy-has suggested j) years, 
namely, our term of office. Will lie guarantee that if wt* caw do it we 
shall be reappointed also as a lejyard;' Sir, we dll know that total pro- 
hibition has been attempted in various .countries and has lamentably 
failed, but that is no reason ■♦why we in India should not attempt and 
see what we can do (hear, hear). Sir, speaking as a Moslem 1 believe 
it to be my duty to try and have total prohibition and as a servant of 
^the people also I am not, worth my salt if I do foot try v td carry out. the 
mandate of the House (hear, hear). I* know, Sir, fend I agc.i 11 speak as 
a Moslem, that there is only one distance* recorded i^i history where one 
man could achieve total prohibition ih his life time. •Thai was the case 
of our Prophet. We, Moslems, believe that be had divtive providence 
and divine assistance. That is why he snicceepled but we are ordinary 
mortals and w$ work with .human equipment but all tlfe same there^is 
no reason why we should not follow in the* footsteps 6/ great men and 
try to achieve reiults which without doubt are commendable. 'Sir* I 
therefore, say not only shall total prohibition bo eur goal but we shall 
. try to makd experiments in certain selected artas’and we ^shall tr^y, if 
possible, to do our very best and not half-heartedly to carry out this t 
policy to success within the term of our office (Loud cheers). » 

Sir, I would say one or two words regarding the pdint by my 

friend Mr. Abul Hashim. He fihs referred # to a letter written by 
Mr. Macpherson,»the Commissioner of Excise. §ir, if fie has written a 
letter like ihat I am sincerely sorry and I must declare that that thing 
was most unwise. It - was .certainly an incitement to people to come 
forward and indulge in intoxicating liquor. 
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Sir, I hdve not»got much iptsay. My friend Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Banerjee ’sYnotion is to raise the question of total prohibition in this 
province. I kave practically ac<^pted what is hinted at. 

As regards Mr. # Tamizuddin Khan’s nSoticm which is to disapprove 
of the Excise policy, I have, practically said that up to now we have 
fiot been *able to achieve anything tangible. Therefore, Sir, on both 
the points wa have accepted tlfe policy underlying the motions. 

' • » 

* 

Mf. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will thp ^kon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he ‘will use the Govelnpaent Publicity 
^Department* to, carry on propaganda for prohibition and allow social 
workers to try and ctrry on propaganda in favour of prohibition ? 

* 9 

ft • . 4 

The Hon’ble ,Mr, <A. K. FAZLUL' HUQ: *0n r thoSe points I will 
consult the Cabinet because without consuljin^ my colleagues I cannot 
say anything off liahd but I pan gjve this assurance that I will try my 
best and exert my personal influence to act as my friend has suggested. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN:* Sir, I beg leave (rf the House to 
withdraw my motion. # 


Mr. PRAMATHA eNATH BANERJEE: Sir, I propose to strengthen 
the hands of •my Hon’ble friend by* voting. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan and the motion of 
Rai llarendra Nath Chaudhuri ^864) were then by leave of the House 
withdrawn. . , • 

r # # 

The motion of Mr. Syed Jjilaluddiu Hashemy was then by leave of 
the House withdrawn. 


Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, in view of the 
assurance given* by the Hon’ble Chief Minister I also bqg leave of the 
House to Withdraw my motion. * 


# f (After leave was granted *by thf* House to Mr. ‘Pramatha Nath 
Banerjee \o withdraw ‘His motion.) f 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMOAR: Sir, I object to the 
withdrawal., t 

* r 

• ( 

Mr. 8PEAKfR: If you had any objection, you should have shouted 
louder. t ^ 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMOAR:* Yes, Sir,* I shouted 
loudly. 
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„ Mr« SPEAKER: Aid you ougjt to have *been i* your seat 
Mr. Dutta Mazuradar. I have always desired that member*/ should be 
in their seats just beiore the division* * ^ « * 

' f • 

(The members were tlien tfcked to raise their hands for and against 
the withdrawal of Mr. JP^amatha &ath Banerjee’s motion and a count 
was taken in each case.) % * » * • • • 

• * 

The motion of Mr. Pramatha Natji Banerjee (846) was/then by leave 

of the House withdrawn % • 

• * 

The motion tligf a sum of Its. 17, *7,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head # “8 — Provincial Excise” was put and carried. 


If— RegiaUation. 

The Hon’ble Mr.’A.K. FAZLOL HUQ: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of Hjs Excellency* the Governor I* beg to ftiove that 9 sujh of 
Its. 18,81,000 be granted for expenditure^ •under the head*“ll-r- 
Registration.’* ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: The PoalitiynJPurty havt* not given any notice 
oi motion for amendment. I will ask tjie Congress Party if they would 
like to move, any amendment*. • I have rnformfcd the Whip that the 
proceedings may not be lengthen^! as J want fo finish* # by 1 *30^ If 

any amendment is to be mo^d it will have to be moved in 5 minutes’ 

. • * 

time. 


• 4 * 

• Mr. P. BANERJI: S'ir, may 1 movg all the motions' standing in my 
name and have one discussion p 

Mr. SPEAKER: I could have allowed if there wc*e one or two 
motions only but as there are 8 or 9 motions I cannot allow a debate on 

so many as in that case there is likelv to be confusion? of issues. ^ 

* • 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I llpg # t*) moytf No. 806 (policy of appoint- 
ment in the Registration Department) and 808* (»to discuss the grie^- 
. ances of the Registration employees). . 

Now, Sir, as there is very little time at my disposal I would only 
point out that year after yeai*we brought to the notice, pf. tiie Gov- 
ernment the grievances of the employees of the Registration? Department 
and asked for their redress but Without any result. # Ministers came 
and Ministers hawe go^e giving assurances year,after year but without 
any material result. I will now point out the grievances, particularly 
of the copyists of the Calcutta Registration Office. SiK these griev- 
ances are very legitimate. As I pointed out last year also and you, 
■ • 
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Sir, the then Minister in chargd of this department, gave ine assur- 
ance but Ikat assurance was not acted up by your subordinates. My 
point therefore Will be at once Jo bring to the«notice of the Chief 
Minister, who is in charge of this department, that there is no justi- 
fication for keeping the post of the' Inspeetcr-General of Registration 
and that will aitonce bring on economy in this' department to the tune 
of, Rs. 17,000. One Inspector, Sir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Fazlul 
Quadir, who i? now here, was in fact doing all the work during his time 
as Inspector of Registration Oifices. Nov r , as soon as that gentleman 
retired two posts have been created there in place of one. I fail to 
understand the reason of making this additional cost at this time. 

You, Sir, gave assurance at a time when there was po money in this 
department. Now, the income h^s increased but the conditions of these 
extra establishment remain the same. I would only mention that the 
copyists in High Court get at the rate of Rs. 2-9 while the copyists in 
this <• depart men! get only Ue. v 1-4 for the same work. Therefore they 
are not? even getting a living wage. ^ Their income is only Rs. 20 to 
Rs. 25 per month. 

Now, Sir, when the opportunity of recruiting permanent sttfif comes 
no appointment is given to any i»u.n from the extra staff who has long 
experience. The system of examination lias only recently been intro- 
duced and in the name. of the examination what we find is that so many 
persons, I maun, the satellites and dependants of the higher officers are 
put in. Sii^, 1 do not^find any logic whatever in the principle which the 
Government follow in recruiting and promoting persons from extra 
copyists in the Registration Offices. Sir, I do not consider this 
examination necessary in view of the fact tliai, extra copyists who are* 
working in the department for more than 15 or 20 years and who are 
quite capable officers are not gi\en promotion and outsiders are brought 
in. About tke examination I may say that if the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to make enquiries he will find that the questions that are set 
% this examination for the recruitment of copyists are really ques- 
tions which shpuld be set for examination for the recruitment 
of sub-registrars. All that the copyists are required to be is 
that they should be neat and (pii.ck> writers. iforeover, Sir, we 
are surprised to find ‘that the men, who are Matriculates and who 
have been working in 4 ins Department for very many years, have been • 
declared to be incompetent. In reply to question put on the 18th 
August,** 1937, the Hon’ble Minister in charge stated that these men 
are incomjleient. If it is maintained that these men are incompetent 
the fact remains that ,they have been retained so long as 10, 15 or 
even 20 years in spite of their incompetence. The fact that they have 
been kept on so long shows that they are competent men. Then, Sir, 
these men are«£etting very low allowances; certalmly, they are not paid 
even a living wage. I would therefore bring to the notice of the 
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Hon’ble Minister in charge to see whf^.r it is practicable* to do some- 
thing to improve the lot of these poor hardworked yen. in jAew of the 
fact that this Department is working} at a great profit* tt> The Govern- 
ment — • * * 

(At this stage the member having reached* the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) ** • 

Khan Bahadur Maufci FAZLUL* Q^ADIR: Sir, mdy I have 10 
minutes P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry I cannot^ allow you more than 5 
minutes. 

Khan fiahajlur Maulvi FAZLJU1:' &UADIR ! Sir, in supporting the 
cut motion of Mr. B. Bgnerji I desire ’to say few «^ofds regarding the 
manner in which work is extorted from the staf^ of the Registration 
Department. The Hon’ble Minister in charge* in .reply to a (question 
put by Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas "on 2nd Ailgusty 1937, said: “Some- 
times the clerks have, to work outside office* hqprs.” The TIon’ble* 
Khan Bahadur* Azizul Iluq, when a non-official member of the Bengal 
Legis lativ e Council in 1931, in bitMng a cutjnotion drew Attention 
to tfieurgent necessity of equalising, tile j>ay o£ ministerial ” officers in 
the department with the pay of such officers in the Collectorate offices. 
He also said: “It is admitted thiA the Registration Department*^ a 
very large department, but this department has l*een squeezed as much 
as possible and the officers and clerks of the department are getting 
^almost starvation wages.” * * • * 

Sir, in 6 hours (i.e., office hours) each muharrir has to* copy 4,200 
words and to compare 8,400 • words. Excluding . the time spent on 
comparing one man has to copy at least 18 words a*minyte. Sir, it is 
humanly impossible to copy 18 words per minute continually. There 
are young and old and if is not possible foy an o^d man to do the 
same amount of jvork as he w^s able to do in his voungdr days. Besides * 
these men have often to copy from indecipherable m a‘ntf scripts. There- 
fore, Sir, I submit that the ratb qf daily, oil t turn of 4,200 words- should 
be reduced to one of 3,600 and I woul d mo st* earnestly request the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge to* relieve theToTV^Hiese poor ‘clerks and 
muhamrs. Sir, the second point is that in the office of the Registrar 
of Calcutta, I understand, the/e are only 8 permanent copyists and 25 
extra copyists. There is room therefore for 10 permanent posts. I 
would therefore suggest that 10 permanent posts be created, ^e extra 
copyists .who have beejj working for nearly 20 ^ears should be giveh a 
chance of getting permanent posts. 

Then, my friend, *Mr. JJanerji, has referred to the appointment of 
Inspector of jtegistration Offices. I beg to submit that formerly there 
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were 4 such’ posts &nd the nun^.__ „ . 

pose that^ie i^umber of Inspectors be increased 
administratfoC of the Department * 


bfer was reduced to one. I would pro- 
to 4 for the good 

Department 

‘ n - 

Then, S^ir, thej’e are 21 offices vyliere the f number of registration of 
documents exceeds 5,000 and in some cases 6,000. I beg to suggest 
that joint registration offices should be opened at such places. 
Owing to influx of heavy registration the distance of registration 
offices parties, especially females, are,, often put to great incon- 
venience, expense and trouble. I, therefore, beg ( to recommend that 
10 or 12 offices should be opened at such places whtry the demand is 
.urgent. f , 

n Then, Sir, extra muharrirs fcre not pai^l monthly. r I would suggest 
that some arrangement might be made to pay .them monthly. 

' t 

There is another' grievance, Sir' The permanent copyists are not 
granted casual leave.* I beg J,o suggest thdt this matter may kindly be 
looked 'into. , 


The Hon’ble Mr; A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I have listened to the 
delate on the two motions moved respectively by my friends, Mr. 
Banerji and Khan Bahadur Kazful Quadir. I think I heard remark 
about the abolition of r the post of Inspector-General of .Registration. 
The^question was examined twice and it was found to be beyond prac- 
tical jwditics so far as Bengal is concerned, in the old Government of 
Eastern Bengal within my knowledge the Inspector-General of Regis- 
tration combined with him the functions of the Commissioner of Excise; 
and in Assam i{ similar ex]>eririieiit is being made; but Bengal is a, 
much bigger province and the work that is l>eing done by the 
Inspector-General is of such f a very heavy and responsible character 
that it cannot be Entrusted to any other official; for the present, Gov- 
ernment havfj considered this question and are not prepared to accept 
the, proposal tha* this post should be abolished. If, however, cir- 
cumstances show that economy can be effected in thaf, direction, I can 
give my friends this assurance that we will certainly consider whether 
the" pofct of Inspector-General* canliat jje combined f with some other 
post, such as Commissioner of Excise. But, at present advised, I 
do n<>t think*that it cami)e done. 

Sir, as regards ihe other points raised by my friends, I can say that 
most of. theUj copcern details about which I am personally ignorant; 
but what I propose to do is to forward ? copy of the debate in this House 
to the Insj>ector-Generrtl of Registration, who is our adviser in this 
Department and I would ask him to let me ha.e his views as to how 
far the proposals that have been made can be accepted.. I believe 
that there are some in which relief can be immediately given. I know 
that the lot of the copyists in the Registration Department as well as 
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t\ ' 

that of the poor muharrirs is very haifi gnd I can tell the {House that 
I have on my own motion asked tfle Inspector-General tp consider 
what relief can be giwen to these poorly-paid h a rdwoi4«l Officers. 

Then, as regards the question of the se(*ond p<^st of Inspector of 
Registration Offices, I <;ali inform the House that an additional post 
has been created and the appointment to 4h*at post has \>een made verjf 
recently. On that point I do not think there is any cause for any 
complaint. Generally, Us I have sA ill tjiat I am ignorant of details, 

I will seek the hfclp of the Inspector-General to carry into effect all 
the suggestions that have been made' in this House. Some of them 
seem to be of a very pressing character, und f l can give^my, friends an y 
assurance that I will do my best to see that they a ye carried out. With 
these words I commend the demand fpi^the Registration Department to’ 
the favourable qonsiderartion of this House. 

• • • • 

A Member: May I lfiioW what is the Government policy regarding 
bribery ancf corruption? * 


Mr. SPEAKER: •Tim question has not v^»t •bVeti raised at all. 

• • * * 

The motion of Mr. lb Banerji then put* and lost. • 

^ * • 

— rf^fthe above motion covered No. the latter did not arise. 

Then the motion that a sum ( .f i>. 18,81,000 ho granted# for expendi- 
ture under the head “11 — Registration” was put f arid agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then udjoui'ned till 3-30 p.m.’ on Monday, the 
6th September, 1937, at the Assefnbly House, Calcutta.^ 



1056 , 


[6th Serf., 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under iho provisions of the. Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thk Assembly met in the Assembly - House, Calcutta, on Monday, 

the 6th September, 1937, at 3-30 p.m. 

¥ ( 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hor’ble Khan Bahadur M. Aziztjl Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, the eleven Tlon’ble Ministers and 213 members. 

r i 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to V. hich oral answer* were given) 

* i r » 

Detenu Mr. Paresh Chandra Sanyal. 

•97. Mr. CHARU. CHANDRA RQV: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minion* 

in charge of" the Horne (Special) Department aware that the health of 
Mr. Parcvsh Chandra Sanyal, of Tungail, a detenu in Deoli Camp, is 
broken down ? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the action Jaken by Government to improve Mr. SanvalV 

health; and i n 

(ii) whether Government arc prepared to transfer him to any 

healthier place in Bengal? 

« 

MINIPTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT ' (the Hon’ble 
Khwgia Sir Nazimuddin): (a) and (b) (?) The detenu has complained 
of dyspepsia, insomnia and loss of appetite, but on medical examination 
no organic Refect ^a^/jcoU found. His present weight is 135 lbs. 
compared with 148 11 s. on admission. 

(iV). .Orders have been issued for his transfer to Bengal. 

«* » V 

Babu NACSNDRA NATH 8EN: What is the reason for this 
reduction in weight of 13 lbs. P 

i 

The Hon'ble Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 
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>* » * 

Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MftflJMDAR: Sow lgng has the 

<letenu been suffering from dyspepsia? 

e 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir N/ttlMUDDIN 5 1 ask for notice. 

% • • • • 

*• • . 
Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUJftDAR: HoV long Vas % 
detenu kept under detention before tjie complaints were junde by him 
to the authorities^ * 

• 

a 

The Hon’ble* Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I ask for % notice. 


Detenus irom Mianapore. 

*98. Mr. DEBENDRA *LALL .KHAR: (a) ’Will the Tjon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Home ^(Special) Ddjny^ment be pleased to 
state — * • • 

* * . t , • • • # . 

(i) The nuffiber of persons in tbe district oj: Midnapore who have 

^still been kept as detents* finder the JLfengal Criiuinal Law 
** Amendment Act; t yid • 

(tt) the number that have been ^cept— 

(1) in jails, 

(2) in detention camps, and , 

• • • • 

(2) as village find home internees respectively!!' 

* ® • 

(6) Do the Government jn-ojmw to release them in near future? 

• ' * . 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The* ‘information 
desired bv the hon’ble member cannot l>£ collected without an undjpe 
expenditure oi tyne -and dalxyir which Government' fegret # they are 
unable to undertake. 

• \ • * * ’ 

(b) The attention of the hontde member is in^Ued to the statement 

made by me on the 9th August. * 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANVAL: Will the Hop’ble Mime^r be 
pleased to state if he maintain^ any register of detenus* find other 
political prisoners in different jails^and in different eanjps? # 

• ’ x ‘ * \ 

The HonNrie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do do! yinlaiD any 

register district by district. * # 

48 * 
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Or. NALINAKftHA SANDAL: Will tlie Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to gtat^ if the District Magistrates hare" any concern with tbe 
administration of detenu camps- or other places of detention? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIH: A certain amount of 
concern they do have. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: WiJl the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if ihe District Superintendent of Police has got any- 
thing to do with the administration of persons detained under his 
* respective jurisdiction ? ' c 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir KAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir, under their 
respective police jurisdictions they have a certain amount of control. 

* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA. SANYAL : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the District Superintendents of Police and District 
Magistrates have to exercise jurisdiction over some of these persons 
placed under detention in their jurisdictions; and if so, is it not up to 
them easily to find oui who they are and how man\ of them there are 
under their respective jurisdictions? ‘ - ^ 

The HQn’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIhlUDDIN : There are other methods 
also of finding out the information, but as I have already stated it 
entails a great amount of ‘labour, time and cost of money which Govern - 
ment regret they are -unable to undertake. . # 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to siVte if a simple letter addressed to the Superintendent of 
Police would give him this information or not? 

The tron’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: It would not do if we 

addressed only one Superintendent of Police. 

«■ • e 

4 « • l 

Dr. NALINAKSAiA 8ANYAL: But so far as this question is. 
concerned, it is with regard to Midnapore only. The question is as 
follows : — * 

t 

“ (?) the number of persons hpphe district of Minapore who have 
still been kept as detenus under the Bengal Criminal Law 
(Amendment) Act.” 

May I sublet that in the circumstances stated / it refers to Midnapore 
only? 
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' i * 

Tin Hon’ble Khwajl 8ir NAZII^UDOINi Bi>t may* I draw the 
Honourable member’s attention to* question No. (it) namely, the * 
number that have boen kept in jails, ^in detention cam^se^bich concern 
more than one district? 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But # i*s # it not aJso # a fact 4hat there 
are two jails in Midnapore and that is more than one? • 

• « 

• • 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir*NAZIMUDDINj 1 understood it to mean 
jails all over Bengal, 

'Chairman, District BtJard, Midnapore. 

• • 

•99. Mr. tilKUNJ/V' BEHARJ MAITI: (//)•* Will the Hou^ble 
Minister in charge of J lie •Public* Health and Lpeal Self-Governpient 
Department he pleased to state w hf*ther # the pYesenl Chairman Of the 
District BoanJ of Midmipure holds office a*i ays elected Chairman by*" 
the members of the % District Board; oi* appointed J>\ .the Government ^ 

(/>)Td' the answer to clause (//)jsjn the affirmative, will th^Hou’hle 
Minister Jw pleased, in view of the changed condition of tin* country, 

\u restore tp # the meml>ers of •tip* District Boa ill the right of electing 
tbeir Chairman as soon as possible £ • * * # 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 8ELF % * 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Horr’blf Maulvi ,8yod Nausher ' 

• Ali)! (a) The present Chairman has ^>een elected by .members of the . 

District Board and not appointed by Government * 

* * 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. NIKUNiJA BEHABI MAITI: la the .Hon’ ble Minister amre # 
that the presqnt^ Chairman of t the District Boajd of Jjidnagore is not 
an inhabitant of that district? 

• \ • # * • 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER At H * am not aware, Sir.* 


Reconstitution of Vocal Boards, Midnapore. , 

• • 

^ t 

• MOD. Mr. IS WAR CHANffttA MALf (a) Will the Hon’ble • 
Minister in charge of the Pqblic Health and pocal Self-Government 
Department* be pleased^o state whether the reconstitution of Local 
Boards in tHe district »of Midnapore*has been due after \|ieir term of 
four years ? 
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' ' I ' 

( b ) If the* answei ,# to clause (cfy is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state when the next election of members to 
I he local bo^s^in the said district will take place? 

f 

The Hor.’ble Mfclttvi &YED NAUSHER ALI: (a) and ( b ) The 

reconstitution of the local hoards will be due in August, 1938, and 
the genejal election will be held on such dates as may be fixed by the 
Magistral e of Hie district under the Election Rules. 

* 

Midnapore Local Boards. 

♦101. My. "NIKUNJA* BEHARI MAUI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge or the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — ** * 

(i) when weie 4 thb last local boards’ elections held "in the district 
, of Midnapore; * 

(li) what is the usijai period ^of existence of these boards; 

(Hi) whether that period has' in the case of the Midnapore local 
boards' be'eh 'extended ; 

(iv) if so, by which period; and 

(v) when will the, next local boards’ elections l>e held? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: (i) 10th Tune, 1933. 

(it) Four years in areas to which section 7 of the Bengal Local 
Self-Government (Amendment) Act, 1936, has not been extended and 
5 years in areas to which this section has been extended. 

(iii) and (iv) Section 7 of the Bengal Local Self-Government 
( Amendment) Act; 1936, is applicable to Midnapore local boards. 
iv) On addle to be fixed by the District Magistrate under Rule 32A 

of the Election Rules under the Local Self-Government Act. 

* c' 

Mr. NlKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : With reference to answer (Hi) 
nn& (it), what is the reason for ap] lyinfj section 7 of-the Bengal Local 
&elf- Government (Amendment) Act, 1936? 

i ' ^ 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: The Act has been 
extended t to as many as 17 districts, abd Midnapore is one of them. 

C < 1 

Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MALrls it not desirable to apply the 
amended Act to 1 such boards as had been constituted before the passing 
of that Ac.t? / ° . 

V % 

The Hobble Maulvi SYED NAU8HER ALI: Not necessarily, Sir. 
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*• . ' 
Witness sheds in criminM* courts, Rangpur. ’ 

• * * 

*102. Haji SAFIRUDDIN, AHMED: Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue DepSrtm^pt aware that tjiere arg no witness 
sheds in criminal courts in the Rangpur .district headquarters ? If so, 
does the Government contemplate to •rect the .'At me in thV criminal 

courts at Rangpur at an early date? * # 

• 

• • 

MINISTER *n. charge of' REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle 
Sir Bijoy Pra$atf Singh Roy): T here is a witness shed which is now 
being used to accommodate the Bengal Tenancy Act*, (Certificate ami 
Debt Settlement offices? It is propped to shift these offices to t lie 
main building when the Pblice o.ffi*? moves to the Settlement office 
building on the termination (?f the. •District Sejt^ment operations. 
This arrangement will fuobably fate effect within a yeuj\ so the witness 
shed is l^elv to be availaTde for ^ytnewes within that perifltl. .* 

Babu NACENQRA NATH SEN: Where ^v f il^ tl*> witnesses sit 
the nftantim^? 

i he Hon’ble Sir BIJAY PQASAO'SJNGH*ROY: I want notice. 


SHORT NOTICE STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

• • • • 

Hunger-strike of detenu Mr. Abdul Halim. • 

. • 

•102A. Miss MIRA OUTTtt’ CUPTA: (oi Vill* the Ilon’Me 
Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department. *be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact .that Mr. A Infill Halim, wft^is now a dejenu, 
at Pachagarh in the district gf' Jalpaiguri^ is on hun^er-strjjse ? 


( b ) If so, si^jee when diddle sjart his hunger strike? 

(c) What are the reasons ^>r this actiiAgg^* 9 . 

(d) What i$ the present state of health of Halim? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir N^ZIMUDDIfl: (a) aiul (&} *Tbe detenu 
lias given up the hunger strike on the 1st September, # 

(c) Sympathetic lunger-strike with th£ Andamans Hunger- 

Strikers. # , 

• » 

( d ) His health Is satisfactory. 
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' t * 

Mr. NIMARENbU' DUTT.A MAZUMDTAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether any communications w-ere sent by 
the detenus fo^jail authorities befpre they resorted* to a hunger-strike? 

1 t 

The Hoifble KhWaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 'I ask for notice. 

r o' 

Mr. NIHARENDU OUTtA MAZUMDAR: Did the Hon’ble 

Minister enquire about the state oh health of the detenu when he went 
on hunger-strike? f « 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir.' 

• ' ( r f O ‘ 

, Mr. NIHARENDlf OUTTA MAZUMDAR:' With regard to question 
(c), may I know if the Hon’ble ''Minister took any steps to ascertain 
whether any reason ws given by the.detenu before he actually resorted 
to a hunger-strike? , , 

The Hon’ble Khw.tja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 believe. he did give 
feaMius that hi* Mas a,sj-nipathefi<: hun^er-sl like. ( 

* * ( <T 

*102*. Babu KHACENDRA KATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of< the Home (Special) Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that Mr. Abdul Halim, a detenu 
now interned at Pachagarh in 'the (Kstrict # of Jalpaiguri, has gone on 
hunger-strike-? 

(/>) If the answer to (w) is in the affirmative — 

(/) what are th$ Reasons which led him to take such an extreme • 
step; and 

(ii) for hpw litany days has be been on hunger-strike? 

t 

(c) Is it a fact that he has been suffering on and off from various 
(diseases since hi$'iiiternnfent a\ Pachagarh?* 

( d ) Doen the' Hon’ble Minister c.ontehnpfate releasing him at an 

earlv date? «. n j. ^ 

' (c) Will the Hoiuble Minister be pileased to state whether he is 
considering ^be desirability of permitting the questioner, who . 
represents the constituency wherein the detenu Mr. Halim has now 
been keyd in confinement, to have an interview with him to ascertain 
the present Mate' of his hfalth, his grievances and if necessary, to 
induce him to give up the liungerstrikfc ? • 

t i ‘ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (b) ^he detenu 
has given up^he hunger strike. 

(c) His health is satisfactory. 
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(d) His release will be considered m acco^daipe with the po^cy 

announced by Government. * * 

( e ) Does not arisfc. 

• 

Dr. NALINAKSHA *$ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the report about his health has bean obtained fropj 
a Civil Surgeon? / 

The Hon’ble £bwaja Sir ^AZIMUITOIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NIHAfilNDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to stateaop what repo at lie opined tlmt his state* 

of health is satirfactorv ?* • * 

• • 

The Hon’ble Khwaj# ’Sir NAZJMUDDIN : Gn*tl* last report ye 
had about him. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZJMDA'R : •From whom was tfle— 
last report about the health of Mr.^ Abdul Hjiliffl 'obtained? 1 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUqDIN: 1 for notice * 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DA^TA: •For how ‘main dj^vs was lye on 

hunger strike? * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDtN He commeyced it on 

• Saturday, the 20th July and gave it up on the, 1st August. 

• • 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

• • \ 

(to which an*wer* were laid on the tabife) 

• • . • 

Calcutta Improvement Trust schemes. 

I ^ • • • 

86. MaiAv'l ABUL QUA8EM: (a) Is th^on’ble wimste, in 
charge of the Public Healtji and Local Self-Goveriynent Department • 
aware — * • • 

• (i) that schemes framed yean* back by* the Calcutta fmpnavement 

Trust for the improvement of Wards Xos. • 14, 15, 10, 17, 

* 18, and 27 h%ve yet remained in abeyance; and 

(it) thaF several schemes framed later affecting potions in the 
uorthern ^quarte/s of the city have been' carried out? 
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* ^ . 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state the reason fortgiving preference to schemes 
framed lat^fc i + 

e # * 

The Hobble Maulvi SYED NAU8HER AMs (a) ( i ) No such scheme 
has been kept irr abeyance. -The only schemes framed in respect of any 
of these wards not yet completed are two schemes in Ward No. 27, viz., 
Scheme No. XXXIII regarding Southern Avenue — 1st Section, which 
is nearing completion, and Scheme No.^XLVII regarding Eastern 
portion of Southern Avenue, which is in progress. , 

(«) Some of the schemes which have been carried' out in north 
Calcutta were framed later than those referred to in (a) (i). I may 
explain that it has been the pwlicy of the Trust to carry out works in 
the north and south of the city Simultaneously as far as possible. 

(b) Does not , 

• t 

Mai’iv: ABUL QUA8EM. In'', which portions of Wards 14 and 
13 improvements Lav**, been carried (tut ? 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SVED NAU8HER ALI: 1 want notice. 

» ,,4 '» 

C rants to union boards by district boards. 

j « 4 v 

87. Mr, BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY CHAUDHURY: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Depaitment be pleased to state the principle according to 
which the district boards make financial grants to the union boards? 

(6) Is it a fact that many union boards in spite of their levying a 
rate under sections ‘17 (/>) of the Pepgal Village Self-Government Act, 
1919, receive tnly a nominal grant from the district boards? 

the Hon'bta’ Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: (a) The hon’ble 
member’s attention is Invited to section '43 of the Village Self-Govern- 
ment Act, as well as to Government Circular No. 3267-70L.S.-G., dated 
the 20th July, 1921, a copy of which laid on the Library table, in 
which the district bc^r^T^ere directed' to distribute a substantial por- 
tion of the augmentation grants received by them among the union 
boards within the- district. 

(b) tla/eniment are aware of complaints by union boards regarding 
inadequacy of the grants made to tM?m by the district boards. 

Maulvi ABOUL BARI: Is tbe Hon’bl^ Minister thinking of 
laying down 4 general principle regarding payments to 'be made by 
district boards tp union boards? 
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* « , ^ 

The Hon’ble Maulvi*8YED NAU$MER A4- 1 : • The principle is 
already laid down, as stated^in the reply and in financial matters like • 
this, Government do # not consider it^desirable to forc4#tife hands of 
district hoards which are self *gc* T erning institutions, but would always 
expect them to assist union hoards as liberally as ’their fifnds would 
permit. * *• • , , 

< $ 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI" Will, the Government , consider the 
desirability of taking* action against delinquent district hoards who do 
not respect the Government Circular? • * 

• " v- 

« 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SY^D NAUSH£R ALI: question* 

assumes that district boards have been# guilty of # delinqffcnc\ which I 
am not prepared to accept. . . 


Detenuj of Pabne and Bogra* , 

** s' 1 " ** • 

88. Babu NARENDRA NAftAY^N CHAKRABARTY: x „) 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the llome^lVAiyca}) jVpaHmcnt be # 
pleased^o lay fln the table a statement showing— 

• -i , * 

(i) the names of persons resident of district of Palma And Bogra 
respectively, w r ho ha^'e so fan been 'arrested and detained 
under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment ‘ Act and the 
Bengal Suppresshm of Terrorist Outrages Act ; 

i * 

(it) how many of them are still under detention — 

(A) in detention camps, 

(B) in jails, 

* 

(C) in village domicile — (1)* outside .the district, and * 

(2) within the district, and % 

(D) in home internment; 

(Hi) the n^mes of internees from 6ther districts at present detained 

in the* districts of £abna and Bflgra respectively ;* and 

» 

(vv) whether ally — 

9 

(A) personal allowance, and 

(B) family allowance, are paid to all fhe internees mention- , 

ed in (i) and (Hi)? # » 

* • # • * 

(b) If the answer to (a) (iv) ^ in the ribgative, will the dlon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — * « m 

(t) Hie /iuml>er of detenus under (a) (i) and* (Hi) to whom — 

(it) personal allowance, and 
* * * 

(B) family allowance, respectively, are paid; 
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* v 

» 

(it) the amounts paid to rejtch detenu tfnder the above heads 
separately; and ft * 

(Hi) name£ of detenus who have complained df — 

,(1) insufficient personal or *faftily allowance, 

(2) indifferent health, and • 

(3) inadequate medical aid? 

(c) How many internees u/ider (a) (?) an<b (Hi) have applied foi 

their removal to — r ' 

(i) healthier places; 

(ii) home domicile; an-I 

ci (Hi) places where adequate '"medical ajd is available? 

A 

m 

(d) How many f of these applications referred to in* (c) have been 
granted and how many refused? 

* <\t ■, 

„ The Hon’ble Khwaj? Sir NAZiM,UDDIN: The information desired 
by the hon’ble member is not available and cannot be obtained without 
an undue expenditure 'of w^ime, labour and money which Government 
regret they are unable to undertake. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SAMYAL: ^Vill the Hon’ble Minister 
pleased to sa\ whether there is an officer known as District Intelligence 
Officer of the Special Branch whose duty it is to maintain a register of 
detenus ana other political prisoners detained in a district? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 again repeat that 
this question refers 'o all the detenus who belong to Pabna and Bogra* 
and a mere retention of register is net going to help me to answer the 
question. ' * . 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stated! it is a fact that .District .Officers do maintain a register 
containing' the 'hemes T of persons belonging to districts to whom the 
Bengal Criminal Law (Amendment) A«t applies? 

f 

The Hon’ble Kh«*ie ten NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

« Kj 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased tc state if his reading of the question is that this question refers 
to persons residing elsewheve ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think it refers to 
persons who are residents of Pabna and Bogia who haver^o far been 
detained. Such detenus of Pabna and Bogra are under^eteniion all 
over Bengal. 
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Performance of prayers by ^ Muhaiprimflan prisoners in (he Comilla 

» Jail and other jails. 

. * 

88. Maulvi MD. HA8ANUtzAhJAN: (a) Will thq Hon’b^ Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Dejmitment 4 be pfeased ty state — 

(?) whether there is any legal bar to # the prisoners in Bengal jails 
performing their religious t rites and saying their prayers 
regularly ; * ^ • 

(it) whether the •Muhammadan prisoners oM’omilla jail are allowed 
to perform their religious rites; and 

(???) whether on the gceasidh *ot the last A ohpuja ceremony a per- 
formance was held jn the (\>ihilln jail com|K)uhd ? , 

(b) If t£e answer to (//) (ni) is in the affirmative, what are tlue 

reasons for not allowing Ihe Muhanhnadan prisoners to sacrifice cows 
and perform^ prayers in tlfe jail? ’ # ^ . 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be also pleased to state whether (iov* # 

eminent are considering the desirability of allowing cow sacrifice and 
performance of prayers b\ Muhuminadjtu pri^nd* hi rtie* ('omilln jail 
and other jails of the province? , • , 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZJMUDDIN: (a)\i) am] (//) Prisoners 
in Bengal jails, including the Muhijmmadan prisohers in ‘the (’onqlla 

jail, are allowed to say their pCayers and observe certain religious rites. 

» • 

(???) A jatra jierforniance was held near the staff quarters but out- 
side the perimeter wall; no animal sacrifice \f}js t made. , . 

* (b) No animal sacrifice* is aUowcd in ii jail; Mftlyunnrtulan prisoners 
are allowed to say their prayers. , # ' 

» 

(c) I am not prepared to change# the existing mbit. 


eL ence 


Mr. SYED JALALUDOIN HASHEMYt Wjth reference to answer 
( c ), does it not interfere wdtji the religious rights ot Mu^im prisoner*? 

The Hon’ble Khevaja 8 ir NAZJMUDDIN i No, Sir. I do not think 

that interferes with the religions^ rights of Mus lima 

I 


Semite convicts. 

J 98 . Mr. 8 ATYA PRIYA BA 8 LERJI: W*ill the Hon’ble 'Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Department l>e pleaded to lay a statement 

on the table showing sinc<^193ft — • 

* ' • * 

(*) the nfiines of thfr ladies who have been convicted for,offences of 
a political fiature; 
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^ f* 

(ii) the jails hi which they rare at present lodged; 

(Hi) thpir ^ociol status before conviction; 

(iv) the divisions in which fhey^ave been placed; and 

(r) a r description of the kits 'supplied to the division III lady 
prisoners? 

t- 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (i) to (iv) I lay on the 

(able a statement giving the information desired ,in respect of women 
now undergoing imprisonment' after being conVipted of murder, 
attempted t mvjder, or otfyer offences committed in furtherance of poli- 
tical movements. r ' 

*■ & 

(v) Attention is invited to f(ules„1159 and U63 of the •Bengal Tail 
Code, Volume 1, f, copy of which is in the L/brary. 


Statement referred fo in the answer to clauses (i) to (iv) of unstarred 
question, Vo. 9 0 reyard ivy female terrorist convicts confined in 
lien (/a l Jails. * * * 


Serial 

No. 

4 

1 Name. * 

1 

Jails in wind) 
conti ned. 

o 

Division in 
which 
placed. 

Social status beioie 
conviction. 

1 

Santi Ghosh 

% • • 

«» 

Midnapore 

* 

II 

Deemed to have been 
accustomed to a 
superior mode <jf 
living. 

2 

Kalpana Dutt 

Ditto 

II .. | 

Ditto. 


Bina 1j(\h 

Dinajpur 

II 

Ditto. 

4 

Amiya Majj'tndar 

Ditto 

II 

Ditto 

o 

6 

i 

Parul Muldierji r 

Presidency , . 

II 

Ditto. 

6 

Suniti Choudhury 

Dacca ,i . , 

III 

Not deemed to have 

t 

* i » • 

, ^ -*«*■ 

V 


been accustomed 
to a superior mode 
of living. 


Mfi PMIREHDRA NATH DATTAs Is the Hon’ble Minister 
awarerthaf Suniti Chowd&ury is a daughter of a Government employee 
y hose father was a ministerial officer in a Collectorate ? 

* a * 

The Hoh’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: An ^x-Govefnmen 

officer who hac retired. 


QUESTIONS*. 


im.] 

# •* 


106ft 


Mr. PROMATHA RANsiAN THAKUfj: Ha% the* Hon’ble Minister 
any objection to use tlie tern$ “lady 1 ’ *m place of ‘‘woman” in the 
answer ? 


(No answer). 


Mr. 8HIB NATn UANtKJtb: Whtit is tfoo ape o£.Sumti* 
Chowdhury? 

The Hon’ble Klitoaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : I ask for notice. 

a 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR RO*: Has the Hon’ble Minister, any parti- 
cular reason why Jhe word “lady” shou\d not be used in the answer? 

it 

• ** 

The Hon’ble'Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: She, is convict and I 
do not know if the epithet “hjdv” # should be used in respect of a eonvidt 
woman. 


Suicide by defend Mrinal Kanti Cho'Jdhiky of Jessore. 

i 

91. Mr.' ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE^ (a) Is 'the Rou ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Special)’ Department aware of th« circumstances 
\ under which Mrinal Kanti Choudhpry, of Jessore, committed suicide 
' in the Detention Camp at DecfliP 

( b ) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state whether any letter 

was left behind by the said detenu ? , , . 

(c) If so, are Government . considering the durability of making 
the same public? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) l I r es; , he feared 
violence at the hands of other detenus. 4 \ , 

(b) There is nothing abouf a letter in the records of *the case. The 
suicide took place over five year^ ago. 

(c) Does not afise. 


District Board dispensary ,in the village KundaJa, Birbhum. 

- , # * 

# 92. Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI : (a) Is the Hon’bie 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government <Medic$l) Department 
aware — . * » 

, * * 

( i ) that IP permanent District Board dispensary i» the village 
Itundala, thana Monneswar, district Birbhum, 'of 17 yenrs 
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standing has abruptly been closed and removed to a villas 
Kotasure; and f % 


(ii) th&r'tfy causing distresj to the poor irfhabitants of about 35 
villages ? 


(b) If the Answer to debase (a) (i) is in the affirmative, will the^ 
IJon’ble Minister he pleased 'to make an enquiry into the matter? 


The Hon’ble Matllvi'SYED NAUSMEK ALi:<A representation to 
this effect was received by Government on the 26th July, 1937, and a 
report has*befn called fo& from the District Magistrate of Birbhum. 

V 9 


' f mu» iifits uiwir Qurgwnoi 

93.' Mr. K. NOORUDQIN:,<«) Wilf the Hon’ble fillister in 
charge of fhe Public Health and l/ical Self-Government Department 
be pleased to name how many higher posts are held by* Muslims in the 
Medical Depart inert?* * t 0 

(b) .What is the proportion ? f , 

kg) How many Civil Surgeons 'are at present in Bengaf? 

{( 1 ) How unSny are Muslims? 


The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAU8HED ALI : (a) and (b) These 

questions are indefinite.' 

(c) Twenty -sever . 

(d) None at present. 

) 

Maulvi ABD^L BARI; Are Members of the I. M. S. recruited 
from among the Members of the Bengal Medical Service? 



Mr. aVVo JALALUDDIN HASH EM Y: WiU the Hon’ble 

Minister be prepared ,Jo fill the 28tn vacancy in Civil Surgeoncy by' a 
Muhammadan $ 

* r < L 

The Hon’ble Maulvi SYED NAU8HER AU: If a Citable candi'- 
date be available. 
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Short Notice Question ‘(Stared)’* 

9 

Mr. HIHARENDU DUTTA MAfUMDAR: Will* ttfm Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Heim* '(Police) Department be pleased to 
state — * * • 9 9 

(?) whether it is a fact that the office of tlte E. B. ‘Railway 
Workers’ Union at Kanchrapara, which is also the lochl 
constituency dffice of the lion’ble Member for* Barrack pore 
Labour Constituency, was searched by the local police on 
Friday? the 27th August; 

• « _ 

Hi) whether it is a fact tuai Mr. Pulin BhattacliarjeeyAvho was in* 
cliarg£ of that office as local* representative j>\ I lie Hon'hlffc 
•Member for Jlarrackpore •Labour Constituency and also as 
an employee pi'* the aforesaid Union, \ta» arrested after the 
search and is.beng detained in custody^; 

• • * • ’ / 

(lit) was there a valid warrant # fdr the aforesaid ‘search ml aVrest; 

(vv) what are the.reasons for the same; 

(c) what is the nature of articles seized in the course of the search; 

* 

m % 

(h) whether he is aware that* the (General and Departmental 
Membership Register Books of the Union were seized and 
carried away by tljc pul he along with i lie personal effects of 
Mr. Bhattacljarjee; 

(i 'it) what are the reasons for the seizure it>f the Membership Regis- 
ters and Book** of the Union; and 

vui) whether he contemplates passing necessary orders — 

* w rt 

(1) for the immediate restoration ot the articles belonging to the 

Union; and ' * 

(2) directing that Mr. Pulin Bhattacharjee be forthwith 

released Y v 

The Hon*ble Khwaja 8ir NA ilMUDDIN (i) Yes. 

J * 

(n) Yes. i , 

(in) No warrants were requSfed by law. 

o - ^ 

(iv) The prenjises were searched and Mr. Pulin Bhattacharjee was 
arrested* on # 4he requisition of the Officer-in-char^e, Canning P. S. in 
connection tfith a case # under section 117, I.P.C., read with sections 148 
and 448, I/P. C., which has been started there against Mr. Pulin 
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Bhattacharjee. TJic o$ence joeing cognizable, no warrant was neces- 
sary for his arrest, • # 

( v ) and f ^’?>- Tlie following articles were seized*. — 

(a) A note book containing severaf articles on communism and 

conditions in Russia, and articles oriticising terrorism and 
' Gandhism. 

(b) three pamphlets in Bengali on the present conditions in Russia. 

(c) The E. B Railway Workers’ Union notice bpok, Kanchrapara. 

(d) Registration book, E. B. R. Workshop Unfo,n. 

(vii) TI 4 * Registers we^e seized for s<jfcutirty and examination. 

(vii)( 1) The articles would be disposed of according to law. 

(2) The offence for which* Mr. Pulin Bhattacharjee is arrested is 
bailable. 

Mr! NlftARENpU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Was that charge* 
against the arrested person in connection with some work of the local 
Kisan Samitie's in the Port Canning *area? « * 

' r 9 

The Hon’ble Khw^ja Sir NAZSMUDDIN: This is a short notice 
question, Sir. aftd 1 i>ave no further iniormation available. 

r « 

Mr. N.HAREMOU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: If there was no 
warrant for the seizure of the register books of the union, under what 
authority ’did the poKce seize ' the hooks of the union which is a 
perfectly lawful orgi.nization of' workers? 

The Hon’b'fe Kfiwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: They can do that on the 
strength of flie search warrant, Sir. 


Dr. NALINAX8HA SANYAL: Is it the practice with the police, 
to take any and everything during a search or is it the practice to take 
bnty such articles apd .other things wljich may be of an incriminating 
nature ? < ' 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Whatever they think 


is necessafy they take. 






Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will tba Hon’ble ^Minister be 
pleased to eta 4e if articles criticising terrorism^ are corfSfcflered object 
tionable by the police P 1 : 



The Hon’ble Khwaja. Sir NAZIMUbpiN: This, case is sub jurhce 
and the articles have been seized in ootitiection* with certain charges 
that have been made. I do A>t even know what thqpe charges are and 
I am afraid I cannot sfdd anything inoje to what I hnve^aiready stated. 

» •• 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAZUMDAR: Whaf is the* scope of 
the search warrant which was issued and ^liat wer^the articles which* 
the police were authorised to seize? > * 

n • 

Mr. SPEAKER! The IloVble Minister lias already .said 1 that in 
connection with fljiS short ^not ice quest jon he has given all the informa- 
tion which was ‘available to him. In view ot that I do not think that 
this question can arise, gspeoiiuiy as the matter is sub juiir (/. 

y 

Mr. NIHARENDU PUTT MAZUiJlDAR: J am asking, Sir, about 
the articles which the sqprch warrant authorised to. be* seized. 

J 'f ' ’ . * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja SirvNAZIMftjDlflN : 1 Ixwe mwnfortn&tion 

on the subject. • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is an article cfritieising Gandhism 

* 

objectionaWe ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZUMUDDIN: do mi say it, is 

* objectionable. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMP&R: Will • the Hon’ble 
•Minister be pleased to state categorically whether *it is* not a fact that 
the register book of the union w^ seized with a view to victimise the 
employees who have joined the union 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDip : <^ertaii\y not. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Why Vere the artloles^criticising 
Gandhism and terrorism seized ? , > \» 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot jfllow that question because ’’the Hon’ble 
Minister has already said tjiat all this is in connectipn with £\ judicial 
case which is pending and therefore is not within # the o pus^itfw^of this 

House. 

0 

Mr, NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR*: WilJ the Hon’ble 

Minister be'jjleased to state whether Mr. iJhattacharya ba^ been granted 
opportunities to come obt on* bail ? 

49 
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iThe Hon’ble Khwaja Sir tyAZIMUDDIN; It is a bailable case 

and there is c no reason to suppose otherwise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Next question. ^ ^ 

f r 

Dr. NALIKAK8HA 8ANYAL! On a point of order, Sir, 
ilr. Dutta Mazumdar was on' his legs and he was going to put other 
question when you were pleased to pass on to the next question. May 
we submit that we should have full opportunity to put supplementary 
questions during the first'hour of every day’s meeting? 


< Mr. 8PI£KER: I)r, tfianyal, you must Realise, and I hope both 
jlie Leader of the House and the Leader of the Opposition will agree 
with me that to-day is the last da^' of the Bud'gqt debate. I have given 
every latitude to, put- supplementary questions during the last 16 days, 
it ‘would not be fair to the House if it doep not get to-day the oppor- 
tunity r r (if participating in the Budget debate which has got to be 
brought to a ’close to-day'- 


Regarding Mr. Spfcakftr’s consent to the adjournment motion of 
r Kit . Spreqdra Mohan Maitra. 

|«r. 8URENDR/? MOHAM MAITRA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have 
got your consent to my adjournment motion to raise a discussion on the 
situation created by tlie closing down of the Kajsliahi College by Govern- 
ment. M^y I now have the leave of the House to move it to-day. 


Mr. 8P*AKER:' I have given my consent that this matter should 
be brought day after to-morrow and ’net to-day. 


Certain comment? in thp “Dainik Basumati” of 4th September 1937. 


Mr, 8tEAlfeR: t)n Saturday last I referred 'to a matter of 
privilege of this Assembly* arising oift of certain comments in the 
^Dainik Basumati”. The comment was — that Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose 
the leadef pf the opposition is devoicDof sense of humour, else how 
coulcl he even imagine the question if parliamentary dignity and 
decorum- for the Bengal Legislative Assembly during the ministerial 
regimepof.Jjfr. A. E. Fazlul Haq. 

• ' f r 

The comment further was : — 

A 01 


In a legislature fGiere Khwaja Naw r ab ^abibullah easily say 
th^t be has given up all that he possessee^h order to 
imurnvo the lot not merely of peasants but the toiling 
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millions of Bengal, does Mr. &rat dhani^pi ^Bose think that 
parliamentary Signify ami fleemum can Jbe established in 
such an us^mbly. 

• ## • 

I brought the matter to tfie notice of the Housg on Saturday last 
and gave time to the paper concerned. J find that Ihe paper in its 
issue on Sunday has justified its commends and has* characterised ft ilf * 
a head line as an act of heat on my parV 

I have considered the matter very cwoly. If the paper wou^l have 
merely remained content b\ criticising n^ or my •conduct as (lie 
Speaker in any£inanner«it liked, J would have advised you to leave the * 
matter there. I have never impatient* of any criticisms in the 
press and I liaue always, profited by Jliein. Tl«e TTouv/ knows thah 
from thebtime I was elected tis yom^Spenker, l was /fry anxious that 
every possible “facilities ^should he givan to the press, as 1 genuinely 
and honestly feel tRat in the future development and shaping of 
parliamentary government in tlfis jguunt^y, the press must ajtfv’uys l>e 
one of the most iinj)ortant factors in our pub^c life. The LeifHers of 
the different parties know how anxiout I have along been to mate* 
suitable arrangftneiris for a press gallery oi* the* floor* of this chamber* 
and when permanent arrangements could not be ifade, l took personal 
interest i rearranging a temporary g^ffery for the press. I slptfl always 
be anxious ,tp provide cveiy •pyssihlr facilities# for the rcpuitcis who 
have often to discharge very onerouj aml.responsiblc dulio# and I would 
be the last person to be ruffled by any piess comments so^long it*does 
not infringe on the privilege of this House. As ft" matter of fact there 
are other papers in Calcutta which have bee*i no less ciitical but 1 am* 
.glad to say that they hi*ve been fair and reasflntjde in nfattcis concern* 
ing this House. ♦ • * . 1 

I do maintain that whale rff tw natiue and ^wnnplcxion of the 
Ministry, whether any particular Aflnistiy remain* tm* gfles, the House 
shall always endevour to maintain its own dignity anu flecorum ami 
woe be the day when the Jfouse will defend Jits dignity and presjige « 
on the oTfiour eff miy Mipi%trJ. It iVtlierejore f#>r thjs # Hou^ to decide 
whether a comment that a parliamentary dignity and tlecofum cannot 
be established h/ the House beea # u*e of *a* particular Ministry is oi* W 
not .serious breach of privilege .for this House. - \ # 

I do realise that this is on the beginning unparliamentary system 
of Government and as Mr^ B?>$e reminded me fhe other day that- we f 
are still new to our task and I would have been glad t^leate fh# matter 
there without bringing it to yfk^notice if the pap&r had evtii /emotel^ 
suggested in its second article that it did not lii^an to <#)nvey anything 
against the House itself, its .privilege, dignity i^nd decorum. I would 
hate overlooked that pa?t of the comment w r here, it is said that I was 
not able f!T,keep the#Ohi^|f Minister within bound of/ parliamentary 
decorum. I h^ve since bad opportunity to look'tt) th<* practice in tjie 
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House of Commons and I find that for breaches of privileges committed 
in the House in the presence of fha Speaker, the Speaker has the power 
direct to take action, but it has normally been the practice to refer 
such matters as also matters ari ing oui of the House to a Committee 
of Privilege whicli # is a sessional committee constituted at the beginning 
of each session. I also feel that the question of privilege is likely 
to arise from time to time and it is the house that should not only 
decide all its privileges but also all matters concerning breach of 
privileges. Hr. Sanyal has raised a question as how the newspapers 
should publish reports of proceedings ot this Hou c e. I would there- 
fore suggest that the Leader of the House may be pleased to move 
a resolution on the following lines a^Jhe first item immediately after 
questions off the 8th instant and if carried, I shall t|ike steps to hold 
elections on tHd* 9th so that I ‘may have the advice and guidance of 
such a Committee in the present matter and in the matter raised by 
Dr. Sanyal. If tmch 1 a Committee be constituted, it will enquire into 
all complaints of breach of privilege and recommend all matters con- 
cerning privileges. 


Resolution. 

That a Committee id Privilege be immediately constituted with the 
Deputy Speaker. as the 1 Chairman* consisting of 11 members elected by 
single transferable vote and thereafter unless otherwise decided under 
Standing Rules and Orders, such a Committee be similarly constituted 
as a sessional committee as the first item at the beginning of each 
session. 

Mr, SPEAKER: May Lnow know, if (he Leader of the House will 
be agreeable to bring a resolution on iim lines I have suggested? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I have no comments 

to make, hut 1 shall he glad to bring forward such a resolution. 

Mr, SAttAT CHAHDRA BOSE; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think I should 
express the feeling which is upperm >st in my mind at this moment, and 
that is, that the Houst* may well congratulate itself on thedecision you 
have* takeli this afternoon. As you knew, Mr. Speaker, the House of 
liords end the nouse* of Commons in breat Britain, which together 
constitute* w?iat is^known as the nigh Court of Parliament, have their 
respective ^Committees of Privileges. There they are in this advan- 
tageous position that each House is the guardian of its own privileges, 
and those privileges are in most respects well defined. , In this country 
the difficulty that we have to face is this, ^hat the privileges of a 
Chamber such; as this are somewhat indefinite and undefined; and. 
therefore, Sir, I welcome all the more the decision which you have 
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taken this afternoon for* the formation <*f a Committee *of Privileges. 

I am also glad that the Deader of the •Souse has expressed his assent 
to it. , •* # 

The only other observation I desii4 to make is this. I feel that the 
constitution of such a Cqjnmittee*will not only prestj^ve a*std enhance 
the dignity of the House, but it will, at 4jie same time, preserve and 
enhance the dignity and independence A the Pretfs and that *is what 
we are all interested# in. I am sure, Mr. Spooler, you -yourself uni 
interested in it jjjst as inueh # I fe$d that without, a dignified j^nd an 
independent Pres^, •which will make its eonu#*nts witho*t*fear or favour 
and which at hlie same* time will malte its comments with dignity aad* 
decorum, without such a Prcse^fl is impossible for the province or the 
country to advance. !, .therefore, wqjcome, tlnf decish/n which yoi 
have taken, and I hojje the’Commi^tee of Privileged will function in 
such a mannef as will (^pnt ributt* to the dignity this House and* also 
to the independence* of th e^Press * # 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I inquire yt Mr. .MiJ^ir if \\<f agrees to U* 
constitution of a Committee of Privileges on Mialf of the European 

Group? • * 

• 

Mr. C. MILLAR: On behalf dl* the Hurojjelfn Group, Kir, I most 
thoroughly welcome the appointment of a sucl^ a Committee. And 
might I suggest that in it* preliminary investigation ally such •Com- 
mittee should consider what legislation may be^necessanf in order to 
enforce any decision which the Committee of Privileges *might hnvp • 
to take? , 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Thank ladie? and gentlemen. 

The Ho use will now proceed with the Budget den/hndft, viz., Demand 
No. 13 — Other Taxes and Duties. 


THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 

FOR- 1937-38. * 

• • 

DEMAND FOR GRANT*! 

• * 

* 13 — OtNfc^T axes and Duties.* 

/ . 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINCIJ ROY: Un the recoin- 
nendatiotftf His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
»f Rs. 4$A>00 be grafted .for expenditure under the hfead “13 — Other 
axes and Du^es”. * • . 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarfcar. 

c ' • t 

Dr. NAJ.INAfc8HA 8ANYAL: May I submit, Sir, that all the 
demands thai? have to be voted of to-dajbmay be moved by the Hon’ble 
Ministers one aftejr another? 

" Mr. 8PEAKER: What* I; propose to do is this. Half an hour 
should be devoted to the discussion of this demand, viz., “Other 
Taxes pnd Duties”. Another hour shoul^l be devoted to the discussion 
of Labour matters under ^ “Miscellaneous Departfipent” and under 
‘IPorts and Pilotage”, in which Labour is ‘particularly interested. 
After these^two demands*are finished, •» I would ask the Hon’ble 
Ministers to mpve their demands one after another. • 

** t. 

Maulvi ABU ^IQ§8AIN 8ARKAR: Mr. ftpeakqr, Sir, I beg to move 
that the sum of Rs. 43,000 demanded bv ^ 1 he * Hon’ble the Revenue 
Minister for expenditure under the ( head “13 — Other Taxes and Duties” 
bf reduced b\ Rs. 3(),o(K) . (widespread demand for the abolition of un- 
popular tobacco tax).c* * 

This amount, Sf*, viz.* Rs. 80*500 represents the entire demand 
made fov t lie administration of the ‘tobacco tax. I feel I have some 
privilege fo move a mtption 1 i k 6 this, asj come from a district which 
grows tobacco Ai lai^e quantities, 1 mean the district of Rangpur. 
This< Tobacco* Licensing Tax takes ‘us back to the days of the Round 
Table Conferences, when the representatives of the Bengal Government 
.pressed the# Government o t f India for a share of the jute tax, and the 
Government of India asked the Vlovernment of Bengal to exhaust all. 
its resources so that it might receive more. than 50 per cent, of the Jute 
Export Dufy. Unfortunately, 4 the G<o^ernment of Bengal to comply 
with this dirqptioJir of {he Government of India taxed tobacco, which 
is said to b^ the poor man’s solace. This tax is considered to be one 
of the most obnoxious talxes ip Bengal, because it touches the pockets 
of poor men. Agriculturists work- very harden the summer as well as 
in the rain’fe season, and when their lives 1 become intolerable they take 
ont pull at the hookah In order to settle and soothe t.faeir spirits. This 
solace is also denied Jo .him when he goes to a shopkeeper to buy his 
tobacco because the shopkeeper demands more than the usual price, 
as he h^s to take out licence for selling tobacco. I consider Sir, it 
is a sheer ^rqelty to tax the poor men like the agriculturists of Bengal, 
to whoif^ t^onl/coKifort ip life is the comfort of smoking. No doubt, 
ttyese agriculturists pay, other kinds of’Yaxes on their necessities of life, 
•tick as the salt tax, the kerosene tax, and taxes on other necessaries, 
including that on match boxes. But these taxes are collected at the 
source; therefcfc'e, he pays those taxes practically unconsciously, but, 
here, this tobacco ta* is a direct tax, and it directly touches his pocket 
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and his spirit rebels when«he thinks # thaf the only tfiiife of comfort to 
him, viz., tobacco, is also being taxed. I submit # #hat if the House 
votes for my motion,* Government w^l not lose much* lor, from the 
entire country Government cofiectj Rs. 3,50,000 only. Out of this sum 
more than Rs. 30,000 is §p%nt as expenses for reftainiiigp the (Tepartment. 
Therefore, Government will lose only a syitT of near, about Rs. 3 lakhs* 
If Government sacrifice this small sunn, it will not lose very much, 
but at the same time it will get ^opportunity of snaking itself 
popular. “Do a^y with th^ tobacco tax” was the slogan durfng the 
election campaign*of many of us, and especi^fly of those gentlemen who • 
had got hookah as their symbols^ They hack to carry on a propaganda 
that they would do aww\' with Hiis tobacco tax af^once. This hookah^ 
Sir, so far as 1 remember,# was the Symbol of ou^* Premier in his 
Patuakhali battle-field." Therefore, it is expected that the Premier at 
this time will make»at Teast some'effort to dcf aW£y*with the tobacco 
tax. I kqpw, Sir, that thtV exprtmt^rs of foreign* tobacco, ci^jjrs, and 
cigarettes will not like this idea.* I afso know,. Sir, Jluit ttier rich 
people of Bengal who spend hundreds.*)!’ rupees j#r month for smokirtff 
will noi tax th^ir brains for a few annas oj; for\a few pice which thel 
agriculturists are to pay for buying *his tohaccp. iTherefore, T appeal 
to the representatives of the agriculMrists, win* jmme here directly by 
the vote of^he agriculturists, Jo aceej^t .this n*oUon to do away with 
this obnoxious tax. Up to this thne, Sir, we Jlave*dcme practically 
nothing in this House for Die agriculturists. Whatevef^we di<f, we 
did for our benefit only. We passed our Ministers’ Salaries Bill; we 
passed our President's and Speaker’s Salary Bill; and we passed our 
.Members’ Emoluments Bill, but directly for duT.agriculfurists we have 
done nothing up till now. h confess, Sir, jthat hftpe of lightening the ' 
burden of taxation on the agriculturist's practical^ Inrecf me to join 
the Krishak Proja Party. But ojie* month’s experience *in this House 
tells me that I had better call myself a member of the Nikbil Banga 
Loot Pat Samiti. Sir, our Chief Minister a *few days back promised, 
us that cart lflade of goajs ‘will be ‘scored against fciV adversaries. I 
confess, Sir, he has scored soijie goals, but I may remind Sim that he 
has scored no goefts for his electors. • I wftirld appeal to him to retftemt>*r 
that at Patuakhali he had to m|ke this promise fljat he would do away 
,with this tobacco tax. Now, fif he cares a little for the pobr agricul- 
turists, he ought to ‘help tliis^House and the Cabinet to do a\*ay with 
this tax now and here. Tlien, I think that will do & grea* cte^J for his 

constituency. 

• 

Now, Sir, no doubt the agriculturists are not ’touched by this t£x 
but the tobacco*is grown in small part*of Bengal, and in the greater 
part of Bei#al they are all buyers and not growers. Therefore I appeal 
to the Ifeuge througf you most earnestly that jfchis motion of mine 
may be accepted so tbat f tobacco tax may be repealed* from this time. 
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Tobacco tax wUs 'imposed whin ( Bengal wr.s under a severe distress 

due to financial orjsis and it was introduced as an emergent measure. 
We expected*, ‘Sir, that with thp recovery from r financial distress this 
tax will go. But I found from t\e sjfeeeh of the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister Vnich ke* delivered at the time of introducing the budget that 
*hev w.as no indication of tuning away the tax from the shoulder of the 
poor people. On the other iattd, there was a mild threat to the effect 
that this tax -.would* be renewed/ I appeal to the House to see that 
this t dx may- not be renewed again, but at the sarfe time it may be 
repealed now and here. With these words I recomineml my motion to 
tbe acceptance of the House. ^ ^ 


ftazi EMDADUL HAQUE; I rise to give 'my whtffe-hearted sup- 
port to the motiW 'moved by my friend Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar. 
Of all lynds of measures that ^vere, bnTughf in, 'in 1 Mo this tobacco tax 
was 'do. mosj. unwelcom# measure, because it directly affects the poor 
people in the mufassK? Of course, apparently there is rfome exemption 
in I he case of gnawers, hitf in actual operation of 'rhe ^ct we find that 
(lie growers as well L the sellers are harassed as a result of this measure. 
It is laid down in tin,’ #Vc< that a^pan who sells more than '*20 seers of 
tobacco leaves or ke£p* a stock Iherepf. is a wholesale seller: so also 
in the case of* retail sellers the, re is p specific amount laid down. Now, 
Sir,* in actual operation we find that the growers cannot take their 
tobacco leaves to thP market for sale because as soon as they go to 
‘the market they are caught hold of by the excise constables and they 
ask for license*. And vWn the growers tell them that they are growers,* 
the constables ask for proj)f and thus they are harassed and cannot 
avoid the paymeni^f some safaini to ^he constables. The local officers 
are also agairtst ftiem and the grrfwrrs are asked to sell their tobacco 
outside the* market as if they have their own market. These poor 
peojple cannot make a nftrket* of their own, It is apparent that these 
growers afe nfltf , allowed to # sell their tobacco in the "market simply 
with a vieV to* patronise the licensees t (who have taken out tobacco 

license) : and this mea’ns a great hardship to the grSwers. 

# 

TJien there are some landless people ^who are in a much worse posi- 
tion than the cultivators themselves. Sc|ne of the cultivators may have 
lost their^lagded property or holding foi* not being able to pay off debt 
to theii*m^hajani or.for other reasons an^have become landless tenants. 
These persons may nwjke Iheir living^oy preparing bvris and toba&o. 
tfhey have lost'their holding and may have taken up as an alternative 
this bm-making profession. Men like the’m ape surely ha^d hit by this 
tobacco tax, because as soon as they take up this profession* they will 
at once be regarded* either as wholesale of retail sellers* and so they 
calnnot avoid the payment of thi^tax. In this way tbfese poor people 
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are also bard bit by tbe provision. It^ is • therefore, ^ifgessary that this 
Act should go • 

(Here the member having, reached the time-limit f Resumed his 
seat.) * 

• * * 

Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HAQ: Sp^ke in Bengali. 

• 

Mr. PRAMATH/f NATH BANERJEE: I rise to support tbe cut 
motion of my ffiund Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar and wlyle doing so I 
am very pleased *to hear that hookka was*fhe symbo? of the Hon’ble 
tbe Chief Minister. I was not present at Ratuakhali and I cannot my 
what pledges t^e Chief Minister, then trembling in the midst of bis 
election fight, gave to bis* constituents. If he had that wonderful 
symbol, then 4 might* with reason "Tone lude that he'has smoked away 
those pledges. I bear'd just noW t lie speech • oi *my poet 'friend 
Mr. Mozainmel Haq:^poeib do»not always rely* upon .facts and when 
my friend referred to this section of the*Hous(? wij.li whose concurrence 
the past Government was supposed *to hnv8 .passed Ihe obnoxious 
tobaceo tax, k e probably forgot that the Congress was then nowher^ 
near the scene. The Congress might hhve fil^fd the canvu-s of bis 
imaginatfbn. 0 ^ a • 

The second point which my»frieiftl Took wasttuht the present Govern- 
ment could not possibly be held guilty of the sins its predecessors. 
There again my friend probably did not read the while piyier^of the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister in which he said specifically that the five' 
taxes imposed upon the people of Bengal sn 1935 would be reimposed 
by the present Goverifment and the tobacccf th*x is one* of the brotherly 
five. The origin of this tax is obscure, i In 1M5 Sir John Woodhead 
wanted to prove himself as a member of the Govjqjnmenl of Bengal to 
be good a boy. The Niemeyer Colnmittee had just # becpn appointed and 
Bengal was most anxious to have a share in the Jute Export Duty as 
well as in the income-tax* and therefore Bernal put up a note nqjt on^y 
to show thaf iff had made retrenchment^ to the exJeM of Rs. 77 lakhs, 
but that it had imposed additional taxation to the extent obRs. 30 lakhs. 
Within these $0 lakhs was intituled *tbe tobacco fax. Thaf deiigion 
had also »an ulterior motive f because Sir Jolyi Woodhtyid was then 
most anxious to effect a restoration of the out in the* claries of all 
Government officers — a ^restoration which was* to have cost % bankrupt 
Government only an annual recurring liability of Rs. I7fy> lakhs. The 
*tobacco tax yielded only RsS5,30,000 last year. * It is eijjecJhd to yield 
only Rs. 3,50,000 this year and the expenditure on pccount'of the^col-^ 
Jection^of tobhcco tax has.been set down at 1^. 30,0Q0. I do not know 
whetheiodhe expendifure on account of the collection of the tobacco 
tax is included in tje expenditure on account of collections of the Excise 
Department* I find the expenditure on MV. Tobacco has been 
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transferred frbm^one hgad tocanother and whenever there is a transfer 
of heads I always *feel a little Suspicious an& doubtful. 

Upon the v^rtubs of tobacco I do j^ot think* I need dilate much. 
On Saturday morning I canonized opium find hemp and sang of country 
liquor. Tfyis afteuioon.I do not c propose* to imitate my friend 
Mr. Mozammel 6aq in dilating upon the great virtues of tobacco. Its 
Virtues hre quite wfell-known- tp those of us who are regular chimneys. 
Well. Sir, this is a e commodity Tyhich knows nb distinction of race, 
caste, qreed or colour and I d6 with theautmost sii^cferity support the 
cut motion for*the abolition of c the tobacco tax. I notice that the 
'Honourable Finance Minister has just come back. If he, in his plenti- 
tude of bounty had given us an assurancalibt to smoke away the amount, 
if my friend the Hon6urable theP Chief Minister had not had the hukka 
as his symbol, th'en our task migtit* have been 1 lightened. This is a 
matter on which ^e 0 qught to divide,* This is’fiftax which the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister should not look forward tc/getfcing next yeaj. 

At.tljrs stage the.Hobse was adjourned for 15 minutes. 

• £ 

t 

{After adjournment.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: \ c may just° t announce at this stage’ that in 
modification of our pi^ious pjogittnime the Home Department have 
sent us a comnpuiHcatiUn that tfye Hquse will sit on the 8th, 9th, 10th, 
11th, d3th, 14t*h, 15th, 16th, 20th, 21st, 22nd and 23rd and 1 non-official 
Bills will be f taken ujmm the 15th and 16th and not on the 21st and 
l 2?nd as announced before. uN on-official resolutions will be taken up on 
the 8th and 9th* The ^}S)nse will sit at 4-45 pun. daily on the 13th, 
J4th, 15th, 16th, 20th«and 2?rd instead of*at 3-45 p.m. except on the 
10th and lltlf when the House ‘will sif ai 4-30 p.m. and 10-30 a.m., 
1 respectively. A fofihal letter will he»sent to all the members in the 
usuai course. * L 

• : 

1 THe Hon’ble 4ir BI^OY PRASAD 8INCH ROY:« Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I do no&propose to go into the merits of the tobacco tax and I 
will ^either try to justify* the t«^ nor admit that it shoufd be abolished; 
but 4 I will submit this * much that it is fr not a tax on tobajcco but a 
license jtax ion selling tobacco. Those who said that it is operating 
very harshly on agriculturists w'ere not q^uite correct. Sir, the tax 
expires automatically* in August, 1938, the life of the Act being three 
years, and^bq^h Government apd the Housfvwill have ample opportunity 
of considering whether. Hie tax should be renewed or not during the 
1 nexi budget session. As a matter of fact, Government are at present 
busy collecting figures from different districts regarding thejgject of 
the tax on the v^Jue of tobacco and on the Qonsumption of tobacco. 
• So it is rather early foa Government to come to a decision one way or 
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the other, but this being: a taxation measure Government are in a 

position to announce that they will J>e guided IjolelJ rfy the wishes of 
the House and if the Jlouse is inclined to the view 0at the tax should j 
not be renewed, Government ^111 ma^e no effort to kht^> the Act on 
the Statute Book and they wfll gq by the wishes of the House. The 
Act expires in August, .1 $38, and during the hext Imdgef "session the 
House will have ample opportunity of* deciding 5 on the fuqts ,that - 
Government propose to place before it a3 to whether the Act should be 
renewed or not. With these few w^rds I would^rcqueat'the Hon’ble 

mover to withdraw Jiis motion? ’ 

• 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA ^C3E: Mr. Speaker, may 1 ask for 
information on one or tw*> points from. the Hon’ble Minister who just 
sat dow r n? What else can 'the Government do in a matter of this 
nature except *to abide, by the decision of the blouse? What is> the 
concession he is mating I yin not able to understand' 

• ' , ’ 

> » « 

The Hon’bje Sir BUOY PRASA^SINCJ* ROY: Government &re 
no doubt bound to .obey the wishes o*f the House, but if it is clear to 
Government tlfnt the majority of t*he Houw do iujt w'isli the ^.ct to b^ 
renewed, 9 Government will not p.ven make /a proposal* for its 
continuance. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLOL H\JQ: Sir, ever staoe 1 assumed 
office I have heard remarks from my friend's on my left, as regards 
election pledges and the manner in which I, have broken^ those pledges 
# and gone hack on solemn promises Aiade at the time of the election. 
May I, Sir, on this the last* day of th’e budget discussion make one or, 
two friendly observations in ordih* to quicken the memory bf my friends 
of the Congress and their supporjevs like Mr. ^Abu ^osftain Sarkar and 
others? I am doing so, Sir, in a spirit of humility ^ a vd subject to 
correction if I am making any mistakes. \ quite realise, Sir, , that 
my friend's of the Congress and t^eir allies )ike M* 1 . Abu Hossain 
Sarkar have been smarting under a sense' of defeats'' they ^ave received 
at the hands of ’the Coalition and, it is npt surprising that they slymld 
indulge in one or (wo sarcastic remarks in order- to have some consola* 
tion at least from the remarks, however irrelevant and unjustified they 
may be. At the time of the election the Congress gave a solemn pledge 
in their manifesto that' thby are going to wreok th§ qonstitutiop. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal : -^Read it again.) May that c|ay never 
come when I shall have to lo’ok to Dr. San yah fpr inspiration to lead 
an English document. I have read the election manifesto through 
and through; to wreck, the constitution was the Congress motto but 
they hafe*now takep the oath of allegiance and have accepted office 
and they are enjoying the sweets of power, and ,eveq, Mahatma Gandhi 
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Las found something good in tLis mucL maligned constitution. (A 
Voice: What about the resolution regarding constituent assembly?) 
That was after thh election. If the Congress can change their attitude 
after the elec^idn, the Coalition f roup ate also entitled to change their 
attitude after the election. 

Now, Sir, I°am submitting this only in a friendly spirit; I am 
Only pointing out that even Congress Ministers who are supposed to be 
free from anv blemish or fault, who are ideal administrators, have had 
to modify their election pledges a little in order to . suit the require- 
ments of the fine ; but so far as I am concerned I cfe not admit that I 
h^ve broken my election pledges. 

Now, Sir, coining to the point at isrtie, tobacco tax, it is true that 
my symbol at the r time of the election ' at Patuakhali was the 
“ Hookah ” and my symbol at the bVher constituency was the “Plough”. 
I wanted the “ljlough” at lMtuakhali also ’but the chance of the 
lottery threw the “Hookah" on me and I Kid make the very best use 
of that symbol in order to carry on the campaign against my rival. 
Now, Sir, 1 did 1 say that the tobacco iax weighed very heavily on the 
cultivators and ought to he abolished. 1 am prepared to admit that 
'1 did give a pledge to my vonstituc nry at Patuakhali that I shall do 
my very best to ha\e the Act * repealed. That being the position I 
have explained, as nyifcirds the Goyhtion group, that so far as this Act 
is concerned 1 am personally very strongly of opinion that it should not 
be renewed and that it should' he ahowed lo die a natural death. As 
# regards the question of repeal, my friend Mr. Ahu Hossain Sarkar, 
who is a lawyer of repute, must understand that one Act can only be 
repealed by another repealing Act." 

* Jf it is the d< ore of the House that the Act should be repealed 
before its time, it can be done by a repealing Act and Government will 
not certainly oppose its introduction. It will be considered on the 
merits in the House and my friend', the Minister for Revenue, has said 
that if it is the wish of tho majority of the House, Government will not 
oppose the repeal- of the Act. Sir; I thinfc so far aa> this particular 
motion is concerned, there is no difference between Mr. Abu Hossain 
Sarkar and myself, becau.se we' are both agreed that fhis tobacco tax 
does cause hardship t(j< the cultivators. Whether it does so or not, 
that is> the opinion he [mlds and that is the opinion I am prepared to 
endorse. Then we both are agreed that' it should go. It may be 
allowed to 4 di<l a natural dteath or, if it is to' be repealed, it must be 
done by repealing' Act and, it is open to 4 Jny member of the House , to 
bring in a repealing Acv So far as we are concerned, we leave it to 
the discretion of the House and for this reason : this Act was intro- 
duced, as has been pointed out by Mr. Pramatba'Natb Banei^i^ in order 
to raise money to enable Government to forego the salary cul Now, 
Sir, as we understand the situation, if the tax has got to go, then 
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• salary cut or some sucK cut of that kiud will hflve « ..y imposed and 
Government will have to survey the yvybole sii*iatij>i/j If ft is your 
dfesire that this Act should go, then I think we wilhbave to consider 
other ways and means of raising revenue and one of jP will be to 
impose a salary cut. If it is ‘Jie desiii of the House that we will pro- 
ceed in that direction, in whatever way you dNire to proceed , we will 
be prepared to accept your decision. That being the position, I 
submit that my friend, Mr. Abu Ilossaui ’Sarkar, will at least on* the 
last day of the budget debate agree to withdraw* bis motion because 

the motion is • 1 

• * 

• *' 

Mr. KIRON BANKER ROY* Pro] >ose /or another Round Table 

Conference. • • 

* • * 

• # • rf. 

The Hon’bfe Mr. A’.,K. FAZCUL ^UQ: That is another m^Jhod. 
As I was saying, tTie motion is for the abolition i)f the unpopular 
tobacco ttix because it is a widespread demand. I agree tjmt it is 
“widespread”. I agiee that it js a “demand"”. 1 agree llafit is 
“because” and I .agree that “it is unpopular” ; but wh<?it> 
is tlft point)? There is no question ISbfore* the House of} 
repealing the Act. (Dr. J. ^ M. t IHs Iiui^ta: to strengthen 
your bands.) My bands are stroqg enough. >^10 object of this cut 
motion is to* draw attention ta> the widespread and for tfio abolition 
of the tax. Attention has been djjpwn j,o the faA th2l ii is unpopular, 
thai*it is a wirespread demand; we admit it. If you wjfnt a Division, 
you will have it. 

« 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: , Sir, may I have a few minutes 
to reply to the Chief Minister’s remarks ? 3 J ‘ # 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have already closed the debate»and I am sprry 
I cannot allow you to speak at this sta^e. I^will, however, permit you 
to raise this l¥)int later on. % § * * • • 

* 9 % f # ^ 

It seems that the amendment of/Mr. Abu Hossain’Sarkaf is irregular, 
as it says that the demand be re&pced 4)y R$. 30,500 which is.the|Sum 
provided for the establishment for the realis^vjbn’ of the tobacco tlix. 
Has Mr. Sarkar any objeefion' to the motion beinp amended as 

follows : — • • * 

. • . . * 

“That the demand be reduced by Rs. 100, to raj^e a» difcqpssion for 
tLa abolition of the unpo$4 ar tobacco* tax 2s it is*p/ Videsp^ead 
dtemand.” 

• • m 

Mr. ABU H088AIN SARKAR: I have no objection .to the motion 
being amended as proposed by you, Sir. 
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The motion being put in the amended form* and a division was taken 
with the Allowing result : — ’ u u * 

' t 


AMil Hakim, Maulvi. 

AMU Majid, MaUM. i 
Abdul Wahad, Maulvi. 

A«u Hossaii. iarkar, Maulvl. 

Abul Paial, Mr. Md. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. Cyad. 

Aaimuddin Ahmad, m£ 

Bsnarjat, Mr. p. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. Pramatha Math, 
lanarjaa, Mr. Sibnath. 

Banarji, Mr. latya Prlya. 
Bannarjaa, Mr. Manaranjan. 

|arma, Mr. PuapaJIt. 

Baiu, Mr. Santosh Kumar.,, 
Bhawmik, Or. fiobinda Chandra. 
Blawaa, Mr. Raalk Lai. 

Blawaa, Mr. Surandra Nath/ ' 
Baaa, Mr. Sarat Chandra. 
Obakrabarty.Babu Narandra Naray 
Ohattopadbjry, Baba Harlpads. 
Oaa / Baba Mahim Ohanda. 
tfai, Bbba Radhanath. 

^Oa» Gupta, Baba Khaiandi^a Nath. 
Oat Oa r .-, nr. J. M. * 

Daa fiapta, M*r. Narandra Nath, r 
Oatta, Mr. Ohirandra Nath. ^ 

Oatta fiapta, Mia. Mira. < 

Oatta Maxamdar, Mr. Niharandu. 1 
Emdadal Haqaa, Kazi^ 
fihoaa, Mr. Atal Krishna, 
filasuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

’ Gupta, Mr. Jofaah Chandra. 

< Haian All Chowdhnry, Mr. 8yad. 
Jilaladdln Haahamy, Mr. tyad. 


AYE8. » o 

donab Ali Majamdar, Maalvi. 

Khan, Mr. Dibondra Latl. 

Kamar, Mr. Atal Chandra. 

Kanda, Mr. Niahltha Nath. 

Malti, Mr. Nikanja Babari. 

Maitra, Mr. lareftdra Mahan. 

Majl, Adwstta Kamar. -- 
Majamdar, Mrs. Hom«prava. 

Maxamdar, Mr. Birandra Nath. 

Mandal, Mr. dfcfandra Nath. 
'J^ilruxxaman lilamabadi, Maalana Md. 
Miqbul Hosain Mr. 

Mukhorjoo, Mr. B. 

. t Mukhwrji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Mulliek, Srljut kahatoab. 

^ain, Mr. Eanda Prosanna. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarlnieharan. 
ramlzti’iin ARfciod, Mr. 

Roy, Baba Patiram. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

*Roy, Mr. Kamalkrithna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran bankar. 

Roy, Mr. Kiihori Pati. t 
Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

*8anyal, Dr. Nalinakaha. 
tarkar, Baku Madhuaudan. 

San, Babu Natandra Nath. 

8hJhadali, Mr. 

Shamauddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Slnha, ST/iJmt Manlndra Bhutan. 

8ur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

Tbakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


7 N0E8. 


Abdul Bari, Maulvi. ' 

Abdut Hafoax, Khan Bahadur tyad. 

Abdul Haiti, Mr. Mirsa. 

l|bdul hakim Vikrampurl, Mr. Md. 1 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. , 

Abdul Hamid than,* Maulvi. 

Abdul Jabbar PalwSa, Mr. Did. 

Abdul, \adun Mr. 

AbdLI until Biiwas, Maulvi. , {1 
Mbdul Majid, Mr. |yad. 

Abdul Wafmb Khai, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Ahdur Rahmar SIddiql, Mr. 

Abdur Raiboad, Maulvi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Kfum Bahfb*ai4vl 8. 

Abdur Rauf, R^. I gib. 

Abdrfr Raxxak, Maulvi. 

Abdd. Shahoad, Maulvi Md? 

Ahidur Rosa Ohourdhury, Khan Bahadur. 
Ahul Hasbim, Maulvi. 

Abul Hoiain, Mr. Ahmad. 

Abul Quasam, Maulvi. 

Attab Husain daardar, Maulvi. 


Ahmad Ali, Khan Sahib Maalana Enayotpuii. 
Ahmad Ali Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmad Hosain, Mr. 

Alfaxuddir Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 

Aminullah Maulvi. 1 * 

* Amir All, Md. Mia. 

\rmst.0R8, Mr. W. L. 

, Ashratali, Mr. M. ° 

Aulad Hassain Khan, Maulvi. 

; Bam.arman, Mr. H. 0. 

Bant Ali, Mr. Md. 

Barms, Baku Promhar*. 

Basu, Baba £atfndra Nath. 

Uturas, Babu Lakahmi Naraynn. 

Brashat vMr. F. 0. 

Caqs^atl, Sir fiaarp, Kt 
Chippandala, Mr. 4. W. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Caapar, Mr. C. fl. 

OrasffaM, Mr. L? M. 

Das, Mr. Auukul Chandra. 

Das, Mr. Kint BkusRp. 

Dass, Baku Dahandra Rath. 
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FflM Rut Chawdbury, Mr. m. 


r«M Hug, th* HuKi Mr. A. K. 

FttM Qaadlr, Kium BiMv NauhH. 
ruhr Rahman Maktaar, Mr. 

Ruimatar, Mr. E. O. 
ifauuddia Ahaml Chaadkary, Mr. 

•ala* tarwar Hatalni, Mr. Shall Syad. 

Qaam, Mr. S. A. w 

Qrlffttht, Mr. 0. * 

H •bibull ah, tin Haa'bla Nival Bahadur K., at 


Haftzuddin Cbowdhury, Maulvi. 

Hamiuddiu Ahmad, Khaa Sahib. •, 

Hasan luamaa, Maalvi |ld. 

Hasbtm All Khaa. Khaa Bajllar. 

Katina Martha*, Mrs. 

Naywaa*, Mr. Ragan. 

Hta*ry, Mr. Oavl*. 

I*rte Ahaia* Mia, Mr. « 

Jasiata**ia Ahan*, Mr. , 

Kasaai Ali Mitza, Sahibsada Kawaa fab Sya*. 
Khaitaa, Mr. Dahl Prataff. 

Maflsuddin Ahmad, Or. • * 

Maftta**ia Ohaa*hary, Maalvi. » 

Mahtab, Maharajfcumar Uday Chan*. 
Mahtahuddin Ahma*. Khan Bahadur. 

Mandat, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Maadal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Millar, Mr. 0. 

Milaa-Rohartton, Mr. C.%. L 


Morgan, Mr. 6., C4.E. 

Matlam Ali Mollah, Maulvi. 

Moiammal Hug, Majiivi Md. 

Muhammad Atsal, Khan Sahib Maulvi Syad. 
Mohammad Ali, Khan Bahadur. A 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Itrail, Maalvi. 

Muhammad Siddiqua, Dr. Syad. 
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Maktagji, Dr. R. B. i t . 

HgtHdk, tha HaaVa M4 R^ikaada flfhary. 

•MaWtk, Mr. Paila iahary. t 

Maaharraff Hawaia, tBa Hou’Mr Nawah, Khaa 
Bahadur. • % 

• Mbatagaswa! Hagat, Mr. Syad. 

M aatata Ali D^araa Sahih, Mr. t 
Randy, tha Hdh'bit daluraja id Chaadrt, al 
KaaiaMRiar. 

RataaMRih, Hawabxadm K. '• , • 

N author Ali, tha Han'Ma Maalvi Syad. 

C aaim addin, tha Hon bla KhuraJa»Sir, K.B.I.K. 

imya, Mr. T. B. d * 

* Noaruddia, Mr. K. , • 

Rahmaa, Khan Bahadur, A^jR. L 
tfaikat, th i Mon’bla Mr. Praaaana Dab. 
RaJibaddimTarafdar, Maulvi. 

Ray Ohaudhary, Mr. Blrandra Kithara. 

Ray. tha Han’hlt Sir Bi)ay Praia* Slngjt Kl 
Raj, Rai Bahadur Kshirad Chandra. 

‘*dtadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. * 

Saflruddln Ahmaf, Naji. 

* Salim, Mr. S # A. * • • a 
Sanaullah, AI-HaJ Maulana Dr. 

* Sarktr^tha Non'blt Mr. Nalinl Ranjan^* 

Saswon, Mr. R. Vl. . • 

If n, Rai Babalur Jagaih Ohandra. 
tarajul Islam, Mr? 9 
Shahahaddlf, ifr.*JChwaJa, 

• Shamiuddtn Ahmtd ^handkar, Mr. 

Shuniul Huda, Mauina. 
tflngha, Baku K^tUh Hath. 

* £irJhr, Baku Utta Knda. 9 

SuhraVardy, th«*H^’bU Rtf. H. S. 
m Tapuflah, Rai Bahldur Maangth Ull. 

Total Ahmad Ohoudhury, Mauivt |4aJI. 

Waliur Rahman, Mfuivi. 

Wait, Mri. Elian. 


The Ayes being 07, tftid the Noes bqing 122 khe motion was lost. 

* % • S 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sii* Bijoy Vrasad Singh Roy*lhat a sum. 
of Rs. 43,000 be granted for dxp^njiture under tli£ Jiea*! “Id — Other 
taxes and duties” was then put and agreed to. 

*. • < 

Mr. 8PEA4C^S I *>rt>pise now .That fhe fallow vd| iovf demands- 
may be moved one after another, ^i/d then I will ask the iton’ble the 
Commerce and Lilbour Minister to seplv .th thfe motions regarding Hid 
subject i. The demands are — , \ •&£ » 

a. 9 • 

“57 — Miscellaneous”; “56 — Stationery and Printing and Deprecia- 
tion Reserve Fund — Government Presses”, “30 — Po^ts an£ pilotage”; 
and “47 — Miscellaneous Departments”. 


. 57 — Miscellaneous. 

9 • t • 

MINISTlEfV in eharga* of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT |tha 
Hon’ble Mn Nalini JtanJair tarkar) : Sir, on the secoAimendation of 
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t . ; 

His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 27,07,000 
be grante^l for expenditure ireder the head “57 — Miscellaneous.” 

56 — Stationery and Printing and Depreciation Reserve Fund — 

Government Presses. 

c 

. Thq Hon’ble Mr. NALIMI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, on the re- 

commendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 22,63,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “56 — 
Stationery and Printing and Depreciation Reserve Fund — Government 
Presses.” 


30 — Ports ana" pilotage. 

„ f < 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARbY: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion* of His Excellency the Governor, I beg „to # move that sum of 
Rs. 3,85,000 be granted for expenditure u^er the head “30 — Ports and 
Pilotage”. 

' » 

» 

47- -Miscellaneous Departments. 

• • - 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, 8. SUhJhAWARDY: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of Ilis Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 6,01,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscella- 
neous Departments”. 

Honourable members will note that the Miscellaneous Departments 
refer to the Factories Department, the Steam Boilers Department, the 
Electrieul Inspector’s Department, Provincial statistics, Preservation 
•and translation of Anciei/t Manuscripts, Examinations, Administra- 
tion of the Ind au Partnership Act, 1932, and other miscellaneous 
•departments like the Smoke Nuisances Commission, Contributions to 
tfie Imperial Library, Administration of the Trade Disputes Act, and 
'Charges in England, as well .as Gazetteer and Statistical Memoirs. 

' 'e • 

Mr. NIHARINDU DUTTA ffliJZUMDAR:; Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
iidbve that the demand for R.°. 27,07,000 under th^'head “57 — Miscella- 
neous” be reduced >> Rs. 100 (t^ discuss the policy of Government 
with respect to labou: organizations and to enable the House to discuss, 
problems of Inborn ers’ security of service, health and unemployment 
insurance, maternity benefits, annual holidays with pay and other sub- 
jeets-erf vjthl interest to the working-class). 

■* , , t* 

I propose, Sir, to draw the attention of thisTfdujS&ito these important 
questions for two reasons. On the one hand,** ft Is^vfcell known that 
conditions of Labour in this country are miserat^le antd have drawn the 
attention of ail sections of public opinion in th*^ world, and they have 
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; • ,! 

been a subject of public* calumny against India onf more-than one 

occasion. It is'fresTb in our memory y%{ how tlie ifh&le of^fndia was 
indignant at the pict\y*e of India depicted by the notorious AmericaA 
woman, whose name is well knpwn in every part of the i#ofld and whose 
report was characterized by Mlhatpia Gandhi ap the Drain Inspectress’s 
report. I refer, Sir, to tJi^book by that notorious American lady, Miss 
Mayo. The conditions depicted there, although presented in A 

distorted perspective, were the conditions which are prevailing in our 
mill areas, conditions*which are prevaftlii^ in our yillages'and peasants’ 
homes, conditions jyhich are t%e direM outcome of the filth, misery and 
poverty in which •our workers and peasants fere condemned to live. It. 
is also very well known* that z¥>^,?.q very longf ago two representatives V 
the British Tradp Union moveihent, Messrs. HoljJsworth and Purcell, 
were deputed to India to ‘study th&^ponditions of labour. And what 
were the ^fn dings of these two eminent British tradyiinionists ¥ They 
slimmed up the whole ccftidition of labour by saying* thflt Indian workers 
were ill-fed, half-clad, and BbrriWy^koused. These findings of^he two 
eminent British trade unionists were arrived at" after a carefuWcPur of 
inspection of all the mill areas in India, particularly the mill areas on 
both s^les of tl^e rive* llooghlv. I think, Sir. tllaf after this declajjjion • 
about the conditions of Indian labouV from those two eminent ‘British 
trade uniorrists, much respected by sections # iy(d all parties in the 
British House of Commons, and]he ptbfi^ generulR, comment at length 
is useless to bring home to the jniblic^ and to 'he members of this 
Ho\ise the necessity ol immediate and urgent improvement’in the condi- 
tions of labour. * •• 

Then, Sir, the recommendat ions of # the Whitley Commission, which* 
have remained unfulfilled, also drew a^tefition* t% many of the demands , 
which are enumerated in my ‘motion with regard V) labour .welfare. I ' 
do not wish to tire this House with very many detail^aand with drawing 
a dismal picture of the lives of tlirse workers* and f>f .Ihe conditions 
under which they are constrained to live. Any visitor *to the mill 
areas will he couVinced at a glance of tig? 4*oi<Jtras< of the two pictures • 
that he will see ^ideAiy, si.de? Any visitor, can *ec b^/We I14111 the two 
pictures — on one side "the living planters and the ratidentfhl areas of 
the hurra sahibs? 3 nilf managers, syid pydbaMy ,owjiers of the’ mill*. * 
One will see their palatial bui^diWs on the ri^Ut bank of* the river, ’ 
and on the* other side, shut up frcfcn light and *air, the lio^els df the 
workers, the workers* bvstees. « Sir, in every parf of the civilized world 
the existence of workers’ hovefs on both sides of the sait»e*&all — the 
double-line system — has hefcn condemned* Any* - traveller 'passing 
tfttfcugh these parls.od&f, Kankiflarah, Jagatdai; Hajii^gar, SankraiU 
Howrah, and HoogKtyv in fact all the mill areas in which the workers 
live, will spa that rthe-' system* of double-line is still in vogue. And not 
only that, Sit* water-supply id these areas is also scarce, the sanitary 
conditions 6re abominable, * and it is no wonder that .the standard of 
50 
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the health an$ & he efficiency of our workers, in spite of the hardest 
toil that \hey do,* is forced down by the abominable conditions in 
tvhich they c are doomed to live and this condition is being further 
aggravated by the fact that in this country, particularly in Bengal 
with which we are directly concerned, there has never been a healthy 
and humane outlook or policy on the part cf the Government towards 
labour questions. t 

With regard to the organisation of labour that absence of policy 
was noted even by<* the present Labour Minister, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy, when he spoke in this very hall in 1934 on the occasion 
of the dock strike. I shall heie cite the utterances which Mr* 
Suhrawardy at that time made : “Unfortunately iu the absence of a 
proper well defined policy on the part* of Government for the welfare 
of labour, the pojice are compelled to rernt to all the means in their 
power to break strikes' and help employers howeVer rapacious apd help 
strike-breakers koweVei' , stupid hnd foolish -and wicked.” Mr. 
Suhrawardy in 1934 condemned this etate<of affairs and ascribed it to 
an absence of policy on the part of the Government. But what has 
been the change since under the new Constitution this new Government 
came to power with the llon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy as +he Labour Minister? 
We Imd that the systematic policy of this Government and of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy lias het.^to encourage the same state of things 
which Mr. Suhrawardy condemned previously. The police have all 
the means in their p^wer to break the strikes and help employers how- 
ever, rapacious and help strike-breakers however stupid and foolish and 
wicked : that is their policy in order to break the trade union move- 
ment. 

We can also with .pnofit look back to the cardinal point of Mr. 
Suhrawardy’s principle which he formulated not in this House and not 
in the year' 1937 ^ but what he formulated in the year 1934. Mr. 
Suhrawardy declared that policy, 1 suppose, to earn the confidence 
of* his imperialist master, to earn the confidence of the representatives 
of tne Jute Mills’ Association and others whose utterance Mr. 
Suhratvardv wa^ echoing only very recently. “If there is one public 
enemy that must be destroyed, one, evil^that must not be permitted to 
c^iL'upt our social structure, ope ev\l influence from which the labourer 
should be ,kept immpfie, it is communism. I have no first hand 
knowledge* olf it, but I can claim close association with some who 
have, and their views and their recital of. what communism has done.” 
We do £ct Imow who those associates* of Mr. Suhrawardy are from 
whom <$r^ c SuhraW£rdy draws his inspiration and knowledge about 
vommunlsm. Mr. Sph^awardy declares communism as a public en&ny 
in l India and Mr. Suhrawardy is shocked at the state of affairs which 
he visualises will prevail by the import of communism *in tljis country. 
All the observations of the Whitley Commission and all the abominable 
conditions unde|* which the Indian labourers ara doomed k to live do 
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not shock Mr.. Suhmwardy’s susceptibilities, those jc/mfitiola do not 
rouse Mr. Suhrawardy’s conscience, but these are precisely the condi* 
tions which are the public enemy to be fought, comfcat^I ^rfhd removed 
so that our workers may have J healihy and peaceful life. 

Let us see what is th^ active policy that**is beliy? pufsued with 
regard to trade union and trade union mtFcement since this.Ctovenw 
ment came to power i.e., during Mr. Suhiiawardy’s regime. With your 
permission, Sir, I shall read out certain portions of a letter and ask 
Mr. Suhrawardy t» say wheth^ he is, altogether ignorant % oi the # source 
from which this lifter emanates and whether 4ie is altogether innocent 
of any knowledge of what it contains. Thi$ let U m to addressed by V 
certain gentlemen to a jute iSiiy * manager at Titaghui and Mr. 
Suhrawardy may •proclaim, his ignorant* of the jTurtieular gentleman* 
who lias written this letter. 'flic l4tt$r says “. . MiV Latafat Hossein 

saw you I*am realty veiy thankful* to you. fui; Jiitf encouiageitient 

you have been pleased jo e^jcmL” Mr. Lutafat* Jlossein as is well 
known was* a candidate for election 4o Ibis House but was def<*lfted by 
about 42,000 votes in the lhurackpur, Labour* C^istitucirey. That w m 
the gentleman chosen b> represent the* interest pt labour and deputed! 
as the proper parson \o ‘make this ifpj'csentibtion to the jute manager. 

It proceeds “Co-operation shall leaj uf^hencl anti ?ye shall in uo time 
be able to finish the communistic influence in tHbypill areas.* If you, 
line Sahibs, Balms and the Sanlars, instead of oliijfructing the way to 
the progress of' their own Union. trv#to eulisl members and^to get lipne 
workers attached to the independent union under their own lifficors and 

executive we can very soon find the red flag nowhere in the mill area.” 

• • 

It proceeds on and on and I shall jfot # give # yiuny move details out 
•tf this letter. I shall conclude by saymg that fhjs letter at the end 
says ‘‘I hope that you would please help tlie workers* to <*filist more 
members and to show how the genuine Labour Unionfe plio^ild work, 1 
assuie you that I would try my humble best to ellucate tflewvorkers tr> 
be more energetic and more charming wrker^” • 

I find a ver^ welcome smitaon Mr. ♦Suhrawardp’s fa£ftand # the whole 
picture is now clear as daylight* befoiy him, Mr. Shafatullah # Khan. I 
will read out the ^gnature at t\e end of ^this letter He might* be 
close associate coadjutor and persoft/l friend of tlfg* Hon ’hie Minister. 
Let him deny this. This is the kind of work whjch is bemg'* actitely 
pursued and done witji regard labour organisftfions to-day. 

* • • •* 

Coming now to the actual grant we find that three*tbing^ar%tbere. 

In the first place the Hon’ble Labour Minister’s salary along/w{tV the % 
salfffes of ‘other Ministers have already been parsed, namely, at tl^ 
rate of Rs. 2,500 per month and since that salary jvas passed we know, 
and it has been brought to*the notice of this* House, what has been the 
fate of the poor # worker^ earring Rs. 2-8 per week who ai« losing their 
jobs and whose bread to being snatched away from their flaouth in ordef 
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to terroriJb and^iftimise thein^so that they may ipt join their Unions 
*.nd may ifot have the couragfe to Aland undeivthe red flag. And in the 
so-called Ma^oor Oazette the Hon’ble Labour Minister spoke about the 
red flag being thrown into the (Gtanges'jand floating across the seven 
seas. We* have heard ,(he same thfng from the Hon ble Minister in 
J934 when 14,(fi)0 labourer took their starfd holding the red flag 
aloft 'and may I remind the^JHouse that when 3,00,000 jute workers 
were holdin^the red flag nothing was seen floating across the seven 
seas. is (lie Ministry with the record of brdkei* pledges and not 
the workers’ "red flag wkiph will be thrown into tke Ganges and rest 
'floating across the seven c seas. The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq 
once said that he would smash the 1 Waters’ Buildings and throw it 
£nto the Laldighi. ' <> r 

Q- , * r< 

The Hon’ble A.K® FAlLUL HUQ: I do not think that Writers 
Buildings will be crushed and thrown into ther Laldighi. 

• r» . 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAJUMDAR: Yes, In the words of 
the '.'liief Minister it will, pot be the Writers’ Buildings which will be 
crushe’d^aud thrown. into the Lphfighi: it is the Minister with the record 
of broken pledges, i\ u the MiniVtpr who has smoked away his pledges 
that will have }o nijfet that fate. 1 Thf significant, fact, is this: Along 
with the salary of tilt- Minister two grants are asked for Rs. 17,500 lor 
organising 'I he Labour Minister's Department and Rs. 10,000 for doing 
welfare work. For' the disbursement of Rs. 10,000 we have to vote 
Us. 17.506 tor setting up a Department of Labour under the Labour 
Minister who’ draws lhs. *2,506 p month. Will it. be wrong to infer that 
the hooligans add tfie gantfstprs who ar^ familiar with the methods of 
oppression are ufaoisely the people and precisely the organisation who 
aye going t,p Ve subsidised by this' Rs. 10,000 as the beneficiaries of this 
Government’s “labour and welfare work”? 

(The memlp r having reached, the time'-limit resumed his seat.) 

( * 

,.<■ Maulvi ABDUL WAHAP KlfAMt'Will Mr. Dutta Majumdar tell 
us who is ^hafautvllah Khan and'wjiat connection he has with the 
Labour Minister? 

Mfv pnjEAKCI\: We are not concerned with Shafautulla Khan. 1 
think ft Vould be ccmverfient in view of the importance of the matter 
under discussion if I ‘give an opportunity to one other Labour member 
to move his motion.,. I ask Mr. Aftab Ali to move. his motion; after 
that I will ask Mr. Suhrawardy to reply; fhen there jvfK be an open 
debate and [he JBon’ble- Minister may give a reply to. some of the 
points that may V® raised > 80 desires. 
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Mr. AFTAB AU: I ’beg to move the* the ‘(Jeman/ at R 1 5,0*1,000 
for expenditure uncrer t|je head “4J-*flli8cellaueoul ©epamment” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 tq raise a discussion on the administration of the 
Trade Disputes Act. % # I • 

I first propose to discuss the •Trade Dispi»Jes Ant. At# the outset 
I would like to draw tRe attention of th^ House th%t in this year’s 
budget no money has been provided for file adminisfration of th*e Traife 
Disputes Act although in the last yearns budget there was a sum of 
Rs. 2,000 for tkcusaiJie purpose. The Ilrade Disputes Act, it is need- 
less for me to a^M, was brought into existence for jfie purposp of 
settling trade disputes arising between the # employers and employe^!.* 
Sir, we are having industriaf unfest : we are having strikes and this 
Act was meant tor one purpose and onn purpose til one and that is foe 
the settlement of siick'frade disputesfby the use of this Aor. Recently 
there was an occasion glueing tRe. last# jute sjrike # /y which thi# law 
could have been profitflblyynforced and w^ could have known, this 
House coiTld have known, whether*The J*ite Mills’ Association was in 
the right or the Mazdur Chatkal Union wiywiiMhe right. Tlut tb^ 
Labour Minister, for reasons best kifown to lijm, did not like to act 
or tak£ action Glider this legislation, #nd it *tas announced in th^ffess 
that he first decided to appoint a Uoajj^of Conciliation but changed his 
mind afterwards. I maintain, Sir,*thitf by nof Appointing *t he Hoard 
of Conciliation or the Board of*Bhquirv.oi*in otheriwords, by not taking 
any action under the law ($ this %ountoy for settling iicli disputes, 
the’ Labour Minister lias played very clearly into the batiks of Clive 
Street or of my friends to my left 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You ma^y refer t*o Clive Street but you cannot, 
refer to your friends to the left. • 


Mr. AFTAB ALIS All right, Sir. But the House knofb quite well 
what the ('live Street means. While pointing out the absence of.any # 
mone} for thie, ^m I to.Mjy t>r are to pnderetand, flat (government 
have definitely come to the co^clu^ion that they do not promise to take 
any action under «the Trade Dispute^ Ac if 9 Ate we.to understand tl»t 
so fai as the Government of Bepg&l are concerned' the Trad<e Disputes 
Act is a dead letter? Are we to understand, Sir, that tne*indifttrial 
strikes are to come«and they# # are to be suppressed by brutal force? ( 
I cannot, Sir, infer any oftier thing in the absence*of anj ifum under 
this head save and except ftiat Government ha\^ definif^y #flecider^ 
noSTto take any action under the* Trade Dispute* Act. • 

In this connection mav T, Sir, move another # cut motion? 

• • • 

Mr. BPEAKERs^am afraid you cannot do so^nqw. 
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Mr. A|FTAB^ALI S f *So m^ch for the Trade Disputes Act. And so 
far a h the^welfaVe l policy is corfftefcned, my friend Mr. Dutta Maztimdar 
lias alreadyidealt with it at length and I would f include one item only. 

I am referring to the grant of donation #to one Calcutta Sailors’ Home. 
Although pie amount i$ only E 9 . 960 I* think I will be failing in my 
duty to the workers whom \ represent in ttfis House if I do not point 
hut to ydu, Sir, that this gra*'t to the Calcutta Sailors’ Home does not 
include any, grant even to thfe extent of a pie to any Indian Seaman 
and I speak, Subject «to correction, Sir, that so far as^I am aware there 
is no Stich thing as the r Calcutta‘ SailoA’ Home.' JThere is a Marine 
*C]ub mainly built-up with^ndiar! money only for dances and recreation 
at the foreign seamen visiting this port* Although I am not against 
f Wording facilities in foreign fjeamen visiting ‘this port for recreation, 
at the same time I cannot but pm test that while the seamen of this 
land, should go wiflioift any sop of rucreatiye or other^facilities, sums 
should be paid by (ibyemment to the institutions Vhich do not include 
Indian seamen and not only, do lfgt Include but even forbid entry of 
Indian c seameji. I foaiqtain, Sir, thgt in the local Marine Club Indian 
'seamen are not allied and it is exclusively meant for European 
season. So lon r g as iJiis^ort of discrimination gbes op, so fan as the 
seamen /if this province are concerned, they cannot but protest against 
this onesided affair ski«L« it js surprising that the Government of Bengal 
should also become /a* party" to 'this *t,king which in the opinion of 
seamen of this Port is an unholy affair . 

t « * 

Now codling to the grant for labour welfare organisation, as’ my 

friend Mr. Dutta Mazumdar has said, it is honestly our fear that this 
» * ...* . 
money is being meant^ for t{ie Organisations which are being run in 

the name of labour, although they are made to suppress strike acti- * 

vities. I Submit, Sir, if any* impartial tribunal is appointed by this 

House or any % ot^f authority it will establish beyond doubt that there 

ai*e organisations in Bengal to-day whose main functions are to break 

the* strikes, weaken trade unions and all those organisations. I do 

maintain and I«,maintain with a .full sen,«e of responsibility that they 

are drawiijg their inspiration from the*Hoii’ble Minister for Labour. 

Mr. T.*B. NIMMf?: , Mr. Speaken, Sjr, the hon’bie member in moving 
this Icut rtiotion has expressed himself w r ith a vehemence-^and some- 
times with an aggressiveness — that I $nvy but *?hall not attempt to * 
emulate. * Dwoujdv however, like to say a feNv words on behalf of labour 
from *rftso^jie what different angle of approach. Speaking on behalf of 
the constituency thai I have the honour to represent, — the InIMn 
Jute Mills’ Association — I shall refer briefly to unions, and other 
labour matters as they affedt the jute mill industry. In past jute 
mill labour jinions in Bengal have not be^n — nor*are they yet — 
effectively organised. Recently a number of « unions sprung into 
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existence. A few ^f th*ese represent li^le or ^iothi|fg «moiA than the 
persons who fill the offices and their tRain evidence $ f realty is their 
note paper headings.# These unions serve as a mPans # ofr providing a , 
livelihood for their officials who fpr#a small fee write ^he employers 
representing the petty grievance* of individual jvorkert^ who are 
usually not members o^ such unions. Otfyer unions *?aiue into promi- 
nence during the recent strikes and these have • been ^ giv§n« wiffe • 
publicity as a political platform for the persons^who engineered the 
strikes. # • * # • 

Sir, I shall Wiefly define the attitude # ftf jute anill employers 
towards labour unions. They are prepared to recognise any tnlde 
union which has been /egister^d^and has been in active existence for 
sufficient time fo justify* si^ch recognition. Tl?e unions, howevet, 
must conform to the model rules recently laid d<jwn 1 \fy Government and 
must also represent^ substantial number of pereyifs # whom they •claim 
to represent and be canduflfced <jn jound traTle ifnion principles which 
merit recognition. These conditions wo ft Id ensure that the fjiployers 
would have genuine unions to dehl with, and *tl^ employees would irof 
be exploited bv institutions of mushroom growth. 

» • • •• / — . # 

I feel I have the support of the House, Sir, #n saying that fit asking 

for these dfmditions the employers# are looking Wifter the interests of 
the workers,. themselves. As.ik is (fle policy of ^jovynment it is the 
policy of the Indian Jute Mills’ Association to erfrourage^the establish- 
ment of responsible trade unions and their development dong healthy 
trade union lines. As inv friend Mr. Cooper poiifted out in the speech \ 
he made in this House the other day it is in* the interests oT employers 
to work with labour, and the establishment* of heatlhy trade unions 
would be a step towards bringing then; eft>ser together. t ^ir, to give 
security of sendee fo workers has always been tj* aim of the jute 
mill employers and I need not stfefs the fact *that continuous service 
with one employer means greater efficigncy. 

Maternity benefits are ojready paid *to workers ip jute mills* and 
have been for s0me considerable time. As the Hoifse is ifvare a Bill 
dealing with this subject wdH shortly he placed before it for. consi- 
deration. Health and unemployment irfsurance. together with annual • 
holidays with pay are items whfch have yet to ‘b^ dealt wttlj in highly 
industrialised countries and it will, I suggest, Si* take some time before , 
India can possibly fbink gf dealing with them. . # #• * 

A Labour Officer has beei* appointed by Government say 

Hrsrt a sche'me for the appointment of labour offifce/s is pow uifder con- 
sideration by the jute mills, the object of which is to create a satis- 
factory liai^in with the jGofernment Department concerned. 

Id conclusion, Sir* I submit that employers and employees are not 
antagonistic to one another; they are inter-dependerft and it is the duty 
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of each tokassist\the offier. ifhe Hon’ble the* Labour Minister has on 
several oc^asion£ outlined his general policy towards labour and in 
, pursuing that polity I wish to assure him throvgh you, Sir, that he 
can count on She support and corporation of employers in any reason- 
able measures advanced « for the benefit of jute mill labour. 

« * , 

» f In tlj^se few words, Sir,*l^beg to oppose the motion. 

Mr. DEBI 1PR08AO KHAITAfr: Mr. Speaker, Sif, I wish to make 
a few remark^ $>n this qiyestion which his come up*.for*a second time 
before this House t in one sfngle Session. On the last* occasion when a 
de'bate arose on this question, I pointed out that the employers of labour 
ip this country are even more ^ anxious* to confer real benefits on the 
workers than the labour leaders themselves. ' Sir, if the history of the 
Labopr Welfare J^ovefcient be investigated in India iV will be found 
that benefits hav^ rk&Ily 'been conferred on workers not as the result of 
strikes bpt. on account of the voluktaty action hi the employers them- 
selves*. ♦All the dispensaries and hospitals that have been established 
in' various mills, whether in Bengal or in other provincec of India, the 
t schools whether day bight schools that have been established for the 
education of the children of* the wbAers, the maternity benefit schemes 
that hav& been put ii^t<j vogue jfmc nfany other measures which will be 
too lengthy for me to Retail in th«, course of this debate, have all come 
about as the yolfuitaiv action of ‘the employers and not a single one of 
them has cojrte about as the result 4 of a strike. (Hear, hear.) What 
the strikes have succeeded iu doing, Sir, has been to force the workers 
to lose they* wages for thf period they were on strike, to force the 
^workers to borrow money, at Vigh rates of interest which it has taken 
« many many months fpr the ^vorkhrs to pay back. I wish to know, Sir, 
what benefits the workers havd really ‘got as the result of many of the 
strikes that lgiv«^ Been brought ^bout ■ in this country. (A voice: 
Chatige of mentality.) My friend says change of mentality but that 
# change of mentality doe^ not tieme about as the result of the strike; 
the mentality cogues from within., It is both to keep the labour con- 
tented and Jjt is also out of Vi spirit of hunfariity everyone possesses. 
Surely, the change of mentality hasjifot dome about as the result of the 
, strikes. Sir, my frleiyt has shbuted'* ‘.change of mentality” as the result 
of thq^ strides. I ask*him whether he hhs at any time been aji employer 
of labour or a worker pn any of the mills. He has never been either. . 
.He is talking from imagination ; he is .Balking from guess ; and he is 
not speaking from concrete facts or from correct information. But I 
aan speak-4 — 

Mr. SYED JALALOdDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, may I rise on a point 
of personal explanation? a (Cries of “No, no’* from She Coalition 
benches.) 
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Mr. SPEAKER J. Mr* Hashemy, you ,shoul3 not jfckp uj time 
of the House at this\tage by rising on»fc point oi petsenal explanation. 
What is it though ? . 1 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN> % H/\|SMlMY: Sir, my point is that the* 
mentality of the labourers* or of the mill-owners has ^hanf/hd 

•• * 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hashemy, order, order. It is not an 
explanation. t 

• • % - - 

SYED MLALUDDIN HASHEMY^ Sir, I* have not been 

allowed to complete m$' expl^nat^n • • X * 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Jlr. •Ht^shemv, if*you had a substantial point of 
explanation, I .would have allowed* you to pjocee^. What is your 
personal explanation^ • * * ' 

• 

Mr. 8tED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Sir, I ,]«, not likj to say 

anything more. 

• *. • • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Hashemy, i am sorry fhat when 1 askfft^ou* 
to make jxjjir explanation, you siwd jjwt you (fid not like to «s<ay any- 
thing more. You have thus wast^ the time # oi the House and per- 
sisted in obfffnucting the proceedings. , You st speaking about the 
change in the mentality of # the workers? and of the milfywners *yid I 
said that it was not a point of personal explanation. Y<di know that 
your statement should be confined to a point of personal explanation and 
should not give occasion to a debate for the*purpose of •contradicting a 
statement. By your refusing to giva your personal explanation you^ 
have shown want of respect on yjtmr pa%jt ft> the Speaker. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAW: Sir, I dm not iifirprised at # all 
at the interruption that has been caused by friend, the labour leader — 
Mr. Hashemy: he has only. betrayed the* nWfffality which the so-culled* 
labour leader? in this eounfry posse'ss to* disturb hy # *intearuption the 
peaceful atmosphere. The change of mentality which has t>een caused 
to the workers is*the amount of hjsi in th£ir d*ages*owing to the stAke 
and also the amount of loss that Imange has cauAed to employers * 
and thereby delayed the conferring of benefits »on the workers •them- 
selves. I am talkhy from mot ion simply because I feel for the * 
workers themselves. (A*vioce: Question.) Sir,* ^he labourers are* 
my countrymen and I also ^ant to confer benefit? on theii^ njrwatter 
whether my friend questions it of not. I shoulchlike to^ake my friends 
to my factories, and show them the amount of benefits that we Khve 
conferred on them not only* in and around Calcutta but also in other 
places like Delhi, G^ilior, Okara. Let them see for themselves what 
amount of *benefits we have conferred on the works’s pot as the result 
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of labour^ agi£a\ion bu\ because of a spontaneous move on our part, 
because vte feelwr the worked, because we are not devoid of humane 
instincts. ' put, Sy, when it is wanted that the # capitalists should ruin 
themselves atid when impossible conditions are sought to be ilnposed 

* upon them, I would say to my laboiy* friends that they are trying to do 
a great hahn to^y country. Whether they believe it or not, but it is 
a fact that the reaj prospefftj of a country depends upon the develop- 
ment of industries. Do they expect that the development would oome 
from such ‘strikes aj we had recently in the yicinity of Calcutta — 
{Mr. ^yed Jqlaluddin Hashenfv: Question. ) 

\ \ 

' Mr. 8PEAKEh: Mr. ‘Hashemy* I have repeatedly said that con- 
stant interruptions ^re not permitted. 

« • 

Mr. ,8YED k^lJUuDDIN HA8HEMY; Sir, 1 submit that 
Mr. Khaitan has been referring to me al^along. 

** . 

1 % 

• ‘ Mr. 8PEAKER : Haslnjmy,* Mr. Khaitan may have referred 

* T1<i ^ * s P erm i ss ible for constant interruptions 

being made: you have^beeri doing h for the last 5 minutes. 


• 

Mr. DEbl P ( R0SyAVD KHAIJAN: *8ir, my friend, JVf-r. Hashemy, 
is a^ain guilgy of too* much vanity,* as it only once that I referred 
to him. It As not a fact that I have referred to him all along, because 
when he disturbed me I was going to refer to the Premier, Mr. Eazlul 
Huq. Sir,* in recent answer h»? gave to a question about the spread 

f> of education among the'workers* he lightheartetlly said that the district 

* boards had .been ceqifested to qppioac]^ th*e employers for the establish- 
ment of schools. 4vr, it is quite true that the employers have established 
schools; the^y^ ia\e established hi&lp schools, middle English schools, 
upper primary schools and a l^rge number of schools which are called 

* nigfrt schools for the edukviion of the workers themselves. But, Sir, is 
it the primary dflty of the Education Minftte^ or is it 4he* primary duty 
of the empfbyers to spread educatkm aiqongst the workers? I submit 
with all the force ;it m\* cofopiandl that it is the prftnary duty of the 

* Government V* . • « 

4 

(The member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

* K 

Mh*)HJfAR£NI>U DA.TTA MAJUMDAR: Sir, may I rise on a 
point of* persoi^l explanation? I represent labour and I do not wofk 
in K factory. As a representative of labour, I find that the labour is 
being deceived and cheated out of the proSuctof its own toil, and that 
is why I am out to stop labour being deceived ^id cheated out of the 
product of its o^n 4oil by mill-owner,s like hr. Khaitan anJ his tribe. 
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Rave just receive^ a chit and t receive (f another 

. . . , < • « 9 . ^ j 


IV c n a x mive juai xeueivc^ a vuit auu x i|px-oi^u «uvm 

i ago^ Unfortunately ¥ a# 'far as 1 aril eoncerped even 
these chits earlier, 1 doubt whether it is possible for i 


if 

nfe 


Mr. 8PEAKER 

-a few minutes 

I had received these cjiits earlier, 1 doubt whether it is pcjp 
to help in the matter. The Opposition desires that sduaetime at least 
should be left for discussion Wf th^ "Land Revenue Commission demand! 
It is a matter which, if time is left after the (ftscussu^i is closed on the 
matter before the House, with the concurrence o£ the Leader of tjie 
House and of the Leader of the Opposition, I shall be personally glad 
to concede. . 


Mr. J. C. CU^TA: Sir, the Le^ler oliflie Opposkion has already 
spoken on the matter. As ^ell known, it is V well reoognifetl 
privilege of the Opposition to .regulate the time, but we are entirely 
in the hands of fbe Speaker. , If the Opposition desires to allow at leaet 
i:> minutes to # this important question and thg ney/ provision that is 
made in the budget js thought important, then y<y.Y$ir, eould eml this 
debate and give us ah lei^t sqjne^me, buf, as* I have said, we are 
entirely Hi your hands. 


The Hon’ble Mi> A. K. FAZLUL HU^:«tiir, \ would not have 
intervened but for the fact that Mi* Duttti Majumdar has t 
to throw bodilv into the Ganges#^ — • 

\ • * • 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA* MAJUM*DAR : /ir, f did not threaten 
to throw the Hon’ble Chief Minister into the Ganges hut. his consti- 
tuents at Patuukhali will throw him into the riv%r there tor his broken 
pledges. 

» • ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K: FAZLUL NUQ: •At^any yate, Sir, P 
understand that the Hon’ble Minister for Labour t £os got to mak§ a 
statement and I think that he ahcmld get the fullest Opportunity of 
doing so. If, however, any time is left after that T do hot objeef to 
the other matter being taken up. 

Mr. 8HIBNATH BANERJEB: Sir, in supporting th* motion of 
Mr. DutU Majufcdar I would likeito msittioiT something which helmd^ 
no time ty do. The Hon’ble Minister for I.aJ) 0 »tr delivered a speech' 
some time hack in 1934 and I would, with your permission, Sif, read 
an extract from tltoj speech.. This is what !*e said: “And if any f 
police officer has conceived it his duty to help the, employers, as he 
well might in the absence of any declarator by (Jovernmfy, then woe 
■"To the labourer. I have known eff an instance wtiea erstwhile budmasfye* 
and bad characters became *the pillars of law and or<}er, because fliey 
fctfoke strikes, where diaries *and reports Were sent to the Police Magis- 
trate iby the police ; w^ere proceedings under section 107 f were ostensibly 
drawn against both*parties but thje Magistrate for ftafyons unknown # but 
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sufficient^ apparent, elected *10 proceed and Ibitid down the labour party 
and declined to ptaceecf against i£he other; where e\4n after ibeing bound 
down all those wh<^ were prepared* to stand sifrety were threatened and 
lbullied. ,, *t • 

1 » * 

Mr. Sp^ker, tip? Hon’ble Minister while speaking the other day had 
the last word oi* that occasion. He boastefl here that the strike had 
practicaffy 'broken down and ifr was out of sheer kindness for the labour 
leaders that.the Hon’ble Minister gave the assurance only to save the 
leaders’ faces.* Sir, 1* want to # dec?iare on the floou of # tlie House that if 
after i&ming orders undej section* 144, flopping matings and demon- 
ftrations, restraining laboitr leaders from going to tfleir constituencies 
add by shooting E?alu Sheiftli a boy of 16#and Sher Ali a boy of 10 and 
by repeated lathi charges on the strikers, the strike frad been broken, 
ft, does not surely lie in the Hon’JiJe Minister's .mouth to say ^hat the 
strike bad practically broken Mown. He sdid that he gave the 
assurances to sav# Kre* f4t^ of the le’aders. Sir* we accuse the Hon Ible 
Mr. Suhrawardy and the Chief Minister atft all* those concerned in the 
matter ■§? having succee’ded in* breaking the strike by using the methods 
I ‘have mentioned ; ad If they Jtid hot succeed they would not have 
^een so solicitous of withdrawing the orders issued under section 144. 

Sir,' fbe other day tfie Hon’ble fillister for Lalxiur asked for con- 
structive suggestions. •Considering* the way in which they Have broken 
these pledges, tl|e onlj* constnuctiVe suggestion that I lia^e to offer is 

that they should honour their .own ^assurances. 

• • * 

My friend, Mr. Kljuitnn, says that the function of the labour leaders 
js to hreah.the peace or to disturb the peace. Sir, we plead guilty to 
the charge. Hhere is pipeful wfirk going on in the jute mills. What 
[dues that peace meai^* It means that the peace is pushing gradually 
the worker^f^nto Heath — absolute silence and we feel it our duty to stop 
thv employ ers # in^ftfis process. ^ 

*Sir, we ITave to break people like Mr. Khaitan and other members 
*lier^. We are making t ^declaration knowing fully well the position 
in the country; j*e have made this declaration in everjj .park and street 
corner. It •was. only yestenfay that theje was a meeting of 30,000 to 
4 Q 4)00 ‘men about 200 yards away k'om this place and at that meeting 
* we made tjiis declaration openly without any hesitation that it is our 
duty to break. the peage which is killing our people, the workers. 

Dr. iTAOnAK^A 8ANYAL: Sir^ I beg to move that the 
question* b4 now put. , ' . • +** 

« 

Mr. SPEAKER: I*would have been veVy glad to accept ,the closure 
at this stage but I think it is only fair that the Hon’ble Mf. Suhrawardy 
should be given t an* opportunity of speaking*. 
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. __HRAWi}hDY\ Sir^iu vifew dlf the 

$ne, may I fce^Ilowed to hive my ^ay? 

• • • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I shall fce quitj prepared to accfejK the closure 
motion in the midst of the HoVbl§ ilr. Sulmujardy’s speech. So after* 
the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawoifly has spoken for 7 lninuteg I would put the 
closure motion. ^ * # •« • 


h: s. 

id? on me, 


Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, wiH this side the House be given 
the right to say something (JO the matter ? . • 

• . •* • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: fcVmsidqringf the wav •the debate has gone on,fTt 
had better be coyfined Ipo that side of the House. am sure the House 
will revise it. * - * • 


The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARD]ft •M/.» Speaker, Sir, I 
ain sure tjiat the Houtfb hat^listened with a great deal of mortification, 
if not of disappointment, to the apeecheS that *ha\e been delfj?red on 1 
the labour question by the so-call&l la bout ,jg‘preseiftatives of il» 
4-2,00(1 deluded workers. (Mr. Shibnath ••Baneyjee: Come an(^ 
“d'elude” them. You resign amf tfeek elbctio/ through thi^ .^EoTUti- 
tuencv.) 9ne would have expdctesk that after the speech* which I 
made on the last occasion, these gejjtllmeif ,* 

• • ,• • 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08li On a point of or<ier, Sir. .Is it 
Parliamentary to describe members of this House who have been m 
returned from Labour constituencies *as “so called” labour* 
representatives? ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am veryfcorry I*did not hearer. Sdlirawardy at ( 
that moment. But I think that^sg long asmemWs*of this House 
have been returned through labour constituencies, it Is wot desirable 
that they should be called “so-called’’ fabo^jiepresentatives. • # 

• *♦ * i •, 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. *UHRAWAftDY: Well .Sir,«if*they are 

not so-called lat*mr representatives— bejng representatives of fabo#y— 
they are so-called labour leader#, **hd one would %ave expected a certain* 
amount of constructive suggestion from them after the speech which I 
had the privilege of making, on the floor of* this House on the last* 
occasion. Ail that we hive heard to-day is one so-called *8nstructiv6 
suggestion which, however' the House ^ill appraise fcft^itfelf, vu., 
*lhat the’ Ministers should honour their pledge*. . Thi^is, Si t, all ttfat 
they know witfr regard to conditions of labour, and what should be tlone 
in connexion with labomr welfare. If I ‘may presume to say, Sir, the 
surfeit of ignorance, the # complete lack of knowledge of Labour 
conditions* which has been sho^n by our comrades has come to some 
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of us is a\gre%t lurpris^. H^herto^ I believe* members of this House 
, have considered labour matters?* \^hich concejn tire lives of so many 
hundreds ami thousands °f our poorer brethern, tc^be a complicated and 
mysterious issfce* but now I am perfectly^certain that each one will and 
can claim to be as well-equipped a # labour leader as the gentlemen 
who have been returned "from labour constituencies. Apart from the 
- aflgry ,ai*i loud complaints* inspired by revolutionary ardour, that 
have been uttered by Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumcfar, who seems 
to have read practically all the litdf-ature on the subject of exploitation 
of Labour, we have not heard anything wlffch may guyfe the House into 
taking a course *of action for the* welfare of LabouV. I think, Sir, 
constructive action, or a real desire tofheiy Labour, calls for something 
other than inflammatory and obstructive speeches ; and the sooner my 
gSod friends accepf the offer which*! haveunatle several times, \?z. % the 
offer of co-operation, tl* sooner they Uirn over a new leaf and take to 
the path of legitiif.a^'trafc unionism — the better it would be for their 
9 own position in Labour circles and»fof the*^ welfare of Labouy. How- 
ever, Sii» 1 do not wish to press this point further. I would like, Sir, 
a& 'ti constructive suggestion, to give the trade-unionists* an idea — the 
idea^of service,. *To ipj good friends the Comrades a Jrade-union is 
nothing else but an organization of dissatisfied workers who revel in 
class hatred, in class warfare an (^revolutionary ideas, and^vhose sole 
aim is to combine together for fife purpq^ of placing before employers’ 
demands which cannot- possibly, Ce conceded. To them a trade union 
is not* a body pi workers pressing the legitiinate demands of the workers 
'before the employers fci a spirit of “collaboration” and “co-operation” 
which I list # as a^ legitim ate* function of trade-unions have been used by 
no less a Government—* ho greater a socialist Government — than that 
f of France itself. Jlutf that h an idea and that is an ideal which my 
, friends, my (Tomra^s, cannot understand here. For them labours must 
always sacrific# ttfemselves for the benefit of so-called Labour leaders; 
for 'them labourers must strike, must take upon themselves the burden 
fr'f starvation, and misery?***! .death, provided that a body is created 
which can gp on ^iying subscriptions to th£ unions of yi-cfalled Labour 
leaders. * 


* * 

Dr. NAI.I{IAK8HA 8ANYAL: ^Sfay I now move, Sir, ^ that the 

questicfh be Slow put ? * 

* 

* , * 

> t * , t 

Mr. Sffc^kER:' I said that I woult^ take the opinion of the 

Hpuse It demand foreclosure was made during the speech. May ,1^ 

therefore, request members who are for the closure motion to rise in 

their seats as well as thpse who are against/ the motion?- 

« 

(A count was taken, and 1 it was seen that those who Vere against 
the motion were larger in number than those who wore for it.) 



DEMAND FOR GEtAMT. 1J0& 

The closure motion is*iot accepted by Jhe Hbuse an f d therifore^ the 
Hon’ble Minister may continue his spegfli. * • 

• • j 

* ' • • 

• • • 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UMRAWRDY: Sir, on behalf of Gov-, 
ernment I made no vain promises.® As I said#before, we gre out to 
give Labour a fair deal, Ifuf it must be dong.in a propef and systematic 
manner. We have not come here to introduce a socialistic o?*a«com* 
munis tic regime. We are here to carry on a definite programme for 
the welfare of Layout. My friend, fer.*Niharendu Dutfa Mazumdar, 
read out from *a speech which I delivered ig 1934, rgghrding* Com- 
munism. I still adhere to the principles wSich 1 lgid down in th*A 
speech and also to the Views Wliidfi I expressed there and I still feel 
that Communism is pubfic enemy No. 1* of the social and economic 
structure! (Dr. Nalinhksha Sanyah^* New learning 1) So long as I 
happen®’ to administer the, portfolio oj Labour* # sa long as I api in 
partnership with my Clyef fillister o d tlAs side cu The House, so long 
'shall 1 use*my fullest endeavour to bfeak evij of Communis** which 
my friends are propagating witlu so % much vigour (Dr.. Nalthtiksha 
Sanyal: And "also communalism ?) • (Mr. J? # C. Gupta: Well, 
but do*not create a bogey.) Well, # I am nyt going ft) make a J*o^ey < 
out of it. I do not think, Sir, tlu*t Communisnr as such is understood 
very well in labour circles; to-day k npthi#ig lese but hatred and 
restlessness, wjth which Labonmhas V>een permeated. # You will note, 
Sir, that in ord'er to introduce Ccgnmunism th£ first st^p taken by 
Labour leaders is to keep Labour always restless and im a state of 
ferment. Mr. Sibnath Bauer ji has admitted thSt that is the policy 

which he is adopting to-day. • * .. 

« • # % 

Now, Sir, wtyen I had first the liondur oj enunciating the policy of 

Government, since then we have *taken ip various a<^fivitig& on behalf 
of Government. We have started # a # consistent policy* for the welfare 
of Labour, partly by legislative interference and parti/ by inducing 
employers to adopt ameliorative measui^s. pursuit of this pc^icy , 
of Labour welfarg, I am examining the condition of livyig and of work 
in every department. I have,*Sir, started* investigating aseto*how to 
tackel the problem of housing, if employers # can be induced to gjpf 
more and better houses for laboyifgrs, we shoulck^welcome ^t. Other- 
wise, it ouffht to be the duty of public organizations an( ] ^eti 0 f krade 

unions of which my good friends talk but of Which they know little 
to take up this matte*. As I Tiave said, trade unians ca* dt a good 
deal of Labour welfare work* And at a suitable •opportuftity®I*,shall 

rfble .to place before my good friend*?, thotfe # wbo. winy* like to 

know and those who do not Jtnow, for I know that they are so baifk- 

rupt in ide^a — I shall plvje before them a catafbgue of welfare work 
that the trade Vinions can perform, apart from mere organization of 
Labour for ’purposes *of strike. I have asked that .model plans of 
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housls be- prepared and of houses that will be cheaper than those -that 
the employers hhve hitherto r L-aised — which will L be better and more 
fcasiitary. ^1 am glad to accept the offer of &lr. Nimmo, which he has 
submitted* o*. behalf of the employers,^ viz., the offer of co-operation 
with Government in the amelioration oof the conditions of Labour. 

I may inform l^m that it is not likely 6hgt Government will be 
unreasonable. I lyiow thai yj order that the welfare of Labour may 
be expedited, the best way to^do it is to capture the sympathies of the 
employers in <regard' ( to Labour welfare. You cannot get anything out 
of them by fighting them. \ ou - must^remember tnat anything you 
can get out of r them for ameliorating the condition of Labour will be 
a-burden upon the employers. (Dr. Jfaljnaksha.Sanyal : Bead History 
again.) Many members on the other side oLthe House have tabled 
Several motions some of which' have not been moved, to the effect that 
the pay of the worker* 1 should be increased. I give it merely as an 
exaihple, and not Vm opposition to them, inasmuch as they have not 
been moved, that the lowest pay.iof * the 'Vorkers should be Bs. 30 a 
month. Sir, what is it that my triends want? Do they want that 
industrial enterprise ^Jiould cease in Bengal? If this pay was forced 
. down the throaty of the employers in Bengal, .the result will be that 
every* orte of them wi^ have to close their business and migrate to 
other provinces with their in^astiies. Do they want* that? Will 
that be at all profitable^to the Labour leaders ? 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJtE: 1 may say for the information of 
the Hon’ble Minister that such proposals are being made also in other 
.provinces^,, ,, 

, 4 * l 

. Mr. AFTAB AUl On* a point of order, Sir. Does the Hon’ble 
Minister mean ^hat Labour , leaders live on the subscriptions of 
workers? t* ^ N , a 

< t * 

Jflr. 8PEAKER: I -4ft. know whether Mr. Suhrawardy has 
referred to any t <cneinb?r of this House in those terms. Jf he has, he 
must withdraw that, expression. 

The Hon'We Mr % H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I think that my 
friends, Mr.' Banerjee and Mr. Aftab Ali represent Labodr “ only and 
not Labour leaders, and they need not be so touchy about any reference 
to Labour, leaders. 

Mr. *AtTA|l ALIi Certainly we db represent Labour leaders.* 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ii Mr. Suhrawardy has referred to Labour leaders 
of this House in those terms, then he should withdraw his remarks, 
unequivocally. « « 
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The Hon»ble Mr% H. 8. 8UHRAWApDY:\l dc^so, Sir. I did 
not mean any offeiu' to #ny friends ©\^er there, for \ really* think tjia| 
they are so-called Labour leaders, because the real •Latym# leaders are 
those who are outside. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DU*TTA MAZUMQ^R:' If w§ are “so-called” 
Labour leaders, then Mr. Suhrawardy, •'too, is the* so-called" 5 Lfcboifr 
Minister, or rather a Labour Minister belabouring Labour! 

* • • * 

The Hon’blb Me. H. 8. SITHraWARDY; I have juWuced, Sir, 
measures and schemes in order that "labourers may# benefit by chojp 
marketing. I have initiated %nd*I am working out schemes for the 
relief of their indebtedness and TPor proyding them with better medicij 
facilities (Mr. Sibmtjth Balierjw* •• Just one thiiqg. What about 
past dismissals^) I am .asking? Jhe jmployej^tlyt, where factory 
creches do not exist, # Ihe^shoiild f>e ^talrtislmd ; ^ am asking the 
employers *to see that water is suf>p]jbd in^abund^nce, to make tftlequate 
sanitary and 1 hygienic arrangements a# well a^#for educational fac lilting 
for labourers a*nd t licit children. It Is true thjt this is one of the 
burdens which«Govefnifient themselves ought to bear,*but at tWs;*me # 
time I think I should not be prepared to allow^dr. Khaitan # to shirk 
the responsibility which the employers alsq ha*e in regard, to educa- 
tion, and l-arn glad to sav» dhat # jjumy emfl^yer^ recognize this 
responsibility and are subsidizing educational institutions^ * 


Sir, there is very little time left for me; otherwise, I* would have ( 
been able to put forward a larger catalogue of items of Labo^ welfare,, 
every single one of which the Govcrnftiegt ar^^iow examining, but to 
none of which any one of my^ good fmndsjias referred. I shall only^ 
point out before 1 sit down a mistake made by Mr. ijjftab Ali . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL! # Mr. Speaker,* Sir,* may I draw 

your attention to the clock? It is just 6-30 # and all business must 
end now under section 118(*4) of the’ Assembly Rul%s and Standing 
Orders. # 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHBAWARDY: If my friends woulS 
turn to page 324 of the BrQwn fiook, they would # find thrft money has 
been provided* for the administration of the Trad# Disputes Act . 

*• . '* . • # # 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I must^ay that the “guillotine* tiiHe l^been 
Tfcached, aifd now' I shall have to put all the motions to # vot£. # I thin£ 
it will be convenient to do s% after adjournment and put all the motions 
tp vote one after*another. , * . • 

The Assembly now ^tands adjourned for 15 minutes fo^ prayer. 

At this stage the* House was adjourned for 15 nuntltes. 

• « • 


51 



[6th Sept.. 



D^MA^D 


FOR GRANT. 


(After 'adjournment.) fi 


The motion ®of Mr. Niharendu Dutta^ Mazumdar that the demand of 
Rs. 27,07,000 for expenditure uAdfer the* head “57 — Miscellaneous” be 
reduced by* Rs. }0l) being put, a division was ,iaken with the following 
ppsult :-r f ' ' ^ 


*1 


** * 

Abdul Hakim, Maiilvl. * 

Afrlul Majid, Manly). 

Ab'iul Wahed, Maulvi. 

Abu.Hoaaaln Sarkar, Maulvi. 

S bul Paul, Mr. Md. 

ftab All, Mr. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr.Cyed. 

Banerja*, Mr. P. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Pramatha NUhV 
Banarjaa, Mr. Slhnath. 

BanarJI, Mi*«fatya Prlya. 

Bannarjbe, nr. Manoranjan. 

Oasu, Mr. Santaih Kumar. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Qobinda Chandr 
Biiwps, Mr. Raalk Lai. 

Blawaa, to, purandra Math. 

Bata, Mr. (apt Chandra. 

Ohakrabarty, Baba Marandra Narayfu.’ 
Ohattopadhyay^M/. Haripada. 

Dai, Baku Mahlm Chandra. 

Dat, Baku Radhanath. 

Daa Supta, Baku Kkkgendra Nath. 
Datta, Mr. Ohirand.a Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. tukumar. 

Datta Sapta, Mira. 

Dutta Maauindar, Mr. Klharendu. 
Emdadul Haqua, Karl, 
abate, Mr. Atal Krishna. 

Riaauddin Ahmad, Jdr. 

Sapta, Mr. doieih Chandra.** 

Natan All Chawdhur* m. 8yad 
JaJa'addln Hathtipv, Kr. lyri. 


■YE8. r 

a 1 

donah All Majumdar, Mpulvl. 

Khan, Mr. Dtbondra Lall. 

Kujnar, Mr. Atil Chandra. 

I^ondu, Mr. Nishltha Nath. 

Malti, Mr. Nikanja Behai. 

Malta, Mr. Surandra Mohan. 

Maji, Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 

Maiumdar, M?. Bhwndra Nath. 

§x JUal, Pfl. liwar*Chandra. 

Maniruzzaman lilamabadi, Maulam. Md. 
Maqbui Hoaaln, Mr. 

^Mukerji, Mr. Dhirandra Narpyan. 
Mukharjaa, Mr. B. 

Mukharji, Dr. Sharjt Chandra. , 

Mullick, Srijut Aihutoih. * 

Pain, Mr. Barada Protanna. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. ‘ 
Ramizuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. *■ 

Ray, Mr. Kamalkriahna. 
r Ro«, M?. Kiran Banker. 

Roy, Mr. Kiahori Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

8anyal, Dr. Nalinakaha. 

Sen, Baku Napndra Nath. 

8hahadali, Mr 

khamauddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Jin ha, Srijut Manindra Bhuaan. 

8ur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

Youauf Mirza. 
j Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES. 


Abdul Bari, Maulvi. 

Abdul HaRs, Mr.Uliria. 

Abdul Haktem, Mr. 

Afcdtl Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul dabb ar, maulvi. 

Abdul K^dar, My. ° 

Abdul Latlt Blawaa, Maulvi. 

AMul Majid, Mr. 8yed. 

Abdul Wahab^haij, Mr. 

AbduHa-al Mahmoud, Mr. 

AMur Rc^aa, Khan Bahadur; A. P. M. 
Abdur Rahuftm ttddiqi, Mr. 

Atdur RaaahM Mahmaud, Mr. 

Abdur R aa b a ad, Maulvi (Bd. 

Abdur Rauf, Kbau tablk Maulvi 8; 

Abdur Raut, Mr. tbah. 

Abdur Raizak, Maulvi, 

Abdua bbabaod, Maulvi m. 

AbMur Rota Cbewdhuryi'Khan Bahadur. 


Abul Haal.im, Maulvi. 

Abut Hoaaln, Mr. Ahmad. 

Abul Quaaem, Maulvi. , 

Attab Hoaaln doardar, Maulvi. 

* Ahmad All, Khan Sahib Maalaaa Eaayatpurl 
Ahmad Houia, Mr. * 

Alfaxaddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 
Amjnallah, Maulvi. 

Amir All, Md. Mb. 

Armqtrang, Mr. W. L. 

Aahrafali, Mr. M. 

Aalad Hernia Khaa, Maulvi. * 

Baanarmaa, Mr. H. 0. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Burma, Baku Prtmhari. p 
' Barma, Mr. Paapajtt M 
Barman, Baba Ihyama Proead. 

Blawaa, Baku Lakahari Rarayau. 

1 Braa bar, Mr. P. S. 
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CampbtU, Mr Iwit, Kt 
Mark, Mr. I. A. 

©••par, Mr. 0. 8. 

Crosfltld, Mr. L. M. 

Dm, Mr. Auikul Chandra. 

Dm, Mr. Maamohaa. 

Oast, Baku DiNMra Nath. 

Farhad Rata Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhat Bane Khaaaai, Bi|um. 

Fazlul Huq, the Hon’blt Mr. A. K. 

Fatlal Qaadir, Khan Bahadur Maalvi. 

Qammatar, Mr. E. 0. 

Bolam Sarwtr Hosaini, Mr. 8hah 8ysd. 

BrlMths, Mr. 0. • * 

Hahiballah, the Hon It* N%wah Bahadur K* nf 
Dacca. • 

Hnmiuddin, Ahmad, Khan Sahih. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Hatanuizaman, Maalvi Md. 

Hasina Murshsd, Mrt. * 

Haywood, Mr. Rofori. 

Hendry, Mr. David. # , 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Mr. 

Ispahan!, Mr. M. A. H. * 

Jasimuddin Ahmed, Mr. - e 

Kazem Ali Mints, Sahibzada Kawan Jsh 8yed. 
Khaitan, Mr. Debt Proaad. 

MacLauchlan, Mr. G. b. 

Maflzuddin Ahmed, Dr. 

Maflzuddfh Choudhurjfc Maulvi.* 

Maiaire, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtab, Maharajkymar Uday Ghand. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Ehpndra. 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Milne- Robertson, Mr. C. E. L. 

Morgan, Mr. Q., C.I.E. • 

Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvl. 

Mozammel Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Sahib Maulvi 8yed. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 9 
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MuhaMmad IsraH, Maulvi. 
Ms^Maid tiddique, pu Sytd. 
# Mthammad Maimin' if. 
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Mallle k, the Hon’ble Mr. Makundl Behary. s • 
Muflick, Mr. Palin Bell ary ^ • 

Maeharruf Hessaln, the rilo’ble Nawab, Khaa 

• * Bahadur. • 

Randy, the ^lon'ble eMaharaJa #rls Chandra, at 

Kaslmbuar. p 

Nuerukfbh, Nawabzada K. 

Naufhsr Ali, the Hobble Mr. dyed. * 
Razimuddin, the Hea'ble Khw^ja Sir, K.O.I.C. 
o Nimmo, Mr. T. B. • 

Patton, Mr. W. 0. 

Rahman, l^ian Bahadur, A. M. L. * 

•Raikat, the Hon’ble Mr. pdatanna Deb. 

Rajibudqjn Taratdar, Maulvi. 

Ross, Mr. J. B. 

Roy, the Hon’ble Sir Bi|oy Prasad Singh, Kt. 

Rtty, Mr. Dhananjey. 

> o. Roy, Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra. 

' Sadaruddin Atyped, Mr. 

8|firuddin Ahmed % ^a|L 
*SalUh, Mr.M. A. , 

• Barker, the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjai.. 

8ass6>n, Mr. R. M- t •* # 

% Sen, Rai Bahadur Jegeth Chandra. m 
# 8srajul Islam, da 
Shahabuddln.jlr. Khwa|a, C. B. E. * 

Ihamiufdlu Ahmed KhAidkor, Mr. 

* Shatniul HudyMaulana. * 

^Singha, Baku Kshotra Nath, 
jo Sirdar, Qabu Bttta Munda. 

| • Sfeyn, Mr. J R. 

Buhrawardy, the Hen'bl#Mr. H. S. 

Tamizuddin Ktial, Maulvi. \ 

Tapuriah, Rai Bahadur Moon ty Lall. 

Total Ahmed Choj^hury, Maulvi Ha|i. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

West, MnmEllen. 
wor|swert^, Mr. W. C. V 
Yusuf Ali Ohouthury, Mr. 
s • 


The Ayes being 04 and Noes 121 the motion wa^ilost. 

The motion of Mr. Aftab Alf tliat the Tlemand R>f o a Hum*of 


Us. o,()l, 000 for expenditure under ©the Jiead “47 — Miscellaneous^ 
Departments’^ be reduced Ks. 100 (AMmmistratioi^ of the r frade 

Disputes Aet) \^s put anfl lodt. * • * . • • 

• • 

* The motion ot*the Hon’ble Mr. Js alinj *Ltaifjan Sarker that a sun##f 
Its. 27,07,000 be granted for expenditure under* the he^d*“57 — Mis- 
eellaneous^ was put and eafried. • # 

The mption of the^Hon’bl^eMr. Xalini Itanjan Sarker that* a sum of, 
Rs. 22,63,000 be granted for expenditure under the j^e'ad “blfr-AStyitionery 
Printing and Depreciation Reserve • l^iiid-r-Goveromeftt i^ressesP 
was put and carried. * " * # • 

The motion *of the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8, Suhriwardy* that a sum of 
Rs. 3,85,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “30 — Ports and 
Pilotage’ ’ "was put ajid carried. 
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Tie motion of the Kon’fefe Mr. IJ. S. Suftrawardy that a sum of 
Rs. 5,01,000 be {Jmntecl for eif^enditure under the head “47 — Miscel- 
hmaous Departments” was put and carried. 


“9— Stamps.” 


*' The fion’blo 8ir BUOY PROSAD 8INGH ROY: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the ^Governor, I beg to move that a sum 

of Rs. 5,35,000 be grafted for expenditure under thfe Intad “0 — Stamps”. 
* * , • w *. 

The motion «vas put ah^l carried. 


“ 22 — Interest on debt and' other obligations." 

“* o'. 

The Hon'ble Mr. NcALINI RAlNJAN SAftK^R: Six®, on the recom- 
mendation of Hitf* Aipellency ctlie r Governoj I bejg'to move that a sum 
of Rs. ^,000 be granted for expen&itdfe under the liead “22c— Interest 
on debt and other obligations”. 

o • * p ^ 1 

The motion was put and carried. 

c ' . V ■■ 

. "83 — Payment of comyiutcd value of pensions.’,’ 

The Hon'ble Mr. HfeLINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir,, on the recom- 
mendation of.'His Excellency the Gfovernos I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 72,55 ( ,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads “55 — 
Superanniyition allowances and pensions” and “83 — Payment of com- 
muted value oft •pension^”, { ( 

The motion was p*it anc], carlied. 

* » r 

“ Interest free < advances ” 

TAe Hon’ble Mr. NAUNI ftANJAN BARKER: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation gf Hi& .Excellency the 'Governor \ beg to qu>Ve that a sum 
of Rs. 3* 34^000' be grUnted for expenditure under the head “Interest 

fj^L advances”. « < * , # * 

« 0 

The motion was put and carried. f 

♦ 

„ "Loans and advances he&Hng interest” 

0 i < ‘ i c 

* The Hoft’bie Mr. HALINI* RANJAft BARKER: Sir, on the recem^ -- * 

mte^dation of His Eicell&icy the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 24,74,000‘be granted f 9 r expenditure under the hfcad “Loans and 
advances bearing interest”. 

The motion was. put and carried. 



• ♦ 
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y^)6 — Scien ti fi c Depqvtmen ts * 

# ' * * 1 
The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, on th^ recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the (i^ernor 4 beg to move that a sum of • 
Rs. 40,000 be granted for expenditure under t^ie head “3(>#-Scientific 
Departments”. - * 


The motion was put and carried. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before T firing 4he*Budgfet debate to a close, I 
might just say a*\sord or two with regard *o the dela^ 7 in answering 
questions on which members lg*ve*been verf insistent 1 find that fls 
many as 700 questions hfive beer? received in our c^partment and up to 
23rd August, 330 questions*we»e seqt # ^y this Department to Governmenf 
departments buUup to 4th September I have received only 181 questions 
with answers from Oovft nment. Thertf ^re ^Jftl # >4f) •questions, which 
had been admitted before 4%i September, remaining unanswered. In 
addition, we sent to tin* Home Department en b?or>332 questioas with- 
out examination, and there is now a {ptal of '^iii^iuestiohs still undifc-* 
posed I would specially draw the attention rtf* the IJon’ble the Ohjef 4 
Minister to this delay and to the fa<*t that* un^/ss there is some such 
arrangement # by which questions rftayfbe answered more expeditiously, 
it would he difficult for members of tfiiR Ilotise Jo get answers to their 
questions. • 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Before you ek>se to-day’s debate, 
Sir, I would draw your attention to tl^ fact 4hat if you # take*a portion’ 

, of the 8th September, §n the question erf hirvSg a Committee of , 
Privileges, it would be doing si great injustice to #he non-official mem- 
bers who have to move resolutions*on that day. May^t therefore submjt 
that you would be pleased to allot* ic stead of tjie 8th # September, any 
of the three days namely the 11th, 12th and 13th Septemhef, that have 
been allotted for Government business* 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not e*peci any lengthy debate bn flic question 
of the Committee t>f Privileges. Wfcat I.tfoulfl propose to do is to && 
the leader pf the House to mov» trfe resolution .aad the leader of the 
Opposition and other party ‘leaders to have theii* say before *1 pift the 
* motion to the Housa* I am gjad to say that in this matter I have 
already had the assurances hf the Hon’ble the lieadef <jf th% House and 
also of the Leader pf the Opposition about th* formStion of sychjflTCom# 
"mltiee. • I must also admit that this is a matte/on which the opiniog 
of the House is jiecessary. Hi consideration of tiiat, I hope you would 
not take objection to the tesoTution being ifcoved on the 8th September, 
but in case the* matter, takes a long time I will certainly consider your 
point. • • • • 
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ita Hon'Die Mr. A‘. K.^AZLUL HUQ: •As regards questions that 
remain unanswered, t submit; d^iat a large numb/r of them about 400 
had be sqnt by your Department to Government departments 
without examination. I do not mean |ny reflection, Sir, but perhaps 
1 because those questions could nof b‘e § enqifired into, they are taking a lot 
of time. f 

# « * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But what* about 152 questions already admitted by 
me? I would ask tlyj House to wait a little for ^hose questions which 
have not yet Jbeen examined, but «o far«\s those 152 ‘questions are con- 
cerned, I tiling the answer should have come by this time. Before 1 
tltclare the Budget session to a close, J sl^puld say on behalf of the House 
that attempts may be made to answer questions within a reasonable 
time. I think it would be fuii^to all sections if £ reasonable time inter- 
venes between a quest jyn and its reply, but the* House .has the right to 

insist, that the qikefttionfr which thyve been admitted should be answered. 

1 , r # # 

Before closing the debate, 1 ifcust thank ttie leader of r the House 
and till** the leader ol the imposition and the members for the very * 
hArdial manner in which *1 have,' received help from all-sections of the 
Hquse. I mi)st« note 'fliat even thoitgh there ha*’e begn occasions of 
regret* mice or twice 1, hope, that lias not disturbed the harmony and 
good feeling that oughj to exist 8iyl‘has existed amongst dl sections of 
the House*. « The way in wfiic^i \ou ha^e, helped me to carry the Budget 
session through 'lias Veen vei;v lfighly appreciated by mf?. The task is 
no difiiqitlt on the part of the Speaker because it is for the first, time 
under the new lief owns that a Budget discussioh has been held. New 
•convent iotro will have to l** established, and 1 am grateful to all sections 
for the help they havWgivennne in conducting the debate in a proper . 
manner by which tins future procedure in«a Budget debate will he much 
simplified. ''It wcj.ild be interesting td the House to know that G4 times 
the Ministers* htfve ha<J to rise iu i^ply or in introducing motions as 
many as 2ffi> speakers have participated in the debate. It was an 
exceedingly difficult task on my part. I hope the House will remember 
it and wil^ help me iv every possible manner in future* With these 
words, I thank you once more, ladies £nd gentlemen, for the cordial 
l*j£p Which you haye given me in conducting the business of the House. 

V. 

The Hon*We Mr. A- K« FAZLUL HUQ: Let the last rtords to tie 
uttered by me in the House in the course of the ljudget debate and in 
bringingHht* Budget to a close the words of*sine£re appreciation of the 
very eaflrtcdus manner in which you havd f conducted the proceedings of 
the Hoifse'and, the abUity wfth which you have regulated i & le .work ifT" 
tlife House. 

Mr. 8ARAT OHANDRA BOSE: May I associate irtyself with the 

Leader of the *Houfle in of&ring our sineerd thanks to you for piloting 

• ** • 



1(137.] DEMAND FOR iRAlfr. HR 

the Budget through? And in this connection \ ma>^8ay that it is a 
source of great gratification to us that rfe charge thA we made against 
the Budget that it disposed no policy or progrannne*had b%en accepfetf 
bv at least two 'members of th4 Tre^s^ry Benches. We Hhve realised, # 
and I think you have also realised? that 15 da\$ is tqo shorten time for 
the discussion of the Budget of this province, and I hope, Sir, t hat in 
the next Budget session you will help ufein getting* more timP for tlie 
discussion of the Budget. Once more I fhank you for the pourtesy you 
have shown to all gneUi hers of this House jjmd particularly V> the Opposi- 
tion on whom Mevtilved the offerous lask of opposing tjhi* demalids foi 
grants which the Opposition felt weTe not^ consistent with the gopd 
of the people. 

• « • , 

Sir GEORGE CAMPBELL: Ma\*.I also, as the . Header of the 

European groujf in this Hpuse, join’the Leads* of the House unji the 
leader of the Opposition inhering <fhf appiViafcbfi the manner in 
which you* lia \ e so ably conducted t^it' business of this House ii^ts fiist 
session. 

Th« Hon’blf Mr. *NALINI RA*NJAN BARKER: 1 wuif to associate, 
myself with tin* sentiments expressed by the Hon hie Ohiet Minister. 

I want also To thank you and the llrf>flse for parsing the Budget. The 
Leader of tho Opposition had mil ev#n # ai tfie last sta^e tluft there was 
no policy behind the Budget, but 1 jyoitlfl like to jfoint, out that in spite 
of -his strenuous opposition, tin* demands for grants have en acceded 
by the House wit bout # a cut even of one rupee, alid my thanks are all 
the more due to the House for having passed 4hc Budget^in Htis way in* 
spite of such opposition# ' 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned tiU $;45 p/m. on \\ ednesday« # the 
8th September, J9dT, ah tjie* Assembly House, Cale^tfa. - 


B. O. Fre« — ft>87-38 — 7030A#-800. 
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Reduction of the number of Judicial 
Officer* (Q.) p. 440. * 

Unemployment problem: (Q.) p. ^382. 
'Witness shed* in the coijppv B( ^ ‘ °f 

• criminal edurts of Tang^il and Jamill- 

(Q.) p. m- t 

« 

Randal, Mr.*Banku Behari 

Irngati$n-uA>rkinc expenses, etc*.: p.'« 

*m 

* * • 

Mandal, Mr., Birat Chafcdra 
' • « 

Amount spent by Bengal Government 
Pres*: (Q?) p. 878? 

Number of hostels for sfhedulecf caste 
students: (Q.) 10y§. • % 

Calcutta Fire Brigade: *(Q.) p. s52T 

, • •• 
M6ndal v Babu Jagat Clfandra^ 

Education ,, general : g. hs. 


> t Maxumdar, Mr. Bireptfra Nath 

Detenus Babu Jfirodbaran Bhowmik, 
B.L., and Babu Sudhangsbu Kumar 
« # Bhof^rfik: (Q.) p. 550. 

Jails and Convicts Settlements: p. 773. 

9 • 

• Meploal— 38: p. 792. 

Medical College Ho^>itals: ((J.) p. 439. 

Medical department *, 

Clerks in the offices under the: (Q.) 
p. 4f0. 

r 

9 Method % 

“Pi^tm-removal’’ : (Q.)« p. 943. 

« « * * 

Miflnagore ^ • 

Dbtenus from: (Q.) p. 1057.* 
^District Board, Chairman: (Q.) p. 

' 1(^9. 

• ,L*cal Boards: (Q*) p. 1060. *** 

Reconstitution of Local Bogrds: (Q.) 

* • p. 1059. 

• • .. 

^Villas, Mr. C. W. 

1 i. 

Jails and tJonviflts Settlements: p. 762. 

% 

Ministerial Officers of tho Civil Courts: 

• (Q.) p. 329. 

t 

"Ministerial* posts in the various offloos 

• • 

Percentage of Muhammadans in the: 

• fQ.J p. 1011. 


M Airuiz&man Sslanwbadl, Maulana tfu. 

• * 

* Education, general: {. 672. * 

Forests: p. 1033. 

Gep%rt^l jfdministration: p. 401., 
Meffical: p. 8(jp. • * * 

Muhammqfian Marriage Registrars : 

, m ' p. too. , 

Wards estates: (y?) 4 p. 748.* 

*t \ 

Maqbn) Ho|ain, Mr. 9 

Irrigation* working expenses, etc* p. 
728. # 

^ • 

Marriage Registrars 

Muhammadan: (Q.) p. vu^ « 


Miscellaneous— 57: p. 1087. 

• • • i 

Miscellaneous «D%partmen ft— 47: p. 1088. 

* i 

Mohammed All, Khan Bahadur 

B«fljjal Tobacco (Sales Licensing) Act, 
1935: p.*885. * ’ 

flymen Bingh-Tang^l Road: (Q.) p. 
840. *« . • 

Number *t)f students receiving educa- 
tion in the primary Schools :| (Q.) p» 
1003. 

t 

Mozammpl *Hu^ Maulvi Ad. , 

Education, general: p. 6?2. 

General Administration: p. 402. 

O^ber taxes ansi duties: pf 1061. 
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Veterinary 


Muhammad Afzal, Kfan sahib Maulvi 
Syad 

• 

House Surgeon, Bengal* 

College: (Q.) p. 653. 

Number of Muslims in the 'd^erent • •! 
posts in the Calcutta High Court: 
<Q.) p. 658. * % 

Police: pp. 522, 523. # 

Secretariat# and heads of departments’ 
stenographers: # (Qs) pp. 695, 696. * 

• | 

Muhammad Ishaque* Maulvi 

Process-servers: (Q.)*^. 948. 

Muhammad Israll, dJaulvl * 

Debt Settlement Boards*; (Q.)*pp. 498, •• 
496. . 

Education^ general: fl.^630. ^ * 

Introduction of primary educatioi? ip , 
Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 383. 

Wakfs: (Q.)*p. 544. 

Mufi&fhmadan • Marrihgd Registrar^ 

(Q.) p. 700. 


INDE*. 

MulbarJI, DrJh. 0. 

• * | • 

Principals «8f Training* Collegia: • (£.) 


I 

Muhammadans 

* • • 

Percentage of* in ministerial ]$osts in 

the offices o£ ^ District Jiglges arlH 
Munsifs: (Q.) p. 7$7. 

Muhammadan prisoners % 

Performance of prayer* by, in the * 
Comilla Jail and other Jails: (Q.) 
p. 1067. 

Mukherjee, Mr. B*. 

General Administration: p. 396. 
Irrigation- working expenses,* etc.: p, * 
731. * • 

Mukherjl, Dr. H. 

Additional Bank Holiday for Djin^a 
Pujai *(Q.) p. 651. % 

Debt Settlement Officers: (Q.) pp. 

481, 482. *, ,* 

Education, general: p. 679. •• 

# Filling ub of appointments in the Co- 

operative Department: (Q.) p. *435. 
Flood in Chittagong: (Q.) 745. 

* Over-schoofed # areas ; (Q.^ p. 6$7. 

Posts of Principals of #Arts And Train- 

mg Colieges . (Q.*> pp. 328420. . 


p. 328. 

’ \ 9 # 

Provincial Excise: p. 1043. 

Results achieved by Government high 
sAools aigl collies during last five 

*• years: (Q.) pp. 552, 563. * * 

• • • 

Secondary schools: (Q.) p. 436. 

Schem^ for the* introduction of agricul- 
tural closes # in schools: tQ.) pp. < 

*600, 601. 9 

The Vidfasagar College, , Calcutta: 
(Q.) p. 699. 

Training of students in the agricultural 
classes: (Q.) pp. 563, 554. 


p •Mukherjed ,* Mr. M. 

• Polioe: p.* 569. % 

MukhfljjT, Dr. Sharat Chandra 

^listnct Board dis^itnsar^ m the 
village Kifndala, RirhhUm: (Q.) •p*. 

. !«?• * • 

•. . * . • 

, Mullioh,* the tftm’bla Mr. Mukunda 

. Behary \ • , * 

Am^icflnent # of the Agricultural 
• ^Debtors’ (t?) p. 493. ’ . 

* Cd-ojlbrative Credit:, pp. 893, 8fr7, 918, 

•* 922. • » 

* . » • « 

Debt Settlement Boards: (Q.) pn, 495, % 

49§. * » * • 

Debt Settlement Officers: ((J.) pp. 481/* 
432, 483. 

r ’ » » w 

* Difficulty of*yi« agriculturists to secure 

• loa\’: (Q.) ppj49Cf 497. t 

Establishment of D$bt Settlement 

* * fioard:* (Q. ) p. 655. ** 

Filling %ip of appointments in tliesfio* 
optative Department.^ (Q.) p. 435. 
OperStion to the Bengal A^rid^ltural 
Debtorri Act,* (Q.) pp. 494, % 

495. • • \ . 

* ProptfHion of ,diff#rem communities id 

the posts of Inspectors a»d* Audftors 
of * Co-operative Societies, * Bengal: 
(Q.Y pp. 789, 790. 

•Special Officers, bebt •Conciliation 

* Boards*. (Q.) PP* 4Q3, 4$3. 
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Musharrun ■otfain, tlw Hln’Wa Na*ab, 
Khan *Bahadur *. r • . 

Admfti iteration of 1 Justice: Dp. 579, 590. 
502, 593. • r 

Appointments to the Bengal Civil 
Service (Judickl) : (Q.) pp» 947 

948. ‘ • 

/fcsistant Secretary, Judicial Depart-*' 

. ment: (Q.) p. 1012 . * 

(?ivil JVorks: p. 963.* a 

Filling up of clerical* a gpointmenta and 
also appointments other^than clerical 
from * members of the scheduled 
castes: (Q.) p. 1011 . 

Instructions for the guidance of the 9 
subordinate civil courts: (O.) pp 
322, 323.* • 

t in g 1 

•Ministerial officers of .the civil courts: 

> <*Q.) p. 329s « / • # . 

Num^of civil suits in the civil sourts 
* of Chittagong: (Q.) p. 

Nuufber»of Muslims' in* the * different • 
« posts in the Calcutta High «Court: 

PP- 657^658. • t 

Numbe^ of MusliA public prosecutors • * 

• and Government pteacfers: Vt).) dd 

* 788, 78th •* * 

* • , 
Percentage of Muhammadass in 
ministerial p§ats ih the officgp of 
"District Judges and* Munsifs* * 

p. 787. # 

Percentage of MtJiammadanB in the • 
k diinisierial posts in*%ffie various 
offices^. (Q.) p% 1 ^ 2 . • ' 

Placing of the services of the typists * 
and cojlyists ^of # the civil *couAs on 
salaried basis: (Q.>«pp. 836 , 837, * 
838. • l * \ • 

Proces^rvef s : (Q.) p. &18. 

^fccfuitnient of scheduled caffes in the 
Bangpur Civil Courts: . (Q.) -pp. 699, 

70?- . 

Reduction of tl» % number of Judicial 
Officers: ((X*j p t 440? * % 

Transfer of Falbflri and Gange^ampuri 
«than»s # of the Balurghat sifbdivision: 

(Q.)* p. 1012 . . . 

Witness sl^jd in the Civil Courts in the 
Jtaagpur district headquarters: (O.) * 
pp. 10J)9, 


MutHm(t) * # 

, Appointment ^)f, as assistant and sub- 
assistant sjirgeons: (Q.) p. 790. 
CivjJ burgeons: (Q.) p. 1070. 
tiFillftg up of the posts of sheristadars 
and Superintendents of the Colleo- 
torates by: (Q.) p. 384. 

Number of, in the different posts in 
the Calcutta High Cohrt: (Q.) p 
657. * # 

Nunftier of, public prosecutors and 
Government pleaders: (Q.) p. 788. 

*, * •' 

Mustagaswal Haque^Mr. 8 ybd 

• Edudttiori, general: p. 606. • 

• • 

Mymentingh • 0 

Rorm^tion of a union boarc^ within the 
police-station of Tarail: (Q.) p. 434 . 
Introduction of primary education in - 
. (Q.) p. 383. # . 

Malaria in: (Q.) p. t> 02 . 

Road Development Projects of: (Q.) 
p. 841. 

Taftgail Road: (Q.) g * 840. 

Imposition of education cess upon the 
pdople of: % (Q.) p? 654. 

Madia and flood: (Q.) p. 740. 

Mandy, the 9 Hon’ble Maharaja Srls 
Chandra, of Kasimbazar 

Breaches in the Gopmti embankment, 

• Tippera: (Q.) pp. 491, 492. 

Civil Works: pp. 926, 964. 

Grievances of the people of Burdwan 

in Area: ((^) V- 942. 

• Irrig^tign-worklng expenses, etc.: pp. 

708, 719, 733. • 

i^ymensingh-Tangail Road: (Q.) p. 
840. • 

Nadia and floo£: (Q.) pp.‘ 741, 742, 
7^ 744 . • 

Openafg of canal from Padma to 
Bhagirathi: (Q.$ pp. 376, 377. . . 
Ranaghat-Jaguli Road Project: (Q.) 

p ; 9? 1 - • 

EivfT BhaJ*»b: (Q.) jp. 650 . 

Birer ftdyadfcari: (Q.) m>. 400, 487, 
488 . • ^ 
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Ntndy, the Hm*M« Maharaja flfli Cbaitfra, 
of Kaalnibaxar 

River Brahmaputra, kncavnias Jamuna: 

(Q.) pp. 951, 952. • 

River Titash in Tippera: (Q.)*p%490. 
Road Development projects of M$metA 
singh: (Q.) pp. 841, 842,% 843. 
Road from Diamond Harbour to 
Kakdwip : (Q.) p. 654. 

Road from Tangail fco Mymensingh: 
(Q.) PP- 656, 65J. 


Navfar All, fit Haa*M» RmM tyoi 

Muslim Civil Surgeons:* (Q.) f>. ^0^0. 
Non-Hindiy ^Bub-A^sistant** Surgedhs 
and Assistant t Burgeons: (Q .J p. 
746. • 

“PisJia-renRjval’ ’ vet hod : (Q.) pp. 

», 943 , 945 , & 6 . % 

* Postings ^>f officers af the Eden 
Sanatorium, Darjeeling: (Q.) pf 
327. • • . # 

Principle or nomination in the Local 
•and District Boards: (Q.) pp. 839, 


Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. . 

» % . 

District Sufc-Registryir of Dacca: j((J.) 
p. 1004. * 

• • i 

Nausher All, the +fon , bl6*Maulvi Sy^d 

Appointment of Muslins* as Assistant 
and Sub*Assistant burgeon?: . (^.) • 
p. 790. # , 

Assistant Surgeons: (Q.) p. 746". •* * 

CaJ^utta Fire Brigade^ * (Q.) p. 883. 
Calcutta Improvement Trust Schemes:* . 

(Q.) p. iqp4. . . , 

Chairman, District Board, Midnapore: * 
(Q.) p. 10138). . • # 

Clerks in Die olhces under the Medica^ 
Department: *(Q.) p.^440. * * 

District Board dispensary in the village 
Kundala, Birbhum: (Q.) p. 1070. 
Executive Officer, Howrah Municipality : 


*840. 

Public Health: pp. 819, 829, 833, 834. 

% Reconstitution of Local Boards, *Midna- 
pore: (Q.) p. 1060. 

• Aaziimiddin,* fhe Hon'ble Khwaja Sir , 

• Adjourn njcftt mltionea pp. 471, %73, * 

«p- . * .. 

Detemf"Mr. Paresh Chandra Sanyai* 

• ••(QTh»P- 1*56, 1057.^ , • , 

Detenu Sreejut Arabinlla Cbakravart^:* 

(QJ pp. *651 , 552. ** f - 

*. Detents: ((^.) ppp 545, # 64G ># 647. 

% # Detenut from ‘.Midnapore: (Q.) bp. 

, 1057, 1058, 105?L • * 

DcteAiA' Babu Nirodbaran Bho\|mik, 

# 14 L., and BaLu SUdhangsbu -Kur^ar 
» UUbymik* (<J.) pp. 550, 551., 


(Q.) P- 600. 

Flooding of certain areas in the suburbs 
of Calcutta: ^Q.) pp. 484, 488, ^ 
Formation of a union board within the 
police-station of Tarail, Mymensingh: 
(Q.) pp. 434, 435. . # ( 

Grants to uniom boards •b# • Jfi strict 
Boards: (Q.) pp. *064, 1065% , 

Honorary Surgeon? and Physicians in^ 
the Medical College group of Hps* 
pitals:* iQ.) p. 4 38. # 

Honorary* House Surgeons in the 
Medical College anJa Campbell # Hob- * 
pitals: (Q.) p. 439. •• 

Mplaria in Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 503. 
Medicai: flp. 7S&, 809, 811, 812, £l3, 
815, 817, 818., 

•Medical GoKe^ Hospital/: (Q.J p. 

439. , . 

Midnapore Coeal Boards: (Q.) p. 106p. 


Detenus of Pabna and Bogra:, (Q.) 

p. 1066. • •* * a 

Female eonvlVts* (Q.) pp. 10&8, 1069t 
General Admimsf ration : p|). 333, * 

4U, 4 >8, 421, 425, 426. # ^ 

Hungy-strik** of defenu Mr. Abdul 
• Haliii: \Q) pi 1W1, 1002, 1003. 

•Jail* and •Convicts Setftlem^^s: pp. 

751, 707, 769, 770, 771, 782. . •<* 
Number of persons • beloaging to the 
distinct of Mymensingh Retained 
without trial: (Q\ p. 556. ** ^ < 

Perform ipice *of j*raytM by Muham- 
* mad^n prisoners jpa* f“® Corallla Jail • 
and'oUher Jails; (Q.) p. Hjp7. # 
Police? pp. 506, 527, 528, 636* 569, 670, 

’ 571. • 

fjhort-notice qiWion'. pp.*891, 892, 

. 508 , 504 ,. 505 . , . 
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xviii 

i 

Nazi muddi n, itlie* Hen 'Me KjUraJa Sir 1 

notice starred queUion: f pp. 506,* • 

• 706, fM, 707,^08. 1 

Sdicide by det^iu 4 Mrinal Kanti 
Choudhury of Jessore: (Q.) p. 1069. 

• • * 
Newspaper report* • 

fteferSnce -to, of an offending nature# * 

• p. 1016. 

Ninioo,* Mr. T. # B. • 

Miscellaneous Departments: p. 1§94. 

. • ♦ 
Noakhall 

Vesting of powers of certificate officers # 
to certain khas tahsildars in: (Q.) 
p. 1008.. 

Non-Hindih 

* f^lb-Assistan^Sur^eons knd Assistarft 

Sujgpons: (Q.) p fc 746. • . 

• •« 

Noorgddin, Mr. K. , /• t 

► , Executive, Ol^Cer, Howrah Municipality • 

- P- 599T , 

* Muslim Civil Sui^eons: (Q.)ip. l(l70., • 
dumber of* Muslim* pifblic Vqsecutors 
• and Ggvernment«*pleaders : (Q.) p* 

788. * 

; 

Number 

Of *civil suits in the civil Cbufts oSf 
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Other tax* and gfutfes— I 3 i p. 1077. 
Over-tohooljd pfamt (Q.) p . 097 . 
Pabna and Bo|r* 

hus of: (Q.) p. 1065. 


Pain, Mr Barada Prosanna 

, Police: pp. 633, 634. 

Patton, Mr. C. 4 

Industries: p. 9$. • 


Uhittagong: ^Q.) p. 701a 

Af ©states purchased bV the Govern-* 
• ment: (Q.) p. 5§7. * 

Of hodlels for scheduled caste students: 
$.) IV, 1005. .. #< 

Of persons beftn^ing Jg the district of 
Mymensingh detained •witlmut trial- 
(Q.) P- 655. ‘ • 

stfcfents receiving education *in tie 
4 primary schools (Q.) p#*1002. 

Officers # 0 

o Dolt Settlement: ^(Q.) 480. 

Opening of a canal • * t 

From Padma* to Bhagirathi:** (O,) d 
375? • • 

Operation 

m 1 

lo the fiengaf Agricultural Debtors’ ' 
Act, ;935; (Q.) £.498. 


Payment of oommuted value of pensions 

\-nS3: p. 1 m. 

Pesoertfagg * 

W • * « 

^Jf Muhammadans in ministerial posts 
in the offices of District Judges and 

* ^ mifisifs: .(Q.) p. 787* 

• Of Muhammadans in the ministerial 
t •. posts in the various offices: (O ) n 

. 1011. _ • p * 

• ' • 

•Performance * • ***' 

. .Of prayers by Muhammadan prisoners 

* in the Comilla Jail and other tails: 
•«J.) P- 1007. 

#,< Pistia-removal” method: (Q.) p. 943. 

Plaoing of the services 

Of the typists and copyists of the civil 
courts qfi salaried basis: (Q ) p 
836. 

• 

Pods and Poundrakshtriyas: (Q.) p. 

• • 941. • 

Point of order 

• Regarding allocation tf the first hour 

of 'th^ business t? questions: p. 1017. 

• # ' 

1 Police— 29: pp. 506? 560. 

• # • 

Ports agd Pilotage— 30: p. ‘1088. 

• Posts 4 of Prinojjfals 

Of 4rts and Training Colleges: (Q.) 
p. 328. 

t 

Posting, 

OP Office*; at the fedep Sanatorium, 
tiarjeeling: (Q.) 32?. 

. • • 

Pr nflMW Sflttft l */ft ^ n Cftfi 
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Of different communities in tie posts 
of Inspectors and Editors of Co- • 
operative Societies, Btngal: (Q ) d 
789. , • 

Provincial Excise— g t p. 1035. % 

Price 

Of jute *and sugarcane: (Q.) p. 381. 

# » 

Primary education * # 

Amongst the illiterate workers and *» 
their children: (Q.)« p. 547. 

• ' % • 

Primary education < 

Introduction of, in . Mymensingh* *• 
(Q.) p. 283. * 

Primary scfyobls 

Number of students receiving oduca- ^ 
tion in the:* (Q.) p. 1002. ' •' •* 

Principe of nomination* ' 

In the Loc^il and District Boards ; 
\Q.) p. 838. . * 

« 

t 

Public Health— 3 t: p. 819. 

• • • t , 

Public prosecutors and Government 
pleaders 

Number of Muslim: (Q.) p. 788. 

Question(s) 

Delay in answering: p. 843. 

Short-notice: p. *1013. 

Short-notice (Starred): p. 1071. 

Ralkat, the Hqp’ble Mr. Prasanpf Deb , 

Bengal Tobacco # (Sales Licelsida) Act, 
1935: (Q.) pp^ 884, 885. * # 

Consumption o* salt: (Q.) p. 321. 

Forests ^ pp. 1018, 1034. # 

Licence fees on fuel wood and other 
necessary forest pfbduoes: (<$.) p* 

1006. - • * 

*9 

Provincial Excise pp. 1035, 1046. 

Ramlzuddiif Ahmed, Mr. 

Edition, general: p. 635. *• # . 

Ranaghat-Jagull’Road Project 1 ($.) p . 

330 . - # 


lix 

Ranfcpur (fist^ot headquarter * 

»* WitneAi shed in the civil courts io*the* 

* (Q.) p. 1009. 

Rtngpur * 

Witless sheds in criminal courts^ (Q.) 

p. *1061. # • 

•» 

* # dtay f Mr. Kernel Krishna ♦ 

Basis on which the assessment regard? 
, ing ^ess on income from lipid was 
^xed at Bankers: (4^.) p. 1006. 

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Blrendra, K I shore 

Grants to union boards by District 
I Board*: (Q.) p. 1064. • 

General Administration: p. 423. 

• Mala^% ^in Mymensingh: • (Q.) p. 502. 
Section* and 20F of ^he Bengal 

. Tenancy .Act: 4 (Q.^>p. 497, 4^8. 

* • • 

Recorfct Option # * • # , 

L&bul Boards, Midnapore: (O.) p. 

* * i059. » # . 

• 1 

Recruitment. 

• * r • 

• Of soe (nluled castes in the ministerial 

Beryls in* the civil courts \>f Rapg- 
pur: (Q.) p.*<599. 

• # 

Reducttod 

• » 

Of* the numl^r of* Judicial Offices: 

* <<}.* p. Ao. 

*• 0 

• Reference • * . 

To new^n^ar reports of an *offe3dii« 

* re: p. • 


nature 


# Registrar *ef Assurances, Calcutta, m 

Clerke , in tit* office of the: (O ) n 

# 1007. t # . • • 

.Remuneration of dxtra •copyists of the 
/ office.of: (Q.) p. 382. . 0 - 

* • • r 

Registration — dl 1 p. ?05l.* 

Remuneration 

Of extra <^ists # pf*tfce office of Regb- 

* * tra ^j f A ' ,8Uran J w, J Calcutftt: (Q*>. 

Reeoiufloni p. 1070. 

, Rwtrlctlon of Jitte ouljivatMn 

9 Amount gpent* for the; ((^ # ) p, \gg # 
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4<*iej- r ed by^ Government,, high school* 
« ank * gQlleges during last five years: 
XQ.) p. 552. % 4 * * 

# 

Revaluation 


Of cess of jffie Khulna district* (Q.) 
* p. M7. " 

* t 

.River 

Bhairab: (Q.) p. 649. 

Bidyadhari: «(Q.) p. 43?. 
Brahmaputra, known as Jamfina: 
(Q.)'p. 951. * 1 

Titash in Tippera: (Q.) p. 489. 

• • 

Road 


Pevelopmett projects of* My^uensingh : • 
(Q.) IX 841. * r * • • # 

FtiDm Diaino^c^ Harbour ,to K/ikdwip; 
(Q.)' p.1354. 

From i’angail to Mymensiri^fli : (Q.) 

P* 656. . ,* i§ 

Myinensingh-Jungail : fQ.) p. ^840. 
■Project, Rauaghat-JaguV: (Q.) p. 

* 330. * •* * . 

• , • 
R<V, the Hon'ble Sir, bijoy PrefcW Singh. * 
Appointments in the office of the Dte- 
Irict Magistrate % and •Collector, 

« J edsore : (Qf/ pp.,$99, 502. * , , 

Bash on which the assessment rdgard* 
ing cess on income from aland was * 
‘fixed at Bankurtt: (Q^ p. 1007. * 

Cess defaulting estate in Khulna: 
(Q.)*PP. 786, 7K7. « 


Clerks ir^the office of the .Magistrate- • 
Collector, DRiafpur:^(Q.) p. 1000. « 
Directions itsue<J by «the ' # Distrii)t 
Magistral^ of Murshldabad«^or filling 
up ^ministerial appointments* from 4 
the members of the schedijlbd castes : ' 
(Q.) pp. .949,.9/A. , # 

Est^tec under the Court of » Wards : 

- Jflj.) pp. 385*38$ 390. 

Famine Relief? pft 967* §7$, 976. 

Filling up of \tB& posts of sheristadhr* 

• and* superintendents of the Colleo- 
torates by Muslims:. (Q.) yp. 384, 
385. . 

FJood in^'fchittagong* (Q.) pp. 744, * 
745. 
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Roy, the Hon bltcBir Bljoy Prasad Singh 

Grant to the * Khulna District Board 
for tesf r^ief works: (Q.) pp. 950. 

951. * 

« 

' * G^ieVal Administration: pp. 398, 399, 

* ,f i) 0. 

Land Avenue: pp. 443-447, 460, 462, 
, 463, 467, 468, 477, 478. 

Number of estates purchased by Gov- 

• ernment: (f> ) jpp. 557, 660. 

- Other taxes and duties : pp. 1077, 1082, 
1083. * 

• P^s and Ppundrakshtriyas : (Q.) pp. 

* ,941, 942, f • 

R^v^lua^ion of ces*s of the Khulna dis- 
M| ‘ trict: (Q.^ pp. 647, 648, &49. 

feections- 2QC and 26F of the Bengal 

• # Tenney Af.{: (Q.) pp, 497, 498. 

1 • Settlement Camp at Chaf-kai, Dinaj- 
J p>ur: (Q.) p. 882. 

• . Stamps: p. 1108. 

% ^ruct fund of late Ba%i B. L. Msfcharji, 
of Boinchee, Hooghly: (Q.) p. 597. 

• » Vesting of powers of certificate officers 
i to certain khas , tahsildars in 

, Ndakhali: (Q.) p # 100(5. 

* Wajdsr estates: (Q4) p. 748. 

Witness sheds in Criminal Courts, 
Rangpur: (Q.) p. t 1061. 

• Witness shed in the compound of 

Criminal Courts of Tangail and 

• Jamalpur: (Q.) p. 601. 

• Roy* Mr. Charu Chandra 

Detenu Mr. Paresh Chandra 3anyal: 

. . (<^p. 1056. 

DL%illy * of the • agriculturists to 

* seture loan:* (Q.) p. 496. 

« Number of persons belonging to the 

* * • district of Mymensingh detained 

without trial: (Q.) p. 1535. 

• Principle of rumination in the Local 

ami Qistric# Boards: (Q.) p. 838. 
Rivet *Brahmaputra, known as Jamnna: 

, (Q.) pp. 951, 952. 

Roy, t u}, Klron 8ankar 

Fefeale convicts: <Q?) p.*1069. 
Sliort-hotice question: p.«703. 
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Roy, Kumar Shib Shqjihareswar 

Land revenue: p. 457^ 

* » 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nat* 

Genera] Administration: pp. S3Sk336. , 

Roy, Babu Patiram • % 

Grant to the Khulna District Board for 

test relief works: (Q.) p. 950. J 

t 

Safiruddin Ahme0, Raji* f 

Witness shed in tfle civil courts in the 
Rangpur district headquarters: (Q^ 

p. 1009. * . ^ ' 

• . *. * 

Witness’ sheds fti Criminal poiyts, 

Rangpur: (Q.) p. lQf)l. * * 
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Salt 

-» - i 

Consumption of: (Q.) p. 321. 

Sanaullah, Al-Haj MaulanaJIr. 

Cif»* Works: j* *959. • * 

Co-operative Credit: p. 913. 

Flftod \£ Cluttagong : (Q.) pp. 744,* 

745. ‘ , • 

Irrigation working expenses, etc.: pp. 

727, 728. t • • • . * 

Licence fees on fuel wfiod and other 
necessary fojest produces: (Q.) p. 
1006. 

Muhammadan Marriage * Registrars: 
(Q.) P- 700. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinafcsha 

* a 

Adjournment motion: p. 472. 

/Adoption of “Sree and Lotus’/ by the^ 
^ University <ff Calcutta Merest: * 

(Q.) p. 379. • 7 

Amount spent by Bengal Government 
Press: (Q.) p. B79. 

Civil Works: pp. 927, 928, V®, 963. 
Conduct of Proceedings of the House: $ 
p. 892. " • % • 

Consumption of salt: (Q.) p.*321. 
Cd-opeiatije Credit*: p. 909. * 

Detenu Sreejut Arabinda Chakyavarty : 

(Q.) pp. 551, *552. • • » • 

Detenus from* Midnanore: (Q.f pp. 
1057, 106$, 10&. 


Sanyal^ Dr. N^lintlisha • , 

, * l)etent|s of # Paftna and Bogr|: 9 (Q.) 
1 * p. 1066. * % ’■ 

Directions! issued#* by th*e District 
Magistrate of blurshidabad for fill- 
ing up ministerial appointments from 
the members of tile scjjpdulcd castes: 
'» (Q-> P- 950. % , , 

* Education,* general: p. 639. 

Expenditure for, rtie summer .cxoc\ps, 

• , 1937!* (C,) p. 785. 

Estates unde/ the Court ol Wards: 

• <Q.) pp. ,389, 390. 

« 

Genera] Administration: pp. 343- 

345, 412. 

1 Irrigation working expenses, etc.: p. 

715, 

; , Nu^iii !j»j( iiood : (Q.) p. J4L> 

v^/Number of Muslim public prosecutors 

* ami’ GovhrnmeAt pBjjMors : . (Q. r f p. 

780. . / , . 

“Pistis^removaf” method: (Q.) p. 946!. 

• Kanaghat-Juguli Road ^ Project : (Q.) 

pp. *330-331# 

llefeaqrice to nowsp^per reports of ay 
\ offeifcling ifaturo/ p. 1017. „ 

• River* Bidyudharf : (Q.) pp. 4.%, 487. 

* * 

, Rond development# projects of Myrmen- 
sinflh* (Q.) pp. 841, 842. j 
Roi*l from TapgaiPlo Mymensingji: 

* (If), pp. t>r£, 657. 

• tahort-n^tiee question: p. 703.' 

Sanyal, Mr. lkar|M Stfchar 

Agriculture ana Veterinary: ^). 863. 

* Detonus *• (Q.) p- .546. *» . « 

* Deten ^ 5 Baba* Nirodtiaran Bhowmik, 
* B.L.* and Babu JSudiangshu Kumar 

Bhowfhik: (Q.) ,p. 551. 

* Estates , under the Court ofc # Waqdj^ 

(Q.) p! 390. » • r 

• % # * 

Instructions for the guidance, of tbs 

subordinate civil courts: (Cf j % 
322. » , * 

5 ?adia add flood: 742t 

* Number # of person! belonging to th« 
’ district of Mymensingh* detail ec 
. witfiout trial: (Q.) p. 656. * 

Opening of a ( canal m from Padma U 

• Bbagiratbi: ^Q.) p. 375.* • 
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SanyaJ, Mr! lasanka 8«khar\ 

“.Ptet|wemogftl” meth<#fc (§.) pp.*« 

. 94 8, #*5, 946.# i 

Sht>rt-notice starrlt^ question: p. 606. 

Barker; the Hon'tofei Mr. Nalini pan) an 

Additrtpnal Bank Holiday for Dufga , 

, Puja: (ft.) p. 661. * \ 

Administration of* justice: pp. 687, 
688/ 689. # * # * 

Amount spent by Bengal Government 
Press: (Q.) p. 879. # i 

Civil Works: p. 960. 

Communal representation in Secretariat 
services: (Q.) p. 790. 9 

Examination for the recruitment of 
* Secretariat stenographs**;/ (Q,) ^ J 

* 696. 

Expen ditune this summer *exodu^, 

1937 i (Q.) pp. 786, 786. « . 

s l #’t 

. Expenditure on hill exodus* during 
sffmmer, 1^37: (Q.) *p. 489. . 

* ‘General AdYrqjiistratictt : pp. 346- 

* #62. * m 

« • # 
Interest on debt yid other oblations:* 

. p. 1108. * . * • 

lntyrost-flee advaij'oB* p. 1108. 

L(|fns and advances bearing, interest: 
,p..iio8. ; 

Miscellaneous: p. 1087. * * • 

Payment of commuted val^e of j#n- 1 
•sions. p. 11(18.* * < 

• Provincial excise: , pj>. 1046. 

Secretariat and Bead! of departments' 

^ stenographer: (Q.) p. 5$6. * • 

Stationery an<f' Pointing and Deprecia-* 
tion Reserve • FuncL— Gbf ernmyit 
Presses — 56 : p* 1088. * 

« i 

tl 

Scheduled castes 

Directions * issued by# the • District 
Magistrate of MJurshidabad* for fill- 
- A g up mints Jeri/il appointments by 
the^ memb^A o$ the? (<J.) p. 949. 
Filling up of icldlic&l ^appointments &n4 

• alsck appointments other than cleripal 
from members of the: (Q«)jP* 1010. 

Recnutmgnt of, in the ininisterial 

# services m the Civil Courts of Rang-* 

pur: ^ (Q.} p. 699'. t . # # , 
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Scheduled Baste students 

Number of hostels for: (Q.) p. 1005. 
Students of *the, facilities in schools 
and colleges: (Q.) p. 330. 

* Sohflf^s* 

For the introduction of agricultural 
classes in schools: (Q.) p. 600. 

•Schools 

• Grants-in-aid to: (Q.) j$. 652. 

Secondary: (<J.) £36. 

Upper primary: r $Q.) p. 1009. 

Bjlefltlfic Departments — 36 : p. 1109. 

Secondary schools:* «(Q.) p. 436. 

f fcoorctariat and heaty of departments' 
Stenography*^ (Q.) p. 695. 

• SeyetaXat services * 

/ Communal representation in: (Q ) p 

• * Ao. 

Sections 28 C and 28P ^ 

Of the Bengal Tenancy Act: (Q.) p. 

• • * 497. • - . 

c Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath 

AJdfcional Bank Holiday for Durga 

• «4) P- #». 

Cess defauAing estates in Khulna- 
(Q.) PP- 786, 787. 

Detenu Mr. Paresh Chandra Sanyal: 
(Q.) p. €056. 

Education, general: p. 667. 

Flooding of certain areas in the 
» • * suburbs of Calcutta: (Q.) p. 483. 
Instructions for the guidance of the 
subordinate civil courts: (Q.) pp 
► • 322,; 32o. 

. Jai^*anci ConFicts Settlements: p. 768. 

Land revenue: p»451. 

# *Jiadia and flood: (Q.) pp. 741 743 
744.. 

Placing of the services of ‘the typists 
4nd copyist# of the civil courts on 
surfed basis: (Q.) pp. 837, 838. 
Revaluation of cess of the Khulna^ dis- 
1 trict: (Q.).pp. 647, 618, 649. # 

River* Bhairab: ((^) pp. 438, 646, 

* 66(3. • 

f 1 

Witness’ Bheds in* Criminal Courts, 
Rarigpur: *(£.) p. 1061. 
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Sen, Rai Bahadur Jo£sh Chlndra 

Jails and Convicts Settlements: p. 760. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. • 

Ministerial officers of the Civil Coarts: , 
(Q.) p. 329. ^ ’• 

• ^ 

Services of the typists and oopylsts 

Placing pf the, of the civil courts on * 
salaried btisis: (Q.) p. 836. 

e * 

Settlement Camp* • J 

At Charkai, Dinajpur: (Q.) p. 881. 

Shahabuddin, # Mr. Khwaja • x > 

* • * 

Principle of nomination in the Lgcal 
and District Hoards: p. *8.39 * v 

Shahedall, Mr? % « • 

(General Administration .* p. 42(1 „ % ' 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. M. 

Agriculture and ^Veteriniiq; : p. 

Befall Tobacco# (Sales* Licensing)* \ct.j 
1 935 • (Q.) p. 884. 

Nadia ffltf flood. (Q.) pp. 742, l\i\ 
Police: pp. 520, 521, 560 x ' 
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Short-notice Questtyi^: pp. ^43, 
880. * 
Regarding a: 1^. 952. 
Regarding hunger-strike 
AndamTns • p. 390. ' 




70.!. » 


the 


5Cp, 


Short-notice starred question :^pp 

704. < 

^ i 

Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath * M 

Co-oparative Credit: p. 910. f 
Debt Settlement yfficers: 482. 

General Administrations p. 4J0. % > 

Jails and Convict* Bettlements: p. 763. # 
Proportion of different communities 4ft* 
the of Inspectors and Auditors 

of Co-dperative Societies, Bengal: 
(Q.) p. 790. * *. t 

Recruitment of scheduled caster in the 
Rangpur Civil Courts: (Q.) pp. 699, 

% 700. * .# . * 

sneaker • • • » * 

Certain efimmonts in the “Dlinik 
Basumati” of 4th Septemb#n 1937: 
p. 1074. * 


Sf««k«r 

* ' Conduct of 1 Proceedings wt thetHSuse: 

p. 889. y • .» * • 

It is permisaifce j|o discuss about* the 
Upper House: p. 334. 5 *• 

Poin^ of order regeyding allocation of 
, the first ifour of the - ' business to 
\ questions!: pp. 1017, 10i8. 4 

Reference to newspajier reiwrta of an' 

, offending natifre: i>. 1016. t a 
Regarding adjournment motions: p. 
**3. > 

Regarding 'Committee of Privileges: 
p. 1109. 

, Regarding delay in answering* ques- 
tions: pp. 1108, 1109. 

, Ruled 1 qn the scope of section 82 ,of 
1 1 the Gilv^rlfment of India Act: p. 427, 
Ruled regarding admissibility of* an . 

• Jtdjournbient motion :?p. 476. 

Ruled >4hat hi cannot compel an 

pieidbgr to /peak in vernacular Jf he* 
'knows English: p. 546. * 

Ruled 'that jie cannot compel a Minister 
t » to , &«svior a question : p. 646. 1 > 

* Ruled rcniirdiag jBO^tion 79 of'Govern- 

* inent*of India *^ct: p. 680. * 

■Ruling on advancl publication iit the 

Profs *of Questions, Resolutions*and 
, • Ntn -official Ijijls noi even admitted 

% hy\l»o: p.' 748. , • • 

* Siiort-no>ice cannot be^answered ip the 

absence <8’Khe nfember who has put * 
it: p. ,704> % * # ♦ 

Statement regaPdin^ the Libi«ry and ** 
% tlm sta^f of the Assembly Depart- 
, ment: p’. 415. \ t * ^ 

The l^dea of the House and the 
Leaded; of the Opposition should be 

* heard without interruption ;>y. 402. 

/ - . t , V* 

Speaktr'«^c£ns*{it * , , 

Regarr^ng, to an adjournment aflotion : 

p. 1018- • # 

' t / • 

8pecial Ofl&r , . f * 

\ • 9 • 

Debt ’Conciliation Boards: ($.) «p. 

* 492 . 0 . * • 

• • 

"8ro# amr Lotus" „ 

* Adoption of, the UnNeraity *of 

9 * Calcutta fes 4ts crest: • (QA p. 377, 

• a 
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Stamps— gi f p. *1108. # 
8|aUq4nt 


• . 


Made by the ifsn’bll diief Minister . 
i% regard to th^ Andamans prisoners J 
a%er the calling off of the Jiunger- 
strike: 739.* # * « 

% % •* 
Stationary a Ad Printing and Depreciation 
Reserve Fund— Gevernment Presses— 

%6s p. 1088. * 
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T amlnxMtn, Khali Maulvl 

Medical :#p. J&6. 

Provincial Arise: pp. 1036, 1037. 
SA&ne for the introduction of agricul- 
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•* fural classes in schools: (Q.) p. 600. 

VidyaAgar College, Calcutta: (Q.) p. 
699. 


Stenographers 

Examination for the recruitment ol 
Secretariat: (Q.) p. 594. 

Strikes 

Jute mills*: (Q.) p. 320. 

, % * '< r 

8uijrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. 

Cases' of 'victimisation of * workeVs m 

* diffetenV jute millf : , (Q.btpp.' 326, 

327. «• 

w » - • • •, , 

•yemana for\grant. General Admin; - 
stration: ppr 369, 3V0, 372,* 374. 

• Ate mills’ strikes: (Q.) pp. »^!3, 624. * 

325.# , * • • * ' 

^Miscellaneous Departments: *jfp. 1088* 
>101, Il03, 110*. • 

P^rts and Pilotage : # p. 1088f 
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Suicide . . 

By, detenu Mipal Kanti ChOudhury*of * 
* Jessore: (Q, ) \>. 106L 

( * # , 

8ummer^ exodus « « 

Expenditure for 1937: (Q.) p. 785. • 

i *« «* • 

to 

Bur, Mr. Harendra KumSr 

• « * 

Police: p. 660. * * 

♦# ' * * 

ons and Physicians 

• i 

Honorary, • in * the Medical* College 
Qrimp of Hospitals: (Q.) 438. 

ramlzuddin Khan* Maulfi # 

* A t 

Education, ^hnekd: #p. 621 ,*£84. % * 
.fleneAd# Administration: p.*392. 

House Surgeon, Bengal ter in ary 

College** (Q^).p. J54. 

Hrigatidb working • expenses, etc. :• p. * 
718. • • • * o f 


l^rgBon 


r Thakur, Mr. Promatha R*an)an 

t • 

, F eigale convicts;* (Q.) p. 1069. 

Pods and Poundrakshtriyas: (Q.) p. 

*. J ih ,• 

Tipper. * * . 

f ’ Breaches ir^ the Goomti embankment: 

• (Q.) 491. * 

Rivee Titas^'in: (Q.) p. 489. 

»*% 9 ^ 

t 0 Training Colleges 

* # Posts of Principals of Arts and: (Q ) 

• R. 328. * .* 0 ^ 

* Principals of: (Q.) p. 328. 

• • * * ( 

* training of students 

lit Che agricultural classes : (Q.) p. 

t 553. 

. • • #» 

Transfer • 

Of Fulbari and Gangarampur thanas 
of the Balurghat subdivision: (Q ) 
p. 1012. # 

e 

Trust fuird 

• 8f the j.ate Babu *B. L. Mukherji, of 
Boincwee, Hooghly: (Q.) p. 596 . 

. Typing, Vine copyists • 

% Educational .qualifications for: (Q ) 
p. 1004. m 

•Unemployment problem t (Q.) p. 382. 

Union rfoard * 

F (frmation of a, kithin the police- 
s^idn of Tarail, My men singh : 

(Q.) p. 434. 

Grants to, by District Bberds: '(Q ) 
p. *1064. 

• ' • # 

Unifersity of Calcutta* 

Adoption of # “£ree and .Lotus” by, us 

• ife . nr\ \ _ 8W 
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•pptr Primary 8clioolt^ (Q.) # p.* 1009. 


•sting # 

Of powers of certificate *offi<^rs to cer- 
tain khas tahsildars # in Noakbali. 

(Q.) p. 1008. • «• 

Victimisation of workers In different jute 
mills % 

Cases of: # (Q.) p. 325. 

fidyasagar College # f 

The, Calcutta: *(Q») P- 008. 
ffakfs: (Q.) p. 544. 

Wards estate*! (Q.) t p. 7:*k 
West, Mm. Ellen 

Industries: 9 . 98?. 

Police: £. JJ>5. 


Witness! shads ' 

» J } - - 

Criminal , CouHs, Hyn«pui| •$*) 

| ^ p. 1061. ^ **s . „ s * 

}n the Civ^ Courts in th<r feangpnr 
district headquarters: TQ*) P* ^1^00- 
In th? compound of Criminal Court* of 
Tanfcail ant> danial^ur: SW*) P- 001. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

1 t Education, Anglo-Indian and # Euro- 
% * pean: p. 0 d 0 . , , 

/, Education, gerilral: pp. 621, 663, 600. 
Co-operative Credit: p. 90>. 

Medical: 4 ). 810. 

ZamanyMr. A. **. A. 

|sa •Poliee: )'*>08. 
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